Are you "Ready to Race"?
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"Ready to Race”? Then:what's stopping
you? The new 2008 EXC range is
available now: For further information
or to find your local authorised KTM
dealer, click on to www.ktm:co.uk

or call 01280 709500.
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Volkswagen Van Centre (Cardiff)
Wharf Road East, Tyndall Street, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff

02920 492112

Search online for VW Vans Cardiff Vehicles
T:0845 450 1448 F:0845 450 1449 E:sales@racefx.couk 0
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Show &

0... did you go to the Dirt Bike Show at the
S\tdrl of December? If you did then you'll have
no doubt realised that it was, quite possibly, the
best DBS ever. All of the major, and most of the
smaller, manufacturers were ruprvscntud; there
were new exhibitors showcasing some innovative
products; and in the live arena Steve ‘Showtime’
Colley was more than living up to his name. Hell,
even the minibike guys, who I'd usually dismiss
as just a little tiresome, put on a cracking show.

If you weren’t at the show then I've got to ask,
‘why hell not?” And the excuse of ‘I'm a trail
rider, there’s nothing for me’ is pretty poor at best.

Now I'll admit that the show is currently
ition riders, MXers
especially. But unless they get more trail riders

geared more towards com

through the turnstiles do you seriously think
that'll ever change? Of course it won’t. To become
a truly rounded show it needs your support and
you can’t deny that greenlaning could do with a

larger presence and greater representation, both
within the dirtbike community and the wider
world. More involvement at the DBS would go

some way to achieving that...

As it happens there was plenty at the Show
for greenlaners and those with little interest in
! BMW were displaying their brand new
trailies (650 and 800GS), their new 450 enduro
bike and the updated 1200GS; Yamaha brought
along the all-new WR250R and the Tenere adven-
ture bike; KTM had the new 690 Enduro trailie
there, and a T-Ride arrived in the country just in
time to take centre stage on the Scorpa stand
importer John Lampkin was displaying the inno-
vative new Alp 200, albeit in pre-production form,
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and trials riders even had their own “village’ to
visit. Rumours that it was called ‘Royston
Vasey’ are entirely unfounded..!

A much greater number of trail riding holi-
day companies attended the show this time and
it certainly looked like they drew some consid-
erable interest, as did the rally-raid stands. And
on the TBM stand we did a roaring trade - sell-
ing a range of trail /enduro-specific products in
a bid to draw more of you guys to the show.

Joining us on what was our biggest ever
stand were the irrepressible adventurers Lois
Pryce and hubby Austin Vince, who spent the
weekend signing books and DVDs, chatting
with visitors and keeping the show-weary
TBM crew in good spirits.

On a personal note, it was great to chat with
friendly faces and meet some new characters -
such as issue 148's ‘cover star’, rally racer Justin
Carter - whilst a number of TBM forumites in-
troduced themselves and even brought along
gifts for the team! Krispy Kreme donuts and
Celebrations chocolates always go down well,
so thanks to ‘Doorag’ and ‘D1 Mad’ for those...

In fact, the only black cloud over the show
was the fact that due to a tragic bereavement,
columnist, tour operator and TBM stalwart
Chris Evans was absent. In recent years, Chris’
unique approach to ‘reader relations” has always
proved a source of merriment at the show and
our thoughts go out to him at this difficult time.

For 2008 we're looking to persuade show
organisers Promoto to devote 1 more space
to our sport. And if they do then it'll need your
help. So get along there and support your sport.
‘Cos the Dirt Bike Show is what you make it...

JAMES BARNI BRRNICORT
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One of the latest additions to
the big trailie/adventure sport
market is the new Granpasso
1200 from veteran Italian bike

RECENT CONVERT

Fancy two bikes for the price of one? Beta’s
brand new Alp 200 offers just that, with its
quick ‘n’ easy trail-to-trial conversion design.

Using only a screwdriver the 200’s seat and
tank cover can be removed in a few minutes
to reveal an entry-level trials iron more than
capable of tackling long distance trials.

The concept is similar to Scorpa’s Yamaha-
powered trials bikes that also convert to Long

builder Moto Morini. Billed as
the first ever ‘enduro veloce’,
the Granpasso’s Bialbero
Corsacorta, 1187cc, 87°, v-twin

engine designed by Franco
Lambertini, has been modified
to improve low rpm power
delivery plus give good fuel
consumption, making it suitable
for touring.

Combined with a claimed dry
weight of 198kg, other typically
big trailie components include a
25L tank and large comfy saddle,
plus there’s plenty of useful
accessories available including
heated grips, rigid panniers,
touring windshield and sat nav.
| The Granpasso also boasts a

curved aluminium swingarm,
| with fully adjustable Ohlins rear
shock with piggy back reservoir,
50mm Marzocchi front forks,
Excel rims and tubeless tyres,
I plus a slipper clutch!

