ZRIDURD MABAZL

Perfert

BALANCE

and.strength -

Used gty RansrS Mlaiaeas Zuzryl/ o nlircuit Kowosoki, . ‘ .
Ty oy, Mike Brown, Ryan Hug , “Jw]_“‘)

oy [l ‘Dowd and B Ruting’ ¥ N ES & r | . 2\ WEGRED.
Eﬂ%llghtzrthunmll : Mo T AP NS s 'R N 5 SO RAEEIMIZS

“Ultralite” design redutes weight e | B J - et + T \\ 2500
Silver ich resists dirt build=up ‘ - : > ' i
Self-l

S, TN
3 < = =
i \\}"3&7

& -

AUG ‘06 £3.20 132

.
HAL WORLDWIDE
we BY =7 L\ IYL S lls 4
ZIUJIL ) PN OSSN J.}dej .'j,) d
’ I
y 779359

U o
LU

Plus |Lois onthe Loose - Kawasaki KT250



Putoline 0]

Trials and Motocross Lubes

100% SYNTHETIC 4 STROKE C

130 mea AP 36

(3)

For information on your nearest dealer please call 01778 394909 or sales@putoline.co. ik

| ACEIFD

UNIKO HANDGUARDS

DIMENSION HEADLIGHT

Bert Harkins Racing
Unit 2 Luton Ent Park Sundon Park Road Luton Beds LU3 3GU Tel 01582 491076 Fax 01582 499639 e-mail sales@bertharkinsracing.co.uk

TECNIK FRONT FENDER

31101

see more on  www.bertharkinsracing.co.uk

MX UNIKO HANDGUARDS ~ £21.99

THE UNIK O HANDGUARDS ARE CHARACTERISTICALLY
LIGHTWEIGHT AND RESISTANT. THEY CAN BE EASILY
MOUNTED ON EVERY HANDLEBAR WITH AN UNIVERSAL
MOUNTING KIT (INCLUDED).

DIMENSION HEADLIGHT  £59.99

THE NEW TWO-COLOUR RACING HEADLIGHT IS ONE OF
THE LIGHTEST AVAILABLE ON THE MARKET. ECE, DOT
AND SAE CER TIFIED, TOV CONSTRUCTION CERTIFIED.

TECNIK FRONT FENDER  £24.99
UNIVERSAL TWO-COLORED FRONT FENDER DESIGNED
TO GUARANTEE AN OPTIMAL AIR FLOW . CONSTRUCTED
IN TWO PARTS JOINED WITH SAFETY SCREWS, THE
FRONT PART CAN BE EASILY REPLACED .

ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE IN VARIOUS COLORWAYS



A Stroke of Genius...

T alking on the phone the other day to Honda's
press department, they confirmed that the
Big-H are set to stop manufacturing two-stroke
dirt bikes (of any kind) within the next two years
- and where Honda lead, others usually follow.

Not exactly earth-shattering news you may
think - the Japanese have been wedded to rather
more profitable off-road thumpers for some time,
and haven't built a two-stroke enduro bike since
Kawasaki finally pulled the plug on the aged
KDX220's life-support-system a coupla’ years
ago. But nevertheless sad news for fans of the
simple, lightweight, cheapish two-stroke dirtbike.
Though naturally enough it's good news for the
shareholders of Euro manufacturers like KTM,
Husqvarna, Gas Gas, and TM who'll surely con-
tinue peddling two-strokes for as long as they're
legally entitled to do so.

But what could be the reason for such a
swingeing cull of the two-stroke engine which
has served the Japanese MX departments so well
for the past 30-odd years? Well a glance at Honda
UK's recent sales figures may hold the answer. In
the last year (for which we have figures) Honda
sold more than a thousand CRF450R four-stroke
motocrossers compared with a fewer than a hun-
dred two-stroke CR250Rs. And you only have to
turn up at any club motocross meeting to realise
that the MX fraternity haven't just embraced the
four-stroke, they've got jiggy-jiggy with it in the
back of their alloy-wheeled Vitos. These days MX
tracks are groomed for the smooth-revving power
of thumpers. Turn up with any sort of two-stroke
and you may as well be riding an '84 Maico, such
are the looks you'll get in the paddock.

