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Lunch is for wimps...

* ve always thought of myself as a fairly

‘hardcore’ sort of rider. I don’t mean in terms
of my riding ability (obviously), so much as my
enthusiasm to get out there and ride for hours
on end. I've always been the sort of rider who
gets up early in the morning, gets kitted up
quickly and then heads out on the bike - never
wanting to punctuate the day with continuous
coffee breaks or a languid lunch.

But a recent trip in the company of, how shall
[ put it - more relaxed - members of the TBM
firmament, changed all that. We were riding
in France with columnist Chris, the trails were
long and challenging at times, the sun was
warm on our backs and the air was heavy with
the scent of spring. And not to put too fine a
point on it, by the time we arrived at our lunch
stops each day I was the first one off the bike
and slumped in a chair.
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Mark Williams, Chris
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Perhaps that’s no bad thing. Over in France
there’s currently a bit of a backlash against the
fast food revolution - they call it slow food, and
it generally involves dishes which are carefully
prepared and served up with generous helpings
of pride during the two-hour luch breaks still
commonplace in the more rural parts of the
south.

So for instance during our recent trip a typical
lunch consisted of boeuf bourguignon, wild
boar, a sumptuous potato gratin and a wonder-
ful chestnut cake pudding served up with a
raspberry coulis. And this being France there
was always a carafe of vin rouge, and plenty of
bread and chilled water to enjoy.

Now maybe I'm beginning to show my age,
or perhaps I'm not quite as fit this year as I was
12 months ago - I'm not sure. But I know one
thing - the truth is that I enjoyed the food every
bit as much as the riding, and the riding was
tremendous!

And I also know this much... that if I carry on
eating like I did on this trip, it won’t be just the
food which is slow...

S| MELBER
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There’s a reason they call them

* the ‘Baxtard Rocks” The TBM

. team struggles-on manfully
during a three-day testin

i southern France. Find out what
happened on P78. Pic: Barni
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FINANCE EXAMPLEt

0% APR (Typical)
On road cash price £4845
Deposit £484.50
Credit £4365.50
12 Monthly payments of £463.79
Total Amount Payable £4845
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Spiderman trials-style. Julien * ?2 b 5\
Dupont sticks his Gas Gas to the® *

wall of a house in the French | %
town of Lyon. Don't try thisat |
home, folks. Pic: Denis Balibouse/
Red Bull photofiles




WO Hew)iq|iesy Mmm

Major Changes for KTMW’s Nlew Enduro Range

As predicted last month, KTM
have completely revamped
their EXC range for 2008, with
new chassis and bodywork
across the board. Though the
biggest news of all is an all-
new motor for the class-leading
450EXC!

Last year KTM released a
new DOHC engine for their
middleweight MX machines,
though made it clear that the
twin cam, leccy-start-only
motor wasn't going to be used
in the EXC models.

Because instead they’ve
designed a brand new, dual
start, SOHC enduro lump -
dubbed the XC4.

Lighter than the outgoing
engine, the XC4 is also claimed

=2 TEeM

to be more powerful, with even

greater ‘rideability” especially
at the bottom-end.

The four-valve, SOHC
top-end uses larger titanium
intake valves with an angled
cylinder-head cover for easier
maintenance access.

As on the old bike, fuelling
comes from a 39mm Keihin
flatslide carb (proving that fuel
injection isn’t required to meet
the strict Eurolll emissions
regs, yet) with a single header
pipe and pentagonal silencer
taking care of the spent gases.

Following Honda's lead
with the CRF, the new
KTM keeps gearbox
and engine oil separate,
preventing debris from

Say hello to the new KTM 450EXC-R,

which replaces the Austrian company’s
outgoing 450EXC...

the upgraded clutch contami-
nating the engine oil. There’s
also now only one oil filter to
change, making home spanner-
ing that little bit easier.

The new bike also gets a
new name - the 450EXC-R -
and just like the phenomenal
250EXC-F, we expect it to be
one of the lightest, most power-
ful machines in class. The new
generation motor is also used,
(with a capacity increase of
course), in the new 530EXC-R
which replaces the old 525EXC.

