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Essex GH Motorcycles Colchester 01206 791155 : Wilishire Artdeans Swindon 01793 574800
Essex Just Bikes Leigh on Sea 01702 479330 : Wiltshire Bike Tech Southwick 01225 765765
Hampshire Husky Sport Cheriton 08445 450400 : Scotland ATV Adventure Xtreme Ltd  Glasgow 0141229 1432
Hampshire Infinity Motorcycles Ltd Famborough 01252 400000 : Scotland Tom Admson Motorcycles  Elgin 01343 550600
Hereford Big Bang Motorcycles Broad Dak 01981580077 : Wales Wayne Mounter Motorcycles  Pontypridd 01443 400960
Kent Colwin Motorcycles Sittinghourne 01795472512 @ Wales The Off Road Action Shop Brynmawr 01495 313144
Kent Dave Fox Motorcycles Ramsgate 01843591113 : Isle of Man Paul Dedman Motorcycles  Ramsey 01624 812390
Kent Red Dog Motorcycles Edenbridge 01732 863636 : Isle of Wight Moto-Hedz Sandown 01983 403388
Kent RP Motorcycles Gravesend 01474 532967 : Channel Islands Trevs Motorcycles Guernsey 01481 246463
Lancashire Motosupplies Camforth 01524734444 : Channel Islands Bobs Motorcycle Centre Jersey 01534 758255
Middlesex Gifford Motorcycles Ltd Staines 01784 452489 : Ireland Hugh McEvoy Motorcycles ~ Newry 02830 849972

- The 2006 Husqvarna TE250 featuring a host of technical revisions, designed to
~ - - 1L - - -

= e e improve the rideability and power delivery of this already successful machine,

(=] £ S i : . 2 :

2 o is now available at the following authorised Husqvarna dealers, along with the

3

- g2 rest of the updated 2006 range. Husqvarna - Play Different.

(] vl s

5 [£] £ Available from the following Authorised UK Husqvarna dealers:

< @ Conty  Dealer  Town  Teleghone | Conty  Dealer _ Town Telephone _

: L Avon Meredith Motocross Ltd Bristol 01179 714873 Motorcycle HQ West Drayton 01895 442595
0 3 Berkshire A4 Moto Reading 0118 9263388 Keep Biking Ltd Brackley 01280 705100

ﬂ o B Berkshire Gary Grover Racing Hungerford 01488 670400 i $8 Racing Shrewsbury 01743 821222

o g = Cornwall St Blazey Moto-X St Blazey 01726 816181 - Freestyle Ltd Mark Cross 01892 782288

o o ‘d.!; Derbyshire SR 0ff Road Worksworth 01629 820111 Red Dog Motorcycles Burgess Hill 01444 248848

) 1E- Devon Albion Motorcycles Ltd Exeter 01392260340 : Tyne & Wear Kawasaki Newcastle Newcastle-u-Tyne 0191 2723335

E S 3 Dorset Just Bikes Motorcycles Shaftesbury 01747851005 : West Midlands QB Motorcycles Lid Brierley Hill 01384 637168
2§ Dorset Mr Scooter Bournemouth 01202 466268 : West Yorkshire Cobb & Jagger Ltd Shipley 01274 591017
_ﬁ E Dorset Three Cross Motorcycles Ltd  Three Legged Cross 01202 810200 : North Yorkshire NTB Racing York 01904 750101
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"OFFICIAL UK GAS GAS IMPORTERS"

CHECKOUT THE OFFICIAL GAS GAS MOTOS LTD. UK DEALER LIST.

For further information visit www.husqvarna-moto.co.uk



e

T

- TN

The Cost of Living

this because the original Apple Mac computer

which I bought in order to start the mag back
in ‘95 and which had less computing power than
you find in your average remote control, cost about
the equlvalcnt of a small studio flat in Brighton.
Well, we're now on our fourth generation of comput-
ers here at TBM (with wafer-thin monitors, DVD
this, megabyte that, broadband the other) and each
one costs less than Charlie Boorman'’s lunch. The
same goes for things like plasma televisions, ipods,
cameras, and yes - even dirt bikes.

On the other hand, not everything costs less
year-on-year. My council tax bill seems to go up
faster than a Hertfordshire oil depot, train fares
appear to be constantly on the move (unlike the
trains themselves), and the last time I filled a 20L
jerrycan it made my eyes water - though, I did
drop it on my foot.

And what about property? Had I invested my
money into that Brighton flat instead of into what
has become a worthless piece of beige hardware,
I'd now be sitting on a small fortune - and one with
neighbours who know how to host a great dinner
party. Because while the cost of purchasing
something like a DVD player is actually cheaper
than buying yourself a cinema ticket, the cost of
owning a room in which to sit and watch its output

I n real terms, stuff is getting cheaper. I know

has (metaphorically speaking) gone through the roof.

