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boulder bounding!
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Over three hours of
commentaries, relive
the efforts of top
trials riders Arthur
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TIPS

All Show... o Go!

ell that’s the Dirt Bike Show over and
done with for another year. According
to the show organisers” PR people, nearly

21,000 visitors attended during the four days in
November this year - though I suspect from what I
saw with my own eyes, that that figure may be just
slightly on the optimistic side. If so, it wouldn’t be
the first time that a show attendance figure had been
‘rounded-up’ by a few thousand people. Then again
who can blame ‘em? In an industry where everyone
exaggerates their sales figures (yes, including
magazines) to help make them
look good, they’re only guilty
of playing by the same rules
as everybody else.

And if the actual number of
people through the door was
nearer, oh I don’t know... say,
15,000-16,000 paying punters,
then that prompts the ques-
tion: where were all the
other off-road enthusiasts

that day? Or perhaps more J ! i e

EXHIBITOR

importantly, if you are an
off-road enthusiast then
why wouldn’t you want to
go to the only off-road show in town?
Certainly it can’t have helped that it clashed with
the last round of the sh Enduro Championship.
But then again, I suspect that the answer is slightly
more obvious than that. A quick trawl of the TBM
Forum reveals a certain amount of dissatisfaction
with the costs involved in attending the show (both
in terms of the cost of entry for a family, and tl
sky-high prices charged for food and drink at these
venues). On the other hand, the cost of hiring a place
like the NAC isn’t cheap and in order for the show
to succeed and prosper, then those costs have to be
met somewhere along the line.
Certainly the cost of entry for the paying public
was an important issue to TBM; to such an extent
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that as a magazine we didn’t agree to sign up for
this year’s show until we’d received (personal)
confirmation from the top man himself that entry
fees would be frozen at last year's prices. Wonde
how many other magazine editors did that?

So does the industry really need a show all of
its own? Yes I believe it does. Because without
collective representation we are nothing more
than a small number of individuals, each of us
pulling in a different direction. And we already
know what happens when our disparate voices
get ignored. What the show does is to unite the

industry (in as much as that’s ever possi-
ble), and give it a communal
face (and voice) and collec-
tively greater political clout.

I realise that cost is
important to you guys -
though clearly not as
important as it was to the
bloke who stood at our stand
and declared proudly that he

never bought his own copy of

TBM, he simply shared his mates’

ones. Let’s hope he doesn’t do

the same when it comes to buy-

ing underpants. But tight-asses
aside, how much would you pay
to secure the future of dirt biking in the UK? Because
those of you who failed to attend the show this year
for reasons of parsimony should now ask yourselves
whether you want to have a dirt bike industry in this
country in the next ten years? Or whether you want
a future for dirt biking at all? Indeed whether you
want to be able to read about dirt bikes and dirt bik-
ing in a magazine like TBM, come to that. Because
without the industry and the punters who support it,
the whole thing’s got the whiff of a pair of borrowed
boxer shorts...
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As the NERC Bill becomes
law, we suspect that
there are likely to be a
whole lot more dusk-time
trail rides going on...

Pic: Si Melber




This pic perfectly sums up
exactly what the sport

of enduro is all about.
Ivan Cervantes splashes
through a Greek stream.
Pic: Jonty Edmunds

* SEE MORE AT WWW.FOXEUROPE.COM *
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New KTMO950 Super Enduro laun

" BETA THAN EVER

The new 2006 Beta Rev-3 trials iron
comes with a £3395 price tag - £100
cheaper than last year’s model -
making it the UK’s cheapest 250cc
trials bike.

This year’s Rev-3 came top of
our five bike trials shoot-out back
in May, and refinements to the 2006
model include a modified cylinder
that should improve the carburetion
and the bike’s ‘feel” at low
speeds.

A new shock with revised
settings plus a new steering
head angle provide increased
traction and stability to an
already well-balanced bike.