One bike notable by its

absence from KTM's press
release is the existing
400EXC. Speculation is
mounting as to whether
KTM are planning to

replace it with a completely
new capacity machine - along
the lines of a 350EXC-R. Watch
this space! And those of you
who have set your heart on a
400EXC should act swiftly.

For its second year in pro-
duction, the 250EXC-F has
been given a gentle tweak with
a new exhaust cam, revised
valve-train and altered ignition
curve. These modifications are
claimed to improve both bot-
tom-end power and low rev
throttle response, the latter
being an oft-criticised feature
of an otherwise excellent bike.

All of the EXC models have
received the latest chassis, as
used on the 2007 MXers, and
have adopted the motocross
bikes’ bodywork - with the
obvious additions of a new-
look head- and LED tail-light.

Despite major changes to
the four-stroke machines, the
two-strokes haven’t been neg-
lected either. Each has been
given revised crankcases and a
new dual-stage ignition, while
the 125 gets a new piston to aid
reliability. Modifications to the
250's crank and conrod should
reduce vibration, though of
greater significance is that the
cases and ignition have been
specially adapted to allow the
retro-fitment of the optional
electric start!

For 2008 the electric-start
300EXC-E will be the only 300
available from KTM. Like the
250, the big-stroker has also
seen modifications to its crank,
though the biggest change is a
new barrel - claimed to be half-
a-kilo lighter than the old part.
Whether these mods will actu-
ally lead to improved starting
remains to be seen...

Expect the bikes to be in
KTM dealers in July, so look
out for a TBM launch test in
the coming months...

Yamaha have launched a
modern version of their
TT-R250 trail bike. Called
the WR250R, the bike was

shown at the recent Tokyo

Motorcycle Show, and bears
a passing resemblance to the
latest WR250F enduro bike.
However any similarities
are merel n deep.

The trail bike uses what
appears to be a part alloy/
part steel frame, housing a
compact new liquid-cooled,
electric start, DOHC motor.
Parts such as the cheap bars,
mild steel exhaust and basic
swingarm bely the bike’s
relatively low spec, and
some of the detailing (such
as the low hanging number-
plate holder) could be better.

Even so, the bike looks
far more trail suitable than
Yamaha’s existing green
laner, the bulbous XT-R,
and could turn out to be a
worthy replacement for the

much-loved TT-R.

Along with the WR250R,
Yamaha are also building a
250X supermoto version
with 17in wheels, all-black
chassis, and an oversize
front disc.

Whether the bikes are
Japan-only models is
currently unclear, though
even if Yamaha do bring
the WR-R into the UK we're
unlikely to see the supermo-
to version over here. If nei-
ther bike is officially import-
ed then expect to see the
WR250R in grey import
dealers towards the end
of the year.

IN THIE
RED

Having initially delayed the
release of the 2007 CRF250X
due to existing stock of unsold
06 machines, Honda UK con-
tacted us recently to announce
the arrival of this year’s model.
The first batch of 2007 bikes
should be in Honda off-road
showrooms now (just in time
for ‘08!). For more information,
and your nearest dealer, phone
Honda UK on 01753 590510.

TBEM 13
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As we predicted back in issue
138, TM have launched a new
144cc two-stroke machine.
Despite the FIM claiming that
they have no plans to change
the existing capacity class
structure, the Italian company
continued development of the
144 and produced the first
customer machine, in MX
trim, at the beginning of April.
Instead of simply boring-out
their existing 125 engine, TM
redesigned the motor with a
new crank, head, cylinder
and piston, resulting in a long
stroke lump with a bore and
stroke of 56x58mm. Although

the first machine is in MX spec,

the capacity is more likely to
appeal to the less thumper-
obsessed enduro market and

an enduro version is expected
to be available shortly.

Sticking with the Italian
factory: spotted recently in
French magazine Moto Verte
was this ally-framed TM 450.

With its beam chassis look-
ing remarkably similar to that
of a Honda CREF, the bike is
thought to be a prototype 2008
model. But there’s no official
word on the project yet, so
watch this space...

