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Not National Geographic!!!
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n place of this month’s editorial pic we
thought we’d print part of a map of
Europe for anyone who might've been
horribly confused by the Beta bike-test which
appeared in another UK off-road magazine
last month. This test suggested (no less than
three times) that the Italian-made Beta enduro
bikes were in fact manufactured in Spain.
Clearly the hardworking hack was suffering
from the effects of one too many San Miguels
at lunchtime, when he wrote: “...and there’s
certainly no evidence of Spanish Siestas getting
in the way of build quality.”
You'd hope not - given that the Beta factory
is located at least 600 miles to the east of
Spain... In Italy.
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Mind you, you’d have thought the fact
that the interview with Beta importer John
Lampkin - in the very same article - in which
he stated: “’Beta’s a family company, based just
outside Florence in Italy’” might've given the
game away.

Apparently not...

Of course you’d never find such geographi-
cal gaffes appearing in the pages of this maga-
zine. Oh no.

So when we referred to Gloucestershire as
(the Derbyshire town of) Glossop in the head-
line of June’s Doing the Rounds, it was only
because we’d spent that afternoon on the
cervezas.

Olé...
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100 percent commitment:
Ludivine ‘Lulu’ Puy on the
dusty special test at this

year’s all female Endurose...
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Sand Man: Petteri Silvan

1

storms the special test at
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the Czech Republic WEC...




Feet Up: Art Coutard
shows why Freestyle
Trials is taking off..
Pic: Ivan Le Paisant
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“...wonderful

biking & five star treatment

= man ’
[Dave - Packaging Desig)r:et:]’ e

: “...absolutel}; f**”**:t e S
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& B « . learned more in 3 days
SaN Hs o B - ™. than in last 3 years of riding,
e L L really excellent...”
NI and [Mark Pharmaceutical Chemist]
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R:DTREAD COMPLEL = e Exclusive luxury Redtread complex for Redtread

customers only * All rooms have kitchens & bathrooms, Sky TV & top
views of the mountains & sea. ® Complex includes heated salt water swimming pool, an
on-site bar stocked to the brim with your favourite drinks & snacks, with music, DVD’s & a pool
table - all exclusively for Redtread customers ¢ Ex British Enduro Champion as your guide with
over 30 years experience off road riding & racing  Tours range from Day rides,weekends, Fully
Inclusive for total off road novices or expert riders ® Protective clothing is provided for all riders.

Ring 0034 627 834 430 (English speaking) www.redtread.com
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NOW EVEN HUSKIER

2006 Husgvarnas get more power & poise

Design-wise, the WRs have
now caught up with the TEs with
revised styling for the fuel tank,
side panels, graphics and seat.

On the engine front, both the
125 and 250 feature the V-Force
reed valve system (as on the
MXers) to improve performance

at low and medium revs.

All TEs get a new easy-start
kick-start system and a flywheel
weight has been added to both the
450 and 510 to improve traction.
These two also get new 50mm
Marzocchi forks. Expect a TBM
test of all the Huskys very soon...

t’'s full power ahead for the

2006 Husqvarnas, with all
engines receiving more oomph, -
the four-strokes having been
given new, larger valves.

Both WR and TE models” sus-
pension has been revised and
every bike bar the WR250 has
got a bigger 240mm rear disc.

The handlebars are now fully
adjustable and there’s a more
powerful headlight. The new
digital instrumentation includes
a §t(1pwatch, trip meter and an
elapsed and total mileage counter.

An Arrow competition exhaust
system now comes as standard
whereas the ‘road’ version pipe
meets the latest Euro 2 standards.

