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ONCE IN A LIFETIME} Husqvarna
s EVERTS » 8l Power Slide into 2007

:STEWART :CARMICHAEL}:

The 2007 Husqvarna Off Road range is now ready
and will be arriving at the dealers in September.

With the stunning new Red/White colour scheme, a host of technical
revisions and a new pricing policy, the 2007 Husqvarna range offers ultra
competitive motorcycles at ultra competitive prices.

Now there really are no excuses...

Ride Husqvarna, Play Different.

DEALER

Meredith Motocross Ltd 0844 545 0412 5§ Racing Shropshire 0844 545 0429
A4 Moto Berkshire 0844 545 0391 Freestyle Ltd Sussex - East 0844 545 0402
St Blazey Moto-X Cornwall 0844 545 0430 QB Motorcycles Ltd West Midlands 0844 545 0420
SR Performance Derbyshire 0844 545 0428 Bike Tech Wiltshire 0844 545 0396
Albion Motorcycles Ltd Devon 0844 545 0392 NTB Racing Yorkshire - North 0844 545 0440
Mr Scooter Dorset 0844 545 0416 Cobb & Jagger Ltd Yorkshire - West 0844 545 0398
GH Motorcycles Essex 0844 545 0404 The Off Road Action Shop Gwent 0844 545 0431
Just Bikes Essex 0844 545 0408 ATV Adventure Xtreme Ltd Scotland 0844 545 0394
Husky Sport Hampshire 0844 545 0400 Tom Adamson Motorcycles Scotland 0844 545 0432
Infinity Motorcycles Ltd Hampshire 0844 545 0407 Trevs Motorcycles Guernsey 0844 545 0434
Dave Fox Motorcycles Kent 0844 545 0401 Paul Dedman Motorcycles Isle of Man 0844 545 0417
Motosupplies Lancashire 0844 545 0415 Bobs Motorcycle Centre Jersey 0844 545 0397
Motorcyce HQ Middlesex 0844 545 0414 HM Motorcycles Ireland 00353 429 338811
Keep Biking Ltd Northants 0844 545 0410

Summer Madness!!! - Great prices on 2006 models
Book now to guarantee your place at the 60th Motocross Olympié

Tickets available from
www.mxofnations.com or call 0845 456653

)

WRI125 WR250 TE250 TE450 TESI10
NOW JUST £3699.00!* NOW JUST £3999.00!* NOW £4499.00!* NOW £4599.00!* NOW £4699.00!*
> itﬁ/ All prices quoted are ‘Ready to Ride’ MSRP which includes PDI, First Registration Fee and 12 months Road Fund License

Play Different

www.husqvarna-moto.co.uk
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Winning Isn’t Everything

hey say that ‘second place is first loser’. It's
I one of those meaningless slogans dreamt up

by a bloke with an arm full of tribal tattoos
and a head full of Nike Air. And while it may help
flog a few overpriced T-shirts to people whose idea
of looking cool is to nail their eyebrows to their
forehead, thankfully it’s not a code by which anyone
with a shred of moral conscience lives their lives.

I mean it must be great being the winner (I'm
assuming, ‘cos I've never actually won anything
on a motorcycle), but it’s not the be-all-and-end-all.
For the majority of people who live their daily lives
outside the empty cliches of marketing departments,
the world is a much more sanguine place. “Ya’ win
some, ya’ lose some’ might be a more appropriate
phrase - though in my case ‘ya’ lose some, ya’ lose
some more’ is strictly speaking more accurate.

No matter... we bring up our kids to believe that
although they strive to win, it's no shame if they
don’t. It just encourages them to practice more and
try harder next time. So it’s a shame that importers
can’t be a bit more like a seven-year-old child - and
try again. One of the things I'm most proud of about
TBM is that we always attempt to establish some
sort of winner in our multi-bike shootouts. It's not
a definitive claim that ‘this bike’s good and that bike
sucks’, but more of a carefully considered opinion
arrived at, after riding various machines back-to-
back (usually with a number of different riders), and
occasionally having raced them and/or measured
their respective outputs on a dyno. After all we're
a consumer magazine peddling consumer advice.