Other nice touches include
the indicators built into the main
bodywork and tubular steel trel-
lis frame, which gives it a quin-
tessentially Italian feel.

Granpassos should be avail-
able in the Spring, in two colour-
ways - black /titanium with black
frame or black/white with red
frame and will cost approximate-
ly £8500.

For Mash get Smash...
Or is it Johnny-5 alive?
Either way we think
the new Morini looks
very ‘distinctive’!
Actually, we
likeit...

Rides if needed, but the Alp 200 has the
larger Suzuki DR200 air-cooled engine
which is more suitable for use on the road.

Alp 200s are available now and cost £3395.
Call John Lampkin on 01535 655970 for more
info.
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Aimed squarely at grabbing a
slice of the top selling adventure
sport BMW 1200GS’ action is
the new 1200 Stelvio from Moto
Guzzi. Plumping for a more
street focused look than the
Beemer, the Stelvio looks to be
more grand tourer than off-road
adventure bike.

Powered by the 1200 ‘Quattro-
valvole’ engine, the new Guzzi
comes complete with an all new
exhaust system that’s been tuned
to suit the new injection and
intake setups to allow for a
smoother delivery in the low

TERRA

Spanish bike manufacturer Derbi
have launched a beautiful new
learner legal adventure-sport bike
- based on their existing Terra
model - called the Terra
Adventure 125.

The Adventure features
Derbi’s all-new 125¢c Iii]l}[(/
cooled, four-stroke, four-valve
six-speed, DOHC engine,
which Derbi claim is the most
powerful single cylinder 1
thumper on the market, deliver-
ing a claimed 15hp.

As the name suggests, the
Adventure comes with alumini-
wm panniers and topbox as stan-

Mothership: Guzzi's take on
the Adventure Sport market
is called the Stelvio... l
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to medium rev range.

Other features include tubeless
spoked wheels with black
anodised rims, strengthened
chassis, single-sided swingarm,
Brembo twin disc brakes, 50mm
USD forks, with ABS offered as
an option.

Finishing touches are a three-
position adjustable seat, movable
windscreen, and small lockable
compartments located in the side
of the tank, handy for stowing
mobile phones etc.

The Stelvio should be available
from February 2008, in either
white and red or black , and with
a pricu yet to be announced, we
reckon it’'ll be a fair bit less than
the GS. It needs to be, though!

dard, along with 21/17in wheels,
an 11L fuel tank with a 2.51
reserve, 41mm Paioli forks, bigger
bashplate, wraparound hand-
guards and new bar design incor-
porating a GPS mount. Contact
your nearest dealer for more info
or go to derbi.co.uk.

SNIPPETS

& BOYZ ‘N’ THE HOOD

Keep warm this winter in
style with a TBM embroidered
hoodie. They’re available in
M-XXL and there’s two
colours to choose from - rich
chocolate or deep graphite,
and are a snip at just £24.00!
To order, log onto our wesite
trailbikemag.com and click
on the online store button.

& GERMAN WARFARE
As widely \'\P\'\‘l\'d. BMW
Motorrad are officially enter-
ing a team to compete in the
2008 WEC using their new
(450X enduro machine

The German giant has
recruited the likes of seven-
times WEC winner Anders
Eriksson and Belgian enduro
star Jeff Goblet to head up
the team .1Inn;.;~idv German
voungster Bert Meyer.

The first WEC round will
take place on 15/16 March
2008 at Ostersund in Sweden.

& BUSINESS AS USUAL
In case you're wondering
where long standing TBM
columnist Chris Evans is
this month, we're very sad to
report that Chris has recently
suffered a bereavement

Rest assured Chris will be

back writing very soon and
will be running all of his
ever-popular Sport Adventure

French tours in 2008 - check
out his ad in the tours section
on p110 for the few remaining
places available or email him
at chris.evans@sport-adventure.com.
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SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE!

Seeing Double? No your eyes don’t deceive you.
On the left we have CCM’s new (far-Eastern-built)
TL125 - a bike described by the Blackburn company
as being ‘smartly styled’. And who could argue

Mirror, mirror on the
wall, who's the
fairest of

them all?

with that? Certainly not the Italian designer of the
pretty little Beta Alp 4.0 (right). They say that immi-
tation is the sincerest form of flattery, but in this
case, we're not so sure...

T-RIDE AND TESTED

Coming next month in the February issue of TBM... After
much anticipation TBM have secured the exclusive first
UK test of the Scorpa T-Ride. Read the full and compre-

hensive report only in TBM, on sale 7 February...

AJP’s new alloy framed PR3 trailie (tested in TBM
147) will shortly get a boost in the power stakes
with the arrival of a new 260cc big bore kit in
Spring "08.

