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Frront chanwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard

or Ultralite designs, they are precision
manufactured to retain

maximum strength

with minimum weight.

rear chainwheels

Renthal rear chainwheels are precision
manufactured to extremely tight tolerances
from a special material developed to withstand
the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 7075T651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%

the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable.
Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power
transfer and long-life.

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
in Hard Anodised finish, an integral surface
coating, which significantly increases

the hardness and wear resistance

of the chainwheel surface.

Renthal’s combination

of a very high strength

base material and

an exceptionally

hardwearing

surface result in

significantly increased

chainwheel life.

Final
drive kit

Renthal Final Drive Kits allow
you to buy your Renthal chain
and chainwheels all in one go.
You can mix and match to get
the exact combination of

Renthal products you require.

superlor technology

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.1. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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lthe Guard segment of the offroad motorcycle industry.

dtor

w guards are offro

Fox Racing has pioneered and

all areas of a rider’s body

i motorcycle specific products fabricated to fit and

colour: Black

#08003 size: Adult

#08001 size: Adult
colour: Silver
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COMP ELBOW
#08009 size: Adult S,M,L XL

materials available: Lexan® Polycarbonate,

Biofoam® padding, Technilite mesh-and

Highly durable Fox guards enjoy the latest
Polypropylene

Materials:

colour: Black
1e highest quality

#08015 size: Toddler

EXTREME ELBOW

durability. Ergonomically designed to

polymers for ifjpact coverage and
enhance rider performance

Engifigefed thuse

Wechnology

are virtually "forgettable”
ical hinges and shapes

uninhibited feel

ed and developed by riders

evels, the goal was to

VENTILATOR

#08011 size: Adult

colour: Silver
Meticulously desigr
jevelop Guards tha
when worn. Anatom
create a lightweigh
RAPTOR ELBOW

of all ages and skill

TFit:

#08012 size: Adult S/M,L/XL

#08014 size: Kids
colour: Black

#08013 size: Adult S/M,L/XL

colour: Silver

colour: Black
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ontrary to all the doom-mongering surround-

ing DEFRA's latest attack on off-roading, I

remain quietly optimistic about the long-term
viability of off-road sport in the UK. Because what
DEFRA’s draconian re-drafting of the rules and its sub-
sequent and rather hasty policy U-turn has shown us,
is that this government accepts that grass-roots level
motorsport has a right to exist - or more likely that
DEFRA doesn’t want to be held responsible for farmers
losing another valuable part of their income.

Either way we’ve hopefully established the principle

that motorsp
omy - something we already knew of course - now we

rt helps contribute towards the rural econ-

have to convince the doubters about its eco-friendliness.
So just how eco-friendly can off-road riding be? Well,
listening to the radio the other day I heard a bunch of
shooters putting forward the argument that blasting a
slow-witted bird out of the sky - a process known as
‘conservation’ in the shires apparently - is extremely

good for the environment. The logic goes something like

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams,
Chris Evans, Jonty Edmunds,
David Knight, Mike Rapley , Alex 020 8840 4760/5066
Hearn, Steve Plain, Si Pavey
Caleh Mason
Mel: 020 7903 3993
ISSN 1359-0324
01225 786815

this - in order to rear pheasants, the landowner has to
provide a habitat which is both well looked after and
diverse - viz the untimely termination of a few of our
avian friends can help stop the polar ice-caps from
melting thus drowning the good people of Yarmouth.
Whether you believe that that is a good or bad thing is
not really at issue here, the point is that we could put
forward the same argument for off-roading.

How so? Well there’s already a body of evidence
which shows that riding green lanes helps prevent un-
checked vegetation overgrowth and keeps the lanes
clear for other users. But I would go further and argue
that in certain areas, trail and enduro riders must surely
be responsible for the widespread distribution of spores,
seeds and pollen.

Indeed I did once hear that a rare native plant had
become re-established in an ancient woodland following
an enduro which used a part of the wood during an
event. The upshot of which was that since this race had
taken place, not only had these rare flowers grown back,
but that they in turn had encouraged more butterflies
and bees to visit, and that had meant more humming-
birds, kingfishers, swallows and mongoose, and that had
encouraged the return of Bambi and her mates because
they knew that all the good folk of happy wc lle
were back in town.

