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OF BOTH UWWoRLDS..

ALUMINUM AND STEEL IN ONE REVOLUTIONARY
NEW REAR CHAINWHEEL

Introducing the longest lasting

and most durable off-road »
chainwheel you can buy. ﬁ )
The new Renthal TwinRing™ . NN
chainwheel combines a
specially enhanced / >
7075 T6 aluminum alloy
center with a high-strength
Electroless Nickel P i " {
Coated steel outer ring.
The alloy center section
keeps weight down
while the steel outer ring
provides durability. The
result is a rear chainwheel
that re-defines the term
durability in off-road '

drivetrain products.
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THUMPER'
ROCK-IT OIL

\ You run expensive race fuel in your bike, so why cripple it
e wn waraveaw oS S evas var— e S L o e nsn with horsepower-robbing engine 0il? Try Bel-Ray Thumper

VENTED MESH LR

4-Stroke Racing Motor Oil for more performance!
Thumper’s superior lubricity gives you reduced friction
loss and more power, plus the enhanced clutch feel and
killer hookup you need to get the power to the ground.
Bel-Ray. Race oil for rockets ~

T:0845 450 1448 F:0845 450 1449 E:sales@racefx.couk




THE EASY WAY TO SIGN ON

Home of the TOUGH ONE. e e
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© Rnd 1 23th Apyil
Rnd 2 8th June
Rnd 3 2th September
Rnd ¢ 16th November

Rnd 1 2nd March
Rnd 2 27th April
TRnd 3 22nd June
Rnd ¢ 215t Septembe

The 'RACE SERIES’ is made

up from your championship

points .. any of the 16 events above
will count towards your overall
"RACE SERIES’ position
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After you. No,

Like a lot of things in life - it’s not so much
what you do, but how you go about it that
counts. l\cusntl\ a topic came up on the TBM
forum discussing the differences between MX
and enduro riders. And one of the points which
several contributors raised was how much more
courteous enduro riders tend to be when it comes
to the dicey subject of overtaking.

And although I'm not that keen on being over-
taken, to me there’s nothing better than watching
a much faster rider with more skill come flashing
by you - who then provides you with a lif
view of riding excellence. As someone who has
quite-by-chance found himself lining up against
the likes of David Knight on more than one
occasion (believe me, I was only there to make
up the numbers), I can assure you that people
with talent will always find their way past.

Now you may be of the opinion that there’s
no room for such gentlemanly conduct in the
cut-n-thrust world of motorsport - but I disagree.
Because in our chosen sport, riders have got time
to line up their move and then make it happen
seamlessly. It needn’t be brutal, aggressive or in
any v disarming, and in fact providing riders
are skilful and courteous about it, I'll always
move aside and let the faster guys past. Which
is what I'm doing right now.

You all know Barni - he’s been my oppo and
TBM'’s right-hand man for more years than I care
to remember. Well he’s been quietly knocking on
the door of the editorship for a good while now.

He knows the subject inside out, can take a
decent snap and is a damned good bloke to boot.
He's trustworthy, hard-working and he cares
passionately about TBM. And he deserves the

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Rlex Gausden
Mark Williams, Chris
Evans, Jonty Edmunds, David Knight, 020 8840 4760/5066
Mike Rapley, Lois Pryce, Mike Woolley,
Kevin Hulme, Nick Ashley
Andy Riley Mel H: 020 7903 3993
ISSN 1359-0324
ST LI L] s

after gnu'

chance to prove himself. Which is exactly what
he’s going to get...

So let me welcome TBM'’s new editor, and
of course inform you that although I'm moving
aside to let him past, I'm going to be harrying
him from the position of publisher. That means
I'll still be in the office, still be picking up the
phone, still be writing articles and still be out
there testing bikes, trail riding and racing at
the weekends. But Barni will get to make more
of the editorial decisions - and better still he'll
have to write this damn column every month.

What's more Barni’s promotion means that
the dep ed’s job will be up for grabs and who
better to fill that post than our very own News
Editor, Mel , I'm proud to say that TBM
is (as far as I'm aware) the UK's only national
motorcycle magazine progressive enough to
employ a female deputy editor. 'm proud of
them both, and proud to have done what I
consider to be the best job in the world for
more than 12 years.

