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What’s In a N\ame...?

ne of the more esoteric things I love
D about TBM’s weekend warrior readers

(compared with your typical moto-
crosser for instance), is their innate inability to
not take themselves too seriously. Nowhere is this
better illustrated than when it comes to the team
names they chose for themselves when racing.
For instance at the recent TBM Dawn to Dusk
12hr Enduro (where TBM’s own Suzi-Perry
impersonator - the Mockney Mel Falconer - was
commentating) you could find some of the best
team names we’'ve ever come across.

Monikers such as Mud Life Crisis, the Jersey
Sweaters (three lads from Jersey) and the Seedless
Grapes, rubbed shoulders with the splendidly
entitled Yammie Dodgers, Numb & Number,
Fossils racing and Still Norfolk & Good (say it
in a Norfolk accent).

We particularly liked: And Then There Were
Two (old Genesis references will always find a
welcome home in TBM), The Welsh Hill Billies,
Von Ryans Excess, Unfinished Business and the
Grumpy Old Gits. Other great names ranged
from the sublime: Blonde Moment Racing, Dawn
Till Dinner, and Which Way Up, to the downright
ridiculous: The Top Heavy Lovelies, Two Dogs
Racing and Cillit Bang!

And while we laughed at Phat B’stard Racing,
Team Strap On, Packet of 3, The Knobby
Spankers, Owen Money, Caution - Contains

Si Melber
James Barnicoat
Mel Falconer
Mark Williams,
Chris Evans, Jonty Edmunds,
David Knight, Mike Rapley,
RAlex Hearn, Steve Plain, Foto-X
Caleh Mason

ISSN 1359-0324

TBM PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

Mel: 020 7903 3993

Natalie Watson
01225786815

020 8840 4760/5066

Nuts!, Drunken Monkeys, What No Team (he
was riding alone), and Rinaldi Yamaha (I Wish),
we did struggle to get our heads around: A No 2
Squirrel Protocol, Bizbot and Team Tortelloni.

But by far and away our favourite team name
has to be the immortal: To Infirmary & Beyond.
Well done guys, a minor classic.

It's probably just as well then that TBM readers
aren’t employed to come up with the names for
dirt bikes, although you've got to wonder how
some off-road models came by their names. Moto
Guzzi’'s Quota for instance - was it because it
exhibited more than its quota of breakdowns -
or because it consistently failed to reach its quota
of sales? MuZ’s Mastiff... (cos it was Bull?). The
Kymco Stryker... (less of a striker, more like on
the subs bench), the Enfield Bullet Trail... (save
the last bullet for yourself?), or the ultimate cut
‘n’ shut: the forthcoming Gas Gas’” Endupam...
(they even cut ‘n’ shut the name!).

Whatever the case, none of the above can lay
claim to being the best named dirt bike which
is of course reserved for that now legendary
Seventies classic: the Hodaka Super Rat. Any
dirt bike which takes its name from a large flea-
ridden rodent responsible for the death of half
the population of Europe (Have you ever heard
of the Bubonic Plague, Manuel? It was very pop-
ular here at one time?), has got to be some kind
of ultimate...

S| MELBER

0207396 8000 Rowe The Printers

16 TBM's ULTIMATE GARAGE GIVEAWRY
WIN yourself a Dream Garage...
24 LETTERS
You said it...
34 TALKING DIRTY
Chris Evans on the fine art of column writing...
36 COMPLETELY RUTTED
Williams is an old-fashioned Stick in the Mud...
38 HACKED OFF
‘Please can | be excused sir, asks Alex Hearn..?
40 RIGHT TO RIDE
Committees, Quangos and No-Go's..
44 ROCKS AROUND THE CLOCK
The annual TBM Dawn to Dusk 12-hour enduro...
96 GET UP AND GO! L
John Rushwoerth's ITGIII!E overland ‘dmn\[yle'

* ¥

Benny and the Jets: an update on our WR250F...
96 TRICK BITS

98 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter's looking forward to this year's ISDE...
100 FROM THE ARCHIVES

The story of the Mighty Maicos..

110 BRITISH ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP

Round 3: The WTRA Crychan Endure, 13-14 August
126 RAP MUSINGS

Rappers on the British round of the WTC...

130 WHAT'S THE STORY

What the Butier saw...
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Tape Measured: David Knight
makes use of every single

spare inch of the spedial test
(and a few extra ones) at the
recent BEC Crychan Enduro...

Pic: Jonty Edmunds
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Every year a whole bunch of e . pr
regular dubman riders come - : ;
out in force to do battle with
the TBM Dawn to Dusk 12hr - ’
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OUT OF THE BLUE

Sherco unveils its new 510cc open classer!