Cover Note

We had a great response to our Carole Nash insurance competition
to win a year’s free off-road insurance. But as always there can be
only one winner and that is Alan Woods from London.

We asked ‘How many thousands of riders are insured through
Carole Nash?’ the answer being 240 (that’s 240,000 riders).

Like many others, Alan found the answer by

logging on to carolenash.com.

So if you weren’t lucky enough to win
you can get a quote for your dirtbike
insurance by phoning Carole Nash

on 0800 630 0036.
a4 TEBM

CAROLE NASH

SNIPPETS

& ORANGES AND LEMONS
KTM UK have taken over

the distribution of Husaberg
machines. Previous importer
Dave Clarke Racing will
continue as an official ‘Berg
dealer, offering technical
support and running Husaberg
UK's race efforts, and existing
customers are likely to be
unaffected by the change.

For a full dealer listing contact
KTM on 01280 709500 or check
out husaberg.com.
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& IT’S A RINGER

Okay, who fell for last issue’s
hilarious April Fool's joke?
Yep, our news story about
dirtbikedingdong.co.uk, the
dirtbike ringtone website, was
nothing more than an elaborate
hoax set-up by the warped
minds at TBM Towers - as
anyone who logged on to

the site will have found out.
Though you surely couldn’t
have been taken in by the
Dougie Lampkin testing on
the moon story... Could you?
My how we laughed...

& OPEN ALL HOURS

Brand new solus KTM dealer,
the KTM Centre, is holding an
open day on 19 May. Amongst
the attractions at the Hemel

Hempstead dealership will be

test rides on KTM's road mod-
els and the chance to win a trip
to the KTM factory and ride the
enduro bikes in Austria. Great
Dakar fin-
will be there

Britain’s only fe
isher, Patsy Qu
with her awesom 5 rally
bike. For more details call the
KTM Centre on 01442

www.worevents.com

2007 CHAMPIONSHIPS

Championship 1:
The Famous Motul GB Hare Scrambles

Working with the leading brand in the competitive UK oil market,
MOTUL, will see the prestigious GB HARE SCRAMBLE series return
with the fluid giants as the title sponsor. This is MOTUL's fourth year
involved with this ground breaking series that has set the scene for
many of the other multi lap championships taking place in the UK.

To keep this years championship at the cutting edge is the fact that it
is now a 3 round series with all to count. Aimed at being the most
professional series, The 2007 MOTUL GBHS will commit to second
to none press/web advertising, along with a £1500 prize fund for the
new Open Class (consisting of all Expert riders and any Pro’s with a
sub class for Best Expert 2t and 4t).

With £500 a time up for grabs at the 3 rounds for the winner of the
Open Class, Experts, Clubmen, Veterans, Sportsman, Ladies, and
Multiple Junior classes (inc junior quads) will all receive special “racer
pack” prizes and silverware awards to go with their titles of course.

With the best hare scramble and off road enduro circuits in the UK
and top notch organisation coupled with prestigious press coverage.

Round 1 Powys Sat/Sun 12/13 May 2007

Round 2 Denbighshire  Sat/Sun 7/8 July 2007

Round3 ?77? Sat/Sun 22/23 Sept 2007

Saturday

JUNIOR:

6 Classes min age 8 yrs, max 16 yrs (16 and over ride adult)

Solo upto 11yrs  2hrs 12.30pm Quad upto 11yrs 2hrs  9.30am
Solo upto 13yrs  2hrs 12.30pm Quad upto 13yrs 2hrs  9.30am
Solo upto 16yrs  2hrs 12.30pm Quad upto 16yrs 2hrs  9.30am
Sunday

ADULT (5 Classes + 2 Sub Classes) ADULT (3 Classes)

Open Class 3hrs 12.00pm SPORTSMAN 2hrs  9.30am
Clubman 4stroke 3hrs 12.00pm LADIES 2hrs  9.30am
Clubman 2 stroke 3hrs 12.00pm NOVICE 2hrs  9.30am

Over 35 veterans  3hrs 12.00pm
Over 45 veterans 3hrs 12.00pm

%MICHELIM

Championship 2:

The Michelin Endurance Challenge 2007
Once again working with a market leader in UK, this time for Tyres,
MICHELIN the country’s most popular tyre choice have linked with WOR
Events and are pleased to announce details of the forthcoming 4 round
series. The championship will run from June 2007 through to September
2007 and will take place in Shropshire, N Wales & M Wales.