0207429 4000 Rowe The Printers
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the essence of dirthiking...
14 NEWS

The latest from the world of dirt bikes...

16 WIN DIRTY DVDs!

Win yourself a selection of dirthike DVDs..

18 FIRST CHECK - AJP PR3 200MX Pro

We take a ride on AJP's new alloy-framed trailie...
30 LETTERS

Irate readers tell us what they think of us...

38 TALKING DIRTY

Chris is wondering about technology in motion...
40 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams is Down at Heel in Southern Italy...
42 101S LANES

Lois tries to please the audience... 4

44 200 SHoOTOUT :

Gas Gas EC200 v KTM 200EXC at the races...

58 THIS, BUD'S, FOR YOU...

Aftribute to the late, great Bud Ekins...

62 SHERCO 2.51

Exclusive first test of the new Sherco mini-thumper...

74 HONDA XL700V TRANSALP

Honda's new 20th anniversary Transalp launched.
84 TOM SAGAR: KICKING UP A STORM

Britain's next enduro world champion?...

94 PROJECT 153 _y
Part3-the hike inbits..
96 TRICK BITS
Christmas is just around the comar‘ Y
98 STAFF BIKES - BMW G650Xchallenge
Update on our BMW long-termer...

109 TRADE SECRETS

- Keeping your cool...

110 KNIGHT SPEED

xnmmm thoughts on the season endl...
112 BRITISH ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP
Round 5, The Natterjack Enduro

T18 THESCOTT TRIAL

Mike Rapley reports from this infamous event..

126 OLD GOLD

Part 3 of the famous 0ssa margue..
130 WHAT'S THE STORY

Enduro ace Neil Buttery... *

132 MUD LIFE CRISIS

Diaryof a 50-year-old...
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Pod cast: For the launch of their
new Transalp, Honda chose the
theme of ‘adventure touring’
which saw journalists housed in
atented village. High in the Alps.
in winter. Brrrrr! Pic: Honda
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100% Acerbis
100% Scott
200% Endure

New Acerbis ‘08 Impact Line &
Scott 89Xi Bevo goggles
(as worn hy Samuli Aro)
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MAN-ON LINE

Calling all trail riders in the
North East! Manchester TRF
have set up an excellent new
website which allows riders

to keep up to date with the club’s activities.

The site features ride reports, photo galleries, links,
contact details and much more. Plus, it's well laid out

and easy to navigate. Check out manchestertrf.com.

‘08 EC

MODE

‘ Italian trials and enduro company Beta have

|

I

e i’
usual TBM back issues ‘ launched a new 80cc version of their Rev-3, ’

and merchandise. (Bring | named the Rev-80. \

plenty of ‘folding’ though, The bike differs considerably from previous |

l“'““"“' e ‘_1“”'_’ _]“7?"' 80cc Betas, with altered geometry, larger forks,
credit card facilities.)

‘08 Changes

| * New front mudguard * New 'Trailtech Vapor' Speedo

Whatever you do, don't

After a month of British sporting disasters, David and a wealth of other chassis changes. « New headlamp o/ Now sofier seat fosm

Knight has broken the curse and snatched the US miss this year’s Dirt Bike TBM's favourite flame- Naturally, the bike also runs similar graphics . P P s Ry

Grand National Cross Country Championship Show that'’s taking place at  haired contributor and and colourscheme to the adult machines. « New Graphics o New Marzocchi Front fork settings
at his very first attempt. the National Agricultural ~ motorcycle adventurer, Priced at £2545, the little Beta should be + '08 EC Racing Models with various 4
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Lois Pryce, will also be
adding a touch of glamour
to our stand, and you'll be
able to pick up a copy of
her hilarious book, ‘Lois

in dealers mid-November. For full details call |
Beta UK on 01535 655970 or visit beta-uk.com. |

! OFFICIAL GAS GAS UK DEALERS
OTHER COMPANIES ADVERISING GAS GAS ARE NOT OFFICIAL DEALERS.
THE BIKES ARE IMPORTS - YOU MAY ENCOUNTER VAT, SPECIFICATION
OR WARRANTY ISSUES!

In the early part of the season David experienced
more than his fair share of bad luck, suffering both
injury and machine failure. But mid-way through
the year things came good, with some of the most
dominant riding the series has ever seen. Nice one,

Centre near Coventry on
6-9 December.

