. HoOw LEGr-il_
% IS wOUR'

3. | | TRALE?.
> %
- |
o N,
R
4 HP SAUCY revwer
t 4 BMW'S BIG BRUISER SY250F REVERALED

JULY DS £2 95 119

SMALLTFRY: GCRFZ230 VAIP. 200 ”"Hlll

PIIIS Doing the Rounds UKKC WEC4

1359



MOTOMANIA UK OFF ROAD
BERKSHIRE
01189 422278

JAMES SANDIFORDS M/Cs
LANCASHIRE
01282 428383

ET JAMES
POWYS
01597 810396

GRAND PRIX M/Cs
01792 884397

CYCLELOGICAL
MID GLAMORGAN
01443 218700

TRAKSPARES
NORTH WALES
01244 822510

JW RACING
BIRMINGHAM
01922 711996

HONDA OF SALISBURY
SALISBUR
01722 341200

SS MOTOCROSS
CHESTER-LE-STREET
0191 3702546

FAYBOYZ RACING
ES!
01375 671331

SOUTH COAST RACING
HAMPSHIRE
01329 826268

READY TO RACE
ABERGAVENNY
01873 831778

RICHARD STEVENS
WILTSHIRE
01380 725467

MOTORCYCLE HQ
WEST DRAYTON
01895 442595

at your local dealer nc v
call 0845 450 1448 for your free broc! /e

LG RACING FUTURE RACING COLIN HILL M/CS
HEREFORDSHIRE POOLE KENLEY
01981 240555 01202 245559 0208 660 3728

MOTOXTREME ALBION M/Cs KEEP BIKING LTD
BRISTOL EX! R OXFORD
01225 892227 01395 272491 01844 261372

SEWARD RACING GRAHAM CHARLTON M/Cs
CORNWALL CLEVELAND
01726 851733 01642 730700

MOTO WARD MOYO TRAIL
WEST SUSSEX
01403 823222 01332 366869
™C MX MADNESS
COLCHESTER

EIRE
00353 45879175 01206 842020

TRIPLE D RACING DIRT BIKE TECH o
LANCASTER HARROGATE

OFF-ROAD DISTH

01539 732666 07969 043014 T: 0845 450841
F: 0845 4
DAVE CLARKE RACING ONE ELEVEN £ soles@raceilieom

PRESTON MANCHESTER > Bese
01772 612118 0161976 1112 www.race:

nehSuit§2

with soft lyer:

ra at collar
able half-body jersey fit

impact technology

Comfort

Removable back protector features SkydexC

High density chest foam and integrated kidney belt

Exceptional back, elbow, houlder and_chest protection
ilore s
ed open stretch mesh construction all
v allows hreuthabi!ity and durab

wiwtw. foxeurope.com for more info
or contact 0191 487 6100




T

RUFIL

Don’t believe everything you read...

people claim not to believe much of what

they read in ‘the press’. And since nearly
everyone’s impression of the press is based
upon British Tabloids whose prime motivation
these days seems to be to out-scandalise each
other by staking out celebs’ holidays, busting
their asses for a sneaky ‘boob shot’, who can
blame them.

But it was always my impression that the
specialist press was - for the most part at least
- much more trustworthy and believable. After
all, we’'d all like to think that bike magazines
are written by bike enthusiasts who became
bike journos because they lived and breathed
their subject.

But the closer I look at some other publica-
tions the less I find to like about them. First of
all many of them smack of blatant commercial
toadyism - writing good things about a com-
pany’s product because that company has
either booked a series of advertisements with
them or else buttered them up with free sam-
ples. Or at least that’s the way it seems.

Then when I look closely at some of the
so-called “tests’ contained within these publi-
cations they don’t really bear close scrutiny.
Tests which have either been hastily conduct-
ed, wrongly summarised or are simply badly
written or inconclusive because either the
journos are too poorly informed or too weak-
willed to express an honest opinion (or worse

l ‘m getting a bit fed up with this. Most
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still because the publication doesn’t want to
risk offending a good advertiser). And I begin
to get very depressed about the whole subject.