Or something like that.

Anyway it just goes to show that if you can make an
eco-credible case for the peppering of live animals with
(non)-lead buckshot, we’ve surely got to be able to come
up with our own polemic to show that riding dirt bikes
across farmers’ fields will assuredly encourage the immi-
nent return of the Wild Boar, Timber Wolf, and ultimate-
ly the Woolly Mammoth to our countryside. Who'd want
to argue against that I wonder...

S| MELBER
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=372 NEWS

TWIN PEAKS

Aprilia debuts 450 Enduro

prilia debuted a factory

version of their 450cc twin
cylinder SXV enduro bike at the
Italian round of the WEC last will feature in more WEC rounds
month. The machine ridden by this year or if this was just a one-
former 125 world champ Stefano off ride in their 'home event' was-
Passeri utilises Aprilia's novel n't clear. but rest assured we'll be
449cc, 72 degree, V-twin motor aiming to bring you a test report
in a bizarre cast alloy and steel of the factory bike at the earliest
trellis frame. Although fac- opportunity...
tory insiders were remain-
ing tight-lipped about the
V-twin's WEC race debut,
two things were clear -
that it was incredibly pow-
erful and amazingly quiet.
Although a super-moto
version of the bike won
the S2 world championship
last year, a factory MXer
was reportedly much hard-
er to ride. That didn't stop

Passeri scoring points on the
second day in Italy though.
Whether the V-twin Aprilia

Fancy a V-twin enduro bike?
Aprilia’s revolutionary 450 twin
made its debut in enduro form

at the Italian round of the WEC.
Just check out that funky frame...

‘onto orocco, Maumama, Mali, Guinea (first

The Dakar Rallye has just
got a whole load easier for
hobby riders thanks to rule
changes which come into.
effect fopthe 2006 event!

Unlucky for some, but not for off-road motorsport, on Friday 13
May DEFRA announced a revision to the controversial SPS rules
that had been threatening to effectively ban off-road in the UK.

Updated guidance on non-agricultural land use during the SPS
10-month qualifying period was released just three days before the
original scheme’s deadline for farmers.

Lord Bach, Minister for Sustainable Farming and Food, said:
‘DEFRA received a number of representations from motorsport
interests following the issue of new guidance on 29 March. Having
considered these, I am happy to announce the publication of
updated guidance, which now provides for motorsports to take
place on up to 28 days during farmers' 10-month eligibility period
on land used in support of 2005 Single Payment claims’.

However, we're not out of the woods just yet - SPS guidance
will be reviewed for 2006 and beyond, after seeing how this first
year pans out. See page 14 for the full story...

It looks like four-time WEC champ Stefan
Merriman's quest for his fifth title has
been all but ruled out this year after a
serious crash at the Italian round of the
World Championship.

The Kiwi rider high-sided his Yamaha
WRA50F early on day one and was hit by
the bike. He got back on to finish the
special test but was later rushed to
hospital where his spleen was removed.

It's expected he'll be well enough
to compete in round four in Spain on
4-5 June but the 61-point difference
between Merriman (75pts) and leader
Finn Samuli Aro (136pts) may be too big
a gap to bridge.

™M 7



CARRY ON

CAMBRIAN

This year’s Cambrian Rally will be
held on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23
October. Now in its 11th year, the-
predominately roadbook event will for
the first time feature checkpoeinits to
ensure riders complete the course.
The first day will be approximately
100 miles including two special tests,
while Sunday’s route will be around
120 miles long. The whale course is
designed so that even the Biggest
trailies can get round comfortably.
Entry fee is £100 finciuding evening
buffet) and priority will be given to
those on trail machines. Log onta
enduronews.com for regs.

