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tapered dus/l

compound

The tapered grip breaks new ground. It offers all

the benefits of our dual compound grip but has an

oversized thumb diameter, which tapers down to i

regular size at the ends. ’n 1] d e'

This mirrors the contours of a closed fist to offer & ~ T E
maximum comfort and control. . ~ H
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dual compound

Renthal Dual Layer Grips combine the longevity

of Renthal firm compound grips with the feel

and absorption qualities of the Renthal soft
compound grips.

Firm compound is used for the flange end, inner
sleeve and outer-end of the grip for maximum
durability; where as soft compound is used for the
outer layer of the grip, which is in direct contact

with the palm, fingers and thumb.
0 \ \\@

orange

superior technology

UK Distributors

Renthal’s grip technology ensures that there’s a grip B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
to exactly match your style. Whether for road or off- www.bandcexpress.co.uk

road, you'll benefit from the choice of three advanced
synthetic rubber compounds, each available in eight C.I. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000

different patterns and either soft, medium or firm. VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
The result is the optimum choice of strength, West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

tackiness and shock absorption, whatever the fiding MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES ( . . ‘ APR 05 £2.80116
conditions. Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374 wnzsnr rlnn lne MISS'“. iner IlH"l‘ I” ||"”” | 04
Plus | Doing the Rounds | Staff Bikes: KTM40OEXC I ”77 1 359” 0320 ” il
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Top of the Forum...

hey say that it's good to talk, and
I that talk is cheap. And on the TBM
Forum... it’s absolutely bloody free!

Well, it is after you’ve paid your Internet
Service Provider (ISP) for your connection.

Forum /ISP, what the hell are you on
about this time Melber? Well I'm glad you
asked me that, because I didn’t have a clue
myself about all this malarkey until just
over a month ago when the TBM website
went ‘live’. Since then we’ve apparently
had 13,000 ‘hits’ on our website which
you can find at www.trailbikemag.com.

And the Forum part? Well that’s where
like-minded individuals can shoot the dirt-
biking breeze with others of a similar ilk.
It's sort of like an electronic ‘social” at your
local dirtbike club, but without the stale ale
and curly sandwiches - oh, and it’s perma-
nently open.

What you have to do is navigate your
way to the TBM website (here’s the plug
again: www.trailbikemag.com), wait for it to
load up (if you've got a slow dial-up connec-
tion), then press the big button on the right
marked FORUM. Once there you'll see a
number of topics up for discussion and you
can either just read them or if you fancy con-

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Faiconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams,
Chris Evans, Steve Plain, Jonty 020 8840 4760/5066

Edmunds, David Knight, lan Kerr
Caleb Mason
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tributing then register your details and start

posting your replies (or your queries for
others to answer). Then sit back and watch
the results.

The beauty of a Forum is that all sorts of

people contribute to it and offer their own
valuable opinions and experiences on all
kinds of diverse (but obviously dirtbike
related) subjects.

And they can do this under a cloak of
anonymity because nobody (except us of
course) can see their name.

So whether you ride a lovely old DT175
or a spankers new KTM 250EXC you’ll be
welcomed here as a fellow dirt junkie.

And if you still have no idea what I'm
talking about, well get back on your Royal
Enfield and Log Off...

S| MELBER

0207396 8000

Rowe The Printers

TBM

3051741.

GNEWS - ;
All the Iatest from the world of dirt bikes...
12 DOING THE ROUNDS

Mark Williams heads to the garden of England
for a memorable day's trailriding...

20 PLAIN & SIMPLE

Having a spot of trouble with your dirt bike?
Mayhe TBM's man Steve Plain can help..

24 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans finds there’s snow husiness like
trailriding...

26 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams hopes that you're never too old...
28 T0 THE EXTREME

Jonty Edmunds rides the bike that helped David
Knight win the Hell's Gate extreme enduro...

38 LETTERS

The word from the street (and now the net) is..
46 THE FRENCH INJECTION

Sherco’s new 4.5i goes head to head with the
Gas Gas EC 450FSE on French battlefields...

58 GRAND THEFT MOTO

Serving police officer ian Kerr tells you how to
keep thieves away from your pride and joy...
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64 CENTRE SPREAD
Lights, camera, action..!

66 STAFF BIKES -1

Fixing the ‘05 Yamaha WR250F s flat spol...

72 STAFF BIKES - 2

Our long-term 400ENC went down to the woods
for its first enduro, but it was no picnic...

