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What Price FrEEdnm? (With apologies to Rick Sieman)

t's a lovely sunny day in 2025 - a perfect day for a

trail ride. The rider gets himself kitted up remem-

bering to properly position his heart monitor in his
interactive body armour. This device transmits his blood
pressure and heart-rate (via a GPS link), direct to his
insurance company’s head office. Hes only allowed
three days every month when his heart rate is permitted
to exceed 160bpm without breaking the terms of his
insurance contract and incurring additional costs.
Today looks like being one of those days...

Inside his garage sits a pristine Electrawatt VX160
Volta. On a full charge, this baby kicks out the equiva-
lent of nearly 16hp via its twin liquid-cooled electric
zirtium-carbide motors. Over in the corner underneath
a crumpled dust-sheet sits a classic dirtbike. It's one
of the pretty orange KTM 525s left over from the days
when KTM still made dirtbikes and off-roaders were
permitted to be powered by fossil fuel. With its 45hp
thumper motor that baby could really give your
heart a good workout.

The rider allows himself a nostalgic chuckle about
the time almost 15 years ago when he wheelied it the
full length of a public track and was spotted by a remote
enforce-o-cam and was issued with an on-the-spot fine
for disobedience by a nearby trail-warden. Nowadays
you weren’t permitted to start combustion engined
machines without the appropriate local authority
licence. Going trail-riding on one was likely to get
you thrown in choky.

The rider swipes his personal ID card through the
Electrawatt’s log-in - registering him with the Govern-
ment’s pay-as-you-ride scheme and automatically
sending his bike’s co-ordinates to the DVLE (the dept
for Driver Vehicle Licensing Enforcement). As he keys
in his personal pin number the information on the dials
tells him that he’s got a full four hours of playtime left
this month.

No time to waste, he straps on his compulsory air-
bag equipped full-face helmet with its head-up display
indicating his maximum permitted speed in a ‘controlled
neighbourhood’ and whirrs silently out onto the road.
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A holographic projection in his line-of-sight reminds him
of the costs he’s incurring as he travels. Not far from his
house is the start of a great trail. This one’s a corker, for
it’s one of the few remaining dirt ones which hasn’t
been rubber-coated and is almost 800m long. As the
rider opens the throttle he feels the machine respond
beneath him, feels the electronic suspension reacting
instantly to the bumps and pot-holes, and feels the
eco-b9 tyres biting into Mother Earth. Today is one

hell of a good day.

Rounding a corner in the trail the rider spots a
puddle - this being one of the few tracks yet to be
artificially drained - and he cracks open the VX's
throttle. With an almost inaudible hum the bike
responds, lifting its front wheel over the water and
instantly triggering the safety alarm and an audible
warning in the head-up display. But today the rider
doesn’t care, once over the water he rolls on the throttle
even harder. The warning becomes louder now and as
his speed creeps up 20mph...25mph...30mph...35mph
(20mph faster than the permitted maximum) he revels
in the way that the bike seems to float over obstacles
and the suspension begins to work in harmony with
the carbonite-honeycomb chassis.

With a big smile on his face he reaches the end of
the lane and spins the bike around for another go at
it. Riding the lane three more times, each time faster
than the last, he eventually decides its time to move on
and heads off to tackle some of the easier rubber-lined
lanes nearby:.

Meanwhile, back at his house his computer screen
flickers momentarily as four e-speeding fines drop
silently into his inbox and are directly debited from
his bank account. By the time he gets home he’s been
banned from driving for the statutory 18 month period.
Yup... No doubt about it, today is going to be one hell of
a memorable day...

TBM urges all its readers to oppose this Government's

‘road pricing’ scam...
S| MELBEIR
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We don't do triples: Welcome to l
the rock-hard race-track of the
World Enduro Championship.
Former MX world champ Fred
Bolley has joined the WEC circus
for 2007... Pi id
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Who needs berms to get fully |
cranked in the turn, when a set Z
of spiked tyres and an ice-racing
bike will do the job... How low

is that? Pic: Jaakko Kantola/
e Red Bull Photofiles

tel 01298 766813 www.gasgasuk.com
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Easy Does it... This year’s Hell's

~ | Gate extreme enduro offered up

. plenty of awkward challenges

¢ including this tricky little water-
fall descent. Report starts on

. p112.Pic: Jonty Edmunds
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SNEAK PREVIEW

Spotted at the recent
WEC preview event

in San Remo, Italy,

was this CH Racing
Moto Rally Husqvarna,
modified to take part
in the FIM Italian Moto
Rally series. Check out
the big tank, lowered
suspension and neat
underslung exhaust...