The world’s first purpose-
built, fuel cell motorcycle
is here. The snappily

named Emissions Neutral

Vehicle - ENV for short - H
gets its power from a .
detachable hydrogen/ Ziw
battery fuel CORE cell. 4 g
Billed as an urban/ =
off-road machine, the A e
bike’s top speed is
currently only 50mph \1 MOR
and it takes a tedious egendary six times Scottis
12.1 seconds to get there. rambles Champion Ian Bell 3
The ENV has no gears died riding in the Me
and the frame and swing-arm are made from hollow-cast aircraft-grade alumini- o0 duro : ]
um, housing one 1kW CORE fuel cell. To provide extra ‘go” when accelerating, Sunday 24 g Was I3
the cell is boosted with a battery pack to provide a 6kW peak load to the motor. ol [he col and i )

The ENV weighs 80kg and fully charged, can run for up to four hours before flinourgh born 76-year-ol
needing to refuel. It's virtually silent, with the almost completely clean emissions 35 4 Memoer o ot
equivalent to those from a home PC. e W S W { L—

But as it’s strictly classified as a Mechanically Propelled Vehicle (MPV), it I GIIGUTO FTGING LN IS SINUES
can only be used legally on a road or byway, not bridleways or restricted ol lamed “’J‘l'wlvfm‘h
byways. And while the ENV may look like the eco-friendly Holy Grail, check s e : “ this . ;
out the press blurb - “Hydrogen is most easily extracted from hydrocarbon  Ba fa /,; nehind his
fuels... such as petrol, diesel, propane and natural gas. This is how hydrogen

is currently produced for the Intelligent Energy CORE'.
Back to the drawing board then...
=2 TEM
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It's your last chance to enter the
TBM-sponsored Dawn To Dusk
12-Hour enduro this year.

There are still a few places left
in both the adult and youth class-
es - last year almost 600 riders

GAS INSPECTION

The 2006 Gas Gas range has just been
unveiled, and although not vastly

different from the previous year's took part in the multi-lap race.

bikes, they have undergone some Entry forms are available via

useful tweaking. dawntodusk.co.uk and event
There's a new Acewell organisers Adventure Racing are

speedometer that shows waiving the late entry fee until

rpm and the console has entries are full.

a blue backlight for Course designers Si Pavey and

Dbetter visibility. Nick Plumb said ‘after the rain of
Other mods include last year we are aiming to return

revised front and rear to a fun and flowing course

suspension settings for resembling the early years which

improved stability, a new, especially suited the clubman and

lighter subframe, slightly fun rider’.

revamped graphics and It all takes place on August

long overdue fat bars. 3, bank holiday weekend
The two-strokes After last year's totally revised near Seven Sisters in South Wales

125 and 200) get A450FSE thumper, the Spanish manu- - see you there!

two different ignition facturers have decided to replace the

settings with a bar- cams and head gasket for ‘06, to avoid

mounted switch to enable future reliability problems. And they've

changes while riding. There's changed to using a wet-sump motor.

also a new clutch system and front Other improvements include a new

brake disc, whilst the kick-start has heen
Ilengthenet by an extra two cm for easier
starting. Some new indicators complete
the package.

SUM TOTA

Holding steady
for the second
month running
are overall motor-
cycle sales (down
just one percent
from the same
time a year ago).

However it's
full steam ahead for Adventure Sport sales, up another four
percent from last month to a huge 27 percent increase on
last year’s figures. It comes as no surprise that the big 1200
Beemer is still top of the table with yet another 201 units
sold. There’s also a new entry,
with Suzuki’s V-Strom taking
over from the BMW 1150GS in
fifth position.

It still looks as if people are
Waiting to see what DEFRA's
next move is, with the Trail /
Enduro category figures down
one percent from last month’s.
The little Honda XL125's still
going strong, up another 84
units, whereas the CRF250X
has lost third place to the
Yammy 125 this time around.

alloy exhaust system and a stronger,
more flexible bashplate.

But sadly, once again... the Gasser's
rear lamp cluster has been overlooked..

WATER WORLD

Brand new for this year is the Bala Lake Forest hare
scramble in north Wales, scheduled for Sun 25 September.
The Wirral Off-Road organised event will take place on the
shores of the stunning Bala Lake on 2500 acres of private
forestry land.

To make things even more challenging, the course will
have some ‘stoppers’, and marshals will not be offering
any assistance! To entice a decent pro/expert level field,
David Knight will be banned! The first open-class rider
over the line after three laps will scoop £1000 prize money
and £500 is on offer for the clubman class.

Entries open on 15 August and will close when full
(approx 130 riders). For more details contact Steve on
07947144942 or Linda on 07961971298 or you can email
steve@wirraloffroad.com.