80 TRICK BITS

Plastic tanks, DVDs, crash helmets and some-
thing to keep your Mars bar dry on the trail..
86 KNIGHT SPEED

Knighter's on form and raring to go..

88 ‘05 UK CROSS COUNTRY

Round 1from Hawkstone Park, Shropshire...

90 BRITISH ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP
Round 1, the Diss MCC Ltd organised, EMG Ford
sponsored Breckiand enduro...

98 WORLD ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW
We preview the Maxxis FIM Worid Enduro
Championship..

116 OFF THE ROAD [PART FOUR)

Time for Mel's biggest challenge yet - entering
her first enduro. But was she up to the task?
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Yamaha Tricker is little more
than a BMX with an engine...

F ollowing in the tyre treads
of Honda’s miniature
thumper, the CRF230F, Yamaha
are now launching a 230cc model
into the TTR range.

In direct competition with the
Little Red bike, the Yamaha's spec
is almost identical to that of the
Honda, utilising an air-chilled
motor, six-speed gearbox,
conventional forks and a drum
rear brake, along with an ultra
low seat height. And just like
the CRE, the Yam is being built
without lights or any road kit,
with styling emulating the
company’s bigger competition
machines.

The lightweight, low
maintenance machine will

ROUND UP

Are you a keen trail rider or group who get out
and about most weekends? We are looking for
people to ‘Do the Rounds’ for us. If you think

you can string together a sentence or two and
take decent pictures then we’d like to hear from
you. The job will obviously include some travel,
mainly in the UK, although foreign jaunts

may be an option. Contact us via our website
trailbikemag.com or email info@trailbikemag.com.

6 TBEM

no doubt appeal to novices and
those small in stature, though
it’s unlikely that Yamaha UK will
be importing the budget bikes.
However, expect to see them in
grey importerships up and down
the country, where they’ll no
doubt be fitted with lighting kits
and road gubbins.

Believe it or not, it's the
Serow’s 20th birthday this year
and to celebrate Yamaha have
revised the definitive small trailie,
including a special anniversary
edition in dark red complete
with commemorative decals.

The reworked Serow is now a
250, with a flatter seat, new frame,
redesigned headlamp, digi clocks
and looks to be even lower than

TTR230 will appeal to
the shorter rider...

its predecessor - good news for
shorter trail riders. Standard
colour options look to be black
or white. As with the last model,
it'’s off down the grey import road
if you want to get hold of one.
As if that wasn’t enough,
there’s also a new BMX-inspired
Tricker to play with. Billed as a
cross between a trials, trail and
streetbike, it has an air cooled,
SOHC 249cc lump (the same as

the Serow’s), a semi-double cradle

frame, 16in rear wheel, low seat
and ultra-slim fuel tank, with

a claimed dry weight of 111kg,
and is available in yellow, orange
or black. Watch this space...

TBM's new forum is

now up and running, with
over 200 people registered
already. And, after reading
many amusing anecdotes,
we’ve decided to choose wow o
our favourite torrid tale
each month for your
entertainment.

Our first story is “curry-
er’ and his troublesome
DT125R, which only
revved to 3000 rpm then
died as soon as the throttle was
touched. Numerous suggestions by
fellow forum friends followed, but
even after changing the entire carb,
checking generator, ignition coils,
reed valve and powervalve, filing
down the cylinder head and buy-
ing a brand new end-can, nothing
was working.

Then, Eureka! Apparently the
problem was a small plastic marble
inside the DEP expansion chamber,
resembling a ‘widget’ from a beer
can, with ‘curry-er’ reckoning
his two-year-old son had put
the offending item in there.

Case closed - or so it seemed.
But then another helpful soul

DTR 125 probs? &

Eureka, all sorted. Yoy wont believe it

managed to clear up the situation
once and for all.

The same thing happened to
our mate at a meeting, we laughed
our nuts off when we found a

‘plastic widget” in his exhaust pipe.

The best mechanics in the pits
could not work it out until we
saw no smoke from the tailpipe.
The widgets are used in the
chrome plating process but I never
thought it could happen twice!’
So, if you're not already signed
up, log onto trailbikemag.com and
click on the forum button and it
could be you suffering public
humiliation next month...

THE EX-HEX FROM X

No sooner had he landed on our doorstep, than

the intrepid Kiwi JB was off again (scared
off by Mel, we reckon). Rumour has it
he’s off to Lapland to play with some
Huskys - of the dog variety that is.