Consumers deserve to reap the benefit of that advice.

And the most persistent question asked of us is...
which bike should I buy?

Of course we could fudge the issue and do what
BotoX magazine did recently in a three-bike test
when they declared by way of startling conclusion:

Si Melber
James Barnicoat
Mel Falconer
Mark Williams, Chris
Evans, Jonty Edmunds, David Knight,
Mike Rapley, Kevin Hulme, Patman,
Cyril Despres, Kylie Maebus

TBM PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

Andy Riley
ISSN 1359-0324

=11,

Mel: 020 7903 3993

Natalie Watson
020 8840 6848

020 8840 4760/5066

‘Or you could just toss a coin to decide, that's
probably easier.’

Putting aside the incongruous nature of such
glib comments (you try finding a three-sided coin),
the upshot of it is to render the test you've just been
trawling through, absolutely meaningless. I mean
are you really telling me that there’s nothing to
chose between different makes of bike in terms
of handling, power, weight, performance, ergos,
equipment, build quality, spares availability,
warranty, price, looks, residual values, ease of
maintenance or brand kudos? Because if that's the
case, then what’s the point of buying the bloody
magazine in the first place? And if there is a differ-
ence, well the reader needs to know about it.

Of course a cynic might say: show me a world
without winners and I'll show you a happy Ad Sales
Department. Because there’s no doubt some people
still believe magazine tests are weighted in favour
of frequent advertisers. Though of course that
argument rings a little hollow with TBM tests given
that a Sherco recently won our 450 shootout against
a KTM and a Honda - and Sherco just about never
advertise their bikes.

No, the trouble with picking winners is that by
inference there are ‘first and second losers’. And
while nobody likes their bike to come second in a
test, the fact remains that some bikes perform better
than others. And instead of whingeing about it and
accusing us of bias, importers could do a lot worse
than taking on board the comments and addressing
the problems at the factory. Because there’s no doubt
in my mind that the real winner is the manufacturer
who loses a test, listens to its customers and critics,
then goes away and makes their bike even better.

Sometimes in life it pays to be ‘first loser..."

S| MELBER

0207396 8000 Rowe The Printers

TBM
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12 NEWS

All the latest from the world of dirt bikes...

16 RIGHT TORIDE" _ .

Murky goings-on in the world of NERC...

20 FIRST CHECK =07 HONDAS

Testing Honda's new melal_

28 LETTERS

The word from the street (and the netl is-.

36 BUMBAG BODGES

TBM Reatlers'finest bumbag horges..

40 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans discovers not all donkey-work is boring...
42 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Williams bemoans the lack of test rides available...
44 THE PATMAN

When someone says, 1 beicha can't... just walk away...
48 DOING THE ROUNDS

Mark Williams gets the heads-up on Hertfordshire..
54 AIRS & RACES - PART 2

Seven sets of FIM tyres shoot it out for supremacy...
70 EASY, TIGERS...

TBM brings together five seconhand EASY RIDERS..
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80 TESTED #1
We test the Fox Rirframe hody armour..

82 TESTED #2

..and some Endura CoolMax hoxer shorts...

84 CARRY ON - MITSUBISHI L200

The latest version of the 1200 double cab pick-up..

88 TRICK BITS

More gadgets and gizmos for your gratification..
90 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter gets down and dirty, in his narﬂen!

92 RALLYE DOS SERTOES 3 .
Cyril Despres describes his dream ride in Brazil_
100 BRITISH ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP

Round 3, the Tywi Enduro..

106 WORLD'S APART - WTC HITS HAWKSTONE PARK
Behind the scenes all's not well at the top of the sport..
112 ACCESS ALLAREAS

Golding Barn Raceway in the South Downs..

