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The lightest, strongest, most
resilient off-road handlebars
available: Renthal°® Fatbar®,
Twinwall® & /g” handlebars

Renthal’s Fatbar and the rest of the range
are designed, developed and manufactured
|| to achieve the best combination of strength
and safety. Renthal’s use of advanced manu-
facturing techniques and specially developed
materials, in all their

" products, makes Renthal
the leading brand on

| the market today.
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From Rugby to Baghdad

boom in popular-

time, but the recent pronouncement by the ACU

(British motorcycle sport’s so-called governing
body), that they (or rather we - the UK) won’t be
sending a Trophy Team to compete in this year’s
ISDE in Brazil in November must rank among the
very worst. Not content with ‘handing back’ the Six
Days in their centenary year, they now appear to
want to abandon the event all together. As that well
known dirt bike rider Oscar Wilde might've said: “To
make one ISDE-related mistake could be considered
unfortunate. But to make two ISDE-related mistakes
begins to look like carelessness.” Me, I think that
carelessness doesn’t even come close to describing
the level of incompetence we're witnessing.

This bizarre decision allegedly came about
because the ACU weren't able to field their first
choice of team riders for the event. And because at
least one of Britain’s selected Trophy Team riders
decided (for whatever reason), that they were unable
to ride this year, now the ACU apparently want to
cut off their nose to spite their face.

So what if a rider has got other priorities? It’s
up to individuals to make their own decisions as to
what'’s best for them. The solution is obvious - pro-
mote another rider into the Trophy Team (perhaps
the strongest of the riders from the Junior squad),
and fill his place by an up-and-coming Junior. The
end result can only be good for the sport - as it
helps bring on new talent.

Well you would have thought so anyway. And
you would have thought that an organisation which
genuinely had the best interests of motorcycle sport
at heart would know and understand this. Instead,
the ACU simply pulled the plug on the whole
Trophy Team. And this, after a number of riders
had invested considerable effort (not to mention
large sums of money) in preparation for the event.

And while we’re on the subject of money - this
comes at a time when off-road sport is enjoying a

I ‘ve seen and heard some crass decisions in my
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against organised trail rides...

new generation engine. Find out what we thought...
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awesome 360C, the stuff of dirt bike legends...

80 BRITISH ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP
Round 4, the Natterjack Enduro, September 20-21
86 UK CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPS

ity. New riders
are trying their
hands at off-road
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Just the place for a little spleen venting...
42 2004 KTM 250EXC
KTM have fitted their latest 250EXC with a
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coffers at ACU

central begin to

swell. This is money which belongs to our sport -
collected on our behalf in order that the sport as a
whole can benefit. So where do you suppose the
money’s going? Well one thing’s for certain it's not
being spent on supporting our top riders through
the Six Days th

If you're reading this and thinking to yourself,
what has this got to do with me? Well don’t be
fooled. These guys are the ‘official face” of motorcy-
cle sport in the UK. And as such, they represent
motorcycling within the wider international commu-
nity. You've got to ask yourself one vital question: if
the ACU don't believe in sticking up for our sport,
then just who the hell will? This isn’t just bad man-
agement, it’s bad news for the sport as a whole.

So perhaps it’s time for the sport to start asking
a few awkward questions of the ACU. Like, where is
our money being spent? Why are we being made to
look foolish in front of the rest of the international
off-road community? And isn’t it now time for the

to come clean and explain their decision?
ere’s already been talk amongst riders and
officials of setting up a breakaway union, so perhaps
the time is now right for wholesale ‘regime change’
up in Rugby.

The ISDE has become the ACU’s Weapon of Mass
Dereliction of duty, and you don’t have to look too far
back in history to discover what happened to the last
regime which tried to cover-up its WMDs...
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ALLEZ LES BLEUES

ALL NEW ENDURO BIKE BREAKS COVER

Following months of speculation,
French/Spanish manufacturers
Sherco (better known for their
trials bikes) have at last released
some pictures of their all new
four-stroke enduro bike - the
Enduro 4.51.