Good luck mate!

So, if you think you've got
what it takes to work for TBM
on a full-time basis, then check
out our websile:

Simon Milward
1965 - 2005

Leading motorcycle rights
campaigner Simon Milward has
died after a bike crash in Africa
on 4 March.

South Devon born Simon,

who travelled the globe as a
tireless charity fundraiser, died
near the city of Kayes in Mali.
He started work with the
Motorcycle Action Group over
15 years ago and established
the Federation of European
Motorcyclists (FEM) Brussels
headquarters in 1992, bec
General Secre

Simon was killed whilst on
his five-year charity around-
the-world ride. Our deepest
sympathies go out to his family.
For more information on
Simon’s work, log onto
millennium-ride.com.

Former British Enduro
Championship rider Wyn Hughes
is again running his popular
enduro training days. They are
aimed at riders looking to improve
their technique and will cater for
all abilities. This year there are six
dates to choose from:

Sat 23 April nr Colchester
$at 14 May South Wales
Sun 15 May South Wales
Sat 28 May Salisbury

$at 11 June Salishury
$at 30 July South Wales

To book your place, call Wyn
on 01686 430455.
™M 7



desert goers as the heavily sub-
sided event : £500! This

four-stroke enduro blke
will be capable of competin;
and becauiib there are sufﬁctgent
refuelling points there’s no need
for a long-range tank. Riders
Clive on 01435 866860 or email
clive@teamdesertrose.com.

SOUTH COAST
SPECTACULAR

Don't miss the 11th annual bike
extravaganza that is the Beaulieu
Motorcycle World show. The two-
tay event on 18-19 June features an
ofi-road course, a grass track arena
display, speedway, plus stunt riders
and past and present motorcycle stars
All the major manufacturers will be
there and of course the usual trade
stands and refreshments. Adult day
entry costs £10.00 on Saturday and
£11.50 on the Sunday. Discounted
tickets and further info are availahle
on beaulieumotorcycleworld.co.uk
or call 01590 612888 to hook.

SAVE MONEY . g,
Tt nlquu;m el N ADvance
e 01990 81agis ... oo co, -Au.-...,

FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING

So far in 2005 the motorcycle indus-
try seems to be pretty buo_\ ant, with
overall sales (registrations) bounc-
ing up another eight-percent.

The big BMW 1200GS still to
the Adventure Sport category w
another 50 units sold, with the pint-
sized Honda 125XL in hot pursuit,
just 36 bikes behind.
Meanwhile it seems
as if the supermoto
bug is catching, as
not only is Yamaha's
streetwise DT125X in
the charts but KTM’s
640 motard makes its
debut entry, tying
with the Yam in
fourth place.

Meanwhile, the
Trail /Enduro chart just
drops down one-percent

8 TBEeM

from last month, with Honda’s
ever-popular XR125L still outselling
its nearest rival, the CRF250X, by

19 units. Trials fever

hasn’t abated yet

either, with the Beta

Rev 3 still holding

steady in third place, only two units
behind the CRF-X.

The new kid on the block is the
Suzuki Van Van, squeezing out the
Yam DTI125R in fifth position with
a respectable 49 machines shifted.
Complete figures are as follows:

SNIPPETS

0N TRIAL
Latest news from the ACU
Trials & Enduro Committee
is that there will be a new
trail bike/ trials championship
this year, sponsored by TBM.
Dates are as follows:
T1Sept Neath MCC
Fred Rist Trial
25 Sept Stratford-upon-Avon
OK Supreme Trial
160ct West of England MC
Moor to Sea Trial
4Dec Golden Valley MC
The Golden Valley
Trail Bike Trial
If any other clubs want to
be involved, it's not too late -
please call Alison Devine
on 01788 566409 or email
alison@acu.org.uk. Entry
forms are available on
acu.org.uk.

CSWANDERING NOMADS
Martenique Barracks in
Bordon, Hants is the venue for
a three-stage trial on Sunday

8 May. The Aldermaston MCC
organised event attracted
nearly 100 riders last year.
Regs are available by phoning
Mike or Margaret Slatter on
01672 810768.

MAORI MADNESS

The 2006 ISDE will take place
in sunny New Zealand from
14-19 November. Lake Taupo
on the North Island is the
venue, with the going similar
to Scandinavian terrain -
pine forest and woodland.

