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ithout a care! '

The lightest, strongest, most
resilient off-road handlebars
available: Renthal® Fatbar®,

Twinwall*® & /g” handlebars

Less to worry about when you drop it.

Renthal’s Fatbar and the rest of the range
are designed, developed and manufactured
to achieve the best combination of strength
and safety. Renthal’s use of advanced manu-
facturing techniques and specially develop
materials, in all their

products, makes Renthal
the leading brand on

the market today.

UK Distributors

* B&C EXPRESS, Lincoln tel
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.l. SPORT, Surrey tel: 01372 3!

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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JOHN LAMPKIN IMPORTS LTD
OFFICIAL UK BETA IMPORTER

ALP 4.0 - £4259,
CONTACT JL IMPORTS FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

JOHN LAMPKIN IMPORTS LTD GREENGATE SILSDEN KEIGHLEY,
WEST YORKSHIRE BD20 9LA

TEL: 01535 655970 FAX: 01535 656580
EMAIL: sales@thetrialcompany.com
WEB: www.thetrialcompany.com

LERS REQUIRED IN SOME AREAS

he Fatty Pipe produces  This is the most popular silencer in
power thoughout the  the FMF range. It provides a strong
rev range with a big <. performance edge to any 2-stroke
increase of power in\%  machine, enhancing power where
the mid- range. Pair it is most needed.

this with any of the
tail pipes featured for ) Power Core 2
- £79

the utmost in power output!

Available for 65cc-250cc |
SST's start at £193

Available for 250CC_500(‘:C:, .
Gnarly's start at £175
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The SST is Top Dog
in the FMF exhaust
line. You can expect
| to see a substantial {
/| increase in the mid-|

range and top end,
yet still having power \

on tap in the low end. Designed for sound regulations
Combined with any of 4 of 94Db's. The Q is the
the silencers featured... 1 perfect choice for Enduro
result ~ massive power! = and Trail riders, helping
to stop noise pollu-
tion and maintain-

ing crucial power!

Gnarly...4-stroke power
from a 2-stroke! Made
1 of ultra strong 18 gauge
1| steel, this pipe produces
loads of low end torque
right into @ meaty mid-
4/ range. Paired with any of

the pipes featured will give
you the ultimate Hare &
Hounds/Enduro weapon!

§
. e Q The revolutionary FMF "Q" is the world's
RN first 4-stroke off-road muffler to combine
g \ strong performance while keeping noise output within
the legal 94Db limit. The "Q" uses internal baffles, chambers
® | and space age sound-absorbing materials to control exhaust
The Q £275 flow for less noise and minimal power loss.

CALL YOUR DEALER OR TEL: 01404 549696 FAX: 01404 549697
OR VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT www.rushracing.co.uk



Young At Heart...

'B y 'eck lad... that's a grand sounding
bike.' The voice came from an old
fellow out walking with his lady wife,
who'd popped his head up from the other side
of a dry stone wall. We were out testing the new
Beta Alp and we'd stopped to admire the view
over a splendid limestone escarpment, high up in
the Yorkshire Dales. But on seeing the walkers we
quickly switched off our engines and struck up a
conversation with them. They were keen to chat.

Had we come far? Were the bikes special?
How often did we come up here? We repaid the
compliments of course, asking them where they
were travelling to? Had they avoided the rain
showers? And were they on holiday, or just
locals out for a pleasant walk?

Despite our age differences (they were both
long retired), and our different modes of trans-
port, we shared a common love of the country-
side. And in particular the splendid scenery high
up on this vantage point.

We stood and chatted for ten or more minutes
about all sorts of things. They showed us an old
wooden fence post which they'd placed between
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two large rocks jutting out of a dry stone wall
and used as a makeshift bench seat for many
years - as they often came up here to admire the
view. We in turn showed them around our bikes
and explained the differences between them.
They told us that they saw plenty of walkers
every time they were up here, but they very
rarely came across trail riders.

Then with a cheery wave 'good-bye' we left
them to enjoy their sandwiches alone, and head-
ed on our way. And as we chugged off into the
distance I can remember thinking to myself, I
hope that when I get to their age that I'll be as
open-minded, young at heart and easy-going
as they were.

In fact wouldn't it be great if all countryside
users were just as friendly. Because if they really
valued our historic countryside - they'd want to
share it with everybody...
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GIANT KILLER®

Here are the first pics of Kawasaki's
all-new 2004 mini-thumper, the
KX250F. Initially only available in
MX trim, the good news is that an
enduro version is set to follow.
Kawasaki are making bold claims
about their new bike, for instance
the press blurb states: 'Designed to
be both more powerful and lighter
than the leading 250 four-stroke,
the DOHC 4-valve powerplant

is absolutely loaded with light-
weight materials and unconven-
tional design techniques.'

I'm not sure about unconven-
tional design techniques, but
certainly the spec of the semi-dry-
sumped 249cc, five-speed single
seems pretty good. There's a new
style of lightweight and narrow
steel perimeter frame with a steep
26.5 degree steering angle and
compact 7.5L tank. A completely
redesigned Uni-Trak rear suspen-
sion set-up whereby the link pivots
on the swingarm as opposed to the
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frame (the net result of which is
that the shock absorber now moves
in an outward arc as it compresses,
which Kawasaki claim makes for

a significant improvement in rear
wheel traction under accelleration).
And weight saving measures
include the use of magnesium
for the cam-box cover, clutch cover
and generator cover. In addition
the bike's single header pipe is con-
structed from titanium (with a stain-
less muffler), while the MXer even
features new lightweight spokes,
rims and tyres! It all adds up to a
claimed dry weight of just 92.5kg
which if true sounds remarkable.
The 250F's engine is all new
and developed in conjunction with.
engineers from Suzuki. Massively
oversquare with a bore and stroke
of 77 x 53.6mm (exactly the same
as Yamaha's WR250F), it features
a high 12.1:1 compression ratio
(12.5:1 WR-F) and is fed by a 37mm
Keihin flat-slide carb (same as the
WR-F) with a throttle-position sen-
sor. This, along with the use of light-
weight titanium valves, should help
it rev onto its (rev-limited) redline
of 13,000rpm (max power arrives at
11,000rpm!). Although the MXer is
kick-start only (with an auto-decom-
pressor, hot-start lever and optional
manual decompressor), the enduro
bike will come fitted with an elec-
tric-start. Other points of interest
include a neat alloy skid-plate and
two plastic sideguards to protect
the engine, a conventionally routed
front brake hose (ie around the fork
leg) instead of the under-fork leg
routing of old KXs, a semi-floating
250mm front disc (and 240mm rear
disc) and a seat height of 950mm.
The first shipments of KX-Fs
should arrive before the end of
the year, and the promise from
Kawasaki is that the enduro version
is not too far behind. Can't wait...

—

NEW BLUE

Yamaha's line-up of off-roaders has just been
extended to include the popular TT250R model and
the Italian-built electric-start TT600RE (a replacement
for the XT600E - which has become the latest victim
of the new Single Vehicle Approval rules). The new
bikes which are available immediately as 2003 models
are being stocked by Yamaha road bike dealers and
come with two years unlimited mileage warranty.
Prices are £3999 (plus otr) and £4499 (plus otr)
respectively.

Yamaha have also just released details of their 2004
models. For next year, Yamaha are planning on mak-
ing just very minor modifications to their WR-F range

after both bikes received major changes for the 2003
model year. The mods (to both models) include a

trick new forged aluminium sidestand which folds
away 20 degrees higher than the current design
(finally, no more trapped feet or getting stuck in ruts!),
a redesigned rear wheel spacer (to make wheel chang-
ing easier), a special low-friction 'Kashima' coating on
the fork tubes, a new gripper seat and a few other tiny

BOLT-ON
WONDERS

Yamaha have released a catalogue
of official factory bolt-on goodies

(and accessories) for their range of
enduro bikes. We've had chance to

detail changes.

Alterations to the engines include a newly designed
low-friction cylinder (250F), new titanium header pipe
(250F), new clutch housing (450F) and a remapped
CDI (both). Both bikes have also received revised
rear suspension settings and a slightly modified

linkage assembly.

take a look at a number

of them up close (attached
to a WR-F450) and see for
ourselves what they're real-
ly like. The kit is predomi-
nantly aimed at WR-F own-
ers, and the comprehensive
list of parts includes such
goodies as an alloy wrap-
around bashplate (£69.99),
oversized tapered bars
(£59.99), bar mounting kit
(£36.99), alloy frame-guards
(£54.99), alloy rad guards (£48.99),
and 17" supermoto wheels (£359.99
rear, £329.99 front). And certainly
the quality looks of the kit to be
good with a decent standard of fit
and finish, and sporting nice subtle
Yamaha logos.

Also on offer is a range of
Yamaha branded items including
clothing, casual wear, gear bag,
bike cover and what appears to
be a well-priced hydration pack
(at only £25.99!). But the item in the
catalogue which really caught our
eye (which we didn't see first hand)
was the Yamaha work pad. This

thick foldaway plastic mat goes
under your bike when you're
working on it (so you don't lose
any nuts and bolts), and also dou-
bles up as a changing mat on wet
grass etc. It's a snip at only £64.99!
We usually find that an un-
branded tarpaulin from the local
DIY store does the same job and
costs under a tenner. Anyway, with
the exception of the work pad the
prices seem about right, the quali-
ty's good and of course everything
comes with Yamaha's backing. For
a copy of the catalogue, see your
local Yamaha off-road dealer, or
call Yamaha UK on 01932 358000.
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Just what the hell is a car doing in the news section of TBM? Well we rec

the launch of this new pick-up from Proton is important enough to qualify

as dirt bike news. Why? Because believe it or not this bike carrier comes in at
just £5995 + VAT! That's cheaper than many secondhand vans - and actually
cheaper than one or two dirt bikes we could name. For those who are interest-
ed, the Proton Jumbuck (it's an Aussie sheep, apparently), is powered by a
front wheel drive, 1.5 litre petrol-engine and comes with a three year/60,000
mile warranty. For an extra £900 you can go for the GLS version which gets
you cloth seats, CD player, alloy wheels, driving lamps, electric windows and
mirrors, wheelarch and body side mouldings and two-tone metallic paint.
Both models get a 635kg payload capacity, remote central locking and alarm,
and power-steering. More details from your nearest Proton dealer and watch
out for a brief test drive in TBM soon..

Hertfordshire. Alternatively if you just related gubbins you've got kicking
want to sell your bike, this is the per- around in your shed, whilst at the
fect opportunity to plonk it on a stand same time buying the same old tat
with a 'For Sale' notice and let the pun- ~ from everyone else's stall. The gig
Dig out your scratched old spare ters eyeball it. Each pitch costs a fiver kicks off at Ipm and should last a few
plastics, torn riding jerseys, part-worn (and is limited to two bikes and two hours, with the promise of a bar, food
handgrips, toothless old sprockets people), and admission is only a quid and live music in the evening (starting
and anything else dirt bike related (children under ten get in free when at 6pm). There's free parking, free
that you want to get rid of, and bring accompanied by an adult), so tell all camping and the following day there's
‘em along to the first ever TBM/TBEC your mates about it. The idea is to sell, a TBEC enduro to watch (or ride in).
Endurojumble which is set to take “swap, exchange, flog, vend, trade, shift For more details including venue etc,

place on Saturday 6 September in or simply give away any old dirt bike see next month's issue...

Grand Prix

Motoreyceles

177 - 187 QUEEN STREET, NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON TQ12 2BW
TEL: 01626 335000 FAX: 01626 333320
EMAIL: mark@grandprixmotorcycles.com
WEB: www.grandprixmotorcycles.com

Honda

XLR125R
LR200R
LR250R
XLR250R Baja
L200R
XL250 Degree
XR200R
XR250R
XR400R
XR600R
CRM250R1
CRM250R2/3
TL125R
TL200R
TLR250R
TLM220R
RTL250R HRC
SL230R

2 in stock
5 in stock
5 in stock
2 in stock
1 only

2 in stock
2 in stock
6 in stock
2 in stock
1 only

2 in stock
4 in stock
1 only

4 in stock
4 in stock
3 in stock
2 in stock
1 only

fm
fm
fm
fm

fm
fm
fm
fm

fm

fm
fm
fm
fm

£1895
£1795
£1395
£1695
£1495
" £1795
£1695
£1395
£2695
£2695
£1395
£1795
£1495
£1495
£1895
£1495
£1995
£2695

Kawasaki

KDX125SR
KDX200SR
KDX220SR
KDX250SR
KLX250SR
KLX250G S. Sherpa 3 in stock

Suzuki

DR200 Djebel
DR250SHE
DR250XC
DR650RS
TS200R
RH250R
RMX250R

1 only
1 only
4 in stock
1 only

4 in stock

7 in stock
2 in sock
4 in sock
1 only

1 only

1 only

1 only

fm

fm

fm

fm
fm

fm

£1495

£995
£1695
#1995
£1795
£1995

£1395
£1695
£1995
£1295
£1295
£1595
£1695

Yamaha

XT225 Serrow 5 in stock fm

XT250T 1 only
DT200WR 1 only
TTR250R 5 in stock fm

TTR250R Raid 3 in stock fm

Classic Trail

Honda TL50 76

Honda XL250 Motorsport 75
Suzuki TS125 75

Yamaha TY50M 76

Yamaha TY175 76

Yamaha XT500E 77

£1495
£1595
£1995
£1895
£1795

£1495
£1295
£1395
£2495
£1595
£2995

The premier off road dealer in the Westcountry i]?;
# More Stock % More Choice % Better Deals

¢ Credit Cards Taken % Nationwide Delivery

# Full Range of Accessories in Stock
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second world title as he produced dlsappom’tmg-
* ly low finishes in France, Italy and Finland. By
the time the series had moved to Sweden, and,
Roman had regamed his form, it was too late.
“ He finished the year as runner-up.in the class.
S »'Thmgs could also have beenivery different for
‘\%‘OR’m 2003 S‘f"eadaly esfab:hshmg themselves @s :




ambitious plans of becoming the first European-
based manufacturer to produce a new-from-the-
ground-up 250cc four-stroke left the company
short on change at a time when their production
bikes simply weren’t selling in the numbers they
hoped. From there things got worse. With more
money going out than was coming in, and with
their quarter-litre thumper project shelved, VOR
shut its doors for half a year before finally being
taken over by Mondial.

Nien In Black

When it comes to VOR’s World Enduro
Championship team quality, rather than quantity,
is their approach to racing. Not having copious
amounts of cash to entice riders onto the black
and silver machines, just two official riders,
Czech-born Roman Michalik and Finn Mika
Ahola, make VOR’s set-up the smallest ‘official”
team in the WEC paddock. (The team has also
drafted 2001 250cc four-stroke world champion
Mateo Rubin into the squad after the Italian
badly broke his leg early last year and lost his
KTM ride, but with little success so far). But
that’s not to say they are in any way inferior to
the orange, yellow and blue squads they park
12 TEM

Powerplant.is-physically
large compared with other
modern thumpers....

alongside. Far from it. Ruthlessly efficient,
well organised and focused, with no two-stroke
machinery in their line-up they simply put their
450cc eggs in Roman’s basket and their Over-
500cc eggs in Mika’s. An approach the team has
adopted for several seasons and one that has seen
them claim two overall ISDE wins thanks to Mika
and a healthy number of day wins in this year’s
WEC series.

While Mika Ahola is the better known of the

VOR try to keep their race bikes
as close to the production models
as possible. But there are some
fairly obvious differences...

N

two team riders, Roman has been with the
VOR team since leaving TM at the end of 2001.
Drafted into the squad to help develop their ill-
fated reversed cylinder head 250cc thumper, the
Czech rider is both the tallest and arguably the
fastest grass test rider in the WEC series today.
His major downfall, and one thing that has
stopped him claiming more than just the one
world title, is his lack of pace on cross-country
tests. He’s also not a great sand rider either.

Unlike certain WEC teams, the VOR squad has
a sizeable and experienced team supporting its
riders. Gini, or Stramigioli Giovanni to give him
his correct name, is the key behind-the-scenes
player in the team - the man who is responsible
for preparing the team’s bikes. A former TM
Grand Prix motocross mechanic, Gini was the
person accountable for ‘modernising” the once
bulky VOR, having only a few seasons earlier
headed the team entrusted with doing the same
at TM. He is also one of the most experienced
and knowledgeable mechanics in the WEC pits,
one that not only knows how to build a race win-
ning bike, but can also design and manufacture
chassis and swing arm components himself.
Although not a direct employer of VOR, (the
quiet, Marlboro-smoking Italian’s preparation
and R&D company also undertake other projects)
90 percent of his time is spent working on VOR’s
enduro and supermoto machines. Put simply, he
who knows his way around a VOR blindfolded.

Black Art

The bikes that both Roman and Mika raced dur-

ing this year’s World Enduro Championships are,

despite featuring essentially standard chassis and
™M s



only lightly modified engines, aesthetically quite
different from the soon to be available 2003
models (they should be here in August). The first
and most noticeable change is that both feature
tiny 6.5 litre aluminium fuel tanks which are
conventionally located (something likely to seen
on the 2005-model production bikes). Apparently,
such small tanks are used because the bikes will
happily run for two hours, and carrying extra
fuel is just carrying extra weight. The other major
1494 TBM

change is to the airbox set-up.

According to Gini, VOR like to keep their race
bikes as close to the production units as possible.
He also explained the importance of testing new
parts under race conditions. “There is only one
place you get a really good feeling for new parts
and that is in a race’, he says candidly. Although
the reliability of both the bikes has been good this
year, the “testing under race conditions’ approach
is one that caused Mika to DNF the second day’s

competition in France when a
pre-production swingarm failed.

The changes to the airbox have
given the factory bikes an almost
two-stroke look when it comes to
induction, with the carb being con-
nected to the airbox via a large rub-
ber boot. Earlier in the season both
bikes utilised a one-piece alumini-
um subframe/airbox unit which
also featured an aluminium boot.
However, both bikes now feature
what will essentially be put into
production for 2005 - an aluminium
subframe with a plastic airbox and
a rubber connecting boot. But why
the need to improve the way in
which the bike breathes you may
ask? Well, according to Gini the
‘tube between the airbox and the
carb makes a big difference on a
four-stroke’. Its as simple as that.

Interestingly, while talking about carburettor
changes Gini touches upon the subject of fuel
injection. ‘It is something that we want and must
test because it is the future. The problem we have
is that the parts are too big in Italy; they are for
cars and road bike. They are no good for off-road
competition. The parts on Japanese bikes are not
only small but they work well too.”

The second biggest change, and one that has
been implemented by the team during the course
of this year’s WEC series, is the use of factory
supplied Ohlins suspension both front and rear.
Starting the season with an Ohlins shock, both
Mika’s and Roman'’s bike featured Paioli-Kayaba
48mm forks. Claiming that the Swedish dampers
are a marked improvement over the early season
Paioli/Ohlins package, the fact that Ohlins also
provide a WEC race service doubtless helps.

When trying to find out what makes a VOR
WEC team bike different in the motor department
to a production machine, Gini answers simply,
‘not much’. Going on to explain that finding
additional bottom-to-mid range power isn’t easy,
he makes it clear that exhaust pipes, compression
ratios and carburettor settings are key to the team
bikes improved engine performance and is where
he has focused most of his energies. ‘An engine is
like a puzzlé,” he says philosophically. “You must
put all the pieces together correctly in order for it
to work.” With that he means there is no special
bolt-on exhaust pipe or ‘factory’ cam and valve
set-up that makes either bike special, instead an

understanding, his understanding, that to get the
best from the motor you need to be both method-
ical and thorough in your preparation. Something
he clearly is.

The remaining changes are those found on
most world championship race bikes. Starting at
the front, Roman’s 450 is fitted with an over-sized
270mm floating wavy front disk while at the rear
a solid disk is fitted should conditions get a little
wetter. A higher seat is fitted to Roman’s bike as
well as an Ohlins steering damper, Acerbis hand
guards, machined triple clamps and hubs and
Michelin rubber. Other parts that are just a little
different to standard equipment are the bike’s
linkage and the water pump. ‘They work better’,
was all I was told.

Black On Track

The most noticeable change when sitting on
Roman’s bike was his very personalised seat-
ing/handlebar set-up. At over six foot tall myself,
a higher, more open cockpit area is something

I normally welcome and feel more comfortable
with, but Roman takes things to the extreme.
With his high-rise Reikon bars rolled well for-
ward in clamps that are also raised 25mm over
standard, the position is an uncomfortable one.
It is also one that after a few laps I had to change
to a more conventional set-up. While great for
feet-up trail riding, when trying to negotiate
rough and rutted corners I felt uncomfortable
and unable to place the front wheel exactly
where I wanted. So far forward and raised were
Roman’s bars that they actually started to make
my fore-arms ache!

The motor, despite having a noticeable but in
no way detrimental tendency to vibrate a little
more than other 450cc machines when stationary,
was pretty much like the standard VOR - just
with stronger power. Smooth, well spread out
throughout the rev range and with no real hit,
it was the bottom to mid range power that was
most impressive. That said on the few occasions
that I did hold a gear longer than was really nec-
essary, the bike proved that it will just as happily
produce strong power at high rpm but that over
revving results in a noticeable drop off in power.

With world championship races now won and
lost solely on special tests it came as little surprise
to find that Roman’s suspension was firmer
rather than softer than stock. Despite the fact
that Roman is the tallest WEC rider he is also the
skinniest. Knowing this, and having actually used
his suspension before and found it to be way too
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B e CHECK

soft for my weight/liking, the fact that his VOR
retained what felt like a reasonably high ride
height came as a bit of a surprise. With the rear
end of Roman’s VOR pointing skyward even
when riding along the flat or accelerating out
of turns, when braking, the ‘bum-up’ feeling
seemed to exaggerate the shortening of the bike’s
wheelbase as the forks compressed. Noticeably
loading the front wheel into tighter turns the flat
seat and narrow tank made it incredibly easy to
move my body weight forward enabling me to
place the front wheel with considerable accuracy.
While the suspension was noticeably firm,
it also did a good job of soaking up the smaller
bumps around the circuit. With the bike feeling
high, due in part to the raised seat height, it also
felt at times a little unstable and nervous over
bigger bumps when riding at speed. Which is the
complete opposite to the stocker I should add.
When it came to the bike’s controls, the
Nissin/Brembo/Braking front brake set-up
was both a powerful yet surprisingly easy one to
use. Offering more than enough stopping power,
especially on the dry, grippy test track, the action
of the rear brake was also first class, albeit a little
gentler and easier to use. The action of the clutch
1 TEM

was firm, smooth and responsive
while the throttle light, and equal-
ly responsive thanks to the bike’s
jetting.

Back In Black

The amalgamation of VOR’s new
slim-line chassis with Roman’s
aggressive motocross-like seat-
ing/handlebar set-up and the
‘Euro style power” of the 450cc
motor is one that certainly gives
the bike a unique feel and takes
a little getting used to. Producing
power that is more commonly
associated with the slow turning,
heavy, European thumpers from
before the ‘four-stroke revolution’,
the fact that Roman’s bike turns
exceptionally well, is stable and
isn’t either heavy or bulky means
that it has all the attributes of a
great enduro bike.

Personally though, I feel that
VOR’s requirement to ‘update’
their machines in a relatively short
period of time, and with only lim-
ited funds, have left them with a
few design glitches that they are still working to
resolve. While the Japanese, KTM and Husqvarna
have all minimised the size of their four-stroke
engines (which in turn has let them use more
compact two-stroke chassis), VOR have stuck
with their existing power-plant and built a new
chassis around it. While Roman’s motor produces
the type of power that is ideal for enduro use,
there’s no getting away from the fact that it is
bigger than the new generation thumper motors
that are starting to flood the market. And at
times, it seems that VOR are almost trying to
engineer their way out of a few corners which
they’ve previously designed themselves into.

What is encouraging though is the fact that
VOR are clearly on their way back. After a six-
month factory shut-down, company take-over
and subsequent relocation, the black and silver
WEC team bikes are again showing signs that
the factory are moving things forward with clear
and definite goals. And if the same approach is
adopted towards their production models, VOR
(or should that be Mondial Off-Road) looks set
to re-establish themselves as a genuine four-
stroke player. And that can only be a good
thing for the sport...
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" HUSQVARNA MAIN DEALER

All Models Available, ENDURO/SUPER MOTARD/MOTO-X KIDS BIKES

FIRST COME - FIRST SERVE

WE WANT YOUR USED ENDURO BIKE - CASH WAITING ALL YAMAHA'S/HONDAS AND SUZUKIS STILL SUPPLIED

03 Husgvarna
03 Husqgvarna
03Husgvarna
03 Yamaha
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B CHECK)

ime Trials

Scorpa’s TT-R125-

powered trials bike is
the first four-stroke trials
machine for a generation.
TBN checked it out...

our-stroke power in the feet-up world

of trials has not played a significant

part since the early-Eighties when Eddy
Lejeune won the World Trials Championship for
three years on the trot on a four-stroke Honda.
But all that looks set to change if a recent FIM
directive comes into force. The FIM, the govern-
ing body of world motorcycle sport, have decreed
that from 2005 the World Trials Championship
will be contested solely by machines using four-
stroke engines. The decision is believed to be
based on environmental reasons, but whether
this actually happens depends entirely on the
trials bike manufacturers having a four-stroke
trialer in their model range.

However there is a bigger incentive than a
World Championship for the manufacturers
to get their act together, as there is a long-term
worldwide requirement for all motorcycles to
be four-stroke powered. And those first on the
trials scene with a thumper, should in theory
reap the benefits of less competition and more
production experience.

Montesa-Honda, Sherco and Gas Gas are
known to be developing four-stroke trials bikes
for public launch in the next 15 months or so, but
Scorpa have beaten them all to it with the recent
announcement of their 125 production trials bike.
The bike which uses a Yamaha TT-R125 engine
should be available in the UK come September,
following a successful three bike debut in the
tough Scottish Six Days Trial this year.

Brake system comes
with wave discs...

Scottish Play

The bike that importer Martin Crosswaite rode
to 21st place in the Scottish is the first production
four-stroke trials bike since the 250 Honda RTL
(monoshock) and 200/250 Honda TLR (twin-
shock), machines that enjoyed limited popularity
in the mid-Eighties, and which still regularly turn



up in club trials. The 125
Scorpa is currently under-
going final evaluation in
the UK before the French
factory begins the produc-
tion run that includes a
guaranteed order from
Japan of 2000 machines.
And TBM has managed
to get the first competition
test of a machine that
could be the forerunner
of the biggest change to
happen in the world of
trials for nearly 20 years.
For their four-stroke
debut, Scorpa have sensi-
bly aimed at the leisure market rather than the
competition side, and the first machines will actu-
ally be marketed as trail bikes (rather than trials
bikes). Expected to be broadly similar to the bike
tested here (although with altered cosmetics), the
differences between the trail bike and trials bike
are likely to be confined to the styling and the
final gearing, rather than any major mechanical
changes. However if you want to wait, the dedi-
cated trials bike is anticipated soon afterwards.
Scorpa already have a well established and
competitive two-stroke trials bike, which uses
20 TBM

Right: The mid-'80s
was the last time
the trials world
saw production
four-strokes...

!

the Yamaha TY-Z250 trials
engine housed in a light-
weight chassis with Paioli
forks, AJP brakes and a
conventional monoshock
system. And by adapting
their existing chassis
they’ve managed to make
it accommodate the well-
proven Yamaha TT-R
engine. This in turn has
meant savings both in
terms of cost (not having
to develop their own pow-
erplant) and more impor-
tantly time, which has
enabled Scorpa to produce
a large batch of machines
and satisfy a growing mar-
ket currently devoid of an

Small is Beautiful

For those that don’t already know, Yamaha’s
TT-R125 engine is an air-cooled, SOHC,
two-valve inclined engine fitted with a
20mm Mikuni carburettor. It’s got a ‘square’
configuration (of 54 x 54mm), wet sump
lubrication and a five-speed gearbox.

Martin Crosswaite rode a standard 125 Scorpa
in the SSDT while former Japanese Champion
Takumi Narita rode a 140cc version, so we figure
that a big bore conversion may be available at
some point.

inexpensive trials playbike.

The choice of a 125cc engine may seem strange
to some people but with trials it’s more about
light weight and manoeuvrability rather than
power. And in fact a 125cc four-stroke provides
more than enough performance for the majority
of clubman riders.

We rode the machine in a North Western club
evening trial with the club’s Chairman doing two
laps of the trial on the four-stroke, followed by
two laps on his own Scorpa 250 two-stroke. Your
correspondent did the opposite, two laps on the
two-stroke followed by two laps on the test bike.
(You want to know my result? Seven marks lost
on the two-stroke, five on the four-stroke!)

