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Nk - b Dealer Town County Telephone
\' BrOChure Hotllne' Meredith MX Bristol Avon 0844 545 0412
M Moto Reading Berkshire 0844 545 0391
0871 91 9 9450 Gary Grover Racing Hungerford Berkshire 0844 545 0403
St Blazey MX St Blazey Cornwall 0844 545 0430
SR Off Road Worksworth Derbyshire 0844 545 0428
Albion Motorcycles Exeter Devon 0844 545 0392
Just Bikes Motorcycles  Shaftsbury Dorset 0844 545 0411
Mr Scooter Bournemouth Dorset 0844 545 0416
Three Cross Three Legged Cross Dorset 0844 545 0433
GH Motorcycles Colchester Essex 0844 545 0404
Just Bikes Leigh on Sea Essex 0844 545 0408
Husky Sport Cheriton Hampshire 0844 545 0400
Infinity Fanborough Hampshire 0844 545 0407
Big Bang Motorcycles Hereford Herefordshire 0844 545 0395
Colwin Motorcycles Sittinghourne Kent 0844 545 0399
Dave Fox Motorcycles Ramsgate Kent 0844 545 0401
Red Dog Motorcycles Edenbridge Kent 0844 545 0418
RP Motorcycles Gravesend Kent 0844 545 0427
Motosupplies Camforth Lancashire 0844 545 0415
Gifford Motorcycles Staines Middlesex 0844 545 0405
Motorcycle HQ West Drayton Middlesex 0844 545 0414
Keep Biking Brackley Northants 0844 545 0410
$S Racing Shrewsbury Shropshire 0844 545 0429
Freestyle Mark Cross Sussex 0844 545 0402
Red Dog Motorcycles Burgess Hill Sussex 0844 545 0419
Kawasaki Newcastle Newcastle Tyne & Wear 0844 545 0409
(0B Motorcycles Brierley Hill West Midlands 0844 545 0420
Artdeans Swindon Wiltshire 0844 545 0393
Bike Tech Southwick Wiltshire 0844 545 0396
Cobb & Jagger Shipley Yorkshire 0844 545 0398
NTB Racing York Yorkshire 0844 545 0440
The Off Road Action Shop  Brynmawr Wales 0844 545 0431
Wayne Mounter Motorcycles Pontypridd Wales 0844 545 0435
ATV Adventure Glasgow Scolland 0844 545 0304
Tom Adamson Motorcycles Elgin Scotland 0844 545 0432
Bobs Motorcycle Centre St Helier Jersey 0844 545 0397
Trevs Motorcycles Vale Guernsey 0844 545 0434
Paul Dedman Motorcycles Ramsey Isleof Man 0844 545 0417
-\ y ’\_ Moto Hedz Sandown Isle of Wight 0844 545 0413
SO\ Tk panTs £59° MiMdores  Newy R GoMSIS006
iy & g TECH Bs £199 Husqvarna - a brand that dares to be different. Whether it be the award winning TE250
R TECH 8s £249 with its responsive twin cam engine or the arm wrenching SM510R supermoto.

TECH 10s £289 Q

. ﬁ’\ ! s - w:
! ’? éﬁ P i ‘;f
, e

Husqgvarna has a model to suit your needs.
“very model in the extensive range is backed up by a two year factory warranty and

B s : -omes fitted with components by Brembo, Marzocchi and Arrow to name but a few.
= VVE - S o f.", Nhat’s more, with a growing range of clothing and technical accessories as well as fully
- - A nterchangeable bodywork, you can personalise your Husqvarna and really stand out from
j 4E )
% %éh'm PRO JET BODY ARMOUR :‘il 95 he Clad.
MAIN DEALERS FOR _ Husqvarna - Play Different

Wﬁ”m# ? ety For further information visit www.husqvarna-moto.co.uk




Dumb & Dumber...

hen the call came in to our office offering

us the chance to race 100hp’s worth of

BMW HP2 up a German ski-slope, we did

just have to check that someone wasn't
yanking our chain. I mean it’s not every day that
you get invited to do ethin npletly absurd
on a motorcycle.

...Or is it? Because now I come to think of it,
has spent the last 11 years doing pointless things
on dirt bikes, and then publishing the results. For
instance there was the time we raced a little 50cc
Rieju against a mighty BMW R1150GS in a Welsh
Rally... And the little “fifty” won!

