TECH AD #4

Frront chainwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard

or Ultralite designs, they are precision
manufactured to retain

maximum strength,

with minimum weight.

rear chamnwheels

Renthal rear chainwheels are precision
manufactured to extremely tight tolerances
from a special material developed to withstand
the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 70757651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%

the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable.
Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power
transfer and long-life.

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
in Hard Anodised finish, an integral surface
coating, which significantly increases

the hardness and wear resistance

of the chainwheel surface.

Renthal’s combination

of a very high strength

base material and

an exceptionally

hardwearing

surface result in

significantly increased

chainwheel life.

Final

dirive kit
Renthal Final Drive Kits allow
you to buy your Renthal chain
and chainwheels all in one go.
You can mix and match to get
the exact combination of
Renthal products you require.

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.1. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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Oldies But Goodies...

ou may or may not be in the fortunate
position of being able to afford a brand
new dirt bike every once in a while.
But if you are (or if you've ever borrowed one
from a trusting mate), you'll know that feeling
of getting on a bike which feels all crisp and
new... but ever so slightly alien to the touch.
Get back on your old machine however, and
it feels as familiar as an old sock. All the levers
are in the right place, the seat has exactly the

NO.TIS

MARCH 2005

buttocks... and well, the familiarity of it all just
makes you want to smile.

Old bikes have an appeal all of their own.
Whether it be a saggy old CRM, or something
much more ancient. \'o matter how many new
test bikes I get to ride, my eyes go all misty
when I spy th pile of bits in thv TBM shed
which used to be my beloved Yam WR250Z.

In my case, familiarity breeds content. In
fact I now know exactly how the love-struck

correct amount of sag to accommodate your

Prince of Wales feels...

Team TBM gets a bit of bike advice from this year’s Dakar Rallye Champ, Cyril Despres. His advice?"...leave zis pile of sheet at ome...’

6 NEWS

All the latest from the world of dirt bikes...
13 WRITES OF WAY

Mark Williams brings you up to date on

the Right to Ride campaign..

18 COLD PLAY

Forget skiing or bohsleigh this year for your
winter kicks - ice racing is where it's at..

22 PLAIN & SIMPLE

Having a spot of trouble with your dirt bike?
Mayhe TBM tech guru Steve Plain can help..
24 TALKING DIRTY

The mind is willing but the body is weak,

64 STAFF BIKES

News of a dedicated big bike rally series
has produced a flurry of enthusiasm at TBM...
68 TRICK BITS

Pink goggles? Welsh boots? Rubberwear?
And a suit of armour?® What's going on..?

70 RETURN OF THEMAC

Could the worst of the winter be behind us?
No such luck, but atleast you can stay dry..
76 HIGHWAY T0 HELL

The second running of the Hell's Gate
extreme enduro and our boys did us proud...
88 THE TOUGH ONE

says Chris Evans... Britain's first extreme enduro, The Tough One,
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38 CHARGE OF THE LITE BRIGADE

It's the ultimate 250 thumper shootout.

Five bikes on race, trail, and dyno...

58 HACKED OFF

It's not just punters who get it wrong -
journalists aren't immune to humiliation either...!

David Knight starts the year on a winning streak..
112 FROM THE ARCHIVES

Mark Williams charts the sad and sorry tale

of Laverda's ill-fated foray inte dirt biking...

Nestling in the foothills of the Tuscan Appenines, this small Italian
hillside town was about to play host to the 2005 Hell’s Gate Enduro...
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IT’S A SHOCKER

to build DOHC 250 & 450EXCs air shocks

uture KTM enduro models could feature some
ground-breaking changes designed to put the
orange bikes ahead of the off-road pack.

In an interview with an Italian off-road magazine
KTM'’s managing director Stefan Pierer revealed that
the PDS shock of the future was likely to be an air-
shock, without a steel spring, not unlike the French-
made Fornales shock as used by Brits Si Pavey and
Nick Plumb on their Dakar BMWs. f

Even more surprising was his comment that the
air shock is being developed by Ohlins - the Yamaha-
owned shock manufacturer. However, production of
shocks would still be entrusted to KTM-owned WP.

HUSKY ARE SPORTS

UK Husqvarna importers Husky Sport are backing
the Hafren Dirt Bike Club’s round of the 2005 Euro-
pean Enduro Championship.

The event, taking place in Llanidloes, Mid Wales
on 16-17 July will be known as the Husqvarna Hafren
Forest Enduro and will follow a similar format to
that used for the 2004 Hafren Enduro.

It will feature a challenging forest based course
with two special tests - one close to the start and
one at Glyn Hafren (Geraint Jones’ farm), on the
outskirts of the Hafren Forest.

& TEM

KTM has also been developing double overhead
camshaft technology in the motocross arena for the
past two seasons, a programme that culminated in
New Zealander Ben Townley winning the 2004 MX2

. . 5= . = ~ -
world championship on a gear-driven DOHC 250.

In the meantime Ivan Cervantes and Petteri Silvan
will be competing on enduro versions of the DOHC
250 throughout the 2005 WEC season. If the 250

performs well, then the DOHC

- EXCs may well debut as cus-
tomer models in 2006 with
%\ the 450 earmarked for ‘07.
%\ Watch this space.
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ROUND 3 N AMDLOES MD WALES

TB M is alive and kicking on the Internet -
check out trailbikemag.com. You can

now submit your classified adverts, letters and techni-
cal queries for inclusion in the magazine. There’s also
a comprehensive events section to see what's coming
up - and if you're organising an event that's not up
there, you can send it in to us for consideration.

And for all you chatty types, the TBM forum is
on its way, which means you can debate with other
like-minded readers the meaning of dirt bike life.

You might even find some of the TBM wrecking
crew shooting the breeze too!

The site also features a fully secure online store
where you can subscribe to the mag, order back issues
or buy merchandise all at the click of a button. So go
on, give it a whirl. You know it makes sense...

BRITS ON TOP

R

<

British enduro riders have twice showed themselves
to be the best enduro riders in Europe over this last
month of pre-WEC competition. They gave their
Continental counterparts a beating first at Hell’s
Gate and then at the Genova Indoor Enduro.

The onslaught was of course led by that man from
Mona’s Isle, ‘the burly Manxman’ David Knight.

He’s been nothing short of a one-man invasion force,
having captured the two Italian events, he has since
returned to the English mainland to lift the honours
at “The Tough One’ (all of which feature in TBM).

But Knighter wasn’t fighting alone. At Hell’s Gate
brother Juan and BEC 250F champ Wayne Braybrook
took the two runners-up spots on the podium, creating
a British trifecta that had the Italian crowd stunned.

At Genova it was Paul Edmondson who was second
to Knighter, riding his HRFE Honda CRF250, sending
out a clear warning to the other WEC E1 competitors
that Fast Ed seriously wants a fifth world title in 2005.
And who'd bet against Knighter lifting his first world
title this year. We can’t wait for the season to begin...

VIRTUAL REALITY

THE HEX FROM X

The team at TBM has grown again - Jonathan
Bentman aka |B, who you may (or may not)
know as the former editor of MotoX Magazine,
has joined the squad.

Ostensibly charged with the launch of Trials
Magazine, we're filling his quieter moments
with the occasional TBM mission, as you'll see
within this very issue. JB was also former edi-
tor of Kiwi Motorcycle Rider in New Zealand
and in fact has a fair history of adventure, trail
and enduro riding to add to many a year spent
road racing, so he vaguely competent. He’s a
bit of an overly verbose clown but we think
you'll grow to like him...

™M 7



SOLD, AS SEEN

Getting the new ‘registration year’
off to a flying start is the Adventure
Sport category, headed by the
mighty 1200 Beemer and backed
up by its burly older brother the
R1150GS in third position. Perhaps
due to the success of ‘“The Long
Way Round’ there have been 1400
1150s and 1200s sold over the past
13 months - and it'll be interesting
to see if any find their way through
onto the big bike rally scene.

In fact, the Adventure Sports
market showed a staggering
42-percent hike on registrations
against the same time last year,
well ahead of the overall trend
for the bike market, which saw
a two-percent increase.

Honda’s 125cc mini-Varadero
continues to pick up sales, but the
arrival of Yamaha's funky DT125
supermoto got an immediate
response from buyers, one that's
likely to continue through the year.

8 TBM

OUT FOR THE COUNT

The Army-run Natterjack Enduro has been down-
graded from a full BEC champlonship event to an
expert and clubman-only points scoring round.
The championship for the ‘championship’ class now
only comprises four rounds: Breckland, Brechfa,
Crychan and the John Banks.

Although unconfirmed, it is believed that the
championship points scoring has been dropped as
the date clashes with a round of the World Enduro
Championship.

With David Knight,
Paul Edmondson
and potentially
the likes of Daryl
Bolter and Si
Wakely at the WEC
round, the thinking
seems to be that
the championship
shouldn’t proceed
without them.

Unfortunately
this will also now
probably leave the
Army MCA without
a championship
entry for their
event, a sad
omission.

Meanwhile, the Trail/ Enduro
model numbers continue to creep
back up another two percent on
last month to minus three-percent.
Honda’s commuter-trailie the
XR125L is still the big seller but the
CRF250X also continues to sell well,
maintaining its position as the best
selling pukka enduro bike in the
British market.

That said, the orange team’s
450EXC had a strong month to
claim fourth spot. Beta are a
surprise entry in this sector with

their Rev 3 trials bikes blitzing its
way up to third in the chart.

Beta UK told us that the winter
months are the busy ones in the
trials trade, with new-year models
coming on stream from October, but
the push for new bike sales extend:
right through to the start of the
Scottish Six Days Trial in May. Of
course only a fraction of trials bikes
get road registered (most being
used solely off-road) so this figure
is just the tip of trials sales’ iceberg

Complete figures are as follows:

SNIPPETS

> SAT NAU SAVUY?

Are you a trail rider who
u';',lll.n‘h' uses one of those
natty GPS gizmos to guide
vourself around the back lanes
and byways of this fair land?
If so, we'd like to hear from
you about how great (or
otherwise) your kit is for

an upcoming feature we're
compiling on the whys,
wherefores and whatnots

of navigating sans-map.
Contact us via our website
trailbikemag.com or email
info@trailbikemag.com

> HARING ARDUND
Brand new on the events
calendar is the Cwmcynydd
Forest hare ‘n” hounds series,
with round one taking place
on Sunday 20 March. The
nine-mile lap features forestry
tracks and road sections.
Contact Anna Humphries
for details on 01597 810592 or
check the club’s website on
rdmce.co.uk.

> ON TRIAL

The latest addition to the TBM
stable is Trials Magazine. Due
to launch at the end of April,
you can subscribe online by
following the prompts on our
website trailbikemag.com

& WAYNE'S WORLD

Off-road trials and enduro ace
Wayne Braybrook (second to
David Knight at the Hell’s
Gate Extreme Enduro) is run-
ning a series of one and two
day enduro schools at his own
venue in Blackburn. Prices
start from £150 per day (using
yvour own bike) or for an extra
£19.95 you can use one of
Wayne’s CRF250Xs (subject

to availability). That includes
lunch, insurance and kit
Dates are 8/9 April, 25/26
May, 15/16 June, 6/7 July,

27 /28 July and 9/10 Sept

Call 0870 7742600 for details

MY FIRST BIKE




SCOTTISH RIDER AND THREE
TIMES ISDE COMPETITOR EURN
MCCONNELL WON HIS FIRST
EVER NATIONAL ENDURO
THIS YERAR AND IS
DETERMINED TO STRY ON
HIS WINNING STRERK...

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

My first bike was a 1985 Honda
CR80 that my dad bought me for
my 10th birthday in October 1991
after me nagging him for years
beforehand. It was £300, was in mint
condition and came with a full set
of riding kit. Bargain! My best mate
got an RMB80 for Christmas that year
and we rode every weekend, racing
each other on the farm.

WHAT WRAS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

The Melville in 1995 on a KTM
1255X in the Clubman class. I had
been riding as a travelling marshal at
Scottish enduros prior to turning 16.
I was first equal in my class as the
event was timed by a stopwatch. I
remember it was six laps and I was
absolutely knackered by the end.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HARDEST
ENDURDO YOU HRAVE EVER
RACED?

The 1997 Harwood event was a bog
from start to finish. They cut it from
six laps to four but only three riders
finished in my class. I won because
the other lads got stuck on the test.

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE
ENDURO?

Shipla\\', Avon \'.11|e}' or Kielder, or
at least they used to be. I love fast

open going with bogs, ditches and
hills. Most enduros are whooped
out or rutted now but these events
weren't when I last rode them. They
were a blast - somewhere where you

could open the bike up and have fun.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD THE
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON YOUR
CRREER?

My dad. He schooled me well in
the basics and didn't spoil me with
special bikes or too many races. From
a racing point of view I have looked
up to Dougie Kerr and Richard Hay.
When I started competing in the
British Enduro Championship I
looked up to Rob Sartin and Wyn
Hughes - they are real professionals.
Now David Knight and Paul Eddy
have raised the bar again.

WHRAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?
That was in Sweden in 2003 at the
last round of the World Enduro
Championship. Paul Eddy gave me
a pep talk the week before in Finland
and it must have been good ‘cause I
beat him both days in Sweden.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

That would have to be the 2002 ISDE
when I broke my hand. I was riding
really well and starting to get some
encouraging test times (top five in
class) when I hit my hand on a post.
I didn't even fall off, which was real-
ly hard to take.

WHRAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

It was in the Melville two-day
enduro last year aboard the pre-
production Sherco 450. The bike
was seriously fast and I was riding
beyond my capabilities, having a
great time, when it spat me off going
down a hill at 60mph. I went over
the handlebars and rag-dolled down
the hill knocking myself out .
Needless to say I didn't finish.

WHRAT IS YOUR MOST
TRERSURED ENDURO MEMORY?

I have loads of good memories but

[ guess winning the John Banks
enduro last year was a good one as

I had had no practise, was not fit and
nobody was expecting me to win. |
had never won a national enduro
before it was a bit of a surprise.

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I suppose that would have to be my
CRS80, for the sheer fun-factor every

weekend, or my 1999 KTM250EXC.

The KTM was the first bike I started
to go fast on.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN®

Bogs, because you can have flat-out
enjoyment without fear of hurting
yourself.

WHRAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

Fun, less fuss and more action. What
would be wrong with taping off a
section of the course on the day of
the event and calling it a special test?
It would mean less walking, which
would mean not having to be there
two days before the event.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

Red tape and rules. For instance,

it needs to be made easier for
organisers to run a British Champ-
ionship event. And it needs to be
easier for young motocross or trials
riders to start riding in enduros.
Registering bikes and having to use
enduro tyres are a real ball-ache if
you're not used to it.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

Alive and well I hope, as there is an
ever-increasing leisure market with
the 30-somethings buying bikes.
However, I also think that the big
events such as the Beacons and the
Melville may fall victim to land use
restrictions. Maybe we'll see a
resurgence of classic type enduros
with tight checks and snotty bits as
people get tired of riding six hours at
a ‘relaxed’ pace for only 20 minutes

of special tests to decide the winners. §

WHRT MORE DO YOU WRANT
TO RACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?
I'd like to win something big as
I've always been second and
that doesn't bode well with my
competitive personality.
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The largest motorcycle showroom

| Reactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Rev Glove

per wk

ALLOY (05) Package : £149.99
SX1 Pant - Viper Jersey - Atom Gloves

WR450F 05

in the UK.

ALPINESTARS 05 Package : £119.99

Racer Pant - Racer Jersey - Dual Glove  Reactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Revs loyes
|

40 EXC 05

FINANCE FXAMPLE: HONDA CRF 250X, £4899. DEPOSIT £99, BALANCE £4800, 60 MONTHS @ £110.54, APR 13.9%

ALLOY 05 (*Kids) Package : £9° 99
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STORY: MARK WILLIAMS

Continuing the ‘Right to Ride’ campaign,

Mark Wi

iams takes a closer look at the

Government’s response to its RoW
consultation document...

Michael RoWs the BOATs
In last month’s TBM we published a brief

appraisal of the government’s official response

was to our quick scanning of its 104 pages.
As has been noted before, the extent and
even the scope of the response to DEFRA’s

‘ New Stock make and every model VAMAHA 37 to DEFRA’s year-old consultation document, original consultation paper took bgth civil
l Evory i d supplied. SX525 (5 £ AMAHA 7 2% 9 ‘The Use of Medmmga]lv Propelled Vehicles servants and the minister by surprise. A total ;
| A QUASAR 50cc QUAD N4 TRX450R QUAD 4 £4599 EXCA50 05 £5309  VAMAHA 250 9 on Richts of Way’ - or MPVs on RoW to use a of 98 organisations responded formally, of which
| CANNONDALE .. CANNIBAL 440 QUAD KTM. SKBSSW 05 12850 EXCS25 05 £5599  YAMAHA ’ 450F 2 S e ¥ é by far the largest percentage were 34 MPV user
| s 40 0UAD KM XC200 05 24399 JIBAL200 04 2699 YAMAHA 7 450F more convenient shorthand - which appeared Dy far the largest p: ag : o
HONDA R0 ™ EXC250 (05 4499 RMZ250 (4 £3799  YAMAHA YR 250F just before we went to press. groups buttressed by nine more relateq busmgss
%ﬁ q;::g; :r:: zx%-;oog i :Z; : ‘Z - "WAH:: M:W o The fuller analysis of this somewhat fearfully associations... which sounds encouraging until
SX450 (15 : AMAH VR 450F 8 7 3 % Z ~ - 3
awaited text (promised by us in the last issue) you learn that there were 23 non-MPV groups,
stock [ ——— KM YAMAHA is slightly less optimistic - a state of affairs that 14 parish and town councils and seven environ-
" KM YAMAHA was as much down to the clever, sometimes glib mental and residents groups all of wholm fwere] in
HONDA of £ HUSQVARNA R125 99 £1599 KM YAMAHA g o FRaE fe 2 5q Favour of 's origi sals. In fact the
el i Ao s kit st s composition of the Minister’s introduction, as it favour of DEFRA's original proposal <
HONDA KAWASAK] K125 01 SUZUKI YAMAHA 2 M
HONDA KAWASAKL kX125 03 SUZUKI YAMAHA Y2250 03 9
HONDA KAWASAKI KXI125 04 2799 SUZUKI YAMAHA Z50F 02
HONDA KAWASAKI K50 02 32699  SUZUKI YAMAHA 250F (06 % -
HONDA KAWASAKI K250 03 X6£2699  SUZUKI YAMAHA 250F (4 %
HONDA KAWASAKI K@50F 4 x2£3399  SUZUKI YAMAHA 7RI26 00 9
HONDA KAWASAKL... KSV700(2vhs0l) 04 £4599  YAMAHA YAMAHA 50 08 9
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final outcome was evenly split, 50/50 between
the pros and the antis.

On top of these organisations were formal
responses from 4662 individuals, 905 from TRF
members and a further 739 from non-affiliated
bikers (which we’d like to think included
many TBM readers) all but one of whom
were, unsurprisingly, against the proposals.
And interestingly, even the 147 Walkers and 67
Landowners who responded didn’t all endorse
the government’s proposals.

Continuing the numbers game - if only because
it makes salutary reading - there were apparently
9045 individual letters to the minister, 1643 of
them from motorcyclists which was over a
hundred more than the total number of walkers.
Unfortunately in terms of predictable anti-MPV
user opinion they were aided by 4233 “form’
postcards which had been inserted into every
copy of the Country Land & Business Owners
Association’s magazine.

Devil in the Detail
Nevertheless ‘The Government’s Framework for
Action” purports to be even-handed towards all

users of these precious rural resources, and to
this end it takes note of the weight of opinion on
each of the major proposals made in the original
consultation paper which, for brevity’s sake, this
feature largely excludes. But on careful reading
an undeniable bias against recreational MPV
activities emerges and it is, I think, fair to say
that on this evidence, anyone who thinks
trailriding can continue in its current form
is kidding themselves.

Firstly, Alun Michael’s intention to impose
a new category of ‘Restricted Byway’ once the
appropriate legislation has been enacted, remains
undiminished (indeed this was an original
provision of the CROW Act). Restricted byways
will, at the very least, prohibit MPVs and may -
depending on local bylaws - even prevent use
by mountain bikers and horse riders. Restricted
byway status will inevitably apply to Roads Used
as Public Paths (RuPPs) which have not yet been
accorded the higher status of a Byway Open to
All Traffic (BOAT) by the time consuming and
often mysterious mechanism of applying for a
Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO).

The proposal is 'to introduce legislation to
provide that any future use of a footpath or
bridleway that would (immediately before the
commencement of the relevant new legislation)
have given rise to a public right of way for
vehicles shall be treated as giving rise to
restricted byway rights, but no other public
rights of way. This will prevent any future
usage giving rise to claims for public rights
of way for mechanically propelled vehicles.'

The Cruellest Cut
You may recall that in the next breath DEFRA
planned to reduce the window of opportunity to
make the necessary claims for DMMOs on RuPPs
(or indeed bridleways and even footpaths) as set
out in The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (aka CROW) from 25 years to a mere 12
months... after the new law had been passed.
And as anyone who's been involved in trying to
make a DMMO claim will know, this meant that
there was little hope of adding significantly to the
4147km of BOATS already registered in England
and Wales and effectively banning us from the
huge number of RuPPs that currently exist.
However as also reported in the last issue, and
as the consequence of expensive legal research
mounted by the Trail Riders Fellowship, where
such RuPPs have the dual status of Unclassified
Council (or County) Roads (UCRs) it is more than
likely that Restricted Byway status could NOT
be applied. The higher status of UCRs may well
prove to be a saving grace, but in cases where it
is not, the government still intends to bring in a

12 month cut-off date.

Mitigating against this it notes that 'We believe
that it is fair to provide a reasonable period of
notice before implementing the legislation that
will recognise only restricted byway rights and
extinguish any higher rights... (But) we also
recognise local authorities’ concerns about the
likely surge in applications which will be made
before the new legislation curtails byway open
to all traffic claims. While this will have an
impact in the short term, in the longer term
authorities will be faced with less contentious
claims for restricted byways.'

The report goes on: 'We consider that the best
approach is to seek to put the new legislation
on to the statute book, and bring it into force
through a separate commencement order. This
means the relevant legislation would be in the
public domain but would not come into force
until the commencement order is made.

(The National Assembly for Wales would be

responsible for making the commencement order
in Wales.) This will provide room for flexibility in
determining when we implement the legislation.’

Which to you and me means a new act of
parliament which could take several years to
bring onto the statute book, or 'as soon as
Parliamentary time allows'. Moreover in an
ambiguous sop to the differing views on the
contentious one year cut-off date - respondents
argued for anything between instant clamp-
down and a ten year window - the separate
commencement order could in theory be held
back for some years after the law is passed.

Or not, as the case may be.

Some Small Comfort

More definite is the statement that 't is

our intention that the register (of DMMOs)
will include all claims that have not been
determined at the time new legislation is
brought into force. Orders which have been
made but not determined at the time of
implementation of the new legislation will
also be processed to a conclusion.'

Which is moderately good news for all the
local TRF members who are currently slaving
away preparing DMMO applications, not that
this should give rise to any complacency on our
part. There are some 7000km of RuPPs that could
and in many cases must be turned into BOATSs (of
which, incidently, there are about 4000km worth)
if we want to continue riding them. But at least
Alun Michael’s men are prepared to allow claims
made on the basis of historical 'evidence of lawful
use by mechanically propelled vehicles' to
continue to the original CROW cut off date
of 2025. Which may well prove an important,

practical
concession.
Moreover
'restricted
byways which S
are shown to
carry mechanically
propelled vehicular
rights and which meet the
criteria of byways open to all
traffic can still be upgraded by
means of a definitive map ;
modification order.’

Dirty Tricks Dept
Counterbalancing that and one or two other
rays of sunlight is the assertion that 'we intend
to issue advice on the use of traffic regulation
orders (TROs) pre-emptively,” which means that
local authorities who "are concerned that future
use by mechanically propelled vehicles may
damage rights of way... may use their traffic
regulation order powers pre-emptively.’

In other words if some local RoW or Highways
officer thinks that MPVs may cause damage to
a BOAT, they can slap a six-month TRO on it,
consecutively for up to 18 months if necessary.
Which would of course give them ample time
to apply for restricted byway status.

That, to this writer, is the most insidious item
hidden away in this weighty tome but following
hard on its heels is the intention 'to legislate to
extinguish general public prescriptive rights
based on illegal use of rights of way by
mechanically propelled vehicles since 1930.'

What this refers to is a High Court case where
it was judged that 'there may well be instances
where illegal vehicular use under what is now
the Road Traffic Act 1988 may give rise to
vehicular rights' if such rights once existed.
Michael’s intention is to change the law so that
such judgements could not henceforth be made,
which is more bad news.
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Broadly speaking, that just about covers the
legislative aspects of the original consultation
document and the responses it has produced and
I think it’s fair to say that the original proposals,
whilst still mainly intact, now contain some
caveats, qualifications and revisions. These
may lessen the immediate negative impact
on trailriding, whilst nonetheless ensuring that
within a few years there will certainly be fewer
opportunities for us to legally enjoy the nation’s
network of byways.

And the word ‘legally” is particularly
appropriate, because you will recall that much
of the impetus for DEFRA’s proposals was based
on the illegal use of existing RoW and the use
of illegal MPVs. As has been noted in TBM and
indeed the original consultation paper, the police
already have powers to arrest and prosecute
those who ride or drive on byways that aren’t
vehicular, and confiscate their vehicles, too. But
providing the resources to do this effectively is
altogether another matter when both police
budgets and manpower are already sorely
stretched coping with what some would
consider more pressing criminal activities...

Local authorities who responded to the
consultation paper apparently 'suggested that
part of the problem in dealing with illegal use
was that the police lacked the commitment to
take action,' so the government is suggesting that
"local authorities and police authorities should

be encouraged to develop and publicise policies
on dealing with illegal use of rights of way.

We believe that police authorities will more
readily engage where an integrated partnership
approach is in place.'

And it goes on 'an inherent difficulty in rural
crime is catching the perpetrators in the act.
Targeting ‘hotspots” has proved successful in
areas where an integrated approach is in place.
Rights of way officers, National Park and other
local authority rangers and park wardens all
have a role in assisting the police in information
gathering. Similarly, the public also has a role
to inform the police where illegal activity is
taking place, especially where there is recurrent
illegal activity.'

Snitch on a Trailrider?

Which is all very well and may, at least in the
latter respect, benefit from the ‘Snitch on Your
Neighbour” culture that's slowly emerging in
Britain... Although noting the registration on a
muddy numberplate when you're cold, wet and
miles from anywhere and haven’t got a biro in
your kagoule is another matter altogether.

But although DEFRA says that 'proper
signposting and the appropriate use of physical
barriers are two means by which rights can
be clearly indicated' and that 'well maintained
routes also tend to encourage responsible use’,
there is no mention of the extra Treasury funding
that might encourage them. A pretty glaring
discrepancy considering that many if not most
county councils can’t even afford to finance their
existing maintenance obligations. DEFRA’s final
word on this is therefore the rather glib assertion
that 'We will be working closely with the police,
local authorities, other government departments,
landowners, rights of way user groups and
other stakeholders to deliver a comprehensive
enforcement guidance document.’

In this context, it’s also salutary to note that
Michael and his men 'are working towards an
updated and revised edition of Making the
Best of Byways. This guidance document,
commissioned by the outgoing Tory government
but published under Labour in 1997, made many
sensible and constructive recommendations,
many of which were directed at local authorities.
Had they been fully implemented there might
perhaps be more harmony between the various
interest groups who work and play in the
countryside. But, once again crucially, they
relied on the good intentions and adequate
funding of those self-same local authorities.

Unsurprisingly, although many local
authorities signed up to it, many did not and
those that did, failed to do what was required

of them, eg improve signage, conduct proper
consultation on DMMOs and TROs etc. Michael
in his intro to the response document doesn’t
hint at how he thinks Making the Best of Byways
should change, but 'invites views' on its revision.
What might give us some comfort, however,
are the conclusions of the government-funded
Faber Maunsell report into Motor Vehicles on
Byways Open to All Traffic, published at the
same time as the DEFRA response document
(which in fact draws extensively from it) and
briefly referred to in last month’s TBM.
Faber-Maunsell carefully monitored just
20 English BOATSs to compile their report
and despite the tiny sample, the results make
interesting reading. Whilst finding - surprise,
surprise - that 60-percent of vehicles using these
BOATs had four or more wheels (ie were
agricultural) and that use by such vehicles was
more or less the same on weekdays as weekends,
motorcycle use was predominately at weekend.
The report also concluded that 'Deterioration
in surface condition is most likely where ground
conditions are weak (47-percent by length, of
the byways surveyed were classed as weak);
drainage is poor (70-percent by length, of
byways were without either natural or man-
made drainage); traffic flows are high; and axle
loadings are high.' So no great revelations there
then, nor when it added that 'Motor vehicles can
have a beneficial effect. They prevent byways
becoming overgrown. The Cambridgeshire site
with an average daily flow of 0.1 motor vehicles
was close to becoming overgrown. Part of the
Suffolk byway was completely overgrown.’
Equally predictable was the conclusion,
under the heading Impacts of the Passage of
Motor Vehicles on Others, that 'Noise from
motorcycles causes most concern and, during
surveying in Cornwall, a group of motorcyclists
operating over a network of byways within a
confined geographical area resulted in perceptible
noise for much of the day.' Referring to residents
with dwellings adjoining byways, Faber-
Maunsell noted that 'Their major concerns
are motorcyclists, the speed of vehicles, lack of
respect for other users and both larger vehicles
and recreational vehicles causing rutting.’

Easy Options are

the Worst Options

Unfortunately whilst acknowledging that damage
to BOATS by vehicles in general and motor-
cyclists in particular is limited, especially when
byways have been properly maintained by

the authorities whose duty it is to do so, Faber-
Maunsell’s major conclusion is 'that measures to
control or restrict traffic on byways open to all

whilst acknow]edgmg that .
TROs may be the best means of
doing so, and despite noting that
TROs 'have greatest impact on recreational
users of byways.'