First impressions of the 125 Scorpa were very
favourable. The engine starts just like a two-
stroke and is very smooth and quick to respond
to the throttle. At no time whilst I was riding
it did it cough, splutter, pop, bang, choke or
misbehave, however my friend reckoned it cut
out on him once but fired up again instantly.

Being lighter than a 250 two-stroke made
it very easy to ride in tight sections, and turns
leading up to gentle steps never taxed the bike
to any degree. Having ridden a 125 Gas Gas the
previous evening whilst marking out the course,
I think the Scorpa is a much more forgiving bike
to ride in the sections, but slower and less power-
ful on the open stuff.

The relationship between footrests and handle-
bars is absolutely spot on and it’s very easy to
place the front wheel exactly where you want it.
However, the rear brake pedal is totally out of
reach on this particular machine, but I think
Martin (the importer) has modified the pedal
to suit his own boot size, which was obviously
much bigger than my dinky size sevens!

Lofting the front end for steps is no problem,
and judging by the antics of Martin Crosswaite
both at our test and in the Scottish, hopping the
bike from rock to rock as the kids all do these
days, is actually easier on this machine than it
is on the full 250.

This is not to say the 125 is a better bet than
a 250 two-stroke. The two products are actually
quite different. An ace rider is unlikely to swap
his regular trials iron for this 125 four-stroke, but
judging by the mass of ancient old bikes which
turn out for club trials, I believe that the likely
market for this type of machine is significant.
Indeed, the market for a competitive, totally reli-
able, well-built play bike (which will barely need
touching from one year to the next) must be big-
ger world-wide than it is for strictly trials bikes.

I would be loathed to ride any two-stroke trials
bike down the local high street, but I reckon that
the Scorpa (particularly in trailbike guise) is more
likely to be accepted by the general public than a
full-on trials iron. However, what you are unlike-
ly to get when the production versions arrive is
the hand-fabricated alloy tank that was built for
the Scottish, nor the unusual exhaust system. The
production plastics will be the regular offering
from Acerbis, whilst the exhaust will be tailored
to suit the ergonomics.

The demands of time meant that this could
only be a brief evaluation of a machine that must
be the first of many four-stroke trials irons in the
future. The opinions of the two regular riders that
competed on it can be summed up as: light in
weight, very easy to handle, excellent suspension
and neutral handling with an engine that is
powerful enough for most small trials, but
which some club riders would find insufficient
for some of the bigger events.

I made this comment to the bike’s importer
and he retorted: ‘So the Scottish is only a small
event is it?” Obviously not, but then like all ace
riders (and he was once Britain’s number four),
the really good lads can coax almost any bike
almost anywhere, due to their ability to balance
and find grip. Mere mortals like ourselves have
to rely on wild and uncontrolled use of the
throttle to get up lots of stuff, and that’s the
significant difference.

So would I buy one? Before I did, I would
want to ride the bike in a decent ‘centre’ trial
with a wide variety of hazards to finally make up
my mind. But as a bike for the novice or young
trials rider to get on and not find themselves too
intimidated, it looks to be the perfect tool. More
importantly I believe that there’s probably a large
market for a ‘maintenance-free” play bike that can
also be used in the one or two trials a year that
so many riders seem to enjoy. Especially at such
a competitive price...

Price: £2995

Engine type:  A/c, sohc, two-valve, single
Bore & stroke: 54 x 54mm

Displacement: 123cc

Transmission: 5-speed

Weight: 12kg approx (Trials)
Importer: Bingley Leisure, 01274 566122
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TARLKING

BRCK INTO THE

n last month’s ramble I had a bit of
a free-form rant about some of the
issues that face us trail riders, and
finished off with a plea to all of you
to ride responsibly and ditch your
‘noisy, trail-closing exhaust pipes’.
The ink had barely dried on that
column when my rage-ometer was
sent straight back into the red zone
by MCN’s new dirt section. In their

CHRIS EVANS
TALKS ABOUT...
WELL, ALL-SORTS!

clone of TBM’s ‘Used & Abused’
feature (Be An Expert On...), focus-
ing on Suzuki’s venerable DR350,
the author recommended fitting a
less restrictive (read loud) aftermar-
ket pipe to compensate for the bike’s
lack of power. I could have wept.

When Britain’s biggest selling
motorcycle publication starts
encouraging its gatso-menaced
roadbike readership to get its kicks
on radar-free green lanes with
open-pipes, you really know you
are in trouble. Quite how people
can be so short-sighted and irre-
sponsible is totally and utterly
beyond me. The fact that for years
MCN completely ignored off-road
riding and has only recently started
covering it again in a cynical ‘band-
wagon’ ploy to scrape together a
few more readers, does nothing to
lessen my rage.

Rage that quickly turned inwards
with the realisation that my utterly
ridiculous lifestyle meant that I
would have to blow out what
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DIRTY

THE INK HRD BRI
THRT COLUMN V
OMETER WRS SENT G

IRELY DRIED ON
HEN MY RAGE-

should have been the highlight

of my riding year - the Rand
Auvergne enduro. This two day
French ‘classic” enduro is a real
tough one - I know as I have
entered twice before (but only fin-
ished once). For my first, successful
participation, I was mega fit (rela-
tively speaking), smoke-free and
on top of my game, having just
successfully completed the slightly
easier, but nevertheless totally
exhausting, three day Trefle
Lozerien enduro.

My second attempt ended in
ignominy just 20 kilometres from
the end of the first day when, in
a state of exhaustion, I fell off the
wrong side of a goat track and
lacked the strength to extricate
either myself or my bike. Needless
to say, that year I hadn’t done the
Trefle, wasn't entirely smoke-free or
particularly fit. At the time I vowed
that I would sort myself out and
return triumphant. The MotoGP
schedule made that impossible for
2002 but when I saw that there was
no clash for 2003, I begged a place,
made all sorts of rash resolutions -
and then completely ignored them.
Every time I looked at my schedule
on my Palm Pilot and noted the
Rand creeping inexorably closer I
vowed that tomorrow I would get
back on my mountain bike and sort
myself out. A couple of weeks ago
I did just that, only to realise that
I'was so unfit and my schedule
so hectic that I'd never achieve the
necessary finishing form in time.
Now I have been forced to down-
size my racing ambitions to a cou-
ple of one-day events later in the

year and the Rand in 2004 - and to do that
I'm going to have to downsize my ridiculous
work schedule a tad...

All of which has meant that this month I
have had to get my motorcycle racing thrills
vicariously. With the GP team I work for,
having had a less than successful start to
the season it has been left to ‘my rider” Cyril
Despres (Chris.acts as his unpaid, unofficial
manager - ed), to boost my morale by win-
ning both the Erzberg Rodeo and the Orpi
Rallye Maroc in convincing form. Unfor-
tunately due to other commitments (my
stupid lifestyle again) I couldn’t be at either
race in person to fuss around him like an
ineffective mother hen, but I did get regular
updates from him. And when he rang me
from Morocco to say he’d won the Orpi,

I felt almost as elated as if I'd been the one
standing on the podium.

What made his Maroc win so impressive
was that out of the event’s seven specials, he
won five and came second on the other two.
And when I asked him how he’d managed
to achieve such a feat, when in recent rallies
nobody has been that dominant, he said he
thought it was down to the new rule that
allowed the first three riders to pick their
starting position for the next day.

Regular readers of this column (hello
Mum) will know that rallye-raid organisers
have being looking at a number of ways of
trying to stop the top riders from bunching
up and simply tailing one another till the end
of the day. And the Rallye Maroc organisers’
new ‘pick your own’ start position rule (first
choice to the winner of each day), seems to
have done the trick.

Hopefully, encouraged by the success of
this experiment, other rallye organisers will
follow suit and we can all look forward to a
real Dakar race in 2004 instead of the game
of dangerously fast follow-my-leader that it
has become since the introduction of GPS.

However fit I get between now and
December I certainly won't be lining u
for the Dakar, but with a UK 2004 Dakar
presentation scheduled for the end of June
we should have a good idea of how many
mad Rosbifs are planning on chasing Despres
and company across the desert next year!
Good luck to ‘em I say...

Fovertowire

LONG DISTANCE
OFF-ROADING
IN FRANCE

UK agents for:
e Dakar Rallye
e Australian Safari
e Optic 2000 Rallye Tunisie
* Orpi Rallye de Maroc

P

NEVEU.
|ORGANISATION,

Sport Adventure, PO Box 8,
Rye, TNI31 6WT, England

Tel: 01797 253 914
Fax: 01797 253 915
Mobile: 07900 826719

chris.evans@sport-adventure.com
website: www.sport-adventure.com




COMPLETELY

ne of the things that separates we
small and doughty breed from the
rest of the motorcycling fraternity
is our need to constantly replenish

essential componentry on our bikes.

The precise details of which have
been exercising me mightily as I
counted the cost of recent trailrid-

MARIKK WILLIAMS GETS

AL L

"TYRED'

AND

EMOTIONAL OVER
THE SUBJECT OF
RUBBERWARE......
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ing Sundays, plus it must be said,
the rigors of the Cambrian Rally.
Whilst readying both my road and
off-road bikes for their MoT tests.

Considering myself an average
green-laner of average - oh alright -
woefully below average ability, I
find it fairly extraordinary that in
order to continue enjoying my pas-
time I need to replace such basic
items as tyres, oils, chains and
sprockets at regular intervals. And
pretty damn short intervals, they
are too. Since the recent Cambrian
Rally for instance, for which my
bike was properly equipped with
new rubberwear, drive train and all
the rest of the gubbins, I've ridden
less than a few hundred miles,
much of it off-road. Yet already my
rear tyre is nearing the end of its
useful life. And as for the chain - an
O-ring jobbie no less - the end of its
adjustment.

As it happens, I wasn't wild
about the Maxxis tyres I'd elected to
use and was already debating suit-
able replacements, especially at the
front-end. But the cost of re-shod-
ding the beast (a humble XT350)
stretches to a good hundred quid if,
that is, cowardice dictates that you
side-step skinned knuckles and
pinched 'n” punctured inner tubes
and get your local tyre dealer to
change ‘em for you. Of course I'm
talking here about road-legal and
FIM approved bootees which,
naive idiot that I am, I mistakenly
thought were in fact a scrutineering
requirement at the Cambrian - after
all it did say so in the regs! Same
goes for the Ryedale Rally which I
toyed with entering but rejected at
the last minute - not least because
the already stiff cost of competing
would be considerably exacerbated
by the need for new road-legal rub-
ber... Which presumably another
myopic scrutineer would complete-
ly ignore anyway. i

So I kept my Maxxises on just for
the MoT, and then decided to revert
to character and ignore legalities as
far as my trailbike is concerned.
Along with all my regular Sunday
trailriding companions, I might
add, and, I suspect, 90 percent of
the rest of you. I then replaced
the weedy front Maxxis with an
umpteen year-old Metzeler moto-x
tyre which I found - and I kid you
not - in a rubbish tip. Hardly a
state-of-the-art tread pattern and
with a fairly unyielding sidewall,

but it provides a helluva’ lot more directional
control than its forebear. .

Now for the rear. Well doubtless to th
horror of the editor, I'm thinking of whipping
the Trelleborg Army Special off TBM's long
term KDX because it’s such a helluva good,
arguably dual purpose (and road legal) tyre,
and I do many more road miles on the XT
than on the Kidder. But one of these bikes’ll
have to get a moto-x cover, and this is where
things get interesting. Or incredibly vexa-
tious. See, I have another couple of ex-rub-
bish tip tyres with decent treads on ‘em - a
Barum Six Days and another Trelleborg - this
time a BroadMaster MX. But they’re a bit old
and stiff too (bit
like me, in fact),
whereas for a
paltry £19.951
could buy myself
a Duro-2000 18 x
4.10. Then again,
I ask myself, is a -
brand of tryre
I've never even

QUITE FRANKLY I'M TOO
CONCERNED WITH MATTERS
OF POWER DELIVERY,
WEIGHT AND GENERMAL
LAIRINESS TO DISCERN THE

And I don’t even want to think about replac-
ing all the bearings in the rear suspension,
something which several of my friends and
acquaintances seem to have to habitually
undertake. And this on higher quality and/
or more modern machinery. But then they all
do seem to employ vicious pressure washers
which are no friends of bearings, sealed or
otherwise.

And then there’s my roadbike. Not, admit-
tedly, a rip-snorting repli-racer or full-on
megabike, but a perfectly adequate and often
amusing Kawasaki GPz500S. This is a bike
which last had its rear tyre changed more
than 6,000 miles ago and is, as far as I can tell
from its previ-
ous owner,
still on its
original chain,
sprockets and
rear brake pad
at 17,000+
miles. I tend
to favour
known brands

heard of before INCREMENTAL VARIABILITY - and certainly
likely to prove not out of a
any better or OF TYRE PERFORMMANCE skip - for my
more durable high(ish)

than summat I've hoiked out of a Welsh tip?
Well here’s the rub. Unless you cough up
the dosh, you'll never know and in any case,
the subjectivity of tyre assessment is undeni-
able. Which, as you've probably noted from
the editor’s protracted responses to irked
readers in the letters pages, is the main rea-
son why this august organ hasn’t yet come
up with a meaningful tyre comparison test.
And when I swap bikes with my mates, all
of ‘em differently shod, quite frankly I'm too
concerned with matters of power delivery,
weight and general lairiness to discern the
incremental variability of tyre performance.
And just for good measure, this last week
I had to re-fill the XT’s forks, change the
engine oil and filter and rear brake shoes and
seriously contemplate a new chain. Which'll
add up to another hundred quid or so for just
a few hundred miles of off-roading pleasure.

speed tarmac activities, but then a new
Bridgestone Exedra tubeless for the back end
costs just £65, and I probably could’ve got it
even cheaper if I'd shopped around. And fail-
ing some hideous mechanical failure, that'll
be the sum total of consumables required for
the next few thousand miles.

All of which prompts yet another com-
plaint that a trailbike is now a rich man’s
plaything. And although this doubtless keeps
specialist spares suppliers happy, and gives
the rest of us something to do in the shed of
an evening, it is rather off-putting to anyone
toying with the idea of swapping their road-
bike for a trailie, let alone taking up off-road
competition. Or could it be that the real
things that separates our small and doughty
breed from other bikers is that we are all just
chronically, financially, irresponsibly smitten?

You decide...
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‘l.'oo,n‘eg Left

Dear TBM

Having been an avid reader of your
magazine over the last couple of
years I have at last been enticed into
buying another bike. My preference
would be a 250 two-stroke, such as
the Gas Gas featured in issue 93.
However, due to a leg injury I
would like you to advise on which
bike might suit me best. I have
restricted movement in my right
knee and ankle and therefore need a
fairly tall peg-to-seat height. (I guess
this can be quite easily adjusted
with padding). More importantly, I
struggle with the kickstart especially
when not on level ground. Is there
such a thing as an electric start two-
stroke? This would be the ideal solu-
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sidered is a left-handed kick-start.

Can you confirm what is available?

If you have any other suggestions
or can recommend a specialist in
bike alteration these will be most
appreciated. Lastly in my list of
questions, are you aware of any-
where that would let me test ride
before buying so I can be sure my
leg will not prohibit riding?

Simon Miles
Crumlin, Caerphilly

There are a handful of electric

start two-strokes out there, Simon,
but mostly they're small capacity
machines. Yamaha's DT230 Lanza

is the only one we can think of that's
a serious trailie - unfortunately it’s
only available as a grey import, and

pretty rare at that.

We ran a test of it
way back in issue
32 (of which we
still have copies)
and found it nice
and torquey if

a little heavy.

As for left-
hand kickstarts,
two bikes imme-
diately spring
to mind. Alfer’s
VR250 and the
less popular
Kramit GS250.
Both used the

now obsolete Rotax two-stroke
motor with the adjustable power-
valve, though they feel very differ-

~ ent indeed. The Italian-built Kramit

feels much sharper in the way it
delivers its power. But that isn't to
say it's the better bike. In fact, out
of the two we reckon you're better
off going for the Alfer as it's a more
forgiving ride.

Both bikes are no longer pro-
duced, so you'd be looking at a
second-hand machine. The Kramit
is the rarer of the two, though it
did come with a beautiful alloy tank,
and carbon panels and airbox. Alfer
VR250s aren’t exactly commonplace
either, but they are about in reason-
able numbers and do pop up in the
classifieds from time to time. For
more info on either bike contact
Steve Plain Motorcycles on 01597
825817. Steve’s the UK importer

for both marques, and he may have
one of these bikes in stock. He'd
probably even let you test ride it
before buying. Good luck.

Trail Tax
Dear TBM

I've just read Mark Holland’s Rant
in the June issue, about legalised
trail riding by way of a special
licence, and in a lot of ways it
sounds like a good idea. I also go
green laning in my 4X4, so would

I then have to pay twice, on top of
two sets of road tax, insurance and
MoTs? I pay to use the roads any-
way, and my personal feeling is that
it’s not a question of money, walkers
just don’t want us on the lanes. After
all, many 4X4 owners help with lane
maintenance and repair but I've
never seen that mentioned in a
newspaper.

Four of us went trail riding last
week, and instead of going at the
weekend which would've been far
more convenient, we all took the day
off work so we’d see less people out
on the lanes. I feel that we are being
pushed into a corner, and in the not
too distant future it will be more
hassle than it’s worth to use green
lanes. Having said all that, if it meant
that more lanes were opened I proba-
bly would pay for a licence. If this is
the road to take (no pun intended)
then let’s go the whole hog.

Equally however, walkers would
have to pay for using footpaths, bri-
dleways, and byways. Horse riders

would have to pay for bridleways
and byways, and we pay for using
byways. If the walkers don’t want to
pay for all three then they can’t walk
all three!

Ashley Moule
Bucks

Trail Tax Two
Dear TBM

Regarding Mark Holland’s ideas

on a special licence for trail riding
(Rant, TBM94), in a perfect world it
may help. But as we don’t live in a
perfect world it would just be anoth-
er tax with no benefit to trail riders.

As TBM rightly said, we already
pay road tax and how much of that
is spent on the roads? As with all
forms of taxation, the government
takes the lion’s share, the next share
goes on administration, and the few
pence that are left are spent on bodg-
ing road repairs which last five min-
utes and are a waste of money.

We pay too much tax as it is, so
why pay more? Whether it's govern-
ment taxation or Council Tax most
of it is wasted on administration
and making a name for a politician
or civil servant. Not only will they
end up with a good pension, some
will get a knighthood as well. And
what do we get? Bigger tax bills!

As for the police, they can’t con-
trol the use of motocross bikes on
the Ridgeway because they are too
busy filling in forms, catching people
speeding or just drinking tea. So the
easy way out is to ban every vehicle
from the trail and allow it to become
overgrown. And when the ramblers
complain maybe ban them as well!

Keith Brooks
Horspath, Oxford

Lost and Found
Dear TBM

Now that we've got over our aches
and sprains after the Cambrian Rally
at Easter, I have been able to take
stock of my experiences. Yet again

I thoroughly enjoyed my weekend -
green laning on the Saturday and
three laps of the rally on the Sunday.
Good weather, good scenery, good
memories. Oh, and good company.
Roll on next year.

I would also like to do my best to
return the tools lost by some unfor-
tunate soul. The cutters, pliers, chain
tool, towing strap and can of Finilec
were picked up on the second lap (I

think). So if the owner of these
tools would care to give me a shout
(weekdays) on 07831 378353 (And
you'll need to prove that they're
yours- Ed), I can arrange to get
them back to you in time for the
next emergency.

In reference to the owner of the
KTM 250EXC in the letter titled 'Sick
Stroker' (Letters, TBM 93), he should
visit an MoT station or dyno opera-
tor who has a gas analyser to meas-
ure oxygen, carbon dioxide, carbon
monoxide and hydrocarbon. An inlet
manifold leak will show up as low
carbon monoxide and carbon diox-
ide, with high oxygen and hydrocar-
bon. An exhaust leak will show up
as low carbon monoxide, carbon
dioxide and hydrocarbon, but with
high oxygen readings. If the analyser
has carbon monoxide correction,
either fault will show up as a differ-
ence between carbon monoxide and
carbon monoxide correction.

Finally, it's worth checking to
make sure that the resistor in the
plug cap has not gone open circuit
or infinite. It should be 5000 Ohms,
or 5K Ohms. This can cause a misfire
when hot, leading to erratic starting
and running.

Tim Gooderson
Welling, Kent

Errr... Thanks Tim, we just about got
our heads around that...

A Touch of the DTs
Dear TBM

I'have a couple of questions which I
would be grateful if you could help
me with. Firstly, I have recently
bought a DT125R, which was sup-
posed to be a full power French
model. After the running in period
I found that it is restricted as a UK
bike. I have spoken to my local
dealership, which did not supply
the bike but told me that the exhaust
was the only restriction. I have
replaced this with a DEP system and
there’s a slight improvement, but
nothing like the 30-plus bhp suppos-
edly available from the FP model.
It does have YPVS but is reluctant
to rev past 7000rpm. In TBM 89
your ‘Bike Buyer’s Guide’ that said
late model DT-Rs (1996 onwards)
were harder to derestrict. Any ideas?
My second question is can I
replace the original spokes with
stainless YZ items as I intend to
replace the original steel rims with
Excels whilst retaining the DT hubs.
I do hold a full licence and you're

probably thinking I should buy a
bigger capacity machine and forget
about the smaller bikes. But I get
more fun from the smaller lighter
machines with a lower seat height
(I'm only 5’5"). And no, they haven't
just let me out for the weekend!

Vincent Hawke
St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex

There’s nothing wrong with enjoying
smaller capacity bikes, you'll often
find yourself going quicker on some-
thing you can ride nearer the limit.
Unfortunately, derestricting a late
model DT-R is not a particularly
straightforward task. Apparently

it’s the ignition which is holding

the Yam back, but you can’t simply
change the CDI. The autolube oil
pump isn’t designed to run at higher
than standard revs, and by raising
the rev ceiling you risk damaging the
motor. Alternatively, you can replace
the CDI and junk the autolube, pre-
mixing your petrol with two-stroke
oil. There might be more to it than
that, and I'm sure that if we're wrong
we'll receive a barrage of letters
telling us so. Of course, there’s
always the alternative of buying a
125¢c enduro bike and lowering it.
As for your wheels, have a word
with your local Yamaha off-road
dealer or give Talon Engineering

a call on 01935 471508.

Sporting Chance
Dear TBM

T assume that we all realise that our
sport is under threat. We know who
our opponents are, and that they are
relentless in their pursuit. They want
to stop us enjoying ourselves, what-
ever it takes. And they are winning.
In this type of situation we have
to ensure that there aren’t any threats
from within. For example, riders who
don’t care and take a short-term view
of their activities. When everything
goes topsy-turvy they move on and
do something else. They have no
scruples about leaving those of us
that care to try and sort the problem.
Tllegal riding is one such activity and
is very difficult to control. But just
warning people isn’t the answer. We
have to ask ourselves why they do
this and try to rectify the situation.
There are several possible reasons;
One relates to an attitude whereby
some riders simply cannot be both-
ered to organise themselves to either
compete in an event or join an organ-
ised trail activity. These riders are
actually in the minority. Most illegal
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riding is by people who know better
but cannot bring themselves to com-
pete with others. Basically they are
frightened that they will be shown
up. This applies to enduros, rallies
or trail riding. They fear that there
will always be people who will be
better riders, so they keep to their
own group. In such a group there

is a pecking ordet, one rider is
recognised as best, one as rubbish
and the others fall in between. They
feel comfortable with each other and
slink off to ride were they can.

So why am I getting on my “high
horse’? Well, there is evidence that
this attitude also exists in enduro
events, with both riders and organ-
isers turning a blind eye to the situ-
ation. In the long term it can be as
damaging as an outside threat by
encouraging riders to avoid com
petition and by implication engage
in illegal riding. Let me explain:

Many years ago enduro events
were organised into two classes
(apart from capacities and types).
You had ‘Expert’ and ‘Clubman’
classes, and this situation worked
very well for a long time. Gradually
it became obvious that a higher and
more difficult class was needed and
a ‘Championship’ class was intro-
duced. This was for the benefit of a
minority of very skilled riders who
needed to prepare themselves for
international competition. At the
time it was assumed that raising the
top level would have the effect of
taking some pressure off the bottom,
‘Clubman’ class. It was hoped that
the situation would be easier for
beginners and encourage many who
weren’t sure about competing. For
many reasons this didn’t happen,
mainly because the organisers did-
n't take the opportunity of easing
the ‘Clubman’ time schedule. We
now know that if they had many
riders would have stayed in that
class anyway and not moved up to
‘Expert’. Perhaps its worth mention-
ing here that moving up to the next
class is mandatory when a good
result is achieved, but this has
always proved difficult to police.

So with much wisdom it was
decided that an easier class should
be introduced; the ‘Sportsman’ class.

This was an excellent idea, and the
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thinking at the time was that this
class would be reserved for begin-
ners and that there wouldn’t be any
awards. This meant that any new-
comer could enter in the knowledge
that there would be less pressure
placed upon them. This class was
designed to introduce new riders
into our sport; it had no other pur-
pose. Unfortunately, no special con-
ditions were attached to entry into
this class, there was no obligation
to move up to ‘Clubman’ after some
success or even after a fixed period
of time. The rules even allow an
expert motocrosser with no enduro
record to take an easy option and
compete with absolute beginners.

The situation has been allowed to
deteriorate until the original concept
of this class has been lost. Take the
situation, for example, at the recent
Powys Enduro where a third of the
entry rode as ‘Sportsmen’. Now if
they were all genuine newcomers
then a great success could be
claimed, the class would have
encouraged sixty-four new riders to
join our sport. This was not the case,
and as the ACU steward observed,
many of the ‘Sportsmen” would have
put up a creditable performance in
the ISDE. He wasn’t joking. Some
Sportsmen put up times that, on
another occasion, could have won
the event. In fact it’s only a matter
of time before this happens.

We have to get back to the origi-
nal concept of the ‘Sportsman’ class
so that those riders that ride illegally
or are just beginning can try our
sport. To achieve this we have to
return to a situation were there are
no ‘Sportsman”’ awards. This will
deter ‘pot hunters’ from looking
for an easy triumph, compared to a
‘no cup’ ride in the ‘Clubman’ class.
Also there has to be a limit to how
many times a rider can compete
in the class. Acknowledging the
policing difficulty mentioned early,
I would suggest that a box on the
entry form could have the right
effect. When entering the ‘Sports-
man’ class the rider would have to
tick a box that confirms he hasn’t
ridden in the class more than four
times before. As in trials were you
can never return to the ‘Novice’
class, an enduro rider should not be
allowed to return to the ‘Sportsman’
class, even after a layoff. I realise
that this may affect mature riders
like me (okay, I'm old), but there are
classes for us; the Over 40 or Over

50. Personally, I would enter an Over
60 class for dysfunctional riders.

It's down to the organisers, they
can make it happen easily and the
riders will fall into line. The other
riders would be aware that these
people are staying in the easier class.
After all, the ‘pot hunters’ know
who they are and why they want to
compete with absolute beginners.

Jim Jones
Oswestry, Wales

Cub Class
Dear TBM

Your magazine is great! I bought a
copy a few weeks ago after I got my
first bike, an old Honda 90 (P-reg
from the first time around). It’s great
fun apart from it’s a kick-start and
cuts out every time you stop. But
being 15 years old and not allowed
to ride on the road (only on our
farm) this isn’t really a problem,
other than being really annoying.
After looking through your mag
almost all the bikes have TBM stick-
ers on them. So I am writing to you
to ask how I might be able to get
these precious stickers, and make
a very dated motorbike look a bit
more colourful.

George Turner
(deep in prime Welsh bog!)
Llanwrda, Carmarthenshire

Good to hear you're getting into
bikes, George. And there’s nothing
wrong with learning some of the
basics on an old 90. But ideally, to
hone your skills you should be look-
ing to get yourself an off-roader. For
as this picture shows, being exposed
to Honda'’s popular step-through can
lead to all sorts of complications in
later life! Oh, and for TBM stickers
send in an SAE and we'll stick you
some in the post.
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Beta's new big-bore Alp is powered by an electric-start
motor borrowed from the old Suzuki DR350. TBNN got the
exclusive first test up in the Yorkshire Dales and discov-

ered that this unusual looking bike has hidden talents...

here’s something weird about nostalgia.

Barely four years ago when the DR350

was coming to the end of its useful life
you probably couldn’t have got me interested in
one even if you draped a half-naked Kylie across
its flanks (though I reserve the right to change my
mind on that one). Why? Because the new DR-Z
model was on the horizon. This bike promised
so much more. More power, more torque, liquid-
cooling, better suspension and a fresh look at a
styling nightmare.