Or the time we tested a pull-start, automatic, cast-
wheel, belt-driven Canadian built enduro-racer from
the Sixties, powered by a 700cc snowmobile engine.

With a motor which didn’t want to start. Brakes
which didn’t want to stop, and no earthly way of
slowing the thing down (or declutching) on the way
down hills, the Rokon (as it was), taught me every-
thing I needed to know about dirt bikes and fear.

Then there was the time we tried to re-enact a
scene from the classic movie North by Northwest
for a feature we were doing for our sister publica-
tion, Supermoto. Anyway this particular ‘stunt’
involved riding a Gilera Nordwest (the article was
entitled North by Nordwest) along a grassy airstrip
whilst a pilot in a 1940s light aircraft pretended to
buzz the rider.

All would have been well had we not chosen
one of the windiest days of the year to do it on. As
it was the pilot did amazingly well just to keep the
old crate in the air - given that we were asking him
to fly incredibly slowly in order that we could cap-
ture the picture of the plane and the bike together
in one shot.

But it was clear that all was not well when we
saw the pilot fighting with the controls just to keep
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the thing from crabbing sideways in the cross-wind.
And when the wing of the plane dipped so low that
both bike rider and photographer had to take avoid-
ing action, well we knew it was time to call it a day

on that particular caper...

Other dumb ideas? Well does anyone remember
the time TBM entered the world’s toughest one day
enduro - the Gilles Lalay Classic... on a trailie? I do,
and the memory still haunts me to this day.

Or the time we got disqualified from the 2001
International Six Days Enduro in France - I'm
particularly proud of that moment!

Then there was our fantastic idea to race Weston
beach race on a classic dirt bike - a Yamaha 1T495.
Naturally enough it did the decent thing and seized
early on in the proceedings - though we kept on
riding it just for good measure!

Another infamous seizure happened to our
Thousand Quid Racer project-bike which was an
absurd idea we dreamed up whereby we would
buy a cheap hack out of the classifieds - in this case
a DT125 - and miraculously turn it into an inexpen-
sive race bike. Of course it didn’t quite turn out like
that. Because having lavished a load of time and
money on the project, the thing went and seized
solid at its very first outing. And ended up costing
us an arm and a leg to put right!

Of course I still maintain that the time we barrel-
rolled an enduro sidecar outfit wasn’t all my fault.

[ told the owner that I couldn’t steer those godamn
three-wheeled things, but he would insist on me try-
ing. It's just a shame the passenger ended up getting
caught underneath in the crash. I blame the outfit's
owner for not listening to me in the first place.

And so... actually, when it comes down to it,
blasting an HP2 up a very snowy ski-slope sounded
like a mighty fine idea to us when it was first sug
gested. I mean what’s the worst that can happen...?
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6 PERSPECTIVE

Images capturing the essence of dirthiking...

12 NEWS

All the Iatest from the world of dirt bikes...

16 DEALS ON WHEELS

Where to find the hest deals on a new bike...

18 OXBOW COMPETITION

Your chance to win a stack of Oxbow goodies...

20 GRAND MASTER'S FLASH

In the USA's GNCC, the two-stroke still reigns supreme
30 THE 2006 GRAND NATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY

Jonty Edmunds reports on the first two rounds...

34 RIGHT TO RIDE

Spiteful and ill-informed, that's the NERC bill...

38 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans begins the season with a few surprises ...
40 TOTALLY RUTTED

Mark Williams finds himself knuckling down to business
42 HACKED OFF

Riex Hearn prepares to betray the brotherhood...

44 LETTERS

The word from the street (and the net) is...

52 FIRST CHECK - BETA ALP 4.0

Beta's Alp may have just been handed a lifeline...
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60 FIRST CHECK - BMW R1200GS ADVENTURE

The Long Ranger. How far do you want to go today?
72 X RACE SPECS

Wayne Braybrook’s much-modified CRF250X...

84 TOTALLY PISTE

RAlpine sports plus crazy Germans. It's snow joke..
96 CARRY ON

The TBM Jumbuck departs. On the back of a truck...
98 TRICK BITS

More must have items from the aftermarket..

100 TESTED - SIXSIXONE BOOTS

These hoots are made for sliding in...

102 CARRY ON

Testing the world's fastest bike hauler. Yeeeeharrr...!
110 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter tries a bit of slipping and sliding...

112'06 MAKXIS FIM WORLD ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP
Round 1from Ostersund in Sweden...

120 THE PATMAN

The Patman gets to grips with a jet-washer..