Yet, the same can't be said of enduro riders.

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams, cn_ris
Evans, Jonty Edmunds, David Knight, 020 8840 4760/5066

Mike Rapley, Lois Pryce, John Hulme,
The Patman, Jim & Dot Jones, Plainer

Andy Riley
Mel: 020 7903 3993
ISSH 1350-0324
) — Natalie Watson
y & 020 8840 6848

Spectating at this year's Welsh Two Day we were
amazed at the number of two-stroke Gassers
KTMs and even converted Japanese MXers ch
made up the entry. At a rough guess I'd say it
looked like strokers comprised at least 30-40 per-
cent of the field (though it could've been more),
which roughly equates with the proportion of
two-stroke enduro bikes available to buy new
compared with the number of thumpers to chose
from. And when you consider that two-strokes
receive very little in the way of development
spend and virtually no promotional budget,
that’s incredible. Currently sales of two-strokes
are increasing as a proportion of enduro bike
sales, while thumpers are on the decline...

So if Honda no longer want to produce the all-
conquering CR125R and 250Rs, then surely some
enterprising industrialist could arrange to buy
the 'moulds’ off Honda so that production of new
bikes (and spares) can continue for some time to
come. Better still, if that industrialist happened
to be an enduro manufacturer.

For years we've harboured dreams about
Honda launching a CR175X using a combination
of their lightweight CR125 and various enduro
components - neatly resurrecting a popular
enduro capacity class into the bargain.

But alas, I fear it may have to remain a dream...
Unless of course TBM bought the moulds and
began manufacturing the bikes ourselves. How
good would that be? Because alongside the
CR175X Clubman there'd be a screaming little
CR50X Editor Special, a bonkers Barni CR560X
Marauder, and a svelte little low-seat height
CR200X Minxy Mel - in bright pink - for the
ladies. Yep that about covers everything...

SiI MELBER

0207396 8000 Rowe The Printers

TBM

3051741.




Nice place to go fishing, or

perhaps sunbathe on the deck

of your motor boat. But riding

a dirt bike on those sodding

great rocks... Welcome to the
| Canadian round of the WEC!

Pic:Jonty -




FOR ALL MAKES + MODELS OF ENDURO — MOTO-X - TRAIL NEEDS + MORE
@ Husqvarna

% BIKE TECH

PR HD11_INE 01225 765765

Unbeatable opportunity to buy 06 stock
VAST CHOICE OF SECONDHAND BIKES/CLOTHING/ACCESSORIES
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE ITEMS
1 Power Box Cover - Exhausts - Fiywheel Weights - Engine Porting/Tuning - Rebuilds & Modifications
' X ¥ e UK’s Leading Gas Gas Enduro Specialists & Stockist
‘ ALL UK MODELS - BEST PRICES INC. SPARES PACKAGE + FULL SPARES & WORKSHOP BACK UP. FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - SERVICE & REPAIRS FORALL BIKES
"""""" Find us at Unit 9a, Dunkirk Business Park, Frome Road, Southwick, nr Trowbridge BA 14 8NL

2007 KTM EXC MODELS IN STOCK PLUS ALL NEW 250 EXC-F
OUR REGULARLY UPDATED WEBSITE PLUS DETAILS OF ABOVE OFFERS

e
ak

KTM EXC 250RFS, 625 SMC, 990 SUPER DUKE, 950 ADVENTURE, BETA Rev3 TRIALS DEMO BIKES AVAILABLE
Full range

o GOOD MONEY PAID
Beta Rev3 FOR NICE USED TRA"., ALL CRM
Triake Mine TRIALS & ENDURO podktioidy
“stock BIKES £££

OAKLEYS YARD, BEECH AVENUE, LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM HONDA CRM250

0115 973 2466

;




Touching the Void: Christian
Pfeiffer manfully wrestles with
the big BMW HP2 at the top of
one of Erzberg’s notorious climbs.

