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TRIALS IS COMING AGAIN

“winning is my only
reason for riding
especially when you
ot thousands
fiBritish fans 3
ﬁﬁ"ing you on”
L

Enhanced
Ignition Efficiency

Better Acceleration

Faster Starting &
Smoother Running

Longer Life

Better Fuel
Consumption

Trial World Championship AN L+MEVENT
TMX Grand Prix Great Britain -\ 1[VJ2006
Hawkstone Park 29/30 July 2006 & Tpktbtworid

Igniting New Standards

in High-Performance.

NGK Spark Plugs (UK) Ltd

Maylands Avenue Hemel Hempstead Herts HP2 4SD

Tel: 01442 281000 Facsimile: 01442 281001 www.ngkntk.co.uk

For discounted advanced tickets, camping + general information
please call 0161 705 2075 or visit www.ukworldtrial.com MO'UL




They say that a picture’s worth 1000 words.
is just as well because | can't think of
1000 words to write this month...
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What's that, Rover? Little Timmy’s

stuck in the bomb-hole, and can’t
out?... We asked how his bike
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t last - the all-new lightweight aluminium frame

that graced the 2006 MX bikes has, as predicted,
finally made it onto the ‘07 WR-F machines.
As a result the 48mm front forks now have
revised enduro-specific settings and the
rear shock’s been lengthened too.

Another welcome YZ-inspired
change is the new style bodywork
and graphics, although sadly the
sexy new white/grey colourscheme
is reserved for the YZ. How many
WR owners will be ordering a
set of YZ plastics, we wonder?

Both WR250 and 450 also
benefit from a reduced seat
height and a brand new
footrest design featuring
new wider and re-shaped
pegs which Yamaha claim
will reduce pressure on
the soles of your feet.
There’s also a reworked
headlight and an LED
rear light ensemble.

And, for the first time,
the WRs get wave type front
and rear brakes which reduce
unsprung weight by 80g, and claim to offer better
braking performance in wet and muddy conditions.

Other weight saving measures include a new one-
piece plastic bashplate along with lighter forged triple-
clamps /handlebar clamps.

Nice touches include the fitment of Pro-Taper alloy
handlebars as standard, as well as a compact digi
speedo and single-fastener airbox release.

Engine-wise both WRs benefit from YZ-derived
inlet/exhaust cam timings designed to improve low-

Al

mid ra

settings.
As usual the MX guys get The exhaust system’s
first dibbs on new colours! also been reworked, with
Pass the Yamaha spares a longer, smaller diameter
brochure, please... pipe and shorter silencer -

—

The
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a thorough going-over for 2007.
And not before time, too...

along with new carbie

now mounted further
forwards.

featuring a compact
720cc oil tank located
in front of the engine,
which carries the oil

ly Cat: The WR-F’s been given

nge performance,

250 and 450 also
anew dry sump

much lower than the previous oil-in-frame lay-
out and gets rid of the external oil pipes - this
should make for better reliability and lighter
handling when compared to the 2006 models.
Completing the raft of changes, larger
YZ-style radiators have been fitted to improve
cooling, while modified gear ratios should help
WR owners get the most out of the bike’s extra
performance.
Expect a launch test in TBM this autumn...

anish KTM Repsol factory rider Marc Coma has won the
sixth Orpi Maroc Rally for the first time, a full 13 minutes ahead
of Frenchman Cyril Despres, with fellow countryman David
Casteu in third place.

Coma ended the two-year winning reign of this year’s fourth
placed pilot Esteve Pujol. But despite his victory, Coma is still
nine points behind Casteu after this the fourth round of the FIM
Cross Country Rallies World Championship.

The KTM-Gauloises team also had a good race, picking up
second, third and fourth positions from their riders.