[ The lower footrest position-

TM have added two big-hitters

to their adventure sport and
enduro ranges with the launch of
the new KTM 990 Adventure and
the KTM 950 Super Enduro R twin-
cylinder models.

The 990 will be a strong con-
tender for the BMW 1200GS's
crown. A natural progression of the
950 launched three years ago, the

10 TEM

990 has more power, with a 999cc
LC8 engine, plus electric fuel injec-
tion and ABS. The reworked motor
also claims to offer significantly
improved torque and smoother
power delivery.

The 990 is available as either the
sporty option KTM 990 Adventure
S, with longer suspension travel and
new ‘Dakar-Design’ blue design,
while the standard model is a little
lower than the S model and comes
in either a orange-grey or black-grey
paint scheme.

The KTM 950SE is also derived
from the popular 950 Adventure,
utilising 516 same compact LC8
lump. The SE benefits from
improved handling and stiffer WP
suspension set-up, with the travel
increasing from 250 to 255mm.

There’s also a new front fender, new

headlight, one-piece 14L tank and a
narrower profile seat, along with a
stronger aluminium bashplate that
provides additional protection for
the newly placed oil tank.

Launch test coming soon...

! ing should also help with

rider balance and feel.

On the looks front there’s
fresh matt black / fluorescent
red graphics, new decals (to try
and prevent frame/swinging arm
wear) and a newly designed head-
light and rear fender.

The Rev-3's available now - call
Beta UK on 01535 655970. Watch
out for a test in the near future...

Not Good Lord..!

Originally scheduled to take place
on 22 November, due to pressure
of parliamentary business the
Committee Stage of the NERC Bill
in the House of Lords has been
moved back to 12 December.

Despite several of their Lord-
ships favouring backdating the
cut-off date for byway upgrade
claims to 19 May 2005, the TRF and
LARA are nevertheless continuing
to fight for a 12-month window
from the date the Bill becomes
law, as proposed by DEFRA in
their original consultation docu-
ment in December 2003.

LARA are quoting Rural
Minister Jim Knight who during
the second reading of the NERC
Bill in the Commons this June said,
‘1 do not believe that the problems
(re claims) are large enough to jus-
tify the use of retrospective law -
and I do not know that we can get
away with it. That is the bottom

line. I am not sure that the courts
would think that those problems
were large enough.’

However, having already failed to
get the amendments agreed with the
off-road vehicle user groups accepted
in the third Commons reading, it’s
debatable whether Knight's words
will have any currency in the Lords,
but trailriders are still being urged to
contact any sitting Lord and putting
our case.

So, please all of you - contact
your MPs (to put pressure on their
Lordships), and also any peer you
may know of or is relevant to your
area. If you're unsure whether a Peer
sits in the House of Lords or not, con-
tact the Lords Information Office on
020 7219 3107 or look on the web at

arliament.uk / directories /
Eouse_of_lords_information_office/
alphabetical_list_of_members.cfm.

If you're still in any doubt about
the points to make - and in your own

words so we aren’t accused of
‘form’ letter writing - try these:

The Government must reverse
its proposal to make the NERC leg-
islation retrospective by disallow-
ing any BOAT claims (other than
for private access) made since 19
May 2005.

The Government must provide
a realistic period of time for ROW
records to be sorted out.

The Government should accept
LARA’s proposal of introducing a
sustainability assessment before
any BOAT can be recorded.

Any further comments about
the denial of human rights, the
already tiny number of byways
open to vehicles that are being fur-
ther reduced (with the consequent
implications for over-use), the
impossibility of policing rogue ele-
ments, and the falsehoods parlayed
by GLEAM and the Ramblers
Association regarding a backlog of
DMMO claims (most of which are
to do with access to property, not
RoW upgrades), could be useful.

Do it now, while there’s still
time..!
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& SCRAMBLE IT

Wirral Off Road has just
announced their 2006 GB Hare
Scramble six-round series dates.
There will be revised classes this
year with races open to pro,
championship, expert, clubman,
veteran, sportsman and junior
riders.