The point is that we're all consumers to
some degree, and we rely on professional
‘advice’ to help us reach buying decisions
which in the case of dirt bikes can run to many
thousands of pounds. Furthermore we expect
those people who are supposedly better
informed than us to not just report the truth,
but also get to the bottom of it - criticising,
where necessary, those products which don’t
make the grade in order for the whole sport
to improve in the long run.

Otherwise what's the point in buying a
magazine or newspaper in the first place
if you can’t trust what's printed inside it?
You might as well just log onto the internet.

From a personal point of view I find this
annoying not to mention depressing, but from
a professional viewpoint it’s far worse than
that. Because if you can’t trust what you read
in other publications to be accurate, unbiased
and well informed, then why should you both-
er trusting what’s printed in TBM....?

Because we're different... That's why.
Obstinate, independent, bloody minded? Yes.
But very different. And if you don’t believe
that then you really shouldn’t be reading this
magazine at all!

S
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STEEL BLUE?

‘06 Yam enduro bikes miss out on alloy frames!

fter a raft of improvements

to the 2005 WRs, Yamaha
hasn’t changed much this time
around... but the same certainly
can’t be said of their four-stroke
motocross machines.

The 2006 YZ250/450Fs now
feature an all-new lightweight
aluminium frame whereas the
enduro models have still got the
old tubular steel one - another

6 TBEM

case of motocross
reaping the benefit of
new technology first.
However, the new
WR450 and 250Fs
finally get a new
multi-function digi-
tal speedo (though
these weren’t pic-
tured in the press
pack so we don’t
know what they’re
like), and the seat
foam is now made
from a thicker, more

comfortable material. Revised
suspension settings include
improved front fork internals -
that Yamaha claim has been
developed specifically for extreme
enduro conditions.

It’s a case of spot the difference for
the 2006 WRs which get only minor
tweaks while the YZs get a sexy
alloy frame and funky new styling...

Other tweaks include a higher
rigidity swingarm, adjustable
bar mounts and a redesigned front
fender! Engine-wise the 250F has
got a new air induction system
and the 450 gains new gearbox
internals for smoother changing.

But what we really want to
know is why Yamaha failed
=, to give the enduro bikes the

alloy frames they deserve..?

EURO BIKE

International enduro competition
makes a welcome return to the UK
this month. The Husqvarna Hafren
Forest Enduro - Round 3 of the 2005
European Enduro Championship -
takes place on 16-17 July in Llanidloes,
Powys, mid Wales.

The Hafren Dirt Bike Club event
asked former BEC rider Wyn Hughes
to lay the course out through the
Hafren Forest. Large sections have
been regraded and the 50-mile route
will feature four checks plus one
motocross and one enduro-style
special test.

KTM big hitters David Knight

and Gio Sala both emerged The demanding circuit includes a
victorious from this year's spectator area mid-lap for both special
Erzherg Rodeo in Austria. tests viewing. All riders will complete
Just one second separated two laps and five special tests per day.
Sala on his KTM 950SE from Anyone who competes in the BEC
runner-up Chris Pleiffer on in any of the three classes can enter -
BMW's all-new HP2 (see p50 for a one-event UEM event licence is
the launch test in the two-cylinder required. For entry forms call Mary
super enduro class on day one. Kerr on 01788 566403. See you there!

mmmummmmm
mmmnﬁmmmmdummmsm
set the quickest tifiie (overall)

* -though the HP2 actually on one of its
two runs in the 60-strong hig-hore event.
mmmnmmmmm

heating a staygering 1300 riders (see his column on P96-97)..
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There are still places available
at the 2005 TBM sponsored
Dawn to Dusk 12hr enduro.
It takes place on the bank
holiday weekend of 27-28
August, near Seven Sisters

in South Wales.

Nearly 600 riders competed
in last year’s event, making it
the largest off-road challenge
in the UK. For more info or
to download entry forms, log
onto dawntodusk.co.uk now.