So why was I feeling nostalgic when I first set
eyes on Beta’s all-new Alp 4.0? The answer lay in
that classic engine. Fire up the Beta’s air-cooled
350cc Suzuki lump and it responds with the most
energising exhaust note you'll hear on a trailie.
Pleasantly muted (it’s not loud at all) but cobby-
sounding all the same, with a sonorous back-beat
and a promise of great things to come. Hop.
aboard the bike, out onto the road and the
surprise continues. Torque. Loads of
it. Grunt by the shovelful. If the
Suzuki engine were an
athlete it’d be a
female Russian

shotputter: all testosterone and facial hair. If it
were a movie star it'd be Arnie in T2: irrepress-
ible, awesome and seemingly unstoppable. And
if it were a trailbike it'd be a DR350 (obviously):
all torque and no pretensions. Just for a moment
I managed to forget all about the latest techno-
missiles (whizzo KTMs and the like) and remem-
bered what we did before they came along. We
all rode bikes like the Beta Alp 4.0.

Well not exactly like the Beta Alp of
course, because this is an all-new
model. A DR350 dressed in a
designer suit and Gucci
loafers. Built by the
small Italian
concern

Sid 3 AMaIolsS
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of Beta whose principal output is smart but unre-
markable scooters along with the most delicious-
ly styled trials bikes you'll ever see. The Alp 4.0
is a clever and stylish (if not particularly sophisti-
cated) redrawing of what a genuine dual purpose
trailie should be like.

I suppose I should start by saying something
about its styling. In our minds it’s fresh, individ-
ual, innovative, unique. In short we like it. Given
that the air-chilled DR lump doesn’t require the
use of radiators to keep its cool, Beta have never-
theless managed to incorporate shapely pseudo-
rad shrouds into their tank design without mak-
ing it all look a bit pointless. The lower half of
these tank extensions are fitted with a fine wire
mesh which lets cooling air circulate to the head.
While the central part of the tank is recessed to
allow your knees to fit around it easily. The mul-
tiple swoops and complex curves of the design
are refreshing indeed, and help endow the bike
with a modern, almost futuristic look.

It’s quirky I grant you, but it soon grows on
you, and looks decidedly better in the plastic
than perhaps the photos reveal. What’s more
the bike is actually incredibly solidly built. Built
down to a price mind, but solidly constructed
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all the same. Those
shapely tank shrouds
are not simply flimsy
plastic just waiting to
get broken. Not at all.
In fact they're incredi-
bly strong and besides
which, they cover up
the nylon fuel tank
which extends behind
them so they don't
flex at all. Best of all
they allow the bike

to carry 10.5 litres of
unleaded without looking gawky.

And while we’re about it, look at the curva-
ceous line which blends the minimalist sidepan-
els into the rear fender. That could only have
been penned by an Italian designer. Of course
there are no competition number-plates to be
incorporated, because quite clearly the Alp isn’t
a competition bike. The front headlight and sur-
round picks up the same unusual theme and the
low front mudguard doesn't look out of place on
a bike of this type. In fact the whole bike has a
homogenous feel about its design which was

Sturdy grab rails are a
neat touch, but mild steel
exhaust looks cheap...

Braided steel
oil line shows

attention fo detail.

And just-check out
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strangely lacking on the engine’s donor machine.
Anyway, where is it written that you can’t have
practicalities and stylish design in a trail bike?

Before I move on to talk about other things I
want to come back to that point about being built
down to a price. You might as well know now
that the importers are planning on marketing this
bike at a price of £4265, which we reckon is about
£500 top heavy. You've only got to look at the
steel bars, steel swinger, mild-steel silencer and
relatively basic equipment levels (though you do
get a decent toolkit under the seat), to realise that
as stylish as the Alp certainly is, it’s not blessed
with exotic componentry to justify that sort of
wedge. And remember, this bike is powered by
an engine which first saw service back in 1992 -
albeit in kickstart guise.

All that said, don’t get the impression that the
Alp is in any way flimsy or shoddily built. It
3a TBM

isn’t. In fact it’s incredibly well screwed together.
Nothing rattled, broke, squeaked or fell off dur-
ing our 100+ mile test ride through the beautiful
Yorkshire Dales - even the wing mirrors stayed
resolutely in place throughout the entire day
(both on- and off-road). As a matter of fact you
get the impression of solidity from the moment
you climb aboard the thing. An impression that’s
backed up by the scarily accurate TBM scales.
We recorded a figure of 140kg, but the Alp wasn't
quite full of fuel at the time. At the nearest petrol
station we managed to slop another five litres on
board so let’s say about 145kg fully fuelled with
ten kilos of that being petrol. Not exactly light,
but about par for the course for a four-stroke
trailie (and actually lighter than Beta claim).

The plus side of all that weight however is that
the Alp feels absolutely planted on the road. And
that’s only the half of it. This is a bike which was

The Beta felt most
at home on the

made for swoopy B-roads. On tarmac the Beta
is an absolute delight to ride. It’s stable and sure-
footed (thanks to a broad set of Metzeler Karoo
tyres), and eminently forgiving. But by far its
best asset is that engine. It's simply astounding.
I don’t know what Beta’s engineers have done
to the old DR lump, but I don’t remember it
ever being as torquey as this. And it pulls from
absolutely nothing without any carburetion
glitches whatsoever. Twist the throttle and the
Alp responds instantly with a glorious thrum
and a decent turn of speed. Gearing is perfect,
the engine smooth, the power predictable and
linear. And when it does run out of steam, you
simply hooK another gear from the Suzuki’s
inch-perfect six-speed 'box and begin the whole
process all over again.

Riding in the company of two KTM 450EXCs
(and swapping bikes occasionally), the marked

difference between
them was astonishing.
Where the KTMs felt
rough and ready on the
tarmac, the Beta was
smooth as silk. Where
they felt merely accept-
able on the road, the
Beta felt positively
enjoyable. And where
they were harsh, noisy,
uncomfortable and a
wee bit vibey at speed,
the Beta was refined,
quiet, comfortable and
smooth. It’s only foible
a gentle ‘pop-popping’
sound on a closed
throttle on downbhills
(but I kind of like that
in an engine). Yes okay the KTMs obviously had
more power, but the Beta never struggled to keep
up. Why? Because on tarmac it could make best
use of its quick, but stable handling, its super-
torquey motor, its ideal gearing and its fantastic
(well balanced) brakes and road-holding. As a
daily ride to work trailie, I can think of no better.
Having completed about 12 miles on the road
it was time to turn onto our first trail - a smooth-
ish gravel track meandering gently uphill and
littered with water-filled potholes. Here we
pretty quickly discovered the Beta’s limitations.
Suddenly the suspension which had felt firm and
well-damped on the road, would crash into the
bumpstops, the quick-steering chassis needed
careful handling (to avoid the front tucking
under), and the tall gearing (though no real prob-
lem thanks to the engine’s generous torque), was
too lanky to enable a quick blip of the throttle to
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lift the front wheel. We weren't riding all that
fast, but keeping up a steady sensible pace.
Obviously the sort of pace at which the KTMs
feel comfortable is just too much for the Beta Alp.

Shortly afterwards (following another extend-
ed stretch of tarmac), we turned onto the first of
the day's proper trails. A short stretch of off-cam-
bered hill led us through a gateway, across a shal-
low, stony stream and up a reasonably technical
rocky trail. I've got to say I wasn't particularly
looking forward to these climbs. Having already
discovered the limitations of the Alp's suspen-
sion, I figured I might be in for a day of pushing
and sweating. But in fact the Beta made short
work of the climb - and all subsequent climbs
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thereafter. All you needed do was plonk the
bike in first gear (or second if you felt confident
enough) and then pick a decent line to the top.
The engine's torque would take care of the rest.
Marvellous.

Now obviously the Alp doesn't have the KTM's
ground covering abilities, but as a matter of fact
in this sort of terrain (dry, rocky going on a sunny
day in June), the Beta was arguably the easier
bike to ride. It was torquier and much more for-
giving - and crucially a whole lot lower - which
made getting your feet down for dabbing nice
and easy. It loses out on ground clearance to the
KTMs, but not by much and only once or twice
during the day was this noticeable.

S e

In many ways the Beta Alp 4.0
reminded me of a smaller version of
the CCM. Great on the road (though
the Alp is better), good on the rocks,
low and easy to ride, but a bit
weighty at times. I can't say we found
much mud to test it in, though we
came across one or two (baked hard)
ruts and you had to be a bit careful in
them since (like the CCM) the Alp
places a lot of its weight on the front
wheel. But on the whole it performed
pretty well off-road provided you
kept your speed down. This is cer-
tainly a trailbike for taking things
easy on, and enjoying the breathtak-
ing scenery around you. Which is
just as well since here we were in the
heart of the Yorkshire Dales - one of
the most scenic places in the world.

There were plenty of long trails
that day (all interspersed with numer-
ous gates), but the one I enjoyed most
of all was a climb which began by
passing under one of the arches of a
small viaduct, and which got gnarlier
and more technical the further up
it went. Washed away in places, the
trail at times resembled a scree-slope
(all loose rocks on the move), while
the washouts meant that picking a
good line was crucial if you wanted
to avoid having to make a hill-start.
Even when I was forced to stop
because one section of trail had
slumped away leaving a huge
hole, the Beta didn't let me down -
chugging away from a standstill
without so much as spinning its tyre.

In fairness the reason I was enjoy-
ing myself was that in this sort of ter-
rain the Beta was a decent performer,
though I imagine that had it been
wet, things might've been a little different. The
point is that the uphills let you exploit the bike's
good points - grip, torque, low seat height - that
sort of thing. Once on the flat, most other trail
bikes would I suspect, be a good deal faster than
the Alp - particularly when its bumpy.

I also found myself enjoying the beautiful
back-country Dales roads more than I normally
do with most test bikes. These well-surfaced
lanes swooped in and out of chocolate-box ham-
lets with names like Cowgill, Stone House and
Dent. Ultimately (as I discovered) the Beta Alp
is the sort of bike which lets you take the rough
with the smooth, but the smooth is definitely
where it feels happiest...

JAMES BARNICORAT

The climb up from the gigantic Ribblehead
Viaduct is a pleasant trail which begins with a
swoopy, almost sandy section. And it was on this
easiest of trails that I got my first taste of the new
Beta. As the orange machines disappeared from
view I allowed myself a brief moment to famil-
iarise myself with the bike. The step down from
the KTM, and I don't mean that in a derogatory
way, was immediately obvious. You get that feel-
ing of sitting 'in' the 4.0, and the seat is a world
away from the KTM's lofty, rock hard perch.

A proper trail bike saddle. The bars, cheap and
nasty steel, are actually a reasonable bend and
once underway the relationship between seat,
pegs and bars felt just about spot on.

Having caught up with my colleagues, we
turned onto some far more technical going.
Jutting out from the sandy soil were large chunks
of stone, forming small steps and drop-offs. On
the quicker going I'd noticed the Ed's restrained
pace when he'd been riding the Beta, preventing
the too soft front-end from crashing into the
bumps. But here on a far tighter trail this was
never an issue. We simply weren't carrying
enough speed to trouble the suspension and the
Beta's trials heritage shone through. This was
further highlighted as the lane twisted uphill,
and the dirt gave way to loose rock. The winding
ascent was sufficiently steep and twisty to be
a reasonable feet-up challenge (for a trail bike,
anyway). But the Beta simply breezed up the hill.
The weight was never an issue, and the trials-like
steering lock made avoiding the larger rocks a
doddle. Despite clearly being geared for the road,
the torque of the DR motor hauled the bike to the
top of the climb (at walking pace), with nary a
dip of the clutch. I can imagine this bike being an
ideal mount for Long Distance Trials, provided
they weren't too muddy or technical.

A few miles later the terrain changed again.
The grassy trail littered with chunks of limestone,
was open and undulating. Initially the soft
suspension soaked up the bumps, but as the
speed rose there was no disguising the lack of
damping from the suspension. With the increase
in pace I soon developed a rhythm. Smaller,
sharper bumps were avoided altogether. But on
the larger, woop-like undulations it was possible
to compress the suspension on the way into the
depression, allowing it to rebound on the way
out. Whilst this certainly required a bit of forward
planning and effort, it was far less physically
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demanding than simply 'crashing' into every
obstacle. As we reached the top of this gentle
climb a spectacular view appeared to our right.
At the head of the valley a 30-foot high escarp-
ment bordered the most amazing limestone pave-
ment, stretching a quarter of a mile across to the
other ridge. Here we sat for a good 20 minutes,
taking in the vista and chatting with an elderly
couple enjoying a day out walking.

Having already discovered the Alp's climbing
ability I was a little dismayed to find myself on
one of the KTM enduro bikes for what proved to
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Another early morning
caffeine fixz.

gl

P

be the trickiest lane of the day. A long climb over
loose rocks had the front end deflecting off in
every direction. Maintaining any sort of rhythm
was particularly tricky on the constantly shifting
surface and having stopped for photos, I longed
to be riding the Alp as it disappeared into the dis
tance. It doesn't always pay to be riding the latest
enduro exocet, y'’know. Thankfully, I pinched the
Beta back for the rutted and rocky descent down
to a car park (with a handy burger van) for a late
afternoon cup of tea and bacon butty. Despite the
Alp's tall gearing it was easy to pick a line down

the narrow trail, and position the bike's front
wheel where you wanted it to go.

Drawing the day to a close, we decided to
head back on the tarmac. The fast, sweeping road
saw us cruising along at 60mph, yet the Beta felt
remarkably composed. Sure, the Metzeler tyres
put a lot of rubber on the blacktop and with a
set of proper knobblies some of that composure
is going to be lost. But with such a quick steering
front-end I'd have expected the bike to be just a
little bit flighty. Every so often I'd try to provoke
the bike into shaking its head, yet it remained
resolutely stable with a gentle shimmy the bike's
only protest.

After a brief stop for refuelling, Si asked which
bike I'd like to ride back. And although I actually
quite enjoy riding pukka enduro bikes on the
road, I plumped for the Alp. It just encourages
you to ride smoothly. No spinning the rear tyre
or lofting the front end, just the kind of unhurried
progress that makes the bike so rideable. Lagging
behind was never an issue when it came to a
quick overtake, though there were actually a few
times when I deliberately dropped back from the
KTMs just so I could run quicker through the
bends. Having recently ridden a good few miles
on under-geared five-speed bikes, the six-speed
box of the Alp was an absolute joy. Reasonably
slick shifting, it seemed that no matter what
speed we were doing there was always another
gear left in the box. We never had the bike
tapped out, but I'd say that motorway speeds
would be comfortably achieved at a cruising
pace, with probably another 20-odd miles-an-
hour in reserve.

Yep it's fair to say that I liked the Beta Alp 4.0,
but I've just got one further question. What does
the 'four-point-nought' in its name stand for? It
can't be for four-stroke because the smaller 200cc
Alp is also a four-stroke and that doesn't have the
4.0 title. So is it designed to make you think that
the bike's got a 400cc motor? Or is it just a strange
name thing? I've really no idea...

CONCLUSION

Sometimes it's great to ride bikes which are
slightly different from the norm - and the new
Beta Alp 4.0 certainly fits that description. It's a
bold move from Beta and we're not just talking
about the styling, either. What they have done is
to ignore the current trend of making trail bikes
ever-more capable off-road (at the expense of
their road manners), and opted instead to target a
completely different customer. This bike then is a
dual-purpose machine with a 60:40 split in favour
of the road. It's for the rider who wants a bike
which is more than just road legal, but actually a
pleasure to ride on the journey to work. Off-road

the Alp is more than capable, but remember its
limitations are easily reached - particularly in
terms of speed.

There's no getting away from that price tag
either. Despite the Beta Alp really growing on us
during the day we spent testing it, at over four
grand we can't help thinking that it's expensive.
Yes we know it's individual and they'll probably
be in quite short supply at first, but when you
remember that bikes like the excellent little Gas
Gas Pampera come in at under three grand, it
seems a lot to ask.

Ultimately however it's you who has to decide
whether it's worth it, and your purchasing deci-
sion should be based upon what sort of riding
you do and how often you ride on- and off-road.
If I were looking for a road-biased trailie it'd be
right at the top of my shopping list, but as a pure
off-roader it probably wouldn't make my top ten.
What I can say is that the Suzuki DR-powered
Beta Alp 4.0 is not just a great dual-purpose bike
but it also brings back memories of the days
when trail riding was a tad slower but twice as
involving. As no-one ever says - Nostalgia: It's
better than it used to be...

Price: £4265
Engine type:  Air-cooled, SOHC, 4-valve,
electric-start Suzuki DR350
te: 79 x 71.2mm
349cc
95:1
: Mikuni BST33
. B-speed
Steel semi double cradle with

removable steel subframe

Paioli conventional 46mm, 210mm travel
Paioli shock with linkage, 200mm travel
260mm disc

220mm disc

10.5L (inc 3L reserve)

300mm

865mm

1410mm

145kg

John Lampkin: 01535 655970




Your goggles do one of the
toughest jobs going. Shot-
blasted with crud, dust and
water they protect your
eyes from the elements and
have to work whatever the
conditions. Here’s how to
best look after ‘em...

aces have been won and lost by riders

whose vision has been impaired. You can

be the fastest rider in the world but if you
can’t see out of your goggles properly, you're
going to get beaten by the bloke who can. It
stands to reason therefore that goggles play an
extremely important part in the finishing and
winning of races.

What follows is a list of the best ways we know
of looking after your goggles, making sure they
work in all conditions and avoiding the mistakes
most riders seem to make. Forget about buying
bolt-on horsepower for your bike. Pound for
pound the best money you can spend is making
sure you can see properly for the entire race.

TWash & Go
It stands to reason that you should start each and
every ride with a clean pair of goggles. Simply
wiping the dried-up mud off the lens of a
spattered set, is going to compromise both you
and your goggles. So first off you’ve got to make
sure you clean them properly.

Whether you've been riding knee deep in mud
or through choking dust always try and wash
a0 TBM
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your goggles every time you get home. Not only
is it much more pleasant putting on clean and
fresh goggles, it also gives you a chance to give
them a quick once over to check for any damage
and wear.

Before cleaning your goggles always remove
the lens. Get hold of your goggles by the nose
and forehead area, and a firm pull will see the
frame come away from the lens, allowing it to
be washed separately. Like the rest of your riding
kit, modern day goggles are washing machine

friendly, however we’d suggest you put them
in the wash with soft items like socks and pants
rather than muddy riding gear. Always remem-
ber to clean them on a cool wash and if you're
washing them with your gloves make sure the
velcro straps are closed - they have a tendency
to stick to goggle straps.

Clean all your lenses with warm soapy water.
Run the lens under a warm tap to remove any
larger areas of mud, then place the lens in soapy
water, wiping the surface with a soft cloth or

sponge. If the lens has a roll-off system fitted,
remove the film before attempting to clean them.
Don't, under any circumstances, be tempted to
scrub the lens because this will scratch it, reduc-
ing both its useable life and probably yours.
Once you're happy that they're clean, place
them on a tea towel or kitchen paper to dry. With
the goggle frame, either air dry them, place them
in an airing cupboard, or if you need them the
next day put them on top of a warm (but not hot)
radiator. When they’re dry, check the face and
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sealing foam as well as the strap
for damage.

Life Through
a Lens
Choosing the correct lens is
vitally important. Of the many
different lenses available, certain
types are more popular than
others. For enduro and trail
riding it’s hard to beat a vented
lens. These have a series of holes
drilled along the top which is
usually backed by a thin layer
of foam. Some of these lenses
have an open/close button to
shut the holes when necessary.
There are two types of vented
lens available - single and dou-
ble skin, the first time you use
them you'll wonder how you
ever managed without them. Available in clear,
smoke and more often than not in a couple of
other colours, when conditions get a little techni-
cal and the need to push and shove comes into
play they really come into their own - particularly
the double-glazed lenses. But remember, the dou-
ble glazed ones have a very soft inner lens (which
is the anti-fog part), and these get scratched
incredibly easily. Don't even think about wiping
the inner lens with anything other than a soft
clean cloth, otherwise you'll ruin it instantly.
a2z TEM

Both these types of lenses
increase airflow, which helps to
keep the lens clear in humid con-
ditions. In our experience the sin-
gle skin lens works best in rain,
while the double-glazed lenses
work best in the cold and when
misting up is a big problem.

More common are the type
of lenses that come fitted to new
goggles - let's call them standard
lenses. Not flashy, their simplicity,
ready availability and low price
is what makes them so popular.
And if prepared well, they are
all that is really needed for your
average enduro and trail rider -
for most of the year, anyway. The
most common type of standard
lens is of course the clear lens.
Fitted to the majority of goggles
as standard, clear lenses offer maximum light
transmission for all conditions including evening
riding and poor visibility - something you often
get when riding among tight trees in an enduro.
Becoming increasingly popular are tinted lenses.
While darkened and smoked lenses have long
been featured in goggle manufacturers cata-
logues, today peach, yellow, pink and blue lenses
are starting to be more widely used by both
world championship and club riders.

So which of these ‘“tinted” lenses is best for

enduro/trail riding and what are the differences
between them? Well, here’s what the different
coloured lenses are claimed to do:

Mirrored, grey or smoked lenses reduce eye-
strain in bright, sunny conditions (but beware
the mirror tint scratches off). Grey gradient lenses
have a fading tint with the top of the lens being
darker than the bottom, which relieves eye
fatigue on long concentrated rides into direct
sunlight. Peach coloured lenses are popular with
skiers as the lens gives good depth perception,
especially in cloudy or flat light conditions.
Yellow, blue and rose coloured lenses (amplifier
lenses) increase clarity in overcast or low light
conditions and are good for general riding
conditions, with rose lenses being designed for
use in poor lighting conditions. And some gog-
gles manufacturers make photochromatic lenses
which change shade depending upon the amount
of sunlight.

Finally holographic lenses... well they're just
for poseurs!

Protect and Survive

Before you fit a new lens to your goggles, there
are a couple of things you can do that will make
them last longer and leave you better prepared
for a day’s riding. Both sides of the lens should
be 'prepared' before fitting, with the inside bene-
fiting from anti-fog products while the outside
should be treated with Rain X or furniture polish
to prevent water from sticking.

Anti-fog products come in either a spray or,
as is now more common, a cloth. Simply breathe
onto the inside of the lens to create a mist, open
the air-tight bag in which the no-fog cloth must
be kept, and rub the cloth over the surface of the
lens which will release the treatment onto the
lens. Once you are no longer able to mist up the
lens up by breathing onto its surface, they are
ready for use. Reseal the cloth in its bag straight
away because if it dries out you will need to get a
new one. Cloths should last a club rider for some
time and really do work.

A temporary fix to stop goggles steaming up,
albeit leaving them next to useless in the summer
months, is by removing the foam from around
the outside of the frame. Although it increases
airflow, it also allows muck and debris to fall into
your face and eyes. If you are going to do this,
only remove foam from the bottom of the gog-
gles. But remember goggles steam up for one
reason more than any other - unfit riders who
sweat a lot. While the problem can be remedied
with vented lenses and no-fog cloths, nearly all
goggles will steam up on a cold day once airflow
is restricted (when you slow down). To help pre-
vent misting up try breathing out of the bottom

LOOK SHARP

Top Ten Goggles Tips

» Make sure you have more than one pair
of goggles. Just like gloves, an extra couple
of pairs will always come in handy during

a day’s riding. Also try and stick to just one
make so that the lenses are interchangeable.
> Always try to use genuine lenses. Although
often slightly more expensive than after-mar-
ket items, most top brand lenses are made
from Lexan, a plastic that is used in security
and anti-vandal glazing products. It's really
tough.

» A big padded bag (or large Tupperware
box) is an excellent place in which to keep
your goggles. Not only will it keep them dust-
free and safe once prepped, it'll also swallow
lenses, tear-offs, roll-off films, Rain X, etc
together so you don’t have to go hunting

in the bottom of your kit bag to find them.

» Zip-lock or re-sealable freezer bags are
great for placing prepped goggles in, if they
are to be taken along to an out-check by your
pit-crew.

» Always place your goggles lens side
upwards over your handlebars when station-

ary. This way rain and dirt will fall on the
outside of the lens and not on the inside.

» Stuff a small piece of rag or paper towel
into your riding jacket or bum bag so that
you can give your goggles a quick clean at

a check.

» For beach races and muddy cross-country
races, tape an old lens onto the end of your
peak for extra shielding. Each time you put
your head down you'll still be able to see
through the peak extension while sheltering
your goggles from the worst of the debris.

> Fitting a nose mask for events that have a
lot of low hanging branches is a good idea as
it greatly reduces the chance of suffering cuts
to the nose. If you do use a ‘half mask’ fit it
before fitting the lens.

» When cleaning your goggles at a check-
point always clean the insides first. Then only
use that cloth for cleaning the outsides after
that.

» Try and prepare your goggles mid-week.
Don'’t leave it until Sunday morning to find
that you're out of roll-off film or that you
need a new lens. Also buy a few spare lenses
(of varying types) - conditions may change
unexpectedly.
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of your helmet (not straight into the mouth
guard) and undo the top part of your
jacket to let hot air vent out the front
rather than the neck of your jacket.
Some goggles come with standard
lenses which are pre-treated to prevent
fogging, and for the most part these work
very well indeed. Eventually however, the
anti-fog coating wears off and then these
lenses will need to be treated in the same
way as any other. And we've even got
(here at TBM) a standard set of goggles
which have a tiny cooling fan
mounted in the top part of the
frame (with the batteries
mounted on the strap),
which at the push of a
button blows cool
air down the lens
and demists it!
Cool. ;

The toughest condition for
goggles to cope with is heavy rain
because the water simply collects on the outside,
and distorts your vision. In these circumstances
then you'll need to treat the outside of the lens
with a water dispersant such as Rain X (available
at most high street motor factors). Simply damp-
en the outside of your lens, pour a small amount
of the clear solution onto it and polish it over the
outer surface. It’s incredible how well it works,
especially when it’s pouring down and you're
trying to battle your way down a fire road.
Making your goggles seemingly water repellent,
rain falls from the lens almost the minute it lands
upon it. It's a product that should be in every
rider’s goggle bag.

The other way in which to clear your vision
when it’s raining, and this might sound a little
aa TBM

odd, is to make sure you are wearing clean, dry
gloves. Providing you have hand guards fitted
to your bike which keep your hands clean, you
effectively have five fresh cleaning digits. When
you refuel during a wet event, don't just change
your goggles, but also change your gloves.
Another trick, and a favourite of David Knight,
is to stuff a piece of clean paper rag up under
your peak. There it'll stay dry, and is only a few
inches away from your goggles as and when you
need it. Whatever you do don't take your goggles
off unless you absolutely have to. With a
& little preparation and a few clean rags
there should be no need to.

Roll-offs are a
great way to keep
your vision clear
in muddy
conditions...

Dust
Devils
There are only a
few things that.you
can do to prevent
dust from entering
your goggles, and if
your goggles were pur-
chased within the past few seasons they
should do a pretty good job of keeping dust out,
irrespective of make. Firstly, and I know it sounds
obvious but I have seen people do it, don’t use
lenses with roll-off holes in them without the-roll
off system. If you have a newish, well-sealed set
of goggles then you should be okay. You can
however put a little bit of oil on the foam around
the frame. Filter oil, baby oil, any type of oil real-
ly, just make sure it smells okay. And while you're
at it a little bit of baby oil smeared on the face
foam can help seal the goggles onto your face.
When it’s dusty, and this is a habit all riders

and their pit crews should try to get into, lightly
wipe the inside of your goggles FIRST, before
wiping the outside. The number of riders that get
a rag, wipe off all the crud from the outside of a
lens at a check, and then use the same piece of
rag to clean the inside of their goggles is unbe-
lievable. Look after your goggles during a race
and they’ll look after you.

Roll Your Gwwn

Take a look at a picture of any WEC front-runner
and you'll notice one thing - none of them use
roll-offs. Some might fit a couple of tear-offs as
a precautionary measure but on the whole they
don’t use any kind of vision clearing system.
The reason? Well, unlike in motocross or cross-
country racing where you're racing amongst
other riders, in enduros it’s pretty much you
against the elements. As a result you get less
muck thrown in the direction of your pork pies.
Oh, and you get chance to change your goggles
each and every time you see your service crew.

But my guess is that you're probably not a
WEC front runner, and the chances are that the
events you will ride (in winter at least) will be
horribly muddy, with crud flying everywhere.
Even as a trail rider it pays to have a clearable
vision system. Tear-offs are fine and although
they have the benefit of clearing the whole of
your vision, not just an inch-wide strip, you can
only get about five or six on at one time. Plus, it
must be said that throwing pieces of plastic down
on the trail is not very environment-friendly.