It will be interesting to see whether any
re-writing of Making the Best of Byways
absolves from local authorities the responsibility
for consulting with interested parties (eg MPV
user groups) before they reach for the TROs
and Restricted Byways solutions that the govern-
ment appears to see as the quickest, easiest and
arguably dirtiest means of criminalising off-road
bikers. Otherwise we might be in for even more
rude, crude shocks to our RoW systems than we
currently have to endure. And even if one accepts
the Minister’s basic premise that historical use by
horses and carts is no longer any justification for
modern vehicular travel, many of these proposals
will do democracy no good at all...
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Forget skiing or bobsled this year for your
winter kicks - ice racing’s where it’s at.
Our Canadian cousins show TBM exactly

how to keep it cool...

f you think British winters are a bit on the

nippy side, try Canada. Well known for its

harsh climate, snow, ice and extreme cold
temperatures which abound from December
through to late March.

These ultra-cold conditions produce ice, and
lots of.it! Most ponds and lakes freeze solid,
providing a virtual freeway for cross country
skiers, snowmobile riders, ice skaters and...

motorcycle ice-racers.

A Good Screw

Prepping the bikes to race starts with sorting out
ice tyres. These are made by driving 500 screws
1te a (preferably new) knobbly tyre. The screws
havea regular wood screw-type thread with a
hex head, but true ice screws use a mugh taller
head profile, with very sharp ridges and are
made from hardenedygteel. The length used
varies somewhat, but the'best tyres tise one-inch
screws front and rear, nfeaning they protrude
right through the tyre and into the tube area. To
solve the problem of puntures, liners are made,
often from old street bike tyres cut to fit.

The reason for using long screws is twofold.
Shorter screws can be torn'out of the tyre and the
length adds rigidity to the knobs preventing
traction-robbing flex. Screw patterns and angles
s TEM

Over in Canada they don't put their
enduro bikes away for the winter...
They fit some studded tyres and

then go race against their mates...

Covers on the tyres help keep the '.
‘spikes’ good and sharp

are a bit of a grey area; it's more a case of seeing
what works and what doesn’t.

Next comes the delicate task of fitting the tyres
without cutting your hands to ribbons wrestling
a double-stiff tyre carcass with 500 screws onto
each rim. To make the ice tyres effective, hard
ground needs to be avoided as the sharpness is



critical - covers are fitted to the tyres to permit
loading the bike onto pick-ups and the like.

Icing On The Lake
Then there’s the track itself. Minimum ice
thickness is usually 30cm, and the course is
typically an oval shape run in a counterclockwise
direction, although some incorporate a full road
racing-type affair. If oval-only
circuits are run, then normally only
one side of the tyres are studded as
they’ll never see a right-hand turn.
Normally the track is marked out
using a length of rope allowing
about an 18-20m radius for the
turns. In most cases the ice is
partially or totally snow covered,
so it’s not hard to pace off the
radius with somebody holding the
rope stationary at one end. Once
one corner is marked the rope is
used again to measure off the
straight section. Again this length
varies, but typically it's 60-80m for
the straights. Once paced off, snow-
blowers and plows are used to
clear any standing snow. Snow on the lake is
a mixed blessing - it’s a pain to get rid of but
provides clear track boundaries. Snow banks
also make nice barriers as falling down on
smooth, clear ice means you slide a long way.
A track of this size will permit speeds often
exceeding 80kmh (approx 50mph).

You’re As Cold As Ice

Going that fast and with air temperatures
anywhere from -5C to -25C, frostbite is a big
concern. Decent thermals and a rugged wind-
proof outer shell will do the job, although it's
quite easy to overheat due to the physical
exertion of riding on ice. A balaclava is normally
worn under an off-road helmet and goggles -
you won’t need your vents, so tape ‘em up.
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Snow blowers help to
carve out the course...

When the thermometer says it's minus
ten degrees, it's time to dig out the
enduro bike and go ‘lakeside"..

LOragraninly

You don’t need a big bike to have
fun in the snow. Even little XR100s
make great ice racers...

Thanks to Joe Treen for writing this story at short notice... And to his
buddy Heath at r2wtrials.com for letting us in on a great sport...

Motocross boots are pretty much a prerequisite
as the protection is critical with buzz-saw tyres all
around you, but they don’t provide much insula-
tion. Chemical hand warmers are heavenly when
placed on the insoles of your boots. Cold hands
are also a problem, but handguards work well
to deflect the cutting wind - the larger the better.
Another answer is heated grips - but the best
solution is a combination of both.

Skating On Thin Ice

Nearly any motorcycle can be ice raced, but
motocross and enduro bikes are the most
popular, although some of the best fun to be
had is actually on mini-bikes! Honda XR100s
are very pOPL-lldl‘ too although work best on
smaller track layouts.

But what is it really like? At first it feels like
you're riding on loose shingle but you soon
realise the tyres grip better the harder you push
them. Simply tear down the straight and throw
the bike into the turn and don’t use any brakes!
Just back off the throttle and fling it down in the
most aggressive way possible.

Good ice tyres stick like fresh slicks on clean
asphalt and lean angles are almost limitless -
dragging the left peg is a common occurrence. As
you pick up the throttle, the bike settles, the rear
tyre bites and you roll the throttle to the stop. The
drive out of turns is similar to railing a perfect
berm, only the entrance is much more dramatic.

Addictive doesn’t cover it - it's only one of two
activities I can think of that make whiling away a
long cold winter so pleasurable...
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Slow Starter
Hi Steve

I hope you can help. I own a 1993
kick-start DR350S and find it very tricky
to start, hot or cold. The engine also has
a flat-spot when you blip the throttle just
off idle. From one-eighth throttle onwards
it’s fine but after riding on, say, half-
throttle for a while it will not idle very
well and will often stall and be a pain to
restart. The bike has covered about 15000
miles and the engine seems to be okay
with loads of compression. I've had one
guy take a look at it and he fitted a new
pilot jet and a new spark plug, but this
has made no difference. Any ideas would
be a great help. Thanks for your time.

Chris
Via email

Chris, it sounds to me like you need to
give the carb a good cleanout. Make sure
that there’s no dirt in the jets and use an
aerosol of carb cleaner to blow through
all of the drillings in the carb body and
ensure that they’re clear. Once you've
done this, I'd only increase the size

of the pilot jet if the problem persists.

Get Packing
Dear Steve

What's the best way to re-pack a
two-stroke silencer? Can you over pack
it? What's the best material to use? Can
you use loft insulation?

And associated with this, what's the
best way to clean/de-gunk the exhaust
pipe, particularly if it's got a chrome
finish? Are there any modern day
chemicals that make it an easy job?

Gerald Andrews
Via email

DR350 - Can be
difficult to start...

Repacking your bike’s end-can is vital to
keeping it running sweet and quiet, and
is something that many riders overlook.
Once you’ve disassembled the silencer,
throw away the old packing. You'll need
to burn all of the carbon deposits off the
perforated metal core using a blow-
torch, and after leaving it to cool give

it a clean with a wire brush.

Don't use loft insulation as packing
material, get down your local dealer and
buy the proper stuff - it’s pretty cheap.
Wrap the material firmly around the
core, but not TOO tightly. Then rebuild.

When it comes to cleaning, you
don’t want to use anything too abrasive
or caustic on a chrome finish, and what-
ever you use should be cleaned off
before it dries. Try a degreaser such as
Gunk (the stuff in the orange packag-
ing), paraffin, or perhaps carb cleaner
and test it out on a small section before
splashing it all over the pipe.

As this month’s winner, Gerald, once
you've sorted your exhaust you'll have
to fit your new Michelin AC10 tyres.

Put the Mochas On It
Dear Steve

I'm in desperate need of help. I have a
2003 YZ450F which I've put a lighting kit
on to make it road legal. I've been using
it as a winter hack to get to work, which
proved great fun until the bloody thing

became a pain to start and had signs of ‘white stuff’
around the coil and stator.

Anyway, I took the engine out and gave it to a
specialist to look at. He found nothing too major, a
loose head bolt, a couple of valves in need of shims
and a rusty water-pump shaft. So, with it all tested,
I put the engine back in the bike and had about 30
fun-filled miles until it left me high and dry again.

The cause appears to be the white ‘cappuccino’
residue around the ignition coil. Now once again
there is no sign of cross-contamination in either the
water or the oil, and there was absolutely no spark
at all until I pulled the stator off and drenched the
coil in WD40.

I've had the engine re-checked and even pressure
tested the cooling system so we know there's no
water leak. It's only the magnesium case that gets
the froth, the block side is clean. What we currently
think is that either the oil is emulsifying and shorting
the coil, or the air around the crank is condensing.
Have you got any ideas?

Piers
Via email

The first thing I'd try, Piers, is change the brand
of oil you're using. It needs to be 10W-40 and

I would use semi-synthetic. This may just make
the difference...

Diesel Donk
Dear Steve

I hope you can shed some light on the problem I'm
having with my 2002 Honda CRF450R. I initially
borrowed the bike to ride the 2004 Weston Beach
Race and it finished the race okay. But when I got
the bike home to clean and prep it for its return to a

friend’s shop it sounded like a Fordson Major tractor.

So my mechanic friend and I removed various parts
to find that there was no coolant and the balance
shaft bearings (and housing) were shot.

I took the cases apart and a visit to my local
engineers fixed the bearing housing. We put the
engine back together with a new balance shaft
and bearings, waterpump bearings and seals,
main bearings, con rod, piston, rings, clutch

and clutch basket.  NENEREROMIS
Job done... or so chugga... Your CRF
we th()ugl‘lt. shouldn’t sound %'

With the engine  JITGERETTI
back in the frame
we fired it up and
it still sounded
like a tractor.

So out it came
again! This time
it received new
gearbox bearings
and we checked
all of the toler-
ances from the
manual. The motor was then given to a specialist
engine builder to put back together, so that he could
check every moving part.

When I received the engine back this time (along
with a bill for £230), I thought it must be fixed but it
still sounds as rough as ever. In the end I had to buy
the bike from my friend and so far I've spent over
£1000 on the motor alone. Please help, as I want to
sell the bike and am wondering if I'm going to have
to resort to breaking it for spares.

Billy Woods
Via email

This is a tricky one, Billy, as it’s particularly hard
to diagnose a problem without actually hearing
the noise. You've obviously been through most

of the options, however, I do have a couple of
suggestions. First off, have you replaced the cam-
chain tensioner? If not, this could be failing under
load. Alternatively, it could be that the primary
drive gears have been damaged. Either way, it

just goes to reinforce Weston’s reputation as a

bit of a wrecker. Good luck...

TBM reserve the right to edit any technical query

ted to the ine of a query
will not guarantee inclusion within the magazine
or a response. TBM do not take any responsibility
for [and will NOT be held liable for) the accuracy of
technical advice provided, nor will we be held liable
for any « e or arising from
following such advice. All technical advice is acted
upon at the sole risk of the person(s) carrying out
such advice. Don’t say we didn't warn you..!
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TALKING

t was another one of those Editor /
Contributor discussions that His
Melbership and I love to indulge in.
And he always wins.

Melber: ‘Where’s your column
Evans, you miserable worm?’

Me: “Err well, it's coming - there’s
just one problem - I haven't got
anything to write about.’

Melber: ‘What d’you mean, nothing

THE MIND IS WILLING BUT
THE BODY IS WERK, SAYS
CHRIS EVANS..
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to write about - there must be something -
what have you been doing since you got
back from the Dak?’

Me: ‘Recovering.’

Melber: ‘Well that’s going to make
for interesting reading isn’t it!’

Me: ‘Ive got plenty more Dakar
stories..."

Melber: ‘Very topical - you know when
the next issue comes out don’t you?’

Me: ‘Well yeah, I know - Perhaps
I could do some Dakar related stuff
(hopeful tone of voice)?’

Melber: ‘Harrumph.” Brrrr
(unhelpful tone of hung up telephone).

Me: (Speaking to hung up telephone)
‘T'll take that as a ‘maybe’ then shall 1?

You see the problem with the Dakar,
apart from the amount of time it takes for
me to get over it, is that a lot of associated
stuff happens after it. There’s the official
book to translate, a round of interviews
to be arranged for the riders that I do the
press for, lots of e-mails from potential
entrants. And that’s not to mention all the
usual office bull that had built up while
I was away. And added to that, this year,

DIRTY

I met a geezer on the rallye who has,
without knowing it, had a considerable
impact on my post-Dakar existence.

Now don’t worry, I'm not about to
‘come out’ (though the way things are
going at the moment in that department,
it is an option I might have to start
seriously considering). No the geezer in
question had an impact because he was a
doctor on the rallye who was taking care
of the Red Bull KTM USA team. And one
day as we were waiting for the riders to
come in we got round to talking about a
subject dear to my heart - me - and more
specifically me and my body.

It turns out that this bloke, Jonathan
I think his name was, had written a series
of articles for an American magazine.
These articles were entitled “Moto-X for
the over 30s’. On hearing this I had to
ask him, ‘and when are you going to
do, Enduro for the over 40s?’

‘Good idea,” he said, ‘what in particular
do you think I should cover?”

Well you can imagine - T was off. My
list of bike-related ailments is a long and
(for me) very fascinating one, and frankly
I hardly knew where to begin - or end.
Fallen arches from continuously standing
up on the bike, dodgy left foot from
a long ago broken bone, dicky ankle
from years of kick starting XT500s, iffy
wrists from years of WP front forks (only
joking Mr KTM), tennis elbow, stiff right
shoulder, bow-legs, sore back, stiff neck
(too much viagra taken in a reclining
position, perhaps? - Ed)... By the time
I had finished I could tell that Dr
Jonathan was impressed by my degree
of decrepitude. So impressed in fact
that he had drifted into deep thought
and his eyes had begun to glaze over.

Barely pausing for breath, I then started
to badger him for solutions. A bit more

cycling maybe, regular gym visits perhaps? I was
thinking cardio vascular and the other thing whose
name I can’t remember, but has to do with building
up muscle. He, it turns out, was thinking about
something a little less heroic. Physiotherapy.

‘What!" 1 cried, ‘but that’s for girls, not ruffty
tuffty off-roaders.’

‘Well no actually Chris (don’t you just hate it the
way Americans put your name in every sentence),

I think a good physio could help with a lot of your
current problems and prevent future ones occurring.’
Which was how two weeks later I found myself
dressed in just a pair of 1970s running-shorts being
closely scrutinised by a somewhat humourless
woman of antipodean origins. And apparently

there’s quite a lot to do.

For the first one-hour appointment we just
concentrated on the lower half of my finely honed
physique and I walked away with a thick file of
stick-man diagrams of exercises that in total take
me an hour a day. The second session focused on
the rest of me and resulted in two files and another
hour of Houdini-type contortions. The weirdest
thing is that none of these exercises have anything to
do with building up muscle - well not muscle in the
sense of bulging biceps anyway - but with stretching.
You see it turns out - and this might come as a
complete surprise to you - that I'm very “tight’.

More surprising still, just two weeks later, and
despite me not always sticking to Miss Smiley’s
draconian stretching regime, I can actually feel a
considerable difference. I have no idea why attaching
my ankle to a flimsy bit of elastic should make any
difference whatsoever but it has and frankly I'm
very, very happy about it. My life-long ambition
of being able to do the ‘Viennese Oyster’ can now
only be a few months away. More importantly still,
my bike riding life expectancy is now stretching
(geddit?) far off over the horizon.

So to all you stiff over-40s out there, and to
any slightly-rigid just-under-40yr-old motorcycle
magazine editors who may be reading this, I
say this - give it a try - you might be pleasantly
surprised by the results...

Soveritor e
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MARK WILLIAMS

loughing through DEFRA'’s response
document (see Writes of Way this
issue) on a 13 hour flight back from
Malaysia a couple of weeks ago -

hey, I know how to have fun - I

was pleasantly surprised to note a
recognition by DEFRA that not only
do motorcycles represent a relatively
small percentage of MPV usage of UK
RoW, but they also do far less damage
than other vehicles.

FOUR WHEELS BRD,
TWO WHEELS GOOD

RECKONS MARIK WILLIAMS...

Well okay, it's a commonsense
conclusion, but it was nice to see
the government admitting as such.

And this same report also noted
what many of us take for granted,
namely that some MPV user groups
deliberately seek out terrain which
presents a challenge for them, all
the better to overcome.

And of course overcoming it is
where we sometimes start getting
into trouble. Alun Michael in his for-
ward to the DEFRA paper specifically
refers to recreational MPV owners
who abuse existing RoW in this way,
and perhaps in some cases he’s right.
At least he’s right if he means some
of the less responsible 4x4 boys,
because of course us lot consider
ourselves far less irresponsible in
such matters. (Or are we just kidding
ourselves)?

But sidestepping such hypocrisy
for a moment, I do think it's about
time we recognised and loudly

complained about the tendency to
lump all recreational off-road MPV
users together and even, as has been
the case in the recent past, to ally
ourselves with them in opposing the
DEFRA proposals. The widely held
beliefs that there’s strength in
numbers, and that we're better off
united in a common front against
the government are in my opinion,
quite frankly, naive.

Why? Because at the end of the day
I believe that many of these guys are
not particularly interested in exercise,
fresh air, enjoying the more remote
rural vistas that ancient RoW
facilitate, the physical and mental
skills involved in negotiating tough
terrain or even - as at least some of
us still are - the cultural roots of the
historic roads we ride. No, cooped up
in their Land-Rovers and Fourtraks,
they are mainly interested in plough-
ing through the deepest possible
bogs and ascending the steepest
rock inclines.

The only time they really get out
and experience the great outdoors is
when they become completely stuck
and have to hitch their winches to a
convenient tree, or another Landie.
Such incidents are the acme of
machismo, apparently.

I know this not only because I
occasionally read the various mags
that cater to them - purely in the
interests of research, you understand
- but because their behaviour is
routinely observable when I'm out
riding. Back in mid-January three of
us were investigating some trails

BUT WHEN THE 4WD BOYS CRAN CRUSE PROPORTIONALLY
SO MUCH MORE DAMAGE THAN US LOT, AND CONTRIBUTE

PROPORTIONALLY LESS TO

E EFFORTS BEING MRDE

TO PROMOTE THE RESPONSIBLE USE OF OUR REMRAINING
TRRAILS, THEN | MAKE NO RAPOLOGIES FOR MY VIEWS..

recently researched as being legal for MPVs
when we found ourselves stuck behind several
4x4s at the start of a lane muttering into walkie-
talkies, smoking snouts and looking important.
As we - just - managed to squeeze past them
(which is another thing I hate about 4x4 drivers,
they’re BOAT-hogs) one of them warned us that
we’d probably never make it through the grim
conditions that lay ahead. ‘One of our lads just
about got through,” he explained, ‘but he was
on Grizzlies’ (a type of tyre, I assume).

Having recently traversed a track that
involved a great deal of sweat, cursing and
manhandling, this didn’t bode well, but in fact
we made a gentle descent - with barely any
footwork - along what was only an averagely
muddy Welsh trail, only to hear Mr Grizzly at
the other end muttering into his walkie-talkie
that “They’ve got through’ as though this was
some majestic feat of human endeavour.

Call me a reactionary old snob if you
will, and you probably will, but I just don’t
understand why these people bother in the
first place. And in the second place if they
didn’t bother, then the rest of us off-road users
might have an easier life. Yet another local
well regarded BOAT, known as Water Break
It's Neck, has recently had a TRO slapped on
it because it has become seriously eroded in
parts, which the Council’s highways officer
specifically blamed on 4x4s, adding that most
of them came from way outside the area.

One local councillor actually went as far as
to suggest that these urban weekend warriors
should pay a toll which could be used to
finance the necessary repairs, an admittedly
daft idea but one which nevertheless betrayed
an underlying irritation which I share.

Yes, there are also plenty of trailriders who
pitch up in Mid-Wales every weekend from
over the hills and a long way off, and some of

them are commercially chaperoned in bloody
great groups which do our public image, and
the local terrain, no good whatsoever. But
apart from a motorway system that renders
almost any part of the country accessible to
any other part of the country in a few hours,
the increasing concentration of MPV use on
relatively isolated Welsh trails is the inevitable
consequence of diminishing access to RoW in
less rural parts of Britain.

And the more of them that are riding around
on four wheels as opposed to two, the more
Water Break Its Necks there are likely to be.
Yes, I realise that such partisanship borders on
bigotry, and I accept that Rights of Way should
by definition be applicable to all and sundry.
But when the 4WD boys cause proportionally
so much more damage than us lot, and
contribute proportionally less to the efforts
being made to promote the responsible use of
our remaining trails, then I make no apologies
for my views.

If the 4x4 umbrella organisations were
spending the tens of thousands of pounds the
TRF have committed themselves to in order
to determine the legal status of UCRs, seek
judicial reviews of contentious DMMO down-
grades or provide legal support for local groups
fighting our corner at public enquiries, then 1
might not be so dismissive. But they certainly
don’t appear to be. They are, however, happy
to benefit from the RoW victories, great or
small, that we as TRF members have financed
with our membership fees and fighting fund
donations. And without so much as a nod of
recognition, let alone gratitude. And in the
current political climate, frankly that's just
not good enough...

All views expressed in this column are Mark

Williams’ own, and not necessarily held by
other editorial staff at TBM!

™M 27



KTM Beta!
Dear TBM

[ am writing in response

to the recent 450 test you
published in the Jan ‘05 issue.
Having owned and ridden
both an ‘03 and ‘04 KTM

450 for the last two years, I
disagree with your conclusion
between the KTM and the
Beta. I had the pleasure to
ride the two bikes back to
back recently and the front
end on my KTM is not as
positive or as planted as

the Beta. I feel the Beta

is a far easier and more
confidence-inspiring bike
than the KTM, to the extent
that I am not purchasing

a KTM for the ‘05 season.

Andrew Collins
Via email

But are you going to buy

a Beta, Andrew? For more

opinions on this subject, check
28 TBM

Go on, Insult me!
Dear TBM

['m amazed you printed

my letter in TBM113 because
it was a bit of a whinge

at numpties and officious
council twits. But wait! what's
this? No snappy sarcastic
response? I always thought
the purpose of writing in to
the mag was to allow yourself
to be belittled and made to
look like a berk. The content
is surely secondary to this!
Where’s my insult? By letting
me off scott-free you've
cheated me out of even more
ridicule from my mates.

Got something to say?
Then e-mail us on:
letters@trailbikemag.com
or write to us at:
TBM, PO Box 9845
London W13 WP

il

out our five-way 250 four-
stroke shootout in this issue
which featured the smaller
capacity versions ridden

by five different riders...

Geraint Rogers
Via email

Moron!

Life-Changing
Dear TBM

First I must say that since
getting my first dirt bike last
June and finding TBM in the
papershop last August my
life has changed. The wife
wonders why I come home
after a ride out with the
biggest grin on my face since
finding the PIN number to
the joint account.

I'm fortunate to live a few
miles from Scott Trial country
so the tracks and lanes are
great to learn on with plenty
of choice, which brings me
to my question. I've got a
Beta Alp 200 which is a great
starter bike but I'm thinking
of changing to a more modern
250 four-stroke, but choice
does seem very limited. The
Honda XR and Yamaha TT-R
are both based on old engines,
and the Honda CRF and
Yamaha WR-F are race
machines possibly not
suited to a bimble.

Suzuki DR-Z400s are much
too heavy and again pretty
old tech. So, possibly a KTM
250 but maybe it’s a bit of a
handful? Perhaps you could
ask Beta if they can run a few
KTM 250 engines down their
Alp production line, instead
of the old 200/350 Suzi’s...
then they might be on to a
winner?

Michael Chandler
Richmond, North Yorks

PS: Any chance of an article
on road legal trail tyres?

Nice idea about the modern

engined Beta Michael,
however, take a look at our
five-way 250 shootout this
month - you might find
something there that'll suit
you. An article on road-legal
trail tyres? Er... that story’s
been ten years in the making,
and still counting mate!

DEFRA Ears
Dear TBM

I have just read and re-read
Brian Thompson’s excellent
letter in the December issue
of Trail (the TRF’s monthly
bulletin) and I am incensed.

Firstly, we have one year
in which to lodge byway
claims. That year is almost
up. Every-one else has 24
years. Why hasn’t someone
served a writ on Adolf
Michael and DEFRA and
taken it all the way to the
European Court of Human
Rights?

Secondly, just what have
the various Rights of Way

&% Would the little Beta Alp 200
benefit from a modern motor?

Michael Chandler thinks so...

officers been doing for the
last 55 years? Brian says:
‘most county councils chose
to ignore their Section 53 HA
80 duty to make byways...
they opted for an easier

life making footpaths and
bridleways..."

These lentil-eating,
whining, hard-done-by,
lard-arsed civil servants are
guilty of dereliction of duty.
If they were in the armed
forces they would be court-
martialled and hopefully shot!

All the evidence that we are
supposed to collate in order
to claim a byway is out there
in the public domain for
anyone to use. Perhaps
I could let them off the
collection of user evidence,
but Tythe maps, Enclosure
awards, Finance Act details
etc could just as easily have
been referred to by these
scrounging imbeciles.

If they had done their
respective jobs correctly
we wouldn’t be in this mess.
Fifty-five years of 37-hour
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weeks and the ‘professionals’
can’t get it right. What chance
have us amateurs got (in our
spare time) of claiming
anything significant in the
remaining time available?
We should have every
Right of Way re-entered
on the Definitive Map as
a BOAT. If the red-socked,
bobble-hatted bunch don’t
like it, let them prove it to the
contrary - in only one year!
Handguns... hunting...
smoking... green lanes...
angling? Rant over.

Brian Turner
Powys, Wales

Unhappy Honda
Dear TBM

[ am writing to you to let you
know that I'm amazed at the
lack of response Honda has
been giving to dealers about
a widely experienced and
potentially fatal problem.
In my case I purchased my
CRF250X in Sept ‘04 and have
only used it for trail riding.
After the first couple of hours
I noticed about three loose
spokes and duly retightened
them. On subsequent rides
this re-occurred and 1
reported it to the dealer who
acknowledged other cases
but remarked that he had
contacted Honda but without
positive acknowledgement.
The dealer had rebuilt some
wheels at their own expense
but were now unable to offer
this to me as the problem was
30 TBM

escalating. Over Christmas

I went out trail riding for the
day and after approximately
four hours experienced a very
unstable ‘rear end” which
initially felt like bad wheel
bearing failure. On closer
inspection there was no
movement at the hub, but
the wheel could be moved
(by gripping the tyre at

the 3 o’clock and 9 o’clock
positions) some 2-3in side to
side. Every spoke on the disc
side of the wheel had come
loose. Had this happened on
the road it could potentially
have been very nasty!

If you own a2004 Honda CRF250X.
be sure to check the spoke e
tightness regularly... e

its

I subsequently took the
wheel to a well known and
experienced wheel builder
and he immediately recog-
nised it as a CRF-X one - as
he has rebuilt quite a few so
far! In his opinion the threads
on the spokes are of an
unusually fine pitch which he
considered to be able to undo
themselves much easier than
a normal coarser thread. He
also considered 32-spokes to
be a lot less desirable than
the usual 36-spoke items
on a bike of this type.

I hope this may be of use
to your readers, and may hel,

to get a response and positive reply and
solution from Honda. At this time I am still
awaiting a reply from Honda after I have
made several calls to them and they have
said they will call back. I have a £4500 bike
[ am unable to use and no response from

a normally reputable major manufacturer.

Kevan (full name and address supplied)

Kevan, as you know we contacted Honda on
your behalf because the same thing happened
on our CRF-X test bike. They gave the follow-
ing response: ‘If you have what you suspect
to be a problem with the rear wheel of your
CRF250X, please ensure that you follow the
guidelines in the owner's manual, which out-
line the pre-ride inspection check list, includ-
ing inspecting and tightening of the spokes.
If the inspection is carried out and you are
still experiencing difficulties with the rear
wheel may we suggest that you discuss this
matter with your nearest authorised off-road
Honda dealer.

Honda UK is always prepared to consider
claims if ever there is a suggestion of a manu-
facturing or material defect. Please give your
dealer all the relevant details that would
enable them to submit a report on your behalf,
should they consider this action justified.’

Cry Freedom
Dear TBM

Having read the letters page of the January
issue and the problems a friend of Geraint
Rogers was having finding information about
rights of way from a local authority, some
good news: As from 1 January 2005 with the
advent of the Freedom of Information Act
everybody has a big stick with which to beat
local councils etc, who are reluctant to release
such information. Now, local authorities have
to provide requested information - or, within a
set period of time, give reasons as to why they
are not going to release the information. More
information on how to use the act is available
on the Department for Constitutional Affairs
website, dca.gov.uk/foi/ index.htm. I think

(4
Vi

ZaOIA R
SEVID AUTE GUUTER

Fitments for:

GRS GRS , HONDA,
HUSABERSG, HUSQVARNA,
KTM, KAWASAKI,
POLARIS, SUZUKI AND YAMAHA
ENDURD / SUPERMOTO / QUADS

23895

LC4 FITMENT
ORDERS BEING TAKEN

UK IMPORTERS
07979 360 955

or
0781 868 3434

Dealers & Installers:

Dave Clarke Racing , KAIS,
MTR Motocross, SuperbMotard,
Sandifords, RPM Motorcycles,
Letts ATV and many more!



E=T B R

our local highway authorities
may be facing a busy period!

John Wright
Humberside

Gum-Digger
Dear TBM

Last time I wrote to you,

[ was still collecting parts

for my latest creation, the
Gummaberg 125 ‘04. Now it’s
ready and I'm proud to say
that it turned out to be exactly
what I was planning: a light,
slim, well suspended enduro-
crosser, with trailbike-power.
It’s basically a 1980 YZ, with
modern Honda fenders. The
motor is a Suzuki TS125, air-
cooled lump, that was rebuilt
from top to bottom and the
exhaust goes through a
KDX220 pipe and silencer.

I used the auto-lube, and
fitted a small tank inside the
frame, next to the home-made
airbox. When I was working

The Gummaberg 125 in all its glory...
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on the frame, I moved the
pegs further back, for better
relationship between pegs
and steering, and better room
for taller riders, because it felt
small.

How is it to ride? It's “great
fun’, with a nice six-speed
gearbox, old-tech motocross
suspension and a motor that
has found new life, with
modern pipe and silencer, but
I mostly like how light it is,
after two years on DR-Z400.

You mention in the Maico
test, if there is a market for
simple inexpensive dirtbikes?
I would say, yes, and I would
add ‘reliability’. Today’s dirt-
bikes are too complex and too
expensive to fix. The question
is, is it possible to build a
bike with most of the good
parts, without it being too
expensive? Yes, I can do it,
or any garage bike-builder
like me, but the big players
will never do it, while their
bikes sell as good as they do.