Motorcycle
Mafioso

Fancy trail riding in
the beautiful island of
Sicily? A new tour com-
pany, ia Offroad, is
now offering a variety
of guided off-road tours
across the entire island.
Ad iding will
typically cover 75-95
miles and include
ancient stone tracks
and forest, sand and
clay trails. A day costs
199 euros and includes
experienced local guide,
bike hire, fuel, B&B,
lunch, dinner and

third party insurance,
although you will need
to bring your own kit
Also available is a 5-6
day tour around the
whole of Sicily

For more experienced
riders there’s the ideal
opportunity to get
involved in the local
‘Motocavalcate’, which
are organised rides with
local trail riders tackling
more advanced trails.
Check out the website
siciliaoffroad.com for
further details.

Next Month...

Next month’s TBM will
likely include some, all

or none of the following:

e The launch test of
BMW's exclusive new
1200cc HP2 boxer being
ridden in the mountains
of Spain.

* A low seat height test
of a number of small

capacity trailies including
one from China. Just how
good can a brand new
£1500 trailie actually be?
* Archives: something
old... rides something
not quite so old!

* 100s of free classifieds.
* T-Mag Trials section.

* er... loads more stuff!

¢>0H TRIAL

Feedback for TBM's new Trials
Mag supplcmunt has (so far)
been very positive. Here's a
selection of what a few of

you guys have told us:

‘Congratulations to you all -

a shockingly refreshing take on
trials to an area of the sport that
has been deprived of non-TMX
journalism for some years.’

‘Great mag, great trials review,
hope this can be continued. Just
shows that an honest test can be
carried out with good and bad
points given. Well done TBM'.

"Having read the trials content
in this month’s TBM I think you
have proved that you can produce
an alternative, lr{/in'un”iw and
entertaining mag for the trials
market. I would buy it for sure
and so would the vast majority
[of trials riders] if it became
available."

Thanks guys, we really do
value all your feedback (good
or bad) so please email us on
trials@trailbikemag.com with
your views. Remember, it's
up to you if trials in TBM
stays or goes...

S TRIAL TIME

The new TBM-sponsored 2005
trail bike/ trials championship
starts on 30 July, with the first
round, the Ivor Morkott LDT,

being hosted by the Caerphilly
Club. Entry forms are available

on JCLI.OI"Q,ALI]\A

MY FIRST BIKE

FORMER SPEEDWRAY STAR BERT HARKINS
RUNS THE SUCCESSFUL RCERBIS AND SCOTT
"MPORTERSHIP' BERT HRARKINS RACING..

s

I hen TBM asked me to
write about my first bike I
wondered if they meant my first
road bike, a 200cc Triumph Tiger
Cub, my first road-race bike, a
250cc Velocette (!), or my first
speedway bike, a very old 500cc
methanol-burning JAP.

Anyway, from an early age, I
wanted to race speedway, but by
the time I was 16, there were no
speedway teams left in Scotland
so I saved up my baw-bees [cash]
and bought a second-hand
Triumph Tiger Cub. This was my
pride and joy even though it had
a habit of chewing up big ends.
Somehow it took forever to get
a new big-end sent up to the
Glasgow dealer, JR Alexander
Ltd, where I was working as a
penniless apprentice mechanic -
no 'next day delivery' back then.

Eventually, the wee Cub was
back on the road again and a
speedway track was due to open
in Motherwell, just outside of
Glasgow. The promoter, lan
Hoskins, advertised for grasstrack
riders or even any motorcyclist to
come along and have a ride - so
never having raced grass or
speedway, I went along on the
Cub to see what it was all about.

Painted pudding basin helmet,
American army goggles (this was
before Scott goggles were even
invented!) and a leather flying
jacket with fur-lined collar - not
quite the attire that an aspiring

world champion would wear these
days, but back then it was all I had.
Now even a complete novice won'’t
be seen dead without the latest
Kevlar trickery, carbon helmet

and three bikes!

Anyway, I even got to wobble
around the speedway track, but
almost fell off with shock when
Scottish champion Bill Landels
came blasting past me in a flat-
out slide. Very demoralising.