With expectations high for the wheel for improved engine
imminent arrival of Sherco’s

response. The automatic
new DOHC 250 four-stroke (the

de-compressor has also
2.51), the Spanish-French firm been redesigned in order
has just unveiled a new

to improve reliability and
5.1i open classer. function. Suspension-wise
With a 510cc the rear Paioli shock has
displacement, the

been shortened - lowering
: . a6 of 92 Be

new bike promises a lot more the seat height by 2.5cm.
power than the rider-friendly

The 4.51 should be
4.5i TBM tested back in March available late September
this year, with the same

this year with the 5.1i
extremely versatile chassis. following in December
The 5.1i benefits from

although the 250 is not
the tweaks that have been expected to appear (as
made to the existing 4.5i

a production model)
model for 2006, including

until well into 2006. Rest
better 2nd /3rd gear trans- assured, we'll be testing
mission ratios, revised fuel

tht‘T“ as soon as we can
injection and a lighter fly-

gt‘t our hands on ‘em...

About to hit the sections is the limited edition Montesa
Cota 4RT Repsol trials hike. Only 500 of these replica
works machines (as ridden by Dougie Lampkin and
Fujigas in this year's World Trial Championship) will
be made, so bikes are likely to be scarce.

With championship-inspired graphics, the replicas
use the same Renthal bars as the Repsol Montesa HRC
Team machines, along with aluminum footpegs and a
plethora of carbon goodies (including headlight lens
frame, exhaust muffier shield, front fork triple clamp,
clutch cover guard and carbon fibre fork guards].

Bikes will be available from the middie of Sept but at
the time of going to press, no price had been announced.

Sadly it looks like the end of the road for one of
TBM's best-loved bikes - the Gas Gas Pampera mKIII.
Gas Gas UK confirmed last week that the Spanish
factory has stopped building the two-stroke trials-
engined trail bike in order to gear up for its replace-
ment - the four-stroke Endupamp. The final batch

of bikes are in dealers now and are likely to sell out
quickly once word gets around that they’re being dis-
continued. Although clearly built down to a price, the
mkIIl Pampera was by far the most versatile and suc-
cessful of all the models, and made an excellent, easy

to ride and affordable low-seat height trailie. It'll be
sadly missed by Umpa-Lumpas everywhere. If all
goes to plan, next month’s TBM will take a closer
look at the nuts and bolts of buying and owning
one of these much underrated little trailies...

After ten years of R&D the electric Blade
T6 bike is here. Totally silent, the light-
weight T6 claims to deliver the same
performance as a regular MX machine.
Designed and manufactured in the
USA, the Blade's top speed is an estimated
40mph and the 48-volt battery currently
lasts hetween 30-60mins trail riding,
depending on the type of terrain.
Weighing in at nearly 81kg fully
charged the T6 has a powder-coated
laser-cut double down-tube frame with

replaceable rear sub-frame, adjustable
Ohlins forks and a programmabie
controller, which allows the throttle to
be made soft or snappy depending on
personal preferences. There is also a
hali-speed mode switch mounted on top
of the controller that cuts power in half
immediately - useful for novice riders or
for precision slow speed throttie control.

The first bikes should be arriving in the
UK shortly - check out goblade.co.uk for
more info...

VIP TREATMENT

Fancy getting a sneak preview of all
the latest dirtbikes before your mates
this year? Well, TBM have got together
with the Dirt Bike Show 2005 to offer
two lucky readers the chance to win

a VIP ticket worth £20!

Running from 17-20 November the
show opens to the
public from 12:00pm
on Thursday 17th,
but our ticket win-
ners will have VIP
access from 9:00am.

New for this year “w"
is the virtual paddml\ seon.ughn
outside the main
entrance and a new area especially for
Classic Twin Shock and ‘Evo’ bikes.

For those of you not lucky enough
to win, tickets will cost £13.50 for
adults and £7.50 for youths and senior
citizens, although tickets for Thursday
afternoon (12:00-5:30pm) will cost just
£10 for adults and £5 for youths (aged
7-16).

You can also save an extra ten per-
cent on all tickets (with the exception
of VIP day) by booking in advance -

> 1 8 w.g'*

DIRT BIKE %
SHDW

go to dirtbikeshow.co.uk or call the
hotline number 0870 240 9019.

Of course TBM will be there in our
usual spot (Linkway between the first
and second halls), off-loading all man-
ner of dodgy goods. So come along
and say Hi, buy us all a drink and be

prepared to have
your wallet levered

All you have to
do to get into the
draw to win the
tickets is answer
this simple question:
‘What did the
Romans ever do for us..."