Utilising an entirely new
engine (designed and built in-
house) the electric-start, liquid-
cooled, sohc, four-valve motor
displaces 448.6cc, and uses digi-
tal fuel injection on the intake

‘Assembly is due
to begin later this year

& TEM

side with a stainless and alloy
exhaust. The six-speed engine

is housed in a conventional
chrome-moly steel frame with a
detachable aluminium subframe.
Suspension is handled by USD
Paioli-Kayaba 46mm forks at

the front, with a fully adjustable
Paioli gas rear shock acting
through a progressive linkage
(via an alloy swing-arm). Wheels
use Excel rims with Michelin
tyres, while brakes come cour-

tesy of Spanish supplier
AJP and have been designed
specifically for this applica-
tion, with a 270mm front disc
and a 240mm rear. Claimed
race weight is sub-120kg
fully fuelled which if it's
correct should put the 4.51
among the very lightest 450s.
Assembly is due to begin

at Sherco's factory in Nimes later the bike for mass production. No price has been announced yet
on this year, and it's clear from This is no 'factory prototype’ but expect the Sherco to undercut
the relatively conventional specifi-  but a working example of a rivals like KTM and Yamaha by a
cation (and the factory's press machine which they hope to few hundred pounds when bikes
release) that Sherco have designed  build in significant numbers. become available early next year... &
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Sherco’s Andreu Codina
was one of the men
behind the new Sherco
4.5i. TBNV caught up
with him at the Milan
Show for an exclusive
behind-the-scenes chat
about the new model...

TBM: Why did Sherco decide to
produce a bike for the enduro
market?

RC: When Sherco started, the plan
was to not only make trials bikes, it
was to be an off-road manufacturer.
The next step for us after we devel-

AL SRS & ENDORO AEAGAINE

oped the full
range of trials
bikes was to
acquire HRD

for the 50cc and
125cc two-stoke
bikes. Then for us
the logical evolu-
tion was to devel-
op the 450cc four-
stroke. We won't
be stopping here
because we have
plans for other
four-stroke
engines.

TBM: How
important was
it to build your
own engine and
not source a
power-plant
from another
manufacturer?
RC: Sherco has
always had its
own technology
50 we have always
been in a position
to build our own
engines. The phi-
losophy of the
company is to
have our own
technologies and
develop our own
products. This
way we have our own personality and
we are able to create the products the
way we want them to be.

TBM: How long has it taken to
produce the 4.5i enduro bike?
RAC: The first year of Sherco was

1998. After that first year we developed
three more trials bikes for the "00 season.

I think it was late in "99 that the "00 trials
bike were already available and that's when
we started to design the enduro engine. It
has taken us three years to develop the bike.

TBM: Is it possible to put a figure on
the cost of developing a product like
the 4.5i?

RAC: [ don’t know exactly the figures but
our idea for the enduro bike was to go one
step further than just building the bike we
have now. We want to be able to produce
the bike in serious numbers. We have not
hesitated to invest in machinery and a pro-
duction system so that we can maintain a
high quality while still producing the bike
in large numbers. We are not looking to
be like small volume manufacturers like
VOR or TM, but more like KTM and
Husquarna. Of course it's not possible to
produce bikes in large quantities without
implementing many things, work force,

facilities, distribution network etc. In the
factory in Nimes where the bike is going

to be produced, we have several new
engineers. We are not here to sell only a

few bikes, we are here to try and sell the

bike in serious quantities, like we did with
the trials bike.

TBM: How do you price a new prod-
uct like the 4.5i?

RC: That depends on the quantities you
sell. We have a very good relationship with
our suppliers, we have been involved with
them for many years with our trials bikes
and they believe in our project. The bike
will be competitively priced from the
beginning.

TBM: How much did the product
suppliers help with the development of
the bike?

RC: It is all about collaboration.
Obuviously there are many companies
involved with Sherco and we have a very
good relationship with them. In five years
we have been able to develop a 15-model
range so people can see that we are seri-
ous. There are many people who believe
in Sherco.

TBM: What has been the hardest
part of the bike to develop?

RAC: Of course it has been the engine.
With a four-stroke engine there are many
pieces and many different challenges to
overconmte.

TEBM: Japanese four-stroke develop-
ment has been very aggressive in the
past few years; did Sherco ever worry
that the engine would be out dated
and possibly uncompetitive before

it reached production?

RAC: When we started to design the bike
we were thinking about what would be
happening in two years. We already
designed something thinking about the
way things would go. There are things in
the engine that other companies are now
doing, and there are things in the engine
that people have modified. We believe in
our own project. Of course when we
started we looked at what was in the
market, but like we did with trials after
that we took our own direction and devel-
oped our own philosophy.