The solution is to use roll-offs. These use a thin
strip of replaceable clear tape which is held in a
cartridge on one side of the goggles and stretches
across your field of vision. Pulling a small toggle
on the left side, pulls the tape from the new'
cartridge into the 'old'. The tape costs anywhere

from about 60p to a quid or more (depending on
how many you buy at a time) and should easily

last you an entire muddy race. In dry conditions
a tape will last for months.

They sound like the ideal solution, but the
problem with roll-offs however is that heavy rain
can play havoc with them if you don’t spend a
little time getting them prepped correctly. When
preparing roll-offs for a day’s riding there is one
thing above all else that you are trying to do -
prevent the film from sticking to the lens. If it
does stick not only will they stop working, but
you will likely either break the mechanism trying
to clear your vision (it tends to jam), or throw
your goggles away in anger.

Neither need happen. Making sure that you
have a lens which is in good condition is the best
starting point. There are two ways in which you
can prevent the film from sticking. The most pop-
ular method is to raise it from the lens surface
using fishing wire.

When mounting the roll-off system onto a lens
run some fine fishing wire horizontally across the
film area between the screws holding the canis-
ters to the lens. Run one line of film between the
top two screws and one between the bottom two.
Then load the film into the canisters in the nor-
mal way. By doing this the fishing wire will act
as tramlines, keeping the film a sufficient distance
away from the lens.

GETTING WIRED

Extreme enduros demand extreme goggles!
What you see here are the type of goggles that
competitors occasionally use in extreme events
such as the infamous Gilles Lalay Classic. Using
a stock frame and lens, .

the centre part of the

lens has been cut away

and a metal mesh stuck

in its place. On top of

that is a set of Smith

roll-offs. The thinking

behind the weird design

is that in the ultra-physi-

cal conditions, these

goggles will never mist

up. The mesh screen

(similar to that used for

bodging car bodywork

repairs) maintains the

airflow along witha

degree of protection,

and doesn’t hamper

vision too much. The

roll-offs keep the view clear, preventing mud
from getting stuck in the mesh behind. They
may look a little weird, but they show that
you mean business!
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Another way of preventing the film from stick-
ing is to score the lens. By applying reasonable
pressure and running a Stanley knife blade down
the centre of a lens three times (about two mil-
limetres apart each time) you will cause ridges
to appear on the lens. Unlike the fishing wire
trick which runs along the line of your vision,
the scores are unnoticeable as they are in front
of your nose. However Scott is one manufacturer
that produces a lens with small notches on its
surface, which lifts the film slightly.

When you are happy with the running of the
film it is essential that you fit a ‘mud flap” over
the top to stop water from running between the
film and the lens, never use roll-offs without one.
While the purpose made strips are best, if you
find yourself without one you can make one from
duct tape. Firstly, take the lens out of the goggles,
take a six to eight inch strip of the tape and
fold/stick about five millimetres of it to itself.
This should then be placed onto the lens so that
it overlaps the film by about two millimetres.
Then trim off the excess and refit the lens.

Don't be tempted to clean and re-use roll-off
film. It's a false economy, and it doesn't work.

Tearing Off A Strip
As an alternative to roll-offs, tear-offs remove dirt
from the complete lens surface, and although
they offer a reduced number of clearings, they
don’t decrease your vision, as some riders find
roll-offs do.

Fitting tear-offs is relatively simple. Again
making sure that the lens surface is completely
as TBM

The start of'
something
special

Most WEC racers don’t
use a vision clearing
system. They simply

don’t need to...

.

gt The little blue button on both of""‘j
@ Yamaha's WR enduro models|

2 isn't the only good news for 2003 !3!1;‘

> Because the all-new electric start V

WR450F also comes with a high—torquef‘
450cc 5-valve engine and a lightweight|{
short-wheelbase super high-tensile steelf’ |

frame. While the World Championship winning WR250F|
also runs with an electric starter, uprated brakes, modified|
suspension systems and a lighter frame.|

This could be the start of something special.;:l!'

I

free from moisture, press each individual tear-off
over the locating pins at each end of the lens. As
you fit each tear-off, fold the end over and place
it over the left side locating pin (right side as you
look at your goggles) so that it is secured beneath
the next tear-off. Remember, in wooded enduros
it can get dark amongst the trees so don’t mount
too many in a single go - about four should be
enough. That said, Oakley now offer laminated
tear-offs, which allow you to place up to 14 on

at a time without reducing visibility too much.

WWear 'Em Out |
Finally it may seem obvious, but when riding

try and avoid removing your goggles at all costs.
We've all been to races and seen riders that drop
their goggles at the first sign of rain or mud.
They're usually the same riders you see in the

St John's Ambulance afterwards getting the eye-
bath treatment. With the correct preparation there
should be no need to remove your goggles at all
during a race (except to swap them for a new
pair). Prepare them properly beforehand and

you won't go wrong...

STOP PRESS . 510P PRESS.. 5T0P PRE

e Full line up of Genuine Yamaha Supermoto parts and accessories i
now available in the UK e Yamaha rider David Knight wins the first }
round of the British Supermoto Championship 450 Class

Brochure Hotline 01932 358121 www.yamaha-motoi'.co.uk
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riginality is a rare
commodity in our
little game... Or at

least originality that works.
Sure, we've seen oddball
concepts like the Rokon
Two-Wheel Drive and more
recently, Cannondale’s
reverse-headed four-stroke
with programmable engine
management... But look
what happened to them.

So what constitutes
progress in the off-road
business is generally of
the incremental variety -
evolution rather than revolu-
tion to plunder a well-used
cliché - and quantum leaps
have traditionally been thin
on the ground. In fact when
you consider how familiar
we’ve become with the
shaft-driven, horizontally-
opposed ‘boxer” twins that
have long been the hallmark
of Bayerische Motoren
Werke GmbH - or BMW in
it’s more familiar acronym —
it’s tempting to dismiss the

BINIW's R80G/S was much more than just a big

soft-roader, it was truly revolutionary and an

instant classic. Niark Williams charts the rise
of the Boxer Rebellion...
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basic concept as rou-
tine rather radical.
But despite
the fact that the
German company
has doggedly devel-
oped this configura-
tion since 1923, and
had occasionally
employed it in
off-road guises since
the 1950s (including
a spell of moderate-
ly successful ISDT
entries in the
‘Seventies in the
hands of the leg-
endary Herbert
Schek), it wasn't
until the 1980s that
they produced it
in a commercially
viable off-road form.
At that point it
certainly marked
a major departure
from the off-road
norm, one that
might not have been
taken seriously were
it not for BMW's
track record in
launching new
models that were
as technically
proven as they were
shrewdly conceived
commercially.
Consider however
that in 1980 when :
BMW unveiled the R80G/S, the growing vogue
for dual-purpose bikes was best exemplified by
the single-pot 500cc trailies produced by Honda
and Yamaha. Certainly such machinery could be
used primarily for trail and even enduro activities
if suitably modded, but their genesis was a cun-
ning marketing ruse based on looks rather than
off-road ability. As such they were bought by
the bucket-load for commuting, posing and even
long distance touring - particularly when the
roads got rough. Seeing this market developing
in the 1970s, and well aware of the German
nation's fondness for visiting other people's coun-
tries, BMW decided they wanted a piece of it.

Works machines
featured a more
conventional
swing-arm...

In fact, and in accord with the development of
Yamaha’s XT500 - arguably the first commercially
realised dual purpose model - the G/S (which
stood for ‘Gelande’ [off-road] and ‘Strasse’

[road]) was actually based on an enduro machine.
One of BMW'’s suspension designers, Riidiger
Gutsche built himself a purposeful-looking off-
roader based on the R75/5 in 1975, and rode an
enhanced version of it as a marshal in the 1979
ISDT which took place at Lager Stegskopf, West
Germany. Around the same time, similar bikes
were appearing in European rallies, but even
these were the work of individual employees
rather than official BMW prototypes.
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However the factory was taking these develop-

ments pretty seriously, and mindful no doubt of
the fact that some potential G/S buyers would

a number of striking innovations into the pack-
age. In favour of the bike’s
suitability for dirt riding,
weight-saving was obvi-
ously critical. The 797cc
engine - a slightly
bored-out version of
the R75/5 motor -
featured Galnikal
coated alloy cylin-
ders, simplex (as
opposed to duplex)
timing chain and a new,
smaller clutch assembly,
which combined to lop 15Ib.

off the older, smaller engine.

But the revolution, if you will, was the chassis.
An otherwise conventional BMW duplex frame
with oval top tubes bore an all-new Monolever
rear-end. As its name implied, this contained
the driveshaft in a sole, off-side strut suspended
by a single shock absorber which not only cut
weight compared to a conventional swingarm,
but also maintained crucial structural rigidity
and permitted a quick wheel removal via just
three hub nuts.

A high-level two-into-one exhaust was fitted,
SO0 TBM

certainly ride the bike off-road, they incorporated

speedo-only instrument con-
sole, and a fibre-glass seat
pan also contributed to an
all-up weight of 380lb, some
401b lighter than the afore-
mentioned R75/5 roadster,
and with its long travel
suspension (200/170mm -
front/rear) the G/S was pre-
cisely what it set out to be,
an able performer both on-
and off-road. As far as the
latter was concerned, the
8.2:1 compression engine’s
abundant low-down grunt
meant a lot more in practical
terms than the quoted maxi-
ma of 50bhp at 6500rpm.
Fed by the reliable 32mm
Bing CV carbs, the engine
was rather thirsty, averaging
about 40mpg, but easily
managed and very biddable,
and the inherent clunkiness
of the traditional BM gearbox
had been refined to the point
where if you had to change
gear - which was far less
often than on a Japanese
single - you simply got
used to it.

At its UK launch in
November 1980 the G/S
wore a £2449 price tag,

which was approximately

twice the price of the XT500
and XL500, but then you were
arguably getting twice the bike. The
R80G/S would easily top the ton on tarmac
and comfortably cruise all day at 70-80mph,
and yet despite it’s lengthy 57.4inch wheelbase
(when its big trailie contemporaries were some
three inches shorter), with minimal modification
it was surprisingly competent on the rough. In
1981 Frenchman Hubert Auriol won the Paris-
Dakar Rallye on a works version of the bike
(with a more conventional swing-arm), which
along with subsequent Rallye success - most
notably a double victory with Gaston Rahier
and Auriol finishing first and second in "84 -
encouraged the factory to offer a special P-D
version that same year. This boasted a whopping
seven gallon fuel tank, solo seat, stainless steel
exhaust, bigger battery and an engine reworked

to produced slightly
more torque at
lower revs. A wrap-
around engine
bashplate and dual
front discs were
optional extras.
Conversely there
was already a
slightly gentler
version of the bike
intended primarily
for road use, the
R80 ST introduced
in 1982, which had
a smaller, 19inch
front wheel, revised
steering geometry
and suspension
settings and more
comprehensive
instrumentation
nicked off the
R45/65 series roadbikes. Both the ST and the
Paris-Dakar models are now quite rare and in
the case of the latter at least, highly sought after,
although some standard G/Ss were retro-fitted
with an official P-D kit to make ‘em look the part.
Unsurprisingly therefore, the G/S soon became
the weapon of choice for long-distance adventure
touring due to its sturdiness, reliability and rela-
tive comfort in the harshest conditions and on the

developed a loyc
~ secondhand prices

roughest roads. It was also eminently suitable
for long distance road trials and rallies for
much the same reasons and only the specially
developed Metzeler tyres - forerunners of the
tarmac-inclined ‘dualies’ now so commonplace -
impaired progress on really muddy or loose
terrain. Fitted with the largest possible
enduro/moto-x covers, ie a 4.50x18 rear, and a
3.00x21 front, the G/S did however acquit itself

STEVE MOORE
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well, although as a colleague
David Minton discovered
when he tested one on Mid-
Wales’ boggy uplands in 1984,
the G/S demanded a riding
technique hitherto alien to
most trail-riders:

‘The main danger lay in
over-confidence' he remem-
bers. For all its commendably
low weight for a machine of its
size, the G/S was too much to
‘boss’ in usual enduro fashion
on the rough. A combination
of good steering geometry and
suspension, plus an engine
with prodigious yet gentle
torque persuaded any number
of us who rode it to take fool-
ish risks: weight is all very well until equilibrium
is upset (and) there’s no hope of recovering
3.5cwt of flying metal by any of the usual off-
road methods. After some time I learned to ride
by a different method - less scatty, more deliber-
ate, maintaining wheel alignment, maintaining
traction, using torque... allowing the machine to
‘flow’. When it is used with respect for its peculi-
arities, the GS has some quite remarkable off-road
qualities. And no, the pots don’t catch on things !'

The latter comment may well remain open to
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to rise under power
that’s common to
shaftdrive transmission
driven by an engine
with a longitudinal
crankshaft. This is not
what you want when
you're trying to pull
the bike out of claggy
conditions, and pre-
cisely the opposite of
what a chain driven
rear end tends to do.
So after building some
28,000 G/S, Dakar and
ST versions of the bike,
in 1987 BMW launched
two new models which
substantially reduced
the problem.

Now subtly re-
named as the R80GS
(did you spot it ?) and
it's bigger brother, the
R100GS, these bikes were equipped with the cast
alloy Paralever swingarm BMW had originally
developed for their ‘K’ range of multi-cylindered
roadsters. By adding an extra joint in the shaft -
just before the actual hub - this created a ‘parallel-
ogram-effect” in the drive-train which went a
long way to cancelling out ‘wheel lift” as power
is engaged. And it had the additional benefit of
avoiding rear wheel judder under hard braking.
The new Paralever rear-end also offered an extra
10mm of travel.

THE GREEN, CHERITON NR WINCHESTER, HANTS $024 0QA
01962 771188

01962 7171122

www.huskysport.co.uk

www.vertemati.co.uk
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The company took the opportunity to substan-
tially improve the way the front end behaved,
too, by specifying an alloy fork brace and buying
in specially developed Marzocchi forks with
advanced anti-friction coatings, 40mm (as
opposed to 36mm) diameter stanchions and
an extra 25mm of travel - a direct legacy of the
units specified for the works Paris-Dakar bikes.
The frame itself incorporated stronger upper rails
and rear sub-frame.

The second major innovation related to the
wheels which now featured spokes laced to the
outer edge of the alloy rims, thereby permitting

S6 TBM

the use of low-
profile tubeless tyres
and offering greater
torsional strength.
These patented
‘cross-spoke’ wheels
did however severe-
ly limit the choice
of tyres and encour-
aged ‘creep’ if they
were run at low
pressures, and this
wasn’t made any
easier by the fact
that the rear wheel
was a 17-incher.
Eventually however
Metzeler did offer
special motocross
style covers for
serious off-road

use, otherwise
Continental’s TwinDuro tyres make perhaps

the best comprimise.

The mechanics of the smaller bike were virtual-
ly unchanged, but the 94 x 70.6mm engine fitted
to the bigger R100GS put out an extra 10bhp
and 18Nm of torque, at 6500rpm and 3750rpm
respectively. Although oil consumption and
engine wear on a hard-ridden R80G/S had been
criticised in certain quarters, and BMW did
improve the lubrication system for the new
model, they chose to fit an external oil cooler
only to the R100GS. Somehow or other though
the quoted dry weights of both bikes were now

418Ib, significantly porkier than the ‘old’
G/S, and this despite incorporating

a much smaller and lighter layshaft
starter motor, also borrowed from the
K-series bikes.

One man who exploited the
revised R80GS to the full was
36 year-old property devel-
oper Guy Greenway who
bought a 1993 example in
2001 and spent two-and-a-half
months riding down to and around
Morroco and back on his own. Though he
bought it privately, the bike needed some
repair work to the electrics and brakes which
was done by his local dealer, Bracken
Motorcycles in South London. In
fact the bike was virtually
standard save for a sump
guard (‘absolutely vital in
Southern Morroco where
the bike spent a surprising
amount of time in the air! You
find yourself pushing the limits a

little more every day on a long
trip."). And a six-pot Billet-6
caliper on the front disc
(‘the standard caliper
wasn't really up to it').
Guy is fulsome in his
praise for the BMW: 'It's
bullet-proof and I reckoned
that if anything did go
wrong, because it’s such
a simple and long-lived
design, anyone anywhere could
fix it. But in fact apart from snapping
a speedo cable and shedding a bit of
fairing when the tracks got really rough,
nothing went wrong in over eight
thousand miles.'
Wi Having originally
“{Q planned to buy a set of
= Metzeler Sahara tyres
? before catching the ferry
in southern Spain, he even
stuck with the original Avon
Gripsters because they worked so
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well on the way down there, 'and lasted
the whole trip without a single puncture.'

The new dual capacity range was, in true BM-
style, regularly and sensibly updated throughout
its life-span, but the major goals had already been
achieved. It was a more comfortable and quieter
bike (due largely to a larger capacity exhaust
system), with improved handling and longer
legs - especially in the case of the R100GS which
could cruise happily at 80-90mph and had a
118mph top whack. But although iron men still
campaigned these newer models on the dirt,
their extra bulk and weight favoured third-world
touring and gentle trailriding rather than fighting
through the nadgery stuff or full-on racing.

Perhaps to revive its rough-neck image, the
factory re-introduced a Paris-Dakar model -
with the 980cc engine - in 1990 and, once again,
offered a kit which could be retro-fitted to earlier
examples. At the same time BMW also hired the
Dutch White Power outfit to develop an optional
suspension kit with multi-adjustable rear shock
and progressive fork springs. Newly standard on
both models was a wider rear brake drum - 27.5
as opposed to 25mm.

And rather perversely perhaps, throughout the
lifespan of the second series bikes, the company
offered a 27bhp, R65-engined version of the ‘old’
G/S, although this was only available on the
German market.

In 1993 of course the new generation of 1095cc
boxers appeared with their four-valve heads,
Motronic fuel injection, catalytic converter, ABS
and, once again, a radical suspension departure,
this time in the shape of the Telelever front end.
Using a single suspension unit mounted behind
s8 TBM

the steering head and connected to

a solid front fork, this new design
improved stability and sensitivity of
steering input. The 1100GS featured
a new chassis in which the engine
was a load-bearing component, but
despite this and other weight-paring
efforts, the bike hit the scales at a
chunky 536lbs. As such, it was never
going to be a realistic off-road con-
tender despite the fact that BMW
market the bike as such (purely to
make the sales figures look good,
perhaps), although some brave
owners do campaign them in rally-
type off-road events.

But it’s the first, and to a lesser
extent the second series of Gelande-
Strasse BMs that provide the best prospect for the
man (or woman) who wants to ride something a
little different off-road. People tend to hang onto
these bikes and if you can find one for sale nowa-
days it'll probably cost you upwards of £2000 for
a really good one... Not in fact such a high price
to pay for something that will go on and on for-
ever if properly maintained, and a bike that in
many ways remains revolutionary to this day.

BMW R80G/S

Price (1980): £2449

Value now: £1500-3000

Engine: Air-cooled, OHV, 2-valve, horizontally
opposed 4-stroke twin, wet-sump
lubrication, alloy barrels

Bore & Stroke: 84.8 x 70.6mm

Displacement: 797cc

Carburettor: 2 x 32mm Bing Constant Velocity

Transmission: 5-speed, constant mesh, with shaft
final-drive

Chassis: Duplex, high tensile steel. Hydraulic

front forks, Monolever swingarm with
single shock absorber

Brakes: Front 285mm disc, single caliper;
Rear: 200mm 2LS drum

Tyres front: Front 2.75 x 21ins

Tyres rear: Rear 4.00 x 18ins

Wheelbase: 51.4ins

Seat height: 34.3ins

Ground clear: 9.5ins

Fuel capacity: 4.2gal

Dry weight: 380Ibs (dry)
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Thinking about buying
a secondhand KTIVI
4O0OEXC? Then you
need to know this...

400cc four-stroke is one of the most versa-
H tile four-strokes you can buy; it has suffi-

cient speed for the street with plenty of
flickability for the dirt. It can be raced, rallied, trail
ridden, supermotarded and overlanded. They ve got
enough power to make ‘em fun without having too
much to really scare the pants off you.’

So began our 400 shootout in the June 2000
issue of TBM - a test which the then-new KTM
400EXC went on to win against strong opposition
from Honda, Yamaha and Suzuki. That was the
first full year of the new-style KTM powered by
its all-new four-stroke engine (and the first of two
successive 400 shootouts that the KTM won), but
it wasn’t TBM’s first encounter with the bike.

Back in September 1999 we were invited along
to the launch of KTM’s range of new thumpers
over in Italy and were mightily impressed with
the EXC’s blend of light weight, high perform-
ance and easy starting. In truth the 400EXC didn’t
so much emerge into the growing 400cc class, as
thunder in at full throttle, do a little pirouette and
then charge off into the distance throwing roost
over the faces of all its competitors. Truth is, it
completely rewrote the rule-book in the mid-
dleweight sector and went on to dominate the
class for the next three years. Even now (with
the advent of a number of more powerful electric-
start 450s from other manufacturers), the 400EXC
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— JKTM400EXC

Fork seals: A KTM bugbear.
Watch out for leaking seals
particularly on the left hand
fork leg - spilling oil onto
the front brake...

Seats on the later
models (2001/2)
had a nasty habit
of delaminating.
Many owners went
back to the simple
black one...

KTM recommend an
engine inspection
every 100hrs...

can easily hold its own against later opposition.

Much of the reason behind this success is that
with the new range of four-stroke EXCs, KTM
as a manufacturer managed to put into metal the
concept that we’d figured out for ourselves a few
years earlier (after testing Yamaha's first WR400F)
- that building good four-stroke dirt bikes is not
just about ultimate power but more about light
weight, ease of starting, decent reliability and
general usability. Plenty of other manufacturer’s
dirt bikes could meet most of these criteria, but
only the KTM matched them all.

It was an instant success. KTM UK immediate-
ly sold out of their allocation of 400EXCs in both
2000 and 2001 and the story was the same all
across Europe. Which was a surprise given that
the KTM cost more than five grand at a time
when you could get a new WR4 for nearly a
grand less and Suzuki’s electric-start DR-Z400E
was five hundred quid cheaper than that.

But the stark truth of the matter was that good

With only two wheelbearings in the
rear wheel the 400EXC tends fo wear
them out pretty quickly. Check for play...

e e e e e i B e e

o MINUS
Maintenance schedule
Suspension harsh
Prone to headshake

o PLUS
Great package
Well specced
Versatile

Built to last

though the DR-Z and WR-F were, the KTM
offered something which the Suzuki and Yamaha
could never attain: pure desirability. It wasn’t just
that KTM were winning world championships f
with their bike, it was also that KTM as a brand [
were still perceived as being slightly ‘exotic’.
Ordinarily this is a description which has dirt
riders running in fear of their wallet, but KTM
had countered this by making their bikes accessi-
ble to all riders. 400EXCs came fully equipped
for the road right outta’ the crate, and had an
electric-start which meant that you didn’t have

to be a world champion to ride the thing (dirt
bikes always stall in the most inconvenient
places), as well as a kick-start as back-up.

But cleverer than that, KTM were brutally hon-
est and upfront about their new bike’s reliability
and service intervals. This was a bike which was
designed to run competitively for 100 hours
(approximately a season’s use) before requiring
a stripdown. And as if to underline this point, at
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the launch in Italy,
Mario Rinaldi’s cham-
pionship winning bike
went ‘bang’ with pre-
cisely 103 hours on the
clock. Eeek.

Now before you all
start panicking about that
100 hours figure, subsequent
experience has taught us that
KTM were initially being
extremely cautious about their
service intervals. We know of
bikes which have gone on to
complete three, four and

which is more than can be said for the owner).
‘The 100 hours figure then, is an indication of
the bike’s intended use — as a competition
machine — and after that amount of competi-
tion time, it's well worth pulling off the head
and examining the condition of the piston,
camchain and valve-gear etc.

< THE ENGINE

Right from the outset KTM designed
the new EXC engine as a com-
petition motor (did you
know for instance that
the underside of the
engine was specially

even five times that figure shaped and strength-
without so much as missing ened to shrug off hits
a beat, provided that they’'ve from rocks etc), though
been given regular oil and sensibly they included a
filter changes and been number of features which
looked after properly. (In would help make the bike

fact TBM's own Chris Evans’s
400EXC has been stripped down and
inspected by us after more than 350 hours use
and found to have no significant problems —

such a success with trail
riders. These included not
just the electric-start, but the
addition of a counter-balancer

< WHRAT TO PAY?

KTM resale values appear to be rock-solid. Owners are currently
asking strong money for what are after all secondhand competi-
tion bikes — albeit many of them have never seen race numbers.
A flick through the classifieds at the back of the mag will confirm
that there’s always a few 400s on the market and prices remain
commendably high once the initial depreciation has taken place.

As always condition is more important than age and mileage,
so ask about maintenance schedules and frequency of servicing.
To help you identify the different models, remember that the
original 2000 bikes had a black seat, silver rear fender and broad
silver tank graphics. In 2001 KTM switched to an orange and
black seat, retained the silver rear fender and changed the graph-
ics to a small oval logo (predominantly orange, with a silver
border and black lettering). Then finally in 2002 the orange and
black seat was retained, the rear fender went to black and the
small oval logo went to predominantly silver (with black letter-
ing). But watch out for the old trick of sticking newer plastics
on an older bike.

In terms of value the figures below are the sort of prices we’d
expect to pay for a 400EXC from a private ad in the classifieds.
Owners may ask more, but this is what we’d expect to settle on.
You'll pay more (for an equivalent bike) from a dealer because
the dealer can offer you more in terms of the overall package
(trade-in, finance, warranty etc). But remember that old adage.
You get what you pay for.

400EXC 2002: £3850-4100
400EXC 2001: £3500-3800
400EXC 2000: £3200-3500
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Stripped down

the KTM reveals its

_ sturdy steel backbone
and easily accessible
mechanics...

A.vﬂ"uw .

S ERGOS
One of the nice things about the 400EXC is
that it was one of the first KTM models to
wear braceless alloy Magura bars which
came complete with adjustable top-clamps.
There’s a four-way adjustment available

(to help smooth out the vibes), twin oil pumps
and a sensible layout which made mainte-
nance relatively easy.

The engine was in fact originally derived
from a Husaberg motor (KTM had bought
Husaberg the previous year), though the

only component which . thanks to alternative mount-
remains of the original Berg s ing holes and asymmetri-
mill is the clutch assembly. 5 cally-shaped clamps.

But by basing the initial And this means that there

should be a riding position set-up to suit
almost everyone. That said the 400EXC is
not really a bike for short (or timid) riders.
It's got a tall seat and quite a spacious rid-
;. ing position and the bars are relatively high
I and upright. But if you're over about
five-eight, you should be fine.

Sensibly the standard nine litre tank is
nice and slim, the seat (though firm) is well
padded and the riding position as a whole
just about spot on. We can't really fault

the 400EXC's ergos except to say that

if you spend a lot of time riding sitting
down, you may find the bars quite high
and the seat pretty firm. Oh and thanks
to the USD forks, the steering lock avail-
able (lock-to-lock) is slightly limited.

design of their new engine on an existing
unit (albeit with plenty of differences),
KTM were able to speed-up the traditional .
development and production period. Thus E /
the liquid-cooled 398cc KTM lump utilises d |
a simple chain-driven SOHC which oper-
ates four valves within the head by means (agl
of rocker arms (via progressively wound
valve-springs). There’s a six-speed gear-
box, hydraulic clutch and right-side kicker.
In terms of power delivery, the 400EXC
makes as much (if not more) power than all
contemporary 400s (with the possible excep-
tion of the Yamaha WR-F). In one of our 400
shootouts we drag raced the bikes across
a field and the KTM was consistently the
fastest. Where it loses out to some of the
other 400s however is in terms of torque.
Thoughnot exactly lacking in torque
(there’s still a decent amount of bottom end
available), the KTM’s motor really loves to
rev and does its best work in the midrange
and top end.

S HANDLING &

SUSPENSION

All modern KTMs are renowned as being
swift handling machines with fairly firm and

(in some cases) unforgiving suspension, and
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the 400s are typical of the
breed. If you've never ridden

the bike steers very quickly, is

prone to headshake (at times)

but carves a line through a

turn beautifully. 0

Suspension-wise the 400s
all came equipped with USD
46mm WP forks, and a linkless
PDS rear end fitted with a WP
shock. These are decent units,
but as with all KTM's they
tend to come set-up on the firmer side, and
require a bit of dialling in. Depending upon the
sort of riding you are doing (and your weight
and speed), you may find that getting the suspen-
sion revalved to a softer set-up will make the bike
more enjoyable (certainly for trail riding purpos-
es). But if you intend racing your 400 then the
stock settings will probably suffice.