126 OLD GOLD

Yamaha's TY, the definitive trials classic...

130 WHAT'S THE STORY

Profile of trials rider John Knight. No relation...
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WWW KENNY-RACING CBM

> NEW MODEL.

 Injected reinforcements

-~ * Assembled with an extremely .6
o BB - resistant thread. ¢
€5 - s * Buckles in aluminium “
£ — > * Watertightness gusset inside .
; * Protective iron on the toe O
7Y & * Sole stitched with double stitching
« Comfortable, supple and sturdy.
Lol

EXIST ALSO FOR CHILDREN
(Sizes 32 to 37)

.'U¥ DISTRIBUTOR :
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* Jumbo Jet: KTM's forthcoming
monster off-roader - the 950

' Super Enduro R - looks set to be

~ abeast of a bike when it finally
 lands in June this year. We're

. already trembling... Pic: P Mathis
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Alloy Cat: Stefan Merriman’s new alloy framed WR450F was in action
at the opening round of the WEC in Sweden, and is likely to be a good
indication of what the 2007 four-stroke Yamahas will look like. Unfor-
tunately for the pint-sized Aussie he could only manage a best of fifth!
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Charity’s not normally a dirty word
but in this case it most certainly is...
Riders for Health are running their
“Enduro Africa’ event in November
2006, which aims to provide 100
Honda CTX200 motorcycles for
African health workers located in
Zimbabwe.

TBM reader Kate Harrington
is making the demanding 14-day,
1,800-mile off-road ride through
South Africa aboard a CTX along
with 100 other riders, with every-
body handing over their Hondas to
the Zimbabwean Riders programme
at the finish.

Paul Edmondson, David Knight
and Patsy Quick have already
agreed to help Kate with her
fundraising by donating personal
items for auction. Kate needs to
raise £5,000 in sponsorship money
in order to buy her CTX so any
donations will be gratefully
received.

TTAWORK

CHALLENGE: SPECIA

What a lomc .K?te;i

This
potential fleet of bikes will make a
huge difference to the health work-
ers as it will enable them to reach
remote rural communities quickly
in order to deliver medicine and
supplies to those most in need. As
well as the bikes, Riders For Health
also hope to provide 50k worth of
training and maintenance costs
from the trip.

If you would like to make a
donation, call Kate on 07843 180394
or 0116 2849 459 or for more info
check out enduroafrica.com and
riders.org.

L KNUCKLE

The latest wave of cheap

‘n’ cheerful Chinese imports
includes the road legal WK
(White Knuckle) 300 Enduro.
This is the first mid-sized
Far-Eastern trailie we've seen
on these shores and it'll be
interesting to see whether or
not it will be any better than
the smaller Urban, Hymo and
Daijang 125 offerings.

Brought in by Quadzilla
importer’s Fast Toys, this
would-be Chinese XR is powered
by a bored-out 250cc SOHC
four-stroke Suzuki (copy) lump
housed within a steel chassis
clothed with a set of rather
unstylish body panels.
It comes with an electric boot

and claims to have an 85cm seat
height and a dry weight of 140kg,

SPRING

which means it'll be pretty hefty
when fuelled. A 125 and 450
version are also in the factory
pipeline too.

The WR300's available in
either red or blue and is retailing
at £2399, plus OTR which should
put it near the £2500 mark, all in.

Check out fasttoys.co.uk or call
01507 523900 for more info.

Spring is on its way and it’s certainly cheered up the Adventure Sport catego-
ry with sales up nine percent on last month, and although total motorcycle
sales (registrations) have dropped ten percent, that's still three percent up on
this time last year.

Now that the flurry of new registrations are over, the Trail/ Enduro sector
has settled to just one percent below last
February’s figures, not bad considering the
current NERC bill threat.

The top three spots in the Adventure/Sport
table remain unchanged, but Yamaha's pint-sized
DT125R SM grabs fourth place from the Triumph
Tiger which drops out of the top five. Meanwhile
Suzuki’s 650 V-Strom takes over fifth position
from the XT125X.

On the Trail/Enduro front only one Chinese
bike, the Urban, remains this month, but still
beats new entries from Suzuki’s RV125 and
Beta’s Rev 3, although it remains to be seen
actually how many of these Chinese crackers
will still be around come the end of the year.

Here’s the complete figures...