114 0LD GOLD

This month, part 10f the Suzuki RL250 story-.

118 WHAT'S THE STORY?

Doug Theohald, Dot factory rider of the late ‘60s...




Vroom with a view: This is one
of the sights that'll greet you if
you're taking part in this year’s
Rally of Discovery - Cornwall. see
rallyofdiscovery-cornwall.co.uk
for more info... Pic: Louise Hillier




/' . Stairway to have-fun: This year’s
Red Bull Romaniacs extreme
rally had a surprise in store for

- competitors. KTM EXC sure beats
| aStannah stair-lift. Pic: ©Cyrille
Barthe/Red Bull Photofiles

£25 PER SESSION., AGE RESTRICTIONS APPLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY
NE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE OR CANCEL TEST RIDES AT ANY STAGE. OTHER RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

Are you “Ready to Race?” www.kt

125 SX, 250 SX,

250 SX-F, 450 SX-F,
125 EXC, 200 EXC,
250 EXC, 300 EXC,
250 EXC-F,

450 EXC RACING
AND 525 EXC RACING

TOUR DATES

TREVOR POPE MOTORYCLES -
TONY MOTO, WINCHESTER

y 02392 521111

ONE 11 MX -
PRESTON DOCKS, PRESTON

V48 0845 6121112

GEAR 4 MOTORCYCLES -
EAST TRAX, SUTTON BRIDGE
01778 345653

JIM AIM MOTORCYCLES -
ESSEX MX, NORTH WEALD
01787 460671

SUSSEX SPORTMOTORCYCLES -
GOLDING BARN, BRIGHTON
01444 871553







=11 NEWS

KTM has unveiled their brand new LC4
690 engine, and with it news of a
planned rally replica for 2007
utilising the new motor.
The recently developed 690
single cylinder powerplant will
offer reduced levels of vibrations,
especially at lower revs, and is claiming
a big increase in mid-range power.
The weight has been reduced by a claimed
three kg (when compared to the LC4-E),
plus there’s a six-speed gearbox and a
power assisted clutch that should reduce
the amount of lever pressure needed
to operate it by about a third.
The bike pictured is the factory
version, but the planned race
replica will be very similar
bar the graphics as
shown here.

(/ ’ This rally rep will be
O {\ ridden in the forthcoming
R Dakar Rally for the first time
i by the KTM factory team and
| customer bikes should be
b available from March next
B year. If you can’t wait that
long, get along to the EICMA
Motor Show in Milan in
November this year where it's
being previewed...

& BRIGHT SPARK

Following on from Plain and
Simple’s CRF spark arrestor
query in last month’s TBM,
Honda have looked into the

2170 quoted price and agreed
the cost is an anomaly. It'll be
reduced shortly.

Furthermore should any
reader come across any other
parts price discrepancies
please get in touch with us.

& MAKE IT BI6

There’s some last-minute
entries available for the TBM
sponsored Fred Rist Memorial
Irail Bike Trial on 17 Sept.

Organised by Neath MCC, the

event is a round of the British

Trail Bike Championships and

the route will be around 35
miles long, featuring sections
suitable for trail and enduro
bikes alike. Cost is £18 - call
Audrey Collins on 01639
882241 to arrange an entry.

< COME A CROPPER
The Yorkshire Enduro Club is
running their annual enduro
in Cropton Forest on Sunday
24 September. The course will
consist of a number of 20-mile
laps depending on class. All
classes from trail bike up to
championship will be
available.

Call Andrew Smith on
07776 403419 for more
details or for regs log onto
enduronews.com

& INSPECTOR GADGET

Oops. The number we

for Gadget Racing in r

to the ‘On Guard’ letter in
issue 131 was incorrect.
Gadget Racing can be reached

on 01205 359555. Sorry!