Send your silly answer in to us with
your name, address and contact phone
number to: Dirt Bike Show Comp,
TBM, PO Box 9845, London W13 9WP,
by no later than Friday, 4 November
2005 and the winner will be the person
who most appeals to our warped
sense of humour. [Terms and condi-
tions: TBM will decide the winners
and our decision is final]. Now go to
it everyone, and we’ll see you there...

SNIPPETS

& LIGHTNING BOLT
Husky Sport rider Daryl Bolter
has won the E1 Junior European
Enduro Championship in style
with two winning rides at the
final round of the four-round
series.

Taking place in Germany
on 20-21 August, Bolter, racing
for the Italian Mucci Racing
Husqvarna team, topped the
first day by just four seconds
before going on to win the
event outright on day two.

Daryl won the championship
on 192 poir ints clear of
runner-up M rider Robert
Kapaijcik.

& YORKSHIRE TRIPPER
The Yorkshire Enduro Club are
running their annual enduro in
Cropton Forest on 24 September.
The course will consist of a
number of 18-mile laps depend-
ing on class - all classes from
trailbike to championship will
be catered for. Contact Tim
Spencer on 07989 941803 for
more details.

& FUN IN THE SUN
Want to win a brand-new
Yamaha XT660X? Qutdoor
equipment manufacturers
Karrimor are sponsoring Run
From The Sun, an unsupported
two-man motorcycling expedi-
tion from Beijing to London.
Just text ‘Karrimor’ to 60999
before 30 December 2005. Texts
cost £1.50 - go to karrimor.com
for full details.

© FILLING UP
Fuel transfer specialists Safety
Fill are now offering a £2 dis-
count on all their plastic and
metal jerry-can nozzles for all
ACU members. Their products
were featured in TBM issues
112 and 113 and very good
they were too! To claim your
bunt, just order online at
safetyfill.com and have your
number handy.
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NEW ZERALANDER PRUL

WHIBLEY COMPETES IN

WEC RAND BEC EVENTS
ABOARARD A 250 GRS GAS..

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

It was a 1990 Yamaha WR200. I had
been riding a Honda XR200 and
wanted to start racing. The bike was
pretty good but I don’t remember
why I went for the Yamaha as
Kawasaki's KDX200 was much more
popular in New Zealand at the time.
My parents brought the bike for me

and | remember that I finished all the

races | entered and even won a few.

WHAT WRAS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

T'hat would have been a local race to
me in New Zealand, a round of the
Central Enduro Series. You needed
to be 16 to compete but I managed
to get a ride for no points when |
was 15. The event went well but |
found it tiring as I'd only done MX
before that point It was pretty wet,
normal for that part of NZ.

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE
ENDURO?

I really liked the Breckland Enduro.
1 only rode it twice, and didn’t get
great results either time, but | rmlly
enjoyed it. The tight check times and
sandy, whooped out terrain are pret-
ty neat. That’s a cool event.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE

HRARDEST ENDURO YOU HRAVE
EVER RACED?

When | returned home to New
Zealand at the end of 2003 | raced a
three-hour cross-country race, which
was in deep sand. The only bike the
Husqvarna importer had for me to
use was a TE250 four-stroke. It was

s0 hard racing it in the biggest
whoops I've ever seen! | managed to
get the holeshot, lead for much of the
race before getting passed close to the
end. | managed to win though, which
was great

WHICH RIDER HRAS HAD

THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE

ON YOUR CRREER?

In terms of wanting to follow in

a rider’s footsteps I'd say Stefan
Merriman. But Ben Townley (2004
MX2 motocross world champion) is
a rider I have a lot of respect for. 1
have spent time training with him
in the summer back home as we are
both in the MNZ high performance
programme. He has helped me to
learn new techniques. It’s great that
a Kiwi is also on top of his game on
the world stage too.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?
Finishing third on the first day of the
French world round last year. It was
a tough race and really muddy with
snow on some parts of the track. I
was doing pretty well and then I had
a great last test, which lifted me to
third. I finished one second behind
Gio Sala. Getting my first WEC
podium was a pretty cool feeling.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

I've been really lucky and only
broken one bone racing. But my
biggest crash was from a motocross
race. My bike kicked sideways as |
took off a third gear drop-off and that
was the last thing that [ remember. I
got away with just a sore neck and
some damage to one of my knees.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
MOST DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

It was at a four-lap race in NZ, which
took about three and a half to four
hours to complete. I lead most of the

race from motocross rider Daryl King,

who at the time was a very fast world
championship motocrosser. My [gog-
gle] roll-offs broke close to the end of
the race and | had problems seeing
properly and got passed ten minutes
from the finish. We had a great battle
during the last few miles of the race
but I finished second, which was
really disappointing having led the
race from such a fast rider for so long

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO MEMORWY?
A friend of mine named Maurice
competed in a New Zealand Enduro