Gummi Baldurson,
Iceland, via email

Which CRM?
Dear TBM

I am a relative newcomer to
trailbiking and your excellent
magazine. After a lot of
thought I have decided to
buy a bike. I read with great
interest Vince Proto’s letter
last month on the subject of
Honda CRM250s. With the
comments from yourselves

I think this would be a good
choice of machine. I live in
Scotland (Fife) and after
searching locally - have
drawn a blank. It is obvious
I will have to travel some
distance to find the right bike
My main concern is buying
something that is sound that
isn’t stolen or written off.
Apart from an HPI check

is there anything else you
would recommend? My
budget will be around
£1500-2000.

Ally Robertson
Via email

Just be picky Ally. There’s
plenty to choose from, so
make sure you buy one that’s
been well looked after. At that
price you could always buy
from a dealer which will give
you additional peace of mind.

Going Dutch

Hi TBM

I have been reading your mag
since 2001, so it's time for a
little review... Your magazine
is the best by far, excellent
articles written to entertain
without losing the informa-

There are plenty of good
secondhand CRMs out
there. Just buy carefully...

tive part, great pics. You
could have been Dutch!

Take good care of the trails
and tracks you have, or you
will end up in a situation like
we have here in Holland or
even worse, like they do in
Belgium. The best part of the
Ardennes (in the eastern part
of Belgium) riders have been
arrested and bikes confiscated
at a petrol station, getting
them back took six months
and a 3000 euro fine, because
of riding illegally in the
forest. The riders claimed
they did not know, but that
was no excuse! Organised
events (with permission) are
the only way to ride there,
because in the weekends
these parts were invaded by
all kinds of off-road vehicle
(mountainbikes, 4x4s, quads,
dirtbikes).

Being responsible now will
keep your trails open for the
next 50 years (after that we
will have run out of fuel,
so I’ve heard). Take care!

Steve,
Holland, via email

The Low Down
Hi TBM

Great magazine.
The right mix for
me. | have been
riding on the road
for 30 years but it
is only for the last
couple of years that
I have ventured
down the trail. I
really enjoy myself
on a 1995 XR250R.
Being a novice I
have fallen off a
few times but am getting the
hang of it and it's so much
fun. [ am standing on the
pegs and getting my weight
forward and I am blatting
along deluding myself that

[ am a rally raider - at least
until I get to a really deeply
rutted muddy section.

After having the front
wash out on me and doing
the splits a couple of times,

[ do it trials-style. Slow,
concentrating, technical but

I still dab and then end up
paddling and straining the
body/leg interface depart-
ment. [ am 5ft 10in tall
with the average sized
inside leg. I fear I will
father no more children
(chance would be fine
thing), the seat height
of the XR is so damned,
painfully high. I like
everything about the
XR except the seat
height. The new Beta
Alps look perfect for
me, but a lack of funds
and the fact that I don’t
mind getting the old
XR dirty or bent lead

me to want to keep the XR.

Now the question. Can I
lower the XR? Not just modi-
fy the seat but can I drop the
yokes on the forks and fit a
shorter shock on the back or
what do you suggest?

Second question. I ride in
my road helmet and even in
winter I get a right old sweat
on. Is the off-road helmet and
goggles combo the way to go?
Are they really a lot better?
What do you think of wearing
an open-face helmet and gog-
gles or sun/safety glasses?

Paul de Grenville-Robinson
Immingham, Lincs

Paul there are plenty of
lowering links available for
the XR250. These replace the
standard ‘dog-bone’ part of
the suspension linkage and
reduce the XR’s seat height
by about 1.5in. Then it’s just
a matter of dropping the forks
in the yokes a corresponding
amount (or at least as far as
the bars will let you). This

is by far the cheapest and
easiest way of lowering your
bike. Check out the advertis-
ers in the back of TBM for

_ Alowering link yesterday...
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stockists. Alternatively, if
you’ve got access to the web
try koubalink.com or per-
formance-design.net (a link
with built-in grease nipples).
One thing though: make sure
you specify that your bike is
pre-96 as the XR changed in
‘96 to a more modern design.
Secondly - junk the road lid
when riding on the dirt. It's
too heavy, too bulky and will
steam up too qulgklv (at this
time of year) which means
you'll have to lift the visor
giving you no eye protection.
Buy yourself an off-road lid
which will be lighter, better
vented and with goggles or
safety glasses will do the
job perfectly. Good luck...

Futurama!
Dear TBM

I'm just writing to ask, do
you know something we
don’t? ie both times when
you have done a news bit
on the Kawasaki four-stroke
MXers you state ‘expect an
electric start enduro version
later this year’

This was written way back
when you did the KX250F
and also not so long back
in TBM 105 about the 450.

I was very excited about the
prospect of a competition
four-stroke Kwaka enduro
bike but was left disappointed
when I spoke to my dealer
and he told me that they
don’t expect the 250 until

‘06 and the 450 even later.

Do you know of any plans to
34 TEM

How long before we see enduro
versions of Kawasaki’s MX thumpers..?

produce the bikes in the near
future? Until the 450 turns up
though I am more than happy
with my CRF250X which was
purchased after reading the
reviews you wrote, which
may I add were very accurate
having now owned one
myself. Other than unduly
getting my hopes up you
write a great mag! Keep

up the good work.

Oh, and the new logo is
very swish, any chance of
some new style stickers for
all us readers in a future
issue. Thanks.

Andrew Stott
Via email

Andrew, a couple of years
back we spoke to a Kawasaki
employee (based in the UK),
who told us that he’d been on
a factory visit and had seen
the 250 enduro version for
himself. Our predictions were
based on what he told us and
what he was forecasting for

a potential launch date. Sadly
Kawasaki have, for whatever
reason, chosen not to launch
(or just haven’t finished

developing) that bike.
New stickers on the way...

Blood ‘N’ Blisters

I have just completed the True
Grit Enduro, and apart from
the usual aches and pains,

my hands are a blistered
mess. This despite plenty of
time trail riding on the bike
beforehand. Watching the
WEC DVD from Duke I note
that some of the competitors
tape their hands. The question
is, what is the technique and
what do they use as tape?

[ have tried taping in the past
but always seem to end up
with sticky rolled up lumps in
my palms (takes me back to
my school days!). How about
an article or a bit of guidance?

Phil C
Horwhich, via email

Phil, I always tape up my
hands with regular gaffa-tape
before an event. I usually tape
right around both thumbs and
occasionally run a strip of
tape over the callusses on the
palm of my hands. The palm
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tape doesn’t last long, but the
thumb tape’s always there till
the end. Other people swear
by anti-blister (kevlar) gloves
made by PC Racing (you can
get these from Bert Harkins
Racing among others) - but
personally I find wearing
two pairs of gloves just a

bit bulky. Alternatively you
could always try carrying

a few house-bricks around
with your bare hands for a
couple of weeks - that should
toughen them up...

Warning Shot
Dear TBM

As I have my new Gas Gas
coming in a week’s time

[ would like to make my
garage more secure. [ can
remember in an old issue of
TBM a device which consists
of a blank shotgun cartridge
and a trip wire. I seem to
have lost that issue - could
you tell me where to buy
this device. Many thanks.

Andy Stagg
Via email

Andy, the 12-Bore Alarm

36 TEBM

Mine is marketed

by Peak Motorcycle
Security. It costs £24.95
and you can call them
on 0116 271 8384 or try
logging onto bikese-
cure.co.uk. But don’t,
whatever you do,
forget that you've
fitted the device and
go wandering into

the garage...

1 Like Chinese...
Dear anyone

This isn’t a techie question,
but I thought the ‘fablous’
lads at TBM (grovel grovel)
seemed the best and only
people to ask.

I have just seen a dirt bike
for sale brand new for a very
reasonable sum. However
I have never heard of the
make, and I can’t find any
reviews on it either.

It is a Bashan BS200GY.

It has a front disc, rear drum,
is road legal, and shiny new
for £1300 all in. Sounds great,
even comes in a nice colour,
but is it any good? I don’t
want to blow £1300 on a dirt
bike and find it’s no good on
the dirt.

This would be my first off-
road bike, as I have stopped
road riding for a while and
I can’t stay off a bike, I have
been on an off-road day with
Honda, I twisted my ankle,
tore a ligament, ripped the
cartlidge in my knee, and
got run over by another rider.
But I loved it anyway, and
oow I need a bike of my
own. But I don’t really want
to spend more than a grand

as whatever | get will spend
a lot of time on its side!

So can you help? Is this
bike good, and if not what
would be the best option
for a cheap dirt bike?

Nathan Kedwards
Via email

Nathan, I don’t s’pose you
happen to own a barge-
pole, but even if you did

we wouldn’t recommend
you touched the Bashan with
it. Low-spec, old-technology
Chinese bikes are, on the
whole, a depreciation disaster
in the UK. We weren’t aware
of this make of bike either,
but having checked out

the website of Chongging
Astronautic Bashan
Motorcycle Manufacturing
Co Ltd (to give them their
full title) we haven’t changed
our minds one little bit.

Your money would be far
better spent on something
like a secondhand Honda
CRM250R. £1500 will get
you a usable example which
will still be worth £1300

in a year or two’s time...
Alternatively if you really
liked the look of the Bashan...
Buy it and let us know how
you get on!

A BRAND NEW, HIGH
HUALITY, INDEPENDENT
TRIALS PUBLICATION:

BIKE TESTS/KIT REVIEWS
NEWS/COLUMNS/SPORT
CLUB INFORMATION
TECH/BUYING GUIDES
MAINTENANCENVENUES
TECHNIQUE/CLASSIFIEDS
ONLY £2.95!
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Itin 50 Thumper

... TBM got together
, five 250 four-strokes
for the conclusive head-to- '
head comparison on track, =
trail and dyno..® ;




ah, there’s nothing quite like a good ol’

TBM Shootout to get the adrenaline

flowing and the arguments to-ing and
fro-ing. With a number of bikes and a multitude
of riders there’s always going to be some sort of
disagreement over which bike is best, worst or

middling. We like a good head-to-head shootout.

Of course, we think that you like them too.
Is there a better way to find a ‘best in class’ than
pitting each of the bikes against one another?
If there is, we can’t think of it. Sadly, there’s
generally only one manufacturer who likes the
‘shootout” and that’s the guy whose bike does
the winning. But then if you believe in your
product why wouldn’t you want to see it up
against the competition..?

So for the latest in the long and illustrious line
of TBM Shootouts we thought it was about time
40 TBM

On the slippery corners theﬁmda CRF250X was the hook-up king...

that we collected together the
2005 250 thumpers, the ‘lite’
bikes of the enduro world.

Just like lite beers, they may
be perceived as less potent
than the full-strength versions
(450s), but you can still get
your kicks without having
to deal with the 'full-fat’
alternative. More and more
riders are coming round to
the idea that to make swift
progress around an enduro
course a 250 four-stroke is often
more than enough. Whilst the
capacity isn’t ideal for trail
riding, they do make passable
green lane machines, and
what’s more, they’re pretty
much ideal for those new to
dirtbiking who want something
that they’re not going to grow
out of, unlike one of the older
generation 250 thumpers.

Like low-calorie lagers (and
the Ed’s waistline), the choice
is ever-expanding. The last time
we conducted a mini-thumper
shootout, back in issue 91, there
were four bikes to choose from
- Yamaha WR, Husky TE, KTM
EXC and TM. Now there are
six. Swelling the ranks of 250
four-strokes are the Honda
CRF-X and Beta’s new KTM-
powered RR. And it really
can't be much longer before
Kawasaki and Suzuki decide
to join the party. Sadly, at the
time of testing there weren’t
any 2005 TM 250s in the country, so we had to
go without the elusive Pesaro-built machine.

Yamaha WR250F

The Yamaha was the first of the new generation
of "high-performance’ two-fifty thumpers and
has undergone steady refinement ever since.
The twin cam motor was best known for its
blistering top-end surge, while a stable chassis
and plush suspension made the whole package
hugely easy to ride - the epitome of what a 250
thumper should be like.

For 2003 the WR-F took one step forward...
and one step back. The engine gained that all-
important electric start, though sadly that was
joined by a big ‘n” bulky fuel tank. Nonetheless,
it still managed to come out of our 2003 shootout
as the winner. But the Husky ran it pretty close...

Clockwise from top left: The Unicam Honda engine is the most compact
and blessed with a good dollop of torque, but produces the least overall
power. Likewise, the SOHC KTM (and Beta) lumps are well down on power
compared with the revvier DOHC offerings from Husky and Yamaha. But
compare the size of the diminutive Husky engine with the older Yamaha
donk. Somehow Husky have ged to out-miniaturise the Jap

Now in 2005, the 250F has reverted back to its
slimline roots thanks to the fitment of an 8L tank
with matching YZ radiators. And looks all the
better for it. The forks are now 48mm units, up
from the old 46mm items, and the bike is a
claimed 20mm lower. But is it still top dog..?

Husgvarna TE250

Husky’s new twin-cam motor arrived on the
scene for the 2003 model year, and immediately
impressed. The company’s first DOHC motors
loved to rev, and whilst it didn’t feel quite as



strong as the Yam in the mid-range it certainly
ran it close at the top-end. With the engine
stuffed into a well-suspended, ultra-lightweight
and sharp-turning chassis, the TE gave a hugely
involving ride. Sadly, the power delivery was
somewhat spoilt back then by a hiccupy Mikuni
carb, though as part of the bike’s steady develop-
ment the 2005 motor’s now fed by a flat-slide
Keihin. Further changes for this year include
stunning new bodywork, a bigger fuel tank, and
the addition of a kick-start to act as fail-safe for
the electric boot. But have Husqvarna stretched
themselves enough to dethrone the Yam?

Honda CRF250X

The diminutive Honda was undoubtedly the
most eagerly awaited enduro bike since Yamaha's
original WR400F. Finally launched last April, the
a2 TBM

SOHC 250X has proved a huge
sales success in the UK over
the past year, becoming the
biggest selling enduro bike of
2004 despite coming bereft of
any road kit.

Whilst the ‘Unicam’ motor
was never likely to match the
rival twin-cammers for top-
end power, the X’s torquey
delivery was what really
impressed, and this, combined
with the lightweight, stable
chassis (built specifically for
the tiny 250 motor) resulted
in a great little dirt bike.

Changes for 2005 extend
only as far as a lighter and a
stronger rear hub (to counter-
act some of the spoke prob-
lems of the ‘04 bikes?) and
some bold new graphics...

KTM 250EXC
Racing

The 250 Racing has always
been the black sheep of the
KTM four-stroke family. The
first bikes (2002 model year)
were described in our launch
test as ‘like a real bike, only
slower’ and although the
EXC seemed to have improved
the last time we tested it, it's
never been regarded as one
of Mattighofen’s finest. The
chassis is just as sharp as any
other KTM, and the bike is
obviously both well detailed
and well specced, but the
SOHC motor (essentially a sleeved down 525
lump) has always proved a little lacklustre.

As with most of the other bikes here (and the
rest of the orange range) the bike has received
various upgrades over the years, though these
have predominantly been to keep it in line with
the other EXC models. Which means that the ‘05
model wears the new slimline rad shrouds, oval
section frame, a funky flat headlight, small digi
speedo/computer and Excel rims.

Beta RR250

It's the first year for the Beta’s new range of
KTM-powered enduro bikes and this is the first
time we’ve ridden the 250 version. The Italian
company have equipped their chassis with some
of the finest enduro components - Marzocchi
forks, Sachs shock, Nissin brakes - and the bike

When it comes to pipes, four of the five bikes have a similar design of
end-can. The Honda however is different: its pipe is noticeably shorter
and visually less attractive. It is however, the only one which offers a
removable baffle. Interestingly - for the sake of thoroughness - we ran
the CRF-X on the dyno both with and without the baffle. And the differ-
ence amounted to less than Thp. When it comes to noise the Beta is by
far the loudest ...

is certainly well equipped. But unlike the 450 or
525cc machines, where we can see why someone
may want a grunty KTM donk in a different chas-
sis, it’s kinda’ hard to work out why someone
would want the 250 Katosh motor at all. Or is it..?

Time to Ride

‘Forward the Lite Brigade! Charge at the climbs

he said: Into the Quarry of Sand rode the... five?’
Okay, it’s not quite as evocative as a Tennyson

poem, and many of you will have baulked at the




bastardisation of the classic text. For there was
no cannon fire, and no Cossack soldiers. And we
certainly weren’t riding in the Ukraine. All that
rained down on us was, er, rain, and the roost
from the bike in front. A mix of sand quarry, open
fields and nadgery track was our battleground

Testing almost always starts as a free-for-all.
Jump aboard your chosen steed, fire off around
the loop, and only take a breather when the Ed
tries to organise some sort of cohesive attempt at
evaluation. Spoilsport. And so a short course was
set out for the 'enduro’ section of the Shootout:
loose climbs, descents, bermed turns, a couple of
aa TBM

Yamaha stormed up the dimbs...
provided you were good and .
ready for its top-end hit...

off-camber corners, a few short
straights and plenty of mud -
all crammed into just a few
small acres.

Seeing Red

First away was the Honda. The
X felt the smallest of the five,
which on its own is no bad
thing - as the lightest bike here
(115.8kg on the flash new TBM
digital scales) it seems like a
toy. However, the diminutive
stature is exaggerated by the
low bars, and despite the
bar-clamps being adjustable
I've never been able to find a
really good riding position
aboard the Honda. When
standing it was a real stretch
down to the controls, and it
would take (at the very least)
a set of risers to make me feel
at home on the CREF. In this
company it felt much like the
tiny 230F trail bike.

Hard on the gas down a
descent, hooking third just as
we reached the flat, and then
chuck the bike into a water-
filled turn. A light slip of the
clutch and the Honda hauled
itself out of the corner and up
to the next turn. In the tight
confines of our quarry the
Unicam motor worked a treat:
the bottom-end and mid-range
felt good and strong, and as it
turned out, the CRF was one
of just two bikes which would
pull really cleanly out of this
turn in third gear. Likewise, the
Honda flew up the short sharp
climbs with very little effort.

Unfortunately, the faster
sections of our lap highlighted the motor's short-
comings. The SOHC design makes for good
power low down, but there's very little in the
way of top-end oomph. Driving out of slippery
grass turns, the bottom-end helps you find
plenty of grip (much more so than on the DOHC
machines), but as soon as you reach the higher
gears you just know that one of the twin cam
bikes is going to come flying past in a wail of
revs and a shower of roost. Thati's if they haven't
nipped inside you going info one of the turns...

The Honda may be good and stable, it may
be lightweight, but in this company it isn't
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When it comes to switchgear - the CRF (top-left) and WR-F (bottom-left)
go for the minimalist look. KTM switchgear (top-right) used to be the
best, but these days both the Beta and Husky (middle-right and lower-
right respectively) come better equipped. Double thumb buttons on the
Beta operate the trip computer. TE's compact switches win the day...

particularly fast turning. It's an easy thing to
rectify, simply drop the forks through the yokes
a few mill’ and you have your solution. But left
as standard you’ll wonder why it seems to take
an age to turn a bike as small and light as the X.
And in a similar vein, the normally excellent
Showa suspension which we’ve raved about in
the past felt just a little bit ordinary. Normally
I'd rave about how positive the CRF’s suspension
felt, but just to emphasise how average it was,
looking back through my notes from the day, I
can't find anything relating to the suspension. I
guess it was simply, 'okay’. Thankfully, I can say
that the Nissin brakes were up to the usual exem-
plary standard, despite Honda’s use of a smaller
than normal 240mm front disc, and... I still love
the minimalist look of the beam-framed bike.

Average Joe

What really made the Honda come alive in my
mind was when I swapped onto the KTM - jeez
the 250EXC thumper is just how I remember it!
Orange is a vivid, vibrant colour, but the 250

NB KTM handguards are extras from the KTM HardParts catalogue...

Racing might as well wear beige plastics. It's the
Austin Montego of the 250 four-strokes and that
motor’s gotta take the blame - there’s simply no
spice to it. Nothing low down and very little up
top, Staffwriter Mel described it as being like a
male model she once knew..! What power there
is is pretty linear, but there’s just not enough of it.
And sadly where the EXC chassis would normal-
ly add at least some excitement to the package
this one felt far from perfect. Okay, so it’s still the
quickest-turning bike of the five and becomes a
little flighty when provoked, but the suspension
felt much too soft. Yep, it's not often we can say
™=M 45




that of a KTM, but the back-end certainly felt
under-damped and came close to bottorﬁing-out
more than a few times around the bumpy quarry.

Thankfully, the forks weren’t quite as bad -
nice and soft gave grip in the slippery conditions
encountered on the grassy sections of our course.
And when combined with those great KTM ergos
and the low-power motor, the 250EXC proved a
doddle to ride. But that didn’t translate to good
times on the stopwatch. For on the way into the
slick turns the squidgy Brembos gave absolutely
no feel whatsoever, and once clear of the corner
the lack of power made for a somewhat sedate
pace through the gloop. Only on the short flick-
flack through the trees did the Katosh really start
working, and even this feeling subsided when the
as TBM

Just as with the switchgear, the Japanese
offerings don't, er... offer much in the way
of comprehensive dials. By contrast the KTM,
Beta and Husky all have digital trip/speedos.
Best of the bunch is probably the KTM - just
because its compactness makes it less prone
to damage in a crash. But the Beta’s is easier
to read. Little red LED behind the Yamaha's
headlight cowl shows the engine isolator

is switched on. Both Beta and Husky have
isolator buttons located on the right-side
switchgear - but it's more prone in a tumble.
The Honda requires you to pull in the clutch
before it'll start. KTM has no isolator which is
why it started up in our van on the way home!

front-end began to flap from side to side riding
down a whooped-out part of our track.

Where the EXC does score points is in the fit
and finish, and the level of equipment. You really
can’t argue with KTM’s build quality and the
high specification. Throw in the full-road kit,
and it’s really only the basic-looking switchgear
which spoils the party. But it's scant recompense
for what is really a rather unrewarding bike.

Mind the Gap

Next up came the Yamaha, and there’s no
doubting that the new slimmer bodywork is a
huge improvement. Throw a leg over the flat
seat, and you can slide right up against the tank
without your knees splaying outwards like a

jockey on a horse. The suspension sits down in
its stroke, and you just know it’s going to be nice
and plush. And it is.

The new 48mm Kayaba forks tracked beauti-
fully across the bumps and relayed an awesome
amount of feedback on the slippery grass. The
rear-end was similarly supple, though as we
suspected, it did struggle to put down the
motor’s blistering top-end power.

Keep that twin-cam motor on the boil coming
out of a turn and it was all I could do to remain
upright, let alone pointing straight. It's so easy to
simply pirouette on the spot, showering the rider
behind in sloppy roost. I really did have to use all
of my inconsiderable skill to get the WR out of a
turn quickly because you simply couldn’t use the

Opinion

t's the Husky TE250 all the way for me.

The combination of that ballsy motor,
'tight-handling' responsive chassis, good riding
position and high level of standard equipment
mark it out as my winner of this five way test.
It's not perfect: it scoops this class by dint of
being good in every category rather than the
best at everything. Moreover, since we last
tested it back in the summer of 2004 it's put
on a little weight, the re-profiled seat - though
more comfortable - is more difficult to move
about on, and the Husky's bars are not as good
as the braceless offerings from KTM or Beta.
The gearchange was also incredibly stiff, and
of course it's the priciest here - by a good
margin in some cases.

Nevertheless, when you ride it, you're really
forced into reaching this same conclusion ‘cause
it's the only one of these five bikes which thrills
in terms of power delivery. It really rips. And
whereas with all the other 250s you can more or
less fully open the throttle once they’re upright
on the way out of a turn, the Husky has so
much midrange that (like with a bigger-bore
bike) you actually have to feather the throttle
and think about your body positioning. This
gives you a choice of ratios on climbs, and
allows you to pull taller gears in situations
where you'd end up screaming the other bikes
in first or second gear. The only situation where
the Husky can feel a bit of a handful is in slip-
pery ruts where its responsive chassis can catch
you out if you're not careful.

No such trouble for the Beta or Yamaha - both
of which feel incredibly stable, yet manage the
knack of being able to turn easily without
requiring too much input. After our last report
on the Beta (RR450 v 450EXC), where we felt a
little unsure about the front end - it felt a bit
too harsh and too remote - I'm pleased to be
able report that on this test (on the RR250) the
effect was much less pronounced. It's still there
though (that slightly remote feeling), it's just
that you get used to the front end feeling, well,
a little 'different'.

In fact the Beta turned out (surprisingly) to
be one of the quickest handling bikes on this
test - setting my second fastest special test time
behind the Husky - despite having one of the
least powerful engines. This, in my opinion,
is down to the fact that the Beta's very open
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i ! Husky was the mothership,
powering sideways out of
.:‘ all the slippery comers...

softly, softly approach. Woe betide you if you let
the motor drop into the mid-range because the
power fell into a black hole which sucked away
the bike’s momentum like its stellar equivalent'.
And even the jet thrust of the WR’s reliable top-
end couldn’t pull it free. In the lower gears you
notice this as a slight drop in power and the bike
revved through it. But changing between third
and fourth at anything less than full revs, the
power simply fell away, requiring a quick down-
change to maintain momentum. It wasn’t dissimi-
lar to the effect you get with a big turbo on a
small capacity car engine. Unless you keep the
revs up there’s very little available power. You
know the motor will eventually haul itself up to
a8 TBM

speed, but it sure takes
some time. More time than
our straight allowed!

So cornering took some
real concentration aboard
the Yam. There’s quite a
lot of engine braking too,
which made the second
lightest bike here feel slight-
ly weighty, and the stable
chassis took a bit of a shove
to tip into the tighter cor-
ners. Then you simply had
to keep the revs up, either
by maintaining speed, or
in my case by slipping the
light clutch, to get cleanly
out of the turn.

Around the quarry, the
WR didn’t feel particularly
fast, and I was surprised
to see from the dyno charts
that the WR-F has the
strongest bottom-end of
all five. It certainly didn’t
seem that way to me, but I
suspect that this simply
deceptive as the bike was
particularly easy to ride.

The riding position was
good, though not quite as
nice and ‘dominating’ as
the euro bikes’, the brakes
exemplary, and the WR had
the slickest gearbox of all.

In fact, the 2005 bike
displayed all of the traits
(mid-range malady aside)
that has kept the Yam as
the all-round number one
mini-thumper for so long.

Surprise Attack
I'm going to come straight out and say it, [ was
really surprised by the Beta. I'd been slightly
disappointed by the RR450 when we tested it in
issue 113, because on paper it looked like a KTM-
beater. As it transpired, a lack of front-end feel
cost the Italian bike the test win back then. So
with this shootout taking place in similar condi-
tions, and the bike using one of the, ahem, ‘less
desirable’ Katosh lumps, I wasn’t expecting great
things. How wrong can you be.

Despite what the spec sheet says, the seat feels
easily the lowest of the five, and the big braceless
Magura bars are set high and forward (or at least
that's where we had ‘em on the adjustable top
mounts), giving a roomy riding position. Very

. We liked the Beta’s machined top-clamp,
and its adjustable bar mounts...

g We liked the Honda’s
minimalist rear light...

We didn't like the Husky’s fake grab handles!
You can't get a gloved hand under them...

nice. The pegs feel slightly further back than on
the other bikes, though I wouldn’t necessarily
describe it as a bad thing, just a bit different.

Fire up the motor and you're greeted with a
slightly rortier exhaust note than that of the KTM,
which may go some of the way to explain why
the engine feels marginally better than it does in
the Austrian chassis. Off the bottom, the lump
feels slightly more responsive and accelerates
with a touch more urgency than the KTM’s donk.
Sadly, this doesn’t translate into an improvement
in midrange or top-end power, but the Beta RR
makes up for this in other ways.

Thanks to the excellent riding position you can
really dominate the bike. The seat is extremely

cockpit design (high bars, long and round-pro-
filed seat), let's you get right on top of the bike
in the turns and chuck it around. And although
both Beta and Yamaha offered their own dis-
tinct advantages at times, my second place
award goes to the Beta for the following rea-
sons. It's beautifully equipped as standard, it's
nice and low, it's got (for me) the very best bar
set-up out of all the bikes, as well as the best
brakes. And it makes the most of its engine -
something which our Yamaha failed to do.

A couple of other points worth mentioning.
The Beta's sensuous carbon-fibre frame- and
sump-guards have disappeared - replaced by
much less sexy, but eminently more practical
plastic items. The RR's seat profile and
mahogany hardness may make it perfect for
sliding up and down when racing, but trail rid-
ers will hate its unforgiving harshness. The sus-
pension still feels a little mismatched to me:
too hard up front and a bit too soft at the rear,
though there wasn't time to experiment with
differing settings. And finally it feels a bit too
tall geared as standard and the exhaust is fruiti-
er than all the rest. Nevertheless I urge anyone
interested in a 250 four-stroke to take a look at
the RR to discover its unique advantages.

If you're sceptical about buying European
(and perhaps only interested in racing) then opt
for the Yamaha WR-E. It could so easily have
won this test. It makes the most power overall,
its chassis, though not the quickest turning, is
arguably the most predictable of all the bikes
on test - and works really well in a range of
conditions. Moreover the Yamaha is a well-
proven product which thanks to some sensible
changes for 2005 (slimmer tank and seat), just
continues to get better every year. In fact it's
hard not to like the Yam: it has no real vices
and it's just so easy to ride - and ride hard. And
despite a very basic standard spec, you know
that the core product is built good and tough.
Moreover Yamaha will sell you a kit to make it
road legal and there's always strong demand for
secondhand WR-Fs in the classifieds.

In fact were it not for the big hole in this
bike's midrange (which in the test conditions
had a severe effect on its overall performance),
the Yamaha may well have been our favourite.
Are all 2005 bikes likely to be similarly afflict-
ed? We just can't say. Nor can we say with
absolute certainty that this could be dialled out
with a simple change of jetting - though we sus-
pect it can. The point is that we have to report
on how we found the bike, and our bike exhib-
ited this trait. What we can be sure of however
is that once corrected the Yamaha would be very
difficult to beat - even by the Husky.
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Honda CRF250X
£5070, 23hp, 115.8kg

Opinio

H aving just tested three of these 250

four-bangers for, er... another magazine,
it was interesting to return to the category so
soon, only on different terrain, in different
conditions. How would I feel about the three
bikes this time around, and how would the
extra two compare?