When it comes to riding, the 400EXC is a spirit-
ed performer. With its blend of fast handling,
firm suspension and dynamic motor, this is a
bike which you'll want to get on and ride fast.
64 TBM

i The PDS system relies on \
g i valving within the shock
a KTM before, then you'll find to do the \-Nork of aris- =
/—l/ 3

// /«

ing-rate linkage. In our
experience it's very sen-
sitive to correct set-up...

And although you can trickle along at times,
really the 400 is better suited to those who like
to make rapid progress.

< EQUIPMENT

All EXC’s come fully equipped for the road,

so expect to find a bike with a working digital
speedo/odo, horn and all the other road equip-
ment. Check the lights thoroughly because rear
light problems are not uncommon. Just occasion-
ally motocross versions (SXCs) get converted into
enduro bikes - though these are unlikely to have

the digital speedo fitted. All the bikes originally
came with plastic frame guards and braceless
alloy bars fitted as standard, and all 400EXCs had
broad pegs and clear fuel tanks. In fact when it
comes to standard equipment, we can’t think of

a better bike. Remember that the earliest bikes
will now need an MoT so check that everything
works, and if there’s an aftermarket exhaust fit-
ted, insist on having the original silencer as well,
which will help you get your “ticket’.

S WHRART GOES WRONG?P
Fortunately for owners three and four years
down the line, the 400EXC has few faults of
which to speak. There are no major specific or
inherent problems with any of the model years
(over and above a few well-known minor faults),
but there are still a few things worth knowing.
Perhaps the most worrying thing is that many
2002 models suffered from the failure of a small
bolt (and locknut) which attached to the centrifu-
gal auto decompressor located on the cam. If this
bolt fails it can cause all sorts of expensive dam-
age to the valvegear and top-end. It's a known
fault and a stronger replacement bolt is available,

so it’s well worth opening
up the cam-cover and replac-
ing it.

While you're doing that
(or getting your dealer to
do it for you), check that the
valve-clearances are correct.
These will need doing about
once a year for the average
rider. Obviously KTM's 100
hour stripdown interval
should ideally be adhered
to, though for the most part
this is more of an inspection
than a rebuild. Camchains
will eventually wear out, as
will piston rings and pistons,
but on the whole you should
be able to tell a reasonable
amount about the health of
your bike’s motor by the
noises it makes, how much
oil it burns and its day-to-
day performance.

Talking of noises, we
know of at least one bike
which wore the hard facing
off one tooth of the balancer-
weight gear. This showed up
as a ‘tick-ticking” sound and
required replacement of both
that gear and the one which
drives it off the crankshaft.

We've also heard of very occasional gearbox
problems (broken selector forks etc), and
although the clutches never seem to give
problems, the clutch fluid (in the hydraulic line)
should be replaced periodically - especially if the
clutch feels spongy. Make sure you use proper
clutch fluid (not brake fluid) and for £16 KTM
will sell you an official factory syringe kit which
makes the job a lot easier.

Keep a close eye on the output shaft oil seal
(behind the front sprocket), these occasionally fail
leading to a loss of all the oil. If there’s a drip on
yours, don’t wait for it to go, but change it imme-
diately. Replacement is relatively straight-forward
and can be done from the outside.

Another oil-related problem we’ve heard about
concerns one of the bike’s oil filter screens. Aside
from the two paper oil filters there’s also two
mesh oil screens - one of which bolts onto the
underside of the engine. This has an allen-headed
tapered bolt and because of the bolt’s taper it's
easy to overtighten it and jam the thing solid,
with the inevitable consequence that the bolt-
head rounds off when you next try and undo it.
The solution is to either braise an eight or ten
TBM 65

Child’s play on a
good 400...




At the launch in Italy (back in Sept ‘99)
we were mightily impressed. Now near-
ly four years on, the 400EXC continues
to give good service. Can’t say fairer
than that...

millimetre nut onto the outside of the bolt, or at
any rate always carry a spare in your toolbox.

Look out for bent or repaired radiators as these
often get damaged in a crash and are pricey to
replace. And if you're looking at purchasing a
very late 2002 model be aware that there was a
factory recall on triple clamps which affected a
batch of UK-bound 400s. KTM tried to contact
all owners, but some slipped through the net, so
if you're not sure - take the bike to a dealer and
ask him to check it out for you.

KTMs are well-known for having dodgy side-
stand bolts which break without warning and
dump the bike on its side (often breaking clutch
levers as a result). The problem is that the early
bikes had bolts with a broad shoulder area, but a
small M6 thread — and it’s this bit which breaks.
We've known owners to go out on a trail ride
66 TBM

with a pocketful of spare bolts because they
expect to break more than one in a day. Later
bikes had a modified design of bolt, but if you
simply replace the soft bolts with a strong one
the sidestand lugs tend to break!

When it comes to consumables, thanks to the
EXC'’s wavy-cut discs, brake pads don’t tend to
last very long - particularly the rears - and in our
experience aftermarket pads outlast the factory-
fitted originals. Fork seals only seem to have
a limited life-span, and likewise rear wheel bear-
ings don’t tend to survive too well. The problem
is that the 400’s rear wheel uses just two wheel
bearings rather than three - with only a single
bearing on the drive side. Front wheel bearings
are better but will still only last about six months
on average, and head bearings should be greased
regularly if you jet-wash the bike on its side.

Talking of jet-washing, we’ve also
heard of one or two bikes which mysteri-
ously spark into life on their own, if
water manages to penetrate the starter
solenoid. This occurs because unlike
most other makes of bike, KTM’s don’t
have a circuit breaker switch to isolate
the ignition, but rather the ignition is
effectively live at all times. This can also
cause problems when the bike is being
transported in a van or on a trailer if
a tie-down inadvertently presses the
starter button. The answer is of course
to remove a battery lead.

KTM supplied the bikes (new) with
two rear tail lamp units - one for the
road and a smaller lighter one for the
trail. Chances are that the smaller one
has already been fitted, but it’s impor-
tant that you fit this because the heavier
standard light (and rear indicators) are
too weighty to put up with the punish-
ment on the dirt, and will simply end up
damaging your rear fender. The smaller
rear tail lamp housings have a tendency
to fill up with mud however, and this
causes the rear lights to fail. Use plenty
of silicone around the lens, and clean it
out regularly if you want to avoid
replacing rusty bulb holders.

And finally, in general the standard of
KTM'’s factory fitted bolts is not all that
good. Find a supplier of flange-headed
bolts and keep a ready supply in your
toolbox.

O AFTERMARKET
STUFF

One of the best things about the popular-
ity of KTMs right now is that a whole
industry has grown up around them supplying
aftermarket goodies. Bashplates, handguards,
case savers, rear disc guards, aftermarket discs,

sprockets, caliper pins, triple clamps with differ- -

ent offsets etc, you name it, and there is a bolt-on
goodie available to fit. Not only that but KTM
themselves market a range of aftermarket parts
such as handguards and bigger tanks etc. We
reckon that the least you should do is fit a bash-
plate, a case-saver and some handguards, while
we like the sound of the US made metal gauze fil-
ters which are washable and re-usable rather than
having to throw away (and replace) two paper
filters every tiine you change the oil.

<O RACE OR TRAIL?
Is the 400EXC a genuine dual purpose bike? We
think so. It’s certainly a competent racer, and as

a trailie it’s ideal, providing you like your trail
bikes on the sporting side. So who will the bike
appeal to and who should avoid them? Well we
wouldn’t recommend the 400EXC to a complete
novice or newcomer - there are much better
starter bikes out there. Likewise I think it’s fair
to say that if you use your bike for commuting
to and from the office every day with the
occasional play at weekends, then a DR-ZS will
probably be a better bet. Same goes if you're
particularly short. But for the average trail rider
looking for a quick and modern dirt bike, that
he or she can trail ride or race, then the EXC
fits the bill perfectly in every respect.

When they were first launched the 400EXCs
were pricey and powerful in equal measure,
and some questioned whether they’d stay the
distance. Well the proof is here that KTM’s
design and build quality was as good as prom-
ised. Considering that even the earliest bikes are
still making in excess of three grand, we reckon
the 400EXC must be considered as sound a finan-
cial investment as you can make in a dirt bike...

Thanks to Tim at Redline Racing (01509 816177),
Mark at Eurotek (01765 608209), Chris Evans and
Jim Jones for their help in compiling this feature.

o MY ONES:

CHRIS EVANS

I have run two KTM 400EXCs for the last
two years, one a 2001 model that now has
about 17,000km on it and a 2000 example
with approximately 10,000km under its tyres.
Like everybody else I was a little concerned
about KTM'’s insistence on top-end rebuilds
every 100 hours, but each bike has only had
its engine overhauled once, and each time
they only needed new timing chains.
According to Paris KTM specialists
Challenge 75, this is the reward for very reg-
ular oil changes. In fact, apart from eating
wheel bearings, rear brake pads, side stands
bolts and fork seals they have proved almost
100 percent reliable. I say almost ‘cos the one
my faithful sweeper Dominique uses, got
stuck in second gear when a return spring
broke in the gearbox earlier on this year.
Apart from that apparently, fluke incident
they have never let us down on the trail in a
sum total of 27,000km. As an added bonus
they are so well finished that, despite their
high mileage, they clean up a treat. In sum-
mary, while I'd have to say that there are one
or two bikes on the market that I'd rather
ride, there are none that I'd rather own...
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FOX TROT

Oooh, new boots! And very shiny ones at
that. These are the latest footwear from Fox
Racing, the 2003 model Forma Pro. Made in
Italy, they come with all the features you’d
expect from a pair of £199.99 boots. Dual
locking ally buckles, large areas of plastic
protecting shins and ankles, high impact heel
armour, it’s all here. Combined with a soft
lining, suede heatshields on the calves and

a sole which is grippy where it needs to be -
and slippery where it doesn’t, they look to be
a great boot for enduro and trail riders alike.
Developed in conjunction with US MX hot-
shot James ‘Bubba’ Stewart, they should pro-
vide all the protection your feet’ll ever need.
Our only gripe is that some of the stitching
around the edge of the sole is a little untidy
compared to the competition. As for the
styling, if white is a little too bright for you,
the Forma Pros also come in black. But for
those who demand in-your-face glitz from
their dirt bike kit, check out the Stewart
Replicas with metallic red buckles and silver
coloured leather. Supercross chic at its best.
Available through Fox stockists everywhere,
for the full SP check out www.foxeurope.com
or phone 0191 487 6100.

LONE
RANGER

According to the press blurb, the Kiwi K50
Ranger is the Italian manufacturer’s first off-
road helmet in over ten years. Yet they've
come back to the market with an up-to-the-
minute, design. The plastic helmet comes EC
homologated and with a gold ACU sticker.
There’s a plush removable lining, plenty

of venting, seatbelt-style fastening and a
(strange) goggle-strap clip on the back of the
helmet. Weighing in at a claimed 1300 grams,
it’s not particularly light for a plastic lid, but
then it does cost a mere £69.99. If you own an
Armstrong (or tend to do a lot of your riding
in Iraq) you'll probably appreciate the matt
olive finish. Alternatively, you can choose
from matt grey or glossy black/white/blue,
black/red/orange or white/blue/grey.
Fowlers are the people with all the informa-
tion. You'll find them on 0117 977 0466.

SOFT CORE

New British company CORE (Combined Off Road
Enterprise) are based in Wales, where they know a
thing or two about inclement weather. So it’s fitting
that their latest product - the Aqua Over Jacket - is a
wet weather riding top. Cordura construction should
give the Aqua excellent durability, whilst a layer of
hi-tech Reissa ensures it’s both breathable and water-
proof. A half length zip means the jacket is easy to
put on in a hurry, though the elasticated hem pre-
vents it from riding up whilst you're wearing it. The
neoprene cuffs are secured with velcro, and, along
with the tight fastening collar, should keep out the
elements whilst remaining comfortable. Storage
space comes in the form of a large zipped pocket in
the front of the jacket, easily big enough for gloves,
goggles and some choccy bars. Available in sizes L to
XXL and in black only, it's worth noting that the siz-
ing comes up very small (two sizes under). To fit
over body armour most people will require an XXL.
You certainly wouldn’t want to wear the Aqua in
anything but the worst conditions however, because
despite its advanced fabrics, we reckon you’d soon
overheat. But to keep the elements at bay £64.95 isn't
a huge price to pay for what looks to be a very well
made piece of kit. Give CORE a ring on 01686 412157
or email them on coredj@ntlworld.com and tell ‘em
we sent you.

FOLDING STUFF

Foldable trailer? Self explanatory really. It’s a trailer,
and it folds up. In fact, it folds up very easily and
neatly indeed. Designed and manufactured in the
UK, XR Stuff’s latest innovation weighs just 57kg,
will fit in the boot of most hatchbacks, yet once
assembled (a ten minute job, apparently) can carry
a bike weighing up to 250kg. There’s a lockable tow
hitch, the light-board doubles up as a ramp and the
metalwork comes zinc-plated. This could well be the
answer to all your trailer storage problems, as long
as you've got the requisite £549. Ouch! XR Stuff are
on 0161 406 8856, or see www.xrstuff.co.uk.
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LOWERING
" LINK & RISERS
AVAILABLE
FOR DRZ 400S/E

23-25 Station Hill, Chippenham,

Wilts. SNI5 IEG
Phone: 01249 657575 Fax: 01249 443643

KTM HARD EQUIPMENT & POWER
WEAR RIDE ORANGE, LOOK GOOD!!
- All available '

2004 KTM's arriving soon - Order Now!

CRM Mkl
CRM Mk2
CRM Mk3
CRMAR

from £1,595
from £1,795
from £2,395
from £3,195

03 BETA 200ALP NEW £3,150
SUZUKI DRZ 400S ~ NEW £3,995
SUZUKI DRZ 400E  NEW £3,995

OAKLEYS YARD, BEECH AVENUE, LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM

0ii5 973 2466 -

sales@leisuretrail.co.uk www.leisuretrail.co.uk’

®

DOES YOUR LEG ACHE?
S BUY AN ELECTRIC START!

Full Range of
Suzuki Off
Road machines
in stock

(€RD Performance Centre
Yoshimuira Off Road Performance

Clothing & Accesories

EVERYTHING FORTHETRAIL
ENDURO & OFF-ROAD RIDER
- KTM, CRM & DRZ SPECIALISTS

- QUALITY USED CRM’s AND NEW & USED BIKES CURRENTLY IN STOCK —
KTM 640 SIMoto

NEW £5,195

01 KTM 520 EXC £4,300
BETA 350 ALP

NEW £4, 250

HONDA CRM250 — FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES, SPARES &
GOODIES IN STOCK, PHONE OR EMAIL FOR FULL LIST

CRD PIPES & GUARDS IN STOCK

FINANCE ARRANGED —— QUOTES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Vioa f"’ oELTA J

Tralokelours

Off-Road Motorbike Tours
in Andorra &
The Spanish Pyrenees

wa T
.
oo -
S

admin
Andor ra (00376) 839723 Mob (00376) 356617 UK Mob 07976 747609

Mitchell & Partners

Your key to better bike insurance

=

0845.2304410

or online at mitch.co.uk

Mitchell and Partners is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council.
Registered Office 13-15 Archway Road, London N19 3TX.
For your protection and security calls are recorded.
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Authorised Husqvarna and GasGas Dealers

MAIL ORDER PARTS
FULL WORKSHOP & MOT
STATION
OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9.00-6.00
SATURDAY 9.00-5.00
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

NEW 250 PAMPARA ~ £2795
NEW EC200 £4168
NEW EC250 £4228
NEW EC300 £4125
NEW FSE400 £5159
NEW FSE450 £5270

GASGAS
GASGAS
GASGAS
GASGAS
GASGAS
GASGAS

HONDA NEW XR400 £3995
HONDA NEW XR650 £4395
HONDA NEW XR650SM DUAL  £5250

MOTOROMA NEW 50CC AUTO MRX2 £895

HUSQVARNA NEW WRE125 £3249
HUSQVARNA NEW TE250 £5299
HUSQVARNA NEW TE450 £5699

MOTO ROMA NEW 50CC AUTO MRX3 £1095 | HUSQVARNA NEW SM450R £5999
MOTO ROMA NEW 50CC 4SPD MRX4£1395 | HUSQVARNA NEW SM570R £5999

ALSO 2ND HAND /X, TRIALS AND ENDURO BIKES BOUGHT & SOLD
— PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS, PX WELCOME EVEN ROAD BIKES

Rock-Oil  ACE33id SCOTT

D

. SPECIALS

% PRO GRIP GOGGLES. LIGHT SENSITIVE LENS'S, CHANGE
FROM TINTED TO CLEAR IN 4 SECONDS!! A MUST FOR
SUNNY SUMMER DAYS AHEAD! ONLY £29.95 IN RED,
BLUE, CARBON.

SCOTT HYDRATION SYSTEM . 1.5 LTR DRINKS
PACK, ADJUSTABLE STRAPS, SMALL OUTER ZIP
POCKET. ONLY £34.95

ALL SPECIALS POST FREE !!

o) = =

performance enhancing products

2003 FOUR-STROKE POWER

ALL NEW"2003'4-STROKE.SYSTEMS. COMPLY.-WITH
ACU & FIM NOISE REGULATIONS 7=
WR250F WRA450F, DRZ400E, DRZ400S,
YZF250, YZF450, KTM450/525SX.
KITM450/525EXC & CRF450R

MANUFACTURER: DEP PIPES -
UK DISTRIBUTOR: Cl SPORT

www.deppipes.com

M,L, XL

Vear Protection
when Riding !!

Mountain Bike Armour >
MI/L, LIXLXXL £99.95
with Kidney Belt £114.95 ¢

AAA Tech Kidney Alpine
Belt Adult £21 Stars
Tech 4

ace Socks >> Boots

Adult £12.95 Sizes UK 6-13

Black
Enduro or

MX Soles
£129.95

Cables @@
AP jom £6.95

Open
Mon-Wed 10am - 6pm

Thur-Fri 10am - 8pm f»‘“

Saturday 9am - 5pm

e

FREE
DELIVERY | 3

on orders over £150
(UK Mainland only)

Brake Pads £13.95

SINISALD

<<<< 2003 Tech Kit Price Just £125

(includes:- pants, jersey & gloves)

. Colours: Orange, Grey, Blue, Red, Red/Blue,
Green/Yellow

Tech Pants Adult £79.95 Waist 30"-38"

Tech Jersey Adult £34.95 M, L, XL XXL
Tech Gloves Adult £23.75 8(M) - 12(XXL)

You can have sex !
..and they won’t steam up!!
Oakley Enduro Goggles £36
Red, Blue, Carbon, :
Yellow, Green, White.

Spare Lens £12.50,
Tear-Offs £3.49 for 10

Water-proof
Enduro-wear

NEW 2003 >>>>

Enduro Jacket £129
Black or Blue
48(S) - 58(XXXL)

Enduro Pants

£115 Black

Waist 30" - 38"
Waist 40" - 42" £125

Enduro Gloves
£42 Black or Blue
8(S)-12(XXL)

NeoTech Gloves
= £24 Black

8(S)-11(XXL)

HD 520 Chain Set £49

Spares : !
Brake & Clutch Levers from..£3.50 O’Ring Chain Set £59
Race Numbers from................ 30p [ 3 } e

Front Sprockets from............ £4.50
Rear Sprockets from.. b
Apico Camelbacks.............. £17.95
Acerbis Rally Handguards.. £52.95
Bar Grips from........ccceccvveens

Heavy Duty Chains. y
Spark Plugs from.........ccc.c....
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ROUND SIX, JAMSA, FINLAND 7-8 JUNE
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Still leading the 125
dass, Petri Pohjamo
had an ‘ok’ result at
his home round...

nimmnw%&&%

he quiet Finnish town of Jamsa, 200km north

of Helsinki, played host to the penultimate

round of the 2003 World Enduro Champion-
ship in early June with the sixth round of the
series proving to be the toughest event yet.
Breaking away from the ‘new style” enduro for-
mat that has generated mixed feelings amongst
riders, the Finnish event was a “proper enduro’.
Long special tests, no extreme test and lengthy,
challenging checks with reasonably tight time
schedules made sure of that. It also saw the first
world champion of "03 crowned as Husqvarna’s
Anders Eriksson became the first ever 450cc four-
stroke title winner, making it an incredible seven
WELC titles for the likeable Swede.

*

Northern Light
With 250cc two-stroke class leader
Stefan Merriman interested only in
maintaining his position at the top
of the quarter-litre championship,
and not in grabbing ‘Finn beating’
headlines, it came as little surprise
that Samuli Aro comfortably
topped the 250cc class on both
days. For Aro, whose disappointing
day two DNF from round five in
Italy had effectively handed the
title to his Honda-mounted rival, a
double event topping performance
was his way of saying ‘if only’.
Riding at his absolute best on day
one the fun-loving Finn not only
topped the 250cc class but also the
Scratch, ahead of VOR mounted
countryman Mika Ahola. On day
two Samuli again finished ahead
of Merriman in the 250cc class,
but second behind Juha Salminen
in the Scratch having ‘made a few
mistakes’ he admitted afterwards.
For Merriman two “points scor-
ing finishes” were all the pint-sized
Aussie was really after, but having
spent much of his off-season train-
ing riding in sand in New Zealand,
two second place finishes were just

reward for his efforts. Clearly
riding at nine tenths, the two-

time world champion proved that
despite having seen more than one
world championship derailed in
Scandinavia, he had learnt that
Finland is no place for heroics.
Looking comfortable around the
whooped-out and continuously
changing special tests, Stefan kept
Samuli within sight on both days,
but was unable (and unwilling) to
try and match his speed. Finishing
37 seconds behind on day one and
22 on day two, Stefan’s runner-up
positions were never challenged

as the third place finishers -
Portuguese rider Helder Rodrigues
on day one and French rider Freddy
Blanc on day two were, as they
have been at most rounds this year,
a considerable distance behind.

The Usual Suspects
With just 11 rider finishing in the
250cc four-stroke class on day one
in Finland, and 12 on day two, it
was Peter Bergvall that again put
his name at the top of the results as
he extended his championship lead
over Italian Giovanni Sala. Despite
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Finn Petteri

Silvan well
and truly turned his
125cc title campaign
around in Finland by
topping the eighth-
litre class on both
days. Not surprising
really as the event was
held in his home town
of Jamsa.

After being

described as
a ‘road-race’ by many
riders last year, this
year’s Finnish round
was a true enduro.
With little of the
course using public
roads, the challenging
Finnish forests and
long sandy tests made
for a much tougher
event.

KTM'’s compe-

tition boss
Kurt Nicoll took part
in his first ever world
championship enduro
in Finland having
been invited by KTM
Racing team-manager
Kari Tiainen. With a
14th and 12th place
in class, it was an
impressive debut for
the talented Brit, as
the event was easily
the toughest of "03.

Juha Salminen

suffered his
first mechanical DNF
since the 2001 French
ISDE, when the gear-
box on his 525cc KTM
cried enough on day
one. Fitting his bike
with different sized
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crashing hard on day two and landing heavily on
the collarbone that he broke in Greece earlier in
the year, Bergvall fought back to claim his third
double class-topping ride this year.

Claiming that he was braking later and push-
ing harder than was almost humanly possible on
each and every special test in an attempt to keep
on terms with Bergvall, Sala also found himself
comfortably outpaced by Yamaha mounted coun-
tryman Giuseppe Gallino on both days. Needing
to stay as close to Bergvall as possible in the hope
of claiming his sixth world title, Gio now has his
work cut out if he is to beat Peter at his home
race. And with Gallino in a position to have
a serious effect on the outcome of the champi-
onship, the final round could see team orders
play an important part in deciding who walks
away with the title.
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Cervantes finished 2-2,
marking one year in
WEC competition...

Changing Fortunes

Ever since the opening round of this year’s WEC
series where he topped the first day’s competition
in the 125cc class, KTM Racing rider Petteri
Silvan has struggled to look anything like the
world title winner he was in “02. In Finland all
that changed. Having completely revised the
suspension set-up on his KTM, and now happy
that he is heading in the right direction with it,
Silvan claimed two class wins in Finland. More
importantly he lifted himself from fourth in class
to second as class leader Petri Pohjamo only had
an ‘ok’ weekend and Frenchman Marc Germain

had a shocker.

With more home riders than any other class it
was little surprise that the eighth-litre category
saw Finns fill the podium positions on both days.
With Petteri claiming 50 points, Husqvarna’s

Mika Saarenkoski placed
second on day one with lit-
tle known Valtteri Salonen
finishing as runner-up on
day two. Third on day one
was Mikko Pihlajavesi, a
rider who's has been draft-
ed into factory teams for
his home race in years past
due to his speed in Finland,
while on day two Petri
Pohjamo claimed third.

Worryingly for the south-
ern European nations,
many of the Finnish riders
that placed highly in the
125cc class were youngsters. As has
been proved time and again, once
Finnish riders master the harder
surfaces like in Spain and Italy
they often become world title con-
tenders. Judging by the number of
fast young Finns in Jamsa, Finland
has a huge reserve of future world
champions that should keep them
at the top of the enduro ladder for
years to come.

Lucky Seven

One of the biggest surprises in
Finland was that riders from south-
ern Europe topped the 450cc four-
stroke class. A Spaniard and an
Italian to be exact. With Anders
Eriksson knowing that he was
within striking distance of yet
another world title, the Finnish
event took its toll on his nearest
championship rival Roman
Michalik, allowing Anders to use
two runner-up finishes to claim
the title. Finishing eight seconds
behind Xevi Puigdemont on day
one and less than a second behind
Alessandro Botturi on day two,
Anders now sits level with
Finland’s Kari Tiainen as a seven-
time world enduro champion. He
also says he has no intention of
calling it a day.

Winning the 450cc class on day
one, Xavi Puigdemont proved
many things. Firstly, that his talents
had been wasted at Gas Gas and
that he’d been right to leave.
Secondly, that had he joined the
KTM Racing team earlier and been
able to prepare for the ‘03 season

properly, he’d have been a solid
title contender. And thirdly, that
had he not suffered two mechanical
DNF’s earlier this year he would
have been in a good podium finish-
ing position. As it is was Xavi’s
result showed that with a little help
from his Finnish team mates he can
win on pretty much any surface.
Disappointingly for him he missed
out on his first ever overall class
win when he placed in fourth on
day two.

Also showing that he could
produce the goods in Scandinavia,
and that his double class topping
ride in Italy hadn’t simply been
a case of home advantage, Aless-
andro Botturi took a huge leap
forward in the 450 championship
to now sit just five points behind
VOR'’s Roman Michalik. Claiming
the third podium position on day
two was Belgian Thierry Klutz
aboard his Gas Gas.

Home Rule

One thing that was more or less
certain in Finland was that a home
rider would win in the 500cc four-
stroke class. The only question was,
which one: Juha Salminen or Mika
Ahola? With Mika having hit a
career low at the series’ fifth round
in Italy, Juha was expected to be the
man to beat. Unfortunately for the
quiet KTM pilot, a terminally ill
gearbox on day one meant the

loss of a possible 25 points in both
the half-litre and Scratch champi-
onships.

Day one in Finland thus saw
three-times ISDE winner Ahola
return to his best form as he placed
46 seconds up on Spaniard Ivan
Cervantes and another minute
ahead of David Knight. But with
Salminen’s bike fixed in time for
day two and after an early crash,
Ahola could only manage third
on day two.

For Ivan Cervantes Finland
marked a year of WEC competition.
Having competed in 2002 as an
unknown motocross rider, Ivan has
proved throughout ‘03 that he has
what it takes to make it as a top-
flight enduro rider - speed, skill
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sprockets during the
day in an attempt to
overcome the loss of
second and fourth
gear, Juha made up
for his disappoint-
ments by winning
day two outright!

A number of

riders again
commented that they
didn’t like the starting
order used this year as
it made it hard for rid-
ers from the same
class to compete on
level terms. While the
500cc class sees most
of its front runners
start within the first
30, the 125cc class has
just Petri Pohjamo
starting at the front.

Finnish rider

Marko
Tarkkala failed to start
his home round of the
‘03 WEC series when
the factory Husaberg
rider broke a bone in
his wrist. Fourth in
the 450cc class going
into the event, the fact
that Marko didn’t
even crash when he
injured himself made
it an even harder pill
to swallow.
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and a brain. Never really expected to win on
either day, the flamboyant Spaniard finished with
two solid runner-up spots - quite an achievement
considering he was up against the fastest of
Finnish riders. Third on day one, and fourth on
day two, David Knight battled with Husaberg’s
Bjorne Carlsson through out the weekend getting
the upper hand on the Swede by just three sec-
onds on day two.