Speedway only lasted a few
weeks at Motherwell so I joined
my friend, Denis Gallagher for a
season of road racing in Scotland
and even the Southern 100 in the
Isle of Man. Good fun, but I still
wanted to ride Speedway. When
the Edinburgh Monarchs track
reopened at Old Meadowbank,

I sold all my other motorcycle
gear and bought an old (very old)
long-stroke JAP. It cost me all of
£50, but the rider I bought it from,
Glaswegian Jimmy Tannock, took
pity on me and gave me a fiver
discount. Even now Jimmy tries
to get that fiver back, saying that
he set me on the road to fame
and fortune, but so far, I still have
neither fame nor fortune.

My speedway career progressed
slowly from there - it took me
ten years to become an overnight
success, but I will never forget that
wee Tiger Cub. Although I reckon
that if it was around now, the
number plate - SL4789 - would
be worth more than the bike!”

T™TEM 9



=211 NEWS

NEXX TIME

Well done to all those of you who
guessed the correct answer to
last month’s “Win a Nexx
helmet’ competition.
‘The correct way through
boggy terrain is...’
of course, any way
you can get through!
The lucky winner was
John Walsh with his tie-
breaker of ‘Blez's excuse for
getting stuck... I found the
bog okay but I couldn't find
the paper.’
A red Nexx X20 Pro Spark lid will
be winging its way to you shortly, John...

More good news for overall motorcycle
sales, up another five-percent on last
month’s figures. The rising trend carries
over into the Adventure Sport category
with an impressive nine-percent hike
partly due to the big Beemer shifting
another 251 machines! Over in the Trail
and Enduro camp the overall figure has
climbed another two-percent on last
month, and there’s no stopping Honda'’s
XR125L with yet another 100 units sold.
Lower down the chart it’s been a battle in
the middleweight class with the Yamaha
WRA450F just overhauling KTM's 450EXC
for fifth position. 5

ADVENTURE SPORT

1 BMWR12006S 743
2 HondaXL125W 215
3 m—nsssl‘umaz
4 KTM 640 SM

9 Honda XLVGS0V

1 Honda KR125L
2 Honda CRF250K

SNIPPETS

& THIEVING SCUM

A dying man's dirtbike was stolen
as he lay next to it in Choats Road
Quarry, in Barking, east London
on Sunday 1 May.

Paramedics treated Robert
Sutcliffe 38, at the scene of the acci-
dent after he apparently lost con-
trol of his Yamaha but were unable
to save his life. Meantime heartless
thieves made off with his bike.

Police returned to the quarry
a week later to appeal for
witnesses amongst riders, but at
the time of going to press there
have been no further develop-
ments. The stolen bike’s number
plate is T698 PVM - if you know
of any information that could help
catch the thieves call Barking and
Dagenham police station on 020
8984 1212.

< TOP SHOP

Bike Frenzy is a new off-road bike
shop open seven days a week on
the Surrey / Kent border. Stocking

a large range of spares, accessories
and clothing there’s free parking,

a café and toilets plus free tea and
coffee for any cold and tired trail
riders. Try bikefrenzy.com for more
details or call on 01959 573737.

< JOIN THE CLUB

Trail riders in the Greater
Manchester area now have a new
local TRF club. Meeting at the
Arden Arms, Bredbury on the
second and fourth Mondays of
the month, all trail riders are
welcome (not just TRF members),
for further info call Phil Kinder
on 0161 339 5343.

< LIGHT UP

Just in for the new Honda
CRF450X are road legal lighting
kits. The basic package includes
wiring loom - direct plug-in and
colour coded for easy fitting,
handlebar switch with on/off,
high/low beam, kill switch and
horn, hydraulic brake light switch
plus rear moulded add-on with
legal light, reflector and number
plate board.

Price is £275 including delivery,
but optional extras are available
such as ignition switches, indica-
tors and speedo. You can call
Pro Racing on 01788 510300 for
more info.

roven
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HIGHEST PLACED BRIT

FINSHER AT THE 200S

DRKAR, VETERAN RALLY
RIDER MICK EXTANCE

WILL BE SWRAPPING HIS
TRUSTY XR6S50 FOR
A 450 THIS YERR..