..And also finally
putting in an appear-
ance was Sherco’s
long-awaited new 250
thumper - watch out for
a TBM test real soon...

Now in its fourth year, the Inter-
national Historic Motorsport
Show 2007 will feature over 450
exhibitors, four live events and
a motorsport auction.

Taking place 23-25 March at
Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, the
live events include a classic rally
car demonstration, historic kart
racing and a pre-1965 classic
indoor motorcycle team trial.

Bike attractions include classic
racing bikes, trials bikes plus
hillclimb, sprint and grasstrack

machines. Adult one-day tickets
cost £18 in advance, £20 on the
day, with the price including
admission to the live events.
Check out historicmotor-
sportshow.com for details.
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TBM'’s favourite flame-
haired explorer Lois
Pryce has finally made it
back to Blighty safe and
sound after her gruelling
African adventure.

Her latest escapades
will again be exclusive-
ly featured in TBM in il
the coming months,
but in the meantime

TBM has a copy of her just-released
book - Lois on the Loose - signed by
the fair lady herself to give away to

one lucky reader.
All you've got to do to be in

with a chance of winning is answer
the following question: ‘On which
bike did Lois complete her previous
adventure from Alaska to Chile?’

Email your answer to us at:
lois@trailbikemag.com no later
than 20 March 2007. One correct

answer will be selected at random
and the winner will be notified by

phone, so don’t forget to include
your name and number.

If you're not lucky enough to win,
Lois on the Loose is available now in
all good bookshops, priced £7.99.
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SNIPPETS

& SPRING SALE
Well-established Peak District
trail riding company OTT
are selling up. The sale will
include a selection of new
Yamaha WR250/450s, a full
range of riding equipment,
nearly five years’ worth
of customer database, infor-
mation on a cnmpr(-h(-nsi\'o
trail network plus the OTT
brand name.

Optional extras include
a couple of Suzuki DR-Z400s
plus four fully-trained guides
could be available if required,
to either work for the new
owners or facilitate a smooth
transition.

For more info, please call
Boyd on 01625 668966 or check
out overlandertrailtours.co.uk.

& QUICK SAND
Ever fancied doing the Dakar
Rallye but can’t afford it? Why
not try the next best thing - a
full-on desert tour of Morocco
with none other than British
Dakar veteran Patsy Quick.
Taking place 11-17 May
2007, this unique trip will take
in everything from the High
Atlas Mountains in the south
to the famous Erg Chebbi
dunes, following some of
Patsy’s favourite Dakar routes.
Only 15 places are available
- for more info, call Patsy on
07711 167183.

& ALL CHANGE

The 2007 Dirt Bike Show at
Stoneleigh Park is moving
from its traditional mid-
November slot to early
December in order to avoid
a date clash with the NEC
Motorcycle Show.

This year’s show will run
from Thursday 6 to Sunday
9 December. For more info
go to dirtbikeshow.co.uk.

DISPATCH RIDERS

French vehicle manufacturer Citroen has just launched their brand
new Dispatch van range. With a sat nav and tracking system fitted

as standard, prices start at £13,670 (plus VAT and delivery).

Check out citroen.co.uk for more info, and watch out for a TBM test...

RALLY

TBM is proud to announce
its sponsorship of the 2007
Tarrenig Rally, taking place
on Sunday 6 May.

In its second year, the Hafren
Dirt Bike Club event will consist
of a 35-mile lap with three

cial stages, and a mix of

e roads, flowing forest
tracks and open hillside, all
within the beautiful Mid-Wales
countryside - similar to the
famous Hafren Rally but
hopefully not as cold!

