Are you "Ready to Race"? » www.ktm.co.uk

o Gt "Ready to Race™? Then what's stopping
you? The new 2008 EXC range is
available now: For further information

or to find your local authorised KTM
dealer, click on to www.ktm:co.uk
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BMW Motorrad :;

The Ultimate
Riding Machine
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h | ADVENTURE BEGINS

The first of BMW’s new enduros are now in
dealerships nationwide. Come and be the first to book

| atestride, enter our ‘Roads to Morocco’ competition
and pick up your free World of BMW activity brochure.
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Restyled, more dynamic performance
“Electronic Suspension Adjustment makes
amassive difference. Afteryou've tried it,
conventional hand adjustment seems so
clumsyand old-fashioned.”

Adam Child, MCN 03/01/08

‘“ .u HER7 WATERPRIDF CONSTRUCTEN BLACK, BLUE. BLACN/ORANGE
BALLISTIC REDNFORCED FRONT NNEE PANS.
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YOU DO THE SI.II\II

Which ever way you look at it, Sherco Enduro from TrailWorld i ‘

is a package that is hard to beat. Check out our website for full g o p.

terms and conditions as well as how to get your hands on one of ! e o i?
these beauties! = \

01727 858249 e www.trailworld.co.uk ® sherco@trailworld.co.uk

WHY NOT SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS
ABOUT SHERCO ENDURO MOTORCYCLES AND TRAILWORLD?

SAI _;S_: FAQTl ON

== Trail\World

discover the world on two wheels

WANA I !,!fA\ll%l)l R !,01{* LONGE R%?{
TrailWorld can offer the passionate off-road rider a day to remember on our more extreme tours in Spain
(Terrain Tour) or in the UK (Peaks or N.Wales Tour).

FANGCY SOMETHING EESS| HARDCOREY

If you don’t want it quite so hard then we have tours in both Spain and the UK for the off-road virgin or
those looking for a more laid back experience.

01727 858269  www.trailworld.co.uk ® info@trailworld.co.uk
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1 Will Survive...

n the whole, dirtbikers are a determined,
D resourceful bunch. When things go

wrong we make-do and mend - try our
damnedest to keep going. When your bike konks
out in the middle of a forest you can’t really wait
for your mate to show up with his trailer or call
out the ‘Fourth Emergency Service'...

Sometimes such occurrences turn out to be
run of the mill problems with simple solutions,
and after a spot of spannering you're soon on your
way again. Whereas others turn into the kind of
predicament Ray Mears makes documentaries
about - problems that require some real ingenuity
to solve and lead to elaborate tales that you can
‘entertain’ the troops with at every enduro club
night or TRF meeting.

Perhaps the finest examples of such initiative
can be found on desert rally events such as the
Dakar. In the face of adversity those who've
remortgaged their dog and pawned the wife in
order to be out there racing, generally do anything
to keep going. Naturally, there are simply hun-
dreds of tales from ‘Dakar mechanics’ - Coke cans
patching up battered metalwork, riding for miles
with tyres cable-tied to rims etc - though some
are near-enough unbelievable...

Now stripping broken bikes for spares is com-
mon practice in the rally but what would you do
when there’s not another competitor in sight and
your rear rim’s falling apart? Howzabout finding a
scrap step-thru at the nearby village (and you can
just imagine what condition a scrapper in Africa is
in!), stripping out its 16in rear wheel and lacing it
to your KTM’s hub before riding the rest of the
stage on the bare rim? That's resourcefulness!

Where am I going with such tales, I hear you
cry? Well, hopefully dirtbiking as a whole can use
this same adaptability to continue to survive in the
current climate of uncertainty.

With trail riding being put under greater
pressure than ever, many people are looking at
Low we can adapt what we do in order to hang
onto our pastime - whether that be through pay-
as-you-go schemes, specific dirtbike trails on pri-
vate/forestry land, or by simply adapting their
riding to suit the lanes we’ve got left. And if, to
paraphrase the Beach Boys, you're ‘bored riding
up and down the same old street’ then why not
hook up with riders in another part of the coun-
try, book yourself onto a trail tour, hit the lanes at
night or chop in your bikefor something a little
different. There’s still plenty of fun to be had out
there!