WHAT WAS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

My first enduro bike was a 125¢cc
KTM. It was so long ago | can’t even

remember what year it was, but it was
the same year Paul Edmondson was
competing on an 80cc Honda. I think
it must have been early Eighties.

I bought it from a local dealer and it
was a great bike - I was a motocrosser
before | got the KTM.

WHAT WAS YOUR

FIRST ENDURO?

It was the Breckland and I finished
second in the 125¢cc Clubman class on
day one and first on day two. I didn’t
really understand the way enduros
worked but after doing a Geraint Jones
enduro school two weeks earlier |
wanted to give it a go. The weather
was good, but the distances we rode
were a bit of a shock to the system.

It was a nice feeling driving home
knowing that I'd done pretty well,
despite the fact that I couldn’t hold
onto the steering wheel due to blisters,

WHAT HAS BEEN THE

HARDEST ENDURO YOU

HAVE EVER RACED?

The toughest one-day event is the
Gilles Lalay in France. | rode it in 1995
and ran out of fuel. It was incredibly
difficult that year. The Dakar is tough
in different ways. Because of the
length of the event the mental strain

is incredible. Staying focused is so hard
during the event as so many things
happen. You really need different

skills for the Dakar, which is what
makes it special.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

Now, it’s not an enduro but the Dakar
Rallye. It's such a special event. Each
one brings with it its own challenges
and it’s something 1 wanted to do since
I was 17. The first Dakar I finished was
in 2003 and I look forward to it months
before the race starts.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD

THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE

ON YOUR CRREER?

Geraint Jones. My first proper enduro
experience was on one of his schools
and he remains enthusiastic about,
and committed to the sport today.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

I guess it would be the 2005 Dakar and
the ISDE held in Assen, Holland. | was
really happy with the way I rode in the
Dakar this year. I felt like all the aspects
of my rally riding were really coming
together well. Also finishing third or
fourth in the 80cc class at the ISDE in
Holland in horrendous weather I felt,
was a good performance.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

Stage seven of this year’s Dakar, due to
running out of fuel when things were
going so well. A possible top 20 finish
was taken away from me due to an
organisational blunder. I'd worked

so hard and the result | wanted was
within my grasp when I ran dry and
had to sit in the sand dunes unable to
do anything about it.

WHRAT HRS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

That was again at the Dakar this year.
Two days before the finish [ hit a
hollow at about 100kmh and my bike
bottomed out and sent me flying
through the air. You know you’ve had
a big crash when another rider wakes
you up in the desert. Luckily I was still
in one piece but really shaken. [ still
had 140km to go until the end of the
stage but I made it somehow.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO MEMORY?

Finishing near the top of the 80cc class
at the ISDE in Holland. There were a
few people who doubted whether 1
should be in the Trophy team that year
50 to come away from the event with
a good result and a gold medal finish
was special.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I'd probably say the XR650 that I've
ridden in three Dakar events now
because it has been the bike that has
helped me achieve something that I've
always wanted to do. I hope to keep
this year’s bike as a memento as I'm
switching to the 450 now.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRRAIN?

Sand. I always went well in sandy
enduros. | love it.

WHAT DOES ENDURO/RALLY NEED
MORE OF?

Younger riders keen to give it a go.

It would be great for the sport if more
young riders would try rally events,
like some of the young Spaniards are
starting to. I think that would be good
for the future of the sport, especially
in the UK.

WHAT DOES ENDURO/RALLY NEED
LESS OFr?

Older people in high places who won't
listen to competitors” suggestions.
There needs to be more organisational
personnel who have actual experience
of riding themselves. The sport is mov-
ing forward but needs some more
_\'oulh and enthusiasm.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE

SPORT OF ENDURD WILL BE

LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

I hope it will be even stronger than it is
now, especially in the UK. Again thing\’
are starting to get better, it just needs to
keep moving forward.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT

TO ACHIEVE?

I want to finish to get a top 20 Dakar
finish. Then I want to continue my
involvement with both rally events and
Honda, possibly trying to encourage
younger riders to compete seriously.
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