After some worrying first impressions, I was
pleased to find that the feedback was actually
quite consistent. Pleased? Relieved, more like.

Top bike for me remains the Yamaha. The
WR is just so well sorted. The suspension is
wonderfully plush, the ergos accommodating
and the power is reassuringly strong. That
said, it’s still far from faultless. The gap
between third and fourth gears still feels too
big. The front-end still feels a touch vague and
the handling on the lazy side. Yet it is so very

SO TBemM

firm, with a round-
ed profile, and it
allows you to climb
all over it. It may be
plank-like, but mov-
ing around takes
absolutely no effort -
the best enduro seat
here, easily. Which
meant, despite the
suspension being
a touch on the firm
side for these condi-
tions, the Beta
proved amazingly
simple to pilot.
Only the Honda, felt
easier to ride thanks
to its tractable motor.
When we tested
the RR450 in similar
conditions the lack
of front-end feed-
back really con-
cerned me, but the
250 felt much more
positive. Whether
this was down to
different suspension
settings or the 250

strong. And it’s virtually quirk free.

The Husky maintained its nearly-there status.
In these conditions the wide tank and seat didn’t
seem to inhibit its performance. And the power
felt stronger than the Yamaha’s. In fact all round
the Husky was a stunning performer, I loved the
raucous exhaust note (not that loud), I loved the
accurate steering. Only it was, alas, not a first
time starter. I found I was having to carefully
feather the throttle to tickle the TE into life.
And I worried for the TE'’s plastics, essentially the
rad guards and the sidepanels. These are made
from a surprisingly brittle plastic, and I've seen
them break twice now, so I found I was riding
with concern for crashing - not a good thing. But
yes, the Husky really has got close to the WR this
year. Better plastics, better starting and it could
almost be there.

Gee, the Honda felt underwhelming this
time around. I enjoyed the CRF on its launch in
Andorra, but this one here in Hertfordshire - I
was surprised how far it fell behind the Yamaha
and the Husky. The power just doesn’t quite hang
on long enough. And curiously it didn’t feel very
confident in the handling department. And the -

motor’s comparative lack of inertia I wouldn’t
like to say, though it was certainly an improve-
ment. The sensation hasn’t disappeared altogeth-
er - just occasionally I wasn’t too sure whether I
was gonna make it through a corner unscathed,
but on the whole it didn’t affect the riding. So
much so, that whereas the KTM’s chassis couldn’t
make up for the motor’s shortcomings, the Beta’s
could, and did.

Of course, the RR's Nissin brakes help here,
and like the KTM it too is very well equipped.
But more than that, the attention to detail is
superb, and the liberal use of machined ally is
so much nicer than the castings on some other
machines (the Japanese bikes especially). Not
since the TMs of old have we seen such neat
looking hubs as standard equipment, and the
rear brake pedal is similarly sexy. And despite
the fact that the overall styling doesn’t really do
it for me, I'd have to say that the colour’s pretty
good too. You'll never lose your Beta in parc
ferme, that's for sure.

On a Charge

After the last 250 shootout (issue 91), I came
down in favour of the TE250, not least because
it was easily the lightest bike on test. But now
it's the second heaviest! Not that it feels at all
weighty, you understand, because I'd probably
say that of the five bikes here it rode the lightest.

riding position felt too close-coupled, too
cramped, in this company. A nice little bike,
no question, but just not as strong and confi-
dence-inspiring as the WR and TE.

The KTM, was a KTM. Meaning beautifully
put together, just so well focussed and right for
the job. Only, as we all know, it’s missing a fair
chunk of horsepower. And without those it'll
always be where it is - down at the lower end.
It did everything the others did, only you had
to work that little bit harder, and ‘be ready’
given that you were working with less. Nice
bike, I really like it, but... yeah, let’s see the
new motor, the twin-cam unit, huh?

And the Beta? You know I really wanted
to like this one. But couldn’t. It felt hard, yet
fragile, consummate yet flawed. The bars felt
too far forward and the pegs too rearward, and
the saddle was a lesson in self-flagellation. The
exhaust note I thought was too loud and harsh,
it would incense quiet country types. And of
course it has that KTM motor, which we know
just isn’t quite enough. There’s lots to like,
but for me it's going to take a lot more
familiarisation for me to feel happy with it...JB

In my personal fourth place we have the
Honda CRF-X. How come so low down the
pecking order after glowing reports last year?
Well in a direct head-to-head comparison with
the opposition, this CRF failed to sparkle -
though other riders helping out with our test
placed it much higher in their personal ratings.
First the good points: it's unique (the only bike
here with an alloy beam frame), the engine is
incredibly tractable - particularly low down, I
like the quick access air-box, the Nissin brakes
and the chamfered foot-pegs. And the digital
scales say it's the lightest here.

But now the less impressive points: my least
favourite riding position (with standard bars) -
just too small and too cramped. The handling's
a bit too steady (unless you drop the forks
through the yokes). The engine runs out of puff
far too early - it's the least powerful here, and
there are only five ratios to choose from. And
like the Yamaha, the Honda comes poorly
equipped as standard (but Honda don't offer
a specific road kit). Other little niggles: the
sidestand doesn't tuck up far enough out of the
way, and strangely the X 'felt' heavier than all
the others. We know the CRF-X is a fine bike,
but oddly enough, even Honda's legendary
build quality has come unstuck on earlier
CRF-Xs. Honda need to up their game a little.

And finally we come to my last-placed bike
in this test: KTM's humble 250EXC Racing. No
amount of fine build quality or standard equip-
ment can make up for the fact that in this com-
pany it feels too slow, too soft and has too little
power. In that respect it hasn’t changed much.

What! A KTM comes last in a five-way TBM
shootout? You better believe it. Roll on the new
twin-cam KTM motor because in my opinion it
can't come soon enough... Si Melber

A brief stop at the Golden Arches helped
fuel the TBM gut buckets...




Yamaha WR250F
)£5199, 28.2hp, 116.9%kg

Yep, jump aboard the new TE and you immedi-
ately notice how nimble the bike feels, and just
how responsive the motor is. Crack open the
throttle and that new Keihin flat-slide reacts
instantly - the power coming hard and strong.
Right down low there isn’t a surfeit of grunt, but
s2 TEM

then flat-slides always work best
at higher revs and rarely do you
pootle around on one of these
bikes. No, as soon as you're into
the mid-range the Husky comes
alive with smooth power all the
way to the astronomically high
rev limiter - reminiscent of the
enduro-ised RM-Z we rode last
year. Previous TE250s have all
felt very revvy, and this bike is
certainly no exception. But unlike
those bikes, this one didn’t feel
like you had to cane it to within
an inch of its life to keep on the
pace, making it quite a potent
weapon on our slick little course.

As a race bike, the TE’s chassis
is similarly impressive. Quick-
turning, though not as flighty
as some, it's just as responsive
as the stonking powerplant and
it’s hard to find fault with the
Marzocchi/Sachs suspension.

Occupying the middle-ground
between the Yamaha's supple
set-up and the Beta’s firmness,
the TE worked best when ridden
hard. But then that’s exactly how
you’d want to ride this bike. Just
allow for the usual Brembo short-
comings..!

Amongst the many changes for
2005 is a cosmetic makeover, with
all new plastics, a larger tank and
a new seat. The plastics are drop-
dead gorgeous, yet they don’t feel
quite as flexible as dirtbike body-
work should, and the new seat
isn’t quite as nice. The flat profile
means that it’s certainly comfy,
though for race use it's nowhere
near as good as the ‘razorblade’
on the previous model. Aboard
the old TEs (and the Beta) you
could slip from one side of the
bike to the other without even
thinking about it, but on the ‘05
bike there’s a distinct edge to the
seat - hindering your posterior's
progress..! The standard Tomaselli
bars (wearing a Renthal barpad
here) aren’t really to my tastes, though they do
benefit from being tipped forward. And once this
is done the resulting riding position is actually
pretty good.

With a solid rear disc, quick release seat and
axle pullers front and rear it's clear that the TE

The 2005 Range of MOOSE Race Wear is here.

Direct from the States, the 05 range sees re-designs
and updates on all the favourite kit like the fabulous
new M1 (main pic), and of course the XCR series.

PLUS, this year will see some brand new kits never
before brought into the UK, including the ‘SAHARA'’

shirts, classically described as “...a whole bunch of holes

strung together with some really funky material!!!”, just the

thing to keep you cool when the heat is on.

DirtBike ‘fngﬁ

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER or call direct/buy onllner
ENQUIRIES 01278 424979 FREEORDERLINE 08000 718718

ALSO FROM MMoose

XCR Competition Drinks System £34.99 ¢ Expedition Drinks System £44.50 ¢ Buddy Tow £12.95

Race Kit Bag £79.95 Expedmon Helmet Carrier £24.50 * Expedition Boot Bag £24.75

Al ln

TRADE ENQUIRIES ALWAYS WELCOME. ‘05 CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE
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t's been nearly three years

since we last tested the 250
four-strokes on the dyno - and
the comparisons between now
and then make for interesting
reading. Back in spring 2002
we had a three-way shootout
between the Yamaha WR250F,
KTM 250EXC and the TM
EN250. That time the Yamaha
ran out a clear winner making
25.6hp @ 10,800rpm, while the
TM made 24.3hp @ 9,300rpm
and the KTM 250EXC a near
identical 24.2hp @ 9,300rpm.

Three years on and the Yam

Beta RR250
£4995, 24.1hp, 123.8kg

F is still king of the dyno,
eclipsing all the other bikes in
terms of peak power. But look
at the figures: the WR-F now
makes 28.2hp @ 10,800rpm - a
staggering 16-percent increase
in three years, yet it's quieter!
Not far behind however, is the
only other DOHC-equipped
machine here - the Husky
TE250 - which makes a very
creditable 27.5hp @ 11,500rpm.

Among the other three bikes
(all of them SOHC) it’s nip and
tuck all the way with the KTM
2 (C producing marginally

PDQ MOTORCYCLE DEVELOPMENTS 01628 667644

Bl YAMAHA WR2S0F 28.2hp
KTM 250EXC Racing 24.2hp

BETA 250RR 24.1hp
HONDA CRF250X 23.0hp

HUSOVARNA TE2S50 27.5hp

Power

is detailed with paddock practi-
calities in mind, and from a
race bike point of view I don't
think it's likely to disappoint.

Final Stand

KTM'’s 250 four-stroke motor
continues to frustrate and the
fact that the company have
been developing a twin-cam
250 lump shows that KTM
aren’t happy with it either.
The Austrians are, however,
happy enough to build bikes

which don’t slip easily into a

the higher figure: 24.2hp
(exactly the same as three years
ago) @ 10,600rpm, compared
with the Beta’s 24.1hp @
10,600rpm, and the Honda’s
lowly 23hp @ 8700rpm.

When it comes to torque
figures it’s a lot closer between

‘e protagonists. The

Husky comes out on top with
a maximum torque figure of
14.91b ft @ 8200rpm, closely
followed by the Yam at 14.8Ib ft
albeit 1500rpm further up the
rev range at 9700rpm. Next it’s
the Honda with 14.5Ib ft @
7500rpm, closely followed
by the Beta with 14.31b ft @
7200rpm. Finally the KTM
brings up the rear with a
figure of 14.11b ft @ 8100rpm.

Reading the Resuilts

So what does it all mean? Well
a few things stand out from our
dyno results. First of all - and
most worryingly - the Yamaha
has a big hole in its power
delivery around 7000rpm. This
isn’t only obvious from the
dyno chart but also when you
ride the thing - it just goes
absolutely flat and struggles
to pull through the midrange
of the higher gears. And whilst
the Yamaha makes very good
peak power - it lacks the
punchy midrange of the others
in the crucial 5800-8700rpm
sector (just like it did back in
2002). We should point out that
until we get another ‘05 WR-F
to run on the dyno, we can’t

competition class (the 200EXC, for instance) so
see no reason why they don’t build this bike with
a few more cubes - 280, 320cc even, would at least
make the bike more appealing to hobby riders.
But as it stands, the 250EXC Racing is the lemon
in the orange range.

In 2004 we really rated the little CRF-X. It's
amazing what a difference a year makes! If it
came with higher bars and had been adapted
with the ‘closed course competition” modifica-
tions (R-model camshaft, opened up airbox etc)
I'm sure that the X would've been on the pace,
but in standard trim the little Honda felt decided-
ly average. Fourth place to the (little) ‘Big H'.

Third goes to the Beta RR250, though it's

say with absolute certainty that
all the ‘05 bikes are like this

On the other hand this was a
test bike supplied to the press...

The Husky meanwhile has
the best power-curve of all the
bikes, with a smooth and linear
increase all the way from 6200-
12000rpm. Interestingly the
Husky also has one of the best
(fattest) torque curves, albeit
transposed slightly higher up
the rev range than the other
bikes - it's still making decent
torque even at 12,500rpm.

No doubt she’s a revver.

So what can we say about
the others? Well the Honda
has a pretty good torque curve.
It makes decent bottom end
power (even though it has to
give second best to the Yam
up till 5800rpm), at which
point it overtakes the WR-F
with its sizeable midrange all
the way up till 8600rpm, but
sadly it signs off earliest of all
the bikes. And it feels exactly
like this when you ride it.

h identical powerplants
you'd expect the KTM and the
Beta to be very similar in terms
of both power and torque -
and they are. Albeit the Beta
actually has a much stronger
bottom-end, and is slightly
better in the midrange thanks
to a different exhaust system.
But... it’s louder.

The bottom line is that the
Husky takes top honours in
our dyno shoot-out for its
broad spread of usable power,

EEC Torque (ft-ibs)

its linear power curve and its
sizeable midrange. It also keeps
on revving when all the others
have yawned and gone to bed.

Dyno Standards
Dynamometers measure

the amount of force (power)
developed by an engine
from its ability to accelerate
a rotating drum of a known
mass (the rolling road part).
Don’t get too hung up about
the actual power figures
(manufacturers tend to quote
theoretical power figures,
and frequently exaggerate).
The important thing is the

missed out on silver by a whisker. Virtually
everything about the bike impressed me on this
test... except the motor! I think it's a much better
bike than the EXC - the chassis is nicer, the riding
position’s better, the brakes are excellent - and it
really makes the most of an average lump.

Shock, horror, the WR250F has been deposed
from the 250 4T throne. Had it not been for that
chasm in the mid-range then things may have
turned out differently, but we simply couldn't
ignore a gap that big. Word has it that Evel
Knievel has it lined-up for his comeback jump!

In all seriousness, a session on the dyno play-
ing with carb settings (or perhaps a change of
pipe) would probably sort this out, but that's only

It may be a fraction less pow-
erful than the all-conquering
Yamaha, butits strength lies
in its all-round performance...

relative power compared
with other bikes in the same
class. Interestingly, tests
we’ve conducted in the past,
have shown that knobbly
tyres tend to give readings
of approximately 1-2hp less
than the same bike fitted
with a smooth (road) tyre.
On the other hand if you
ride your bike on knobblies,
then that's the power that’s
available to you...

PDQ MOTORCYCLE DEVELOPMENTS 01628 667644

Torque

B YAMAHA WR250F 14.8ft-Ibs
KTM 250EXC Racing 14.1ft-1bs

BETA 250RR 14.3ft-lbs
HONDA CRF250X 14.5ft-lbs

HUSOVARNA TE250 14.9ft-Ibs




Husqvarna TE!}%J-
£5499,27.5hp, 1

speculation. And on a run through a special test
I know which bike I'd rather be riding...

Yep, my pick for top 250 four-stroke is Husky's
TE250. The motor felt strong and simply willed
you to rev it higher, whilst the chassis took every-
thing in its stride. The bike isn’t perfect, a differ-
ent seat and better brakes (the front’s too soft and
the rear refused to lock up!) would improve mat-
ters, though as it stands I'd happily take one rac-
ing. The TE was quickest around our course, and
although times aren’t necessarily everything, this
was simply the icing on the cake.

On Trail

It's a bit harder to put these bikes in order of 'trail
preference’, not least because I wouldn't particu-
larly choose any of them for riding the lanes.

But we know that some people do want an easy-
going yet enduro-capable machine for the trails
and if I had to come up with a top five then it
would go something like this:

Sadly, the Honda comes in last. It may be nice
and stable, it may be quiet and good low-down,
but it's only got five-speeds (so it'll run out of
puff on the roads), and you've got to source and
fit all the road bits (which, although not particu-
larly taxing, is an extra hassle and cost).

The Yamaha occupies fourth place, and it's
got nothing to do with that mid-range glitch.

We know that the WR tracks straight and true no
matter what rutted 'n’ rooted terrain you throw at
it, and it'll definitely prove to be reliable. So it’s a
shame then that it too is lacking a sixth cog and
costs £5399 with the road kit.

Bronze goes to the Katosh. It's fully kitted,
comes with six-speeds and feels very mellow.

Surprisingly, the racy Husky comes pretty close
s56 TBM

to taking the clean sweep, and in
fact I'd award it joint honours here
with the Beta. The TE comes with a
flexible motor (for a 250 thumper), a
six-speed box, comfy seat, large(ish)
tank, and all the road bits, so it’s cer-
tainly up to the job. Only the front-
end’s waywardness in ruts marks it
down in my book - cos I'd eventual-
ly grow tired of fighting the bars.

No such problem on the Beta RR,
it's eminently stable on even the
most technical going. It too comes
with quality road kit, and the seat
is commendably low. But that perch
is just a little too knife-like and the
rasping exhaust note is similarly
cutting. However, I think it'll be the
easiest to ride on the lanes, and that
counts for a lot when you're footing
your way through tractor ruts!

And so there you have it, the findings of anoth-
er TBM Shootout. We didn’t all agree on the order
of our top five - but by dint of securing the most
first and second-place votes, the Husqvarna
comes out on top. It really is that good...

YAMAHA WRe250F

Price: £5199 / £5399 inc homologation kit 3
Engine: 249cc, DOHC, 5-valve, |
e-start, 5-speed |
Bore/ stroke: 77 x 53.6mm !
Susp F/ R 48mm KYB (300mm) !
[travel): Linkage KYB (315mm) "
Brakes F/ R: 250/245mm Nissin calipers
Seat height: 990mm !
Ground clear: 375mm 1
Wheelbase: 1470mm
Fuel capacity: 8L
Weight: 116.9kg

BETA RR250

Price: £4995 + otr

Engine: 249.6¢cc, SOHC, 4-valve,
dual-start, 6-speed (KTM)

Bore/ stroke: 75 x 56.6mm

Susp F/ R 45mm Marzocchi (290mm)

(travel): Linkage Sachs (300mm)

Brakes F/ R: 255/240mm, Nissin calipers

Seat height: 940mm

Ground clear: 320mm

Wheelbase: 1490mm

Fuel capacity: 8.5L

Weight: 123.8](15r

Thanks to: Richard Bott, to farmhand
Tom, to Nick at PDO (01753 730043) for
manning the dyno way into overtime,
to Chris Hockey at Endurotech (07971
447085), to John Lampkin for the Beta
(01535 655970), to Geraint Jones at
the Yam Off Road Experience (01686
413324), KTM UK (01280 709500),
Husky Sport (01962 771122), and Shed
at the Honda Off-Road Experience
(01933 674036). Cheers guys.

HONDA CRF250X

Price: £5070 inc delivery

Engine: 249.4cc, SOHC, 4-valve,
dual-start, 5-speed

Bore/ stroke: 78 x 52.2mm

Susp F/ R 47mm Showa (315mm)

(travel): Linkage Showa (312mm)

Brakes F/ R: 240/240mm, Nissin calipers

Seat height: 955mm

Ground clear: 348mm

Wheelbase: 1483mm

Fuel capacity: 8.3L

Weight: 115.8kg

KTM 250EXC Racing

Price: £4945 + otr

Engine: 249.6¢¢c, SOHC, 4-valve,
dual-start, 6-speed

Bore/ stroke: 75 x 56.6mm

Susp F/ R 48mm WP (300mm)

(travel): PDS, WP (335mm)

Brakes F/ R: 260/220mm, Brembo calipers

Seat height: 925mm

Ground clear: 380mm

Wheelbase: 1481mm

Fuel capacity: 8L

Weight: 118.8kg

Price: £5499 + otr

Engine: 249.5¢c, DOHC, 4-valve,
dual-start, 6-speed

Bore/ stroke: 76 x 55mm

Susp F/ R 45mm Marzocchi (300mm)

ftravel): Linkage, Sachs (320mm) :

Brakes F/ R: 260/220mm, Brembo calipers

Seat height: 965mm

Ground clear: 335mm

Wheelbase: 1470mm

Fuel capacity: 9.2L

Weight: 123kg |

For the full picture...

AGAZINE CREW EVENT?

4. Al rights reseruved
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STORY: MEL FALCONER; ILLUSTRATIONS: HILLY

It’s not just punters who get it wrong - journalists
aren’t immune to the odd bout of ritual humiliation
either! TBEM managed to convince a few fellow scribes
to reveal their embarrassing off-road experiences in
true ‘It’ll Be Alright On the Night’ style...

Remember the famous Eighties
VW Golf advert where a woman
walks down the street throwing
away everything except her
V-dub keys? Well, she soon
found out journalists aren’t

as reliable as Volkswagens
either...

I’'m A Journalist, Get Me Out

Of Here!

‘Many moons ago when I was working for
a certain weekly motorcycle paper I had to
cover the making of a TV show called

s8 TBM

‘Ridgeriders” where famous-ish people had
to go and ride some trails.

Unfortunately my paper only had a
Triumph Sprint for me to ride, and it
wasn’t even a later model, it was basically
the Trident with a top fairing - come on,
it was 1994 after all.

So, there I was in Kent on a
damp, 45-degree rutted trail with
programme presenter Nick
Knowles, Tony ‘Baldrick’
Robinson and ex-VW ad model
Paula Hamilton all waiting to
be shown how to ride
up this trail.

Which was great...
apart from the fact
that trying to get the
Trumpet up the
hill with lots
of cack clogged
in the back
wheel proved to
be my off-road bap-
tism of fire, although all
my skills gained from riding
a field bike kinda’ helped!

However, what goes up must come down
and that proved just too much for such a
heavy bike, and I dropped it right on top of
myself. I then had to suffer the ignominy of
all three ‘celebrities” having to come and
pick the sodding thing off me, saying
“You're the guy from MCN and you
crashed...” Gits!”

Bertie Simmonds, Freelancer

¢

Life was anything but a dream
for this hapless hack as he
followed his bike merrily down
the stream...

Cry Me A River

‘My first weekend ever trail riding in Wales
was on the vague pretext of a magazine
feature: ‘Useless Morons of Mud’ - I think
we called it.

I was working for Performance Bikes
at the time and had no real experience
off-road, so turned up in mid-November

dressed in full MX gear (brand new and
blagged, obviously) and scruffy DR350

(which I owned, at least).

We left Rhayader early doors and headed
for the hills. Now, somewhere near the
Monks’ Trod is a river, quite a big one,
especially when it’s been raining.

On this particular day there were a gang
of lads on bikes on the far riverbank and
they waved at us not to cross. I, of course,
had other ideas. It looked okay - the bit I
could see was shallow, no more than two
to three feet deep at the most.

So, without a word to my mates I turned
the DR around, got a good run-up and hit
the shore flat in third. Everything was going
fine; big bow wave, lots of noise, bit of style
and then... BWWWOOAArrrrr... I was
swimming. Dressed in full MX gear, boots,
lid, armour, at 8.00am on an icy cold winter
morning!

The river bed had dropped to eight feet
and the current was strong, really strong.
The bike was bumping along the bottom
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turning over and over. Every
so often I'd see its headlight
(still shining) as it revolved
and I doggy paddled.
Eventually we both fetched
up about 300 yards
downstream.

All I could make
IJ out of my ‘mates” was

| a load of bobbing

| heads and shaking

shoulders as they

filled their goggles with

tears of laughter. For at least ten minutes.
It took two hours to retrieve the DR and

get it cracked up and running. By the time

I we got back to the Lion Royal eight hours

later, after a full day out, I really thought I

mind the very public (and self-induced)
humiliation...”
Alex Hearn, Two Wheels Only

We’ve all suffered blockages of
one type or another - normally
after eating too many egg
sarnies - but they have to be
very bad indeed to stop you
from starting an enduro...

What A Corker

i ‘As a teenager I'd always had two-stroke

j enduro bikes and as a result, the technique
of starting a four-stroke was one that I'd
never needed to master.

Roll on several years to the Welsh
Two-Day, armed with a borrowed Yamaha
WR250F and the moment that I’d been
dreading finally arrived - I'd have to
kick-start a thumper in competition.

‘ No worries [ thought, practice makes
perfect so I spent a whole afternoon

60 TBEM

was a gonna’ die from hypothermia. Never

suggested a fellow competitor, waving an
exhaust bung he’d just pulled from the
silencer of my bike. Three kicks later I
started the Welsh Two-Day feeling relieved
but just a little bit silly!

Jonty Edmunds, Freelance Photo
Journalist

Let’s face it, when riding in
Wales you can almost always
guarantee the presence of two
things - rain and sheep - but on
this occasion neither proved to
be ‘Fatale’ for one particular

‘ ‘femme’...

The Quad Mother

‘Last year Yamaha invited me to Wales for
the re-launch of their DT125 along with
most of the off-road press. After a day’s
riding the trails round Geraint Jones” gaff,

practicing breathing life into the quarter-
litre Yam. I got so good at it that the bike
would start even when I tried to mess it
up. I had nothing to worry about.

Come the first morning of the event and
I was feeling confident. Despite watching
several clubman riders fail to start their
machines for one reason or another, |
remained firm in my belief that I wouldn’t
get penalised before I'd even started. It had
never happened before and it wasn’t going
to happen now.

As my minute drew closer I prepared
the bike for the start. Turning on the fuel to
drown the carb with fresh fuel, I pulled out
the choke knob and cracked the throttle
three times, just the way she liked it. Then,
having been called to the start line, I pushed
down the kick-starter and she fired into life.
I'd done it!

But then, just as I was about to pull in
the clutch, the bike died - I was in trouble.
Kicking, decompressing, kicking with
throttle, kicking without throttle and laying
the bike on its side before I kicked some
more and she still refused to go. “What the
hell had I done wrong?’

That’s when I got a tap on my left
shoulder. ‘“This might be the problem,’

we all took to the country roads that lead
to the pub.

Keen to get the beers in, we were riding
at a fair whack on the twisty and narrow
lanes when suddenly (and without warn-
ing) a quad pulled out from a dirt track to
take up the whole width of my road ahead.

My heart felt like I was in a Loony Tunes
cartoon and I'd just seen Jessica Rabbit. In
my panic I laid the bike on its side to avoid
a head-on with Mr Quad. The guy behind
me took the more sensible option of turning
off into the adjacent field to avoid the car-
nage - we were on dirt bikes after all.

[ hit the deck hard but in my embarrass-
ment, I stood up straight away to pick up
the bike and act like nothing happened, but
my little finger felt a bit funny and I noticed
it was pointing up at a very odd angle.

Meanwhile a little further up the road,
Geraint and the others were busy picking
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up Yamaha's PR guy Harley
Stephens after his encounter
with a suicidal sheep. Both
Harley and the sheep survived
relatively unscathed, but by

the time the convoy v

reached us my hand had

swelled to football

sized proportions.
I'd began

wondering

how the hell

I was going

to drive the

250 miles home

when this nice bloke called Si Melber

stepped in and offered to drive me back.

Who said chivalry was dead? Cheers Si!”

Harriet Ridley, Two Wheels Only

We all try to move forwards
in life, but there’s always
somebody wiling to reverse
the trend...

Back To Front

‘I used to own a KTM 300EXC for a couple
of years which was awesome. Trouble-free
running, completely reliable and never
once let me down... until one day while
out trail riding with a few mates in
Nottinghamshire.

I arrived early at the chosen venue and
decided to get ready. So I put all my riding
gear on, got the bike out of the van and
tried to start it. I kicked and kicked my
smoker’s lungs out and still couldn’t get
the thing started. Sweat was pouring off me
and I really thought I was going to have a
heart attack, so I slammed the stupid thing
against the side of the van and tried to cool
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down by taking half my clothes off.

I then decided to take the plug out to
have a look at that - it was wet through
as to be expected so I dried it as best I
could and put it back in. It fired a little,
and then after about ten kicks later it gave
one almighty backfire, kicked back and
almost broke my leg, whilst sending the
kickstart flying off into the undergrowth!

My first thought through the mist of pain
was ‘Don’t stall it’ so I carried on revving
to warm it up gently. Just then my mates
arrived and just as they pulled up I decided
to give the Katosh a handful, showering
their van in mud.

I slammed it into first, wound the throttle
back, dropped the clutch and went flying
over the handlebars as the bike cleared off
at 30mph in reverse.

Little did I realise that a two-stroke could
fire-up and run backwards - I guess she
didn’t want to go out and play that day.’
Chippy Wood, Bike

The very real threat of the
hangman’s noose in this case
unfortunately failed to garrotte
a certain journo’s garrulity...

All Choked Up
‘In my 15 years of running trail bike
holidays I have seen plenty of people do
incredibly idiotic things, but tragically I
have never witnessed quite the level of
stupidity a couple of friends and I
displayed when we were students.

The proud owner of an XT500, I had
ridden over one Sunday morning to help
a mate try and start his decrepit Bultaco
Sherpa. After messing around with spark
plugs and fuel mixes we decided the best
way of getting some life into the Sherpa
would be to “give it a bloody good tow’.

Another mate was big into climbing, so
we nicked one of his 300-metre ropes, tied
one end to the Sherap’s forks and wound
the other end through the sub frame of the
XT with the excess rope draped rakishly
around my shoulders. The final part of this
great plan was to stick yet another mate on
the back of the XT, holding a loop of rope in
his right hand that he could let go if ‘things
started to go wrong’.

With all three of us in position, but not a
helmet or glove between us, I gently put the
Yamaha into gear, took up the slack and off

we went. Everything was going fine until
the bloke on the Bultaco put his bike into
first gear. This instantly locked his back
wheel, which in turn snatched the loop out
of my mate’s hand, with all the strain now
going to the rope wrapped around my
shoulders.

From that moment on things went wrong
very quickly. The rope rode up to my neck
and started simultaneously strangling me
and pulling me backwards off the bike.
Sliding towards the rear of the Yam I
pushed my mate off the back and then
fell on top of him.