TBM: Why did the engineers decide
on a SOHC and not a DOHC?

RAC: | think it is because of simplicity.
For the 250cc four-stroke I think we will
need to use two camshafts but for the
450, power is not a problem. We have
tried to develop a smooth, strong from
the bottom-end, European style power
because for me that is what 80percent of
the people who ride an enduro 450 want.

TBM: Do you have any plans to
produce larger or smaller capacity
four-stroke models?

Left: Italion Kawasaki importers KL
showed their own ‘enduro” version of
the new KX250F at this year’s Milan
Show. A factory version is expected
to be announced shortly...

Right: New for ‘04, 950 Adventure
sports a Gavloises Racing paint-job...

RC: The plan for next year is to have
a 520cc engine and then the next step
will be to develop a 250cc four-stroke.
Making a smaller capacity four-stroke
A’H:{i}l(‘ isn't easy, that’s Il'll}/ we decided
to build the 450 first. A 250cc four-
stroke engine is more delicate than

a 450 and we need to have the right
input but I am confident that we can
produce a competitive product.

TEBM: How important is it to have
the ‘right’ development rider?

RAC: I cannot name the riders that
have been involved but there have been
several. It is important that the riders
collaborate with our engineers and help
us to find the correct suspension set-
tings and power delivery but the ides
of the bike was always to be light, easy
to manoeuvre and simple in design.
Of course we need the input of the rid-
ers but the philosophy of the bike was

for it to be engineered by Sherco. That

has not changed.

TBM: Does Sherco have any plans
to enter a team in next year’s World
Enduro Championship and how
important is it for the company to
be seen competing at the highest
level?

RC: Next year there will be one or
two official Sherco riders in the world
championship. One of them will be

a development rider and the other a
younger rider from one of the leading
enduro nations. Then we will also help
our importers to support riders in their
national championships. Depending on
how things go in our first year we will
decide to either modify things or try
and win a title.

TEBM: The Sherco is only the sec-
ond production off-road bike to fea-
ture fuel injection, how important
for you was it to move away from
utilising a carburettor?

RC: The decision was taken because

since 2002 the European homologa-

tion rules are very difficult to pass
with a carburettor. We have seen
from our tests that the fuel injection
system is very competent and it
makes things much simpler to make
the homologation standard. Also, the
dealers have the chance to modify the
power curve. There is a wider range
of possibilities with the fuel injection
system.

TBM: What has the early
response from the public, media
and industry towards the bike?
RAC: At the moment it is that the
bike looks simple, light, and not like
it will be made in only small quanti-
ties. Everything has been very prom-
ising. In a couple of months the first
production bikes will be ready to test
and then we will know what people
think about the way the bike per-

forms.

TBM: What type of rider is the
bike aimed at?

RAC: | think it is for the average
enduro rider, the guy why rides a
KTM, Husquarna or a Yamaha.

TBM: Where would you like

to see Sherco within the enduro
marketplace in five years?

RAC: [ am confident that we can play
a good role in the off-road market.
When I see what we have achieved
in five years, with a distribution
network all over the world to more
than 50 countries, when I see the
help and support we get from out
suppliers, and with the belief that
we have to be able to create new
products, I think we can play a good
role. Of course it is not necessary to
go too fast but looking at what we
have done in five years I am very
confident about our future.

TBM: Thanks Andreu.
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Yamaha Launch New Big Trailie:
Fuel-injected XT660R continue's the
Tenere Tradition

V amaha has released details of a new big trailie for
its 2004 line-up. The brand new XT660R which will
become available at the beginning of next year, continues
a long line of big trail bikes from Yamaha, stretching
right back to the original XT500 of 1976.

Though nowhere near as radical or ground-breaking
as that original machine, the new XT-R is the first
Yamaha single to feature fuel-injection and contines to
develop the 'Paris-Dakar’ styling with radically upswept
exhausts and a humpy tank, Yamaha trumpet the liquid-
cooled 660cc engine as an ‘all-new’ powerplant, but in
fact the engine can trace its roots back more than ten
years to the previous XT-Z660 of 1993.