Italian manufacturer Husky have
unveiled their all-new, smaller,
fuel injected 250 and 450 motors.
Other developments include a car-
tridge gearbox and radial titanium
valves, with the 250 lump boasting
a claimed dry weight of just 22kg.
With production presently

pencilled in for Aug/Sept ‘08, the
new-engined bikes are expected in
early ‘09, although we reckon that
to stay competitive, an ‘08 launch

is what's needed.

Meantime, word is that the
planned 2008 450/510 bike will get
a heavily revised motor, new frame,
linkage and swingarm, plus there’ll
be a move back to using the smaller
fuel tanks, good news as we've
found the current 9L tank on our
TE250 a little on the large side.
Watch out for a complete body-
«. work overhaul as well, given
that the current design is
nearly four years old.

And UK Husqvarna
importers Husky Sport have just
confirmed official pricing for the
‘07 enduro range, with savings of
up to £750 on last year’s prices. The
new bikes will be available from
mid-September.

WRiI25 £4199

WR250 £4499
TE250 £4999
TE4AS0 £5299
TES10 £5399
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This is the official pre-production version of the re-designed XT electric &
bike from GoBlade (as reported in May’s issue). The only items left from

the original T-6 machine we tested back in November 2005 are the foot-

pegs and seat.

The 60v lithium ion powerplant is claimed to produce 28bhp and
have a 0-30 second time of four seconds, with a top speed of 45mph.
For the extended three-hour single charge runtime, re-charging is

AR

estimated at around an hour (from a standard plug socket) and should

cost around 50p in electricity to do so.

New features include the frame, digi speedo, different wheel / tyre

combos, fork leg protection and larger 250mm front brake disc. Limited
production is underway now and a street legal version is planned for
early '07. Expect a test of the new bike shortly...

BETPE AR

HARD

Frenchman Michel Gau managed to
hold off multi-WEC champ Gio Sala
to win the third Red Bull Romanics
enduro in Romania.

Unfortunately fellow countryman

and past double Red Bull winner
Cyril Despres had to retire on the
second day due to aggravating an

old injury.

Bucharest, the extreme
six-day event took
place across the South
Carpathian Mountains,
consisting of mainly
technical single-track
going across rocky,
woodland terrain.

149

final showdown was

Starting out from

And as always the

PRO FINAL (TOP FIVE)

1 MICHEL GAU FRANCE KT
2 GIOVANNI SALA  ITALY KT
ANDORRA KTH

3 ALEX ANTOR
4 RIAAN VAN NIEKERK SOUTH AFRICA KTM 42

S DARRYL CURTIS SOUTH AFRICA  KTM

B Lo

1
T R TR S SR A

CORE

nothing short of spectacular, with
competitors doing battle over tree
trunks, wrecked cars, truck tyres,
ramps and walls, plus having to ride
to the top of an under-construction
six-storey building - check out the
Perspectives pages this month for
the action...

43300

PIC: HERWIGPEUKER.COM/RED BULL PHOTOFILES)

SHOW TIME

TBM have teamed up with the
International Motorcycle and
Scooter Show to offer three lucky
readers the chance to win a pair
of tickets to the UK’s biggest
motorcycle exhibition.

It all takes place from 28 October
to 5 November at the Birmingham
NEC and features live action demos
and have-a-go events, as well as an
exclusive race-paddock featuring
displays from some of the world’s
top race teams.

And for the first time ever there
will be the Thunderdome, an
action-packed bike stunt show.

To be entered into the draw to
win a free pair of NEC tickets, just
email show@trailbikemag.com with
your name, address and phone
number. For more info, check out
motorcycleshow.co.uk or call 0870
352 2006.

E-COMMERCE
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At last - the first online bike auction
site is here. First reported back in
TBM’s March issue, the new site
promises to be a ‘slick version of
eBay that’s just for bikers, built by
bikers’.

And to celebrate the launch,
you will be able to list any of your
bike-related item for free for the
first three months. Check out
e-bikes.co.uk now...