At that precise moment the Sherpa decid-
ed to fire up and ran over us both, causing
the Bultaco rider to crash in the process.
Miraculously, despite zero protective gear,
nobody was hurt in the two-bike/three-man
pile up, though I sported rope-burn marks
to my neck for a month or so afterwards.

The Bultaco went back into the shed, and
as far as I know (or care), was never coaxed
into life again.’

Chris Evans, Freelance Journalist

TBM would like to point out that
no journalists were seriously
harmed in the making of this
feature... just their egos! Thanks
to everybody for divulging their
dirty secrets to us.
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News of a dedicated big bike rally series produced a
small flurry of enthusiasm from the staff of TBM, all
anxious to have a crack at proving their mettle...

elieve it or not, this
plan makes perfect
sense. Nobody

around here believes it,

I can tell by their forced
tones and complicit
sideways glances, but time
will bear out the efficacy

of this most masterful of
master plans. You see, my
first action as a TBMer has
been to order up a splendid
BMW F650GS Dakar, with
which I foresee an extend-
ed season of fun and games
competing in all manner

of on- and off-road events.
It's a bike for all-reasons,
for me, a man of all-sea-
sons. Or some such thing. Best I just get on with
the facts then, huh?

The Plan
Essentially we're going to test the GS Dakar over
a range of riding experiences to see just how
versatile the bike is. And to determine whether,
in the modern context, there is still such a beast
as an all-rounder.

The Dakar will in the first instance, be a
commuter. My daily ride to the TBM bunker
is a 50-mile cross-London traverse, made twice
a day, obviously. Unpleasant at the best of the
times, it demands of a bike agility, comfort and
frugality in equal measure. This will be the
humble weekday existence for the Beemer.
At the weekends though its anticipated life will
be much more fun. I'm planning on a vast cross-
section of competitive events that should all fall
within the Dak’s spread of competence.

The plan is to kick off the Dak’s activities with
a crack at the Motor Cycle Club’s Land’s End
Trial. This is something of a classic event, where
riders tackle a succession of historical observed
climbs set along a winding route, which mean-
ders its way down through the south western-
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most tip of England. Or thereabouts. Ah yes,
and it runs through the day and the night.

I think. Fact is, I know very little about these
Long Distance Trials but I think, yes, think, that
just maybe they’ll be right up the Dakar’s tail
pipe of capability.

Like you, I too read the news snippet in TBM’s
January issue about a big bike rally series that’s
going to run throughout 2005 in Britain. This I
think is a brilliant idea. You see, I used to live
in New Zealand for a while, and back there I got
to ride what were called ‘Adventure Rides’ in
which I piloted the odd GS Dakar. And while
I'm an ex-road-racer and wannabe enduro racer,
there’s a lot to be said for the fun I had on the
big 650, ambling along farm and coastal tracks,
on a machine that didn’t need to be trailered,
that didn’t require frequent fuel stops, and that
could even carry two. Yes, the riding was at a
more gentle pace but, given the skills needed
to successfully guide a 200kg bike cross-country,
these rides were neither lacking in challenge nor
fun. So this new series sounds like a must-do.
Then there's the Moto Rallies. Okay, I know noth-
ing about these except what I've read of Blezard’s
annual forays Frog-side. I'm talking about these

JON BENTMAN
BMW F6S50GS DRIKAR
SPRING OFFENSIVE

STORY: JON BENTMAN; PICS: DOUBLE RED
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strange, typically French-police-
run road rallies, usually held over
three or so days, where riders
follow a road-book from hill-climb
to race track to... well, whatever.
They look utterly mad, which is
natural, seeing at they’re run by
Frenchmen, and brilliantly
adventurous. And they look like
they were created for a bike like

the Dakar.

And as for supermoto track
days... This is probably not a
good idea, but I have this notion
that the Dak might make a cool
amateur-hour supermoto tool.
Not a serious one, obviously, but
for something else fun to do with

the Dakar, I think a track day
(on a predominantly tarmaced)
supermoto circuit could be a go-er.

The Reality
Of course, all of this is going
to require the odd subtle
modification for the Beemer just
to make the days easier and more
fun. We anticipate some crash
protection will help.

I'm not big on crashing but,
in the same way that carrying
an umbrella prevents rain, so a
plethora of crash bars, bungs and
pads should do well in warding
off the crash gremlins.

If you're around rally-touring types enough
you'll eventually hear the term ‘road book’
bandied around. You can’t have a rally bike
without a road book. Just what these are and
how they work, we'll discover in due course.

Then there’s the fun stuff to play with, like
aftermarket handlebars and footrest kits. Xenon
lights and bolt-on mufflers. All of which should
sharpen the Dakar to a rapier-like sense of poise
and prowess. Or not.

The truth is I don’t know an awful lot about
any of this stuff, but I've simply been reading
TBM long enough and fantasising for too long -
it’s time to get out there and join in the fun.

Useful contacts:
bmw-motorrad.co.uk
bigbikechallenge.co.uk
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Price:
Engine:

Displacement:
Bore/ stroke:
Transmission:
Susp F/ R
(travel):
Brake Front:

Brake Rear:

Seat height:
Wheelbase:
Fuel capacity:
Weight:

£5650 inclusive

Electric-start, liquid-cooled,
DOHC four-valve single

652cc
100 x 83mm
50-speed

41mm telescopic (210mm)
Linkage type (210mm)

300mm disc,
twin-piston caliper
240mm disc, single
piston caliper
870mm

S
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Absolute Performance Il

Maximum performance
with minimum noise

92 dB(A)

’ A .
Absolute Performance Ir:

Absolute Power Il
Stainless steel Silencer

Noise Catcher for Absolute Power Il :
To reduce exhaust’s decibel output £ 199.95 '

o]

Alu/Stainless enduro silencer / N
Maximum performance with minimum noise / / \
92 dB(A) ;

2 Stroke Sump Guard 4 Stroke Sump Guard Rad Brace '

Dealer list :
Dirt Bike Store, Somerset - 01278 424979 - Leisure Trail UK, Notts - 01159 732466 - Ray Hockey M/C, Gwent - 01873 840170 - Jim Sandiford M/C, Lancs - 01282 428383
Russell's M/C, N.Ireland 02890 817000 - Steve Plain M/C, Powys - 01597 825817 - Taylor Racing, Wilts - 01249 657575 - The Mud Shack, Glos - 01453 885932
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RACE SPEC LTD Unit 3A, Homend Trading Estate - Homend, Ledbury, Herefordshire HR8 1AR
Phone: +44 (0)1531 631700 - Fax: +44 (0)1531 631239 E-mail: sales@racespec.co.uk-Web Site: www.racespec.co.uk




Okay, the colour’s very gurly - these are after
all Mel’s new goggles - but they come in a

good range of masculine colours too. The

Scott Voltage MX goggle is, as the name
suggests, a motocross oriented piece of

enduro racers who like a distinct look.
There’s function as well as form, for
the Voltage features Scott’s triple-layer
face foam, which is a story of varying
densities and thicknesses designed to
maximise comfort and minimise sweat.
The special vents in the brow section
of the frame are there to direct air over
the lens to minimise fogging - it’s not just
a piece of stylised plastic. Oh yes, and the strap
has silicon grip on the inside for secure fitting.
In fact the Voltage carries all the usual Scott
accessories, including lens tints and tear-offs
and costs a fairly shocking £39.95. Contact Bert
Harkins Racing on 01582 491076 to get your
hands on some.

eyewear, but it will also suit those edgy

CORE VALUES

A new dirt bike boot from a Welsh distributor.
Shown here in a blue/white colour scheme,
they’re also available in black. Anyway, they’re
known as EC1s and benefit from a lot of experi-
enced enduro rider input. Lightweight and
flexible, they’re constructed from a leather upper
with thermo-moulded plastic protection around
all the worst stress and rub points. Double stitch-
ing is present in all the right places while the
plastic straps and buckles are fully adjustable,
and just as importantly, replaceable.
In typical Welsh fashion they’re
minimum flash, maximum
practicality, oh, and are
reasonably priced
too, costing
£119.99. Like
we said, they’re
Welsh boots.
Contact CORE
on 01686 412157
for more details.

USE THE FORCE

Body armour is useful stuff. It can make
the difference between work on Monday
and a visit to the fractures unit.

British company Forcefield
offers a comprehensive range
of body armours designed
to protect without inhibiting
movement and, equally
as importantly, without
inhibiting air-flow. Forcefield
use what they call TPro
technology in their armour,

a kind of honeycomb outer
and softer foam inner,

which is designed to
repeatedly absorb impacts
and shocks. That's the impor-
tant bit, seeing as some riders
tend to crash a fair bit, you want
protection that will work as well on the
50th impact as on the first.

The Forcefield shirt shown here is typical of
their technical design. The shirt itself is manufactured from
Coolmax, which they claim has good moisture management
capabilities to reduce skin temperature and thus heart rate,
leaving the rider cool, dry and comfortable.

The TPro Armourflex body armour is placed within the
shirt’s pockets, protecting shoulder, elbow-forearm, chest 1
and ribs. It can be used in conjunction with the brand’s back ]
protector (sold seperately).

The shirt shown here retails at £130, and it's an extra £50 for ‘
the back protector - call Forcefield on 01933 410818 for info.

RUBBER DUCK

No one likes punctures. Except tube manu-
facturers maybe. And tyre shops obviously.
No, punctures are hugely inconvenient - they
can put the mockers on an otherwise very
fine day out.

Oh yes, and they kill an enduro rider’s
result. Typically we’ve got around punctures
by riding on bib mousses, those sort-of-solid
inner tubes that are evil to fit and expensive
to buy. Well, there is an alternative in case
you’ve missed them - check out these ultra
heavy-duty inner tubes from Michelin.

These ones are the 4mm jobbies and they are
truly the mother of all inner tubes. Available in all
the usual tyre sizes they could transform your off-road
experience and cost from around £16.00 each. For
more details, contact Michelin UK on 01782 401755.
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he Holy Grail for most dirtbike riders
during the cold months is a jacket that
will stop the rain getting in, keep out the

wind and won'’t turn into a portable sauna ten

minutes down the trail.

Other elusive qualities include the ability to
stuff it into the smallest possible space just in
case the sun does make a welcome appearance,

Moose
Duick Coat / £24.50

What You Get: A fetchingly see-through
waterproof confection augured from finest
PVC, guaranteed 100-percent PVC in fact. The
seams are all electronically welded with a full-
length zip. There’s a rather

handy zippered pocket that

will comfortably stow your

latest copy of TBM. The neck,

cuffs and hem are all elasticat- Pl

ed. And of course there’s the
subtle-in-black Moose Racing
USA logo running down both
sleeves and across your lower
lumber. Sizes: S-XL.
Colours: Clear.

What We Think: It’s light
and packs very well. Feels
suitably robust too, being
thick enough to resist tearing
but not so thick as to add
unnecessary weight, with
good course-set zips. The
neck sits good and high
so should prevent nasty
draughts, although the zip

and being a bit of a lightweight in this instance is
definitely an added bonus.

And if that wasn’t enough, decent rip, tear and
scuff resisting properties wouldn’t go amiss in
the event of a bit of rough ‘n” tumble. Ah yes, and
if it can look a touch trick at the same time, that'll
help too. Not asking much then...

Here are a selection of what’s around...

may irritate your Adam’s apple (guys only).
Generous arm length and not bad bum cover-
age either. Big drawback will be breathability,
or rather lack of. So yes, it’ll be waterproof but
you will sweat.

Contact: DirtBike Store on 01278 424979
or go to dirtbikestore.com




Extreme Pro-Wear E

Waterproof Over-Jacket / £24.50 1

What You Get: A fully lined seam-sealed
& stitched waterproof jacket, featuring a half-
& length zip, protected by a velcro flap
(creating an opening big enough to
go over a crash helmet), plus a front
| ‘stuffa” pouch. Two waist adjustment
straps and a padded high collar keep
things snug. Sizes: XS5-XXL.
Colour: Black. Also available are 28-
40inch matching trousers for £22.50.

What We Think: For what is an
easy-on-the-pocket item, the design
is quite decent. The lining makes the
putting on and taking off a lot easier
and will reduce to some degree the
sweat build-up. The fleece-lined col-
lar is neat too. But you can tell the
price limitations in the basic cuff and
hem details. Although it’s also one of
the bulkiest jackets here when it

Shot

1 Rain-Jacket / £30.95

What You Get: A neat nylon waterproof
. jacket featuring a full-length zip with velcro
5y secured storm flap, neoprene cuffs,
I (also with velcro fastening), a cor-

| duroy-lined high collar and a win-
dow pocket on the sleeve, perfect for
timecards. No lining to speak of, but
there’s a flap across the back that will
go some way towards releasing the
steam. The hem is well elasticated
too. The legend ‘Shot Race Gear’ is
emblazoned down both sleeves and
a couple of logos across the upper
and lower back brighten things up.
Sizes: XS5-XXL. Colour: Black.

What We Think: This is one of
the most packable jackets here, it real-
ly squashes down nicely and weighs

almost nothing - a big bonus. We
liked the cuff and collar detailing

comes to stashing it in a bag, it will fit quite
easily over armour. Excellent value for the
budget conscious.

Contact: DirtBike Store on 01278 424979
or check out dirtbikestore.com

which will go a fair way to stop chaffing. It's
rather neatly cut and will double as a paddock
jacket with ease.

Contact: Race Spec on 01531 631700 or log
onto racespec.co.uk

XC-TING

Technico / £36.99

What You Get: Constructed from an
‘elastic fabric’, this distinctive soft-feel pac-a-
mac is waterproof with thermo-sealed
seams and a roomy front pouch. The
half-length opening is only secured
by velcro, the cuffs are elasticated

but the hem isn’t. The badge XC-ting
appears on the arms and in subtle
sizing on the chest and back too.
Sizes: 5-XXXL.

Colours: Black, red, blue.

What We Think: XC-ting isa
trials brand, an area of sport where
flexibility and ease of movement is
paramount, and this jacket does allow
plenty of movement. The lack of
elastic in the hem will be a drawback
to those who like to beetle along, as
the back could lift in the slipstream.
Could really do with a few more

ALPINESTARS

RJ-3 Rain Jacket / £33.99

2 ——————

What You Get: Made from coated rip-stop
nylon, this jacket sports a zippered and storm-
flapped half-opening for easy over-the-helmet
fittings. The cuffs are elasticated, there’s
waist adjustment, but surprisingly the
hem is neither adjustable nor has any
stretch. There’s also a small Scotchlite
strip across the shoulders and the
A-star logo adorns the back and front
bottom jacket corners. Sizes: M-XXL.
Matching trousers also available in the
same sizes priced at £25.95.

Colours: Black.

What We Think: Quite basic,
although we like the rip-stop element,

if it really does stop rips. It has a comfy
fleece collar, but the 100-percent nylon
interior lining could make things get a
little sweaty. The lack of detailing in
cuff and hem is disappointing too, given

creature comforts for dedicated trail-enduro
users, but otherwise pleasingly different to
the mainstream fare.

Contact: Braybrook Off Road on
07802 572023

that it’s an Alpinestars bit of kit, although no
doubt there’ll be those who'll appreciate the
A-star street-cred. There’s no mention whether
the jacket is fully waterproof either.

Contact: Race Spec on 01531 631700 or
try racespec.co.uk




ALPINESTARS

trails and back lanes late in the evening,.
What You Get: A rather nattily named
two-tone lined jacket made from a ‘soft to
touch taslan material’. There’s a full-length
zip complete with storm flap, and also
features reflective piping and logos. The
neck is corduroy lined, the cuffs are
elasticated and there’s a drawcord on
the hem. The waist is heavily elasticat-
ed, which should provide decent clo-
sure. Sizes: M-XXL. Co-ordinating
bottoms are also available at £45.95.
Colours: Black, black/blue.

Contact: Race Spec on 01531 631700
or go to racespec.co.uk

|

What We Think: Quite a serious
jacket insofar as its generous elastic allo-
cation makes for a figure-hugging fit.
There’s a sense of robustness from the
velcro'd storm flap and tight cuffs. But
the lack of pockets is a serious downer
and it’s a bit bulky when it comes to
stowing away. Body armour types will

distinguished Jonty Edmunds.

Rain Jacket / £39.95

Contact: MDR on 01935 429646
What You Get: Ostensibly a water-
proof fashion jacket that will double -
but only just - as a riding mac. It fea-
tures a nylon shell, an aertex-type lining
with a velcro sealed front pocket and
two zippered side pockets. The cuffs are
elasticated and the hem has a drawcord.
There’s a quarter zip at the front
although it’s not actually big enough
to get a helmet through and the hood
also only serves to complicate matters.
Sizes: S5-XL.
Colours: Black/grey/red.

What We Think: This is doubtless a
good lookin’ super smart jacket, albeit
in a slightly motocross kind of way. The
hood and the fact you can’t pull it on
over a crash helmet really are severe
limitations to practical use. Nonetheless
a must-have for those keen to swan

need to order a larger size than usual to fit it
all underneath. The reflective piping is a good

t
El-Nino Rain Jacket / £54.95 [ safety point for those who get stuck out on

UFU ! around the paddock looking like the very

Hydroshell / £115.00

What You Get: A seriously lightweight,
incredibly technical riding jacket that
packs right down to virtually nothing.
There are no pockets but you do get
scuba-style ‘Gelanots’ neck and cuff
details, triple taped seams plus a draw-
cord on the hem. It’s constructed from
a rip-stop nylon and polyester mix and
the cut is designed specifically to allow
for body armour to be worn under-
neath. Sizes: M-XXL. Colours:
Black, blue/black, red /black.

What We Think: This is a real
race-style jacket, minimalist in execution
and totally fuss free. Like a racing yacht,
it's trick, sleek and purposeful but with
little to cosset the user and at £115 quid
it's fairly pricey too! You may want to

N N e

What You Get: Look beyond the
astronomical price tag and you'll find a water-
proof, breathable creation loaded with features
and design highlights. Includes a full-
length zip with velcro sealed storm
flap, lined collar, adjustable cuffs,
hem drawcord and two side pockets.
The list goes on to include a full
width zippable vent across the

back plus a pocket on the rear that
reverses to become a bumbag with
strap so you can wear the packed-jak
around your waist. The inner liner is
micro-porous to allow sweat out, and
again all seams are triple taped.
Sizes: M-XXL. Colours: Black,
blue/black, red /black.

What We Think: Beautifully
designed jacket and surprisingly light
for one so extensively detailed. The
side pockets are fairly cavernous and
feature the trickest waterproof sealing

check out the sizes before you buy - the large
one we received is a touch economical on cut.
But big on quality.

Contact: Cl Sport on 01372 378000

to a zip we’ve seen. And the mesh vent

reaches across the back, and down the arms -
that’s a huge exhaust. Definitely the last word

in lightweight jackets but like all good things,

this comes at a price. &

Contact: CI Sport on 01372 378000
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Could the Brits once

. again dominate the
- ygprld’s toughest
@ one day enduro...?




t’s close to 12.45pm on a cold Friday

night in Italy and not for the first

time my conversation with friends
at the bar of the four-star Il Ciocco hotel
and tourist complex, high in the Tu
Apennines, is interrupted by rasp
laughter from behind me. Ignoring the
high spirited revellers, as I've been try-
ing to do for the past hour, I continue
my discussion but to no avail. Turning
to face the huge open fire around which
close to a dozen Brits have made their
home for the night, I realise what all
the raucous amusement is about.

Stood no more than a foot away from
the generously stocked fire is one of the
group’s younger members, his back to
the inferno. With a pained but curiously
determined look upon his face it isn’t
until I glance for a second time that I
realise why he's grimacing. Subtly
exposing the upper two-thirds of his
bum to the fire, he’s stood toasting his buttocks
like marshmallows. His friend, acting as official
time keeper for the night, is seated less than a
metre away openly encouraging him. Shouts of
‘that’s 20-seconds now’ and ‘another five-seconds
and you’ll have beaten your dad’s time’ can be
heard all around. It's the night before the second
running of the Hell’s Gate extreme enduro, and
spirits in the British camp are running high.

Breakfast the following morning is not
78 TEM

The look on David's face says it all...
Another Hell’s Gate - another victory
for the Manxman...

.

A

surprisingly a much less energetic affair. With the
seven o’clock start time of the qualifying morning
race having been and gone, the large dining room
in which I'm sat drinking coffee is occupied only
by two Italians and the majority of the British
pl\rt_\'gocrs (meaning Welsh with a couple of
English), each arriving one by one, clearly not
looking on top of their game. ‘I feel bloody rough
this morning ymments one of the Brits as he
wanders about aimlessly trying to find Marmite.

"1 Even multi-world Enduro champs_.~
can get it wrong'sometimes, as.- "
Anders Eriksson demonstrates...

Spirits were running high the night before in
anticipation of a good result. After all who could
topple the world’s number one extreme enduro
rider David Knight, the winner of the event
12-months ago? Furthermore we had two of the
best trials-turned-enduro riders in the shape of
Wayne Braybrook and Juan Knight competing
for us. Yet more reason to drink and be merry.

Under Cover Of Darkness

he Hell’s Gate event is the idea of Italian Fabio
Fasola, a former Italian enduro champion turned
enduro and supermoto coach, and is designed
to ‘bring back the forgotten themes of physical
exertion and passion into enduro’. Bringing the
event to the world’s attentions last year by
offering prize money that wasn’t to be sniffed
at, only three riders reached the finish - David
Knight, Bartosz Oblucki and Mario Rinaldi, with

Knighter claiming the 8000 euro winner’s cheque.

With any rider that falls more than 40-minutes
beh the leader mercilessly weeded out of the

main event at the time-checks, competitors would
finish the race under cover of darkness. Awaiting
those that make it to the end is a ludicrously
steep hill just metres from the finish line. No
rider can scale a hill as steep as this without
the assistance of willing spectators, but their
participation is all part of the event’s magic.

To help celebrate the event’s second birthday
a few changes and improvements were made to
this year's edition of the Hell’s Gate including
sponsorship from Team Special Events (that's
Camel Ciggies to you and me). But disappoint-
ingly the number of top riders that had travelled
to Tuscany to compete this year was dramatically
fewer than last year. Topping the list of named
riders was of course David Knight who started
the race as favourite. Alongside him, Swede
Anders Eriksson, the Husqvarna mounted seven-
time world enduro champion, was giving tl
event a go for the first time. And despite beir
known for his ‘Viking strength’, he was feelir
little dubious about the main event knowing that
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Wayne Braybrook puts in the effort,
with a gritty ride to second overall...

his ability to deal with rocks wasn’t
quite as good as it needed to be. With
the exception of a few of Italy’s B-list
WEC riders that was pretty much it
as far as the sport's big hitters were
concerned.

So what was the reason for the
spectacular no-show of well known
WEC stars? Surely the chance of a
challenging workout ahead of the
world championship would be of
benefit to them? The answer is
simple: David Knight. And the fact
that the prize money was ‘winner-
takes-all’. As a rider who's feared and
revered for his dogged determination,
bike handling skills and love of tough
events, if DK finished the event, DK would win
the event. That's how most riders saw it. And
with no start money paid to anyone, the riders
that were needed to make the Hells Gate a real
success, disappointingly stayed away. They might
have given their reason for not competing as ‘it
interrupts with my pre-season testing’ but what
they really meant was ‘I haven’t got a chance
(in Hell!) of beating Knighter.’

Of course there were other riders willing to
give the event a go - 60 of them in total, most
notably the Repsol KTM Rallye team comprising
former Dakar winner Nani Roma, Jean Brucy and
this year’s runner-up Marc Coma. But they didn’t
last long and failed to even finish the morning
80 TEM

race. The rest of the entry was made up of mad
Italians, lots of Italians, that simply wanted to
have a go. Also having a go for the first time
were Brits Wayne Braybrook and Juan Knight.
Sticking with the ‘race of two halves’ theme
introduced last year, riders again had to compete
in a five-hour morning qualifying enduro with
the top 50-percent passing through into the main
event. With the fastest rider getting first pick on
the starting grid for the feature event, simply
qualifying without too many dramas was what
most were happy to do. Unfortunately for
Welshman Edward Jones that wasn’t the case as
he departed the goat track along which he was
riding only to find himself stuck at the bottom

Vroom with a view: The parc ferme at
Hell’s Gate was truly spectacular...

of a steep ravine until such time as he was
rescued. Managing to still finish the morning
race, he wasn’t allowed to pass through into
the main event. Knighter, Wayne, Juan and
Manxman Ben Begbie did however.

Taking Control: The Race...

By virtue of topping the morning race, Knighter
is given prime spot on the starting grid for the
main event. With his open face helmet and a grin
from ear to ear, it’s clear that David will soon be
in control of the race.

Seven-time world champion Anders Eriksson
looks pensive, ‘It was bad enough this morning,
I don’t want to think what the main race will
be like.” But he doesn’t have time to think
because with the drop of a flag the race is
underway - and it's Anders who leads.

... For six seconds. That's how long it takes for
Knighter to hit the front of the race, before
any of them have even reached the
dirt. And as the riders disappear off
up the first of many climbs, and 1
head for the first known trouble
spot, it seems as if the inevitable
has already happened and riders
were right to stay away.

Crouched in position at the
steepest part of the first spectator
point the sound of Knighter’s
buzzing two-stroke can be heard
long before it can be seen. On the
sheer bank on which I, a handful
of British supporters and some
enthusiastic locals are all perched,
ice covers much of the ground

1% f

making standing difficult. It must make riding a
whole lot more interesting.

David arrives first. One of only a handful of
riders who knows what to expect of the course

having ridden it last year, the grin that was firmly

planted on his face at the start of the race is still
in place. Pausing for a moment at the bottom of
the rock-littered climb he sets off only to run out
of momentum with three metres still to climb.
‘Bugger,” he mutters, calmly gets off his bike and
assists dragging it to the top of the climb.

A little while later and Wayne Braybrook
arrives. Seemingly in more of a hurry to get to
the top of the climb than Knighter, he puts his
trials skills to good use and without too much
bother is soon on his way. Leaving Italian specta-
tors wondering who the rider on the Honda was.

Things are looking good as David's brother
Juan appears next, as the third placed rider.

The Brits are looking strong. And when
Eriksson unceremoniously loops his
bike out as he attacks the very same
climb that proved easy for the
Knight brothers and Braybrook,
it becomes clear to everyone
watching that an all-British
top three is becoming a
& distinct possibility
On the second and third
laps little changes apart from
the sky darkening and the dis-
tance between the riders widens.
Knighter still leads with
his grin unaltered,
Wayne holds down
a strong second
™M 81
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place with Juan third. Then there is a gap - a big
gap - until Anders arrives. Seemingly aware of
the fact that only a problem to one of the riders
ad of him will see him finish top three, he
once again makes a mess of the
rocky, icy climb. Watching a multi-world-enduro-

dmmpmn struggle like this brings home just how

well each of the three Brits are riding

With the race having suddenl ived at

ap it’s time to head for the finish and

Hell’s Peak. Leaving behind the large crowd of
spectators, I head towards an even bigger crowd
that has gathered on “the hill’. Close to 100m
long, near vertical at the top and illuminated
by half a dozen spotlights hanging from the
surrounding trees, it's }\nlghtm that arrives at
its base first.

As the commentator livens up the crowd
attacks the climb arriving halfway up befor
having to dismount. Swamped by enthusiastic

spectators, he makes several attempts to climb
further up the hill before his bike is attached to
ropes and starts its unpredictable journey to the

top. Trying to direct the passionate Italians, David

all but gives up, comes close to breaking his arm
and decides instead to let them manhandle his
bike to the top while he holds firmly to the han-
dlebars. Less than 10-minutes after he arrived
on the hill, Knighter is at the top. Knackered,

relieved and nnl\ a few seconds away from being

8000 euros better off, Knighter has done it again.

Mobbed by spectators, all wanting to shake his
hand, David arrives on the podium to receive his

trophy and cheque. ‘That was effing hard,” he
says to the Manx contingent that travelled to
support him before having a microphone thrust

s2 TBM

in front of him. It's
time for the Manx
charm. ‘I crashed
not far from the
finish and damaged

Three Brits on a podium:
Now there’s a thing you
don't see every day...

my lights,” he says,

ngs a bit
harder but I really
enjoyed the last lap.
It's great to win, |
hope we can make
it a British one-two-
three.’

Impromptu
speech over David
works his way back
through the crowd
to help Wayne and
Juan to the finish,
the grin on his face
is now even bigger
than ever.

With yet more hand shaking and back-pattir
David arrives on the hill as Wayne is halfway up.
Doing his bit to join the communal effort that
n\cnmnll\ gets Bindy to the top, Knighter looks
as if he could have ridden another four laps.
Was the event not hard enough for him?

But before long there are two Brits on the hill,
Wayne at the top and Juan at the bottom. Set
upon by a gang of (mainly Welsh and now sober)
supporters, Juan struggles to ke 5 hold of his
bike as it arrives at the top of the slope without
him. Clambering on his hands and knees he’s
eventually reunited with his machine and joins

Wayne on the podium.

All with stories to tell, and all clearly u1|0\ ing
the atmosphere - and the fact that there isn’t an
Italian, Swede, Spaniard or Finn in sight - three
Brits standing on the podium certainly isn’t an
everyday happening.

Later that night at the gala dinner and p
giving ceremony the three Brits, along with the
only other two event finishers, Anders Eriksson
and Italian Andrea Beconi, receive the applause
they deserve. All five made it to the finish of the
race but everyone knows it’s the Brits that really
shone at Hell’s Gate “05. Roll on Next year...

RESULTS

1 DAVID KNIGHT KTM

2 WAYNE BRAYBROOK HONDA

3 JUAN KNIGHT GAS GAS

4 ANDERS ERIKSSON HUSQUARNA

5 ANDREA BECONI YAMAHA
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¢AT THE TOP

THE TOUGH ONE, NANTMAWR QUARRY,
OSWESTRY, 20 FEBRUARY
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uys, as soon as Knighter has left the start
I need you to move these barriers so th
spcctat'nrs are kept away from the start area,’
croaked Steve Ireland, the man responsible for
»ugh One - Britain’s first extreme sprint
hare scramble race.
Masked behind a woolly hat and sunglasses
with loudspeaker in hand, the strain of running

® ot to nothing in

managed to overhaul
for a well-deserved

place...

profile” event was
starting to show,
despite having
organised hun-
dreds of hare
scramble events
over recent years.
With all but a
few of Britain’s
best having turned up to compete and spectators
paying to ‘see the show ve knew he could
afford to make no mistakes whatsoever.