Obviously the Dakar itself is another unfortu-
nate case in point. The killing of an innocent
French family in Mauritania in December was
tragic, and the desert is dangerous enough with-
out having to worry about RPGs and AK47s.
Adding to the misery and disappointment is the
fact for some (and we're not just talking riders
here - but support companies, vehicle builders,
journalists and hundreds of others for whom the
Dakar is part of their life), this year’s cancellation
has meant finding an alternative way to get their
rallying rocks-off.

Not only that but they also need to find a
way to claw back the money they’ve invested or
to earn a living. It's certainly a sad state of affairs
when fully-prepped 2008 rally bikes start show-
ing up on eBay! Let’s hope that these people find
a way to make it through for next year, as the
Dakar - despite being dominated by factory
teams - has always been about privateers’ desert
dreams...

One of the greatest things about dirtbiking is
getting into ridiculous scrapes and regaling your
mates with tall tales. Let’s hope we can all do so
for many years to come...

JAMES BRRNI BRRNICORT

8 PERSPECTIVE 10 Scorpa T-Ride

Images capturing the essence of dirthiking... Exclusive first test ummmmm 2
12 NEWS 88 CHARLEY'S ANGLE

The latest from the world of dirt bikes...
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More tasty stuff to tantalise your tastehuds...
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Three madcap American KTM hillclimbers...
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The latest RoW news isn't all doom and gloom...
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Chris Evans is back in the mag (hurrahl)..
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Yellow Peril: Sadly the cancella-
tion of the 2008 Dakar Rallye
due to the threat of terrorism
has deprived a lot of riders of
their desert dream...

Pic:J van Qers




signed to ride a

last outing on the four-stroke
Montesa. For 2008 Dougie’s
Beta two-stroke

Rappers™

» Fully removable & washable Coolmax™ comfort

e nALE

* Strong, lightweight compasife Carbon Fiber, Beviar® & fiberglass shell
* Smart Venting System has"1() intake parts & 4 exhausts for cooling.

vable & or & cheek pads

1350 GRAMS FOX V3 RACE HELMET

WWW.FOXEUROPE. COM
TEL. 0181 487 6100
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AQUICK BLATA!

Czech it out: Blata’s new
learner legal trailie will
look the biz...

Czech bike manufacturer Blata

has just shown a new 125cc

prototype trailbike, the Enduro

125. With its Aprilia-esque

looks, the fully road legal bike

looks pretty beefy for a 125
and is powered by a four-
stroke, SOHC, leccy start,
124cc 6-speed engine.

It comes with 40mm

Marzocchi front forks, heavy-

duty triple clamps, chunky alloy
swingarm, 280mm radial disc
brakes and tubular steel frame.
Nice touches include quality
Domino controls and a quick
release rear number plate holder.
Expected Spring ‘08, the price
should be somewhere in the
region of £2,600 and it will also
be available in supermoto trim -
for info, check out blata.co.uk...

GREEN LIGHT

Rieju’s long awaited MRX450
enduro is here... almost. The
double beam ally framed bike
certainly looks the part, with
50mm M’zocchi Shiver USDs,
Ohlins rear shock, 10.2L

aluminium fuel tank, LeoVince

X3 titanium pipe and black

= TEM

Takasago Excel rims.

Powered by a 449cc Yamaha
WR-F powerplant, the MRX
comes with both kick and electric
boot and has a claimed weight of
115kg. No confirmed price as of
yet but it should be competitive,
with an expected late Spring
release date - watch this space

for a TBM test just
* as soon as we can
get hold of one...

