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_BUM WRAP-

PACK THE PERFECT BUMBAG..
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EDHusqvarna
pring Madness!!

« With winter now behind us its time to get out
ind ride more and what better way than on a
Husqvarna? All of the 06 model enduro bikes
are now available at stunning prices, meaning ” o ;
you can now save upto £800 off of an 06 model TO ! } TEL
TE and still get the famous Husqvarna 2 year Meredith Motocross Ltd ~ Bristol Avon. € 0844 545 0412
warranty. M Mot Reading.. Berkshire - 0844 545 0391
Gary Grover Racing Hunge!ford Berkshire 0844.545 0403
Updated significantly for 2006, the Husqvarna St Blazey Moto-X St Blazey (“““‘! 0644.545.0430
SR Performance Wirksworth Derbyshire 0844 545 0428
Albion Motorcycles Ltd Exeter Devon 0844 545 0392
Mr Scooter Bournemouth Dorset 0844 545 0416
/ GH Motorcycles Colchester Essex 0844 545 0404
TE250. Now theres no excuses.. Just Bikes Leigh on Sea Essex 0844 545 0408
Husky Sport Cheriton Hampshire 0844 545 0400
Infinity Motorcydles Ltd Farnborough Hampshire 0844 545 0407
Big Bang Motorcycles Broad Oak Hereford 0844 545 0395
Colwin Motorcycles Sittingbourne Kent 0844 545 0399
Dave Fox Motorcycles Ramsgate Kent 0844 545 0401
~ Red Dog Motorcydles Edenbridge Kent 0844 545 0418
RP Motorcycles Gravesend Kent 0844 545 0427
Motosupplies Carnforth Lancashire 0844 545 0415
Motorcycle HQ West Drayton Middlesex 0844 545 0414
Keep Biking Ltd Brackley Northants 0844 545 0410
Jow 58 Racing Shrewsbury Shropshire 0844 545 0429
, Red Dog Motorcycles Burgess Hill Sussex 0844 545 0419
Freestyle Ltd Mark Cross Sussex - East 0844 545 0402
o \ ; ! ; > i B .. QB Motorcycles Ltd Brierley Hill West Midlands 0844 545 0420
2 ¢ ; : ¥ - L Bike Tech Southwick Wiltshire 0844 545 0396

4, - acin, or orkshire - Nort
Peak wstricts Number quulded tour: experienee lcad - Bl m for ke i RS

= ) i Shipley
N\ A — w ‘ Pl The Off Road Action Sh B G 0844 545 0431
from the Horseshoe Inn at Longor. . <107 - SRS AR [t B et o P -
: ca" your guid_e/la“d ord corbo O“EB T\ inpa e o ‘:'1 N B Tom Adamson Motorcycles Elgin Scotland 0844 545 0432
» s 5t . = Trevs M | Val G 0844 545 0434
: M 07855 053 .. ‘29’ ‘3262 ; 4 i % A S ; - : Pr:llllS De::;(:(;;mrcydes Rz:l:\xey lsreer:fse;an 0844 545 0417
] s - s P : & i ERRPRRER Bobs Motorcycle (entre St Helier Jersey 0844 545 0397

: ; e HM Motorcycles Dundalk Ireland 00353 429 338811

nduro range offers a bike for everyone from
he championship winning WR 125 to the awe
nspiring TE5 10 and includes the ‘best in class’

I The Best Graded Trails

I Professional Guides

i First Class \

I Specialised Shop and Riders Mess
L your Tour on DVD.

o .4, 1 WRI25
Or visit our website: g"OW JUST £4149.00 NOW JUST £4399.00 NOW £4799.00 NOW £4899.00 NOW £4999.00
www.trailtoursrus.com - SAVE £700! SAVE £700! SAVE £800!

B www.husqvarna-moto.co.uk Play Different

excluding PDI/Delivery charge

*Suggested Retail Prices




t wasn't
exactly
the start

to the season
I was hoping
for - getting
run over at
the second
round of the
series. But
hey... it was
my turn, cos
my team-mate
in this two-
man series
had already
been T-boned
the week
before by
some loser
whose throttle
had ‘stuck
open’.
Dangerous
place, East
Anglia...

I wish every region was like the Eastern Centre
and put on a two-man championship. Because aside
from the obvious risks of being mistaken for road-
kill, two-man enduros are actually bloody good fun.

