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The lightest, strongest, most
resilient off-road handlebars
available: Renthal ® Fatbar°®,
Twinwall® & 78" handlebars

Less to worry about when you drop it.

Renthal’s Fatbar and the rest of the range

_are designed, developed and manufactured
| to achieve the best combination of strength
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UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS, Lincoln tel’
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.l. SPORT, Surrey tel: 01372 3

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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One of the worst things about the whole internet thing is
The G ame Of Llfe the endless round of junk emails which arrive on a daily
basis. Most of it is complete tosh of course, but just occa-
sionally a comedy gem turns up which is w orth repeating. One of these arrived on my computer the other day and
while it didn’t relate to dirt biking pe was obvious that the general principle could easily be applied to our own
peculiar brand of enjoyment. So here is TBM's version of The Game of Life as it relates to dirt bike riders up and down
the land.

Because in the world of dirt bikes and romance - only one thing matters. Her happiness. The way it works is this.
Do something she likes and you score points - Brownie points. Do something she dislikes and Brownie points are
subtracted. But if you do something she expects then you don’t get any points. That’s the nature of the game. Here's
a guide to the points system.

Simple Duties
You offer to clear up the bedroom
You clear up the bedroom by throwing out all her old clothes
You offer to help the kids with their maths homework

By taking them lap-scoring at your local enduro club
You check out a suspicious noise at night coming from the garage
You check out a suspicious noise at night and it’s nothing
You check out a suspicious noise at night and it is something
You pummel it with an old fork leg

It's her pet

Social Engagements

You offer to take her out for dinner

You take her out for dinner at the local pub

It’s the local pub where your TRF group meets

And lt s their AGM and annual dinner and dance

s next to a weirdy-beardy sidecar rider

You sit next to the club chairman’s daughter called Tiffany
Tiffany is an exotic dancer and has implants

Staying Home
You offer to help her in the garden
You offer to help her dig the garden

With your KTM525

In the evening you suggest a night in watching a video
You offer to go and get the video and a takeaway
You return with ‘On Any Sunday’ and a pack of 24 John Smiths
Going Out
You offer to take her out for a drive in the countryside
You drive to the countryside in your van
Your van just happens to have your dirt bike in the back of it
And there’s a local club enduro going on when you get there
Your Physique
You develop a noticeable pot-belly

(ou tell her that riding off road keeps you fit
Your pot belly stays so you resort to wearing baggy jeans
and Hawaiian shirts
You say ‘it doesn’t matter ‘cos you have one too!’

+10 points
-50 points
+10 points
-20 points
0 points

0 points
+5 points
+10 points
-100 points

+10 points
0 points
-20 points
-50 points
-100 points
-150 points
-250 points

0 points
+10 points
-50 points

5 points

8 points

-100 points

+5 points
0 points
-20 points
-100 points

-10 points
0 points

-20 points
-800 points

Okay now add together your score and grade yourself in the following way...

0 - 10 points: You're a new man. What on earth are you doing with a dirtbike?

-100 - 0 points: Okay, you're definitely a regular bloke - you're trying hard but failing completely!

-1000 points or more: You're a dirt junkie. So pull up a bike stand, grab yourself a beer and watch

while she washes down your bike dressed only in a bikini.. S| MELBER
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ALL WHEEL DRIVE

2X2 Yamaha promises to revolutionise off-roading

Yamaha's revolutionary two-
wheel-drive dirt bike - the 2-Trac
- is coming to the UK early next
year. Yamaha chose the Paris
show to debut the bike which

is based on a 2004 WR450F, and
was developed in conjunction
with Swedish suspension manu-
facturer Ohlins.

The 2-Trac system first
appeared a few years ago on a
Yamaha prototype and utilises
a fluid drive which provides
power to the front hub via a pair
of high-pressure hoses operated
by a pump located just above the
bike’s output shaft. The 2-Trac’s
ingenious system is self-regulat-
ing inasmuch as power is only
supplied to the front wheel once
the rear wheel begins to spin and

s TBM T
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lose traction. The amount of
power available to the front
wheel is constantly changing
(up to a maximum of 15 percent)
and the front wheel can never
spin faster than the rear.
Yamaha's tests have revealed
that the 2-Trac system works
especially well in deep mud or
sand where conventional bikes
have a tendency to ‘dig them-
selves in’. Cornering and stability
are also improved as the 2-Trac
tends to carve a much cleaner
line around turns with less
wheelspin and oversteer.
Yamaha have confirmed that
a rally version and a supermoto
version of the bike will also be
available and that they will be
bringing in limited numbers of

2-Tracs for the 2004 model year
priced between £8000-9000
(which includes full Ohlins
suspension front and rear).
There’s still a question mark
over whether the bikes will be
homologated and registerable in
the UK, though the thinking at
Yamabha is that this won’t prove
to be a problem. Latest rumour
we’ve heard is that they are also
eligible for top-level enduro and
supermoto competition.
Whatever the outcome, we
can only imagine that the chance
to own one of these revolution-
ary bikes for trail riding, general
off-roading, or just for the sake
of ‘having one’ will mean that
demand will comfortably out-
strip supply. Phone Yamaha
and order yours today.