Dates are:

11 February

1vi2 March

8/9 April

20/21 May

3/4 June

22/23 July

2/3 September

For more details and the full
WOR 2006 events calendar
check out wirraloffroad.com ‘

free...
laid up

fire & theft
Insurance

Newly crowned WEC champion David Knight
showed yet again why he is the world’s best
enduro racer by winning the inaugural Red Bull
Last Man Standing race in Texas last month, netting
$10,000 prize money in the process.

Knighter won the invitation-only one-off extreme
enduro with a staggering 10 minutes to spare, with
Nathan Kanney and Michael Lafferty claiming
second and third places respectively.

The 88-rider elimination-style event consisted
of 160 miles (4x40 mile laps) of extremely technical
going. The 2500-acre venue included near vertical
rocky climbs, creek beds strewn with felled trees
and fast top gear open trails.

The field was eventually whittled down to 18
finalists who then had to ride the last two laps at
night, with only 14 actually crossing the finish line.
Check out page 122 for the full SP...

BREAK THE BANK

Paul Edmondson wrapped up the 2005 British Enduro
Championship after taking victory at this year’s John
Banks enduro in Thetford Forest, Norfolk.

The Diss MCC organised event was the final round of
the Motul British Enduro Championship and despite
being hounded every step of the way by eventual
runner-up Chris Hay and third placed Daryl Bolter,
Eddy secured victory in the freezing conditions.

This is the fifth time Eddy’s won the John Banks and
it’s also his sixth British Championship. David Knight
who had been leading the championship chase was

with bikers home
insurance from mce.

Following our T-6 GoBlade review
in last month’s TBM, a brand new
XT3 model has just been announced
which should hopefully sort out the
limited runtime and price issues,
and provide more power.

Available from March/April
2006, the XT3 (Xtended Time) will
be the first ever production motor-
cycle to use Lithium-Ion battery
technology, resulting in a claimed
three-fold increase in runtime over
the current T6 model.

Test rides have shown the new
Blade will provide about an hour’s
worth of intensive motocross type

ed, with the new 60-volt, 50-amp
system and 21.2k motor producing
a claimed 28.3 bhp, about 10 percent
more than the T-6.

The suspension has been changed
to Marzocchi 35mm forks and WP
rear shock although the Ohlins sus-

© 100 PER-CENT

Thanks to everyc

supported the Br E team
and bought a raffle ticket to win
a stunning Husqvarna 10
Centennial Enduro bike, worth

pension as used on the T-6 will still £13,995.

Unfortunately there could
only be one winner and that was
Steve Holbrow, vice-chairman of

be available as an option.

Standard battery re-charging
times are slightly improved but the
packs will still take upwards of 30
minutes to fully juice up.

The price will be a more wallet-
friendly £3,400 plus VAT, around
£600 less than the current model.

For more info call Stuart Rutter

the Wiltshire TRF whose name
was drawn out of the hat on the
last day of the Dirt Bike Show.

& BACK IN BLACK

performance or up to three hours
of ‘normal’ use such as trail riding.
Power output has also been boost-

on 07973 363309 or email him on
info@GoBlade.co.uk.

A rather sexy
limited edition
black stack

away competing in the USA.

CHRISTMAS CALCULATIONS

Latest figures show overall motorcycle sales are holding
steady for the festive season, still one percent ahead of
this time last year.

! The buoyant Adventure /Sport category is still up 32
percent from Oct ‘04, with the big 1200 Beemer shifting
another 102 units - 26 more than the new Yamaha R1..!

It's more of the same in the Trail / Enduro class, with
sales figures identical to this time last year. After its
return to the fold last month Yamaha’s WR450F has
held onto fifth place with another 26 bikes sold, with m
the unstoppable Honda XR125L way out in front, up o
a further 55 units. UNION

0870 420 75 20

Call us now to find
out more about the
benefits of bikers
home insurance

ystem from
Teng Tools is
now available
at almost half
the normal
list price. I
The 100
specially made

16-drawer
systems are

made up of a seven-drawer
roller cabinet, six-drawer top
box and three-drawer middle
box and will fit in over 60 tool
trays. £646.19 is the special offer
price instead of the usual
£1280.75 - call Toolstars on 0
711500 for more info...

