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Why Oh Why Do We Do This...?

It’s 11pm at night as I write this. And not just
any old night, but Sunday night - the night
before deadline. We’ve all been in the office all
day - and all the day before that. Missing not just
our weekend off, but also some great sporting
events like the final round of the 2007 British
Enduro Championship, not to mention the SM
of Nations and the Rugby World Cup.

So why do we do this each month? Not for

y I can tell you. Believe me, there’s no

overtime in dirt bike journalism. And not for
the glamour either because most of the time this
job is hard graft, working all hours: weekdays,
weekends, bank holidays - they’re all the same
to us.

Oh sure, we get to ride some great bikes -
occasionally. But truth be told, we probably
ride less than the average reader.

So now you're waiting for the punchline.
C’mon Melber, deliver the gag, and let’s all
get outta’ here. Well this time I haven’t got
one. I genuinely don’t know why we all do this.

OK... I know why I do it, because I've been
doing it for so many years I've become condi-
tioned, and I don’t think I could return to a real
job, working normal hours... for real pay. But as
to the folks who work with me, I have absolute-
ly no clue as to why they stick it out, month
after month. But I'm mighty glad they do, and
proud to say that I've got the best team in the
business working alongside me here at TBM.

This is a public acknowledgement of thanks
for their very real support over a number of
years. And also to say to some of those
importers whose bikes TBM helps sell: Honda,
Yamaha and Kawasaki, that the people behind
this magazine, the readers of this magazine,
and the whole of the UK enduro/trail riding
industry in general, deserves your support too.

We might not have the glamour of motocross,
nor the presence of road racing, but by God
we're enthusiastic about what we do. Otherwise
why the hell would I be still at work at 11pm on
a Sunday night?

Hell, if I wanted an easy life, I'd come and

work for you guys...

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845 02074294000 Rowe The Printers
Mel Falconer London W13 9WP
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Honda’s 2008 CRF450X is fitted
with a steering damper which
the factory claims eliminates
‘over-steer’ as the promotional
picture they supplied with the
press pack clearly demonstrates!
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Life’s a Beach: Next month sees
the running of the first ever

WOR Blackpool Beach Scramble.

Don't miss seeing David Knight
go head-to-head with Le-Tou-
quet legend Arnaud Demeester!

Pic: Rutgerpauw.com / Red Bull Photofiles
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Recently unveiled at the Paris

Motorcycle Show was the all-new

KTM 690 Enduro. At the heart of
the bike is a single-cylinder fuel
injected 654cc engine with a
claimed 62hp developed from
the road going LC4 690 lump.
Over on the chassis front a
lightweight, tubular space-frame
design has been used based on
the rally bike, which explains
the airbox’s position above the
cylinder, helping get the overall
weight down to a claimed 138kg.
The WP suspension features
fully adjustable 48mm USD forks
and Pro-Lever linkage rear shock
system with 250mm travel at
both ends, and brakes are the
usual Brembos with 300mm front

disc and single-piston caliper
240mm rear disc.

And as you would expect the
KTM-Kiska design partnership
has been at work again, this
time coming up with a self
supporting, plastic one-piece rear
fender-fuel tank unit, resulting in
a 12L tank capacity with integrat-

ed fuel pump, with the fuel cap
sitting just behind the slim,
elongated seat.

Bikes are expected in dealers
in Spring next year, and no prices
have yet been confirmed, but we
reckon it will be around the £5895
mark, the current price of the
690SM.

RED
ALERT

Aprilia have just unveiled their
2008 RXV enduro models, and
we're glad to see they’re just as
sexy as ever, with new graphics,
fuel tank, two-tone seat and a
meaner looking front end,
complete with a new lightweight
headlight. Even better news is
that the ‘08

bikes still come with their trade-
mark twin underseat pipes fitted
as standard, but this year the
stainless steel single silencer
option is provided by Arrow and
for the first time is also delivered
with the bike at no extra cost.
Engine-wise the main develop-
ment concerns the electronic
management system, which now
comes with a switchable dual
mapping set-up - ‘full power’
and ‘soft’, plus both 450 and
» 550 powerplants now have
even longer service intervals.
Other tweaks include revised
suspension settings, redesigned
compact digi panel, new tail light
and choke, which has now
been moved from the ‘bars
to under the filter box. And
the weight has been shaved
yet again, down another four

giving a claimed dry
weight of 113 kgs.
Bikes are due in
dealers from mid-
October and prices
are expected to be
£5899 for the 450
and £5999 for the
550 respectively.

