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" The lightest, strongest, most resilient off-road
handlebars available: Renthal FatBar,
~ TwinWall & /s” handlebars

Less to worry about when you drop it.

Renthal’s FatBar and the rest of the range are designed,
developed and manufactured to achieve the best
combination of strength and safety.

Renthal’s use of advanced manufacturing techniques
and specially developed materials, in all their products,
makes Renthal the leading brand on the market today.

UK Distributors

B & C EXPRESS, Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
Web: www.bandcexpress.co.uk

| & C.l. SPORT, Surrey tel: 01372 378000
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= VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS, West Midlands
tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES, Scotland
tel: 0141 332 7374
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MER helmets are unique in that we combine the highest quality helmets at the
most affordable prices. Our focus at M2R Helmets is fit and function so that our
riders enjoy their riding experience.

Try an M2R Helmet... You'll be glad you did!

Revelation X - Revelation X Junior

P

Team Blue
Rdult £169.95
Kids £139.95

Blackfoot
Rdult £194.95
Kids £149.95

* KEVLAR/FIBRE GLASS Composite Shell

* Lightweight

* Meets or exceeds DOT Standards

* ACU Gold Certified

¢ Chrome Chin Vent

* Removable color-coordinated visor

* ]-Piece fully removable and washable Interior
. * Available in: XS, S, M, [, XL & XL

' SX Pro - SX Pro Junior

* Ficore Shell :

* ACU Gold Certified

* Dot Approved

* Removeable Rideflex Interior
* Available in: XS, S, M, (, XL

* Chrome Chin Piece

* D-Ring Retention System

* Adjustable Ventilation -

* Adult £79.95 - Kids £69.95

Adult £159.95 Rdult £194.95

Hids £149.95

‘

Yellow/Red

Green/White Blue/White

ye To locate a dealer contact: Apico Int., Unit 2 Bridgewater Close, Network 65 Business Park , Burnley, Lancs. BB11 5TE
Tel: 0870 7779201 Fax: 0870 7779202 Email: sales@apico.co.uk Internet: www.apico.co.uk

Revelation - Revelation Junior
Grant langston Replica
Adult £194.95 - Kids £149.95

Revelation - Revelation Junior
€zra lusk Replica Adult £194.95

Hids £149.95
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I love the smell of petrol. Always have done. Ever
since I was a lad and dad used to take us down
the local garage to fill up his car, I've adored the
smell of fuel. By the time I got my first bike at the
age of 13 I was addicted to the stuff. About once
every couple of weeks I'd cycle to the petrol
station clutching an old petrol can which I used
to fill with a gallon of two-star and a couple of
squirts of oil from one of those dinky two-stroke
oil pumps they used to have on garage forecourts
back then. In those days there were plenty of big
two-stroke road bikes about and I would watch
in amazement as their riders fuelled up then
roared off in a haze of blue fumes. Afterwards

I would sniff the air and be in ecstacy.

But watching racing was the biggest buzz
for me - whether it was seeing Bazza and Kenny
Roberts swapping paint (and hand signals) in the
Transatlantic Trophy series at Silverstone, going
drag racing at Blackbushe Airport or watching
the big scrambles events at the Fox & Hounds cir-
cuit near Newbury, I loved the sights and sounds
of racing - but most especially I loved the smell.
The air would be awash with noxious fumes, a
heady mixture of high octane racing fuel and the
ubiquitous Castrol-R. I don’t think I could ever
get tired of the smell of petrol.

Or at least I didn’t. That was until an incident
late last year changed my mind. I was on my way
back from a Sunday morning practice session at
the local trials club. As usual I hadn’t bothered
strapping my bike down in the van, I'd just leant
it against a load of blankets piled up on one side
and hastily shut the rear door. Before you jump
to conclusions, I'd just like to point out that of
course we never do this sort of thing with any of
our precious test bikes - no siree! Anyway, I was
on my way round a roundabout when I heard a
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Sniff & Scratch...

loud crash followed by a sort of a clunk. I looked
in the rear view mirror and found that the trials
bike had tipped over on its side. Ah well, no
bother - there’s no point in stopping now, as

any damage will already be done.

It was after about a mile that I noticed the
smell. That distinct aroma of spilt fuel. I figured
that the trialler’s carb was dripping a bit of
petrol, but as the smell became stronger and
stronger I started to have second thoughts. I kept
glancing over my shoulder trying to spot the
cause but figured that Id have to get out and
have a proper look. As soon as I opened the rear
door the smell hit me full in the face. I looked
over to where the trials bike was lying and to
my horror discovered that the bike’s bars had
knocked the top clean off a 20 litre jerrican which
was lying on its side disgorging its contents into
the van. And not just across the van’s floor either,
but all over my riding kit. Worse still, about five
litres had slopped straight into my upturned
brand new trials helmet.

A couple of weeks later I was riding my
trials bike with columnist Chris Evans - my eyes
streaming as usual from the fumes coming off
my lid - when Chris happened to mention that
his new crash helmet didn't fit him all that well.
Quick as a flash I offered to swap lids afterwards,
and without thinking anything more about it,
Chris agreed.

I've just about got my sense of smell back
now after nearly six months and I'm just warm-
ing to the smell of petrol again. But for some
strange reason Chris seems to have gone right
off the smell of it...

Si MELBER
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