The format works like this. You find a friendly
team-mate and then both sign up for a two x two-
hour event.

Sharing a single timecard (and a single bike if
you wish), each rider has just 30min out on the
course before he has to pit and hand the timecard
over to his team-mate who then heads out for his
own 30min session. Penalised (one-sixth of a lap)
for each minute you're late over your allotted 30min,

$i Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams, Chris
Evans, Jonty Edmunds, David Knight, 020 8840 4760/5066

Mike Rapley, Steve Plain, Lois Pryce,
Richard Bott, Patman, John Hulme
Andy Riley

ISSN 1359-0324

Mel: 020 7903 3993

Natalie Watson
020 8840 6848

the crucial difference with a normal time-card event
is that you don’t ‘carry’ your penalty. In other words
if you are say three minutes late at the end of a ses-
sion, then that eats into your riding partner’s time
and he/she has to try and fit their laps into a slightly
shorter time period.

Of course if your three minutes of over-time
makes them six minutes late, then your team now
has six minutes worth of penalties and effectively
loses a lap. And so it's important to try and clock
in on time.

All the courses are fairly short (between three
and five miles long) so that they take between five
and seven minutes to complete a lap, and thus the
racing tends to be fast and furious.

So why should every centre have a two-man
championship? Well it’s a friendly and fairly easy
way of getting into racing. You can share a bike
(if you wish) with a mate who doesn’t own one
(or if one of your team'’s bikes breaks down during
the day, you can still continue racing using just one
machine).

On top of that it doesn’t require a lot of land, and
the fact that there are only ever half the bikes out on
the course at any one time means fewer ruts and less
noise than with a conventional hare & hounds event.

But the biggest and best reason of all is that you
get to ride (and share your experiences) as part of a
team. That means you're trying your hardest for the
team, and consequently having fun as part of a team.

And if your team-mate has a problem then you
can take over the riding (providing you still clock in
at the appropriate times). And in a sport which is by
its very nature a ‘singular’ experience, this is virtual-
ly unheard of.

And I like this idea of sharing the experiences
with my team-mate. Because that means next time
we go racing... its his turn to get hurt!

Sl MELBER

0207396 8000

Rowe The Printers

TBM

3051741.
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6 PERSPECTIVE

Images capturing the essence of dirthiking...

10 NEWS

All the latest from the world of dirthikes...

16 DEALS ON WHEELS

Where to find the best deals on new wheels...

18 Moving Images

Everyhody loves a good poster..

20 WORLDS APART

We look at what makes WEC hikes so special...
34 LETTERS

The wortl from the street [and the netl is..

42 TALKING DIRTY

Chris is getting forgetful in his old age...

44 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams contemplates his dirthiking future..
46 THE PATMAN

The Patman finds himself optically challenged...
50 SUPER TROOPER

Hold on tight, it's KTM's new 950 Super Enduro R..
62 BUM WRAP

How to pack the perfect bumbag...

68 CHEAPISH THRILLS

Gas Gas' new no-frills machine, the EC200 Hobby...
60 THE ROAD TO KNOW WHERE - PART 2

The top GPS units tested...

88 LOIS ON THE LOOSE - Part 1

Lois Pryce goes Trans-America on a Serow...

JUNE 2006 |

98 TRICK BITS

More gadgets and gizmos for your gratification...
100 PLAIN & SIMPLE

Got a problem (with your hikel? Plainer's your man...
102 STAFF BIKES

The latest on Mel's Husky TE250...

104 STAFF BIKES

And the latest on Si's KTM 125EXC 00

106 ACCESS ALL AREAS

A new series looking at practice tracks.-

108 WORLD ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP

Round 2 from Guimaraes in Portugal

114 WORLD ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP

Round 3 from Gernika in Spain

120 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter sounds off about riders, er.. sounding off!
122 OLD GOLD

Remember those green ltaljets from the early Eighties?
126 $SDT

The Scottish Six Day Trial...

132 WHAT'S THE STORY

Four times British Sidecar Trials Champ, Alan Morewood_..




-

por o 7

Feiyd

T
L4

‘v'.i\"\ e
By
N




NEW Carole Nash Off Road Policy!