kilos from the ‘07 machines,

For the first time ever Blackpool
Beach will be playing host to
the awesome WOR Beach Sand
Scramble, taking place on
Saturday 3 November 2007.
Some of the top names already
confirmed include six-times Le
Touquet beach race winner
Arnaud Demeester, who will
battle it out with David Knight,
Paul Eddy and Ryan Voase.
The two-hour race will feature
a five-kilometre lap, is free of
charge for spectators and £1000
is up for grabs for the winning
Pro rider, along with trophies
to the top three in each class.
Entries cost £70 (£75 for non-
WOR 1(fﬁ1iﬂh‘xi riders), and are
restricted to 250 riders - closing
date is 22 Oct, so get in quick!
For more info and regs check
out worevents.com or call 07929
902692.

SNIPPETS

& MAN TO MAN

If you're planning a visit to
the Isle of Man over the winter
months be aware as well as the
usual trail closures that take
place, the local police will also
be patrolling and performing
spot checks on bikes using the
upland tracks, as sadly, there
are a small minority of riders
who still persist in riding
irresponsibly. Check out
gov.im /highways for info.

< PIPEUP
There’s now a dedicated UK
store for renowned
nch exhaust manufacturer
CRD. Working directly with
the factory ance, there’s
1y three-day delivery
available if an item’s
not in stock this side of the
Channel - check out
crd-international.co.uk.

< ONE FOR THE DIARY

Just in time for Christmas
(groan) is the ‘08 Motorcycle
Diary. Full of its usual pithy
quotes and amusing pictures
it’s perfect for anyone who
appreciates offbeat humour.
Price is £9.95 plus P&P - to
order, call 01326 569444 or
go to motorcyclediary.co.uk.

& Dirt Bike Show, 6-9 Dec
This year’s Dirt Bike Show will
see the TBM crew moving to a
different location - come and
see us in Hall 1 on show stand
C12b/G20. And the changes
don’t end there... this year, in
response to your pleas for more
enduro/ trail riding-specific
products and services to be
available at the Show, our stand
will be stocking all manner of
»odies for you to spend
) arned on. And of
course, we'll be retailing
zines and TB

merchandise too!

See you there

HANG TEN

Resurrected by Yamaha for "08,
the iconic Tenere name is now
gracing the flanks of the newly
designed XY660Z Tenere.

While the rally raid inspired
styling may not be to every-
body’s taste, the 660Z utilises the
660cc liquid cooled engine from
the XT660X, encased in a new
steel cradle frame with long-trav-
el front forks and ally swingarm,
plus a huge 22-litre fuel tank that
sits underneath the seat. A full
range of accessories will be avail-

WECL for
WALES!

A round of the World Enduro
Championship will be held in
Wales next year, following the
news that the entire ‘08 WEC
series will now take place excl-
usively within Europe, due to
the North American rounds
that featured in both the ‘06 and
'07 race calendars being axed.

Llanidloes is the venue for
the Welsh round, with the mar-
ket town having played host to
a European championship
round in 2005.

The eighth and final round
of the series has yet to be decid-
ed, but unlike ‘06 and '07 where
the WEC finished before the
ISDE, this time the final two
rounds will be afterwards.

able, including a bash plate.

Colour options are white/red
‘speed block’, black/grey or
khaki and at the time of going to
press no prices had been
announced.

Provisional ‘08 WEC Dates:
15-16 March  Ostersund, Sweden

19-20 April  Sitges, Spain

26-27 April  Vale de Cambra, Portugal
14-15 June Kwidzyn, Poland

19-20 July Llanidloes, Wales

26-27 July Uzerche, France

26-27 Sept  Piediluco, Italy

TBA TBA

Cambrian
Calling...