Husky’s 2007 line-up has just been announced... And the most obvious change
is the adoption of the sexy red /white/black plastics as the official new colours.
Below the surface the Husky engineers have been busy making a few minor
but important changes to the starting system, suspension settings and gearbox,
as well as fitting a new Brembo rear master cylinder with integrated reservoir.
The ‘07 bikes will be available from September with prices yet to be announced.

SNIPPETS

& DIRTY DEALS

You can now save a huge
£1000 on Honda's big trailie,
the XL1000 Varadero - the
new OTR price is now just
£6999.

And Honda are also
releasing a £500 cheaper
limited edition run of 60
non-ABS models in a
tri-colour paint job, coming
in at £6499. Check out your
local Honda dealer for
more information.

© GREAT SCOT

Last month’s awesome
SSDT Perspective picture
was in fact taken by TBM
contributor Mike Rapley,
not Eric Kitchen. Sorry
about that Mike!

© ROMAN’ HOLIDAY

In response to a letter in
last month’s TBM entitled
‘Romania Roamings’, we
didn’t mention the fact
that trail riding company
Adventuromania already
runs fully catered riding
tours in Romania - see
adventuromania.co.uk or
call 01368 840728 / 07967
887582 for more info...

& PUT YOUR FEET UP

Here’s your chance to learn
the feet up game with new
trials tuition company Trials
School who are running
one-day courses three days
a week on Scorpa 125 four-
stroke machines. All riding
equipment is provided and
it costs £140 per person.
Check out trialsschool.co.uk
for more information...




Hurrah! Overall motorcycle sales
are up two percent from last month,
and up three percent from the same
time last year.

This also seems to have had a
knock-on effect on the Adventure
Sport sector with a four percent
increase this month, plus the Trail /
Enduro category has only dropped
one percent this time around, much
better than the previous month'’s ten
percent fall.

There’s no stopping the BMW
1200GS in the Adventure Sport

sector, up a massive 151 units this
month, and still in a strong second
place position is its stablemate the
1200GS Adventure with an extra
93 units shifted. Swapping third
and fourth places this month are
Honda’s diminutive XL125 and the
Suzuki 650 V-Strom, the Honda just
winning with 12 more units sold.
There’s no change this month in
the Trail/ Enduro category - still top
of the tree is the Honda XR125 with
another 46 machines sold, followed
by Yamaha’s WR250F. Interestingly
the Chinese ‘Urban’ cracker is hold-
ing onto its third place from last
month, up another 42 units...

ADVENTURE SPORT

1 BMW RI12006S

2 BMW R1200GS ADV

3 Honda XL125V

4 Suzuki 650 V-Strom
5 Suzuki 1000 V-Strom

TRAILVENDURD

1 Honda XRi125L

2 Yamaha WR250F
3 Urban DZi25

4 Suzuki RVI25

5 Beta Rev 3

SIX AND TWO THREES

Rally meets enduro: The WTRA
Endure Challenge is a new
‘easy” six-hour event taking
place on Saturday 16 September
near Llandovery, Wales
Catering specifically for
sportsmen/clubmen, the aim
of the day is to cover as much
ground as possible (over a
long course) in two three-hour
sions with a break for lunch
in between, Info and s from
ukoffroad.info.

Also being run by WTRA is
the Jubilee one-day enduro on
Sunday 13 August. The 25-mile
lap will be run in the Crychan

Forest, Llandovery and
there’ll be a cross-coun-
try special test. Entry’s
cost £ ind close on
31 July or when full
- check out
enduronews.com
for re;

SNIPPETS

< FOR SALE

Irail riding business IN-4

is up for sale - included is
the company name/ title,
website, large customer
database, Sinisalo clothing/
helmets /boots, access to 200
acres of private land, plus
information on the correct
lanes to use.

Currently operating in
North /Mid Wales, Brecon
Beacons, Lake District and
Derbyshire, offers are invited.
Call 01938 561203 / 07761
5 3 for more details or

out in-4.co.uk.