30973

&
/\-
oY

2

Carole

- Motocross bikes & quads covered

. Instant fire & theft cover from £99

. Up to £250 replacement tool cover

- Cover available for children’s bikes & quads

. Discounts available for fitted security devices m : r e

comes as standard
new off road policy

0800 630 0036

- m K R

bike insurance car insurance travel insurance home insurance

insurance,

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6.30pm Saturday 9am - 5pm www.carolenash.com
Car and home insurance currently not available in Northern Ireland. Off Road insurance currently not available in Ireland.
Calls may be recorded. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.




Believe it or not the 2007 Gas Gas

enduro range is here... well, almost.

The pre-production models were
showcased at the Barcelona
MotOh! Show at the end of May,
and it looks like some serious
updating has been going on at
the re-invigorated Spanish factory.

10 TEM

Ahh, that’s better: All
‘07 Gassers get pert
new rear ends...

Gone at last is
the antiquated rear
end, replaced with a
completely new one-
piece tail section and
rear light - virtually
identical to the current
KTM design! The
absence of exposed
wiring underneath the
rear fender also adds
to the sleek new looks.
Other improvements
across the range
include a stronger
square-section aluminum sub-
frame, Dzus-type quick release seat
fastener (similar to a Husky), new
rear Ohlins shock, revised front
suspension settings and air filters
secured with a KTM-style

QD system. Revised
¥+ powervalves

Trials bikes will
come with stylish
black frames...

should help improve performance
at low revs on the two-stroke

models. There’s also new plastics
and graphics plus (to aid
brand recognition), the
entire range will now be
available in just one uniform
colour - red.
Adding to the
existing two-stroke
line-up is the brand-
new EC200 Hobby, a
budget version of the
clubman favourite
(see our report
starting on page 68).
In addition to the
smart new rear end, Gas

Gas’s 450 thumper has also seen
revisions and now features a new
stiffer, narrower chassis plus revised
geometry, and has been renamed
the FSR450. Other changes include
a bigger capacity fuel tank and a
longer, slimmer seat.

All ‘07 models will be available
from September onwards, but if you
can’t wait until then, perhaps the
new EC250/300 Racing models will
tempt you.

These ‘Factory” versions of the
standard bikes all have Ohlins ‘race
setting” front and rear suspension
fitted, racing CDI, MX ignition,

a 40mm shorter ‘race” exhaust,
Messico front pipe, revised wiring
loom, a black swingarm, smaller
rear light/ mudguard and a
‘Racing Team’ sticker kit.

The spares kit includes a Vertex
piston, gasket kit, air filter, 49T rear
sprocket and plain rear disc, and
the RRP is £5117.32 - contact your
nearest Gas Gas dealer for details.

~— FRANTIC FANTIC!

SNIPPETS

& PROTECTION MONEY

One of the biggest motorcycle
insurers in the UK is now
offering a dedicated off-road

Fantic are back - yes, that’s right, the small Italian based concern have
a new UK importer - Fantic UK Ltd - bringing in a new range of 50cc
motorcycles, including standard and competition versions of both trailie
and SM machines.

The pint-sized Fantic Caballero ‘Casa’ trailie will be six-speed, with a
chro-moly steel frame, polished alloy rims, Braking Wave 260mm front
/ 220mm rear discs, 40mm Marzocchi front forks, Sachs rear shock, 8.5L
tank and a 1395mm wheelbase.

The competition model will feature a hand-made exhaust, floating S @

bike policy.

Braking Wave 260mm front disc, anodised black rims, Ti-nitrided SORRENEE
‘Zocchi forks, competition engine kit, Michelin Comp III tyres and a
5mm longer wheelbase. Both versions have a claimed 940mm seat
height and weigh in at a claimed 88kg.

Approximate price for the Casa is £2700, with the competition model
around £3250, and both are expected to be on sale late summertime.

But that's not all - Fantic also intend on making a 125 trailbike, with
an Oct/Nov production timeframe, and a trials range (50/80/125) is
also expected some time next year...

motorcycle insurance

Carole Nash’s new standalone
policy will cost from just £99
annually and offer fire and
theft cover for off-road bikes,
including children’s models.

I'll protect your pride
and joy at home, both on
a prof nally organised
racetrack or practice ground,
or whilst in transit, with up
to £250 worth of replacement
tools also insured.

Discounts will also be
offered if bikes are fitted with
insurance-approved security
devices, such as Datatag and
heavy duty locks and chains.

For more info or to get a
quote, call 0800 298 5500.