¢STRIALS MAGAZINE

Keep your eyes peeled for
the imminent arrival of Trials
Magazine on a news-stand
near you. The latest title from
the TBM stable will cover
everything in the feet-up
world. And you can even
save yourself 15-percent on a
subscription by logging onto
extremepublishingltd.com/
trialsmag/

MY FIRST BIKE




FORMER BRITISH
CHRAMPIONSHIP RAND ISDE
COMPETITOR WYN HUGHES
IS NOW HUSQVRARNRA
TEAM MANRGER...

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

A Maico 400 in 1981. I was 16 years
old and rode clubman in the British
Championship that year, and some-
how came ninth or tenth overall in

the clubman class, something I was
pretty pleased with at the time.

WHAT WRS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

It was the Natterjack in 1980, on
Geraint Jones’s 440 Maico and |
managed to place third in class.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

I've got lots but my absolute
favourites have to be the Breckland,
Bordon and Beacons between 1987-
1996. I think I've rode the Breckland
15 times - I just love the course,

it’s physical and sandy, and it's

a cracking event.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE

HARDEST ENDURO wOU

HAVE EVER RACED?

Without a doubt the Gilles Lalay
Classic in France. It starts at 6.30am
and goes through until 1 o’clock,
then starts again at 3.00pm and ends
about midnight so it’s very tough.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD

THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE

ON YOUR CRAREER?

Well obviously Geraint Jones - he
taught me so much and I learnt a lot

from him. In the later years it was
Paul Edmondson. And there was
David Knight. I've raced against him
a lot, went to the Bordon and came
second five times in a row so I've
never beaten him!

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

I think there’s two. First off, there
was the 1996 ISDE in Poland where
I rode very well. Then I came back
from there and rode the Beacons
enduro a month later and think I
only dropped about four or five
minutes. The next closest person to
me in the British Championship lost
about ten or twelve minutes and
that's when Rob Sartin was top
four in the world.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

I've had my fair share, but not one
sticks out more than the others..
What really gets me is when you
drop out of an enduro because your
bike breaks and there’s nothing you
can do about it, it's something you
can’t control.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

There’s been quite a few of them!
When I was younger and a little wild
and mad as most youngsters are
now, I chipped my hipbone in a
small Hare and Hounds event down
in Hampshire. This happened just
before the Breckland and I had to
ride it with a busted hip - very
painful indeed.

The actual accident happened in a
water pool where the ruts had got
very deep. I went into the water way
too fast, hit the ruts, and the fork legs
just stopped dead and the bike fired
me off and I landed on my hip.

But on the whole, most of my big
crashes have happened at home
when I've been practicing, not when
racing. I've broken my collarbone
twice as well, but that’s been it, I've
been lucky.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO MEMORY?
Finishing second overall in the
British Championship in 1999, again
to Knighter. Also, reaching Dead
Crow Hill in the Gilles Lalay is an
absolutely great feeling. I was just
standing up on the top of the hill and

R MO‘I'UI.

o qu:dforce

looking down at all the people at
the bottom - fantastic.

"’,

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I've got to say out of the bikes I rode,
the Suzuki RMXs are pretty good.
Husky’s are very good too, if not the
best. Oh, and the Alfer I rode in 1999
which was a top bike.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

I like deep sand, deep mud
and deep, deep ruts!

WHRT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

More people getting involved at a
young age. More encouragement and
opportunities need to be available for
training youngsters up.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

For me, three classes is a backwards
step in my opinion. For the up and
coming riders it’s been nice for them
to think ‘well, if I maybe go in the
450 class I could get second or third’;
now, they’re going to look at the
three classes and think they’ve got
no chance. So I think that may lose
people out of the sport.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE

SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE

LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

Sitting here at the Breckland, this will
maybe be the last event here. I'd like
to say the sport as a whole is going to
be bigger and better but I really can’t
say that because of the way people
are being stopped more and more
from riding in certain areas. Decent
ground is also getting so hard to find,
so maybe it’s going to be a struggle
in the future.

WHRAT MORE DO YOU WRANT

TO RCHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

For me, it's bringing youngsters up in
the sport as it's very expensive to get
started now. I'd like to take Daryl
(Bolter) to the very top, which I think
he can do - he’s young, keen and
there’s nothing to stop him. Oh, and
making Husqvarna bigger and better
of course..!

ummmmnmms;,\
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Watershir

s I don’t generally bang on about it

with the parochial zeal with which I

trumpet the virtues of Mid-Wales, you
probably won’t have heard me reminiscing on
my formative experiences trailriding in Kent.
However in company with one Pete Furlong,
who used to make custom chaincases for big
Jap multis in South London, and like myself
was an early enduro enthusiast, I did a fair bit
of dirtbiking in North Kent in the Seventies.