IBM’s very own columnist
Mike Woolley will be doing an
unsupported trail ride in early
March along the Ridgeway in

aid of Help For Heroes, the

services based charity for the
many wounded soldiers return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan
The ride will t from

Headley Court, the
rehabilitation centre, and go
all the way down to Cornwall
taking in as many legal en
roads and tracks as possible.
Mike will be carrying all his
fuel, food, water and shelter
and to make things even more

> armed forces

interesting, there's a competition
to guess how many kilometres
he will cover before running
out of juice - clue: the bike in
question is Honda XR250 and
will have a des nk fitted
The closest guess will win
rither b of his own
me-reared pork or a day’s
riding, shooting or follow
he Spooners & West
Dartmoor Hunt
To support Mike and this
Very we
justgi 3.COt ikewoolley
> you easily donate and
nit your best guess

na is selling
¢ to the owners having
return to the UK
A ft successful launch

vear, the months of

entire rha off-road fleet of
bikes, ridin customer data
base and bookings, website etc
Cu t owners David and
on hand to
ently it

nfo on other

{1 584 or email

com

SALES CYCLE

Official ‘07 end of year motorcycle sales figures
reveal a whopping 31.8% increase for the rapidly
growing Adventure Sport sector, probably helped
along by Ewan and Charley’s recent Long Way
Down TV series.

And in keeping with this, the BMW R1200GS is
still topping the Adventure Sport chart, having sold
1,235 machines in 2007 plus a further 770 of the
‘Adventure’ models, meaning a grand total of more
than 2000 GS’s were sold last year!

And although the

Trail / Enduro category ADVENTURE SPORT (year end figures)

finished the year slightly  [REETULINS 1235
2 Triumph Tiger 1050 1046
3 Suzuki DR-Z400SM 856
4 BMW R12006S Adventure 77
5 Kawasaki KLE650 Versys 759

down from 2006, there
were still over 8,500 bikes
shifted in '07 - a positive
response taking into
account the continuing
Government instigated
pressure on trail riding.
Figures are as follows:

HAPPY CAMPERS

After an overwhelming
response to our “Win a 20th
Anniversary Transalp Tent’
competition back in
December '07, there can
only be two winners -
well done to Beemer
F650 Strada rider Cath
Riley from Oxfordshire
and Notts based
Honda XR280 pilot
Simon Condry - your
tents are winging their way to you right now...

TRAILENDURO
Honda XR125L 498
Yamaha DT125 402
Yamaha XT125R 40
POR Apache 125 387
Yamaha WR250F 367

The 2008
the VERY

I've ever ridden! s;
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OFFICIAL GAS GAS UK DEALERS

OTHER COMPANIES ADVERISING GAS GAS ARE NOT OFFICIAL DEALERS.
THE BIKES ARE IMPORTS - YOU MAY ENCOUNTER VAT, SPECIFICATION

OR WARRANTY ISSUES!

A+B MOTORCYCLES
ALAN SMITH TRIALSPORT
ALL SPARES

]

BOB SHEERAN
BORDER BIKES
BRAYBROOK OFFROAD

CF RACING LTD

GRAHAM CHARLTON

FEET UP TRAILSPORT
GARY GROVER RACING
GORDON FARLEY MOTORCYCLES
MAVEN TRIALSPORT
HIGHLAND LEISURE

MTM TRAIL & ENDURO

IN MOTION

INTA MOTORCYCLES
J.A.M. SPORT
BETWSMOTORS LTD

JOMN LEE

JUAN KNIGHT

K4 OFF ROAD (ALAN KING)
KB RACING LTD

KELCOAT

M-SPORT

MERLIN MOTORCYCLES
NICK ROBINSON MOTORCYCLES
NORMAN WATT

NTB RACING

OFF ROAD MOTO

PAUL NASH MOTORCYCLES
PENNINE TRIALSPORT

RAS SPORTS

RPM

smc
SOUTHWEST DIRTBIKES
ST 00DE

WHITE BROS

GAS GAS MOTOS

Merthyr Tydfil
Guisborough
Ballygawley, N.ireland
Royston, Barnsley
Kennilworth

Worksop, Notts
Trwbridge, Wiltshire
Broughton (n Furness
Co, Wickiow, Ireland
Berwick Upon Tweed
Yorkshire

Stroud, Glos.
Corwen,Denbyshire
Stockton
Seamer,Scarborough
Newbury

Guildford, Surrey
Barrow Haven, n.Lincs
Invergordon, Rosshire
Ballymena/ Co. Antrim
Egham, Surrey
Maidstone, Kent
Farnham, Surrey
Betwys-y-Coed
Rushden, Northants
Isle Of Man
Charminster

Loyland, Lancashire
Loek, Staffs
Stevenage, Herts
Horsham, West Sussex
Basingstoke