All of which is a very roundabout way of saying
that next month’s TBM is going to cost a little
more - 25p more to be precise. Which will probably
cause the cheapskates among you to sit down
clutching your hearts, whilst others I suspect
won'’t even notice.

The problem is you see that historically we're
used to our newspapers (and thus magazines)
costing pennies. That’s because when Caxton

Si Melber
James Barnicoat
Mel Faiconer
Mark Williams, Chris
Evans, Jonty Edmunds, David Knight,
Mike Rapley, Alex Hearn, Patman
Steve Plain, Patsy Quick, Tamsin Jones
Andy Riley
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Natalie Watson
01225786815

020 8840 4760/5066

invented the Daily Mail, he made it affordable so
that he could tell everyone how much their one-
bedroom hovel in the forest of Birmingham had
gone up since it was first valued in the Domesday
book, whilst selling acres of advertising space to
the suppliers of rat-catchers and wizards.

So people expect their periodicals to be cheap.
interestingly, the same goes for using services like
the Royal Mail. Which because some of TBM’s more
senior contributors still remember using Penny-Black
stamps, they expect to be able to send letters for just
a few pence. Well I'm sorry, but things just aren’t
like that anymore. Sure you can still post a first
class letter for 30p, but if you actually want it to
be delivered to the correct address then you end
up doing what we do, and using Special Delivery -
which currently costs £3.85. Add in the cost of a bit
of compensation in case they lose your valuable
photograph, and you can easily be looking at the
thick end of ten quid just to send a single trans-
parency from one town to another. On the other
hand you can pick up a copy of TBM and see
hundreds of great pictures - all for less than the
cost of delivering just one image to Swindon.

How weird is that?

So there you go. TBM is officially great value as
I've just proved beyond doubt. And of course if you
subscribe (trailbikemag.com), then you save yourself
even more money - well you will do if you subscribe
within the next month and take advantage of the
existing subs price (and if that isn’t a very un-subtle
hint, I don’t know what is). Alternatively you could
always invest your £3.20 a month in a high interest
savings account and at the end of ten years, well
you might've just about saved up enough for a
pink doorknob for your flat in Brighton...

S| MELBER
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38 TALKING DIRTY
Chris tells us about ‘his own little Dakar..
40 TOTALLY RUTTED
Williams hasn't mellowed over the festive period...
42 HACKED OFF
Fugitive Alex Hearn is on Charley Boorman's case...
44 Best of Three
2006 Husky TE250 v Yamaha WR250F v KTM 250SK-F..
98 PATRICIA, QUEEN OF THE DESERT!
Patsy Quick, hecomes the first British woman
to finish the Dakar..!
66 MARSHAL LAW.
What really happens in the mad
bad world of ofi-road racing..
74 THE GREAT ES-CAPE
. Tamsin Jones dodges crocs in the
Northern Territories...

Pic: DPPI - Dakar winner Marc Coma's KTM
being worked on during the tenth day...

86 STAFF BIKES
mmmnumm-mzu_

88 TRICK BITS

More must-have items from the aftermarket..

90 PLAIN AND SIMPLE

TBM technical guru Steve Plain answers your questions._.
98 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter starts the year with another win...

102 THE TOUGH ONE

From Nantmawr Quarry, Oswestry...
110 SPAIN REIGNS SUPREME

Round one of the Indoor World Trials
116 THE PATMAN

Patman takes up the ‘Hairy Assed Challenge..
120 WHAT'S THE STORY2

Cheshire rider Dave Rowland..
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John Rushworth & Honda TLR250:
When the Scottish Highlands are
your back garden, you get to ride
some awesome terrain - with the
landowner’s permission of course!
Pic: TBM
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WODBIWOIDIEIN

Spaniard Marc Coma claimed his
first ever Dakar Rallye win despite
the sad death of his KTM-Repsol
team-mate Australian Andy
Caldecott.

Last year’s winner Frenchman
Cyril Despres gave up his fight
to retain his desert crown after
crashing and suffering a dislocated
shoulder, but carried on to finish
as runner-up with four special
stage wins to boot.

Highest placed Brit finisher
was tough Derbyshire rider Mick
Extance aboard his Honda Racing
CRF450X in 27th position. And it

was fourth time lucky for Brit
lady rider KTM 525 mounted
Patsy Quick, who finished 88th
with co-rider Clive ‘Zippy” Town
right behind in 89th place.