In those days it was on a quite ridiculous
converted 197cc DoT scrambler and an only
slightly less ridiculous 250 Triumph Trailblazer.
=2 TeM

—

SRV IS

Mark Williams heads to the Garden of
England for a memorable day’s trailriding...

And perhaps it was the awkwardness of hefting
such machinery around the often tight 'n’ twisty
lanes of the North Downs that expunged the
experience from my memory. However some
vague notions of pleasantness were clearly
re-awakened when Gillingham-based Richard
Colquhoun contact TBM Towers and offered

to conduct me around his patch. After a couple
of false-starts, we finally managed to nail down
a mid-week date with a few of his Kent TRF
compadres early last month and when I planned
my trip down there with the road atlas, I had
visions of negotiating the hazards of burnt out

STORY £ PICS: MW

cars on brownfield sites, because Gillingham is
about as urban as trailriding territory gets.

And although as the day stretched out [ wasn’t
entirely wrong in my assumptions, the other
major mistake I made was thinking it'd be smart
to save money on a B&B by rising at 4am and
driving the 220-odd miles from my place to his
for a 9:30am start. Not allowing for a rush hour
pile-up on the M40 and the inevitable crawl
around the M25 meant I didn’t arrive until just
before ten, but much appreciated sausage and
bacon rolls, and good humoured banter from
the assembled throng in Richard’s kitchen left me
feeling slightly less guilty about my late arrival.

So let’s introduce you to that throng.

Gone Nuclear

Neil Smith is Head of Works Control at British
Nuclear Fuels’ Dungeness Power Station, which
means he’s in charge of operational planning
and maintenance. I'll resist the obvious jibes
about his KTM 450 benefiting from nuclear
power, although I was surprised that he didn’t
glow when we were barrelling along some of
the darker lanes we encountered.

Chairman of the Not so Bored
Plumber Stuart Cocksedge is actually Chairman
of the Kent TRF Group and gently pointed out

to me that he wasn’t even born when I last rode
the Kent trails, which rather puts this month’s
‘Rutted” column into an even ghastlier perspec-
tive. His mount was a very tidy DR-Z400E, which
seems like a pretty ideal choice for the sort of
going we were to experience.

Retired Ungracefully
‘Robbo’ - the only name he’d admit to - is in the
happy position of being a retired civil servant
to whom trailriding is a serious hobby. He
changes bikes ‘every six months or so’
his latest being a CRF250X, which
followed a WR250, KTM450, and

Gas Gas 450 in that order. So a civil
servant’s pension can’t be that bad!

Got it Nailed
I didn’t venture to enquire if carpenter
Nigel Jeffrey was even younger than
Stuart (but he
kind of looked it),
although he’s been
trailriding for at least
seven years, most of

‘em on a KLX250. Sadly, due to some completely
unfathomable fuel-related problem the bike
refused to start the previous day, but he was
lucky enough to borrow a friend’s CRM250-AR.
Pity really, as I'd have liked to seen how the
Kawa performed in comparison to my TT-R250.

The Man in Black

And finally our leader, BT engineer Richard C,
who also rides a Katoom 450, but in rare and
slightly sinister black livery. Extremely active

in local RoW issues - he admits to spending
most of his spare time corresponding with the
local council - Richard proved an avuncular
host, expert group leader and when occasion
demanded (or even when it didn’t), the sharpest
of wits.

After my late arrival, proceedings were further
hampered when Richard tore the valve out of his
front tyre when checking its pressure. Fortunately
with his electrical engineering, and Nigel’s
carpentry skills a new tube was inserted in some-
thing approaching a trice and off we finally went.

Unsurprisingly given his location, the route
from Richard’s home to our first bit of rough took
us through the Medway towns of Gillingham,
Chatham and Rochester, much of it along the
busy A2 which wasn’t much fun on a trailbike
without mirrors or indicators, so I was pleased
when we finally hung a left onto Scotland Way
just to the south of Shorne Wood Country Park.
This RuPP typified much, but by no means all
of the going that followed: a dry, earthern track
with plenty of loose stones, dashing in and out of
woodland across a gently undulating landscape.
It would’ve been all the more agreeable had the
weather not been so dull and overcast, but it got
the juices flowing nicely and when we got to the