So what was it that made Steve Ireland and
the Wirral Off-Road club want to run The Tough
One? The event would end up costing thousands
of pounds for the ‘right’ venue, and earn them

’ rom the

45 competing riders. And then,

they’d have to put up a prize

fund of £2500.

‘I wanted to be the first

organiser in the UK to pull

off something a little different,’

explained Steve. ‘We have a

me grown talent in
David Knight and I knew that
he would really make an event
like The Tough One a real
success. Now that he earns
living competing in mainland
Europe, few British spectators
get the chance to see how
8¢ eally is. In Europe
they have extreme events like
the Extreme Lumezzane, Shark
Extreme and Hell’s Gate and
I felt that the UK could do
with something similar.

‘1 knew deep down the Wirral Off-Road

could organise such an event so we decided to go

for it. But it had to be different - that's why we

nvited the top riders in the country, as we knew

we had a cracking venue that was perfect for a

two-hour, short, sharp and exciting hare scramble

race.” And that’s exactly what the Tough C

proved to be...

massive

LT ARA AL ALRRLRWAN

And Now For Someth
Completely Different
Making the event stand out from other hare
scramble events was a challenge, but the coup
de grace was Knighter starting five minutes
behind his pro-class competitors - just to see
how good he really is!

Then there was the prize money. £250 for the
rider leading the race at the end of the first lap,
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Desp/itu frosty start, gpod conditions
made the event more enjoyable.,.
7

another £250 for the rider leading at the end of
the first hour, a £1000 for the race winner, £500
for the first expert class rider home and finally,
the return of the £50 entry fee to the second to
tenth placed expert finishers.

Next up was the fact that only riders were
allowed into the re-fuelling area, making it a
100-percent self-service mid-race stop for fuel,
drink and goggles for all. Then there was the
course. Not the usual up-hill-and-down dale
affair, no, The Tough One had to be, well...

tough. And it was.

With ground frost making things just that
little bit trickier, the seven to 25-minute long lap
(depending on whether you were Knighter or a
mid-pack expert), saw lers negotiate their way
up and down tight ‘n’ twisty climbs, across rocks,
fields, logs and tyres for two tiring hours. As a
former downhill mountain bike venue the quarry
also provided hard-standing for parking oth-
er thing that made the race different from most
‘park in a field’ type events.

Best Of British

But to make the event work and get spectators
to come and watch would take more than just a
good course, so 20 of Britain’s top riders were
invited and agreed to compete. With all of them
coming from the UK enduro and cross-country
scene, some were chosen for the entertainment
value they would add, while others simply for
20 TEBM

With no support allowed in the pits

riders had to do their own refuelling...

te he could start the race.:. You'd ; 7'?\
have thought hed have beeggbetter prepared... o

B

When you've
got as many
world cham-
pionships as
Mario Rinaldi
has, you can
afford to
smile...

When The Going Gets Tough...

event organiser Steve Ireland

'3 he man-hours that went into the
planning, promoting and general

organisation of the event was just phenomenal.

I didn’t want to leave anything to chance with
it being a much higher profile event than most
Wirral-Off Road races.

‘Also, with the top riders committing to it,
loads of sponsors agreeing to support it and
a TV presence, I didn’t want anything to go
wrong. With the superb team of friends and
helpers that we have at the club I feel we put
on a good show. I've certainly learnt a lot from
the day - you can’t rush anything when organ-
ising something like The Tough One. You
always need to be prepared to listen and
always do what you say you are going to do.

‘I travelled out to Italy for the Hell’s Gate
event purely to have a look at what Fabio
Fasola and his organising team did and to
see just how extreme the event was. I wanted
to find out as much as I could as to how they
dealt with spectators and also how much
sponsorship was involved. I picked up a load
of information out there and realised things
would have to be done differently in Britain.

‘At The Tough One we just couldn’t allow
lots of spectators onto the course to help the
riders like they do in Italy because it’s too
dangerous. Also, because the Italian organisers
didn’t seem to worry about it too much they
were able to have more ‘extreme’ sections in
their course - we just can’t do that in Britain.

I knew then that some riders might complain
that the event wasn’t tough enough but it's my
job to think about rider and spectator safety as
it's my neck that would be on the chopping
block if something did go wrong.

‘Now that it’s all over I feel the event went
really well and was run safely with plenty of
entertainment for the spectators and a good
challenge for the riders. The TV production
team being there was great and the weather,
despite being cold, also helped make a great
day. Having Mario Rinaldi compete and then
present the trophies and spray champagne
over the winners was fantastic. I'm very, very
happy with the way it went.’




Knighter overcame the deficit of
havingto ridé in his socks... to
win the event by four minutes!

their results and bike riding skills.

With established hare scramble riders
like Edward Jones, Richard Hay and Mark
Jackson lining up alongside former British
Enduro Champion Ady Smith, Chris Tett,
enduro-turned-rallye rider Mick Extance,
Chris Hockey, Tim Lewis, Rob Wrayford,
Tim Foreman, Chris Birch, Andrew Cripps,
John Shirt and Paul Bolton, the compact
entry list read like a who's who of the BEC.
With the exception of Paul Whibley and
Daryl Bolter, who were both subsequently
unable to ride due to injury, the list of names
in the pocket-sized programme remained
unchanged.

At the sharp end of the entry was Juan
Knight, triple World Enduro Champion
Mario Rinaldi from Italy and of course
David Knight. Making his last pre-WEC and
BEC appearance aboard a two-stroke before
switching back to his trusty 525 KTM, the
questions of ‘can Knighter win?’ and ‘how long
will it take him to hit the front?” was all that
everyone wanted to know before the start.

“Yes” and ‘one-hour 12 minutes’ turned out to
be the subsequent answers.

Making A Show Of It

To have David sat twiddling his thumbs waiting
for the five minutes to pass before he could start
the event would have been anything but exciting
92 TEM
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to watch... so instead, he had to put on both his
riding boots - having been stood in his socks
waiting for the start of the race - before fitting
both wheels into his KTM. With that done he was
free to go and that's when the real race started.

The pro-class riders left the start in a frantic
rush all hoping to make it back to the end of the
first lap in the lead and earn £250. Only one rider
could claim the prize though and it was David’s
brother Juan who did - the one rider David
hoped it wouldn't be.

Knighter knew that if his brother got away
cleanly at the start then things could be a whole
lot harder for him - Juan was the only rider
David feared. As Juan comfortably maintained
his lead at the front of the race, all eyes were
looking out for David, who was already clawing
his way through the expert class riders with less
than a lap completed.

After the first lap, and as the leading pro riders
caught the tail end of the experts, the continually
circulating mass of competitors made it tricky
to work out which riders were in what position.

Behind Juan was former trials rider Andrew
Cripps, before he faded back to finish in an
eventual tenth place. Edward Jones, Mark
Jackson and Paul Bolton all ended up placing
well, but Italian Mario Rinaldi suffered a bad
start and was close to last of the pro-class riders
with only Knighter and a few others behind him.

As lap after lap passed, Juan remained out
front and David played catch-up. Dealing with
the course’s trickiest obstacles as if they simply
didn’t exist, only the fact that the other riders
were struggling in places acted as a reminder of
just how well the two front-runners were riding.

The Manxman managed to find grip in places
others failed to and reduced his brother’s lead
with each passing lap. Just before the race’s
mid-way point David was within sight of the
leading trio and, knowing that a win was on the
cards, seemed to gain confidence with every lap.
Hopping his way through the feet-up, trials-like
sections of the course, he simply jumped across
the “tyre section” as if he were dropping off
nothing more severe than a kerb.

It’s A Knockout
Just after re-fuelling Knighter finally took the
lead from his brother, having taken advantage of
Juan’s problem with a sticking throttle - but not
before managing to knock his brother off his bike
halfway up one of the course’s trickier climbs!
Because of this unfortunate coming together, poor
Juan had to return to the bottom of the hill for
another attempt at it. So much for brotherly love!
Despite the fact that David had now reached
the front of the pro class and was headed for
certain victory, the show still wasn’t over. Free
from the pressure of having to catch up the lost
five minutes, Knighter started to play with the
course as if he were out practicing with some
mates. Unable to resist the urge to show-boat a
little as the final laps counted down, he proved
without a shadow of doubt why he is best when
it comes to one-off and extreme off-road races.
David eventually crossed the finish line four
minutes up on his brother and a further four
minutes ahead of third place Edward Jones, who

had managed to sneak ahead of Rinaldi in the
closing stages of the final lap.

Billed as being ‘as challenging and enjoyable
for riders as it would be entertaining for specta-
tors’ Knighter’s talents on a bike, coupled with
the efforts of all the competitors and the hard
work put in by the Wirral Off-Road crew resulted
in an event that delivered what it had promised.

Well worthy of the “Tough One” title, as the car
park emptied, Steve Ireland could finally relax,
his dream ofrunning ‘something a little different’
well and truly achieved...

PRO CLASS RESULTS

[B DAVID KNIGHT KTM 16 LAPS
r3N JUAN KNIGHT GAS 16 LAPS
KB EDWARD JONES KTM 16 LAPS
L3N MARIO RINALDI HUSABERG 16 LAPS
Ll ADY SMITH KTM 15 LAPS
3 MARK JACKSON KTM 15 LAPS
AN PAUL BOLTON BETA 15 LAPS
I TIM LEWIS ™ 15 LAPS
MARTIN SANDIFORD HONDA 15 LAPS
ANDREW CRIPPS GAS GAS 15 LAPS
JOHN SHIRT GAS GAS 15 LAPS
RICHARD HAY YAMAHA 15 LAPS
ROB WRAYFORD YAMAHA 15 LAPS
CHRIS TETT HUSABERG 14 LAPS
CHRIS HOCKEY HUSQUARNA 14 LAPS
TOM SAGAR GAS GAS 14 LAPS
TIM FOREMAN KTM 14 LAPS
CHRIS BIRCH HUSQUARNA 12 LAPS

MICK EXTANCE HONDA

JUSTIN WILSON

DARREN WHEELER YAMAHA 15 LAPS
ROB WARNER YAMAHA 14 LAPS
BEN BEGBIE GAS GAS 14 LAPS
ASHLEY WoOD HONDA 13 LAPS
ANDY HACKETT HUSQUARNA 13 LAPS
IAN JONES YAMAHA 13 LAPS
WILLIAM JONES KTM 13 LAPS
KIERAN HANKIN HUSABERG 13 LAPS
PAUL HERBERT YAMAHA 13 LAPS
GRANT SMITH HONDA 13 LAPS
RICH WARNER KTM 12 LAPS
MICK IRVING KTM 12 LAPS
NEIL BOYD YAMAHA 12 LAPS
JASON CROSSLAND GAS GAS 11 LAPS
IAN BARNETT GAS GAS 11 LAPS
ANTHONY SUTTON KAWASAKI 11 LAPS
CHRIS WHITEHOUSE ~ HUSOUARNA 11 LAPS
PAUL WATSON KTM 10 LAPS
ANTHONY DEAN YAMAHA 10 LAPS
IAN MCMAHON KTM 10 LAPS
JOHN PEARSON HUSABERG 7 LAPS
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taly’s first indoor enduro saw many
of the big names in WEC battle it
out around Genova’s Palasport arena.

|

I Sadly Salminen, Merriman and Aro were

| absent from the line-up, but the crowd

‘ were still treated to an awesome display

' of riding skills.

| The course proved to be one of the best

\ indoor tracks to date, and with plenty of

. rocks, logs, watersplashes, a steep bank
and even a selection of supercross-style

| jumps, it proved a real test for the world

‘ level riders.

It was a good day at the office for the
Brits, as David Knight lead Paul Eddy
home for a UK one-two. Home-crowd
favourite Alessandro Botturi took third, -
despite only scraping into the final as the
‘promoters choice’ after failing to qualify
through both the semis and ‘last chance’
qualifier..! Here's to 2006...

g _’i:"?‘{é S




KNIGHT

'"THE GUY
CLC
GOOD [AND
DROPPING T
DIDON'T, WHICH

he past four weeks since my last
column have been pretty extreme.
Not just in the context that I've been
extremely busy as the new season
approaches, but extreme because
my last three events have all been
unconventional races - the Genova
Indoor Enduro, Hell’s Gate and The
Tough One. Each as different as the
next, I think I've only seen a time
card once in the past three months.
The relative lull of activity over
Christmas and New Year is very much

BRITAIN'S TOP
ENDURO RIDER WRITES

EXCLUSIVELY FOR TBM..

a distant memory now as the pre-
season three T’s - training, testing and
travelling - have well and truly kicked
in. With my race team for the year -
Farioli KTM - being based in Bergamo,
Northern Italy, this year in general
is going to be more hectic simply
because of the extra travel involved.

I've got to say that 2005 has started
in the best possible way. Last month
I signed off by saying that I hoped I'd
have won an event or two before my
next missive and I have. The first was
the Genova event. [ was feeling really
confident going into the event and the
buzz surrounding the race because it
was the first of the season made it
really enjoyable. Seeing all the riders
in their new colours and on their new
bikes is always exciting although it
did take a bit of getting used to.

The track was awesome, every bit
as enjoyable as the Las Vegas circuit
I raced late last year. It was probably
the best indoor track I've ridden on
because it offered more than just one
or two lines over each obstacle and

SPEEU

wasn't just lots of straights linked
together with 180-degree turns. As a
result, I hope that indoor enduros will
now be a permanent feature in Italy.

The three races prior to the final
all went exceptionally well as 1
didn’t need to push too hard and
still managed to come away winning.
When the final came I started next to
Paul Edmondson, having spotted that
he seemed to have figured out when
the gate was dropping. The only
problem was the guy starting the races
had also clocked the fact that we'd
clocked him and stitched us up good
and proper. Pretending he was going
to drop the start gates he, well, didn’t,
which completely messed up our
starts. Then, banging bars with both
my Spanish team-mate Ivan Cervantes
and Italian Alessandro Botturi, | was
lucky to make it to the first turn at all.

Thankfully, a good line and a little
courage soon saw me in third with just
Eddy and Italian Alessio Paoli ahead
of me. Within a couple of laps I was
leading, having put on a bit of a spurt
and claimed the win comfortably.
Although I was expected to win by
a lot of people I was certainly glad
to have done so, especially as it was
the first race of the season and all.

My next event was the Hell’s
Gate, which again I felt under a little
pressure to win. As everyone knows,
I thrive on challenging races and have
a pretty good track record in them, but
people seem to forget just how tough
some of the events are and that I'm
only human and mistakes do happen.
While it’s nice to be recognised as the
rider expected to win it can sometimes
get a bit much. I can’t imagine what it
must be like for Valentino Rossi.

The event was great fun and the
8000 euro winner’s prize was a nice
bonus but the race was lacking

Leading light: David fights his way
through the dark at Hell’s Gate...

something this year,
namely WEC regulars.
Anders Eriksson, fair
play to him, rode but
was the only ‘top’
rider other than
myself that wanted to
be there. It makes me
laugh that riders say
that there’s no money
to be won in enduros
but when there is they
don’t want to try and
win it. Okay, so the
event is difficult but if
I were organising an
event I'd want riders
to earn their pay -
wouldn’t you? What
made the weekend even better was the fact that
Wayne Braybrook and my brother Juan both
finished up on the podium with me. Which

was a really great feeling.

From Hell’s Gate it was back to the Farioli
team base for three days of tyre testing. With the
team having switched from Michelin to Metzeler
we’ve had loads of testing to do, and it still isn’t
finished. I then headed to Spain to stay with Ivan
Cervantes for a few days, and what a few days
it was. The area on which Ivan trains is one of
the best places I've ever ridden. I won’t tell you
exactly where it is, I'll just tell you what he has
to train on. As well as motocross special tests,
extreme tests, cross-country tests and miles and
miles of enduro tracks, he also has a supercross
track and his own indoor (but it's outdoors)
enduro track - three laps of which and I was
finished. Depending on how things go testing
back on the Island, I might head back there prior
to the first two rounds of the WEC in early April.

The Tough One brought my ‘extreme month’
to a close and marked pretty much the last time
I'll ride a two-stroke competitively until after
the WEC and BEC is over. It prnv-cd to be a
great race, which I managed to win ahead of
my brother Juan and Edward Jones.

What made the event really enjoyable for me

was the fact that it wasn’t so difficult that I was
exhausted when I finished it, like I was at Hell’s
Gate. What also made it good fun was that there
was a decent amount of prize money up for grabs
and was extremely well supported with loads of
spectators - two things that we don’t often get

at ‘off-road’ events in Britain.

I'll be honest, as soon as | agreed to start the
race five minutes behind the rest of the pro class
riders I knew that I'd have a job on my hands
beating my brother, especially if he started well.
And when I saw that Juan was leading the race
from the start, and knowing that I would have
to pass all the expert class riders before even
getting anywhere near the pro lot, I wasn’t
overly confident that I would win.

As it turned out I managed to get past most of
the experts without too much trouble and then
I was able to pick-off the pro riders one at a time
until I had a ‘coming together’” with Juan, which
saw me take the lead.

I think I can speak for pretty much all the
riders when I say that the race was a great idea
and that the track was tough but not overly
difficult. It's great to see somebody try and raise
the profile of off-road events. I just hope that
because I won this year I won’t have to start
even further behind next year...
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performance en hancmc: products

OUAD, TRAIL, ENDURO, MX PERFORMANGE EXHAUSTS

" BUCKLAND HILL NAIDSTONE, KENT
MANUFACTURER: UK DiSTRIBUTOR:
TEL: 01622 765353 TEL: 01372 378000

WWW_DEPPiPES.COM

Geard Limited 3 Halfleet, Market Deeping, Peterborough, PE6 808 Tel: 01778 345653
ENDURO * SUPERMOTO ¢ MOTOCROSS © CLOTHING © PARTS ACCESSORIES * TYRES

WEHAVEALLTHEGEARAYOURENDURONEEDS!

2005POWERWEARNEWBIKESPOWERPARTS
AVAILABLEINSTOREANDONLINE

£300 worth
of Powerparts
— = FREE with all new
[ — 2005 EXC's

@ @ T offroadonlineshopping
» B www.dirtbikebook.com

mailorderhotline01778380380 ~ W4 &2

CLOTHING DEPT NOW OPEN - FULL RANGE l)7.\h\1‘ LOTHING STOCKED

2005 KTM S NOW IN STOCK IN OUR NEW SHOWROOM
,,:H 1l N | f] ,Tﬁ:,“l) f.““‘\'jm} € 5 | F‘. |\ O _“|
G \| ‘;{e ) WEBSITE
KTM EXC 250RFS, SMC 620 950 ADVENTURE BETA ALP 200 & 350 DEMO BIKES
Call and arrange a test ride on any of our Demo bikes

Fallvange || GOOD MONEY PAID |
Trials, Trail | 1‘ FOR NICE USED 1

&Endwo | | TRAIL & ENDURO N,

oy BIKES £££ i

OAKLEYS YARD, BEECH AVENUE, LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM HONDACRMZSO ULL
011 5 973 2466 CRDPIPES&GUARDS :

FINANCEARRANGED WOT

OFFICIAL UK DEALERS

All models available, Trails and

Enduro. Always a good selection

in stock. Spares stockists — mail
order specialists

HF RIALSPORT
NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE

Tel: 01469 532600 * Fax: 01469 531743
WEST MARSH LANE, BARROW HAVEN
LINCOLNSHIRE DN19 7HA

Honda
CRF150/230s

We offer a range of
after-market parts for
these bikes to
dramatically increase
power delivery and
improve handling, or
buy your bike from us
modified to your
requirements.

£2195

sed £2400 O montcesao
(531 V()ﬂ many extras 1o list £3950

A large selection of used MX/Enduro bikes always available: KTM/CRF450/YZF450 etc




2

! ! 01395 272491

K STREET AND TRACK

The NEW
990
. Super Duke

The one

the one
everyone says is
awesome

Be one of the few
to get your hands
on one.

SPRING
DELIVERY

Order now from
KTM specialists
Albion...

Tel:

website:
www.albion.gh.com

». Your Championship Winning Deulelf

everyone wants -

HondatSpecialist
ZlEnduro)
ZlMotorcross)

IS upermoto
MachinelSetup]
jLuning]

Suspension

{

¥y

FESTIrEDID)Y

RACING.COM

ZlISDE|REplical REN

Ring|EordDetails | it

A

LT

B o’
%GB) Enduro LegalkTitanium

S|Iencers nowlavailable

01926 855541

Unit D Princes Drive,

Coventry Road,

Warwickshire
CV8 2FD

Run by enthusiasts,

Kenilworth

- lazer helmets

mxb chromium/
mxé Itd £119.99

:’f for enthusiasts

freeride
£59.99

xpro2/ raptor E

email: enquires@www.behind-bars.co.uk £M.99

FAST EDDY RACING LTD
UNIT 18B, COBBETT ROAD,

RQRNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK,

STAFFORDSHIRE, WS7 3GL.
info@fasteddyracing.com
TEL / FAX : 01543 270600

V am
L.J

ONFIRIZ

ZONE 1,

BURNTWOOD,

full range of gas gas.
xcting, sinisalo and
hebo trials & enduro
clothing

helmets

in stock, all lazer, airoh,
hebo and cts trials &
enduro helmets

boots

exciting selection of

oxtar, GAR, diadora.
hebo enduro & trails
boots

tyres

pirelli michelin mitas
dunlop bridgestone

irc bf goodrich



The incredible
Honda CRF230F

« Electric start
» Lightweight

- The ultimate green I
+ Demos available

Price £2995.00 OTR

Sole UK importers: Conquest Motorcycles
Tel: 01202 820009 ¢ Email: sales@conquestmotorcycles.com

% o Genuine UK Bikes in Stock 4,3@
““‘ Professionally built - PDI - After Care Service

9" LATEST HEBO carbon fibre helmets
NOW IN STOCK!
Only MO0 gsm
Fully removable lining
Gold ACU approved
Double O fastener
Lirnited stock-OROER NOW
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE ITEMS

Power Box Cover - Exhausts - FAiywheel Weights - Engine Porting/Tuning - Rebuilds & Modifications
UK’s Leading Gas Gas Enduro Specialists & Stockist

Spo:l yourself from only £299 per month

Large
2 bike
garage

e 2005 model NG5 Europeo A, 2005 model 677 TC Superbng
IN STOCK 5 ‘04 K™ L, N STOCK
Ford Transit 2.4TD 525 MXC < Ford Transit 2.4TD

115 or 137 bhp, 6 speed, 6 berth > 500 miles, as new }’ 115 or 137 bhp, 6 speed, 6 berth
large 2 bike workshop L~ £4 299 > large 2 bike workshop, showeritoilet
showerltoilet AN truma heater, 3 burner gas hob

truma heater, 3 burner gas hob 3 way fridge freezer, electric step
3 way fridge freezer electric roof fan, body moulding and side
roofrack and ladder skirts, outside light, roofrack and ladder

air-con, electric windows air-con, electric windows
CD player, PAS, ABS, CD player, PAS, ABS,
From £22,999 + VAT* or £299 per month From £25,999 + VAT* or £341 per month

OFFICIAL UK RIMOR MOTORHOME DEALER Typigal Tinahes anampie AR
LOTS OF OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE WITH OR Cash Price inc VAT £27,900
WITHOUT GARAGE - CALL TO ARRANGE VIEWING . SRS
AVAILABLE IN LEFT OR RIGHT HAND DRIVE 120 Payments ; £299

ARISTOCARS [FERGE

422 Whaddon Way, Bletchley

ALL ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE:
* PRESSURE WASH TANKS

* AWNINGS « TOWBARS

* ALARMS * AERIALS

Milton Keynes MK3 7LB
Tel: 01908 648877 www.rimor.it

AN & BOND
FULL '05 EXC 0§M°T°x
ENDURO RANGE  CRF250x NOW
NOW IN!! IN'

SMALL NUMBER
T CRF

AVAILABLE zsox '“ On the road

ALL UK MODELS - BEST PRICES INC.SPARES PACKAGE + FULL SPARES & WORKSHOP BACK UP. FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - SERVICE & REPAIRS ORALL BIKES
i N FIND USAT UNIT 5 SHAILS LANE TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE BAI4 8NS

 E/FOWLERS W fowiers.co.ulk 0117 972 5511

A ] FOR CRDNCE 2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR 0797 325 2435 (out of hours)

All prices correct at time of going to press. Pictures for illustration only. Terms and conditions apply.




Gavin Hockey Molorcw

Unit 1, Challenge Way
Hythe Hill, Colchester
Essex CO1 2LY

Tel: 01206 791155
Fax: 01206 795263
Mob: 07771 986592

email:

o t.com

www.ghmotorcycles.com
Part exchange welcome

Low Rate Finance Available
Delivery anywhere in the UK

24 months warranty on all bikes

Full range of 2005 models in stock  Full range of 2005 models in stock

GH SPECIALS - NEW 04 HUSQVARNAS

3 months guarantee on all bikes

$ suzuki SCOTT USED BIKES - all ready to race
03 KTM 4508X £3195 04 Husqvarna SRM450 £4795
04 Suzuki RM125 £2695 04 KTM 450 SX, mint £3695
= 04 Honda CR125, mint £2795 99 Kawasaki KRL650 £1895
Qa 04 Honda CRF250F £3900 02 Yamaha YZF250F (x3) from £2495
m 5 04 Honda CRF280F £3895 02 Gas Gas EC300 £1995
% 03 Husqvarna WR250 £2995 04 Yamaha YZF450 £2995
93 Honda CRM250 £1695 03 Honda CRF450 £2995
Bplegme  EHusqvarna 03 Husqvarna WR250 £2795 04 Husqvarna TE250 £3495
PLUS MANY OTHER LEADING BRANDS 91 Kawasaki KRL250 £995 04 Honda CRF450 £3495
03 Yamaha TTR250 £3495 : feite
04 Yamaha WR250F 4195 To view more visit: www.ghmotorcycles.com
V’S}Am &» 01 KTM 400 SXE/S £2495 HUGE SELECTION OF QUADS & KIDS BIKES
,@‘L
W tf 20504
Full range of Moto-x, Trial, Supermoto and Enduro Bikes
: At UNBEATABLE Prices!!!
ecial ers
Sp Off HONDA
New Revolutionary Rekluse z-start auto-clutch.
— Was £425 YAMAHA
N & Now £395 KAWASAKI
4 HUSQVARNA
d 110cc 4Stroke X-Sports
Was £995 = 2
Now £775 ~~ RocKolL
. Also Full Range Of Clothing,Accessories And Spares Available

@

Unit 5 Tomo Estate,Packet Boat Lane,

05 models NOW in stock, Phone for

unbeatable Prices.

www .PureDirtMoto-x.com
E mcnl &les@PureDirtMofo-x com.

exi==re nZin 22 [ €3

(2SS KEEP IS

Authorised Husqvarna & Gas Gas Dealers

FAPMororcycLES

128 Milton Road Gravesend Kent DA12 2PG
Tel: 01474 532967

22572

Husqvarna
FULL RANGE IN STOCK

Stockists of:

CASCAS

Princess Works

irds Royd Lane

. . and much more!!!

Wiy rornotorcyclss.co

aly
sl dy

1k

[Foncnenll =~ Glicas ca ST

Ol =asmmp LO7=T% GEMAD acturisn
West Yorkshire's Leading Motorcycle Centre

[ Bots cazz» S04

MAIL ORDER PARTS * FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES * OPEN TUES-FRI 9-6, SAT 9-5 « PARTEX & FINANCE AVAI-I.-ABLE

NG

(I:-I) Husqvarna

GASGAS  EC200 NEW  £4262 SUZUKI  DRZ400 SK4 NEW otr£3,595
GAS GAS EC250 NEW  £4322 SUZUKI DR350 ‘clean’ 921  £1,495
GASGAS  EC300 NEW £4322 YAMAHA  TTR250 RAID elec. start 95M  £1,595
HONDA TRANSALP f5.h 01Y  £3595 HUSQVARNA TE450 NEW 2005  £5,599
HONDA XRA00R NEW  £3995 HUSQVARNA SM450R NEW 2004  £4,995
HONDA  XR250R 00V  £2495 HUSQVARNA SM610 NEW 2005 £5,799
MOTOROMA 50cc AUTO MRX2 NEw  £895 HUSQVARNA TE250 NEW 2005 £5,499
MOTOROMA S0cc4 SPEED MRX4 ~ NEW  £1,395 HUSQVARNA WRE125 NEW 2005 £3,299
MOTOROMA S0cc MRX-3 NEW  £1,095 HUSQVARNA WXES0 NEW  £2,100

HUSQVARNA WXE125
HUSQVARNA SM570R ‘as new’
HUSQVARNA TE510
HUSQVARNA SM125

MASAI
MASAI
BETA
KT™M
KT™M

NEW 2005

02/02
NEW 2005
NEW 2005
NEW
NEW

£2,795
£3,995
£5,699
£3,399

£995
£1,995

50cc QUAD

150 QUAD road legal
ALP200 ‘as new’ 02/51  £1,995
380EXC 99T  £1,995
525EXC '14 hours use’ 04/54(05) £4,995

OPENING 1st MARCH 2005

LA BKING

71 HIGH STREET, BRACKLEY
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN13 7BW

ALL NEW 3000 sq.ft SHOWROOM DEDICATED
TO ALL YOUR OFFROAD NEEDS

KEEP BIKING LTD, UNIT 5B LUPTON ROAD, THAME IND EST., THAME, OXON OX9 3SE « PHONE: 01844 261372

NN WEEN SN BENN NENN BN NNNN BNSN BNSN SN BENN NN B
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BHONDA HKAWASAKE YAMANA

EUROPE'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF FRAME GUARDS & SKID PLATES
FOR ENDURO & MOTOCROSS BIKES

BASH PLATES £55 W
Available for for
e DRZ400 e XR250 & 400
e YZF250 & 450 * KTM250-525
*CRF450

RADIATOR BRACES
NOW AVAILABLE FOR
MOST MODELS
* \WRF250 & 450 ® KXF250 « RMZ250
£39.50
FRAME GUARDS £35
SKID PLATES £39.50
Available for most models 1996 - 2004

FRAME GUARDS NOW AVAILABLE FOR
* KXF250 & = RMZ250

% S

2004 MODELS NOW IN STOCK
Full range and Secure Online Shop at
L WWW.GADGETRACINGPRODUCTS.COM
E-mail info gadget-racing demonco.uk MAIL ORDER Phone: 01858 880345 F )1858 880835 J

SUPERMOTD ENDURD MX
PARTS ACCESSORIES IN HAMPSHIRE
Www.macmoto.com
info@macmoto.com
01425 626035

XR CR

AFTER MARKET & DE PARTS é
250-400-450-650 :onoa
NOW STOCKING THE ===~

FULL RANGE OF SRC &
WRP PARTS

SR pe,
DVNL BT s

\E B

EREAEEL

e Casual and race wear from

e Come and see our showroom
for a full range of riding gear

* Fully equipped workshop
e Visit our website at

www.mototrail.co.uk

Tel: 01332 366 869
5 Clark Street, Derby DE1

+

FORCEFIELD
BODY ARMOUR

erformance

otection

T Pro technology

00 44 (0)1933 410818
00 44 (0)1933 315976
info@tprobodyarmour.co.uk

www.tprobodyarmour.co.uk

ALL 05 MODELS

INSTOCK “ 0!