The Brits
If there’s one round of the WEC calendar that
you can’t just turn up to and expect to do well,
it’s Finland. Being competitive in the land of a
thousand lakes is about much more than just
being able to ride fast in sand; it's something
that takes months of practice and a little some-
thing extra. For the eight British riders competing
in Jamsa it was always going to be a tough call,
even with several riders from southern Europe
deciding not to travel to Scandinavia.

For Paul Edmondson Finland was nothing
short of a disaster. Hopeful and confident of
78 TBM

placing near the front of the 125cc class, eighth
on day one and ninth on day two were results
that left the former world champ scratching his
head after the race and heading back to the spe-
cial tests to try and work out where it all went
wrong. Why was he so far down the results
sheet? Because like all the other Brits, he turned
up and raced having done no real practice or
testing specially for Finland.

For David Knight Finland was an event the
burly Manxman had been looking forward to for
some time. A sand rider of the highest calibre, DK
was also put in his place in Jamsa as Finns Mika
Ahola and Juha Salminen stole the show in the
500cc class. Despite claiming a podium position
on day one with third, Knight was beaten on both
days by Spaniard Ivan Cervantes and Finn Mika
Ahola. Something that means a runner-up finish
in the 500cc class is now pretty much out of the
question, and he will now have to fight hard to
finish third.

With both Paul and David finding it hard
to be competitive it was little surprise that the
remaining British competitors also found the
going tough. KTM UK'’s Edward Jones posted a
solid tenth in the 250cc two-stroke class on day
one, his highest class finish of the year so far.
Dropping three places on day two, both Ed and
Husqgvarna’s Euan McConnell found conditions
difficult, with McConnell finishing with two
12th places. 250cc four-stroke rider Rowan Jones
finished in eighth and ninth, but like Ed and
McConnell failed to make any impression on the
class leaders. Losing a minute on day two when
he tried to find a quicker line around a bog and
got stuck, Rowan, a rider who normally goes
well in mud and ruts, commented after the race
on just how hard the Finnish forest going was.
Littered with rocks, and then covered in swampy
black mud, even the world’s best found them-
selves stuck and having to push at some point
during the weekend.

Finishing in 14th place on day one, WEC first
timer (and ex GP motocrosser) Kurt Nicoll, was
getting his first ever taste of WEC conditions, and
what an event he chose to do it at. Initially reluc-
tant to start day two (because of exhaustion), he
was persuaded to try and finish by KTM team
manager Kari Tiainen and a solid 12th place was
a great reward for all his effort. He eventually
finished just ahead of Yamaha’s Richard Hay
and Husky mounted Chris Hockey (15th and
16th in the 450 class on day one, 14th and 15th
on day two, respectively).

So with just one round remaining in Sweden
(see the following report), with the exception of
the already decided 450 class, there’s everything
to play for...

GHAMPIONSHIP
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ROUND SEVEN, SKOVDE,
SWEDEN, JUNE 14-15

PADDOCK
POINTERS

The fact that the

overall Scratch
WEC went down to the
last test of the last day
of the last event made
the 2003 series final a
real thriller. Generating
a massive buzz within
the WEC paddock, the
tension before the final
test of the series was
incredible. Although
Juha Salminen walked
away with the title, the
real winner was the
WEC series, which pro-
duced some great rac-
ing during each of its
seven rounds.

Based close to a

Swedish military
base, the event in
Skovde was both well
organised and a chal-
lenging and enjoyable
ride for the riders. With
four tests per lap, of
which there were four
on day one and three
on day two, the racing,
prize-giving ceremony,
and post-race party all
helped make it a memo-
rable event.

to nail-biting climax in Skovde, Sweden in
mid June with KTM Racing's Juha Salminen
claiming the overall 'Scratch' world title after
a thrilling final test showdown with Honda-
mounted Aussie Stefan Merriman.

With Juha having already taken this year's
500cc title with class victory the day before, and
Stefan having done the same in the 250s by top-
ping the quarter-litre class on the same day, the
pair were separated by just three second going
into the very final test of the series. That's when
the heavens opened.

Both were hoping to lay claim to the most
prized of WEC trophies (the overall title), but it
was Salminen who eventually emerged victorious
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after Merriman made an uncharacteristic mistake
- possibly the most costly of his career. After
seven rounds, countless hours of special test
action and more ups and downs that a Blackpool
roller-coaster, a simple error of judgement caused
the Aussie to crash mid-test and handed the title
to Salminen.

The Swedish event was always going to be an
exciting one. With four world titles to be decided,
as well as the overall champion to be crowned,
whatever the outcome of the weekend's racing,
the event was assured to be full of drama. And
it certainly didn’t disappoint. Proving to be a
worthy host of the final round of the series,
two other riders joined Juha and Stefan as world
champions - Petri Pohjamo in the 125cc class and
Peter Bergvall aboard his 250cc four-stroke.

In the 125¢cc class KTM rider Petteri Silvan con-
tinued his winning ways after topping both days
of the series in Finland, to win the 125cc class on
day one in Sweden. But only just. Finishing four
seconds ahead of countryman and series leader
Petri Pohjamo, the KTM Racing rider moved
another five points nearer the top of the class’
standings in the process, making Sunday a
day that his Gas Gas mounted rival simply
had to win. And that was exactly what he did.
S0 TBM

Moving in front of Silvan to top the class on
day two by 16 seconds, Pohjamo claimed his
first ever world title - much to his and Gas Gas’
delight, with yet another solid performance.
Winning the final day's competition, the once
hard-charging, hard-crashing Finn demonstrated
that consistent and determined riding wins cham-
pionships, and finally proved himself as a worthy
world champion.

With the Pohjamo/Silvan battle focusing
people's attentions at the head of the 125cc
class, the final podium positions were shared by
Yamaha rider Marc Germain and TM’s Rickard
Larsson on days one and two respectively.

The 250cc two-strokes just seemed to go
through the motions, with one rider all but
assured the title - Stefan Merriman. Needing
only a handful of points to top the class, the
determined Aussie made sure of victory by tak-
ing the win on day one ahead of a de-motivated
Samuli Aro. Some 46 seconds up and winner of
both the day and the championship on Saturday,
Merriman saw the KTM rider close to within four
seconds on Sunday having failed to ‘get going’
on day one. Finishing with two runner-up places,
Samuli was clearly struggling to get fired up for
the event as a result of having little to fight for.

Just as in the 125cc class, and as
has been the case in the 250cc class
all year, the third place finishers
failed to make any real impression
on the leading duo. French riders
Sebastien Guillaume and Freddy
Blanc shared the third place hon-
ours, with Guillaume getting the
final podium position on day one
and Blanc on day two.

The Swedish round of the cham-
pionship was always going to be
an important one for UFO Corse
Yamaha rider Peter Bergvall, not
least because it was his home
round of the series. Carrying a
comfortable points lead into the
event, Peter as expected, finished
ahead of his closest championship
rival Giovanni Sala on both days,
to lift his second consecutive quar-
ter-litre thumper title.

Feeling the pressure of having
to perform in front of his home
crowd, Peter was also riding in
some discomfort having landed
heavily on his recently plated

450 champ Eriksson
retired from day two
after a big crash...

collarbone in Finland a week earli-
er. Despite having to grin and bear
it, the Swede topped the class on
day one, 33 seconds ahead of Sala
and comfortably ahead of TM rider
Bartosz Oblucki. Day two however
was a different story. Knowing that
mistakes were not an option, Peter
placed a cautious third, but impor-
tantly ahead of Sala.

Topping day two was Roberto
Bazzurri. Having stamped his mark
on the class in Greece with a dou-
ble class-winning ride, the Husky
mounted Italian posted a solid ride,
albeit a little too late in the season -
having failed to consistently place
near the front of the class since
Greece. Finishing second on day
two to claim only his third double
finish of the year was Bartosz
Oblucki, just five seconds behind

A win, a crash and a bloody
good knees-up best explains the
weekend had by CH Racing
Husqvarna rider Anders Eriksson,
as the already-crowned 450cc

Spaniard Ivan

Cervantes
became an instant
crowd favourite on
day two with his aerial
antics. Performing a
different trick on the
cross-country test’s
huge concrete jump on
each of day two’s three
laps, the 21-year-old is
now the most-sought
after WEC rider behind
Juha Salminen and
Stefan Merriman.

Mid-June, and the

03 WEC series is
all over. With seven
rounds having been
squashed into just three
months, many riders
that either started the
season with an injury,
or picked one up during
the series, have strug-
gled to return to form.
A more spread out
series has been pro-
posed for 2004.

Anders Eriksson’s
s hopes of an end-
of-season double 450cc
class win went out the
window on day two
in Sweden when the
already crowned class
champion crashed
ing a high-speed corner.
Having looked more at
home on the 450cc
Husqvarna than at any
other event this season,
the seven-time world
champion confirmed
that he wanted to return
to the 500cc class for "04.

With the excep-

tion of light rain
on Saturday night the
weather in Sweden
stayed fairly fine during
the event - right up until
15 minutes before the
start of the final test.
With a thunder cloud
emptying itself over the
test and paddock, the
end of the 2003 series
turned out to be an
extremely wet one.
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Bergvall took his second
consecutive 250 4-T title
at his home round...

champion posted his best overall result on day
one before crashing out of the event on Sunday.
With massive home support Anders topped the
class by 25 seconds on Saturday from VOR rider
Roman Michalik as well as placing fifth in the
Scratch having seemingly finally got the hang

of racing the 450cc Husky. On day two though
Anders found himself landing shoulder first after
high-siding from his Husky while exiting a high-
speed corner on one of the event's four tests.
Deciding that there was little point in continuing,
he called it a day with title number seven already
in the bag.

Moving forward one position on day two after
finishing as runner-up to Anders on day one,
Roman Michalik did what he had to do to claim
second in the 450cc championship. Having seen
his promising early season form fade during the
second half of the series, he returned to his best,
proving that had he not gone off the boil in both
France and Italy he would have made Anders
work a lot harder for the title.

Also ending his season on a high was Belgian
Thierry Klutz. Finishing third on day one, albeit
a fair way behind Michalik, the Gas Gas rider
moved to second on Sunday, just 15 seconds
s2 TBM

behind the bouncing Czech. Third on day
two was Farioli KTM rider Niklas Gustafsson.
Juha Salminen knew exactly what he had to
do in Sweden - get the 500cc title wrapped up
on day one so that he could concentrate on trying
to win the Scratch title on day two. And that was
exactly what he did. With his closest champi-
onship rival Ivan Cervantes finishing third on
day one, and with Juha comfortably out-pacing
his class-mates once again, the Finn added 500cc
victory to his 400cc, 250cc and 125cc titles - not
that you’d have known it judging by his post
race celebrations. Thinking only of the bigger
prize on offer on day two, Juha’s fifth world
title was marked with little more than a few
pats on the back and a hug from his girlfriend.
The real battle in the 500cc class was for the
third place spot, as Farioli KTM rider Ivan
Cervantes did enough to claim the championship
runner-up spot on day one by finishing in third.
Crucially, VOR's Mika Ahola took second on the
Saturday having begun the event just a handful
of points behind David Knight (third in the
championship). With DK being squeezed into
sixth on day one by the usual suspects; Salminen,
Cervantes, Ahola as well as Husaberg team-mates

Stefan Merriman
on his way to the
250 title...

Bjorne Carlsson and Andreas
Toresson, Mika held the upper
hand going into the second
day’s competition. And finishing
fourth, one place ahead of
Knighter, the three-times ISDE
winner got the bronze - much to
his delight and David's obvious
disappointment.

The Brits

Sweden wasn’t a great event
for the seven competing Brits
although it did see Husky Sport
rider Euan McConnell claim his
best ever World Championship
result with sixth in the 250cc
two-stroke class on day one.
Unfortunately for Euan, day
two wasn't quite so good and
he ended up tenth.

For Paul Edmondson the
Swedish round marked the end
of a season ruined by injury.
Placing fourth and fifth, results
that would have read third and

fourth had he not subtly helped
his team-mate Marc Germain
secure third in the eighth-litre
championship, Paul was a little
over half a minute behind day
one winner Silvan but almost one
and a half minutes behind on day
two. In the 250cc class Edward
Jones claimed two 12th place fin-
ishes, making sure that both he
and McConnell finished the final
round of the series in the points
while Rowan Jones finished in
eighth and 10th in the 250cc
four-stroke class. 450cc class
competitors Richard Hay and
Chris Hockey also claimed World
Championship points with Chris
finishing 14th on both days and
Richard 15th on day one.

So that's it. Another season
over and done with. Now there's
a break of a few months until
the ISDE in Brazil in November.
As usual, TBM will be there,
covering all the action...

Far left: You can smile now, Juha.
Youve won the championship...

HIP

JUHA SALMINEN
STEFAN MERRIMAN
SAMULI ARO

SCC

PETRI POHJAMO
PETTERI SILVAN
MARC GERMAIN
250GC 41

PETER BEGUALL
GIOVANNI SALA
GUISEPPE GALLINO
0CC

STEFAN MERRIMAN
SAMULI ARO

JANI LAAKSONEN
[I]HH

ANDERS ERIKSSON
ROMAN MIGHALIK
A. BOTTURI

500CC

JUHA SALMINEN
IVAN GERVANTES
MIKA AHOLA
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NGE OF ENDURD & MX

950 ADVENTURE BIKE

* Full Range of KTM Spares * KTM Exhausts, Big Tanks,
* Billet Triple Clamps 540 Kits & Silencers,
#* KTM Soft Seats * Stainless Steel Removable

Oil Filters - All Makes

* Alpinestars Tech 6 Boots
£169,Tech 8 Boots £209.

* ProCarbon Fibre Products
“ MSR Gortex Clothing

Lazer & Arai Helmets
* Michellin & Dunlop Tyres
“ KTM 03 / MSR Clothing
* Enduro Accessories
“ MSR Rad Guard £35

* Know whe
and plan¥

Digital Ordnance
 1:50,000 scale on CD Rom

¢ Plan your route on a P
* Downlead information tg
¢ Print off exactly the ar
* Same style and layout

&navigation

www.lk2navigation.co.uk
Telephone 01993 810910

YAMAHA
PREMIER DEALER

COMING SOON

THE NEW “OFFICIAL”
TTR 250CC & 600CC

CALL NOW!
D) Acs3zid|
03 YAM DT125R 0 MILES £2495
03 YAM XT600E 0 MILES £3599
03 HONDA AFRICATWIN 0 MILES £5499
02 KTM 250 RACING 4 STROKE £3995
01 HONDA DOMINATOR 4000M £3995
01 HONDA AFRICATWIN  4600M £4995

FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) P/EXWELCOME

39A The Mall, Favelsham, Kent ME13 8JN

Tel: 01795 532365/534835 Fax: 01795 538883
Email: paul@thebikeshop.demon.co.uk

www.thebikeshopfaversham.co.uk

DAVE CLARKE RACING

TELEPHONE 01772612 118

ABERDEEN LINCOLNSHIRE YORKSHIRE

Dennis Irvine Superbikes  Paddock Hill Racing NTB

01224 590077 01427 717203 01904 750101
BERWICK ON TWEED LONDON GTR. MANCHESTER
Border Bikes Club Moto Scorpion Motorsport
01289 305768 020 7394 4381 0161 7249518

CARNFORTH NORTHWALES BARNOLDSWICK

Moto Supplies S&S Racing Factory Developed Parts
01524 824723 01743 246009 01282 853400

DERBYSHIRE SOUTH ENGLAND DONCASTER
SR Off Road Gary Grover Racing Andy Mitchell
01629 820111 01488 658667 07771 906991
ESSEX

Jim Aim Motorcycles

01787 460671

S5 MUDFLAP




Worldwide mail order

YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
ANSWER ¢ ALPINE STARS ¢ SBS « ND

ARAI » ACERBIS ¢ NO FEAR ¢ RENTHAL.
REIKON ¢ MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI » YOKO

117 Brighton Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5SNJ
TEL: 0208 399 0630 Fax: 0208 296 0704
e-mail: motoward @aol.com
Specialist supplier of enduro & overland equipment

www.motoward.co.uk

SWITCH.

Off Road Hardware

Trail Tech

Endurance Computers
. CR/CRF/YZ/YZF Sidestarnd
CAF 100W H/O Stator & CARF 9/1l/170z Flywheels

Free Pulse Vent Head with all

Pulse Racing Poducts el Fuse Bt cas.

The Original Pulse Racing Billet Fuel Cap
KTM & Honda Offset Triple Clamps
The Genuine KTM Case Saver

GPR Steering Stabilizers

The UK's leading off road ﬂeer/ngi
stabilizer supplied with |
a LIFETIME guarantee |

Kits avallable for all current models of off road bike and ATV. |

Supplied with fitting kit & classic

enduro deflector, the pro’s choice
\ New Low Profile deflectors for
| enduro, dual sport or supermoto

L.

Lycra Racing are the offical plastic sponsor and choice of
Paul Cooper - Multitex Honda

Lontact us on the web st www.dirtbikedepot.com

Telephone: O0/642 554534  Eman: ssieseditbikedenot.com
X 01642 550996

ESSEX OFF-ROAD
EXPERIENCE

HERE AT THE ‘ESSEX OFF ROAD EXPERIENCE’ WE OFFER THE NOVICE
OFF ROAD RIDER THE BENEFIT OF A QUALITY DAYS RIDING ON
EXCELLENT MODERN HONDA XR250, XR400 AND YAMAHA XT225
(OTHERS AVAILABLE FOR THE MORE EXPERIENCED RIDERS)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
AND BOOKING FORM
www.essexoffroadexperience.co.uk
YOUR DAY WILL INCLUDE YOUR BIKE FOR THE DAY, ALL YOUR RIDING
KIT, THE INSTRUCTION, LIGHT LUNCH AND REFRESHMENTS.
OVER AVERAGE INSTRUCTOR TO PUPIL RATIO IS 3.5 TO I,AND SOME
1 TO | INSTRUCTION IN THE AFTERNOON SESSION. ALL OUR
INSTRUCTORS ARE EXPERIENCED ENDURO RIDERS AND TRF MEMBERS.
WE BELIEVE THAT AT £125 PER PERSON, PER DAY REPRESENTS
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY.

NO MOTORCYLCE LICENCE REQUIRED

TELEPHONE 01440 707 585 OR 020 8502 0800
PHONE FOR SPECIAL DETAILS

Princess Works | Birds Royd Lane
Brighouse | o@rassport.com
w; rassport.com

03TM 125 Motocross
03TM 125 Enduro

03TM 250 Enduro

03 TM 250 Enduro 4T ELS
03 TM 300 Enduro

03 Scorpa 250 Trials Bike
03 Gas Gas EC200 Enduro
03 Gas Gas EC250 Enduro
03 Gas Gas EC300 Enduro

03 Meercat 50 quad, 4 stroke, electric

start & gearbox

03 Panda 100 quad,electric start

03 X KID 50, electric start, auto lube
03 Macbor 50 junior/senior versions
Gincheng 90

03 Sherco 250 Trial Bike

03 KTM 450 SX 6 Speed, road reg -
too many extras to mention!

02 Yamaha WR250

01 Honda CR125 E2195 1 ¢,ine of colours |

01YZ426 Road reg, Supermoto wheels £3695 “labl
00 Husaiberg 400FE £2005 5\ S
99WRA400 £2605

97 XR400 Supermoto wheels £2700 :
87 Kawasaki KDX200, Immaculate ~ £1295  pemonstrator bike

EC200 - ring for
Champ 50 £475  details

offroad motorcycle + Isart centre

(&)

RACING BOOTS [TALIA

 TRAIL/EENDURO i
| ! Handcrafted in ltaly. Specially
| ,' developed for the UK market.
| 1 Ultimate combination of grip, comfort
1 and protection. Motorcross
1 specification along with Goodyear
1 Supergrip Trials Sole. This is the boot
! trail/enduro riders have been
1 dreaming about.

: Top quality hide throughout, rust
1 proof one finger fasteners, double

| 1 stitched sole, superstrong Cordura
 Topseal.

! Available in Black
1 or Nabuk (suede)
| | SIZES 38-47

! As used by Edward Jones
, throughout 2002 and again
in 2003

| . AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM
BINGLEY LEISURE.

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS .
ACCEPTED e

Contact Bingley Leisure direct on:
el:01274 566122 Fax:01274 510977 Email: sales@bingleyleisure.com

Now buy online at WWW.bingleyleisure.com
— the easy way to buy (allow 2 days for delivery)

MOTORCYCLES

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE

STOCK OF SPARES & ACCESSORIES
AVAILABLE INTHE UK

ALL 2003 GASGAS & KTM BIKES
ARE NOW IN STOCK

TRY OUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE

OPEN MON-FRI 9AM-6PM
SAT 9AM-4PM

OVER 100 NEW & USED
BIKES IN STOCK

VERY LOW FINANCE DEALS —
RING FOR DETAILS

"TELEPHONE 01909 567125
Unit |, Monksbridge Park, Monksbridge Road
“Visa| Dinington, Sheffield S25 3QS

Handie Bar Switch Gear
F/R Hydro Brake Switches
Electric Horn

TFEET DOES NOT
NEED BATTER W™

RZA00 Suzuki DRZA0OE
WRA00, WR250, WRAZE(
KLX 250/300,

220

15 GRESLEY CLOSE. DRAYTON FIELDS,
VENTRY, NORTHANTS

§ INSURANCE
| coMPANY
| APPRONED

AXA, :
CHAUCER PLC,
DEVITT
INSURANCE,
EQUITY RED
STAR,
HONDACOVER,
NORWICH UNION
& NIG. APPROVED

i ‘AS GARAGED’

MOTORCYCLE
GARAGES

CONSTRUCTION

® HIGH SECURITY
PADLOCKS

© SECURE GROUND
FIXING POINTS

© SIZES TO SUIT ALL
BIKES

© HOME DELIVERY

® PRICES FROM £599 0114 232 7766

www.bikesafe.info e:sales@bikesafe.info

Come visitiour;
" show-room!

_sem = c‘ E=ac|

tm $suzuxi

3 New Beta

ALP 350 , J)

now in X magfe_lsg/

stock \ 'alr’réwg

Comprehensive
parts, accessory
and clothing
department

i

01623 428777

www.theeffroadcentre.co.uk

bk

All major credit/debit cards. Licenced Credit Broker.
Finance Available. Written details on request

our demos



GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!!

BULTACO MATADOR 250  £1795 HUSQVARNA  TE350 X3 £1995
CHENEY TRIUMPH 250 £2395 HUSQVARNA  TE350  £2195
HONDA X1200  £1295 KAWASAKI KDX200 £1895
HONDA CRM250 £1895 KAWASAKI KDX220 £2995
A Rineol Lieos SUZUIKI DR350  £1995
ey S S i DR650  £1995
SRR ot ploes YAMAHA XT225  £1695

SUZUKI DR200 ES £1895
HONDA XR250  £1895

SUZUKI DR350  £1995
HONDA XR250  £1995

YAMAHA Y2F420  £2995
HONDA RR250. | E1995 | AMAHA XT225  £1795
OINlS XR2SO R £ 225 R AMARIA XT350  £1295
FHENDA XRE00  £1995  yaAMAHA TT500  £1795
HOINDA XR600  £1995  yAMAHA TT600  £1495
HONDA XR600  £2195 YAMAHA TT600  £1695
HONDA NX650  £2195 YAMAHA TTR600  £2295
HONDA XRV650  £2395 YAMAHA XTZ750 £2395

NEW MACHINES FOR SALE

HONDA XR 250 £3495 HONDA XR 650
HONDA XR 400 £3995 SUZUKI DR 400SY

New KTM’s POA Part exchange welcome
Free test rides. Finance available STS

NEW STOCK CONSTANTLY ARRIVING
PHONE FOR DETAILS
TEL:01202 820009 FAX:01202 820009
Email: sales@conquest.uk.com
Web: www.conquest.uk.com

CONQUEST MOTORCYCLES, UNIT |,VICTORY CLOSE,WOOLSBRIDGE
IND. EST, THREE LEGGED CROSS, WIMBORNE, DORSET BH2| 65X

£4250
£3795

{ &~ ~marmy )
GADGERE'R
IMONDA IHAWASAIKI I YAMAIA

EUROPE’S LEADING SUPPLIER

OF FRAME GUARDS & SKID PLATES FOR ENDURO AND MOTOCROSS

Bash Plates £55 \
Available for for
DRZ400 XR250 & 400
YZF250 8 426 KTM 400/520
NEW BASH PLATE
FOR KTM [125/200 & 250/380
Frame Guards £35
& Skid Plates £39.50
for WR 200 & 250 and most
KTM-SX, YZ, YZF, CR, RM &
\_ KX Ranges v

(' YZF 450 SKID PLATES )
AND BASH PLATES

L AVAILABLE NOW y

2003 MODELS NOW IN STCK

Full range and Secure Online Shop at

WWW.GADGETRACINGPRODUCTS.COM

E-mail info@ gadget-racing.-demon.co.uk

N MAIL ORDER Phone 01858 880345 Fax 01858 880835 ‘

CASCASY /1[I W8]

OFFICIAL UK IMPORTERS FOR GA

e g
CONTACT OURSELVES FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER!

GASGAS MOTOS LIMITED, HARPUR HILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE SK17 9JL
www.gasgasuk.com Email: shirty@gasgasuk.com Tel. 0845 224 2001 Fax: 0845 224 2002

MIITIIBGYI}[ES

PAMPERA RRP
EC125
EG200
EG250
EC300
EG400

EC450

ALL MODELS IN STOCK

+67% CLIENT RETURNS / REFERRALS

'MOTO AVENTURES

OFF ROAD

ANDORRA / SPANISH
PYRENEES

] # May to September inclusive ¢

@ Tuition & guidance given to beginners on XR250 ¢

@ Good tracks for the knowledgeable ¢

> dNC

| @ Leisurely tours & time to view spectacular scenery ¢

@ Great food and accommodation ¢

8YEARS IN THE BUSINESS

Contact SU on:00 376 32 50 99
motoaventures@andorra.ad
www.motoaventures.com
2 GUIDES /| MECHANICS

=2/ }
44 DS Trail £5100 -
n the road. ;
=g=/e8 =

[ Low Rate Finance

| £31.51 per week

| APR 7.8% (see example)
(OB

Trail wheels just £250
When ordered with a
Supermoto.
(HHTE

710 & 644 Demonstrators |
(AT B

Order your spares and

accessories online at
.ccmspares.com .
GLOTHING,BOOTS,HELMETS
“INANCE EXAMPLE:
544 DS Trail £5100 on road

600 Deposit 1st payment £100
5 payments @ £136.56
inal payment £186.56 APR 7.8%

Racing

 120-90-18 ..
| 140-80-18 ..
| 120-80-19 ..
| 90-90-21

Tﬁi

01497 847866

les@Ig-racing.fsnet.co.uk

Melboume Garage
Glasbury on Wye
Herefordshire « HR3 5NT

IS
Monday to Friday 09.30 - 17.30
Saturday 09.00 - 13.00

Titanium Helmet
Enduro Goggle

95




ACCESS o REE

FOR ALL MAKES + MODELS OF ENDURO - MOTO-X -TRAIL NEEDS + MORE

> BIKE TELH ¢
GAS BAS HOTLIN

01225 765765 / 760464 / 07956 393322

ALL UK MODELS - BEST PRICES INC, SPARES PACKAGE + FULL SPARES & WORKSHOP BACK UP. FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - SERVICE & REPAIRS ORALL BIKES

FIND USAT UNIT 5 SHAILS LANE TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE BAI4 8NS

< Mot
A SUIESRIE
E -- l‘l

FEN ROAD, HOLBEACH, SPALDING LINCS. PE12 8QD
TEL: 01406 422430 o FAX: 01406 424860

HONDA UK PARTS SUPPLIER

S
EHEUSES! u

) DAY :
e l’AR’l‘S SERVICE j

WILTSHIRE
TRAIL RIDES LTD
07789 345 566

OFF ROAD TRAIL RIDING
MONDAY-SUNDAY
IN THE WILTSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE
NOVICE TO ADVANCED
AVAILABLE WITH HIRE BIKES,
OR YOUR OWN
www.wiltshiretrailrides.co.uk

www. rallyr)'der. com

tm and VOR Main Dealers
Parts and accessories for Moto X,
Trail and Trials.

APPROVED DEALER
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

THOR MAIN
STOCKIST
TAKING ORDERS

Now

OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLE SPECIALISTS

N1
DEALERS FOR:

SHARK,®EMAR, SINISALO,
ACERBIS,‘BIADORRA, APICO, UFO,

TOE RAG CASUAL CLOTHING & TOOLS,
REPTILE WATCHES & WALLETS,

AND MANY MORE.