Nick Plumb came home 78th
and honourary Brit Si Pavey
eventually finished in 86th spot
after both his ‘Race To Dakar’
team-mates Charley Boorman
and Matt Hall retired, due to a
broken hand and exhaustion
respectively.

In total, the 28th Dakar saw
93 riders complete the gruelling
Lisbon-Lac Rose 15-day race.

FINAL STANDINGS
POSITION  RIDER

COMA
DESPRES
SALA

BLAIS

DE GAVARDO
ULLEVALSETER
DUCLOS
CASTEU
RODRIGUES
VINTERS

TIME
§5:27:.17
56:40:46
$7:57:05
$8:03:35
5$8:50:04
§9:22:09
B0:1L13
61:43:38
62:21:58
63:20:31

SEZ5558885E

Andy Caldecott 1964 - 2006

As some subscribers will no doubt be aware,
a number of January subs copies of TBM
were mailed out with only a partial address
on them, which resulted in some issues not
being delivered (or delivered on time).

This was an error on the part of the mail-
ing house we used and was not due to TBM
or the subscription company using incorrect
data. We would like to apologise for any

inconvenience caused.

Though the error has now been rectified,
any subscriber who has still not received
their January issue should call our subs
hotline on 020 7903 3993 for a replacement.

Rest assured we have now changed our
mailing house so hopefully there will be
no further problems. Sincere apologies...

LITTLEE

LARGE

When the going
gets Tough...

Staged at Nantmawr Quarry,
Oswestry on 21 January the 2006
extreme hare scramble race the
“Tough One’ once again saw David
Knight demolish the rest of the
field to win for the second consecu-
tive year.

Despite having to run up a very
steep hill (twice!) before getting on
his KTM David took just half an
hour to fight his way through the
30 rider strong premier class before
taking the lead.

And it stayed that
way for the rest of the
race, with Knighter
completing 17 laps and
finishing a whole lap
clear of runner-up
Honda pilot Wayne
Braybrook, earning him-

former WEC champ Paul Eddy
pulling out after just an hour,
despite leading the race after the
first lap and earning £250 for his
efforts thus far.

TM racer Euan McConnell
wrested third place away from
trials ace Graham Jarvis just before
the end, with Ed Jones and Juan
Knight following them home in
fifth and sixth positions. See page
102 for the full story...

SNIPPETS

© WYN-WYN SITUATION

Former BEC front runner Wy
Hughes is again running his
popular Husqvarna enduro
training schools this year.
Available dates are:

29 Jan Lark-Hill Salisbury
5March  Carno Mid-Wales
10/11 June Cardiff

25 June Carno Mid-Wales
9 July Lark-Hill Salisbury
For more info and to book,
email: wynandtracy@tre-
feglwys.fsnet.co.uk

© THE RIGHT WAY

Even if you've never trail

ridden in Rutland before,
now'’s your chance to make
sure you still can in the future.
Rutland County Council
Highways Department

(responsible for Public Rights
Of Way) are putting together a
PROW improvement plan that
will identify any changes that
need to be made to develop
the current network.

Head of Highways,

Malcolm Ainley, said, ‘It is
important that anybody who
is interested in the PROW in
Rutland forward their views.
This does not mean that we
only want to hear from the
many people who currently
use the PROW Network.’
This is to be done via an

The little town of Keith in South Aus-
tralia is in mourning following the
death of four-time Australian Safari
winner Andy Caldecott who had only
recently been called up to the KTM
Repsol team for this year’s Dakar to
replace the injured Jordi Durar
was holding tenth place overall
he died on the ninth stage of the race
following a fatal neck injury sustained
during a high speed crash.

With his distinctive pony-tail hair

and staring eyes, the quit'tly spoken
Caldecott was one of those blokes who
lived for bike racing and was an inspi-
ration to many riders. His home town
of Keith had formed a fundraising
committee back in 2003 to finance
Andy’s Dakar dream.

A fund has been set-up to help his
wife Tracey and daughter Caitlin. The
Andy Caldecott Memorial Trust is the
a/c name, bank: ANZ, Branch: Keith,
BSB: 015-595, 4955-98859.

self a cool £1500 prize
money in the process.

With the second hour
being ridden in the dark
all the riders had to pick
their way around the
semi floodlit course - an
incredibly difficult task
that proved beyond
some riders.

And it wasn’t all
plain sailing for some
of the top boys, with

online survey (found at):
rutland.gov.uk / rowipsurvey -
and the simple questions do
take account of the off-road
community’s needs.