New and Used, Power Wear, PowerjLI: 3
Parts, Servicing, Finance available. ""GE

colincollins

98-108 Pinner Road, Harrow ©)020 8861 1666
N ceaso)

www.colincollins.co.uk | Lo

A=E=M S \ew stock due in this month from £3995

www.ccmspares.com
For all CCM spares: Rotax 604, Suzuki 644/404
sories: sump guards, panels, huggers, end
frame guards, tyres, clothing, hand guards
handlebar risers, big bore kits: 640/710/440

Trall Tech Endurance Computers
Kits to fit most makes and models

Optional Endurance

= Billett Dash
Trall Tech HID bike and helmets kits F .
HMuminates the trall, a must have for the -

serious night time rider. [on foad use Oniv) £ 5
~

Other Trall Tech products available
Ny - Honda/Yamaha/ke k/ Side Stand
0 - CAF 250R-X & Y50 Flywheels

"’/R - ATV Computers & Billet Dash
Irail & Enduro Hardware

KTM 0Y - 05 Soft Complete Soft Seat
Rvallable in Standard and Tall Helghts

el

Devol Radlator Guard
kits for 2004-05 models

£
1
R

Latest Enduro Skid Plates
in Stock for 05 Yamaha
CRF 250-450 Honda

KTM 125 - 525

Telephone: O/I6Y2 554534

Emall: sales@dirtbikedepol.com

wuw. dirtbikedepot. com

motosupplies

Husqvarna authorised dealer and
specialised Husky parts distributor

¢ ALL NEW 04/05 MODELS IN STOCK
* LARGE STOCK OF USED HUSKYS

SPECIAL DEALS - NEW BIKES
CR125/04 m/x - £2995
TE250/04 4 st - £3995
TE510/04 4 st - £4600 1

[ TE510 c/w s/imoto wheels +tyres - £5200 |

\
|
\
\
l
LARGE STOCK OF USED HUSKY SPARES |
4A Preston Street, Carnforth, Lancs. LA5 9BY

TEL: 01524 734444 « FAX: 01524 735555




BavinNs OF Diss

B <€ Kawasaki @YAMAHA

WR250F 04
Qacess) £4500 LAZER
S All 2005 Ry
&1 9 stroke and T
(Arad) 4 stroke
P models in -
Frotizport stock now TG

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS - OR BUY ON-LINE
101 Victoria Road, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3JG
Tel/Fax: 01379 642631
Email: bavins@yamaha.eclipse.co.uk
www.bavinsmotorcycles.com

25 Wellington Street » Cheltenham e Gloucestershire ® GL50 1XZ
Sales: 01242 583985 ¢ Workshop: 01242 526911

VIO 1TCO-WARL
Worldwide mail order

YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD CEAR
ANSWER o ALPINE STARS ¢ 5BS * ND

ARAI| ¢« ACERBIS » NO FEAR » RENTHAL.

REIKON ¢ MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI ¢ YOKO

Vvictoria House, Church Street RUDGWICK,

west Sussex RHI2 3HJ
TEL: OIHOS3 823222 FAX: 0403 Badaae
e-mail: motoward@aol.com
specialist supplier of enduro & overland eq

www.motoward.co.uk

s veves |

i e
e

VISA MasterCard
[l

ADVENTURE In store

TEL: 01772 612 118

www.daveclarkeracing.com

07980 825208
01629 820111
01279 452666
0141 558 3000
0161 724 9518
01624 812390
01983 403388
01743 246009
01488 670400
01225 791179
07771 906991
01904 750101

CORNWALL Mud Off Road
DERBYSHIRE SR Off Road

ESSEX Demon Racing

GLASGOW Motorcycle Universe
GREATER MANCHESTER Scorpion Motorsport

ISLE OF MAN Paul Dedman Performance
ISLE OF WIGHT
NORTH WALES
SOUTH ENGLAND

Motohedz

S & S Racing

Gary Grover Racing
SOUTH WEST ENGLAND  Midwest Racing

WAKEFIELD AMS Pro
YORKSHIRE NTB

Sussex Sportmotorcycles

Saturday 19th March 2005 come and meet

Dakar riders Patsy Quick & Clive Town with their bikes

Enduro/Trail

ﬁ DAVE COOPER

RAILE

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS
Car Racks £55.95 inc P&P  Van/Motorhome Racks £65.95 inc P&P
44 Racks £79.95 inc. P&P
Junior Racks 50cc - B0ce Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc

Fits any vehicle with Britich Standard towbar, and you can still tow

with the bikerack in usel Made from 4mm British Steel tubing

and mig welded. Finished in protective enamel
Lightboards, tie down straps also available.

PRicE m(wo(s
o, um

TRAILERS
‘_ﬂ = Single Bike 219 '
N/ Double Bike £269
Treble Bike 319 '
Quad Trailers £345
DAVE COOPER TRAILERS
DEPT TB, UNIT 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsoll Street, Wrotham, Kent TN1S 7LH
E TEUFAX: 01732 820082 & 07860 702112 (MOBILE)

Hose & Cable
- Man ufactu rers :

TELEPHONE | 01604 589555 SHE™
DAVE ON | 07884 230488 vy roostracing.co.uk co.uk

KON FC STAND

DRC HC STAND WITH DAMPER

Unit103, K2 Business Centre, Heathfield Way, Dallington, Northampton, NN5 7QP

P SYRRK 370 B AU ity R R0l EBG
| —

B I VERTEMATI BIKES FOR SALE

ENDURO
“ ESO1 02 oW, ot s anen £4795
ESQT. 01 fresh motor sy o visian il £2295

E450 Electric black wheels .......... £5995

MOTOCROSS

(03T 0T s of 00 eomliciei e i A £5495
€500 01 verygood ................ £2995
SUPERMOTO - ROAD

SHOTIONROW. L e | i e £4995
5450 electric littte use .. ............ £5995

om
E SUPERMOTO - RACE
Coming soon — SR600 & S570R
Road bikes converted for track use
Engine rebuilds, racing & reliability mods

All parts available (except pistons, Jan05)
Silmotor exhausts - road & race

o‘mes

Tel 01665 51 0669

..!.ﬁtbf/k%

3A SAWMILL IND EST 5y
ALNWICK, NE66 2QW Q%

: 26667




Best Prices in UK?
Pirelli Motocross  wraz rxes w118 155 pair R
80/100 - 21 £30.95 £28.95
100/90 - 19 £36.95 £33.95
110/90 - 19 £37.95 £35.95 Off Road Bikes & Quads
110/100 - 18 £36.95 £35.95

Pirelli Scorpion Pro Enduro FIM & Road
Legal - As Fitted to KTM

90/90-21 £36.95
120/90-18 £39.95 Pair F/R £74.00
140/80 - 18 £42.95 Pair F/R £78.00

MT43 Trials 2.75-21 £32.00

@ Bum tank auxillary fuel tanks that hold 4-5

Ram, Buzz, Cobra,Thumpstar & Quadzilla

@ Importer of B&B aluminium bash plates and
products from Australia for most off Road bikes.

fitres and fit most dirt bikes (as featured in TBM),

@ Original supplier of the stainless steel gearbox spacers
and B&B aluminium case savers for the Suzuki DRZ400

www.tomsquadam}bike.co.ul?

170cc & 250cc Fully Road Legal Quads? »

n-’

Tel: 01233 740349
Mob: 07802 244455

[/ Supermoto * Enduro * Quads

offroad bikes always in stock

MAIL ORDER ON ALL PARTS, ACCESSORIES & CLOTHING

FE

2005 RANSE
NOW AVAILABLE

Full range of new and used

2005 RANGE IN STOCK

MT43 Trials 4.00-18 £42.00 {as featured in TBM) Email: tom@tomsquadandbike.co.uk Terry Rudd Motorcycles View our used bike selection at / TEL: 01257 470460
s : o @D [T @ee Pl Fen Road, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincs. PE128p  WWW.trmracing.co.uk = e el
Mail Order Tel: 01792 79514/ Kit & sares suppliesfor: MSR + WOLF » UFO » EGO Barkbustes from Austalia + Pro-grp » Tolon » Thumper Racing big bore kit + FMF & Dep exhaust « lpinetars Tel: 01406 422430 * Fax: 01406 424860  °mail: sales@trmracing.couk  HONDA -prolecauto.co.uk

Combined Off Road Enterprise Ltd
Tel: 01686 412157 Fax: 01686 412752
E-mail: coreuk@tiscali.co.uk

Aqua Range - Wet weather
gear that works !

@ i\

Courtesy: Positive Images

RRP
£80.00

Totton

d
Trailbikes %

81 Rumbridge Street, Totton, Hants
02380 871777 (shop hours) 07989 703553 (other times)

Used Japanese trail bikes always in
stock. Prices from £900 — Honda XRs,
Suzuki late model DR250s and others

See www.tottontrailbikes.co.uk for more

information and photos of stock
Please phone before visiting as not all stock is kept on site

BICYCLES & SKATEBOARD SPARES ALSO SOLD

Qur range of tread he best in traction and the quali
Trelleborg ¢ the highest possible resistance
both impact and ;memwo punctures. Careful matching of

to patterns produce extreme performance and exte

T-644
*Army Special

ooe
oso
ooo

esose

www.trelleborgtyres.co.uk

Available from: TRELLESPORT
Tel: 01865 390481 Mob: 07710 662296

For all your

OFFROAD
" [A Motorcycles

and
60 High Street, Berkhamsted

ENDURO
needs Hertfordshire HP4 2BP

Buffalo Enduro Jacket £89.99
Buffalo Enduro Jeans £79.99

Takachi TK60 Helmet £74.99
Takachi Kids Helmet £69.99
Step-on Stands £33.95
Diadora Boots from £135.00

LS};DTT
from £18.95

Scott Goggles

We also: - Service/repair all makes & models - Supply & fit tyres
Rebuild engines - Rebuild wheels - Supply parts for all makes
and models - and have full workshop facilities & carry out MoTs

Open: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm

cnrzsoxmnzs&‘ o
/XR400/650 o
from stock

/-\\‘ B GNP
W s
+ for the kids s o

CRF50/70/100

Check out our used stock on:
www.bransonsmotorcycles.co.uk

Yeovil te: 01935 474998
Gloucesterte: 01452 313131

RALLY BIKE HIRE : ASSISTANCE
PACKAGES :

2 .
1979 AR 2005 |

DAKAR EXPERIENCE
6 action packed days trail riding across southern
Morocco, following some of the special stages from this

year’s Dakar Rally.
Contact Paul on:
+44 (0)1484 861238
DA

@ www.raliyraid.co.ok o

www.dakar-rally.com

20575

Mail Order Specialists
el | -

LATEST 05 MX £ SUPERMOTO Wllllf
FOR ALL MAKES ANV MOVELS

b = 1o =N
) LT —

ACEIZiD SINE

TRELLEBORG

MOTORCYCLE TYRES

www.motoskinzfx.co.uk

KTM
in the
North
West

(‘nuff said)

— | 7 S — ~ S
=lIRt=1" g} =
Central Garage Water St, Rochdale

01706 716665
www. robinsonsrochdale.co.uk

TRADING LTD
JACK UP
BIKE STANDS
£140 inc VAT+delivery

Trade enquiries
welcome on 5 plus

# Call 07799 880044

Fax orders to:
01702 233303

FOR SUPERMOTO USE
Complete Front and Rear Wheels
with Excel or Morad rims in gold, black or silver
320mm Oversize Front Discs
available in round and wavy designs
0.E.M. Caliper Brackets
4 Piston Billett Calipers
Front & Rear Sprockets
in various sizes to change gearing for Supermoto use

TALON ENGINEERING LTD
Tel: (01935) 471508 Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk
44 Lynx Trading Estate Yeovil Somerset BA20 2NZ )




LAVERDA CHOTT

STORY & PICS: MARK WILLIAMS

84—

Laverda’s brave but

averda isn’t a name normally associated

with dirtbikes, but in fact the company

has a long and proud heritage in two
rather differing off-road arena: that of
agricultural machinery and dirtbikes. Not to
be confused, obviously. In fact Laverda can
trace its history back further than any other
Italian bike manufacturer, for it was founded
long before the internal combustion engine
was even invented. 1873 was the year Pietro
Laverda established his farm machinery
factory in Breganze, nestling in the lee of the
Dolomites, and the town that would remain
its base for over a century. And this is where
his grandson, Francesco, began constructing
his first motorcycle in 1948.

As a distant sideline to his tractor and
implement business, progress on the 74cc
push-rod single was slow, and Francesco
allegedly had to cast the piston for his
prototype on his kitchen table. A year or
so later the bike finally emerged with a
neat, pressed steel frame (a consequence
of owning a heavyweight stamping press)
and a power output of 3bhp at 5200rpm.
Contrast that with Laverda's 90hp 1000cc
triples that were, in the late Seventies,
the fastest production bikes in the world
(140.04 mph, since you ask), and you'll
realise that Francesco and his two sons, Massimo
and Piero took the company a long way in less
than 30 years.

The Jota and SFC DOHC triples for which
Laverda is perhaps still best known are not,
however, the only impressive machines to have
come of the Breganze production line. Laverda’s
first big four-stroke, the SOHC 750-S, appeared
in 1968, its angular engine exterior influenced by
the Honda CB77/72s which Massimo had been
impressed by whilst studying in America, but an
altogether more butch and obviously powerful
design that formed the basis of Laverda’s
successful GT and SFC racers. Using a similar,
if smaller version of the same engine, the 500cc
Alpina (why not the “Dolomiti’?) was an equally
successful design both on and off the racetrack
and spawned an entire race series of its own in
the late ‘70s.

But although these are the bikes they’ll be best
remembered for long after the giant Fiat empire

Mark Williams charts the sad and sorry tale of

-fated foray into dirt biking...
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effectively squeezed the
company out of business in the late ‘80s,
Laverda actually made some very interesting
off-road bikes, too. As far as the British were
concerned, we didn’t really discover this until
the improbably titled Chott (named after a
dried-up desert lake bed in Tunisia!) was
imported by Slater Brothers in 1976/7, but
along with the 199cc oversquare twin-pot road-
ster that was then the mainstay of its motorcycle
production, the company had dabbled with a
few motocross prototypes in the early Sixties.
However back in 1966 Laverda launched
its first pukka trailbike, the imaginatively
christened 125 Trail, using the same motor that
powered its then smallest roadster. Oversquare
at 52 x 54mm, the engine pumped out a useful
14bhp @ 8500rpm, and like all Laverda motors,
its OHV design was particularly pleasing
aesthetically. Mind you, with its deeply finned
T™=M N3
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cylinder jutting forward
almost to the horizontal and featuring a
low- slung exhaust, it looked to be a bit of a
liability when confronted by serious mud,
water or rockery. Although sales were sluggish,
Laverda remained undaunted and using a
virtually identical chassis and an uprated engine
they unveiled a ‘Regolarita Corsa’ (competition
trial) version of the diminutive 125 at the 1967
Milan Show.

The 125 RC had an upswept exhaust,
fibreglass tank and improved suspension, all
developed with the help of top Italian enduro
rider, Luigi Gorini, who went on to lead a
factory team of three such bikes in the 1968
ISDT. ’Lacking the promised five-speed gearbox
and bedevilled by the accident prone cylinder
head, the team effort was a bit of a damp squib,
and it's believed that only 30 of the bikes were
ever offered for public sale.

But despite this conspicuous lack of dirtbike
na TEM

success, it wasn’t, as some had

predicted, the end of Laverda’s efforts in this
department. Just when the company was on
a roll with the 3C and Jota roadsters in the
mid-Seventies, Laverda suddenly announced
their first ever two-stroke, and a trailbike at that.

The Chott - or 2T as was its factory designation
- followed company form by boasting a highly
innovative specification. Most notably and
obviously, the steering rake could be quickly and
easily adjusted to suit different types of off-road
use! The steering head itself pivoted on the lower
of two sets of 3/4in diameter upper frame rails
and bolted into one of three positions: 20-degrees
for ‘trials’; 25-degrees for general trail work; or
30-degrees for fast cross-country or forestry
going. Simply removing the Q/D seat (which
also revealed an unusually massive air-filter) and
tank - why can’t modern dirtbikes discard these
components in a hurry? - revealed the bolts and
brackets which could be altered in a matter of
minutes by a single pair of hands.

Not so unique, but innovative in its execution,

LAVERDA CHOTT

= il

the Chott’s exactly square (68 x 68mm) engine
featured a twin-plug cylinder head fed by a
Bosch twin-coil electronic ignition unit that was
similar to those of Laverda’s four-stroke twins
and triples. A 12volt battery ensured that sparks
would never be a problem. On the original bike,
Laverda made much of the fact that they’d used
magnesium for the engine cases as well as the
large, eight-inch front and rear drum brakes, and
claimed that this had saved around 20-percent
of the weight of conventional castings. Just as
well really for the extra burden created by the
complex upper framework meant that despite the
magnesium engine, the Chott weighed in at 2601b
dry, only a few pounds less than the equivalent
Kawasaki or Honda, and quite a few more than,
say, a Montesa or KTM 'trailbike'. The Chott

did have another couple of tricks up its sleeve
though: an all-enclosed rear chaincase with
rubber gaiters which ensured minimum
maintenance and in a similar vein, a silencer
whose end-cap unbolted in a trice to extract a

- one-piece baffle arrangement which could be

quickly and easily de-coked with a wire brush.

But whilst the Chott, with its gold painted
magnesium castings, top-of-the-range Ceriani
forks and rear shocks and

The trail versions of Laverda’s early
off-roaders showed promise...

generally high degree of attention to detail was
certainly a high quality product, it relied on
petroil lubrication at a time when the Japanese
were offering oil-injection on their ‘strokers, and
it came with a whopping £700 price tag in the
UK. In comparison the aforementioned Honda
XL250 cost just £640.

However with its road bikes, Laverda had
always relied on the strength of its engineering
and the quality of its running gear (eg Bosch
electrics), and buyers had been willing to pay a
premium for these. Applying such logic to the
off-road market was, as they discovered to their
cost, not necessarily tenable unless, as was the
case with KTM and Maico, your products
could achieve competition success. The Chott,
however, was not a competition bike, and when
I tested one for Which Bike magazine in the
summer of ‘76, I was a little disappointed with
its performance even as a trailbike.

With its 10:1 compression ratio and high-
mounted (though primary drive) kick-starter,
it required a knack to spark-up and the 32mm
Dell’Orto carb needed much choke to get it
running smoothly from cold. Typical of all
Laverdas, the five-speed gearbox was as stiff
as its suspension, although the ever-cheerful

Continued on page 118
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Ithough known in Laverda Owners

Club circles for his expert fettling of the
big triples, Graham ‘Clem’ Clemans owns one
of the very few remaining Chotts in the UK
that actually runs.

Even with just 42 bikes imported here,

1 would have expected a slightly higher tally
of working bikes, but Clem soon revealed to
me the Laverda’s guilty secret: premature
crank failure.

‘Insufficient lubrication in the right place at
the right time,” he explained, ‘and there isn’t
really any solution to the problem. That's why
there are broken ones still lying around all
over the country, waiting for the remedy
that's never going to appear. I only know of

one other that’s still a runner’ he confesses.

And if there was a remedy, Clem should be
able to supply it. Having bought the bike some 15
or more years ago ‘from another long-term owner
and Club member’, his devotion to keeping such
a rarity alive was such that he eventually
acquired the complete stock of remaining spares
from Slater Brothers. And in the bowels of his
basement workshop-cum-garage he showed me
the racks of spare triple clamps, pistons and even
end-caps for the protective chaincase that sit
there waiting for the call.

Another uncomfortable truth about the Chott is
that the much-vaunted magnesium castings quite
simply, aren’t magnesium at all! Apparently a
friend of Clem’s who took his cracked rear hub to

LAVERDA CHOTT

be repaired by a specialist welder issued the
usual warnings about magnesium catching
fire if it was overheated, and the man with
the gas-torch told him that it was simply
ordinary alloy, albeit painted gold.

So despite Laverda’s legendary reputation
for engineering overkill, somehow the
demands of getting the bike into a market it
didn’t really know about allowed them to let
their standards drop, and so it’s perhaps no
surprise that commercial success eluded
them. Although to Graham Clemans, the
lone torch bearer for a gloriously lame duck,
owning and maintaining this monument to
Piero and Massimo’s culpability is obviously
the source of considerable pride.

‘I'll never sell it,” he admits, ‘but the irony
is that I hardly ever dare run it if I'm going
to keep it in running order!’
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steel variety, but the
driven clutch plate was
fibre, and running dry
as they were, the whole
thing made a helluva'
racket. Somewhat
ironically, the big
black silencer kept
exhaust decibels to an
acceptable minimum.
Oddly enough,
lustrated’s test pilot
noted that the Chott
was ‘not a trail bike’
but rather a
‘purpose built,
hard-core time-trial,
enduro or ISDT
machine.” I must
say that such a role
never occurred to

TN a——

None were officially
imported into the UK,
which is a pity ‘cause
even at Chott-style
prices it probably
would’ve given the
Montesas and Maicos
of this world a run
for their money, and
a total of only about
5000 Chotts and
2T /Rs were
produced before
Laverda killed
them off in late
1978. Perhaps this
was inevitable for other, darkly
mechanical, reasons we’ll come to later.

But still Laverda kept plugging away at the
market, their next and penultimate effort being
the rather more successful 125 Enduro - the first

year’s production and perhaps only 2000

Laverda madeV

importer, Roger Slater,
assured me that both would loosen up with
use... something that never really happened
in four years of my Jota ownership!

And with what I regarded as insufficient
torque below 4000rpm - and I forgot to mention
that the Chott was fitted with a tachometer as
well as a speedo, so for once I could be precise
about this (or as precise as an [talian tacho can
be) - the bike required a lot of revs to hustle it
along. Add to the equation its stock Metzeler

indicators, battery and weight, but the under-
slung exhaust augured a too-high centre of
gravity and too-low ground clearance, the front
mudguard was made of steel and rested an inch
above its tyre and like the bashplate, now made
of fibreglass rather than the prototype’s drilled
alloy, had the effect of gathering large amounts
of mud just where you didn’t want it.

And so to my mind the Chott was more of a
‘dual purpose’ machine, admittedly with high
pose value given its unusual specification and
tank badge, than a real dirtbike and although

an all-new Regolarita chassis, which eventually
housed the Swedish company’s 250cc motor, too.
In almost every way, the Husky-engined bikes
were everything their predecessors weren't.
Modified by Laverda engineer Sandro Todeschini
to churn out an extra 3bhp at 500rpm higher up
the rev range, the 125 Regolarita put out a gob-
smacking 18bhp at 10,500rpm and he changed
the reed-valve and replaced the 32mm Bing carb
with a Dell'Orto to fill a notable torque gap below
3000rpm. The frame, modelled quite obviously on
Husqvarna’s own motocrossers, offered oodles of

- bu‘gh-\ooﬁ“‘l‘smVe“ion"' il | el by s sold unifs. lt_was an ign.o.miniou$ end to
oke(hon-inc\udin‘!“‘“ ok Gl wis e g “ It/le‘ Er ”l‘ powered by someone Laverda s Qﬂ'r,oad. ambitions which nevertheless
o mversionsohhetwo-i“ ¢ ) e S i e SL'.\ engine. Massimo m,d done a deal. w1th remains a fascinating chapter in the annals of
arious differe bike too well endowed with stuff like Husqvarna whereby they’d supply engines for off-road sport.

Special thanks to Graham Clemans,
Dave Minton, Richard Slater and
Nick Davies for help with this fea-
ture. Graham (and the Laverda
Owners Club) can be contacted
online at clemlav@tinyonline.co.uk

LAVERDA CHOTT (2T) |

trials tyres, and it wasn’t a lot of fun in really comfortable and swift as a roadster, its brakes ground clearance and suspension travel thanks to Price (1977): £700 . :
muddy conditions, either. Other reviewers weren'’t really up to the job and engine noise and “laid-down’ Corte Cosso rear shocks (complete :a"_'e ki Impossible to quantify
disagreed with me however, Italy’s authoritative vibration made it a tiring ride. I think Laverda with remote gas reservoirs) and re-valved ngine: 246.9cc, air-cooled, petx:oﬁ
Motociclismo magazine claimed serious torque tacitly admitted all this when they announced Marzocchi forks. T lg;bngasted two-stroke single
above 3000rpm and Britain’s Motorcycle its stablemate, and ultimately its sole successor, Evidently a blinder of a bike in the right hands, Comp ratin:' 10.; s
lllustArated observed that ‘it pulled \\.rell' below the ZT/R (or 2T 'Reg(.wlhanta ) in '1977. ' it was nevertheless very expensive in its native Max power: 28bhp @ 7600rpm (claimed) 1
that four grand mark. Maybe I was inured to This was a much different animal with a country and never imported here. The 250L/H Transmission: 5-speed |
the charms of the XT500 I'd tested the week re-ported engine - albeit still withou_t reed-valve (for ‘Laverda Husqvarna’) which followed the Chassis: X Dur;elex 2
before, but nevertheless the Chott churned induction or oil-injection - which offered more eight-litre pipsqueak was rather less successful, quad-plex spine 3
out an alleged 26bhp at 7600rpm - to which it low-end heft and a claimed output maxima of putting out fewer ponies that Laverda’s own Susp F/ R Ceriani (190mm)
would spin with ease - and the dry clutch easily 30bhp at 8000rpm. It swapped the steel fenders 2T /R, suffering from excessive vibration and (travel): Corte Cosso (170mm)
handled any feathering necessary to keep the for plastic, high-rise Preston Petty-style items, noise as well as exhibiting a marked reluctance Brakes F/ R: 8-inch SLS drum
engine going in soft or nadgery conditions. dumped the tacho and indicators and managed to start, hot or cold. ' Wheels F/ R: 3,00x21in, 4.00x18in

The clutch itself was an interesting item to shed 10lbs in all. The 2T /R still suffered from Todeschini and his team were unable to tame Seat height: 32in
because it ran dry, but in a lubricated primary an overly high centre of gravity and still had a these deficiencies, at least at a price the factory Ground clear: 7.5in
chaincase, the fully-enclosed drum being kept bashplate which invited mud to clog up the space felt would be acceptable to the punters, and 0 Wheelbase: 55in (variable)
oil-free by means of an O-ring seal. Moreover between exhaust port and lower frame tubes, like the Chott and the 2T /R before them, the Fuel capacity: 24gal
the clutch plate itself was of the conventional but it was more of a serious contender off-road. HusqVerdas withered on the vine after just three Dry weight: ‘2_60le '(claimed) \
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ORKS ENDURO R

WER STEERING DAMPERS FROM

WHITE BROS Catalogue £11575/incvat!

available for:
off road
supermoto

UK DISTRIBUTORS FOR
SRC WER & AQUALINE
CONTACT CORE FOR MORE INFO
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME
B07776 132 144

folicoreuk.co.uk
SWWww.coreuk.co.uk

ALLENS PERFORMA

NOwW. AVAILABLE
Y7400 & XR400, WR400:
XR650 BIG BORE PIPES :
&PRO-MEG SH.ENCERS

Service New and
products used bikes
Alloys Workshop
Putoline Oil Wide range
S of spares
Michelin A
Alpinestar accessories

Tel: 01909 567125 » Fax: 01909 562126
info@rpmmotorcycles.co.uk www.rpmmotorcycles.co.uk
Unit 1, Monksbridge Business Park, Monksbridge, Dinnington, Sheffield S25 305

| Bikes.Brighton

30 PRESTON ROAD (A23) BRIGHTON

2004 ENDURO - M
» NEW MODELS IN STOC
» HUGE RANGE OF PARTS
« CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
* MAIL ORDER

» ALL PARTS FOR KTM & JAP MODELS

AXO + SIDI+ LAZER + ARAI+ NO FEAR « SINSALO « ALPINESTAR « RENTHAL
DIADORA » FLY » G-FORCE « PRO-GRIP + HEBO « OAKLEY * ACERBIS

@ Husqvarna

DEALERS
COVERING THE
NORTH AND
SCOTLAND

A few brand new
CCMs left - all £3995.
Call for details

For all your Supermoto Requirements in the North East
« PUTOLINE OIL * TALON * ACERBIS * MAXXIS * VEMAR * OXTAR * MICHELIN *
{ « AXO LEATHERS & CLOTHING * SIDI * OAKLEY * RENTHAL * DEP * DOMA * AP =

Tel: 0191 272 3335 www.kawasaki-newcastle.co.uk.
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www.jamsport.co.uk

e Trials - Enduro - Trail
e Full Workshop Facilities ® MoT’s
* New/Used Machines
e Full Range Clothing/Accessories
e Mail Order ® Finance Available

43 The Street, Wrecclesham, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4QS |
Tel: 01252 725335 Fax: 01252 711617 |
email: ian@jamsport.co.uk ‘
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RMF 250 »
RM 250

KXF 250

KX 250-500

KTM SX 450-525
HUSKY TC §70-610

CRFX 250
WRF 250-426-450
RING FOR FLASHER KITS

Tel: 01788 510300
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www.motomerlin.co.uk

EEHREKET GAS GAS UK + BETA UK DEALER Boeta
NEW BETA ENDURO 4 STROKE RR’'S 250/400/450/525 ....£CALL
HONDA CRF 450X/250X LCALL |
HONDA XR 600R ..£4100 |
YAMAHA TT 250R ..iiairiiinirresteestenrrsasassttssaststssstnstssssssees £3599
YAMAHA WRA450F FROM £4325

£2599

YAMAHA DT |25RE 2
YAMAHA XT 660R/XT 660X ....
GASGAS 250 PAMPERA 2004
GASGAS ENDURO 2005 EC
SUZUKI DRZ400S or DRZ400E
NEW BETA ALP4 350cc TRAIL OR SUPERMOTO .ocoreneennes £3950
YAMAHA WR250F FROM £4125
YAMAHA SEROW, XR250 E/S, XR650R 02, XT600E ..........£CALL
GAS GAS, BETA, SHERCO & MONTESA TRIALS "05 FROM £CALL
GAS GAS & BETA SPARES SERVICE & WORKSHOP FACILITIES
SUPERMOTO WHEELS + BRAKES SUPPLIED
c PHONE or CHECK WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS
NEWY BIKES E&OE
MERLIN MOTORCYCLES - PHONE/FAX: 01403 257 626

e
VisA

e

www.kriega.com

100% waterproof waistpacks

01524 793535

,‘ rie 933 ([CUSTOM
Rt o PAI

BACKGROUNDS

Beta #Husqvama
. 1:01621 894103
apachiracing.com)

i

GET RESULTS

To advertise here call Natalie Watson

‘KVTM » CRM * DRZ

of Spares & Accessories by Mail Order

Tyres
Il range of Trail, Trials, MX, Enduro & SuperMoto
il Order

, Michelin Stocked

yduro & SuperM
Mail Order for Next Bay Delivery
All Major Credit, Debit & Switch Cards Accepted
Tel 0115 973 2466
email sales@leisuretrail.ce.uk
www.leisuretrail.co.uk

tm and Beta Main Dealers
Parts and gg;ssones for Moto X,

ur‘a:l and Trials.

in chahs

OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLE SPECIALISTE

‘Vlat our onlme
shop at
www.inchains.co.uk
Tel: 01425 474800

Fax: 01425 461962

Email: mail@inchains.co.uk

2 Unit 9 Hightown Industrial Estate,
5 Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood, BH24 1NZ

www.bikestop.co.uk
Tel: 01438 317038

UAD BIKE
AREHOUSE
SKIPTON

v.quadbikey
email: info@quadbikew:

01729 851720-07973 341‘71 8

Shock Repairs

All Shocks and Forks
Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road

Prices from £35.00 + VAT

24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing

25-29 Milton Road, Sittingbourne,
Kent ME10 3EX

Phone: 01795431 700
Fax: 01795 438 664

OPEN 7 DAY
10am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat-Sun
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

ROMVELO

ROAD LEGAL TYRES

hese tyres have excellent manners on and off road.