The format is simple, 4 individual Endurance events with all the rounds
to count... One is a 6 hour Iron man event (2 man teams will also be
allowed in this although only iron men would score champ points) and
the other three events will be straight 4 HOUR races. The classes will be
kept simple with OPEN/CLUBMAN/VETERAN/ SPORTSMAN variations.
All the events are on a Sunday with the Saturday before seeing a 4 round
MICHELIN YOUTH ENDURO series take place with the same classes as
the junior GBHS series.

The main criteria for the prize fund will be tyres along with quality
silverware, great press coverage and of course a prestigious title.

Round 1 Sat/Sun  23/24 June 2007

Round 2 Sat/Sun 28/29 July 2007

Round 3 Sat/Sun 1/2 Sept 2007

Round 4 Sat/Sun 8/9th Sept 2007 (All to count)

CZEX2ES

Championship 3: The GasGas Motos UK
Cross Country Series

GAS GAS MOTOS UK will be the sponsor to the new 5 round XC series
taking place from March 2007 through till October 2007. Events will be
on Sundays only and will be Multi lap off road cross country circuits ran
over various venues and lap distances, with a 2hr class in the mornings
for Beginners/Ladies/Novice & Youths (13-16). Then in the afternoon a
2.5hr event will cater for Open/Clubman/Over 35/0ver 45 & Sportsman.
Just like in 2003 when WOR gave away a brand new Honda CR250 to the
winning clubman in that year's championship and in doing so raised the
whole profile of the sport in the UK, this year sees a return to the “Bike
Give Away” with the lucky rider winning a brand new 2t GAS GAS. It
could be anyone....It could be you!!!!!

Round 1 18th March 2007
Round 2 29th April 2007
Round 3 27th May 2007
Round 4 12th Aug 2007
Round 5 21st Oct 2007

(4 to count)

All details and info including a full 2007 race calendar can be found at

www.worevents.com or email entries@worevents.com tel 07929 902692
Recerx YERONs <=7 NI OrNISIRIE R cERE sl

Every rider in any championship this year will need to be affiliated and registered with WOR to obtain their race number and licence for the year




anna’ bag yourself some hot-poop
new Moose Racing riding
very same stuff that Dav

sporting for '07?

Well, it just so happens that TBM have teamed
up with the official Moose Racing UK importer
Dirtbikestore.com to offer one lucky reader the
chance to win a complete set of Moose’s brand
new M1 clobber, worth over £144.00!

The prize consists of racing jersey, pants
and gloves and the winner will be able
to choose their preferred colour scheme
from either Knighter’s blue/ white
ensemble (as pictured) or red,
orange, stealth (grey to you and
me), yellow or lime.

All you've got to do to be in
with a chance of winning the
booty is clip the corner of this
month’s TBM (to collect the
token) and send it in to us
along with your name,
address and contact telephone
number and we’ll enter you
into the free draw.

Remember - if you don’t
include your phone number we
won't be able to enter you into the draw
as the winner will be notified by phone.

Closing dates for entries is Monday, 21 May
2007. We'll then draw one lucky winner from
the trusty TBM crash helmet. That's it...

Oh, and for those of you not lucky enough
to win, you can buy online at dirtbikestore.com
or call 01278 424979. Good luck!

Send your token and details to:

TBM Moose Competition
PO Box 9845

London

wi3a awpP

Terms & Conditions:

No entries will be accepted after the final closing
date of 21 May 2007. TBM is no responsible for
postal delays that could affect your entry being
lost or arriving late. All entries must contain one
original token (no photocopies accepted) plus all
specified contact details - incomplete or incorrect
entries will not be entered into the draw. TBM’s
decision is final and no correspondence will be
entered into. No cash alternatives will be offered
and TBM reserve the right to withdraw, alter,
amend or substitute any part of the prize.

This draw, plus its terms and conditions, will

be governed by English Law. So There.