The new 660R retains the XT-Z's bottom end and 100
x 84mm bore and stroke, but does away with the com-
plex DOHC actuated five-valve cylinder head. In its
place is a less complex SOHC arrangement actuating

CONTACT OURSELVES OR CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE FOR YOUR NEAREST OFFICIAL G

CAS G'A

Harpur Hill Industrial Estate, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 9JL Tel. 0845 224 2001 Fax: 0845 224 20072
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a four-valve cylinder
head (with roller-bearing
rockers), while a forged
piston and ceramic-com-
posite plated barrel help
reduce reciprocating
mass and ensure good
heat dissipation.

Twin stainless steel
headers exit from the
twin-port head and run
under the bike and then
into what Yamaha term
'dual capacity up-muf-
flers’ (upswept exhausts
to you and me), both of
which feature catalys

bike's air-induction s m) e
new emissions regulations. Tt
(often a weak point with olc

-

B

nd which along with the
ure that the XT-R me
five-speed transmission
er XTs) has been completely
gned and substantially uprated, with the addition
r cogs and a new shifting mechanism. Yamaha 8
have concentrated on making the bike extremely torquey
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DOUBLE
BARRELLED

Aprilia Plan V-Twin Dirt Bike

Trar BT & ENOUNG AGATINE

and despite its simpler engine architecture, claim the
new XT-R to be the 'most powerful and responsive big
single ever used on a road-going production Yamaha.'
On the chassis side, the XT-R utilises the engine as a
stressed member and features a traditional tubular steel
frame but with twin top rails rather than'a single frame
backbone. Front suspension comes courtesy of a pair of
old-fashioned unadjustable Paiolis with a 21inch front
wheel and 225mm of travel. At the reara Yamaha
Monocross system (adjustable for preload only) is
actuated by a steel swinging-arm which gives the

17inch rear wheel 200mm of travel.

In terms of other equipment the XT-R features a
15 litre tank, a large diameter 298mm front di

a smaller 245mm rear disc and a modern multi-
instrument panel. Yamaha haven't forgotten about
security either and the bike also comes with an

integrat
the seat to store a U-lock.

In terms of styling and dynamics however, our first

FIN MIKAR AHOLA IS
CURRENTLY R VOR
FRCTORY PILOT
COMPETING IN THE
OVER-S00CC WORLD
ENDURO CHRAMPIONSHIP
CLASS

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

It was a 1990 model 125cc KTM, my
father bought it for me from a local
enduro guy in October 1990. I was
nearly 16 and really excited. I had
some experience riding local

unction

impressions are slightly less favourable. The styling
seems eerily reminiscent of BMW's fuel-injected F650GS
(lastupdated in 1999) and we reckon it's a shame that
Yamaha hayen't been much bolder with their design.
Instead of taking the opportunity of moving the styling
into the twenty-first century they've played safe and
gone for a traditional (though contemporary) 'Dakar’
look. And then there's the weight. Fully fuelled the
XT660R is going to be nudging 185kg which is actually
heavier than Yamaha claim for their four-cylinder R6
sportsbike, which has got more than double the power
to push it along

Soit's a half-hearted cheer for Yamaha's efforts which
(on paper at least - we've yet to ride the bike), look like
being ever so slightly underwhelming. That said the

immobiliser system and space under

when it ¢

motocross tracks on an 80cc Suzuki,
but I wanted an enduro bike so I
could ride on the street. My father
took me riding in the forest; I loved
it because it was totally different to
anything else I'd done.

WHAT WRS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

My first race was in January of "91.
It was a local snow race in Finland.
We rode the same loop for an hour
and a half. It's enough in winter
time because after that your fingers
start to freeze. I couldn’t believe it
when I won the beginners class.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

I enjoyed the race in Brazil in '97.
It was where I won my first ever
world championship race. I was
second on day one and first on
Sunday. I was riding really relaxed.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE

HARDEST ENDURO YOU

HAVE EVER RACED?
Novemberkasan in ‘94, I rode a
125¢cc Husqvarna. It was a total
nightmare. I won the race in 93,
when the ground was frozen. The
race is like one long special test. At
the start of the race the first test was

blue/silver livery.

market for this type of bike (particularly in Euroland)
remains strong and with a UK price of between £4300

£4500, the new XT-R should be competitively priced
ves early next year in its blue/black or

50 minutes long and I broke one of
my lights. I almost vomited because
I was looking at the other light
going up and down for so long. The
next stage I tried to push hard but it
was 30 minutes of pushing the bike
and lifting it out of ruts. The second
test was the same. I was exhausted
after the first lap, and I had two
more laps to go and then the race
the next day. My ass was so sore
that I could barely walk. I don't
know how but I managed to finish
third.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD THE
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON YOUR
CRREER?