The only home insurance
policy that also covers
your bikes, riding gear
and helmets.

Miniature I_-Ieroes

Calling all Dakar fans... 88 Days
twice motorcycle Dakar s
winner Hubert Auriol has
organised a Paris-Dakar rally
team race for Yam XT500s.

The Heroes Legends
Classic Ride is a rally not just
focused on speed but on nav-
igation - the main objective Fiiat (Oakorf: arch 4, 2008
is to finish without injury to L_ T
either person or bike. Entry is
open to 50 teams, each consisting of up to three riders, one XT500 and
one 4x4 support vehicle. The race will include timed liaison sections
and special stages, just like the real Dakar Rallye.

It starts in Paris on 18 February and finishes in Dakar on 4 March.
Entry fees are 10,000 euros per team, with the mandatory IriTrack
tracking system rental 600 euros and 1950 euros for transport costs.

A nice touch is the introduction of a John Deacon Award that will
reward the achievements of the rider/team that is most helpful to
fellow participants en-route. The inaugural Paris-Dakar rally was won
on a Yamaha XT500 and Auriol also entered his first rally on one. For
more info log onto heroeslegend.com.

REmEEE=s

Start (Parisy: Feoruary 15, 2006

& WYN OR LOSE

Former BEC and ISI
competitor Wyn Hughes is
running another of his popular
enduro training schools on
Friday 30 December, at Larkhill
near Salisbury. Call Wyn on |
01686 430455 to book. !

mearn -

i

mce

insurance made easy

*Cover subject to status.
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Make a Splash: Overseas
trail riding holidays are
one way of getting your
off-road kicks. Lots of tour
companies now run them...

As the trailriding community attempts to come to

terms with the post-NERC consequences, TBM asks
what can you do now to enjoy your riding...?

ruly we should’ve known you can never
I trust a politician. But as the smoke clears
post-NERC we've decided to take a look

at ways that you can still enjoy your trail riding
in Blair’s Britain. And we look at some of the
more ingenious w of getting round the
Government’s draconian new laws, or enjoying
what we have left, in the best possible manner.

The problem with bad legislation is that it
undermines the
principles of just and
fair jurisdiction on
which the democracy
of Britain prides itself.
And when politicians
use the power of
the law to persecute
minorities, they can
expect trouble. So
what are the options
now open to trail
riders, and what can
we do to make our
sport more enjoyable
in future?

Well first of all
we'd like to make it
absolutely clear that

‘In many people’s

enforcers that illegal riding (which has always
existed in the UK), is likely to become even more
prolific now, as riders who quite justifiably feel
let down by ‘bad’ legislation, question the logic
behind the partial criminalisation of what has
hitherto been a perfectly legitimate pastime. In
other words - in many people’s minds, what was
once a road, will remain a road in their eyes. And
just because some ephemeral politician dictates
that some track is no
longer a legal carriage-
way... well that won’t
necessarily stop them
from riding it.

Okay, so what has
changed? Well, as this
article is having to be
penned before the
NERC Bill becomes law
(because of publishing
deadlines), you'll excuse
us if we are still slightly
vague on the subject.
However as we under-
stand it the new law
will effectively remove
vehicular Rights of Way
from all Roads Used as

minds, what

TBM is in no way
encouraging riders
to break the law.
However we feel it
only fair to point out
to the lawmakers and

was once a road, will remain

a road in their eyes... Even

if some ephemeral politician

dictates that it’s no longer
a legal carriageway...’

Public Paths (RUPPs)

which are still classified

as such on the definitive

map and have not had

a claim submitted for

upgrading (a DMMO)
TTEM 1S