Naturally, the TBM
team will be there to shoot
the breeze, renew your

e WA DS

* KNEES KNOCK DOWN

A . . . . ’
Knighter! You can read all about David’s victory subscription and point you  on the Loose". A+B MOTORCYCLES Marthyr Tydfi 01685 382100
' in his own words on page 110... in the direction of the cash As if all that wasn't AL spangs ooRT Ballygawiey, N.irsiand 02005 868855

QUOTE OF THE MON

‘To be both blunt but also, | feel, totally fair, [Charley] Boorman

comes across as a copper-hottomed, ocean-going, 24-carat prick.

Caitlin Mora
of Long Way Down. The Times, 27 Oct 2007.

reviewing the first episode

machine. Because, due to
popular demand, we’ll be
selling the kind of trail and
enduro specific gear you
can’t get elsewhere at the
show.

Subject to confirmation,
you'll be able to pick up
Cruz Tools bumbags,

enough of a draw, taking
pride of place on our stand
(we hope) will be the com-
pleted Project YZ153,
while elsewhere you'll find
all the new 2008 models.
Advance tickets cost

£12 for adults, £6 for kids,
and are available from

To celebrate their first year exhibiting at
the Dirt Bike Show, knee brace experts
Donjoy are running a special offer on
their Armor braces. Show-goers can
pick up a pair of braces, including knee
guards, for a bargain £595 - saving a
whopping 25 percent on the retail price!
For more information on the Armor

braces check out our knee brace feature
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BRAYBROOK OFFROAD

BYM

CF RACING LTD
GRAHAM CHARLTON
COBB & JAGGER

FEET UP TRAILSPORT
GARY GROVER RACING
HAVEN TRIALSPORT
HIGHLAND LEISURE
HTM TRAIL & ENDURO
IN MOTION

Royston, Barnsley
Kennilworth

Worksop, Notts
Trwbridge, Wiltshire
Broughton In Furness
Co. Wicklow, Ireland
Borwick Upon Tweed
Yorkshire

Stroud, Glos.
Corwen,Denbyshire
Stockton

Shipley, W. Yorks
Seamer,Scarborough
Newbury

Barrow Maven, n.Lincs
Invergordon, Rosshire
Ballymena/ Co. Antrim
Egham, Surrey

01909 482614
01225 765765
01229 716808
00 353 872503055
01289 305768
0870 774 2600
01453 762743
01490 412148
01642 730700
01274 591017
01723 865877
01635 30202
01469 532600

- enduro DVDs, Michelin dirtbikeshow.co.uk or by in issue 145, and click onto onjoy.co.uk. Sk spORT Y Petaiaan Sty ot rassse
mousses, Trail Tech lights,  calling 0870 010 9019. To save you searching, Donjoy’s Jonmtus LT Roshoen Nocasts 01033 312827

| MEXI L",‘N‘

SOS Adventures are running another of their
charity rides, this time heading to the moun-
tains of Mexico.

The trip consists of 12 days riding DR-Z400s

across some tl‘ll].\' amd/ing terra in one

place the trail drops a mind-blowing 2000ft in

just th.mll( s! As such, the hlolxdfn is really b ’ ; e - DEP claim the road legal ‘S7’ pipe gives - CALL US NOW
nnl:‘i suited to L‘\PL'I"IL‘I\LEVS dirtbikers. ; —I‘hlﬁ month’s .snlui : S::u’:‘i’bkfg:;ﬂsu s better acceleration and offers a weight saving (o

Riders need to raise £ 500 to enter, \\'IH flgl”"f“ h_“_}" seen just 4 BMWR12006S Adventure 667 over the standard pipe. What's more, the black
l,l,m, pmuzcdsvgmng to or I'mn cha 505 one hlgﬂyfhk‘ﬂ“t change, 5 HondaXL125 Varadero 521 alloy finish, carbon endcap and red detailing
(.hlld ren’s Villages. »I he trip departs on 16 as BM_\\‘\ s ever-popular TRAIL/ENDURO mean it also looks far better than the OE OFFICIAL UK IMPORTERS OF GAS GAS MOTORCYCLES
February ‘08, returning on 2 March. Full 1200GS has now snuck 1 HondaXR125L 376 silencer t Harpur Hill Industrial Estate, Harpur Hill, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 9JL, UK
jetails can be found at {ventures.c head of the new Dommuiddies o ¥ The 57 costs £211.5 i
details can be found at sos-adventures.com ahead of the new vk TTiz6k 55 The S7 costs £211.50 and you'll find more
and for more info call Charlie on 07092 045949. h‘lumph liger. Full 4 PORApache 125 326 details at deppipes.com.