When I stared Kari Tiainen was the
guy that I looked up to and he gave
me some good advice. But even
before that there was a guy in

my moto club who used to race
motocross who was very helpful.
Other influences have been
Peterhansel and later I have tried
to take something from Merriman.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

I think in “01. I was second in the
500cc four-stroke championship and
won the ISDE that year and was
leading the WEC race in Slovakia

Italian bike manufacturer Aprilia
chose the Milan Show to release
details of their innovative new
450cc V-twin engine which they
plan on using to power a range
of new dirt bikes. The narrow-
angle (77degree) V-twin uses a
chain-driven sohc design operat-

until I had some small bike prob-
lems. It was my first year on the
500; everyone was telling me that I
couldn’t be fast in my first year. The
VOR engine was very good because
some people were laughing at me
for riding it. I wanted to show
everyone that they were wrong.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISRPPOINTING RESULT?

The last round of the world champi-
onship in the same year, '01. I was
so much faster than Anders there

in Sweden but I didn’t win the title.
I crashed on the second lap and lost
about 40 seconds. I then pulled it
back and was leading by seven
seconds going into the last test.
thought that if I rode like I normally
do it would be enough. It wasn't.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
BIGGEST CRASH?

The most serious was in ‘92 when

I broke my Femur in Finland in the
winter time. I had a little bit worn
out spike rear tyre. I was going fast
in the forest and my rear wheel
started sliding and hit a tree stump
and I hit a tree. The result of that
crash was the worst. Since then

I have had some terrible crashes,
but luckily no injuries.

ing four valves
cy?mder, toget’t\grer
with electronic fuel-
injection to enable the
bike to meet emissions

ts.
mrgAeprilia claims that
the ultra-compact
engine weighs just
over 30kg, and will
have a rev ceiling in
excess of 1 g
The first bikes will be
revealed in December

Aprilia’s new V-twin motor
is destined to slot into enduro,
MX, and supermoto machines...

©JOHN KEOGH Design '03

claims a factory insider, when
Aprilia launches its 2004 Supermoto
and MX teams. But production bikes
which will include a trail, enduro,
supermoto, MXer and possibly a
y bike, will be another year off -

scheduled for launch in the 2005
model year.

Despite the off-road market hav-
ing being dominated by singles for

WHAT IS YOUR MOST TRERS-
URED ENDURO MEMORWY?

One very special memory for me
is from "96, when I won the most
important race in Finland. It is
around a lake and it has been run-
ning for about 70 years. If you win
it three times you get to keep the
trophy. The last trophy went to Sven
Erik Johnsson in ‘86. | was the
youngest rider to ever win the tro-
phy. I was 21 and riding a TM 125.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOWYED
RIDING/OWNING THE MOST?
There have been special moments
on every bike I have raced. [ was
struggling with the aggressive
power of my 300TM, my mechanic
changed it a little and I won both
days at the world championship
in Sweden. The year after that I
got my first ever ISDE win. The
bike was like a rider; sometimes

it was really good and other days
it was really bad.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

At the moment it is hard pack with
no ruts. I think it is because I have
trained in Italy for so long. Until
'98 I preferred sand.

the past 30 years (thanks to their
relative simplicity and weight
advantage), there's no doubt that

a twin cylinder engine offers advan-
tages in terms of power, smoothness
and reliability. And with its V-twin
format Aprilia are hoping to be

able to offer something completely
different to the off-road market.
Watch this space...

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE (OR LESS) OF?

It would be good if we could bet on
enduro. I know that in Finland
horse racing has grown because you
can bet on it and there is now more
money involved. Some people with
money don’t like to sponsor riders
or teams but they would bet on the
racing. It becomes like a sport for
them.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

It’s hard to guess. I hope the basic
principal of enduro stays the same
with one rider at a time racing
against the clock on special tests.
Enduro is enduro because you
always ride alone.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT

TO ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

I would like to win one damn world
championship! I would be happy

to win one because at the moment
it looks like I am only able to win
the Six Days.







