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Most trial riders are familiar with
and 175,

en by one on the

expensive of the
closer, we'll tell you right off or you
can wait  few months and read
‘about it in other mags. It was only a
fowdeys ago we got o ride the very
P.E. 400 that won the s

Despair Enduro at Taggerty

Said Murray Tainton.

o
with a bit of luck he'll go with you
Brian like most farmers, loves (0 plow
the earth whether it is with muftiple

n

eagerly. It was only a week ago Brian
hod ridden this Suzuki to outright

spprshensive s they eyeball s big
achine. To vis the high seat
e 00 e e s 08 bk
may conjure up vions of a recent
to and were thrilled
Uatching Mark Vil some Gt
R.M. rider spear off in a cloud of dust
and wheelspin wih the front whesl
pawing the air t quite
like that
“The 400 looks very similar 1o the
250 but the big barl and head leer
back at you ¢ now there
o bean some. changes made. If
Voo e g, snouy
throw it over and angle
give it 3 Kok 1L ighs up jus 3 casy
K back or

1S.D.T. riders of shorter statute use

his method.
The Suzuki burbles over quietly

enough even tho i

o
cl dless

stalling, with the bigger engine i

seemed to_pull away so strongly, but

watch it! There are bags of torque

Iying in wait so don't give it 100 much

uenthe ubbers haveartous nsosyou
putthem nwrongway.
vy

»
A tter e o the thoughtthat s gone o rame deign

t00 soon. Right oft you'll appreciate
the power from minimal revs, there
are no dead spots. Most two strokes
on'tpull hard untl they reach about
revs when power commences to
build up, this 400 is strong right from
fttle more than zero, when the ciutch
is home is the time power starts to
come in.
Leaving Brians farm on to the

help bt appreciats and enloy i, Sure
the tall, some say ke riding o
comal his 1S the/in- thing you soon
getused to. To allay your fears as you
make a turn foot on_ the
ground and it will come reassuringly
to find the terrain is not that far
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Beter than average exnhaust system maunt
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away. The reason for all this of course
is the long suspension which soaks

Brian rode us deeper into the
Woods, it had now become apparent
suspension was a shade firm for a 10
stone rider particularly at rear. If you
are 12 stone or more could be just
fight. Before it's time to rush in and
spend your money on trick European
shocks give t a few wesks (0 sette
hey soon collapse a few cms.

PIE,f you feed it al the at
before your ability says

rail st through trees
tightening up in_places over logs,
around stumps. The Suzuki changed
diection readl, essly, This tght
going was no hassle mm of

clearance bt it

machine puled so strongly the rider
began to_assume it would go uj
anybing andemoyed making it pul i
ihird at minimal fevs.
there comes a time when you hnd it

e ey oo mgn

particularly for a_novice

comes tothe tightsectons and o

bizarr rocky pinncis. Even Brian
onfided e’ hod replaced  the

smaller. Jollin along_the _highway
enthused the rider by the fact that a



big motor puling a high gear means
less revs. Noise and vibration though
not troublesome on the.
less 50 with the 400 and there is this
great feeling of ample power.
The k with Dunlop
Sports but like most top riders Brian
had fitted Metzeler, these seemed to

o

<
Rear hub carres no extra weight

Plug spanner 100 easy — can get stolen?

N
Good front end

riding would be disguised by the
over the overal distance.

just a litte better than anyone else.”

is_motor has only one head
gasket fitted, itis a copper compound
type as opposed to the two solid
copper ones on the 250,

ease of operation and are channeled
way. Whirlpul throttle of

out of harms

T width hub, a common Suzuki feature

e ks S
e sk

Aircleaner_requires “effort to- install
i e

i in
B o ear oot iers time?
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An RM by nature-binker warning ght is on centre o hbars.

is stiong and helps keep down
unsprung we

Al P.Es are petrol-ol, premix 20:1.

Itis best to do this in a can. If you are

refling at a garage always be sure to

1ol tepoff and lay the

machine away from tap while adding

consumption did not appear in access

which is quite average.
This 400 tended to run a shade rich in
mid range. Murray says a smaller
needle jet will fix this. He is looking
forward to starting a_development
centre where riders can bring their

P.Es to have the trick mods fitted and
latest_improvements made as the
Enduro team become aware of them
and prove thei
if you are contemplating a new P.E.
you have a decision to make 250 or
400, interesing to compare the
powier. 400 puts out 31 kws at 7000.
o 750 is 36 kws at 8000. Stroke is
the same in both motors at 70 mm
only the_bore is_different 85 mm
akg
heavier and $160 dearer, other things
are equal. Il ell you what, difference
in the power is pronounced. Which
ever way you go good riding.

Norm Lindsay

SPECIFICATIONS
Engine2 stroke single reed valve 397 cc
M

1.5 h.p. at 7000
Max torque 43 n.m. 31.9ft. Ib. at 6000
Bore and stroke 85 70 mm
Comp ratio 7.3:1
ign uzuki P.EJ.
C: Mikuni V.M. 36
Air filter Poly foam
Transmission 5speeds
Wheelbase ... . mm
C\e.’uancﬂ mm

Weight 113kg
Seat nc.qm 960 mm
Front wheel 3.00x21
Rear wheel 5,101
Fuel tank 108 itres.
Price $1

“The oft.road *Master Blaster” from Suzuki a5 they only know how.