There will be separate classes
for both trail and enduro bikes
plus a dedicated beginners’ class
for new riders, who will start at
the back of the entry so they
won't get caught up with th
quicker folk out there. The
also be the usual social get-
together beforehand on the

turday night in Llanidloes.

Entry is £55 and the event
is expected to fill up fast. So
get those entries in quick!

You can download regs from
hafrendbc.co.uk or send an
to Kate Jones, Cefn Gwilgy F
Gorn Road, Llanidloes, Powys
SY18 6LA. Alternativel

The TBM Crew will be in atten-
dance, so we'll see you there!
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Offroad Events (WOR) have announced that they’ll
be running not one, but three major championships
this year.

laking a welcome return is the renowned Motul
GB Hare Scrambles three-round series, offering a £3000
prize fund for the Pro class and a ‘racer pack bonus’
for the overall winners in all of the respective classes,
which includes a set of tyres, chain and sprocket set,
brake pads, oils, a complete set of plastics and three
free entries for the rest of the season!

For those who like their enduros that bit tougher,
the four-round Michelin Endurance Challenge includes
a six-hour Ironman challenge.

Finally there’s the Gas Gas Motos five-round UK
XC series, run on cross-country, multi-lap circuits.

For more details, log onto worevents.com.

ON THE JOB

If you fancy a sales job with a difference then look
no further - TBM is currently recruiting for an
advertising sales exec for TBM and its sister title
Supermoto Magazine.

You'll be joining the existing editorial team based
in West London and you should have a background
in media sales and the ability to develop new
business while maintaining existing client relations.

Of course you'll be smart, professional and
enthusiastic, and know your way around a
computer. And it goes without saying a passion
for all things dirtbike related would be useful too!

Salary is commensurate with experience and for
the right candidate there may be opportunities to
help out with photoshoots. Oh, and excellent tea-
making skills are a must...

To apply, send us your CV at:
job@trailbikemag.com or write to us at:

TBM, PO Box 9845, London, W13 9WP.

SALES FORCE

The first set of reg-
istration figures for
2007 are just out,
and overall motor-
cycle sales are up
an encouraging six
percent on this time
last year.

The Adventure
Sport category
leads this positive
trend, up some 46
percent on January
2006, with the
Suzuki DR-Z400SM topping the chart after ending
‘06 in fourth place.

And having been knocked off its pedestal the mighty
BMW R1200GS is now residing down in... fourth place!
This is the first time since its launch back in 2004 that
the monster Beemer hasn’t occupied the top spot,
though we expect to see it rapidly climbing the chart..!

Over in the Trail / Enduro sector figures show a 17
percent drop on the same time last year, but in real
terms that only means a drop of 129 registrations
from this time last year and it’s still early days...

Perhaps more alarming (depending on your point

of view) is that the
ADVENTURE SPORT Chinese Urban DZ125
Suzuki DR-Z40OSM has finally made it
2 Triumph Tiger 1050 to the top of the
3 Yamaha XT660X Trail / Enduro table
4 BMW R12006S with ten more regis-
5 Kawasaki Versys trations than the
TRAIUENDURO second-placed
Urban DZ125 Yamaha XT660R.
Yamaha XTG60R
Yamaha WR250F
Yamaha DTI25R 4 e 1
Honda XRI125L tied in fifth place with
POR Apache 125 Honda’s previously
class-leading XR125L.

AND THE WINNER 1S
e

We had an overwhelming
response to our Kriega competi-
tion in the last issue, but sadly
there can only be one winne
So congratulations to Danny
Broughton from Market
Harborough in Leicesters
Danny, who's currently
injured after a big crash on
his KTM 525EXC, said ‘I'm
absolutely made up - it's a
fantastic get-well present, so
thanks very much TBM and
Kriega’. That's quite alright mate!
For those of you not lucky
enough to win, you can buy online
at kriega.com or call 01829 741223.

And the Chinese
POR Apache 125 is

Top US
Motocross rider
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HQ-X Carbon Fibre Race Helmet £219.99

For more information on HJC helmets call
01993 862 300 or visit www.oxprod.com

New dealers throughout i

the UK are welcome