Co Down, ireland
Wigginton, York

Blyth, Northumberland
South Minster, Essex
Sowerby Bridge
Brighouse

Redruth, Cornwall
Sheffield

Middleton, Suffolk
Newtonairds, Dumfries
Welshpool, Powys
Powys

Bexlay, Kent

Bodmin, Comnwall
Church Stretton / Shrops
Daslington, Co. Durham

LTD

01685 382100
01287 619150
02885 568855
01226 391587
541

4
01225 765765
01229 716806
00 353 872503055
01289 305768
0870 774 2600
01453 762743
01490 412146
01642 730700
01723 865577
01635 30202
01483 538485
01469 532600
01349 854620
881666
01784 440033
01622 758499
01252 725335

01690 710303
01933 312827
01624 898454
01305 264400
01772 901320
01538 383547
01438 742724
01403 257626
01256 880003
02892 638766
01904 750101
01670 361080
07071 500100
01422 822531
01484 711720
9 820896
01909 567125
01728 648213
01387 820466

01694 722894
01325 486422

OFFICIAL UK IMPORTERS OF GAS GAS MOTORCYCLES
Harpur Hill industrial Estate, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 9JL, UK

U’

fax 01298 766816 mail@gasgasuk.com MOTUL




TOP TO TOE

When it comes to beautiful design it’s probably fair to say that

the Italians hold all the trump cards, and the latest ‘08 riding

kit from Pro-Grip is no exception.

\® The Top Line range is simple yet elegant with bold
colour choices and quality materials - the pants using
Kevlar and Cordura components in conjunction with

/] real leather patches on the inside of the knees where
the most abrasive wear takes place.

Zipped openings on the hips allow for increased
airflow when required and these can even be used as

small pockets if needed. u

The Top Line shirt features plenty of venting for maximum

airflow, and fade resistant printing should also ensure you

keep that ‘like-new” look even after it’s been through a few
washes. Natumll_\; matching gloves are also available.

Prices/sizes are: Pants £98.70 (Size 28-38), Shirt £24.75

(M-XXL) and gloves (S-XL) £24.50. Available now from

Mito UK Ltd - call 01202 667323. Verdict: Top Drawer

TIOY UP

Running a brittle, legal-sized numberplate on a dirtbike isn’t
always easy and many trail riders will know what it’s like to
end a ride-out only to find their ‘plate has smashed.

Here at TBM we were forced to remove our long-term
Xchallenge’s ungainly rear holder and indicators when we
took it trail riding, and as a result needed a neat ‘n’ simple
road legal solution to the problem.

Thankfully R&G Racing have come up with the answer.
Their ‘tail tidy’ kit consists of a metal rig that fits into the origi-
nal mountings and does away with the large BMW unit. As
a result the plate is brought up out of harm’s way and the
OE indicators can be re-fitted or smaller micro blinkers are
available, making the whole rear-end look much neater.
Kits are available for other makes/models - the
Xchallenge’s complete kit with indicators costs £59.
Call RG on 0870 2206 380 or go to rg-racing.com
Verdict: Bottoms Up!

1494 TEBM

GRERAT DMANE

On average, it rains once every three days in the
UK, which equates to a lot of time spent getting
cold and wet on a bike.

Of course, there are those who don’t ride
if it’s raining (!) but thankfully for the rest
of us Dane have been busy perfecting the
waterproofing on their latest Borglum
Adventure jacket. Y'see, apart from the
obvious problem of not maintaining
water resistance, lots of jackets have a
membrane that is sewn into the garment
as a layer beneath the surface. This
means that whilst the water is stopped
from reaching whoever is wearing it,
the outer layers absorb and retain liquid.
So the jacket gets heavier and anything
kept in exterior pockets gets soaked - lovely.

As a result, Dane have used a dirt-repellent
DuPont Teflon outer coating to resist water
penetration and a windproof, waterproof and
breathable Goretex membrane to ensure full
resistance to the wet stuff.

Other features include a double zip and flap
system, storm cuffs, Scotchbrite reflective panels,

CE armour and a very warm removable inner liner. There’s also plen-
ty of storage with four outside pockets, a waterproof inside document
pocket, plus four zipped air vents and full waist/arm/cuff adjusters.