ADVENTURE SPORT

1 BMWR120068 1109
2 Honda KL125V 361
3 Triumph 955 Tiger 291
4 KTM 640 SM 232
5 Suzuki 650 V-Strom 177

™M 13
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CORNISHMAN RAND T™™
RIDER TIM LEWIS IS
COMPETING IN THIS

YEAR'S WEC El1 CLASS

WHAT WRAS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

It was a 1993 Kawasaki KX250,
which I bolted lights onto. My dad
bought for me because I'd been
banned from driving, but it soon
became a bit of a nail as it was my
first bike. All I really remember
about it was that it had rubbish
foot pegs that kept breaking.

WHRAT WRAS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

I don’t remember what my very first
enduro was except for the fact that it
was in Cornwall somewhere but I do
remember my first British Enduro
Championship event. It was in the
summer of 1994, the Dyfi or the
Rhayader Enduro. I don’t remember
much about the event except that I
enjoyed it and have been riding BEC
events ever since.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HRRDEST
ENDURO YOU HAVE EVER
RACED?

The Beacons Enduro. I rode in a few
and they were always tough. The
hardest one was the last one they
held, which if I remember correctly
was really wet. The fact that it was
a hard event and wet made it really
tough. I was on the same minute as
Wyn Hughes and I hadn’t been in
the Championship class long. It was
a great event, it's a shame they don’t
still run it as it was a proper enduro.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

In the UK I'd say it’s the John Banks.
It's a different type of enduro to

most and great fun. It’s a hard event
because of the tight check times and
also quite a fast event. I've failed to
finish some of them but I've also
finished as runner-up and third
twice. I like any event that is tough.

WHICH RIDER HRD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR CAREER?
John Deacon. He was the rider that
got me into enduros and he was also
my first sponsor. He was a great
bloke and coming from the same part
of the world as him meant that I had
a lot of respect for him and what he’d
achieved.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?
Bloody hell, now you're asking. I
guess it would be my results in the
2003 British championship rounds.
I was competing on my 250cc four-
stroke TM and was finishing as the
highest placed 250cc four-stroke rider
at most events. I don’t remember
exactly what my best result was but
was happy to be pushing riders on
bigger sized bikes.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
MOST DISAPPOINTING RESULT?
It's not so much a disappointing
result, more a disappointing trip.

It was at the French round of the
world championship last year and

I DNFed after an hour. It turned out
to be a really tough event, which I
love, so to have to travel home after
just one hour of riding was a real
disappointment.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

That would be at the French ISDE
three or four years ago. I was riding
a 125cc TM and broke my fifth and
sixth vertebra when I crashed on
one of the enduro tests. My foot peg
caught a tree root sticking out from a
bank and the next thing I remember I
was being woken up by some of the
Purple Helmets! It wasn’t as serious
an injury as it sounds but it was a
big, big crash.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TRERASURED ENDURO MEMORY?
It’s hard to say but the time I spent
with John Deacon I always look back
on with fond memories. Also, the
time I spent racing with Carl Tiley
was great. | was on the same minute
as Tiley at several events and didn’t
stop laughing from start to finish.
Deaks and Tiley were very much the
same in that they knew how to enjoy

themselves while they were racing.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

My 125cc TMs. I've spent five years
riding a 125 TM in total and have
loved every minute of it. I prefer
smaller bikes because you can ride
them hard and have fun on them.
The TM has always been easy to
ride, which is why I have always
stuck with it.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

I love muddy, difficult events. The
tougher the better really. Most of
the forest- based events in Wales
are great, especially when it rains.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

Harder events and faster special tests.
Some events have got a little easy in
recent years as they seem to cater for
clubman and sportsman, who pay
for the events I guess, more than

for expert and championship riders.
Special tests that are fast and flowing,
like in WEC events, are few and far
between now as well.

WHRAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

Less people, like ramblers, telling
clubs that they can’t run events
or use certain pieces of land. The
countryside is for everyone to
enjoy, be it on foot or momrcyclc.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SPORT
OF ENDUROS WILL BE LIKE IN
FIVE YERRS TIME?