This autumn, the fashion is retro - in true Norman
Retro Enduro style. Taking place in Beauval en i
Caux near Dieppe in Normandy on 15 October

this classic event, now in its second year, is four

laps of a 25km route in beautiful French country-

side with a timed special stage on each lap.

There are three classes - pre ‘76, ‘77-'78 and
‘80-'82. Bikes must be road registered, MOT’d ,‘
and taxed, have basic on/off lights fitted front
and rear, and a horn. No monoshock, water-
cooled or disc brake machines are allowed.

The event attracts the likes of Arthur Browning,
Dave Bickers and Johnny Giles, and is a very £
relaxed, weekend-long affair, with dinner, music, 8
entertainment and bar on the Saturday night. A :
central parking and camping area is also available.

To enter, call Marion Bazire (who speaks good
English) on 00 33 235 328169 and leave a message.
Cost is 42 euros per rider. Hope to see you there...

COWM CRISIS

A teenage rider tragically lost his life during a practice
session at Cowm Quarry in Rochdale, Lancashire, on
Thursday 10 August.

15-year-old Matthew Entwistle, riding with a friend,
appeared to lose control of his 125 KTM ‘crosser and
plunged down an 80 foot drop, suffering multiple
injuries, and was pronounced dead at the scene by
paramedics.

The Rossendale Mountain Rescue Team and police
also attended the scene where Matthew’s body was
recovered shortly after 6.30pm. Rescuers said the slope
ran down about 60 feet, but then turned into a 20-foot
vertical drop.

The 150-acre quarry has hosted trials championships
for the last three years and is a well known off-road
riding centre. All practice sessions have been cancelled
until further notice. Our thoughts are with Matthew’s
friends and family at this difficult time.

AROUND
THE
WORLD

It's your last chance to
win one of three copies of
the official ‘Mondo
Enduro’ book, plus the
supporting DVD (with
new cover and 16-page
booklet).

All you have to do is
guess how many ‘Mondo’
miles the boys clocked up
between London and
Uzbekistan.

And seeing as most
of you who have entered
so far have been a way
off the mark, here’s a
multiple choice answer to
make things a bit easier:

Improving motorcycle
industry sales have gone
up one percent from last
month, and are now two
percent ahead from this
time in 2005.

Recovering from last
month’s nine percent
drop the Trail/Enduro
sector figures have risen
by one percent this time
around, although the
Adventure Sport boom
may have subsided, now
ten percent down from
the same time last year.

Both sectors remain
stable at present with
no new entries, although
over in the Trail/Enduro
chart the Suzuki Van Van
has beaten Yamaha's

Was it:
A - 5964 miles

B - 17960 miles

C - 9279 miles

Email us your answer
to mondo@trailbike
mag.com and don’t forget
to include your full name,
address and contact
number. Winners will be
announced in the next
issue. Good luck!

And if you're not lucky
enough to win, try rip-
pingyarns.com and aim-
image.com/shop to order
the book /DVD online.

WR250F into second
place this month by 13
units. And the BMW 1200
GS still reigns supreme
at the top of its table with
yet another 121 machines
sold - outselling the top
performing sports tourer,
the Honda CBF 1000 - by
an impressive 213 units.
figures as follows...

ADVENTURE SPORT

1 BMW R120065 980
2 BVMW R12006S5 ADV 499
3 Honda XL125V 395
4 Suzuki 650 V-Strom 281
5 Suzuki DR-Z 4008 245

TRAIVENDURD
Honda XR125L 572
Suzuki RVI25 229
Yamaha WR250F 216
Urban DZ125 205
Yamaha XTI125R 2m
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Mark Williams reports on murky goings-on
in the world of NERC...

ell NERC is a reality now... Or is it?
Rather depends on where you live
is the true answer. Because here

in Wales the bill has yet to be ratified by the
Welsh Assembly. According to a written reply
from my local Assembly Member Lisa Davies,
and a tabulated schedule of the Bill’s various
clauses which she enclosed, the relevant sections
61 and 62 are ‘Not in force’ here in the principal-
ity and the suggestion is that they won’t be rati-
fied until November.