SNIPPETS

& Husky Sport rider Euan
McConnell has announced
that he is taking a sabbatical
from enduro competition.
Despite being on-form, the
Scottish rider claims that he
simply isn’t enjoying the
sport anymore. His decision,
he admits, has got a lot to do
with the ACU’s lack of sup-
port for the British ISDE
team, but he also wants to
get away from the back-bit-
ing and shenanigans sur-
rounding the British Enduro
Championship - with riders
accusing each other of cheat-
ing and tests getting can-
celled, etc. Euan confirmed
that he intends getting him-
self a trials bike and taking
up a new challenge, though
he doesn’t rule out a future
return to the sport which has
dominated his life since the
age of 16.

& Rumour has reached the
TBM office that Honda world
champions Valentino Rossi
and Stefan Merriman will

be swapping bikes later this
year. Until now, Rossi’s off-
road aspirations have been
on four wheels instead of
two, having competed in

the Rally of Great Britain

last year. However, Merriman
was an accomplished road
racer before his move into
enduros, though he never
competed at anything like
GP level. It’s thought that the
swap represents little more
than a Honda PR-excercise,
but could we see Rossi chop-
ping in his RCV for a CRF-X
and turning out at a few
WEC enduros? Sadly, we
somehow doubt it...

& Prospective CCM owners
living in south east England
will shortly find a new dealer
based in Burgess Hill, East
Sussex where they can check
out the new 404DS. Red Dog
Motorcycles are opening

their second branch in the
region at the end of November.
The dealership which also
stocks MVs, Benellis and
Cagivas is based at Unit 3,
Shedding Dean Industrial
Estate, Burgess Hill, E Sussex,
tel 01444 248848 or check out
reddogmotorcycles.co.uk.

& Australian enduro sensa-
tion Shane Watts won round
12 of the US GNCC series in
Ohio recently, his first victory
in the series for two years.
With a career dogged by
injury, the straight-talking
Aussie was over the moon
with the result. His joy was
shortlived however, as he
dislocated his shoulder at a
National Hare Scramble the
following weekend.

& A new 10-round three-hour
cross-country enduro series
based in the south-west of

the country has just been
announced for next year.
Ride-It are planning on putting
on at least ten events in ‘04
using new venues and com-
pletely fresh land. With no
restriction on tyres, an entry of
200 riders (max) and £30 entry
fees, places are likely to fill up
fast. Check out www.ride-
it.org for the full details...

& Britain’s Paul Edmondson
has confirmed that he’ll be
signing for Honda to ride a
CR250R two-stroke in British
and world championship
enduros next year. Eddy who
is expected to be joined by
Rob Wrayford in British
rounds, had hoped to become
rider/manager of his own
large WEC team, but when
that failed to materialise he
decided to concentrate all his
efforts on his own WEC objec-
tives and is delighted to be
supported by a factory like
Honda. Paul said he’s: ‘looking
forward to the challenge.”




reason: the racing season is over
[now the party can really begin]
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test middleweight thumper. Everything
iecame a blur, and we very nearly ended up
the next galaxy. Yep, the TE450 sure can hustle.
ith all the hoohah surrounding Husky’s
situation and the small matter of a

’

ﬂ'mmpers from the Italian companyw i :
importers Husky Sport managedto make a shght

were mightily impressed.

no 450 class in the World Ei

that it was virtually"
before it

arrived. The 400 model was really only built
for the Six Days and was deleted as soon as it
appeared to make way for the 450. That was at
the tail-end of 2002 - the start of the ‘03 model

low we're looking at models for 2004,

> 450 has only recently been available

ficant num .

tennial graphics aside, the 450 is visually
identical to the 400. In fact, the rolling chassis is
exactly the same. Built from cro-moly steel, the
dark grey frame is a semi-double cradle affair

with a detachable ally sub-frame, shrouded in the

now familiar ‘banana-shaped’ plastics. Marzocchi
supply the forks, a pair of 45mm Shivers, whilst
the rear shock is a multi-adjustable Sachs unit.
T'he brakes are Brembos front and rear, the front
disc measuring 260mm, the rear 220mm. And
quality switchgear graces the braced alloy bars,

Husky’s definitely
got the looks to
go with the
performance...

Awesome motor is
protected by factory -
fitted bashplate..

(4]
Gy

\
|

o)

t
P