8 TBM

lLadies Day at the KTM Adventure Centre in Devon
proved almost as popular as the one at Ascot this
year. The female-only training day was held in the
centre’s 30,000sq ft purpose-built indoor arena.
TBM's Mel went down to get some extra tuition

and managed to set the fastest lap of
the day, not bad for her first visit.
The day was aimed at ladies with
little or no off-road experience to
come and improve their dirty skills.
For additional dates or to book,

onto the next one you can log

onto kimaiventuretours.co.uk

or call Polly on 01752 840 831

Well done to Richard
Sully in Somerset, the
lucky winner of last
month’s T-Mag
‘Fujigas’ samurai
sword competition.
Richard’s winning
caption had Dougie
saying: ‘When Fujigas
said he could win again
in 2005 by using
acupuncture, this isn't
what I had in mind!’
Your signed sword
is (very carefully) on

its way to you...

SNIPPETS

& CHOCKS AWAY

The Royal Air Force Enduro
Team are hosting the Ardua
Enduro, a brand new event
this year. It will be held on
21 August at Slab Common,
Hampshire. Full details are
on www.rafenduro.co.uk
so get your entries in quick.

& CRACK ON

The two-day Crychan
Enduro will take place on
13/14 August, starting from
Llandovery Rugby Club in
mid-Wales.

It's round three of the
Motul 2005 ACU British
Solo Enduro Championship
and is again kindly
sponsored by Steve Plain
Motorcycles and Talon
Engineering.

The course will be in the
Crychan forest and a lap
will be approximately
30 miles long with two
motocross-style special tests.
Entries cost £95 and will
close on 1 August or when
full - no late entries will be
accepted. To download regs
go to enduronews.com.

& STICK-EM-UP

After months of waiting we
can finally announce that
the all new TBM stickers
(featuring the sexy new
logo) have finally arrived.
The new stickers have been
printed on a special flexible
clear background and are
designed to mould them-
selves exactly to the shape
of your bike/helmet/trailer.
To get your hands on a cou-
ple of the new stickers all
you have to do is send in

a STAMPED self-addressed
envelope to TBM, PO Box 9845,
London, W13 9WP and we'll do
the rest. First come, first served...

MY FIRST BIKE

ONE-TIME TRIALS TV STAR JOHN SHIRT JNR - RAKA
SHIRTY - IS NOW THE UK GRS GRS IMPORTER

hen Editor

‘Smelber’
asked me to write
this piece, my answer
was, ‘Yeah, I'd love
to, but which first
bike? It was then I
realised how lucky
(spoilt!) I've been
when it comes to
owning and riding
off road bikes.

My very first bike
was a 50cc auto Italjet
when I was four
years old. This was
after driving a tractor
with Renthal speed-
way bars that my
dad grafted on after
a high speed ‘get-off’
that wrecked the
steering wheel!

After two Italjets
my dad bought me
an absolute wreck of
a TY80 and complete-
ly rebuilt it in the famous ‘Majesty
Yellow’. I remember being com-
pletely stunned when I walked
into the lounge on Christmas Day
and saw my first ‘true’ trials bike
sitting there.

I was very lucky to have a
superb motorcycle engineer in
my dad who, with my (still) hero
Mick Andrews designed and built
the ‘Majestys’. My TY80 was a
‘mini-me’ one and I used to get
frustrated that I couldn’t do the
things that Mick and Co could
do on their 320s! This resulted
in totally wrecking the TY80
and I was always pushing it back
from the quarry behind the old
workshop with broken levers
or running out of petrol.

When I was 16 my dad worked
for Yamaha, so I had a Yamaha
DT50MX. This had to be the
trickest 50cc around as it had a
Polini 63cc big bore kit, Harpower
reeds and my old TY80 carb. Mind
you, all this trick stuff and my
mate’s standard ‘Simson’ step-
through was still faster!

I then rode through the school-
boy rankings, winning almost

everything apart from ‘Junior
Kickstart’, in which I was beaten
twice by a lanky, Manx geek called
Steve Colley - and we’ve been
mates and rivals ever since.

My first enduro bike was a
1995 Gas Gas 250 with a TM
engine and it was horrible. I think
for Paul Eddy to finish fourth in
the World Championship in ‘95
was a bigger achievement than
actually winning it.

The bike was super-aggressive
(which probably suited my
persona at the time) and I used it
to enter my first ‘real’ enduro, the
Breckland, in March 1996.