60 RIDE

FLIGHT OF THE NAVIGATOR... [[rcau
arry practice track is now

...Well, almost. The Navigation Challenge weekend (7-9 July) takes running ’“idf““'k Hare &

place in Cornwall and you can hone your navigation skills and even Hounds sessions (3pm-dusk)

wm a Prize for your e&orts. U\'l‘.f a ?l\'("!“ll(’ L‘L‘)Ursk’,

The £245 price includes two nights hotel accommodation, one night “'l“,‘"h is suitable for b‘?‘h
camping, van back-up (inc luggage transfer), maps, evening meals, novice / ‘“P"{""”CUd riders.
full English breakfasts, plus Sunday night dinner and prize giving. [_1“ ircuit includes a

Check out navigationchallenge.co.uk for further details. variety of conditions, muddy
trails, steep climbs as well as
some tabletops and a whoops
section.

Dates are:

15/29 June

6/13/27 July

310/24/31 August

For more information you can

either call Darren on 01706
107970 717764 or log

onto cowmleisure.com.

Tell them TBM sent you..

™M N



2—=312) NEWS

TEAM SPIRIT

Get behind the ‘06 <mAm>

UK ISDE team and
help raise some

much needed funds
for this year’s event
in New Zealand.

CARKETAUPONEWZEALAND "

A unique et
training/event e st

fundraising weekend
will take place on
12-13 August at a
forestry complex
near Corwen and
Bala in North Wales.
None other than
nine-time overall
BEC champ Geraint Jones plus
several other top coaches (including
several Trophy Team riders) will be
coaching on the Saturday, catering
for all ability levels.

The Sunday will see a six-hour
team competition starting at 10am,
with ironman solo, and expert/
clubman/sportsman two-man
teams. The course will be the

@ ¥ O sswoons

same as that used on the training
day and will be around 20 minutes
per lap.

Places will be on a first-come,
first-served basis and all profits
will be donated to the ISDE team.
Further details and entry info
will shortly be available on
enduronews.com, and don’t
forget - it’s all for charidee, mate!

Sherco have unveiled a 2.9
Cabestany Replica trials bike,
based on the official competition
model currently ridden by Albert
Cabestany in the 2006 World Trials
Championship.

Limited to just 150 machines,
this factory rep’s motor has been
worked on with direct input from
Cabestany. Other features include
a fully adjustable Olle rear shock,
Braking Wave discs on both wheels,
revised chassis geometry, shorter

12 TEM

rear swingarm, repositioned foot-
pegs, larger fuel tank, shorter
exhaust header pipe, new Keihin
PWK carburettor and new AC
graphics.

Check out your nearest Sherco
dealer for more details...

SNIPPETS

& ALL CHANGE

Things are on the up for
Portuguese dirtbike outfit
AJP. With a newly appointed
UK distributor - MCDA
Automotive Ltd - the range
includes the 125 and 200 PR4
Enduro bikes plus SM
versions.

All feature improved bear-
ings, aluminum linkages and
new bodywork for 2006, plus
there’s deals available - (Lud\
out the ‘Dirty Deals’ pages
this month for more info...

& THINK TANK

New from KTM is a 25L

(double capacity) long

distance fuel tank designed

to fit all EXC and SX models.
The larger tank uses the

same mountings, and comes

complete with its own filler

cap and fuel-tap - although

for some models a new seat

will be needed. For more info,

contact your local KTM dealer.

< ASIAN ADVENTURE

If you fancy riding somewhere

off the beaten track, how

about Cambodia? Cambodia

Expeditions offer a variety

of different tours on Honda
R250s or 400s. Check out

cambodiaexpeditions.com

for more info...

J =
WWW KENNY-RACING C8M

nents.
extremely

* Buckles in

* Watertight:

EXIST ALSO FOR CHILDREN
(Sizes 32 to 37)

+ UK DISTRIBUTOR :
Motogear LTD

The Business Exchange
Rockingham Road
Kettering
Northamptonshire
NN16 8JX

Yol : +44 (0)1536 526 460
Fax : +44 (0)1536 526 459
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POWERPLELGZ

SIANDING MHE ES OF TIME

The Unbeatable

A scramble will take place
on Saturday 17 June.

The WOR ‘Dark One’
organised event will
start at 9.30pm and run
through to 11.30pm, and
the course will be forest-
based to control the speed
and keep things flowing.
Classes are expert/club-
man/ veteran ,’xpurlsm.m,
and entries are restricted
to just 70 riders.