- Did he make it? What do you
reckon... Pic: Jonty



KTM have just confirmed the
official prices for their 2007
énduro range. All of the two-
strokes are up £50 on last year,
but the thumpers’ price tags

remain the same - with the
obvious exception of the all-
new DOHC 250EXC-E The
bikes are in the dealers now...

Fantastic scenery, great riding,
delicious food and decent beer
is what the Rally of Discovery is
all about. Taking place on Friday
22 to Sunday 24 September, the
two-day ‘treasure hunt’ style
rally will take in the beaches,
trails and picturesque villages
of Cornwall, and there’s even
prizes up for grabs each day.
The event is aimed at larger
trailies / touring bikes and
pillion passengers are welcome.
Entry fee is £290 and includes
three night's accommodation in
a three-star hotel, meals, prizes,
maps, breakdown support van

125EXC
200EXC
250EXC
300EXC
250EXC-F
400EXC
450EXC
S525EXC
S525XC

Listen up folks - this is your last
chance to get a whole year’s worth
of TBM for an amazing £33!

Subscribe before 1 September
and you'll still be able to get 12
issues of TBM delivered direct to
your door (that’s before it hits the
shop shelves) for the £33 ‘super
saver’ price.

Current subscribers can also
take advantage of the old rate by
renewing now, but you've gotta’
be quick! To subscribe, go to
trailbikemag.com and click on
the ‘Online Store’ button in the
top right-hand corner to place
your order securely online.

Or simply call 020 7903 3993 to
do it over the phone. Go to it...

Junior world trials champ
James Dabill has clinched
the European Trials Champ-
ionship after a spectacular
last round showdown.

The 20-year-old led the
series by a single point before
competing in the final round
in Tanval in the Czech
Republic, where he fought
hard over the tricky man-
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& WHAT A GAS

Fancy bagging a test ride on
the two-stroke ‘07 Gassers?
Southern-based cross country
race organisers Track n Trail
have teamed up with Gas Gas
UK to give riders the chance
to try out the EC250 and club-
man favourite EC200 at all
their forthcoming events. The
bikes will be available to test
after the main race - check out
trackntrail.biz for a calendar
of their events...

off his main rival, Frenchman
Jerome Bethune for a well-
deserved win. Well done mate!
Final Championship
Standings

James Dabill

Jerome Bethune

Daniel Oliveras

Michael Brown

Daniel Gibert

& SUPPORT GROUP

Help our ISDE teams and
have some fun into the
bargain by entering the
Mercian Dirt Riders’ hare
‘n” hounds, taking place on

To celebrate the official paperback publication of the classic Discovery TV 27 August.

series ‘Easy Riders - Mondo Enduro,” TBM has three copies of the book,
plus the supporting reissued DVD (complete
with new cover and booklet), up for grabs.

As featured in our “Trick Bits’ pages last
month, this shoestring-budget overland
travel tale won acclaim for its no-frills

approach to adventure motorcycling.
All you have to do to be in with a

shout of winning is answer this simple
question - ‘'How many ‘Mondo’ miles

was it from London to Uzbekistan?’
The closest three answers each win
a copy of the book and DVD.

Email us your answer to:
mondo@trailbikemag.com, and don’t

Laid out over a five-mile
route at Ty-R-Pwll Farm, near
Abergavenny, the event is
open to experts, clubmen,
veterans and sportsmen.

A large chunk of the £40 solo
entry fee (£50 after 11 Aug)
will go towards the ISDE UK
team fund and entry forms are
available from Gail Lucas on
07772 142030.

© EXTENDED PLAY
Yamaha’s XT660X zero /
low-rate finance scheme (as

forget to include your full name, address
and contact number. Winners will be
announced in the next issue. Good luck!
And if you're not lucky enough to
win, check out rippingyarns.com and
aimimage.com/shop to order the

book/DVD online.

featured in June’s TBM issue)
has been extended until the
30 September. There's three
packages on offer, depending
on your deposit - full details
are available from your near-
est Yamaha dealer.

and a t-shirt, There are only 60 1LY OF DIJCO
places available and entry is on
a first come first served basis -

GPS is compulsory.