Eddys’ advice was to just enter
in the expert class and see how I
fared. I did... and was crap! But I
got the bug for it straightaway and
progressed through the expert
class (winning it in 1997) to finish
fourth overall in the championship
class in the 1999 BEC.

I now spend most weekends
looking after my supported trials
and enduro team riders. However,
one day I'd love to get my hobby
back and go to events as Mr Rider
not Mr Gas Gas...

TEM 9
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ISDE TEAM MANRGER
GWYN BRRRACLOUGH IS
ONE OF THE BEST LIKED
BLOKES IN THE SPORT..

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

It was a 125 Rickman with a Zundapp
engine. | used this bike in the 1976
Welsh Two Day and many other
enduros during 1976-7 with very
mediocre results before selling it

and buying a second-hand 400 KTM.

WHAT WRS YOUR FIRST ENDURO?
Although not strictly an enduro, my
first event was the Army Motorcycle
Championships in 1974. It was a three-
stage trial held over two days with
observed sections, timed observed sec-
tions and a four hour hare ‘n” hounds.
Not having been particularly outstand-
ing (or even remotely mediocre) at the
trials sections, I thoroughly enjoyed
the H&H, which gave me the taste

for speed events.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HRARDEST
ENDURO YOU HAVE EVER RACED?
The 1980 ISDT (now the ISDE) held at
Briode in Southern France. The event
was very long, hot, rocky, steep, tiring
and fast. There was no rest anywhere
due to a punishing time schedule. I
finished the event and got bronze, but
only about a third of riders finished. It
was very hard.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE ENDURO?
The ISDE without a doubt. It's
changed over the years but it is still

a fantastic challenge to teams and
individuals. In the UK it has to be the
Welsh Two Day. The setting, the mid-
week dates, the old faces that show up

year after year and the very special
atmosphere make this a unique event.

WHICH RIDER HRAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR CRREER?

Way back in the ISDE when the mighty
Czechoslovakian and East German
teams had names that have now faded
into history - Kvetoslav Masita and
Stanislav Sloch riding the Czech Jawas
and Jens Scheffler on the East German
MZs. An enormously influential British
rider (who would be embarrassed to
see his name in print) is Welshman Dai
Jerimiah. He rode in the British Trophy
team on many occasions and was the
leading British rider of his generation.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

I recall one year riding in an interna-
tional event in northern Germany. I was
riding a 1978 KTM400 that I thought
was fantastic. I won the class award of
best international rider, | was delighted.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

The 1979 Welsh Two Day. I had a
fantastic first day finishing in third
place overall, but Elwyn Price was
topping the leaderboard so I was
determined to catch him. On day two I
had a good first test and there was only
a few seconds between the top half a
dozen riders. | stayed clean on time all
day so it came down to the final test,
which was an old MX track just south
of Rhayader. There was a good crowd
and I was about to demonstrate how

a potential Trophy Team rider would
negotiate this final test. I fell off four
times, including on the very last corner.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

A long time ago in 1975. I was on a BSA
B40, in a military training area contain-
ing a disused rifle range in Germany
with two colleagues, Geoff and Mick.

I was riding towards a very steep hill
when Geoff started shouting what I
thought were words of encouragement
but were actually dire warnings, the hill
was actually the ‘bullet catcher’ on the
rifle range. As I started the ascent flat
out in third the ground disappeared
from below me, and I was airborne
with the rifle butts way down below
me, with what I thought was the hill
some 50 yards in front of me. The bike
started to nose dive but very luckily for
me hit one of the target frames. I still

had about 15 foot before landing and
carried on over the top of the bike and
target frame, landing on my shoulders
and back. Had the bike not hit the
frame it would have certainly landed
on top of me.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST TREASURED
ENDUROC MEMORY?

Riding in the 1981 ISDE in Elba, Italy. It
was such a beautiful place, the weather
was glorious and after each day’s rid-
ing we went swimming in the warm
Mediterranean Sea.

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

It would have to be the new breed of
Husqvarna just after the Cagiva group
took over production. I rode a 260 WRK
in the 1988 ISDE in Mende, France. The
bike felt so smooth, it started first kick
each morning and I don’t think that I
put a spanner on it all week.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

Dry, hard and rocky like in Spain, Italy
and France, because the bikes stay clean
and dry and are easier to maintain.