& LASER GUN

For any lucky riders out there
who own a BMW HP2, Laser
has just specially developed
new set of titanium HotCam
Produro exhaust and stainless
steel downpipe units.

Prices should be around
£255 for the HotCam and £275
for the downpipe - both items
will be available mid-July. Call
Motrax on 01933 418414 for

your nearest dealer.

BUM DEAL

Thanks to all of
you who have sent
in your humourous
bumbag-related
stories to our
“Win a Bumbag’
competition. Some have
been incredibly funny, and
we'll be publishing a selection of the
best ones next month. There's still time to tell us
your best bumbag bodging tales by emailing your
exploits to: letters@trailbikemag.com.
Don’t forget, three fully-stocked Cruz Tools
Rally Kit DMX1 bumbags worth £44.99 each
(courtesy of Venhill Engineering) are up for
grabs and we’ll be announcing the three lucky
winners in next month’s issue, so get scribbling!

e P I ),

Top Racers’
Excuses #54

We loved this hilarious
press release from
good ol’ Wattsy...

Funky Chicken National
Hare Scramble

Mother Nature again failed to
cooperate with KTMHutt.com
/M2R /Maxxis sponsored
rider Shane Watts in Elkton,
Oregon this weekend at the
Funky Chicken National Hare
Scramble. Slippery conditions and several

mistakes on his 200EXC left Watts with 5th place overall.

With more power off the start [than his usual 125],
Watts was in second behind Nate Kanney, before
quickly taking the lead and holding it for the majority
of the first lap. Having clipped a tree and suffering a
slow speed crash, Watts then found himself in a very
unusual predicament; his KTM’s handlebars had
wedged themsleves down the inside of his left boot
whilst he was still standing.

The worst thing was that he was pinned in a
straddling position with his upper body behind the
right side handlebar and his right leg was in front of
the front number plate and fender.

After having to remove his boot to get out of the
situation, Watts then charged hard back up to third
position, closing in on the leaders when he had the first
of many major crashes. From there it was all downhill,
lilcmll_v, as the course featured several super slippur_\"
and scary downbhills that even had the Pro riders
bailing off to avoid trees and going over the edge.

‘I was just disappointed that conditions weren’t
better because this is my favourite track, and this is
the last year for the Funky Chicken at the Big K, so I
wanted to finish with a bang. There were some big hair-
raising moments out there, and the handlebar deal was
outta’ this world. What a way to remember this race!’

Indeed...

7z
Full details and dealer

listing online or call 0844 545 0450
for more information

www.husqvarna-moto.co.uk

31016

(HjHusqgvarna
Spring Madness!

From the championship winning
WRI25 through to the range
topping TES5 10, there's a Husky
for everyone.

And until 3 /st July you can

save up to £800 off of a

2006 model Enduro bike.

Now you don't have to follow
the herd...

Play Different
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Mark Williams asks the question...
Where do we go from here..?

speculation on how the Bill will affect the
average trailrider. So here goes...

The thing that’s struck me most clearly having
talked and exchanged e-mails with a lot of riders
around the country, plus some regular scrutiny
of TBM'’s web-forum, is that opinion is sharply
divided as to how we should respond to the
imposition of NERC. On the one hand there are
those who are simply going to ignore the down-
grading of RuPPs to Restricted Byways (RBs)
which we can no longer legally ride (unless
they are subject to a DMMO claim made prior
to 20 January 2005, or 19 May 2005 in Wales), at
least until they’re made impassable by stiles or

into law on 2 May this year, it would be

tempting to say that the non-appearance
of a Right to Ride feature in TBM this past few
issues is a consequence of waiting for the dust
to settle. Or at least a little mature reflection.
But the truth is less straightforward. Indeed the
likely consequences of NERC are themselves
less straightforward than one might think and
in any case, as critics have sometimes pointed
out, this writer doesn’t do “mature reflection’
very well.