Built by a company fornia, the bored
and stroked engine will have bigger stainless steel
valves, a ported head with racier camshaft, light-

ened flywheel, a stronger clutch and springs.

The new powerplant is available complete or
as a kit, and will give the current 198cc air-cooled
SOHC lump an extra 62ccs to play with. And what
with the extremely good dollar to pound ratio at
the moment, it should be reasonably priced to boot
- watch out for a TBM test soon...

What have three men, three bikes and 3000 miles
got in common? A charity trip to Morocco that's
what. Setting off on 2 March 2008 Mick
Blenkinsop, Gareth Martin and Craig Hay will
start in Northern Spain aboard their Honda Africa
twins, cross the Sierra Nevada, onto Gibraltar and
into North Africa, with all proceeds raised going
straight to the Great North Air Ambulance.

All the guys have bought their bikes out of their
own pockets and are personally funding the entire
trip, with a little bit of help from generous local
dealers in the shape of tyres, clothing and bi
equipment.

The terrain they'll be covering includes hard
rocky tracks up into the snowline of the Atlas
Mountains and the deep sand dunes of the Western
Sahara, with up to 300 miles covered each day.
There will be no support vehicle so all fuel and
equipment will be carried on the bikes - a video
dairy and footage of the ride is also planned.

Sponsorship forms are available now - please
contact Craig Hay on 07779 003561 if you want
help support this very worthy cause...

Good luck guys!

BORED TO BE WILD!
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‘08 Changes "~

« New front mudguard * New 'Trailtech Vapor' Speedo

+ New headlamp * New softer seat foam

+ New Handguards + New crankshaft main bearings

+ New Graphics + New Marzocchi Front fork settings
+ 08 EC Racing Models with various suspension opti ilabl

OFFICIAL GAS GAS UK DEALERS

OTHER COMPANIES ADVERISING GAS GAS ARE NOT OFFICIAL DEALERS.
THE BIKES ARE IMPORTS - YOU MAY ENCOUNTER VAT, SPECIFICATION
OR WARRANTY ISSUES!

A+B MOTORCYCLES Merthyr Tydf 01685 382100

ALAN SMITH TRIALSPORT Guisborough 01287 619150
ALL SPARES ) 02885 568855

to 01226 391557
BEHIND BARS w 01926 855541
BIKE DEPOT Worksop, Notts 01909 482614
BIKE TECH Trwbridge, Wiltshire 01225 765765

BIRKETTS
BOB SHEERAN
BORDER BIKES

n Furness 012290 716806
w, Ireland 00 353 872503055
on Tweed 01289 305768

BRAYBROOK OFFROAD 0870 774 2600
Stroud. Glos 01453 762743
CF RACING LTD nbyshire 01490 412146
GRAHAM CHARLTON 01642 730700
FEET UP TRAILSPORT Seamer,Scarborough 01723 865577
GARY GROVER RACING Newbury 01635 30202
GORDON FARLEY MOTORCYCLES  Guildford, Surrey 01483 538485
HAVEN TRIALSPORT Barrow Haven, n.Lincs 01469 532600

HIGHLAND LEISURE
HTM TRAIL & ENDURO
IN MOTION

INTA MOTORCYCLES
J.A.M. SPORT
BETWSMOTORS LTD
JOHN LEE

JUAN KNIGHT

01349 854620
02825 881666
01784 440033
01622 7584990
01252 725335
01690 710303
01933 312827
01624 898454

K4 OFF ROAD (ALAN KING) o 01305 264400
KB RACING LTD Leyland, Lancashire 01772 901320
KEEP BIKING Brackley, Northa 01280 705100
KELCOAT s 01538 383547
M-SPORT 01438 742724
MERLIN MOTORCYCLES 01403 257626
NICK ROBINSON MOTORCYCLES  Basingstoke 01256 880003
NORMAN WATT 02892 638766
NTB RACING 01904 750101

OFF ROAD MOTO 01670 361080

PAUL NASH MOTORCYCLES South Minster, Ess: 07071 500100
PENNINE TRIALSPORT Sowerby Bridge 01422 822531
RAS SPORTS Brighouse 01484 711720
RCM Redruth, Cornwall 01209 820896
RPM Sk d 01909 567125

01728 648213
01387 820466
01938 850544
01597 825817
01474 536 665
01208 831774
01694 722894
01325 466422

SOUTHWEST DIRTBIKES
STEVE GOODE

STEVE PLAIN

STEVENS & STEVENS
THOR MOTORCYCLES
TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS
WHITE BROS

GAS GAS MOTOS LTD

OFFICIAL UK IMPORTERS OF GAS GAS MOTORCYCLES
Harpur Hill Industrial Estate, Harpur Hill, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 9JL, UK

fax 01298 766816 mail@gasgasuk.com