WHRAT DOES ENDURO SPORT NEED
MORE OF?

More good events, more general
awareness, more professionalism and
of course, more money.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT NEED
LESS OF?

Less of the doubters, the pessimists and
thieves in and around parc ferme.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SPORT
OF ENDURO WILL BE LIKE IN FIVE
YERARS TIME?

Bigger and better than it is now! We
have the enthusiasts and a fantastic
amount of talented riders but we need
to be positive and work hard to make
it better.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT TO
RCHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

I am presently the UK Manager for the
ISDE Trophy and Junior Trophy teams,
but the icing on the cake would be to be
involved when one or both teams win.
The last time Britain won the ISDE was
1953 but we can definitely win again.
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Noise levels of off-road bikes are the blggest single
concern of the general public and as Mark Williams
explains, the off-road industry is about to get radical.
Meantime parliament continues to plot against us...

(MCIA) began consulting both the bike and
aftermarket accessory importers last year, albeit
on a somewhat informal basis, but coincidental
with the Single Payment System threats to
Enduro, trials and other bike sport earlier this
year, they joined forces with the ACU and the
AMA to try and work out guidelines for new,
reduced and mandatory noise levels in the
future. There’s already been at least one

, _ joint meeting between these

_ disparate and in the past,

. sometimes conflicting
bodies at which

I've regularly considered the threat posed

to dirtbiking’s future by excessively noisy

exhausts, but now there are signs that the bike
 trade itself will take action to bring down the

. The Motorcycle Industry Association

I n my ‘Totally Rutted” column this past year

: MARK WILLIAMS: ILLUSTRE

———.

it was acknowledged that noise
was an increasing deterrent

to securing venues for off-road
bike sport, which is why the
threat of SPS was seen as being
the final nail in its coffin.

As MCIA Sports Officer, Andy
Carlile gave me a salutary
example: ‘If Strathclyde Police
receive complaints about noise
from every MX event - which
they did last year - we’re not
going to get much sympathy from
local politicians who apart from
anything else, have to foot the bill
with taxpayers’ money for answer-
ing the phones.’

In other words, the bike trade
has to do something, and be seen
to be doing something, that will
significantly curb noise levels. And
whereas the racket created as 30-40
MXers dump their clutches at the start
line is obviously much greater than
enduro or trail bikes climbing one-by-one
up a moorland slope, that affords us no
complacency whatsoever. So here in more
detail is the problem.

‘Whereas the racket created
as 30-40 MXers dump their
clutches at the start line is
obviously much greater than
enduro or trail bikes climbing
one-by-one up a moorland
slope, that affords us no
complacency whatsoever...’

FIM’s maximum level is being reduced to
96dBA, the rpm thresholds remain the same.

For enduro bikes however, the FIM limit is
already 94dBA across the board, but measured
at just 50cm. from the exhaust pipe, and all
enduro-legal aftermarket (and most, but not
all, OEM) silencers reflect this. Unhappily there
is a big disparity between the FIM limit and the
EU’s road legal figure of 80dBA - measured
rolling on the throttle in second gear - which,
of course - should apply if the enduro takes
place partly on legal roads, which could be
RuPPs or BOATs! This faintly ridiculous state
of affairs will be addressed if combined
MCIA /ACU/AMA proposals eventually bring
the upper sporting limit to ‘below 90dBA” which
the MCIA's technical director, Tom Waterer
offered as ‘being realistic” for 2007 and beyond.

Waterer noted that discussions with aftermar-

T™SM 1S

Sounding Different

The current maximum noise level, imposed

by the Fédération Internationale Motorcyclisme
(FIM) of 98dBA for MX bikes is dependent

on a differential based on engine capacity

and RPM, ie it's measured at 5000rpm for
125-250cc bikes, and 4500rpm for 250-500cc
bikes. Mindful of the problems in the UK,
the ACU has lobbied the FIM, whose
rules it is bound by, to increase the
RPM at which levels are measured
because racing bikes are invariably
ridden hard through the gears.
But the FIM, under pressure from
the (largely Japanese) manufac-
turers, have resisted this.

~ So for 2006, although the