Tel: 01425 474800

Fax: 01425 461962 Email: mail@inchains.co.uk
Unit 9 Hightown Industrial Estate,

Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood, BH24 1NZ

ALLENS PERFORMAN ER&D

AVAILABLE

www.trmracing.co.uk
E-mail: sales@trmracing

WHITE BROS Catalogue £11.75 inc vat

Now. AVAILABLE
Y2400/ & XRagp, WR40oy
R6501B1G BoRE PIPES

& PRO-WEG SILENCERS
www.allensperformance.co.ul :

‘} _ MOTION-PRO M)

Tel 01949 836733 Eax 01949 836734

Bring your hike for a
weekends trailriding
in Gloucestershire

100% waterproof waist-pack All ahilities catered for.

for more info. call or visit our new website.

01524 793535

www.kriega.com

Telephone 01242 58 40 60
Mohile 07973 637 867
alianwhittington@hlueyonder.co.uk

OURS

E</monds Garage, Coped Hall, Wootton Bassett, Swindon,Wilts SN4 8ES|
Tel: (01793) 84966 1 » Mobile: (07808) 291661
* Email: bjctrailtoursuk@tiscali.co.uk

www.bjcmotorcycles.co.uk

Come and trail ride the green lanes of Wiltshire & Berkshire
choice of:
DR 250/DR 350/DRZ 400-Suzuki
XL 250-Honda TT 250R/XT 225-Yamaha
Experienced and novices welcome. Packages to suit all.
Insurance, Fuel, Equipment, Guidance, Lunch included.
\LSO: OFF ROAD RIDING NO LICENCE REQUIRED -ANY AGE
Contact Bryan Carter

I MOCCESSORIES

The Uk s No.1 Off-Road
Mail Order Specialist

Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

L CHRETTES

Enduro, Motox, Road
Prices from £35.00 + VAT
24 hour tumaround
K&S Racing
18b Tower Road, St Leonards-on-Sea,
East Sussex, TN37 6JE

Phone: 01424 439 767
Fax: 01424 715096

oA — mEw ‘ Oakley Premier Dealer

01531 631700

www. racespec.co.uk

P e iy
: :
| AEoe |
T EBC |
I 1
1 e 1
I - MOT’S WHILE YOU WAIT 1
I - REPAIRS AND SERVICING s> |
I 1
1 ++ TYRES SUPPLIED AND FITTED ]
I + FULL WORKSHOP FACILITES - }

| = www.ajmotorcycles.uk.net

60 HIGH STREET BERKHAMSTED HERTS HP4 2BP
4 Tel: 01442 879099 Fax: 01442 879099 ¢

Tenerife Trail Holidays

Ride the Teide volcano - highest mountain in spain

C | 40 ki . Have fun mastering different
c olcanic surfaces

Airport pickup, insured
Honda XR250, guide 5 days.
Fully indlusive package available.
Return night rides for adventurous

novices and beginners by special request only.
Accommodation in newly-restored mountain village
cottages. Tenerife offers hundreds of off road km of forest and
open volcanic areas. Riders can be accompanied by families...

www.offonroadbikeholidays.com Tel:00346-27821000

DAVE COOPER

TRAILERS

BIKERACKS BIKERACKS.

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS

Car Racks £52.95 inc P&P - Van/Motorhome Racks £62.95 inc

P&P - 4x4 Racks £78.95 inc. P&P

Junior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc

Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you can still tow with the
bikerack in usel Made from 4mm British Steel tubing and mig

welded. Finished in protective enamel. Lightboards,

tie down straps also available.

G)

DELIVERY AVAILAELE

Spare Wheel £23,
Trale come i ndepsndenl
siiaecn Sinion loadhe ras,
Je-down loops, wheel i
mps, secu ocng faci rammy

aname| co\aurs NEW wall maur\t-

TRAILERS o braciets o hang yourtater
Single Bike on your garage wall - £15.00 p:

Double Bik

Treble Bike

Quad Traile!

INCLUDE VAT

DAVE COOPER
DEPT TB, UNIT 7, ERITH BUSINESS CENTRE, HIGH ST. ERITH KENT DA8 1RT
TEL 01322 359393 (DAY OR EVE) & 07860 702112 (MOBILE)

Now Getabliched
Sussen !poetmehtegele; -

Full Range of KTM models
including LC8 950 Adventure
Clothing, spares, X7
accessories & workshop.
Mail order service.

Easy access from the A23
with plenty of parking

8 Sheddingdean Business Centre
Burgess Hill, Sussex RH15 8QY

Tel 01444 871553
Fax 01444 871554

( FULL RANGE MOTO-X

ENDURO, SUPER MOTARD
& ROAD
AMA Sqaa'cmoss S. MX Ra:a Winner Grant La-gh:n
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BRITAIN'S TOP ENDURO
RIDER WRITES EXCLUSIVELY
FOR TBM...
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w ell, despite the fact that it’s
still only June, and with the
exception of a few remaining
Italian championship rounds and
the ISDE, 2003 is pretty much done
and dusted for me in terms of over-
seas races. Unfortunately though,
the last two rounds of the World
Enduro Championships didn’t go
exactly to plan, and as a result I've
ended up fourth in my first season
in the Over-500cc four-stroke class.

Just like last year, the final two
rounds of the WEC series clashed
with the Isle of Man TT week,
meaning that I again missed a lot
of what was going on back on the
Island. Thankfully, I was able to
get a couple of races under my belt
before I left though - one being the
beach race and the other the open-
ing round of the British Supermoto
Championship. The beach race was
a weird one this year because of the
death of David Jefferies only hours
earlier. Despite the masses of people
that always come and watch the
race, and the fact that I won, it just
felt really strange racing so soon
after hearing the sad news. What made it even
stranger was the fact that it was a year to the day
since I first really spoke to DJ, in a chip shop after
last year's beach race. There I was tucking into
a pie and chips when someone started shouting
‘you shouldn’t be eating that sh*t, Knighter,
you're supposed to be a professional.” Turning
around I saw DJ with a big bag of chips in his
hand laughing about the fact that we were both
having ‘high carbohydrate’ suppers.

Having won the beach race I decided that
I might as well give the supermoto race on the

Sunday a go.
Originally I'd not
planned on riding, as it
was only a week before
the penultimate round
of the WEC in Finland.
But as I'd enjoyed my
riding on the Thursday
I thought 'what the
hell', washed the bike,
changed the wheels,
and guessed on some
gearing. I'm glad I did
now because I earned
a few quid too!

The event was pretty
good for me as I won
the 450cc class and did
okay in the Open class
as well. Although I've
done some supermoto races before, I didn’t really
know what to expect and wasn't really prepared
for the race. Not compared with most of the rid-
ers anyway. The 450cc race was really good. After
the first qualifying race was red-flagged follow-
ing someone hitting me from behind going
around the first corner, I managed to go on and
win the re-start to get pole for the final. To cut a
long race short, I won by around eight seconds,
which surprised me. The Open class race was an
entirely different story though.

Only riding a 450 meant that no matter how
late I was on the brakes or how early I got on
the power I had no chance of keeping with the
likes of Ady Smith and Warren Steele down the
straights. Starting from third or fourth on the
grid I got fourth at the finish, which I was pretty
happy about considering my bike's relative lack
of power. What made me laugh was the fact that
a few of the riders were annoyed that I'd ridden
and taken points from them. Complaining that
[ wasn’t going to be riding the whole champi-
onship and that I shouldn’t be allowed to score
points, I now feel like dropping in on the champi-
onship again later this year, probably at the last
race of the season just to mix things up again!

After the Manx tarmac the Finnish sand took
a bit of getting used to, especially as the home
riders were just so fast. I might not be the world’s
fastest sand rider but I know that I'm pretty
quick in the soft stuff, but in Finland the Finns
pretty much took the mick out of everybody.
Having never raced in Jamsa before I now know
why so many riders arrived two weeks before the
race - it’s unlike any place on earth and easily one
of the toughest terrains to master. That, and the
fact that the tésts were so long it was like trying
to memorise the tight check at the Breckland,
made it a challenging but enjoyable weekend. As
well as the tests being long and tiring, the checks
were some of the best this year, with one of them

being full of bogs littered with rocks.

The only thing that wasn’t great was the course
marking. Finding myself riding around in circles
with Samuli Aro at one stage on day one, we
eventually picked up the course markings only
to find that we were in serious danger of losing
time. With no option but to revert back to super-
moto mode I came closer than ever before to los-
ing the front end at what felt like about 100mph.
With the 500 absolutely flat out I grabbed a little
too much front brake, which made the front-end
tuck under - almost sending me down the road
chin first. Never before have I been so glad to
have size 13 feet. Thankfully though I made the
check on time.

In terms of my result Finland wasn’t great but
it wasn't that bad either. Juha was on top of his
game as usual on day two having DNFed day
one. And Ahola and Cervantes were both also
riding really well. What was weird was how I
was able to catch and pass Mika on one cross-
country test in Italy, yet not be able to match
him for pace in Finland. Guess it just goes to
show the importance of a home race.

Sweden was another good event, although
there wasn’t anything especially difficult. The
course was very similar to a fresh Natterjack
course with only a little bit of sand. Unfortun-
ately at the one race of the season that I needed
to do well at I had more silly problems than at
all the other rounds put together. Something
which in no way helped my efforts to get third
in the championship.

With what I was told was a new mousse fitted
ready for day one, I struggled on Saturday with
what felt like puncture from the end of the first
lap onwards. Also having my silencer break inter-
nally and needing to swap my rear shock at the
end of the day it was a bit of a disaster really.
With a new mousse fitted for day two (as well
as a standard shock and a new silencer) my first
test of the day was three or four seconds faster
than it had been at the end of day one. Battling
with Cervantes and Bjorne Carlsson early on
something then broke in my forks, which didn’t
make things easy for me. By the time I'd changed
them, Mika had got back in front of me and, well,
that was that.

Am I disappointed? Of course! I'd have liked
to have finished within the top three because
my original aim was to try and win the champi-
onship. Although I ended up off the podium in
fourth I think Mika has only beaten me on a
handful of occasions this year. It’s just that when
he has he’s either been top three or won those
days. I've certainly enjoyed the year as the close
racing has kept all of us on our toes. It's been
close for me at the end of the last couple of
seasons but I've always come out on top. This
year I guess it just didn’t go my way. Like they
say you can’t win 'em all...
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STORY

hen I was at school it was drummed
Winto me that you should always be

open minded about things. ‘Don’t knock
it ‘til you've tried it’ was the phrase the teachers

bandied about. But, of course, if I spent all my
time trying out new things I'd never have enough

time to do the things I enjoy. And I barely have
enough time for those as it is. So I've build up
preconceptions about things and work out what
should be experienced, and what shouldn’t. And
for me, one of the latter was trials riding.

Now don’t get me wrong, I've always had a
huge amount of respect for the guys you see

94 TBEBM

Dougie Lampkin

'Day Experience

Fancy the chance of being taught how to
ride feet-up by the six-time World Trials
Champion, Dougie Lampkin?

TBINI checked out his new schools...

scaling vertical rock faces or clambering over

a 20 foot high packet of fags. But I've never
really thought, ‘T'd like to give that trials lark

a go’. Instead it’s been, ‘Hmm, looks a little too
sedate for my liking’. And so unlike the rest of
the TBM Wrecking Crew I'd resisted the urge to
try my hand at the feet-up game. Until, that was,
organisers Promoto invited us to the press launch
of the Dougie Lampkin Action Day Experience.
Designed to cater for the trials novice, the all
inclusive (bike, kit, insurance etc) one-day course
doesn’t promise to have you hopping over head-
height boulders by the end of the day, but it does

guarantee top class tuition from multi-world
champion Dougie Lampkin, or British Expert
Champion (Dougie’s cousin) James Lampkin.
And if you can’t get fired up after that then
you need to check your pulse.

Northern Rocks

As the saying goes, ‘it’s grim up North’, and
this particular day demonstrated perfectly how
that phrase came about. We arrived at the aptly
named village of Coniston Cold under ominous
skies. The ground was wet after the previous
night’s rain, and the heavens threatened. A vari-

ety of sections had been laid out around the
wonderful lake-side setting, utilising a steep
hill, two streams and some of the slipperiest
most treacherous logs I've ever seen.

The other riders (a motley crew of biking
journos, misfits and blaggards) had already
kitted up and were walking the day’s sections.
Promoter Jake Miller ushered us under the
awnings and set about digging out some trials
gear. Thankfully, there wasn’t even a hint of lycra.
Open-faced helmets, grippy trials gloves and the
obligatory trials boots (MX boots are apparently
a little too cumbersome), were all provided whilst
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we wore our own jerseys and pants simply
because we had them to hand.

By the time we’d got dressed, the rest of the
pupils were on the bikes (Montesa 315Rs) and
whizzing up the first section, a slippery grassy
hill-climb, under the watchful eye of Dougie and
his father, Martin. On Jake’s advice, I went for a
ride around to get acclimatised with the way the
bike felt. Si had prepared me for the alien riding
position, though frankly it felt just like my old
BMX bicycle - only with a motor.

Trying to shake the five hour van journey out
of my tired body, I approached the first section.
‘First gear, stay wide out to the tapes, get it
turned and feel your way up the hill” advised
Jake, not normally one of the instructors but a
decent trials rider nonetheless. And so up the
hill T went. The trials tyres gave an unbelievable
amount of grip on the slippery grass and it was
simply a matter of feeling whether the rear was
slipping - or gripping.

Moving on from the straight-forward hill
climb, I'joined the others on a more technical
section. This time we had to climb part way
96 TBM

Both TBM testers
cleaned the
‘plate” section..

llol’lgig Lampkin

Day Experience

up the hill, turn back down the hill, then negoti-
ate an off-camber turn back up. Once again the
section was to be tackled in first gear. Sure, the
motor was revving high on the way up, but not
using the gearbox meant that there was nothing
else to think about other than getting the bike
turned and negotiating the downhill. Staying
wide through all of the corners was, again, the
key. It gave far more space to get the bike turned,
requiring far less effort and balance. First gear
gave plenty of engine braking, and the brakes

|

Feeling-for grip on the
slippery grass...

kept the speed in check whilst negotiating the
descent. Dougie watched as we made the off-
camber turn, advising on the correct line, when
to get off the brakes and on the power, and gener-
ally observing our skill, or lack of!

Having been through the section once, Martin
Lampkin pulled me to one side. “Try to keep just
one finger on the levers, it'll give you far more
grip on the bars’, he explained. And so off I went
for another attempt. Although I wasn’t particular-
ly comfortable with this at first, it did seem a far
more effective way to ride and nowhere near as
strange as Dougie’s next piece of advice. As I
made my way around the off-camber turn he
suggested I ‘leave the clutch alone’. Now this
was weird. I was virtually stationary and was
supposed to let the clutch out entirely. But of
course, the bike didn't stall. Dougie knew it
wouldn’t, and you may have known that too.

But boy, did it feel odd. The motor refused to

die, and picked up as soon as I opened the throt-
tle for the climb. Again Martin had some advice
for me. “‘Move around on the bike a bit more,
really feel for the grip’. And the next time around
everything felt so much easier.

As if the stream ride we were to tackle next
wasn’t going to get us wet enough, the heavens
opened and it began to hose it down. The task
ahead of us was to jump across the stream at its
narrowest point, before turning back into it and
riding upstream and out. Martin Lampkin talked
us through how to ‘jump’ the gap, suggesting
that we should simply ‘float’ the front wheel
over the stream, rather than pulling a wheelie.
Apparently this is a common mistake to make
when starting out in trials, and often leads to
nothing more than hitting the sumpguard against
the obstacle and stopping dead. Martin went on
to explain exactly how to land correctly, as the
rear wheel would be taking quite a hit on the
bank, and to ensure we didn’t inadvertently
nail the throttle on landing.

One after another we ‘floated” our way over
the stream crossing, with the occasional hard
landing or excursion into the undergrowth. The
transition from bank to stream wasn't entirely
without incident, either. The initial drop was
followed by a climb over a ledge in the water.
Neither were very high, yet caused more than a
few steadying dabs as the bikes sumped out on
the ledge. Thankfully, instructors were ready to
grab any bikes (or riders) which took the plunge.
Each and every time we went through the section
we learnt a little more on the correct body posi-
tioning to tackle each obstacle, learning both
from the Lampkins and from our own mistakes.
There’s nothing like a boot-full of freezing water
to help concentrate the mind!

‘Floating’ the front wheel was also the key
to negotiating the logs which were laid at right
angles across the penultimate section. Already
slippery, the logs became even more slick as the
bikes covered them in wet mud, and as each
rider went through the conditions changed.

The ground grew slick, and Martin pointed out
that a change of line would prove beneficial, to
maintain the momentum once over the first log.
When he explained the reasoning for this is it was
immediately obvious, yet no-one had spotted it
before. The new approach definitely helped on
what was a deceptively tricky obstacle.

The fifth and final section consisted of a gentle
stream ride (complete with a couple of small rock
steps) before turning out up a two foot wooden
ledge. The biggest problem was attacking the
ledge straight on, as the space to turn was
limited. Despite clear instructions, we all failed
miserably and it was decided that we should first
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watch Dougie run
through, before trying
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INFORMATION

Weekends in It alv

Off road riding in |
Tuscany & Umbria

Phomne: 0039 0758522436

Mobile: 0039 3489291449
Email: lilysingerx@libero.it
www.umbria-enduro.it

72101949 850530 Gnytime)

his mount full throttle at the fence in front
of him. Thankfully, both bike and rider
survived this momentary lapse of reason,
but he certainly didn’t live it down!

Posh Nesh

Having finished splashing about in the
water, we sat down under the awnings
to enjoy the superb barbecue that'd been
prepared for us. Let’s face it, you won't

PENNINE TRAIL
CURS IN CHESHIRE
& DERBYSHIRE

2003 HONDA XR400's FOR HIRE

Day? Well, obvious-
ly I learnt some of
the basics of trials

be attending the school because of the technique. I can also OR BRING YOUR OWN BIKE M Z3DEXC S St SOERT Yamaha WR 450 F 03
cuisine, but suffice to say it was top-notch see how quite a few

nosh, and there was plenty to go around. of the skills can be L L T i

Having stuffed our faces, it was all the applied to other dis- RIVERS - ROCKS - MUD - IT'S ALL HERE

instructors could do to coax us from our ciplines. It certainly w.overlandertrailtours.co.uk

seats, let alone onto the bikes and up a hill. helps hone your *

And now it was time for a little healthy sense of balance and

competition. Back through the sections also helps with both

we’d just ridden, though this time it was body positioning

a best-out-of-three trial. No-one was tak- and searching for

ing this particularly seriously, especially

as the conditions were becoming slicker by
the minute, but the Lampkins still dished
out plenty of advice on both line and
technique. Whenever anyone took a

dab, they’d ride back ‘round to the start

of the section to give it another go. Third
attempts were met with much oohing and aahing,
jovially increasing the pressure on the rider to
clean the section (eh, 5i?).

As we reached the final section, it was obvious
that Team TBM weren’t going to be taking home
the bubbly. Despite not being able to read the
scores on his sodden notepad, Jake had already
worked out who was in line for the win and it
certainly wasn't us. Retreating back to the cover
of the awnings, we stood and watched open
mouthed as Dougie hopped, jumped and wheel-
ied around, leaping over fences and showing the
kind of skill which makes you a multi-time world
champion. Having changed out of our sopping
wet kit, we sat down for the prize presentation,

grip. But most of all
I learnt that despite
my preconceptions,
I actually enjoyed

riding trials. It's a

completely different
buzz to riding l

“OFF ROAD TRAIL RIDING PACKAGES IN
THE SUNNY SIERRAS OF SOUTHERN SPAIN

Tailor made packages for everyone.
Hotel, Flights and all gear included.
Mini Breaks or Weekends.

DEMO’S AVAILABLE

TELEPHONE
01474 532 967

128 C/D MILTON ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT DAI2 2PG
www.kentscooters.co.uk

enduros, there’s far less of an adrenaline rush,

more the determination to achieve something

you initially might have thought impossible.
Or in my case, improbable...

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tel: UK 01282 425424 ¢ Spain +34952030179
www.trailblazers-spain.com

ALFIE Gg

ADVENTURE 0

Dougie Lampkin Action Day Experiences
will be running throughout the summer (July,
August, September). The intention is to have
a central base in the Midlands at Donington
Park, with courses also held in the south and

W L[]/

FOR SUPERMOTO USE
Complete Front and Rear Wheels
with Excel or Morad rims in gold, black or silver

320mm Oversize Front Discs
avaiable in round and wavy designs

. O.E.M. Caliper Brackets
4 Piston Billett Calipers

north of the country. You can sign up for either
a ‘gold’ or a ‘silver’ day, tutored by Dougie or
James Lampkin respectively. Going for gold
will cost you £199.95, whilst the silver days

h devith it Front & Rear Sprockets TOUR DATES:
Wi TeeHeeRcT Rt aRiiagIERasE are £149.95. For mote information, or to book in various sizes to change gearing for Supermoto use MaysST st July 10th-18th, August 7th-15th
Style cetiificate of feinachicyements; a place, tdephﬂﬂi’ 0161 763 6660. TALON ENGINEERING LTD For more information contact ALFIE or HAZEL Cox:

So what did I learn from my time at the ‘Action
o8 TBM

Telephone (01935) 471508 Email sales@talon-eng.co.uk

- s -mail: alfie1@pixie.co.. : +27-31- : +27-31-
44 Lynx Trading Estate Yeovil Somerset BA20 2NZ e-mail: alfie1@pixie.co.za e Tel: +27-31-7821779 » Fax: +27-31-7823559

o Alfie Mobile: +27-823760260 ° web: www.alfiecox.co.za
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Service / Preparation / Delivery
to events for Enduro bikes -

Just turn up and ride!!

Contact Christian Vaughan 01 531 631 700
Tel. 07785 336 608 mobile e
01252 320 590 fax WWW. racespec.co.uk

CHAMPION
MOTORCYCLES

NEW PREMISES SAME QUALITY SERVICE
BIKES FOR SALE
SEROW FROM £1,695
KDX 200SR FROM £1,595
CRM 250 FROM £1,595
SPARES IN STOCK
LARGE QUANTITY OF TYRES AND TUBES
FATTY BAR KITS FROM £69.95
BRAKE PADS FROM £10.50
BARK BUSTERS FROM £17.50
CLOTHING, HELMETS & BOOTS IN STOCK
BIKES WANTED, GOOD, BAD OR UGLY

= EER .
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LLANDOVERY

Our remote sheep farm (Best B&B in Wales ‘97)
has 20 comfortable rooms (15 ensuite).
Blazing log fires, underfloor heating, self service bar,
parking, workshop, pressure washer, drying rooms
& tons of really great homemade food make this a
popular venue for trail riders.We have all the trails
marked on master maps & offer guiding
(05 Map 160, SN 808 429)
For a brochure call Nick Bointon.
Tel. 01550 750 274 Fax: 01550 750 300
Email: nick @ cambrianway.com
WWW. it y .com

Tel: 01803 762 782 Moh: 07775 624008
www.championmotorcycles.co.uk
ViZl=dv ol =

NORWEST TRAILS
TEL & FAX: 01599 577314

Test your off road riding skills to the
limit on our exclusive Scottish highland
mountain trails, or just enjoy a laid back
ride in the most stunning scenery the UK has to offer.

FULL PACKAGE INCLUDES:

© 2 DAYS GUIDED TRAIL RIDING,

* 3 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION

¢ BIKE HIRE, MEALS, FUEL ETC.

DETAILS CALL 01599 577 314
gordon@norwestirails.co.uk

XR650 Electric Start Kits ready soon
Mikuni Performance Carburettor Kits
for XR250, XR400 and XR650 (adds up to 3 BHP)

Digital Performance Ignitions
for your XR (Adds up to 3 BHP and programmable)

Aloop Seat and Tank Kit
for XR400 and XR250 (in stock)

Big Bore kits for XR250, XR400 and XR650
Magura Hydraulic Clutch Conversions
Supermoto your XR (call us) Phone 0161 406 8856
Email: sales@xrstuff.co.uk Web: www.xrstuff.co.uk

INTERNATIONAL

SOUTH WALES

YAMAHA SPECIALISTS
% 2003 Yamaha YZ450F £4750 * 2003 Yamaha YZI50 LC £3599
7 2003 Yamaha WR250 £4299 % 2003 Yamaha DTRI25 LC £2399

* 2003 Yamaha WRA50F £5300
el kB 4199 2003 Yamaha TZRSO CHECCA  £1999
* 2003 Yamaha WR250F £5200 % 2003 Yamaha DTS0 Super Motard £1499

* 2003 KTM 250 EXC.....£3999 * 2003 KTM 200 EXC......£3899
* 2003 KTM 125 EXC........£3699 *
% 2003 HONDA CRF450.... £4650 *
% % 2003 SUZUKI LTZ400 THE ULTIMATE QUAD ... £4699 * *
Contact us for your bike & bike finance needs
02920 891190 Ask for Mel FAX: 02920 892852 MOBILE: 07967 304949

Email: mel.williams @finditfindit.com
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www.motomerlin.co.uk
GAS GAS UK + BETA UK DEALER
HONDA XR 400R / XR600R.....cciiaininiecanenaaanand] NEW FROM £3599
HONDA XR 650R NEW FROM £3999
SUZUKI DRZ 250 K3 NEW £3999
YAMAHATT 600R FROM £3799
YAMAHA WR 450F FROM £5150
YAMAHA XT 600E NEW £3299
YAMAHATT 250R . NEW £3699
GASGAS EC 400 / 450 2003 ....cceieiiiiicnienarecacsnenanacsncenss FROM £CALL
GASGAS PAMPERA 2003 NEW £CALL
GASGAS ENDURO 2003 EC 125/ 250/ 300 ... FROM £CALL
GASGAS 250/ 400 sU oTO FROM £CALL
KTM 640 SM, HUSKY SM 610..ciiiniiiiiiniacnanens, -..NEW £NICE
NEW YAMAHA TT600RE ELECTRIC START ....
NEW BETA ALP4 350cc TRAIL OR SUPERMOTO .
GASGAS, BETA, SHERCO & MONTESA TRIALS ‘0.
SUPERMOTO WHEELS + BRAKES SUPPLIED

¥® PHONE or CHECK WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS  jmssses
= NEW BIKES E&OE YA
MERLIN MOTORCYCLES FREE CATALOGUE PHONE/FAX: 01403 257 626

Rederns 7

For the Best and Cl t tion of Jap Imports in the UK
XT225Serow NEW  £3450 XT225 Serow  2001X £2895
DR200SE Djebel 1993 £1350 11250 1993K £2250
XR250 e/s 1997 £2350 XLR250 1993K £1650
DR250 dohc 1995M £1950 KLX250 e/s 19941 £1895
XT225 Serow  1995M £2100 XT225 Serow  1993K £1950
TT250 Raid 1995M £2250 XT225 Serow  1992) £1800
XT225 Serow  1990G £1650 Sherpa 250 1997P £1995
XT225 Serow  1999S £2750 XT225 Serow  1994L £1700

Over 40 Trail bikes in stock. Please ring for details and prices
Machines obtained to order. Full spares backup.
Mention this advertisement & receive 5% discount on spares.
Riders Yeovil Ltd, 26 Oxford Road, Pen Mill Trading Estate, Yeovil

Tel: 01935 421681,/420508 Fax: 01935 477154

ma torcycles

Cornwall

DEALER FOR THE SOUTH WEST
All 2003 GAS GAS MODELS IN STOCK NOW,
INCLUDING THE FSE4A50 TRAIL BIKE
 Lower than Enduro V. with fuel injection & electric start, unbeatahle suspension *
The ultimate Trail Bike
> Full workshop facilities available * Next day delivery *
* Rl credit cards welcomed > Finance available *

* Massive off road parts & clothing range to cater for all your off road needs *
Tretoil Works, Tretoil, Bodmin, Gornwall PL30 5BA
Tel/Fax: 01208 831714
Www.snrmotorcycles.com

KTM 200 EXC(GS), 2000 model, full FMF system,
steering damper, Pro Tapers, spare wheels/tyres,
spares, trailer, emigration forces sale, bargain at
£3000. Tel 07860 214406 (Herts)

KTM 400EXC, 2002, T&T, less than 15 hours use,
sump /handguards, clutch master cylinder protec-
tor, QD front spindle, ¢/w original enduro/road
kit, better than new, lack of use forces sale, first to
see will buy, £3995..Tel Jake on (mobile) 07787
564563 or 0161 763 6660 (Lancs)

Suzuki RM465, 1982, just had complete nut and
bolt rebuild inc engine, vge, £850 ono. Tel 07980
950528 (Staffs)