As an added incentive, the
Council is offering the chance
to win £100 worth of gift
vouchers to complete the
form. Deadline for responses
is 24 March 2006.
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SPANISH RIDER IVAN
CERVANTES WON THE
ENDURO 1 CLASS IN 2005

WHRT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

The first proper enduro bike I had was
a 500cc four-stroke KTM, four years
ago. Before that I used my father’s

XR Honda to go trail riding with my
friends. Because I was racing for KTM
Spain as a motocross rider it wasn't
right that I was also riding a Honda.
T'hey gave me an enduro bike and
asked if [ wanted to ride the first
Spanish championship race. I did and
I won it, and my enduro career started

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE
ENDURO?

I think that it would have to be the
races in Spain, just because of the
support I get from the Spanish enduro
fans. But races in Finland are very
enjoyable - very technical, very sandy
motocross tests, which I enjoy. I also
like to try and entertain the public so
I really like the indoor events as well

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HARDEST
ENDURDO THAT YOU HAVE RACED?
Any race in the mud as it is very
difficult for me. I know that if it is very
muddy I can’t win against some riders.
I used to try and win every race in the
mud but that meant crashing a lot.

However my mud riding has improved.

T'he WEC race in Italy last year was
very hard because it was really wet. |
felt okay but Salminen was 30 seconds
a test faster than me!

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

I think it would have to be the third

race of the 2005 WEC. There was a very
dangerous enduro test but I rode well.

I had won the first two world champi-
onship races the year before and then
things fell apart for me at race three,

50 | was a little afraid the same might
happen again. My friends joked with me
that I wouldn’t do very well. To win on
both days, and then at the fourth race, |
knew that I could win the E1 world title.

WHAT HARS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

The last race of the 2005 world champi-
onship, where I rode a 125. I heard a few
people saying that I only won the 2005
E1 title because of my bike, and that |
wouldn’t have won on a 125. | wanted
to show them that I could race and win
on a 125. But I wasn’t able to do much
training on the bike and the first day
didn’t go so well. On day two I was
riding well but then I had a big crash

on the enduro test. | was disappointed
because | was sure I could win. I wanted
to close the mouths of those people.

WHRAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

It was at the same race, the last race

of the ‘05 WEC. Because there isn’t as
much bottom-end power on the 125 as
there is with the 250cc four-stroke I was
a little too aggressive with the power.

I came out of a corner, lifted the front
wheel across some rocks and cart
wheeled down the track. A big crash.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST

TREASURED ENDURD MEMORY?

One day at my home I went riding with
my friends. I have a very difficult trials
climb, which I rode to the top of on my
enduro bike for a spot of extreme test
training. | was expecting my friends to
follow me on their bikes but they didn’t,
they just looked at me and laughed. I
had to ride about 15 of their bikes up the
climb. My friends claim that I won the
world championship this year because I
was gund on the extreme tests, because
they made me ride up the hill!

WHICH RIDER HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR CRREER?

Juha Salminen without a doubt. Juha is
the number one rider because of what
he has achieved over the past five years.
His mentality, his style, his ability on a
bike, these are all things that make him
such a great rider. He is the king of
enduro for me and I am looking
forward to racing against him in 2007.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

The bike I ride now, the 250cc¢ four-
stroke. It is such an easy bike to ride,

I love it. | have ridden most sized bikes

and the 250cc four-stroke does every-
thing any other bike does. It is small
and light but has good power.

WHICH IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

Sand. I know that might sound wrong
because I live in Spain and I always
train on hard ground, but I prefer
softer, sandy terrain. When I was rac-
ing motocross I always liked to race
in the sand, in Holland and Belgium.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT

NEED MORE OF?

I think that bonuses for winning extreme
tests rather than points towards the
world championship would be a good
idea. Because you can easily lose a race,
and possibly a world championship, by
making a mistake in an extreme test
many riders would prefer if there were
separate prizes for them. That way you
could still put on a show as well as
winning something. The other thing is
to try and reduce the distance between
the special tests, so the public don’t
have to drive from one to the other.

WHAT DOES THE SPORT OF
ENDURO NEED LESS OF?

I think that if we took away all the
muddy races it would be better!
Seriously, I think that sometimes the
sport’s politics do more damage than
good but apart from that I think the
world championship is pretty good at
the moment. Also, people who try and
stop us riding our bikes are very bad
for our sport. These people seem to be
everywhere now, all over the world.

WHAT WILL THE SPORT OF ENDURO
BE LIKE IN FIVE YERRS?