Championship event a few years
back, close to Hamilton on the North
Island. We piled all our stuff into my
van and headed off. The race was a
long way from anywhere so we slept
under the stars. The next day I won
my class and Maurice did really well
too. It was just a great trip.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I'd have to say a Honda CR250, just
because | have spent so many years
racing them. I've had one pretty
much every year since 1994. I've
liked each and every one of them but
the 2000 model sticks in my mind.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

Probably sandy, loamy whooped out
forest tracks and fast farmland. I also
seem to go pretty well in muddy
conditions. I kind of like tough going,
which you don’t get too much of
nowadays in the WEC.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

More tight checks. The events are
won and lost on the special tests
now, which I'm not a huge fan of.
Even if riders do lose time the organ-
isers normally scrap the checks.

WHRAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

Rules. There are too many rules and
not enough racing. I think that things
should be simpler. I know that the
sport would change from what it is
now but I think it would make it
more exciting.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SPORT
OF ENDURO WILL BE LIKE IN FIVE
YERRS TIME?

The way the WEC is going the events
will have shorter laps with more spe-
cial test deciding the winners. As
events are getting shorter I can see
enduros and cm.\»umntry events
getting more similar. Cross-country
events might take over from enduros
altogether, but I hope not.

WHRAT MORE DO YOU WRANT TO
ACHIEVE IN YOUR CRREER?

To continue to get better and not to
get stagnant as a rider. To continue to
enjoy what I'm doing and I'd like to
get some more WEC podiums and try
and win some more races in the UK.

track and race circuits.
There’s also live-action
demos and race-paddock

500D SHOW!

TBM have teamed up featuring displays from
with the International some of the world’s top
Motorcycle and race teams.

Scooter Show NT AT To be entered
2005 to offer two into the draw to

3
lucky readers the Mo@oR win a free pair

chance to win a of NEC tickets,

pair of tickets to CYCLE simply email

the UK's biggest [t Bl LW . @

motorcycle & SCOOTER trailbikemag.com

exhibition. SHO with your name,
It runs from address and

27 October to 6 daytime phone

November at the number. For more

Birmingham NEC and info on the show visit

will offer visitors indoor motorcycleshow.co.uk

bike try-outs on off-road, or call 0870 732 2005.
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Innovative footpeg register for a two-year
manufacturers PivotPegz warranty, which covers the
have issued an upgraded pegs’ main stainless steel
version of their pivet spring components.
which is available free
of charge to all existing
customers. Call the guys
on 01306 632962 if you
haven't received yours
already. You can now also
visit pivotpegz.net and
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YAMAHA'S OFF-ROAD PR AND

PRESS MAN HARLEY STEPHENS
EXPLAINS HOW HE BECAME R
'"TRUE BLUE' KINDR' GUY...

I don’t remember much about my first bike - I was
only 18 months old at the time! It was a little Italjet
‘Bambino’ with stabilisers and a rope to slow me down
fastened to the rear mudguard. My parents still have it -
it’s nearly 30yrs old now and probably thinks it's been
put out to pasture, but it’s really just resting till some
grandkids come along.

I got my first trials bike at ten, a little TY80 that was
quickly followed by the sturdier Whitehawk. Racing
legend Paul Smart lent me a TLM50 but at my very first
trial I slipped off it, put my leg through the back wheel,
rear shock and swingarm. They had to stop the trial,
cut and prise the bike apart to release my leg and Dad
ended up having to buy it.

My dad, Stan ‘The Top Tuner’ (Stan Stephens) turned
the little 50 into a 100cc-tuned motor which local ace
Graham Jarvis rode to the British C class championship.

My first adult trials bike was a TY250S which I ‘ran
in’ by sneaking to my local MX track, skying it over the
first big jump, landing throttle down and revving it to
destruction. Bit embarrassing really. When I turned 16
I was gutted to learn that all I could ride was a 50 even
though I was on a 250 trialler. So we found a trick DT50
watercooler and allegedly big-bored it. I then progressed
to a DT125, so I was destined to be a Yamaha man!

When the new Beta Techno came out it was the
trickest thing ever, developed by my hero Jordi Tarres.

I got one but had a nasty stomach op so I only got to
look at it for a long time. First trial out at Hook Woods,
I was on the way to the first section, landed on a rock
and broke my elbow badly. So another couple of months
looking at the bike but not hopping around much.

People kept telling me the way I rode that I'd be
better off doing MX, so last year I borrowed a YZ250F
and went to a Southern MX event and spent the rest of
the year regretting it with a snapped cruciate ligament.

I still love trials for the sense of achievement it
provides though I'm getting more into trail riding for
the “‘camaraderie’ of watching other people fall off in
rivers, bogs and ditches - though it’s usually me first...
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