The winner of the
expert class will receive
a £300 cheque plus there
will be prizes on offer for

JUMP THE QUE |
- | the UK’s second dark hare
L3 }

) ; POWERPEGZ STANDARD PEG
Even if you can’t quite
pull off death-de other classes.

aboard your dirt »lk?, now’s g ! , Entries either via email
ymlr‘chan;e to r\tahtd';\lﬂle : k) £ [ - . - entries@worevents.com

pros in action at the National ' : G l ' r call 0870 0429205 ext 2

Adventure Sports Show - ; ::p::\-b"pm) : s Honda CR/CRF Gas Gas
absolutely FREE! Kawasaki KX/KXF Beta RR

That's right, TBM has got o A = i Suzuki RM/RMZ BMW GS1150/1200

two weekend Gold Pass tickets, 3
worth £39.50 each, to give away \ Yamaha YZ/YZF/WRF Husqvarna
to two h,c ) .readers, KTM SX/EXC Husaberg
Now in its tenth year, the | < g A
lar; UK action sports festival Email your stories to us at: jump Got 2 Bikes? Buy any 2 Pairs & receive 10% off!

place on 29-30 July at the @trailbikemag.com or post ‘em to Despite overall motorcycle sales
NEC in Birmingham, and is TBM Jump Competition, PO Box (registrations) dropping eight
playing host to the World 9845, London, W13 9WP, to percent from last month, the MAX| ADVENTURE
Freestyle Moto-X Champs, arrive no later than 3 July 2006. figures are still one percent up
with special guest appearances Please include your name, on this time last year.
from Jamie Squibb, Kris Brock, address and contact number - However this does seem to have ADVENTURE SPORT TRAIL/ENDURO
Fredrik Peters and Gary Taylor. entries without this will not be had an effect on both of the off-road 1 BMW R12006S 568 1 HondaXR125L 389
All you've got to do to be in accepted. The winners will be related categories. The Adventure | 2 BMWR12006S Adv 185 2 Yamaha WR250F 142
with a chance to win the tickets notified via phone by 7 July ‘ Sport sector is down another three f 3 Suki650V-Strom 168 3 UrbanDZ125 130
is tell us your worst jumping And for all those not lucky percent from last month, while the i 4 Honda XL125 164 4 SuzukiRVI25 122
mishap - it could have happened enough to win, tickets can be Trail/Enduro market has dropped 5 Swuki®000V-Srom139 5 BetaRev3 118
|
|

State of the art footpegs that generate
real benefits in comfort and handling.

High Performance Flat-Proof Tire Inflation
-

OFFIC/AL

Punctures, a
thing of the

ast!

on an MX practice track, in an bought via the NEC box office ten percent, although this figure is !Fhis high
enduro or simply just out riding on 0870 909 4133 or via still five percent better than at the ! J g
the trails. The best two stories Ticketmaster on 0871 230 5453. same time in 2005. > e performance
(as judged by the TBM staff) For more info, check out Making a surprise second place 3 w2 b W o flat-proof tyre
each win a weekend pass. 552006.com. See you there... appearance this month in Adven- ] y L S, \ e ; ;
ture Sport sales chart is the BMW ! g e : inflation system
1200C dventure, knocking the P Sk 3 2 s ! x based on

little 5 Honda back down ELeAeH ~ \ | ) : . .
JUST FAN CY THAT! into fourth place - but even the 3 A : . .= 3 BT multiple inflation
Adventure can't stop the standard ! - i " cells are guara nteed
MCN - 17 May ‘06 TBM - 29 January '06 1200GS'’s sales from climbing - up : N - to get you home... whilst u

another 173 units. . ; i g "
Over in the Trail/Enduro sector b R, y SImultaneously Improving traction A 4 \

the Honda XR125 still reigns ] R & suspension performance. As used

supreme over the WR250F with an 3 ‘ 4 i .

infrmw of 48 machines, but in third - Ve N / - e by the Royal E'_‘glne_ers .El'ldl.II'O Team

place the cheap ‘n” cheerful “Urban’ : : y S B 8 : & other Champ|0n5hlp riders. k}

trailie has put paid to its Chinese

Dajiang cousin this month. And the : e | =3 ":\ : A ‘ Y o 1 2 78 42 4979 L.

Beta Rev 3 sees off the Yam WR450F o
|

again to reclaim fifth position from - 2 : . o = e - - {1
two months ago. 3 A S o I l e 0%

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME







