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looks a bit different because it is a bit different. Wintertime is the

season when traditionally (funds allowing) we try to change our
trail bikes. And with this in mind we felt that the time was right to thor-
oughly update the TBM Trail Bike Guide and include it in this special
January 2001 issue. This guide is our best effort to sum up trail and enduro
bikes past and present in a few short but succinct words. We've tried to
include all the bikes we can think of, but inevitably there isn’t space to list
out every single model variation (particularly when it comes to competi-
tion bikes). For that reason we’ve grouped together certain models and
treated them collectively, and that has allowed us the space to thoroughly
update the guide with all the information we’ve amassed over the past five
and a half years of testing. We hope you find the guide useful not just
when considering buying secondhand, but also as a way of cross-referenc-
ing the bikes we test each month.

The other thing you'll find in this special ‘Collectors Issue’!! of TBM are
four of the best Trail Tales we’ve ever published. We wanted to find a way
of beginning the new year with something amusing; and trawling back
through the TBM archives we came across a number of superb tall stories
from the world of off-roading. Each of these Trail Tales comes from an issue
which is now out of print (there are no back issues available) but we felt
they were too good to resist giving them a second airing. We dusted down
the original cartoons (which were drawn in black & white), sent them back
to the illustrator and asked him to colour them in for us. Then we reprinted
all four of them in glorious technicolour. We reckon they’re sooooo good
that even if you've been a TBM reader from issue one, you'll appreciate
giving them a second reading.

If you're reading this in the middle of January and wondering why
your issue of TBM didn’t arrive at the beginning of the month, then you’ll
doubtless already realise that that we had a thoroughly outrageous
Christmas and New Year after all. Normal service will be resumed next
month (we hope), with TBM reverting back to its traditional slot at the
beginning of each month, as well as its current format of news, reviews,
multi-tests and tall tales from the weird world of off-road riding.

Before I leave you to read the rest of the mag however, let me tell you
that this year we’ve got an even more action-packed agenda planned.
Apart from testing all the latest machinery, we’ll also be mixing it up with
a number of multi-bike shootouts, a sprinkling of secondhand machinery,
a new series on getting started for beginners, more trail tips and technical
articles on how to improve your riding skills, long-term testing a mixture
of two and four-stroke machinery (both new and secondhand, big and
small trailies), we’ll be sampling some supermotos, starting work on a new
project bike (project KLX300R is alive and kicking) and we’ll be entering a
trail bike in the world’s toughest enduro - the Gilles Lalay Classic. Don’t
miss a single issue... Si Nelber

w elcome to what is undoubtedly a very unusual edition of TBM. It
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