Calling all big trailie/adventure sport
riders. Now's your chance to get out
and ride your bikes in a proper event
specially catering for this type of
machine. Because the Welsh Trail
Riders Association have just released
regs for this year’s Cambrian Rally
which will take place on 20 & 21 Oct
in West Wales.

With a 45mile lap (which will
include - for the first time - a small

section of the Strata Florida water
splashes), the going has been chosen
to be suitable for big trailies (more
of a gentle and scenic trail ride along

fire roads than tough enduro going),

and preference will be given to riders
of this type of machine.

Although the course is new this
year, the start venue remains the
same as last year in Dalarwen. Day
one and two will be slightly differ-
ent, but will have the same special
stages which will be untimed on the

first lap.

Regs can be downloaded from
enduronews.com... see you there!
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Getting Better All The Time? Mark Williams
finally has some positive news to report... !

eptember saw a number of events that,
5just for a change, may bode well for the

battle to maintain - quite literally - our
rights of way. It kicked off with a Trail Riders
Fellowship Executive Meeting where a number
of presentations were made which will hopeful-
ly prove useful to anyone pursuing outstanding,
or indeed NEW Definitive Map Modification
Orders (DMMOs) under Section 67(2) of the
dreaded NERC, whether or not they also relate
to Section 14 of the 1981 Wildlife & Countryside
Act (see last issue).

A classic example of deviation
from the track, where a lack of
maintanance by the council
has caused flooding...

As ever, to the untutored eye, these reports
by senior TRF rights of way officers are rather
dense and spattered with legal references and
jargon, but they reward careful scrutiny,
especially by local TRF groups who are dealing
with individual RoW issues at the sharp end.

Dave Tilbury and Robin Hickin’s paper on
‘Sustainability and what this means for Trail
Riders” quoted from DEFRA’s own advice
concerning the Rights of Way Improvement
Plans that most county council are currently
drawing up, namely that “Wherever possible

‘Wherever possible
proposals for improving
rights of way should
not unduly benefit one
class of user at the
expense of another.’
DEFRA advice

proposals for improving
rights of way should not
unduly benefit one class of
user at the expense of another.

Improvements that are
intended to benefit cyclists,
harness-horse drivers, horse
riders or walkers should not
unduly restrict lawful
motorised use of public
vehicular rights of way.’

However as well all know,
public prejudice against any
form of motorcycling tends to
override what may seem fair
or equitable, even to DEFRA,
and with this in mind Tilbury
and Hickin warn that “There
can be no denying the fact
that some riders (some of
them TBM readers no doubt)
seek an adrenaline rush from their riding. If that
is the case, then the public highway, be it grass
or tarmac, is not the place for them to have fun.
There are plenty of off-road sites and clubs that
cater for that side of motorcycling.’

Thus the paper goes on to remind TRF
members, and the rest of the dirtbiking
community, of their obligations to ensure the
routes we ride remain sustainable. As such it
covers such things as surface conditions, the
types of tyres we use and weather conditions,
but also the duty of highway authorities to
properly maintain vehicular byways under
Section 56 of the 1980 Highways Act.

Having myself been peripherally involved
in claiming against a council re Section 56,

I know it is a useful tool, and another paper
presented at the meeting by Northern RoW
Advisor, Brian Thompson, covered the equally
important device under Section 130A of the
same Act which enables us to force councils

to remove obstructions from RoW.

Getting Obstructive

Thompson pointed out that ‘the Faber Maunsell
Survey in 2004... found that 10 percent of the
4500km of byways in England and Wales were
blocked. That’s 450km of green lanes we cannot
use’. He went on to cite the DEFRA booklet ref.
PB9193 and the three forms that are download-
able from their website (www.defra.gov.uk) to
serve notice to a highway authority about such
obstructions (go to Section 130A of the 1980
Highways Act). Again, having protested with a
simple letter to my local council about a pile of
big bales which completely blocked a local
BOAT, but all to no avail, I wish Id had this
advice earlier as the process is pretty simple
and clearly obliges the authority to do their
legal duty.

Farmers frequently block legal
routes using farm machinery...

‘However as we all
know, public prejudice
against any form of
motorcycling tends to
override what may seem
fair or equitable...”