Honda XR600RV, 1997, 2600km, MoT, new wheel
bearings and oil/air filters, spares, make great super-
moto, lovely bike, £2250 ono. Tel 01225 359497 (Wilts)
Honda XR250R, 1988, MoT, sump/handguards,
Renthals, new c+s, ideal green laner, £950 ono. Tel
Paul on (mobile) 07802 182047 or 01772 311956
(Lancs)

Yamaha XT250, 1981, T&T, recent service, new rear
shock, vge, £650. Tel (mobile) 07879 605852 or 01525
751538 (Beds)

Honda XR280R, 2000, W-reg, good tyres, new c+s,
clean and reliable, £2500. Tel 07973 409447 (N Yorks)
Gas Gas EC400FSE, elec start, taxed, owned from
new, very little use, exc cond, £3850 ono no time
wasters. Tel 07947 005183 (S Yorks)

BMW R80GS, 1984, fBMWsh, orange, stainless
exhaust, panniers, screen, heated grips, new front
wheel/battery /fork stanchions, can email pics. Tel
01433 620035 (Derbys)

BMW R80ST converted to GS, T&T, stainless
exhaust, engine bars, new Continental tyres, spares,
two seats, £1650 ono. Tel 02380 812730 (Hants)
Honda CRM250 mkIII, T&T, 10000km, full DEP
exhaust, handguards, bashplate, Renthals, many
new parts, first class cond, £2600. Tel 0115 913 5757
(Notts)

Honda XR400R, 2002, 1300km, owned from new,
mature owner, exc cond, £3350 no offers. Tel 01495
792769 (Gwent)

Suzuki TS50, 1999, MoT, 9000 miles, two owners,
good cond, runs well, £675 ono. Tel 01908 234850
(Bucks)

Suzuki DR350, MoT, 28000 miles, alarm, recent
£500 service, exc cond, offers around £1650 no time
wasters. Tel 01752 837616 (Devon)

Husaberg FE400E, 2002, road reg’d, taxed, brush-
guards, exc cond, for sale due to lack of use, £3600.
Tel 01749 343488 (Somerset)

Honda XR250 Baja, 1996, red, elec start, T&T, 15000
miles, exc cond, £2000. Also have riding kit. Tel
07766 501461 (Stirling)

Honda Africa Twin 750, 2000, X-reg, 8000 miles,
taxed, serviced, top box, centre stand, tall screen,
Renegade exhaust, crash bars, £3200 ono. Tel 01436
670449 (Argyll)

Gas Gas EC400FSE, 2002, hand/sumpguards, good
tyres, getting married so cash needed, £3800 ono.
Tel 07971 661752 (Staffs)

Honda XR400R, 2001, 3000km, Renthals, new
disc/pads/Renthal c+s, exc cond, injury forces
reluctant sale, £3100. Tel (mobile) 07786 748454 or
01491 614328 (Oxon)

Honda CRM250 mkII, 1992, T&T, owned four
years, well maintained with receipts to prove, spare
road tyres, exc original cond, £1625. Tel 01384
296550 (W Mids)

KTM 525EXC, 1500 miles, green lane use only,
never raced, like new, £4700 ovno. Tel (after
6:30pm) 01902 402719 (W Mids)

KTM 200EXC(GS), 2002, less than 500 miles, lots of
extras, as new, £3350. Tel 01189 404921 (Berks)
KTM 300EGS,

1994, Ttalian import, T&T, lady owner, little use,
rare bike in exc cond, £1695 ovno. Tel (mobile)
07952 935665 or 020 8385 0514 (Cambs)

Honda XR250R, 1999, T&T, 11500km, good tyres,
regularly serviced, reliable, ready after June 16,
£2000. Tel 07816 163783 (Warks)

KTM 200EXC, 2003 model, new c+s, FMF system
and graphics, exc cond, £3500 no offers. Tel
(mobile) 07884 496370 or 0191 523 5058
(Sunderland)

Kawasaki KDX200, 1990, spare wheel and trials
tyre, great enduro bike, good cond, all clothing to
match, £995 ono. Tel 01255 476147 (Essex)

KTM 200EXC, 2001, vgc, £2600 ono. Tel (mobile)
0961 377229 or 0121 753 0708 (Midlands)

Honda TLR200 Reflex, 1995, T&T, very light trials
use only, exc cond, £1600 ono. Tel (after 6pm) 01235
202778 (Oxon)

Honda CRM250 AR, S-reg, taxed, full DEP system,
Mugen kit, many extras, first to see will buy, £2650.
Tel 0191 456 4696 (Tyne & Wear)

Yamaha WR400F, 2000, X-reg, new tyres/c+s, total-
ly standard, regularly maintained, nice bike, £2900
ono. Tel 01543 450904 (Staffs)

Aprilia Tuareg 125, 1990, elec start, T&T, new
chain, great looking bike, tidy, fun, exc for learner,
£900 ono. Tel 02476 542632 (Warks)

Yamaha PW50, kids bike, ideal entry into off-road,
rider outgrown, £400 ono. Tel 07980 721513 (Devon)
Honda XR400R, 2003 model, hardly used, Acerbis,
only 300km, £2800. Tel 01256 816073 (Hants)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, road reg’d, taxed, CRD exhaust
system, bashplate, Renthals, handguards, £3100
ono. Also Kawasaki KLR650, V-reg, UK bike, T&T,
pipe, K&N, Dynojet, heated grips, mint cond,
£2800. Tel (mobile) 07931 306174 or 01482 449886 (E
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Yorks)

Gas Gas EC250, 2001 model, X-reg, taxed, new
c+s/rear tyre, all receipts/paperwork, mature
owner from new, vgc, £2350 ono. Tel 01433 630909
(Derbys)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000 model, 3800 miles, some
spares and extras, good cond, £2800. Tel 07974
351016 (Herts)

KTM 450EXC, 2003, three hours use, sump/brush-
guards, genuine sale, first to see will buy, £4700
ovno. Tel 01371 810183 (Essex)

Yamaha WR250Z, 2000, road reg’d, one lady owner,
some spares, exc cond, £2350. Tel (mobile) 07931
552247 or 01403 864919 (W Sussex)

Armstrong MT500, ex-MoD, 95 percent complete,
missing carb/footpegs, loads of spares — some still
in manufacturers packaging, £1000 ono. Tel 01793
642632 (Wilts)

KTM 300EXC, 2003 model, accident damage, requires
front-end rebuild, injury forces sale, £2200. Tel Ian on
(mobile) 07763 361845 or 01455 844951 (Leics)

Honda XR400R, 2001, Y-reg, spare Talon wheels,
spare on-/off-road tyres, new van forces very reluc-
tant sale, £3000 ono. Tel 01865 321002 (Oxon)
Honda XL600M, 1986, Paris-Dakar, T&T, elec start,
gold tubeless wheels, gold swingarm etc, some
spares, vge, £950 must sell. Tel 01926 817183
(Warks)

Kawasaki KE125, X-reg, 3600 miles, MoT, tidy orig-
inal cond, very nice classic, £450 ono. Tel 01527
524997 (Worcs)

Husaberg FE400E, 2001, Y-reg, light use, reliable,
some spares, exc cond, £3250 ono. Tel (mobile)
07775 788008 or 01298 872847 (Derbys)

Yamaha YZ250, 1990, road reg’d, new plastics,
some spares, good clean bike, £1000. Tel 01980
655036 (Wilts)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2003, elec start, taxed, new
Michelins, £3500 ono. Tel 01782 642235 (Staffs)
Honda XR250 Baja, 2002, elec start, twin head-
lights, exc trail bike, beautiful example, great value
at £2950 ovno. Tel 01926 817183 (Warks)

Honda XR400R, 2001, 2200km, light green lane and
road use only, as new, first to see will buy, £3200.
Tel 02380 404577 (Hants)

VOR 400E, 2002, taxed, light green lane use, dealer
serviced, call for more details. Tel Ian (days) on
01625 525430 (Cheshire)

CCM 604, 2000, W-reg, 2000 miles, dry use only,
£3750. Tel 020 8889 1745 (London)

Suzuki PE250X, 1982, MoT, fully rebuilt, £400+ on
motor alone, still running in, receipts, new project
means must sell, £975 ono. Tel 01279 302468 (Essex)
Yamaha XT600Z Tenere, 1987, MoT, vgc, £1250 ono.
Tel 01535 637703 (W Yorks)

Yamaha DT200WR, 1992, J-reg, road legal, USD
forks, performance exhaust system, discs front and
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rear, exc cond, £1395 ono. Tel 01241 434166
(Tayside)

Yamaha TY250 trials, immaculate cond, swap or
p/x for 250 MX mono-shock, or £690 cash. Tel
(mobile) 07870 548689 or 0141 777 7539 (Glasgow)
KTM 200EXC, 2000 model, road reg’d, very little
use, exc cond, £2500. Tel Simon on (mobile) 07966
429318 or 01885 491131 (Hereford)

Honda XL125, C-reg, T&T, new tyres, lots of spares,
good cond, £400 ono. Tel 01525 873802 (Beds)
Suzuki DR250, elec start, T&T, new pads, good
c+s/tyres, buyer can rest ride, £1600 ono. Tel 01824
750659 (N Wales)

Suzuki DR250S, 1990, 15500km, T&T, new
pads/c+s/cables, sun bleached plastics but tidy,
£1200. Tel (after 5:30pm) 01295 258681 (Oxon)
Suzuki DR350, 1990, T&T, Acerbis tank, new c+s,
broken kickstart shaft hence, £550 ono. Tel 07775
853909 (Gloucs)

Yamaha TTR250, 2002 model, 5500km, vgc, £2900
ono. Tel (mobile) 07960 42523 or 01527 456095
(Worcs)

Honda XL600LME, dual start, T&T, recent service,
new tyres/c+s, original, exc cond, £1200 ovno. Tel
07761 360288 (Staffs)

Cagiva W12 350, 1994, L-reg, elec start, T&T, recent-
ly serviced, EMF exhaust, good cond, £1850 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07950 920902 or (eves) 020 8894 4198
(Middx)

KTM 250EXC, 2001, W-reg, unused toy, some
spares, exc cond, must be seen, £2595. Tel 07870
219203 (Hereford)

Suzuki DR-Z4008S, blue, low miles, fsh, all original,
light use only, careful owner, £2950 ovno. Tel 01732
763700 (Kent)

Kawasaki KLX300RA7, 2002, road reg’d, taxed,
frame /handguards, Renthals, uprated suspension,
£2950. Tel 01363 776109 (Devon)

Yamaha WR400F, 2000 model, T&T, Werx graphics,
chrome can, many new parts inc tyres/c+s, well
maintained, £2700. Tel 0114 248 4158 (Yorks)
Honda XR400R, 2001, 2000km, handguards, never
raced, unused last four months, exc cond, inc some
kit, £3000 no offers. Tel 01723 363375 (N Yorks)
KTM 200EXC, 2003, road reg’d, taxed, Renthals,
hydraulic clutch, new c+s, good tyres etc, very
clean, £3450 ono. Tel 01634 253767 (Kent)
Kawasaki KLR250, D-reg, T&T, light green lane use
only, clean and tidy bike that runs well, £875. Tel
(mobile) 07802 231245 or 01489 787415 (Hants)
Beta Techno 250, 1997/98, new tyre/c+s/wheel
bearings/side stand/clutch, hardly used, main-
tained regardless of cost, £1185 ovno. Tel (mobile)
07817 764167 or 01933 358701 (Northants)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000, 2200 miles, CRD bash-
plate, barkbusters, c/w brand new unfitted DEP
exhaust, green lane use only, exc cond, £2795 ono.

Tel 01189 861810 (Berks)

Honda CRF450R, 2002, road reg’d, taxed, CRD
frame/sumpguards, immaculate cond, £3695 or
p/x 250/300 with cash adjustment. Tel (mobile)
07710 204956 or 0161 4276427 (Cheshire)

Suzuki DR250, 1995, M-reg, elec start, T&T, 16000
miles, new tyres, handguards, green lane use, good
cond, £1850. Tel (mobile) 07739 000543 or 01795
539012 (Kent)

Husaberg FE400E, 2003, road reg’d, taxed,
absolutely mint cond, £4000. Tel (mobile) 07970
220831 or 01772 431629 (Lancs)

CCM 604E DS,

2001, Y-reg, 2800 miles, fsh, WP suspension,
Fatbars, brushguards, green lane use, clean cond,
£3150. Tel (mobile) 07740 620662 or 01772 673239
(Lancs)

Montesa 250 trials bike, road reg’d, good runner,
offers. Tel 01747 861395 (Wilts)

Gas Gas EC400FSE, 2002 model, elec start, one
owner, very little use, exc cond, £3500 ono. Tel
07947 005183 (Yorks)

Honda XR250R, 2001, red, taxed, Renthals, K&N,
ally sumpguard, barkbusters, well maintained,
immaculate cond, some spares available, £2750. Tel
01305 852933 (Dorset)

Suzuki DR250S, 1996, blue/white, MoT, new
c+s/brake pads, factory manual, good cond, £875
ono. Tel 0115 930 2616 (Derbys)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, Y-reg, road legal, hardly used,
green lane use only, vgc, house purchase forces
sale, £3195 can email pics. Tel 01252 624591 (Hants)
KTM Adventure R,

W-reg, taxed, £2950 or may p/x cheaper enduro
bike. Tel (days) 01823 365917 or (eves) 01823 286351
(Somerset)

Husqvarna WR250, 1992 reg’d, rebuilt engine/sus-
pension etc, new o-ring chain/graphics, ready for
enduro, £995. Tel 01829 730614 (Cheshire)

Honda CRM250 mklI, 1989, T&T, £1150 ono. Tel
01983 521517 (IoW)

Husqvarna TE610E, 2000, elec start, 4600km,
disc/handguards, new c+s, polished rims, road use
only, vgc, £2850 ono. Tel 01344 485074 (Berks)
Yamaha XT550, Y-reg, Italian import, black, 18000
miles, manual, just serviced, great bike, exc cond,
£795 ono. Tel 07956 897641 (Kent)

Honda 250 four stroke engine in enduro frame,
MX suspension, MoT, big fun, £550 ovno. Tel Greg
on (mobile) 07976 561825 or (after 6pm) 01483
773766 (Surrey)

Suzuki DR400S, X-reg, T&T, new shocks, good
starter /runnet, original cond, £625 ovno. Tel Greg
on (mobile) 07976 561825 or (after 6pm) 01483
773766 (Surrey)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2000, yellow, 2900 miles,
Renthals, Acerbis handguards, new Michelins,

£2950 ono. Tel 07879 446030 (Essex)

Honda XR250R, 1996, new generation model, T&T,
trail use only, exc cond, £2100 ono. Tel 07803 812940
(Devon)

KTM Rallye, 1997, silver/orange, lots of spares,
road book reader, IMO computer, baby forces sale,
£3200 ono. Tel (mobile) 07946 587661 or 01784
253765 (London)

Suzuki DR-Z400SY, 2002, blue /white, only 700
miles, elec start, taxed, fsh, as new cond with
extras, £3700 ovno. Tel 07766 095338 (Derbys)
KTM 640 Adventure, 1999, only 1500 miles, rack,
panniers, injury forces sale, £3250 ono. Tel 07712
834583 (Bucks)

Yamaha XT350, 1991, T&T, new rear tyre/c+s,
Renthals, brushguards, exc cond, £1300. el 01509
880090 (Leics)

Honda CRF450R, 2003, black, road reg’d, taxed,
lights, Renthals, Pro Circuit exhaust, original tyres,
loads of extras, used twice, forced sale, £4995. Tel
01604 705034 (Northants)

Honda XR440R, very trick, Ohlins, Marzocchis, 440
kit and full White Bros exhaust, Talons, new plas-
tics, black frame, reliable, £2400. Tel Joe (eves) on
01689 848921 (Surrey)

Kawasaki KLR250, 1986, C-reg, T&T, only 5000
miles with MoTs to prove, trail use only, £775 ono
or may p/x larger bike or project. Tel 01733 324662
(Cambs)

Sherco 250 trials bike, 2003, as new, £2600. Tel
01242 697494 (Gloucs)

Suzuki DR-Z400SY, 2002, UK bike, 3500 miles,
warranty until March 2004, well maintained, trail
trim, original parts inc, £2950. Tel 01246 297166
(Derbys)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1998, T&T, new
Michelins/c+s/mousses, Renthals, spare

clutch /brake cables, well maintained, much loved
trailie, £2100. Tel 020 8873 1757 (Surrey)
Husqvarna WRE125, 2000, 2500km, T&T, derestrict-
ed, Renthals, new Trailwings, mainly road use, sore
bum forces sale, £1750. Tel 07967 654272 (Herts)
Honda XR650R, 2002, 1500km, full FMF system,
CRD bashplate, new tyres, showroom cond, must
be seen to be appreciated, £3200. Tel 01642 511804
(Cleveland)

Yamaha YZ250, 1998, fun use, £500 recently spent,
very clean and tidy, bike speaks for itself. Tel 0191
386 1455 (Durham)

Yamaha YZ426F, 2002, full Boost graphics, gripper
seat, Tag bars, hand /frameguards, titanium head-
er/polished can, well maintained, £3495. Tel 07739
805818 (Cheshire)

Honda XRV750 Africa Twin, 1997, Scottoiler, reluc-
tant sale, £2200. Tel (mobile) 07786 332203 or 01623
846813 (Notts)

Yamaha WR250 2B, 1991, road legal with proper
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lights, extensive engine/chassis/fork rebuild, new
o-ring c+s, £1095. Tel 01754 820965 (Lincs)

Honda XR400R, 2000, taxed, braided hose, brush-
guards, £2400. Tel 01400 230205 (Lincs)

Suzuki DR350S, 1998, T&T, 6900 miles,
frame/disc/forkguards, light trail use, vgc, genuine
reason for sale, £2100. Tel 01473 830700 (Suffolk)
Honda XR400R, 2000, V-reg, red, T&T, low miles,
hi-rise Renthals, bashplate, hardly used, good run-
ner, exc cond, £2600. Tel 01628 829477 (Berks)
Suzuki DR350, enduro model, 1992, white, MoT,
new rings/big end/mains/brakes/c+s, rebuilt rear
shock, tidy bike, £1495. Tel 01926 632880 (Warks)
KTM 200EXC, 2000, new pads/c+s/rear tyre,
Doma race system, barkbusters, well maintained,
exc cond, £2750 ono. Tel 01409 241573 (Devon)
Honda CRM250 mkIII, Renthals, brushguards,
FMF gold exhaust, rear rack, exc cond, absolute
bargain, £1725 ono. Tel (mobile) 07624 491155 or
01624 853446 (IoM)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, X-reg, 2500 miles, £400 worth of
off-road extras, all original items boxed, little use,
mint bike, £3100. Tel 07815 498504 (Derbys)
Yamaha DT100, 1978, 13000 miles, well maintained,
road use only, nice low trail bike, £400. Tel 01473
830700 (Suffolk)

Wanted Honda CRM250 mKIII, prefer 1996 /97,
must be a good one, fair price paid. Tel Richard on
(mobile) 07900 206634 or 01438 869407 (Hants)
Wanted 1985 KTM 250 MX engine/exhaust, plas-
tics etc, good price paid but no silly money. Tel Ian
on 01908 504424 (Bucks)

Wanted DR-Z400E, must be elec start and road
reg’d, approx 2000 model, swap or p/x for BMW
318i, 1991, H-reg, MoT, mint cond for year, cash
either way. Tel (mobile) 07979 962679 or 01686
420549 (Powys)

Wanted Honda XR250/400, 1998 onwards, must be
in exc cond, pay up to £2500. Tel 07855 216530
(Derbys)

Wanted supermoto wheels to fit DR-Z400, prefer
with tyres, money waiting for right set, will collect.
Tel Trev on 07769 516510 (W Mids)

Wanted Yamaha TY175 trial bike, required urgent-
ly. Tel 01829 781605 (Cheshire)

Wanted Transalp wheels,

for 1985-86 model, must be in good cond. Also
wanted centre stand and lower seat. Tel 01754
767453 (Lincs)

Wanted Kawasaki KLX250 twin-shock enduro,
prefer in running order, anything considered. Tel
0161 881 8300 (Lancs)

Wanted full trail wheel kit and performance parts
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for 2001 CCM 604E supermoto, cash waiting. Tel
01942 879585 (Manchester)

Wanted 2-Trax paddock stand, new or s/h, or info
on where to get one. Tel (mobile) 07812 373498 or
020 8850 4622 (Kent)

Wanted dirt bike, any cond, in exchange for
Roland desktop signmaker, model CM-24 camm-1,
¢/w vinyls/boards/instructions, can do bike
decals. Tel 01495 792769 (Gwent)

Wanted Yamaha TTR250 Raid, dual start model.
Tel 01953 883735 (Norfolk)

Wanted Yamaha DT175 MX standard exhaust.
Also sales brochures for Yamaha DT/IT series. Tel
Martyn on 07979 921980 (Leics)

Wanted Honda XR400R frame, rear shock, tank, oil
cooler, exhaust system, or rolling chassis for project,
any age/cond. Tel 01926 817183 (Warks)

Wanted Kawasaki KMX200 parts, fuel tap, pair of
wheels, clutch cover, exhaust system, tyres, might
consider complete bike. Tel 07860 568149 (Hereford)
Wanted CDI unit for Honda CRM mKII, no jokers,
must work. Tel 01535 647997 (W Yorks)

Wanted Suzuki DR370 enduro, sister bike to the
SP370, approx 1977-80 era, or any info on this
model please. Tel 01506 834503 (W Lothian)
Wanted KTM 200EXC, 2003 model, swap for 2002
Yamaha WR426F. Tel 01931 714393 (Cumbria)
Wanted non-standard/large plastic tank to fit 1985
XT600. Tel 07796 365630 (Warks)

Wanted for Honda Dominator 1992-94, workshop
manual, sidestand, stainless exhausts, clutch cover.
Tel (mobile) 07712 512107 or 0141 564 1726
(Glasgow)

Wanted for 2001 YZ250, enduro silencer and large
fuel tank. Tel 0151 625 2119 (Wirral)

==

TBM back issues, all the way back to issue four.
Also four years worth of TRF’s Trail mag, emigra-
tion forces sale. Tel 07860 214406 (Herts)

Talon wheels to fit 2002 KTM 400EXC, black rims,
nickel hubs, £450. Tel Jake on (mobile) 07787 564563
or 0161 763 6660 (Lancs)

Honda CRM mKII spares, rad scoops, sidepanels,
headlamp surround, front pipe, rear foot pegs, indi-
cators, rally levers. Tel John on (work) 01332 632689
(Derbys)

Yamaha XT350 complete bike partially disman-
tled, all parts plus extras, sell complete or may
break. Tel (mobile) 07890 713002 or 01404 47652
(Devon)

XR600R large plastic tank, good cond, £90. Tel
(mobile) 07884 163765 or 01432 341791 (Hereford)
KTM 13L tank, fits LC4 640 1998-02, with sidepan-
els, as new, £85. Also new XT600E clutch cover, £75.

Tel 01634 251707 (Kent)

Supermoto wheels to fit WR/YZ, gold Talons,
black rims, new Braking wave disc, stainless
spokes, tyres, c+s, mint cond, £650. Tel (mobile)
07970 531001 or 0151 639 0999 (Wirral)

Acerbis plastic tank for DR650SE, c/w fittings,
cost £185, sell for £90 or trade for rear wheel /hub
or rack for DR650SE. Tel 0118 962 9307 (Berkshire)
Honda CRM-AR DEP front pipe, metal finish,
good cond, £120. Tel 01279 834957 (Essex)

WP 50mm Extreme forks and yokes, fitted with
Aprilia 17" wheel and disc, £300 ono. Tel 01522
567365 (Lincs)

Yamaha TTR250 CRD stainless silencer, CRD
bashplate, Twinair air filter, £150 the lot. Tel 01229
889149 (Cumbria)

Supermoto wheels for KTM 450/525, new gold
Talons/black Excels, gold sprocket, wave discs,
used twice, immaculate cond. Tel (mobile) 07771
733927 or 01920 693228 (Cardiff)

Dave Cooper single-bike trailer, c/w ramp and
light board, little use, needs paint, £100. Tel
(mobile) 07802 216098 or 020 8947 2243 (London)
XR400R wheels, with sprocket, £285 ono. Also
XR400R sump /handguards, levers, air filter, gear
lever, £75 ono the lot. Tel (mobile) 07775 820092 or
020 8660 2971 (Surrey)

Honda CRM RSV tailpipe, £20. DR350 original
silencer, £20. Will post. Tel (mobile) 07761285263 or
01422 824623 (W Yorks)

Three-bike trailer, ramp, jockey wheel, lights,
spare wheels, £225. Tel 01782 642235 (Staffs)
Honda XR400R alloy bashplate, unused, £35. K&N
filter, as new, £20. Kickstart lever, new, £35. Tel
01395 224736 (Devon)

Mugen head for Honda CRM AR, £80. DEP front
pipe, deep chrome finish, exc cond, £110. Tel
(mobile) 07776 421287 or 01707 324086 (Herts)
DR-7Z400 metal tank protectors, white, like new,
£20. Tel (mobile) 07815 498504 or 01629 733072
(Derbys)

Honda XR400R spares, glass headlamp, standard
exhaust insert, master cylinder with new lever,
front springs, rear shock. Yamaha DT125LC II
spares, forks, wheel, yokes, drum rear wheel, seat,
red tank, electrical bits. Tel Tim on 020 8303 5616
(Kent)

Three-bike trailer, used twice, as new cond, sell for
good price. Tel Peter on 07889 842324 (London)
Honda XL600LMF non-runner, complete bike, will
split, £300. Tel 07761 360288 (Staffs)

Yamaha TTR250 wheels, c/w M12 tyres, £250.
Rack, £40. Tel (mobile) 07960 42523 or 01527 456095
(Worcs)

Fifty issues of TBM, some early, bargain at £50 no
offers. Can post in UK for £8.75. Tel 0115 926 2481
(Notts)

Suzuki TS125 engine, 90 percent there, £7.50. TS50
engine, 50 percent there, £4. Plastics for DTs and
KX250, £3 a piece. Must go. Tel 01279 731333
(Essex)

Large clear tank for Yamaha 426/250F, £100. Ohlins
shock for 426F. Both in good cond. Tel (mobile)
07973 775332 or 0117 377 5815 (Bristol)

Clymer workshop manual for Yamaha XT/TT350,
as new, £10. Tel 02380 693692 (Hants)

Honda CRM125 frame, engine, tank and wheels,
phone for details. Tel 01747 861395 (Wilts)

KTM LC4 swinging arm. Also supermoto wheels,
fair cond, offers. Tel 07903 645018 (Beds)
Husaberg off-road wheels, new and unused, with
Michelin tyres, £450 ono. Tel 01977 679199 (W
Yorks)

Yamaha WR/YZ400 wheels, c/w discs and sprocket
but no tyres, good cond, £200. Tel 01708 752696
(Essex)

KLX650 Acebis 18L tank, vgc, £100. Wheels with
discs and tyres, £100 each or £180 the pair. Tel
(mobile) 07810 644897 or (eves) 01225 471178
(Avon)

Two pairs of Wind MX trousers, one red, one
black, size 32" waist. Also four MX jerseys, size
large, £60 the lot. Tel 01531 650433 (Hereford)
Honda SLR650 tank, both end cans, mudguards,
footrests and mountings, good cond, £35 ono the
lot. Tel (mobile) 07889 933869 or 01242 583079
(Gloucs)

Suzuki DR350 rear carrier rack, brand new, gen-
uine Suzuki part, charcoal black, £50. Tel 01506
834503 (W Lothian)

Front end from 70s/80s Gilera two-stroke enduro.
Also airbox, centre stand and swing arm for same.
Offers or swap for size ten boots or WHY. Tel Greg
on (mobile) 07976 561825 or (after 6pm) on 01483
773766 (Surrey)

Yamaha XT225 Serow breaking for spares, elec
start rear drum brake model, all parts available
except rear wheel/forks/seat. Tel 01568 615675
(Hereford)

Supermoto wheels for XR250/400/600/CRM, gold
Talons, silver Morads, Dunlop GPR80s, 320mm disc
with caliper bracket, talon sprocket, £600. Tel 07973
852113 (Bristol)

Supermoto wheels, Excel rims, good tyres/discs,
no rear sprocket, cost approx £1000, £350. Tel (after
4pm) 07742 689468 (Kent)

Fly MX pants, black/grey, size 34-36",
Kevlar/Teflon, cost £100, accept £40 plus postage.
Tel Kris on 0161 678 6749 (Lancs)

Honda XR250R 1989 Showa front-end, full brake
system, yokes, needs rim, £100 no offers. Tel 07739
805818 (Cheshire)

IMS 16L fuel tank for XR250/400, good cond, £75.
Tel 01787 281904 (Suffolk)
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