figures as follows: 5 Yamaha WR250F 289

Beta Tools, and plenty
more besides. Plus, of
course, we'll have the

TBM's biggest-ever
stand is number C12b/G20
in hall one. See you there...

ADVEN T
BMW R120065

stand is # FO3, in hall three. Tell them
TBM sent you...

DARK

British pipe specialists, DEP, have developed
a sleek new silencer for Yamaha’s popular
XT125R trailie and XT125X SM.

JUAN KNIGHT
K4 OFF ROAD (ALAN KING)
KB RACING LTD

"
MERLIN MOTORCYCLES
MOTORCYCLE CENTRE

Isls Of Man
Charminster

Leyland, Lancashire
Brackley, Northants
Leek, Staffs
Stavenage, Herts
Horsham, West Sussex
Stockport, Cheshire

NORMAN WATT

NTB RACING

OFF ROAD MOTO

OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLES PLUS
PAUL NASH MOTORCYCLES
RAS SPORTS

A

cM
RIDGE SPORT
RPM
smc
SOUTHWEST DIRTBIKES
STEVE GOODE
STEVE PLAIN
STEVENS & STEVENS
THOR MOTORCYCLES
TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS
WHITE BROS

Co Down, Ireland
Wigginton, York

Blyth, Northumberland
Dunformline

South Minster, Essex
Brighouse

Redruth, Comnwall
Rodiey, Leeds

Shetfield

Middleton, Sutfolk
Newtonairds, Dumfries
Weishpool, Powys.
Powys

Bexley, Kent

Bodmin, Cornwall
Church Stretton / Shrops
Darlington, Co. Durham

01624 898454
01308 264400
01772 901320
01280 705100
018538 383547
01438 742724
01403 257620
0161 476 6323
01256 880003
02892 638766
01904 750101
01670 361080
01383 734789
07071 500100
01484 711720
01209 520896
01132 553636
01909 567128
01728 848213
01387 820466
01938 850544
01597 828817
01474 536 665
01208 831774
01694 722804
01325 466422

EALS ON

fax 01298 766816 mail@gasgasuk.com
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ep, that's right, TBM has teamed up
with Smartzz to offer one lucky reader
the chance to win 10 of the very latest

extreme enduro DVDs, worth over £200!

This awesome prize consists of your choice
of DVDs offered by Smartzz from their online
store, the place for dirtbike DVDs.

You can choose from all 13 GNCC rounds
featuring the famous flying Manxman Mr David
Knight, the world famous enduro at Erzberg
2007, Endurocross, Perry Mountain and Red
Bull Romaniacs, to name but a few.

Smartzz's online shop also feature
lots of hard to find MX, dirtbike
technique/instructional,
supermoto, freestyle
and mini bike
titles.
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All you've got to do to be in with
a shout of winning the booty is
answer the following guestion:

Who came third in this year's
(2007) Erzberg Enduro?

If you know the answer, simply email
dvd@trailbikemag.com no later than 20
November 2007.

One correct winner will be chosen at random
from all correct entries received, and will be
notified by phone, so please don't forget to
include your name and contact number.

For those of you not lucky enough to win,
you can securely buy online at smartzz.com
or call 05602 602279.

and December there's free postage on
offer - can't say fairer than that...

Smartzz are also at the
Dirtbike Show this year
on stand G45, Hall 1,

so get yourself along
there and say hello.

Plus for all orders placed in November

The Praceor
UDirthike DVDS

Terms and Conditions: TBM's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. No cash

alternatives are offered and TBM reserve the right to alter, amend, withdraw or substitute any part of the prize.
or is only open to UK inhabitants. TBM reserves the right to verify the eligibility of all entrants.

The winner’s DVD choices are subject to stock. This draw and its conditions will be governed by English law.

o #

J (3 [ £

o TEBM 17

(3