Thompson also put forward further
observations on the ‘5 Year Main User’ claims
being made post-NERC - also covered in last
month’s RTR - which noted some successes in
his area but, like other speakers, acknowledged
that we would face stiff opposition with these
from our foes and, indeed, county councils
who basically want to limit vehicular byway
use if only because of the maintenance costs
mentioned directly above. However, that's no
reason not to pursue them, and for those of
us unfamiliar with the claims procedure, he
provided photocopies of partially completed
forms, blank copies of which are available
from the TRFE.

Regular attendees at TRF Exec Meetings
will know that Brian Thompson is a big fan
of ‘permissive routes’, ie lanes that are under
private or quasi-private control - such as
nationalised forests or even parks - but
which, usually for a small fee, can be ridden
by properly organised groups on agreed dates,
and as well as a radical suggestion that we
might have to agree to not riding at weekends
in order to appease our detractors, he elaborated
on these and encouraged local groups to seek
out such opportunities. Again, as a member of
the Mid-Wales TRF Group I've had some pleas-
ant riding experiences thanks to a personal
relationship with a local Forestry Commission

TEM 1S



manager - and at no
cost whatsoever - so
despite concerns that
we’re in danger of being
‘ghetto-ised’ as the
public RoW network
continues to shrink,
I can heartily endorse
his recommendations.
And this leads neatly
onto the snappily titled Cambrian Mountains
Pilot Project Consultative Forum, briefly flagged
last month. Financed with a grant by the Welsh
Assembly via the Countryside Council for Wales
(CCW), this project reflects that ‘there has not
been a strategic approach to the use of
motorised recreational vehicles in the Cambrian
Mountains, and therefore route maintenance and
enforcement has been dealt with in an ad-hoc
way by Carmarthanshire, Ceredigion and Powys
County Councils”. It therefore seeks to ‘identify
a network of sustainable vehicular routes that
could be promoted’ for recreational use.

Different Agendas,

Same Goals

A meeting within the boundaries of each of

the councils invited interested parties to identify
such routes (using the definitive maps) as part
of a ‘Strategy and Action Plan’ which would
address various key issues including measures
to control illegal use, route promotion, mainte-
nance and both voluntary and legislated
restraint (eg TROs) in cases where there was
significant surface dam-
age. Unfortunately I
wasn'’t able to attend
any of the three
meetings but my
conversations with
those who did suggest-
ed that there appeared
to be a genuine open-
ness on the part of the

& g
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‘There has not [so far]
been a strategic
approach to the use of them
motorised recreational
vehicles in the
Cambrian Mountains...’

Byway Closed To
All Public Use

(Including All Motor Vehicles
Walkers, Cyclists, Equestrians)

organisers, in particular
Ceredigion Council’s
Ann Elias who chaired

Perhaps unfortun-
ately, the vehicle user
groups that attended
were rather dominated
by the 4x4 brigade
whose routes and needs
are somewhat different to ours, although those
trailriders present did get to cite routes that 4x4s
could never negotiate. But there is a fear that the
commercial contractors the Project will hire to
investigate their suitability may simply ignore
them unless they themselves ride trailbikes,
rather than cossetted by the cosy comforts of
a Land Rover.

Another major concern was voiced concerning
trails that are perfectly legal (or in the process of
being claimed under DMMOs) but which don’t
fall within the ultimate sustainable route plan:
will the councils, perhaps under pressure from
our enemies, and also the cost of maintaining
them from resources depleted by creating and
promoting this new network, then feel justified
in simply downgrading or applying endless
TROs to them?

And whilst the Cambrian Mountain project
is undeniably a parochial issue, it's worth
mentioning it here for two very good reasons.
Firstly, and in the wake of NERC, the mid-
Wales area it relates to is increasingly becoming
a heavily used, ‘honeypot’ destination for
trailriders from all over the UK, and secondly
it could well provide a template for similar
schemes elsewhere. With that in mind, we’ll be
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Are you"Ready to Race”? » www.ktm.co.uk

www.kiskadesign.com

“Ready to Race”? Then what's stopping
you? The new 2008 EXC range is
available now. For further information
or to find your local authorised KTM
dealer, click on to www.ktm.co.uk

or call 01280 709500.
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