Call Louise on 01872 554490
or check out the website at:
rallyofdiscovery-cornwall.co.uk.
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AMERICAN MIKE LAFFERTY IS
SEVEN-TIME US NATIONAL
ENDURO CHRMPION

WHAT WAS THE FIRST ENDURO BIKE
YOU OWNED?

It was a 1990 KTM 125 and it was the first
bike that I got sponsored. I had to buy it
but at a price a little less than dealer cost.
I had to work in my dad'’s garage to pay it
off, as well as going to school and riding.
Once I had worked the debt off I started
riding full-time, and have done so to this
day. I loved that bike, it was awesome.

In my local enduro series, out of 15 races
I won ten and finished as runner-up five
times.

WHAT WRAS YOUR FIRST ENDURO?
I was only 13 and I rode a YZ80 in an
event that my dad put on. It was a long
race, around 85-90 miles, and halfway
through I broke my footpeg off. It was
a sandy, \\'hun}wd—nut event, so it was
really hard with only one footpeg and

I really struggled

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE ENDURO?
I always look forward to the national
enduro event held in Georgia because
that's the place I won my first national
enduro \‘hun\plnn\hlp event in 97

before going on to win my first enduro
championship in the US. The races there
are often wet and that means riding on
slick red clay. It's a good established track,
quite open, and always a good event.

WHAT HARS BEEN THE HRARDEST
ENDURDO YOU HAVE EVER RACED?
The first six days I did was in Finland in
‘96 - it was brutal. I have done some very
difficult one-day events, but in Finland it
was nothing but sand and rocks all day
for six days. Ouch.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR BEST
EVER PERFORMANCE?

A few years ago when I was battling for
the GNCC title I fell during the summer
break and broke my shoulder. I missed

a round of the national enduro clmmps
and then my bike broke at the next event,
so I was tied for the championship with

three rounds remaining. But I managed
to win those last three events, as well
as riding well in the remaining GNCC
rounds, plus I also won the enduro title.
I was really happy with that 02 season
as it was also the first season that I rode
a four-stroke full-time.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

I’m not sure about just a single result

but the last few seasons have been
disappointing. I broke my collarbone

last year and now I have an injured

ACL ligament in my knee. Juha
(Salminen) was always going to be hard
to beat, there’s no doubt of that, but I had
some strong results early on in the season
and therefore felt that I had a legitimate
chance of winning. I know that I won’t do
both series for much longer so it has been
difficult to deal with. This year was one
of my last chances to win the GNCC title,
so to go out with an injury is really
disappointing.

WHAT HARAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

Probably the hardest crash I've had was
at the end of ‘04. I had wrecked my other
ACL ligament and when I came back for
the last three enduro races of the season

I crashed hard. I remember that there was
a tight turn on a paved road section and
1 grabbed way too much front brake, hit
the ground hard, shattered my humerus
bone and knocked myself silly!

WHAT IS YOUR MOST TREASURED
ENDURD MEMORY?

In 2002 I started riding and training a lot
more with Robby Jenks, which was good.
Instead of coming home after the GNCC
in Florida we decided to stay there for a
while. I won the Alligator Enduro later
that same week and then the second
round of the GNCC in Georgia. | stayed
in Georgia after that in readiness for the
national enduro event there, which I also
won. Each year we do the same now and
have a lot of fun

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR CRAREER?

I would have to say Alan Randt, my
mechanic. I've hung out with a lot of
riders over the years but Alan has helped
me the most. He’s not as good a rider as
I am and at first we would always butt
heads because I would be thinking ‘what
can this guy possibly teach me?’ But he’s
a great teacher and has certainly helped
me get to where | am today.