The Borglum costs £299.95, comes in a full range of men and ladies
sizes, and there’s a colour choice of either sand or grey. It's available

from Riderz on 01639 849272 or riderz.co.uk. Verdict: Dry as a Bone

SAND RAND
DELIVER

If you regularly ride in sandy
or dusty conditions then you’ll
appreciate the latest Sand Main
goggles from Fox.

Based on the standard Main
goggle, a much denser, ‘closed cell’
foam has been added to the outer
vents that should help prevent sand
or dust getting in.

They also come with a special grey
tinted lens to help combat the normally intense sun-
light associated with desert conditions - we think they
sound ideal for hot, dry, dusty summer enduros, with
or without sand! Available at £29.95 from foxracing.com
or contact your nearest Fox dealer. Verdict: Hot Stuff

TEM 1S



KNOCK YOUR
SOCKS OFF

Knee guards and knee braces might be essential
riding kit but velcro straps and hard edges can make them
pretty uncomfortable if you wear ‘em without a protective
layer underneath. And let’s face it, normal enduro socks can
fall down or generally aren’t long enough to stop the painful
chafing that can occur. Plus not everyone wants to wear a
pair of long johns, especially in hot weather.
Enter the Long Sock from Scott. Specially designed
to be worn under guards and braces, the sock has thick
stretchable material from the toe up to just above the ankle,
with a thin polyester/ mesh leg and an elastic hem at the top
to ensure that everything remains firmly in place. ‘Coolmax’
material is also used throughout so things don’t get too
hot ‘n” sweaty.
Available from Acerbis UK, the socks cost £15.95.
Call 01592 491076 or visit scott-sports.com for more info.
Verdict: The Bees Knees

TAKE [ BREAK

Tyre changing’s not really up there on anyone’s list of
favourite jobs, especially if the tyre is old and stuck to the rim.

Now we’ve all seen bead breakers before but Motofax have
come up with a simple, compact version that’s small enough
to easily take to events. The four-point linkage ensures that
the breaker arm hits the same spot every time - unlike
some bead breakers we’ve seen - thus breaking the
bead without causing any rim damage. Voila!
At £24.99 it certainly isn’t going to break the
bank. Get yours from motofaxwholesale.com
or call 02380 511999.

Verdict: Excellent Value

165 TEM
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KNIGHT LIFE

Ever wondered how David Knight
progressed from being a novice trials
rider into arguably the best enduro
rider the world has ever seen?

Well ‘David Knight - Iron Man
of Enduro’ is the latest DVD
offering from Duke Video and
tells the complete DK story, up to and
including his 2007 GNCC campaign. Plus it comes
with action-packed footage from WEC, Last Man Standing,
Erzberg and the Weston Beach Race to boot.

Featuring archive images, interviews with David and his family
(including brother Juan), competition footage, onboard camera action
and even photographs from DK’s own personal album, it makes for great
watching, and all for just £16.99. To get hold of a copy, call 01624 640000
or go to dukevideo.com. Verdict: A great Knight in.

RAGENT PROTECTEUR

When a company uses the Dakar Rally as the testbed for
their protective products, then you know it’s tough kit.
And French hardware specialists Meca Systems do
exactly that...

The latest Meca radiator braces and bashplates
have been manufactured to be extremely light,
easily repaired and incredibly strong.

There are no welds or bends on the rad braces that might
cause stress concentrations and certain sections of the modular
design are machined from billet so as not to cause any weakness. /
The use of 16mm tubing gives great lateral strength and tapped threads
and fasteners hold everything together. A pair will set you back £65.

The sumpguard (£90) is shaped for improved side protection and is
made from 4mm AG5 aluminium, welded inside and out for increased
strength, has anti-vibration neoprene seals, a polished mirror finish and
a fast-fit rear support.

All of these products are now available for ‘08 450/530 KTMs.

For more info contact Patsy Quick on patsy@teamde-
sertrose.com, call 07711 167183 or check out

mecasystem.fr. Verdict:
Essential protection
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crazy riders! Jonty Edmunds'es
madcap world of US hillclimomg...