I think the image of the sport will get
better and better, certainly for the WEC.
For the rest, I don’t know. We have prob-
lems with the places that we are allowed
to ride so we might have more and more
cross-country races. I think things like
extreme tests will become more popular.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT

TO ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

I want to win more world titles. But I
also liked racing in Las Vegas so maybe
I would like to race in the US. Now, |
want to win one more Enduro 1 title
before moving to a 450 in the Enduro 2
class. After that, I don’t know exactly
but as long as I am enjoying everything
that is what is important to me.

Merri-Go-Roun
As the start of the 2006 enduro season looms ever
nearer, four-time enduro world champion Stefan
Merriman is still without a guaranteed ride.

At the time of going to press, the Aussie legend
has yet to sign for a factory team, despite parting
with Italian-based UFO Corse Yamaha two months
ago. The 32-year-old was facing a substantial drop
in \dldl'}' due to the Japanese parent company’s
decision to withdraw part of their enduro funding.

And despite failed negotiations with the CH
Husqvarna team and a rumoured signing for
[talian outfit KL Kawasaki, Merriman'’s future still
looks undecided...

SELLING POINT

The overall motorcycle sales marketplace had a steady
month last December, remaining at two percent above
the same time the year before.

Despite a slight dip, the Adventure Sport category
was still a full 28 percent ahead of overall figures, with
the Trail/ Enduro class up a very respectable three per-
cent to boot.

There was no stopping the mighty 1200 GS Beem
with another 109 units sold and a well-earned fifth
spot in the top ten registrations table - the on
road’ bike in the line-up. But it was goodbye to
aha’s XT600X, as the pint-sized DT125R took fifth
place instead.

There was no change in the Trail/ Enduro sector
with the ever-popular Honda XR125L still out front
with another 71 machines sold. Complete figures
were as follows...

ADVENTURE SPORT

1 BMWR12006S 1980
2 Honda XL125V 103
3 Triumph 955 Tiger 563
3 Suzuki 650 V-Strom 560
5 Yamaha DT125R SM 420
TRAIL/ENDURO

1 Honda XR1251 980
2 Suzuki RV125 542
3 Yamaha DT125 462
4 Yamaha WRASOF 379 |
5 KTM 450EXC m

free...
laid up

fire & theft
Insurance

with bikers home
insurance from mce.

The only home insurance
policy that also covers
your bikes, riding gear
and helmets.

0870 420 75 20

Call us now to find
out more about the
benefits of bikers
home insurance




STORY £ PICS: BARNI

Suddenly electric dirtbikes are springing up
everywhere. TBM flew to Switzerland for an
exclusive test of the very latest battery-bike...

f all the countries around the world,
Switzerland has gotta be most
highly regulated and environmentally
tious of all. Apparently in Switzerland
it’s illegal to own an un-silenced alarm clock,
and also against the law to take a ‘leak’” in the
standing position after ten o’clock at night.

I kid you not.

In fact, such is the Swiss people’s obsession

with rules and the environment that when it
nes to organising their national enduro cham-
onship they run it in someone else’s country!
So much better than polluting your own back
yard, don’tcha think?

All of which nonsense means that it probably
won’t come as much of a surprise to you to
discover that the latest electric dirtbike to break
cover comes from the country where the act of
mowing your lawn at the wrong time of day
can actually land you in jail...

consci

Ex MX

Quantya is a relatively new company, formed
just two years ago by friends Allessandro Tiberia
(or Alex, as he’s otherwise known) and Max
Modena. Both are keen motocrossers (though
we won’t hold that against them..!), and like all
great ideas the Quantya bike was born over a
drink at the bar. “Two double sparkling waters
please, barman.’

Although Switzerland is clearly a very
different kinda place to the UK, the pair realised
that noise is gradually killing off dirtbiking o
a global scale. And that a quiet (or in the case of
an electric bike, virtually silent) machine has the
potential to open up huge new riding areas not
just in the countryside, but also in an urban
environment! And that’s exactly where TBM
tested the new bike. In a warehouse in “down-
town’ Lugano. Not 200 yards from the lake of
the same name and in the shadow of snow-
capped mountains. If only we were allowed
out there!

Rather than sell the 100 Quantyas the
company aim to have produced by the end

f ruary, Alex and Max are hoping some
budding entrepreneurs will set-up a number
of ‘arrive-and-ride” schemes across Europe.
And it’s one such scheme that they’ve organised

WANTYA..

in Lugano. Of course, they’ll still sell individual
bikes to paying punters, but by running what
could be considered a fleet of demonstrators
they can offer a greater level of support and
keep track of how this batch of bikes are per-
forming, whilst getting their name seen by a
greater number of people. Makes sense really.

Hall of Fame

As I walked through the giant doors into the

exhibition hall which housed the Quantya track

I noticed something about the circuit - there

wasn’t any dirt. Potted plants yes, and a few
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