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

KTM'’s 400 four-stroke. I started riding it
when it first came out. But I would race
a 250cc two-stroke in the US enduro
championship and, if I had a good
enough points lead at the end of the
season | would ride the four-stroke and

have some fun. To this day | am more
comfortable on that bike than any other.
It has great power, slightly less than the
450, and it just works well for me.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED TERRAIN?
I like it when it’s slick and muddy, like
we get it in Georgia. I don’t like it when
it's dry and dusty but whenever it’s rain-
ing I'm happy. I just like soft soil that has
some moisture in it.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT NEED
MORE OF?

In the US enduro needs to be more
uniform, like other sports are. At the
moment there are too many different rules
and each race is different from the next.
The events need to be simpler, both for the
riders and those helping us and watching.
People need to know that at 2.00pm on
Saturday afternoon sign-up starts, that at
9.00am on Sunday morning the first rider
starts etc.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT

NEED LESS OF?

Old school guys believe that events
should be hard. There needs to be a
little less of that so that events are more
accessible for the 90 percent of the riders
who have to go to work on Monday
morning. Those riders don’t want to get
their butts kicked every weekend. If it's
a national event then the US clubs think
that the events need to be really tough
but it doesn’t need to be like that - it
can’t if the sport is to grow.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SPORT
OF ENDURD WILL BE LIKE IN FIVE
YERRS TIME?

I hope it will be a lot closer to enjoying the
level of popularity that the GNCC series
has at present. Land is something that
could be a problem though as enduro
events need more than cross-country
events. Enduros have great trails though,
not like in cross-country races that are
rough, rutted and not that much fun to
ride. If we can make the format of an
enduro simpler I'm sure that people
would rather do enduros with their
friends than get beat up doing a
cross-country race for three hours.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT TO
ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

I want to win as many national enduro
titles as I can - if I win this year I will have
equalled the record in the US of eight
titles. I want to keep going for at least
another two years and would like to do
well at specialist races like Red Bull Last
Man Standing and Endurocross. And to
keep racing while I'm enjoying it!

=1l

... But you'll have

to wait until next

month’s issue to find

out if you're one of the

three lucky winners of our

‘Win a Bumbag’ competition.

If you haven’t yet told us about your best bumbag

bodging exploits you've still got time. Get scrib-

bling as this will be your last chance - honest!
Just email letters@trailbikemag.com - and

even if you don’t win, you could see your story

in print as we’ll also be publishing a selection of

the best ones.

SOLDIERING O

Despite overall motorcycle sales dropping one percent
last month, they’re still one percent ahead of figures this
time last year.

But it seems as if the dreaded NERC Bill might be
beginning to bite in the Trail/ Enduro sector, as there
was a nine percent drop from the previous month’s
recorded figures.

And the Bill could also have helped the Suzuki’s
DR-Z 400SM’s entrance into the Adventure Sport chart
this month as more riders are perhaps considering the
supermoto angle as an alternative.

Over in the Trail / Enduro category and the battle
of the small-bore bikes continues with the Suzuki Van
Van taking third place from Urban’s DZ125 this month.

d another pint-sized contender - the Yamaha XT125R
- enters the fray in fifth position, seeing off the Beta
Rev3 trials bike.

» such movement
in the Adventure Sport
table, with the only
change to the line-up
being the Suzuki SM.
Not surprisingly the
Beemer
still on top with yet
another 140 units sold,
more than twice as
many machines as its
Adventure variant.

ADVENTURE SPORT
BMW RI200G6S
BMW R12006S ADV
Honda XL125V
Suzuki 650 V-Strom
Suzuki DR-Z4005M

TRAILVENDURD
Honda XR125L
Yamaha WR250F
Suzuki RVI25
Urban DZ125
Yamaha XTI25R

31078

H)Husqvarna
Summer Madness!

The successful Spring Madness
promotion has been extended
for the summer.

So with savings of up to £800
still available on 2006 model
Husqvarna enduro bikes, there
has never been a better time
to Play Different.

Call your dealer now, whilst
stocks last

Full details and dealer
listing online or call 0844 545 0450

for more information
www. husqvarna-moto.co.uk

Play Different