BMW R12006S 103
Honda KL125V 81
DR-1400 SM a3
Yamaha DT125R SM 37
Suzuki 650 V-Strom 33

Honda KR125L 86
Yamaha WR250F 67
Urban D125 50
Suzuki RV125 42
BetaRev3 a

_-/

Five times ISDE gold medal
winner Wayne Braybrook is
running a series of summer
training days at his practice
ground up in Lancashire.
The former BEC champ’s
courses are aimed at riders
looking to improve their
off-road technique. Honda
CRF250Xs will be available
on-site to ride or alternatively
you can ride your own bike.

Prices are £179.99 per day
(with use of 250X) or £340.00
for two days. With your own
machine it’s £139.99 per day
or £250.00 for the two-day
option. Available dates are:

26/27 May

301 June/July

1415 July

22/23 September

All prices include lunch,
refreshments, accident
insurance and riding kit

if required (subject to
availability). Call 0870
7742600 for info or to book.

For the first time, the 2006
Ryedale Rally will be a
two-day event, taking place
on 10-11 June, starting each
day in the Cropton Forest,

[ ring, North Yorks.

The rally will consist of
several laps over two different
courses in two different forests
with a liaison section between
the two of moorland road
with stunning views.

The tracks and fireroads
course has been specially
designed for big trailies and
less experienced riders will
be able to take part too, with
approximately 100 miles to
cover on the Satur and 60
miles the day afte
£95 - go to enduronew
for regs or email them at
slynes@aol.com.




SCOTT SUMMERS IS R
FIVE TIMES US GNCC
SERIES WINNER...

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO BIKE
YOU OWNED?

My first bike was an MR50, which I think
1 got when | was five years old, in ‘72.1
did a lot of motocross and trail riding
when | was young and then when I was
15 1 got a Honda XR200. I felt like I truly
learned how to ride a motorcycle when |

got that bike because the power character-

istics were extremely forgiving. I started
to understand how 1, as a rider, could
iffect the way the bike acted

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST

OFF-ROMAD COMPETITION?

My first event would have been a
motocross race when I was about seven
years old. My first off-road event would

have been a local two-hour Hare Scramble

in Kentucky. | guess what really hooked
me was the fact that [ was able to race my

80cc bike and beat a lot of the older racers.

It wasn’t about how well I did back then
Once | got into my mid teenage years |
started to figure things out and that's
when my results really started to improve

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HARDEST
EVENT YOU VE EVER RACED?

For me the hardest events were the ISDE
events I entered. | was just miserable at
those races. I grew up riding in very

tight trees, keeping the bike upright and
steering with the rear wheel. I never used
to lean the bike over so I never learned
how to have confidence in leaning my
bike and trusting the front wheel to grip.
It you leaned your bike over in cross-
country races in the US 10 or 15 years
ago then you would hit a tree. At the six
days you have to have a lot of confidence
in the front wheel and lean the bike in the
corners - everything I'd taught myself not
to do. | was very disappointed in myself
every time | went to a Six Days even if 1
did earn a gold medal

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER TO BE
YOUR BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?
| have several seasons that [ am very
proud of. I had lots of battles over the

years, with many great riders, which were
always great fun. The one event that
stands out was in "92, the Blackwater 100.
1 fell and broke my wrist in the middle of
the race. Back then they counted your
eight best race scores for the champi-
onship. It was the eighth race and if I won
it I would win the title. I knew my wrist
was broken and that if I didn’t finish the
race I'd be out for the rest of the season.

I was able to win the event and sit out
several races to let the break heal. That
performance won me the championship.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

By far the worst crash I ever had was
when I broke my Femur while practising
at my house in the spring of "99. I had just
won the previous round of the GNCC
series, after battling with Shane Watts. I
hit a jump on my practice track, came up
short and bounced over the bars. My bike
landed on me and broke my Femur really
badly. | was probably at the peak of my
career at that time and it took about three
years to get rid of the pain from that
injury. I saw a lot of doctors, had two
different pins put in it, which was both
disappointing and frustrating.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST

TRERSURED MEMORY?

I guess it is the success that I had over the
years. I would have never have dreamed
that I could have earned a living racing a
motorcycle. Not only the success that 1
had on the race track but also the fact

that I was competing at a time when the
sport’s profile was very much getting
raised. I also had a great relationship with
my fans. The impact that my success had
on the sport and being one of the ingredi-
ents in the recipe that has helped GNCC
racing get to where it is today is my great-
est memory.

WHICH RDER HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR CRREER?