It’s hard to say but I think that hare
and hound events will get even more
popular. Because of land access issues
I think timecard enduros might suffer
a bit. Also, H&Hs are easier for clubs
to put on. I reckon that two-strokes
will also start to return to events in
bigger numbers due to the fact that
thumpers can be a lot more expensive
to run.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WANT TO
ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

Just to keep riding for as long as |
can and to keep enjoying myself.

[ think I'll do some more world
championship events again next
year and then just take it one season
at a time after that...

5 YELLOW ALERT

Bag yourself a 2005 RMZ450
crosser for just £3899 on-the-
road from York Suzuki Centre.
With only an extra £200 for a full
lighting kit, you’d be mad not
to! There are only a few bikes
left so call 01904 625404 now.

& TRIAL RUN
Fancy some feet-up fun? Trail
riding company IN-4 Tracks &
Trails are now ng Beta Rev3
trials bikes out for practice on
their 200 acres of private land.
Based in North Wales, the price
is £100 for a full day’s play.
Iso available are the popular
1 Off-road Adventure Tours
two-day runs in the Brecon
Beacons and also mid Wales,
g about 100 miles per
iverything is provided -
a choice of KTM 250/400/450s,
riding gear, insurance, fuel and
accommodation. For more info,
call Adrian on 01270 768562 or
check out in-4.co.uk.

> FULL OF ENERGY
Following on from our ‘Happy
Trails’ feature in June’s TBM,
we'd like to mention that Excess
Energy are a Poole-based trail
riding company who run tours
in Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire
and Somerset.

They currently have six
Suzuki DR-Z 400Es for hire
as well as all the riding gear
you'll need, including helmets.

It costs £150 per person all-
inclusive (there’s a group book-
ing discount) or £100 with own
equipment and bike. Try 01202
535 880 / excessenergy.co.uk
for details. :

MY FIRST BIKE

WIRRAL OFF ROAD RACE ORGANISER STEVE
IRELAND RECALLS WHEN LITTLE YELLOW
MACHINES TOOK OVER HIS WORLD

I n the summer of 1980, my dad
came home one day with a
brand new Kawasaki KE100 on
the back of his little pick-up - I
couldn’t believe it, aged eight, I
had a motorbike!

We lived in a big hotel that my
parents were running and we had
over 30 acres consisting of woods,
climbs and tracks. Being the only
child I spent more time on that
KE than with my parents. I didn’t
think much of trials, liked MX a
bit but really loved enduro and
anything to do with moorland and
woods even from that young age.

A year later and dad got himself
a trail bike and we both joined the
Llangollen District MCC which at
the time had some serious enduro
action going on, running the ‘old
format’ tour of Wales, as well as
regular trail runs and kids’ old-
style hare and hounds events. Dad
entered me into one of these and I
got my first medal - for finishing
9th out of ten kids, although in
my defence I was the youngest.

Then came 1982 and after out-
growing the trusty yellow KE
I was knocked off my feet on
Christmas morning to see a brand
new Kawasaki KX100 standing in
the lounge. It was a real powerful
bike and all I did was ride it and
ride it and ride it, teaching myself
how to wheelie and jump, crash
gracefully, and do some mainte-

nance (which as you can probably
guess at ten years of age was not
the best idea). I'd spend hours pre-
tending to be Geraint Jones around
my own enduro loop at home, and
I eventually ended up faster than
Dad and his mates.

Sadly I had a gap from bikes of
about ten years but then in 1995 I
got back into the sport on my own
money and realised what I'd been
missing. I continued where I left
off, practising, riding, trailriding
and then started doing as many
events as I could, doing a full
British Enduro Championship in
2000 and winning the 400cc four-
stroke clubman title.

In the meantime I'd formed a
small club called Wirral Off-Road
and was very proud to have 45
members. Nowadays the ‘small
club’ is the most active race
organisation in the country with
over 1500 riders, pioneering junior
hare scrambles, running off-road
practice and training days and
masterminding the Orpa/Motul
GB hare scramble series.

It's a full time job now and one
I love so much although I don’t
get as much chance to compete
nowadays as I'd like, maybe once
every two months now.

But I still get loads of time on a
dirt bike and have to pinch myself
over what I do for a living and
how it’s come my way...
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