The upside of this is of course that we who
live here can carry on riding RuPPs for a couple
more months before they become RBs. The
downside being that even more riders will
descend on this beautiful part of the world,
often in large, organised groups, causing ire
amongst many locals and any bobble-hats they
come across. And as I reported in July’s Right
To Ride, local councils, particularly those in
Mid-Wales, are zealously slapping TROs on
any BOAT or UCR they want to stop us riding
along... often on fairly spurious grounds.

These grounds can be challenged if we've
been given notice of a proposed TRO, but get-
ting that notice involves keeping an eagle eye

The upside of this is of course that we
who live here can carry on riding RuPPs
for a couple more months before they
become RBs. The downside being that
even more riders will descend on this
beautiful part of the world, often in
large, organised groups, causing
ire amongst many locals and
any bobble-hats they come across.

16 TBM

on the ‘public notices’ classifieds in the relevant
local ‘papers, or demanding - as some TRF
groups have - that councils notify them accord-
ingly... Which they are then bound to do. And
in the case of Wales, any council wishing to
impose more than three consecutive TROs

on a byway has to apply to the Welsh Assembly
for permission, which provides another opportu-
nity for scrutiny.

NERC Notes

As mentioned in July’s TBM, there is now

an onus on interested parties to record signifi-
cant vehicular use on erstwhile RuPPs over the
past five years and in the case of TRF members,
forward it to their regional RoW
Co-ordinators. This in turn may be used
to justify legal claims against Restricted
Byway status and lead eventually

to them becoming BOATs. But
it’s a quite demanding and time-
consuming process which
many local TRF groups just
can’t be bothered with -
as cynicism over the -
passage of NERC and ==

our impotent protests against it have set in.

But as one TRF member from the West
Country pointed out, “You might find it instruc-
tive to ask your local police/Crown Prosecution
Service if they have any intention of enforcing
NERC providing responsible use of RBs contin-
ues. You also might find it instructive to ask
your local RoW department what steps they
have taken to establish which routes were
mainly used by vehicles post Foot & Mouth?’

The reason being that there was no such
thing as private use of a public carriageway,
eg: a RuPP, prior to NERC and anyone - farmer,
postman, householder, site workers etc - paid
their road and council taxes for the right to
travel along them. Effectively extinguishing
that right is one thing, prosecuting people still
exercising it to go about their daily business
is another. If, and it's a big ‘if’ considering how
some people have abused green lanes, trailriders
using them recreationally in, say, ones and twos
at sensible speeds, will authorities want to set
awkward legal precedents by prosecuting them?

And of course those farmers, postmen etc,
traveling along a RuPP
should have their
journey recorded by
anyone gathering
evidence for any legal
challenge to RB status.

Conspiracy Theory?

Talking of legal challenges, Devon TRF Group
are considering a judicial review against their
local county council (DCC) over the granting
of a TRO in a case which could have repercus-
sions countrywide.

Hiller Lane is a fairly unremarkable, but
useful half-mile of UCR which runs from GR
887706 to 891711 in the parish of Haccombe-
with-Combe, near Newton Abbot. The familiar
complaints of unlicensed, often under-age riders
on noisy ‘trials bikes’ (!) were brought up at
a parish council (PC) meeting in April 2003,
but after some successful police prosecutions,
complaints diminished. The ‘problem’ was
nonetheless regularly raised at subsequent
meetings, but after consultation DDC High-
ways officers advised that there was insufficient
grounds for downgrading Hiller Lane to a bri-
dleway, as requested by the PC.

Turning down DCC’s offer to erect ‘Unsuitable
for Motors’ signs at parish’s expense, the PC
submitted the matter to the next level of the
DCC hierarchy, the Chief Highways Engineers,
who basically reinforced the previous view,
adding that such downgrading ‘would not
reduce illegal use.’

The DCC councillor in whose ward the parish