When I was younger I looked up to the
athletes on the motocross side of the
sport. | was intrigued by riders like Ricky
Johnson. I was interested in how dedicat-
ed they were towards their physical con-
ditioning - the things they would put
themselves through Monday to Friday. 1
had a lot of respect for those riders. Those
guys were working with professional
trainers so that's what I started to do.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

1 would have to say the Honda XR600.
When that bike was born it was like it
was born for me. A lot of people made fun
of that bike and came up to me and said
‘why don’t you ride a proper bike'. I had
to defend that bike for years. Then when

I started winning people were able to jus-
tify their purchase because before I started
winning they would get teased as well. It
was just a great bike that perfectly suited
the way I rode

DO YOU HAVE A PREFERRED TERRAIN?
Although I have been a motorcycle racer
for most of my life I don’t really like
going fast. I prefer tighter more technical
terrain. If I'm going to make a mistake
and fall I'd much rather it was at 20mph
that 120mph. I am very much afraid of
high speed racing. I like terrain that is
safe. Tough terrain that doesn’t allow

you to reach high speeds is my favourite.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE OFF-RORD
SPORT NEEDS MORE OF?

Well, I think a big problem with the sport
is that it is difficult to enjoy as a spectator.
I'm frustrated now because I only get to
see a small fraction of the event. When |
was racing I'd get to see it all. If each
course was laid out in a big clover leaf
pattern, where the track would loop back
to the paddock area, it would be a lot
more exciting for the spectators.

WHAT DOES THE SPORT NEED

LESS OF?

1 guess people having such an attitude.
So many people get caught up in this
thing I guess they forget to have fun. Not
beating people makes them get frustrated
and angry, which is a shame because they
lose sight of why they started racing in
the first place - to have fun. When you get
money involved in racing that can sour
the whole experience. They say money is
the root of all evil and it can lead people
to cheat, and that dilutes the pure off-road
riding experience that existed before con-
tingency money used to be paid. I guess
all things need to stay in balance.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SPORT
WILL BE LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

I think it will continue to grow. At a
GNCC race people can visualise them-
selves doing what the top racers do,
which they often can’t in motocross and
certainly can’t in supercross. I think the
sport will continue to have record break-
ing numbers of riders compete. I can see
the GNCC series splitting so that quads
and solos have their own events, simply
because there will be too many bikes to
run on one weekend.

WHRAT MORE DO YOU WANT TO
ACHIEVE IN OFF-ROAD RACING?

I'm not really sure where my future lies.
I'll just do whatever makes me happy. I
don’t have a set plan where I want to be
a big team owner and all that. I'll do
whatever makes me happy. Right now |
have the opportunity to help a couple of
younger riders, which I'm enjoying doing.
I like being at home more than I used to
so I'm happy that I've been given the
opportunity to do what I'm doing now.

I really don’t know where the future will
lead me.
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LOVELY WEATHER

New places for trail riders to stay are always welcome -
The Old Weather Station centre is on the cu'i\_,v of the

Hafren forest, approximately
Llanidloes, Mid Wales, within easy reach of the trails

y eight miles north of

around Machynlleth, Rhayader and the Radnor Hills.

Iht‘ centre can J(L‘UINI“ULLH(‘ UP to 22 P(‘llpk‘, hﬂ‘v

plenty of parking and a large kit-drying area. Prices

start at just £10 per person per night and group
bookings are welcome, plus a ten percent group
discount if you mention TBM when booking. Check

out theoldweat}

station.com or call 0845 644 5161.

Braml new for this year is the Tarrenig rmsumfv
* taking place on Sunday 7 May. Run by tfié Hafren Di
Bike Club (organis&Fs of the ever-popular fafren Bally), -
the event will be held on a different.gfece of land fromi > -
the Hafren and a Iap will be annmlmatmnﬁmllcs
long with two special stages perlap.
Entry is just £50 and the moneywill go towards the -
Welsh ISDE teams for this year’s event in New Zealand.
Regs are now available on hafrendbc.co.uk or Send

«an SAE to Kate Jones, Cefngwilgy Fawr, Gorn Road,

Lianidioes, Powys, SY18 GLA. For more info e-mail
lunespcefnnilqmnanoo.owl

free...
laid up

fire & theft
insurance

with bikers home
insurance from mce.

The only home insurance
policy that also covers
your bikes, riding gear
and helmets.

0870 420 75 20

Call us now to find
out more about the
benefits of bikers
home insurance

*Cover subject to status.