However a few things are now clear

post-NERC, and one can apply a little informed

I n the wake of the NERC Bill’s passage

locked gates. ‘We've always used them, we've
never caused anyone any harm by using them,
and we’ll carry on using them’ broadly
summarises their attitude.

Asked what their reaction would be to
Ramblers Association and GLEAM extremists
(or ‘sad, malevolent bastards’ as I prefer to think
of them), who we understand are preparing to
go out with cameras and notebooks and take
down registration numbers which they’ll snitch
to the cops, their perhaps understandable reac-
tion is to say that they’ll make sure their number
plates are sufficiently muddy as to render them
unreadable. Fair enough.

No Appetite, No Resources
Such tactics may well prove successful in the
short and even the medium term and there are
those who consider them justified in view of
the way that clauses 61 and 62 NERC were
drafted and enacted: bad, unduly discriminatory
law carried through on the back of lies and
skullduggery. Whether or not the police, local
councils and the legal system will allow this to
happen is a moot point. After all, the Hunting
Bill hasn’t really stopped packs of hounds and
their equestrian masters charging across the
countryside, not least because most police forces
haven’t the appetite and / or the resources to
implement some
aspects of the law.
And these two clauses
in NERC may well

fall foul of similar
considerations.

But on the other
hand there is greater
public antipathy
towards ‘bloody
scramblers ruining the
peace and quiet of the
countryside’ than there
is to toffs in red jackets
chasing dumb vermin,
which may impose on
the authorities an obligation to actually
‘do something about it’.

And of course as was repeatedly argued
during the NERC debate, the law will do little
to stop yobs of all ages tear-arsing along RBs
aboard MXers and field bikes, upsetting other
users and causing responsible, ie law-abiding
green-laners to wring their hands in irritated
shame.

However despite correctly regarding Clauses
61 and 62 as bad, unfair legislation (which may
yet be challenged in the courts), there is another
body of dirtbiking opinion that intends to stay

‘For those determined to
keep riding legally there is
therefore an implication,
if not an obligation, to be
much more careful about
where and how we do it.
For those who aren’t, it IS MPV use, but few of

possible that their actions U keptany such
may augur even more
onerous restrictions...’

within the law, or at least will try to. Broadly
speaking this means die-hard TRF members
who look to their RoW experts and executive
members in general for guidance. Guidance
that has now been handed down in a couple
of significant forms.

Firstly, there is an interpretation of the Bill
as it affects claims to upgrade or reinstate rights
of usage that might still allow vehicular use.
According to the TRF’s Tim Stevens: ‘Any route
that was mainly used by the Public with MPVs
(Mechanically Propelled Vehicles) for the five
years prior to commencement (of NERC) will
retain its motor-vehicular rights. So we need to
look at all the routes we have lost to see what
the pattern has been for the last five years.’

Private Rights on

Public Routes

Stevens and other legal minds believe that

this includes farmers with tractors and anyone
accessing property along the route if it is a
‘Public Route’, because there is no such thing
as a ‘private right’ on a ‘Public Route’. This will
however have to be tested legally and requires
members to engage in some serious ferreting
through local archives, interviewing long-estab-
lished local users and preparing evidence forms
- all of which are available from the TRE.

[Using the TRF's
own ‘Public RoW
Evidence Forms’, local
groups have for some
time been urged to
record which riders
have been using which
routes and on what
dates, in order to help
substantiate sustained

accounts... certainly
prior to the emergence
of NERC].

Two other historical
loopholes exist, namely any evidence of MPV
use prior to 1930 remains a basis of a successful
Schedule 14 claim for BOAT status. But as
anyone driving or riding pre-1930 will be at
least 90 years-old, sworn statements will be
hard to come by. Evidence may be recorded
in old motoring journals or newspapers, but
finding it could prove difficult.

However ‘if a route was specifically
established for MPV use’, its rights remain. Some
routes recorded in old Inclosure Awards use the
words ‘for all purposes’, and this would clearly
include MPV use, so all we’ve got to do is trawl
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