26668

REAR TYRES--
20/90/18 Enduro M23 MST/E-MARKED £32.00 RRP £35.00
Jest suited for intermediate to hard conditions.
40/80/18 Enduro M12 MST/E-MARKED £30.00 RRP £33.50

Hest suited 1o soft to intermediate conditions.

(/9019 Enduro M23 MST/E-MARKED £32.00 RRP £35,00
- FRONT TYRES
*O '“07 ldum 1123 VIST/E-MARKED £27.00 RRP ©28 :1::

The Romvelo 21 front tyre has exceptional extreme edge grip

and mud clearing capabllity

1 x AEAR & 1 x FRONT ONLY £65.00 A PAIR Inc P&P

2 % REAR & 1 x FRONT ONLY £95.00 inc P&P (mainkind UK o
fontact: Steve Townsend (Lincs TRF member)

Tel: 01400 281703

F-mail:www.lownsendst@aol.com

DON'T GET CAUGHT WITHOUT THEM 111!

w20~ FLEXIBLE }
@Pmsnc i

SHOW

£12.00 EACH. |

INC. P&P

01995 602513

ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED |

GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!!

o WOOLSBRIDGE IND EST, NR. RINGWOOD, HANTS BH21 6SX
£ Tel/Fax: (01202) 820009 Emall sales@conguestmotorcycles. co

Aprilia RX 50 Honda CRM 12
Aprilia RX

Husqvarna TE3
Kawasaki KDX
Kawasaki KDX 125

Honda CRF 2
Honda XR 250
Honda XR 250
Honda XR

Honda XR 250
Honda XR 600
Honda XR 600

Enduro NEW

Yamaha TT
ha TT 350
Yamaha TT 350

Honda XR 600
Honda Dominator Yamaha XT 350
Honda Transalp Yamaha TT 600




FREE CLASSIFIEDS

BIKES

CCM 604DS, 2500 miles, ¢/w both SM and enduro
wheels, race and standard cans, immaculate cond,
as new, £3450. Tel (mobile) 07867 538640 or
01535 674685 (Yorks)
Gas Gas EC250, 2002, road reg’d, one owner, Renthals,
new c+s, various spares, exc cond, £2600 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07973 491942 or 020 7538 3469 (Kent)
Suzuki DR350, 1998, MoT, exc cond, owner going
to trials hence p/x for good trials bike or £1395.
Tel (mobile) 07763 243544 or 01902 377798 (Staffs)
Honda XL600, 1986, T&T, dual start, Laser exhaust,
superb cond, reluctant sale, £1550. Tel (mobile) 07715
731333 or 01386 833210 (Worcs)
Gas Gas EC300, 2002, T&T, Renthals, brushguards,
FMEF pipe, frame/sumpguards, Renthal c+s, free
trailer if bought at right price, good cond, £2495 ono.
Tel 07941 660958 (Somerset)
KTM 520EXC, T&T, hand /sumpguards, well
maintained, green lane use only, vgc, £3100 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07850 741439 or 01524 64373 (Lancs)
Gas Gas EC300, Oct ‘03, taxed, UK bike, one owner,
1500 miles, Fatbars, exhaust protector, never raced,
green lane use only, vgc, £3200 ono.
Tel 01993 830471 (Oxon)
KTM 300EXC, T&T, new graphics, good cond, £1700
ono. Tel (mobile) 07708 538546 or 01494 880418 (Bucks)
CCM 604E DS, 1999, S-reg, T&T, 7600 miles, quality
bike with WP shock, Paioli forks, Talons/Excels,
Brembos, Goodridge hoses, MT21s, Renthals,
handguards, £1750 ono. Tel 07813 276290 (Bucks)
Gas Gas EC400FSE, 2002, unused last six months due
to work commitments, absolutely fantastic cond, must
sell hence £2200 ono. Tel 01284 810672 (Suffolk)
Honda CRM250 mkl, T&T, new tyres/c+s, spares,
very reliable, tidy bike, well maintained, cherished toy,
£1150 ono. Tel 07734 689032 (Oxon)
KTM 300EXC, 2003, taxed, low hours, one owner, hand
/sumpguards, new c+s/tyres, exc cond, £2895 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07816 027066 or 01373 464880 (Somerset)
Yamaha TT350, 1988, T&T, documented rebuild, light
green lane use, vge for year, bad back forces sale, £1150
ono. Tel (mobile) 07966 277158 or 01746 761943 (Shrops)
Honda CRF250X, 2004, green lane use only,
sump/handguards, DEP pipe, well maintained,
exc cond, £4100. Tel 07949 134861 (Herts)
Suzuki DR350, 1993, L-reg, T&T, 12000 miles, quiet,
good first trailie, £1000 ono. Tel 01666 837434 (Wilts)
Yamaha WR426E, 02-reg, taxed, new tyres/c+s,
sump/ frame/handguards, well maintained,
£3000 ono. Tel 07708 359670 (Essex)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2004, 2000km, yellow, taxed,
standard, fresh tyres, heated grips, mature owner,
£3000. Tel Tony on 07830 288080 (Essex)
Yamaha WR250E, 2004, elec start, Yamaha road kit,
Fatbars, rad /sumpguards, Leo Vinci exhaust, vge,
£4600 ono. Tel (mobile) 07968 478670 or
01874 658659 (Powys)
Gas Gas EC250, 2003, frame/ engineguards,
new tyres/ piston/rings, exc cond, £2900 ono.
"Tel 02380 692172 (Hants)
KTM 450EXC, ‘04 model, taxed, green lane use only,
=22 TEeM

back problem forces reluctant sale, £3750.
Tel 07836 637217 (Shrops)
KTM 300EXC, 2002, road reg'd, new chain/ plastics,
Renthals, clutchsaver, frameguards, bashplate, well
sorted enduro weapon, £2850. Tel 07905 919204 (Shrops)
Yamaha WR450F, 2004, taxed, 500 miles, alloy
handguards, FMF Powerbomb header, enduro
skidplate, Trailtech computer, Mousses, rejetted,
good cond, £4100. Tel 07939 042720 (N Yorks)
Gas Gas Pampera, 2002, road legal, taxed, low miles,
new c+s/pads, lightweight, low seat, exc cond, £1895.
Tel 01992 411245 (Herts)
Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1996, N-reg, 13000km,
rear rack, handguards, very nice cond, £1495.
Tel 01483 760293 (Surrey)
Gas Gas EC250, 2004 model, 53-reg, only 22hours’
use due to illness, mature experienced rider, superb
standard cond, can email pics, £2850.
Tel (mobile) 07831 838333 or 0114 250 8508 (S Yorks)
Gas Gas EC250, ‘04 model, little use due to
family /work, ideal for clubman to expert, pictures
available, £3200 ono. Tel 07771 510303 (Yorks)
KTM 525EXC, Sept ‘03, maintained regardless of cost,
sump/handguards, new c+s, exc cond, £3900.
Tel 01538 755492 (Staffs)
Honda XR400R, 1997, MoT, full OE lighting, Vortip,
barkbusters, sumpguard, £1950.
Tel (mobile) 07775 570616 or 01425 657629 (Hants)
Suzuki DR-Z400SK3, Dec 2003, taxed, 2100 road
miles, Scottoiler, handguards, rear carrier, exc cond.
Tel 01926 850033 (Warks)
Honda XR400R, 2002, MoT, meticulously maintained,
many extras inc Renthals, CRD ‘guards etc, new tyres,
exc cond, £2650. Tel Tony on 01895 820394 (Middx)
Honda XR600, 1995, T&T, some spares, good clean
cond for year, £1600 ono, supermoto wheels extra.
Tel 01733 574217 (Cambs)
Yamaha WR250F, '04-model, seven months old,
elec start, green laned only, good cond, £3895 ono.
Tel 01623 476770 (Notts)
KTM 450EXC, ‘04 model, road and enduro kits, many
extras inc handguards, bashplate, clutchsaver, Q-pipe,
manuals, good cond, £3995 ono. Tel (mobile) 07771
648706 or 01308 488120 (Dorset)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, X-reg, yellow, only 1800 miles,
many extras plus standard parts, T&T expired hence
£2250. Tel 07813 125283 (Yorks)
Kawasaki KDX200, 1995, M-reg, MoT, only 1200km,
fantastic cond, first to see will buy, £1395.
Tel 01384 347542 (W Mids)
Husqvarna CR250, 1983, twin-shock, road legal,
T&T, green lane use, MT21s, good cond, £595 ono.
Tel 01752 343604 (Devon)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, X-reg, yellow, 3800 miles, CRD
exhaust plus original, Renthals, frame/handguards,
bashplate, £2495. Tel 01737 217697 (Surrey)
Honda XL500S, minus engine, not used off-road,
original, good cond, £200. Tel 01245 353297 (Essex)
Gas Gas EC250, 2003, 03-reg, taxed, Marzocchis, Ohlins
shock, sump/rad /handguards, vge, £2600 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07775 746199 or 01305 257395 (Dorset)
Bultaco Sherpa 325cc, 1981, blue, MoT, very little use,
exc cond, £895 ono. Tel 07970 484660 (W Yorks)
Honda SL230, 1998, T&T, elec start, under 8000km,

810mm seat-height ideal for shorter rider, good
cond, £1600 ono. Tel 07917 190318 (S Yorks)
Kawasaki KDX220R, 2003, green lane use only,
lots of spares, ring for details, £2400 ono.
Tel 01729 860519 (N Yorks)
KTM 400EXC, 2002, well maintained, sump/hand-
ards, good cond, £2950 ono. Tel (mobile) 07768
045084 or 01691 690794 (Shrops)
Suzuki DR-Z400, 2002, elec start, Renthal bars/c+s,
CRD sump/frameguards, green laned only, £2495 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07712 876574 or 01229 583197 (Cumbria)
Kawasaki KLX300, 1999, MoT, low miles, road use only,
many extras, well maintained and fully serviced, road
bike forces sale, £2050. Tel 01270 652595 (Cheshire)
Honda XR400R, 2002, only 600km, standard, as new,
£2900. Tel 01302 840000 (S Yorks)
CCM 604E Sport, 2000, W-reg, silver/black, MoT, 12000
miles, Talons/Excels, FMF pipe, handguards, clean
cond, £2275 ono. Tel 07980 689872 (Hereford)
Beta Alp 200, April 2002, taxed, 2700km, MT21s, new
fork seals, neoprene gaiters, exc cond, very quiet
competent trailie, £1850. Tel 01980 625086 (Wilts)
Honda XR250R, 1998, T&T, Werx graphics, recent
c+s/tyres, Renthals, brushguards, lively quiet engine,
green lane use only, £1750. Tel 01980 625086 (Wilts)
Yamaha YZ426F, 2002, road reg'd, T&T, new tyres,
Renthals, handguards etc, green lane use only: £3200
ono. Tel (mobile) 07799 262214 or 01709 325169 (S Yorks)
KTM 450EXC, 2003, sump / handguards, fork socks,
new c+s/fork seals, recent service, exc example, £3500.
Tel 07747 623158 (Kent)
Honda CRM250 mklII, 1991, T&T, full DEP,
frame /sumpguards, recon suspension, spare
cables, light trail use, above average cond, £1500.
Tel 07974 804371 (Cheshire)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, MoT, low hours, DEP and FMF
exhaust, handguards, some spares, green lane use only,
good cond, £2895. Tel (mobile) 07968 061930 or 01424
446513 (E Sussex)
Honda XR400R, 1998, MoT, new tyres, wave discs,
frameguards, Supertrapp exhaust, £1900.
Tel 01424 431810 (E Sussex)
KTM 250EXC, 1997, MoT, Ohlins, recent fork seals/c+s,
green lane use, very good and clean, £1700.
Tel (mobile) 07793 916799 or 01636 813837 (Notts)
Honda XR400R, 2002, T&T, standard, well maintained,
green laned only, £2350 ono.
Tel Tim on 02476 411410 (W Mids)
Honda XR200, 1980, very original, with log book,
exc trail or LDT bike, £595. Tel 07779 277768 (N Lincs)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2002 model, taxed, 3600 miles,
FMF Q-pipe, frame/sumpguards, extra road wheels,
lowering kit, enduro rear fender, well maintained,
£3495. Tel 07958 191482 (Leics)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2001, X-reg, blue/ white, T&T,
4500 miles, new c+s, Yoshimura silencer plus standard,
exc cond, £2695. Tel Nick 07890 090737 (Oxon)
Kawasaki KDX250, road legal enduro bike, scruffy
but complete and running, can email pics, £550.
Tel Ian on 020 8983 4896 (London)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, Y-reg, T&T, green lane use
only, some extras, good cond, £2500 ono.
Tel (after 6pm) 01604 832198 (Northants)
Husaberg FE400e, 2002, sumpguard, digi speedo,
mousses, recent professional service, green lae use
only, good cond, move forces sale, £2300 ono.
Tel 0151 678 7406 (Wirral)
Honda CRM250 AR, 1998, full road kit, many
extras, trail use only, good cond, £1900 ono.

Tel 07966 422212 (Derbys)

Suzuki DR250 twin cam, 1995, M-reg, T&T, recent
bearings/ pads, good c+s, road legal Pirellis,

serviced 1000km ago, test ride available.

Tel 01824 750659 (N Wales)

Yamaha WR250F, late 2002, road reg’d, unused

for one year, only 1000 miles, ‘03 cam, £2800.

Tel 01953 888348 (Norfolk)

Yamaha XT350, 1988, T&T, 18000 miles, recently rebuilt
wheels, recent AC10s, stainless system, good cond,
good green lane bike, £1400. Tel 01274 562085 (W Yorks)
Honda CRM250 mkII, MoT, recent c+s, well
maintained, DEP system and standard front pipe,
good cond, very clean, £1600. Tel 01522 794969 (Lincs)
Suzuki DR-Z400SK3, 04-reg, 1200 miles, warranty,
Alphadot, bashplate, road use only, exc cond, £3050.
Tel 01452 610794 (Gloucs)

KTM 250EXC Racing, 2004, regularly serviced,

many extras, mainly green lane use, £3500 ono.

Tel 0115 933 6384 (Notts)

Honda XR600R, MoT, 4500 miles, road and green
lane use only, good original cond, £1900 ono.

Tel 01491 680566 (Berks)

Yamaha WR250F, 2002, under 1000 miles, green lane
use only, handguards, new tyres, very good original
cond, £2900 ono. Tel 07989 580191 (Bucks)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 52-reg, Renthals, Acerbis ‘guards,
CRD bashplate, One Ind graphics, genuine reason

for sale, £3200. Tel 07903 143280 (S Yorks)

Yamaha XT200, 1982, rare grey import, T&T, fair
cond for year, £750. Tel 01453 768528 (Gloucs)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2001, MoT, very low miles,
barkbusters, sumpguard, near perfect cond, unused
FMF exhaust, £2600 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07813 849686
or 01306 500580 (Surrey)

Yamaha TTR250, 1999, T&T, new tyres, £1850.

Tel 01544 350614 (Radnorshire)

Husaberg FE400e, 2001, all the usual extras,

enduro spec, quick sale at £2750 ono.

Tel 020 7231 9124 (London)

Suzuki DR200, 1989, MoT, good tyres/c+s,
handguards, Renthals, manual, good reliable bike,
ideal for beginner or LDT, £695. Tel 01455 822187 (Leics)
Yamaha TY175 trials bike, twin-shock, ready to trial,
many extras, hundreds spent, £750 ono.

Tel 01935 428973 (Somerset)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2000, MoT, 5000 miles, CRD pipe,
handguards, Renthals, spare sprockets, commuter and
green lane use, clean and tidy, £2350 ono.

Tel 01420 561371 (Hants)

Honda CRF250X, 2004, road reg’d, taxed, dual start,
hand /sumpguards, new tyres, green lane use only,
£4195 ono. Tel (mobile) 07861 668883 or €
01453 834582 (Gloucs)

Honda XL250 Degree, 1997, elec start four-stroke,
red / white, T&T, 7000km, low seat height, new disc,
vge, £1400 ovno. Tel 01822 860446 (Devon)

Honda CRM250 mkllI], re-ringed, £1800. Cagiva
WMNX250, totally rebuilt, £1000. BSA B25, 1968, trials,
excellent, £1200. Kids off-roader, 90cc, 4T, new in crate,
£500. Tel 07989 103220 (Yorks)

Suzuki DR350, H-reg, T&T, large tank, £950 ono.
Tel 01442 398049 (Herts)
Husqvarna TE610E, 2000, W-reg, MoT, 3000km,
one owner, sensible mods, not raced, supermoto kit
included, injury forces sale, £2500 ovno.
Tel 01452 520595 (Gloucs)
Yamaha PW50, 2002 model, the original and the best,
mint cond, £500 ono. Tel 01353 699947 (Cambs)
TBM 123



FREE CLASSIFIEDS

Honda XR650L, 1993, elec start, bashplate,

‘guards, good cond, operation forces sale, £1300.

Tel 01476 561400 (Lincs)

Honda XR600, 1994, 6500km, Mikuni carb, White Bros
exhaust plus standard, bashplate, handguards, good
cond, operation forces sale, £1300.

Tel 01476 561400 (Lincs)

Honda XR650R supermoto, one year old,

Talons/ Excels, Braking wave disc, as new, £3950 or
sell as enduro for £3300. Tel 0121 745 5061 (W Mids)
KTM 525EXC, 2004 model, 53-reg, new

piston/rings/ c+s, priced to sell, £3500.

Tel 07801 835555 (Shrops)

Yamaha WR450F, 2004, road reg’d, taxed, new c+s,

KB Racing suspension, spare DEP pipe, exc cond,

first to see will buy, £3900. Tel 07801 014505 (Oxon)
KTM 450EXC, 2004, 48 hours’ use, oil/filter every

ten hours, green laned only, £3995 no offers.

Tel Steve on 01543 481629 (Staffs)

Kawasaki KMX200A3, 1989, black/red, T&T, 5500
miles, full set of genuine new plastics, plus lots of
other spares, totally mint, must be seen, £1300 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07815 498504 or 01629 733072 (Derbys)
Yamaha YZ125, 2002, road reg’d, taxed, Renthals,
skidplate, recent service, 18in rear wheel, little use,
£1900 ono. Tel 01691 672954 (Shrops)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2002, only 1800 miles, Renthals,
CRD exhaust and sumpguard, well maintained,

good cond, £2500. Tel 07976 449402 (Bucks)

Husaberg FE501e, 2003, taxed, 25 hours’ use, new
tyres, regularly serviced, phone for more details, £2850.
Tel (mobile) 07855 438839 or 01235 210713 (Oxon)
Yamaha XTZ660, 1995, blue, T&T, recent
service/tyres/ carb overhaul, some service history, flip
screen, vge, £1750 ono. Tel 07764 561383 (Cheshire)
Gas Gas EC200, 02-reg, low hours, green lane use only,
recent c+s to replace originals, ‘04 sidepanels, exc cond,
£2300 ono. Tel 01993 771844 (Oxon)

KTM 200EXC, 2003, road reg’d, taxed, sump/ case-
guards, mousses, some spares, exc cond, £2700 ono.
Tel 01539 534257 (Cumbria)

Kawasaki KDX220, 1999, T&T, 3300 miles, one previ-
ous owner, frame /handguards, recent piston/rings,
exc cond, £1795 ono. Tel 0121 688 3394 (W Mids)
Yamaha WR400F, W-reg, recent engine rebuild /
plastics/ graphics and seatcover, exc cond, £2200 ono.
Tel 01249 651517 (Wiltshire)

Gas Gas EC400FSE, 2002, 1500 miles, liitle use, plus
road wheels and other extras, trailer also available,
phone for details, £2800 ono.

Tel 0191 2804670 (Northumberland)

Husqvarna TE610E, V-reg, T&T, swap for Honda
XR600 or XR650. Tel 01782 351047 (Staffs)

Armstrong MT500, T&T, Sportax stage one head fitted,
two spare Rotax engines, two frames, enough parts for
another bike, £1500 complete. Tel 01380 723244 (Wilts)
Kawasaki KDX250SR, 1995, T&T, autolube, USD forks,
new ACI10s, just serviced, Renthals, barkbusters, road
legal lights, spares, vgc, £1550 ono.

Tel 01483 535770 (Surrey)

Yamaha WR250F, 2004, only 217km, elec start, as
new, reluctant sale, £4000 ono or would consider

p/x car/van/bike. Tel (mobile) 07860 921071 or
(work) 01280 817276 (Bucks)

129 TEBM

Montesa SSDT replica 349cc, T&T, few road miles,
mint cond, £1100 ovno. Tel 01792 522444 (W Glam)
Husaberg FE450e, 2004, taxed, only 450 miles, full

road kit, sump/handguards, as new cond, £3995.

Tel 07831 440852 (Notts)

Honda XL250 Degree, H-reg, MoT, water cooled, low
seat height, elec start, new c+s, reliable and fun, £1000.
Tel 01271 326849 (Devon)

Honda XR400R, 51-reg, 4000km, too many extras to
list, green lane use only, used twice last year, mint
cond, £2700. Tel (mobile) 07775 870828 or

0121 745 7360 (W Mids)

Honda XR400R, 1997, T&T, engine rebuild, many new
parts inc plastics/c+s/pads, exc cond, great trail bike,
£1750. Tel 01926 817183 (Warks)

Honda XR250L, elec start Jap import, T&T, 280cc,
flat-slide carb, big-bore exhaust, exc trail or commuter,
£1500. Tel 01926 817183 (Warks)

Kawasaki KLX250, 1994, T&T, elec start, new Stoneking
rear tyre, great cond, £1500. Tel (mobile) 07973 198306
or 01664 434258 (Leics)

Husqvarna TE619, S-reg, MoT, lighter kickstart compe-
tition model, many extras and spares, never missed a
beat, superb bike, £1600. Tel 01257 791314 (Lancs)
Suzuki DR350 enduro, 1999 model, air-cooled, one
owner, CRD exhaust system, loads of extras, new tyres,
immaculate, £2000. Tel 01603 759508 (Norfolk)

CCM 6408 Enduro, 1999, T-reg, 636¢c, purple, T&T,
only 5500 miles, some spares, good cond.

Tel (mobile) 07962 261906 or 01932 567373 (Surrey)
Gas Gas EC250, X-reg, red, T&T, Excels, Gold Series
pipe, clean bike, ready to go, £2000 ono.

Tel 01245 252711 (Essex)

Kawasaki KDX200, 03-reg, Furo import bought March
2003, only 500 miles, one owner, little use, vge, £2600.
Tel 01420 590223 (Hants)

CCM 404DS, 2004, plus supermoto wheel package,
exiras, mint cond, £4250. Tel 01536 771791 (Leics)
Honda CRM250 AR, 1999, one owner, good cond,
injury forces sale, £2250. Tel 01785 243805 (Staffs)
KTM 300EXC, 2002, Six Days model, hand / sump-
guards, garaged last 18 months, vge, owner retiring,
Tel 07859 903988 (N Ireland)

Husaberg FE501, 1996, MoT, green lane use, vgc,
£1500 ovno. Tel 07774 266857 (Chester)

Honda XR600RT, Nov 1995, 7500km, various new
parts, used for gentle green laning by mature rider,
exc cond, £1775 ono. Tel 01380 720823 (Wilis)

Suzuki DR650SE, 1996, MoT, 15500 miles,

elec start, Datatag, some spares, £1595 ono.

Tel 01980 629322 (Wilts)

Suzuki DR350, 1998, T&T, 7000 miles, elec start,
Renthals, bashplate, handguards, two sets of tyres,
recently serviced, £1595. Tel 07956 308804 (Surrey)
Honda XR400R, 2001, 51-reg, 4000km, green lane

use, good cond, £2500. Tel (mobile) 07775 808551 or
01438 760210 (Herts)

Kawasaki KE100, 1998, S-reg, green, only 2200 miles,
starts and runs well, ¢/w Haynes workshop manual,
good cond, £750 ono. Tel 01367 820688 (Oxon)

Honda CRM250 AR, 2000, W-reg, DEP system,
hand/frame /sumpguards, black Excels, Renthals, wide
pegs, mint cond, £2850 ovno. Tel 07973 395288 (Dorset)
Kawasaki KDX220R, 2001, T&T, only 4000 miles, green

Jane use, totally standard bike, £1950 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07941 93549(?) or 01453 519621 (Gloucs)
CCM 562, 1988, not used for over six years, did run,
make me an offer or WHY. Tel 020 8686 5627 (Surrey)
Kawas.aki KX250, 1991, road reg'd, T&T, green lane use,
DEP pipe, graphics, new c+s, good tyres, well main-
tained, reliable, £1195 ono. Tel 07775 701573 (Gloucs)
KTM 450EXC, 2004, one owner, little use, exc cond,
£4150 ono. Tel (mobile) 07721 833494 or
01579 371077 (Cornwall)
Honda XR250R, 02-reg, 2700km, Fatbars, Acerbis
handguards, vgc, £2500 ono. Tel (mobile) 07870 218873
or 01980 629264 (Wilts)
Honda CRM250 mKII, T&T, very reliable,
job loss forces reluctant sale, £1600 ono.
Tel 07732 767331 (Warks)
Aprilia Pegaso 650, X-reg, MoT, low miles, new
c+s/battery / tyres, top box, great cond, £1900 ono.
Tel Rob on 02920 693768 (S Wales)
Gas Gas EC300, late 2003, road reg’d, one owner,
hand/sump/frameguards, loads of spares,
maintained regardless of cost, £2850.
Tel Andy on 07973 460939 (Lancs)
Honda XR400R, 1998, white, T&T, Renthals,
handguards, One Ind graphics, fender bag, green
lane use only, £1795. Tel 07850 715305 (Beds)
Kawasaki KDX250SR, 1992, T&T, USD forks, MX and
road tyres, exc cond, £1300. Tel (mobile) 07793 307598
or 01628 529472 (Bucks)
KTM 125EXC, 1995, T&T, Ohlins/Marzocchi
suspension, recent steering-head / wheel bearings,
£900. Tel 01453 836954 (Gloucs)
Honda XR400R, 2002, red, UK bike, 1300km, new
tyres, green lane use only, superb bike, £2795 ono.
Tel 01423 569127 (N Yorks)
Yamaha XT600 Tenere, 1987, T&T, 40000km, plus two
sets of tyres and aluminium panniers, good cond, £950
ono. Tel (mobile) 07976 265868 or 01253 826487 (Lancs)
Honda CRM250 mkII, 1991, white/orange, T&T,
10000km, original clean cond, £1395. Also Suzuki
TS125R, 1996, blue/ white, MoT, 5700 miles,
exceptional, £1195. Tel 01933 663823 (Northants)
Husqvarna TE250, 2004, very little use, carbon hand-
guards, new baby forces reluctant sale, £4000 ovno.
Tel (mobile) 07977 124282 or 01902 410833 (W Mids)
‘Yamaha WR400F, 2000, X-reg, FMF pipe, hand / frame-
ﬁuards, lighting kit, original unmarked panels, little use
ence sale, £2400 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07815 543704 or
(home) 01282 817409 (Lancs)
KTM 200EGS, 1999, MoT, 5000km, autolube, rebuilt
engine, lightweight, good trailie, softer seat/suspension
than EXC, £2050 ovno or may swap for XR400/600R.
Tel 01603 431420 (Norfolk)
Ossa 250 trials, 1976, T&T, recent engine rebuild,
many new parts, new tyres, Mikuni carb, vge, £700 ono.
Tel 01242 234585 (Gloucs)
Honda Dominator 650, W-reg, 6000 miles, as new,
£2500 or p/x BMW R/GS80 or cheap trials, or enduro
lightweight 350-ish. Tel (mobile) 07980 480032 or
01295 750665 (Oxon)
Husaberg FE400e, 2002, road legal, green laned only,
exc orginal cond, £2200. Tel Chris on (mobile) 07786
732545 or 01484 685723 (W Yorks)
Honda CR250/500 Hybrid, 1998, road reg’d with age
related plate, little use, good cond, cheap insurance.
Tel 07803 928531 (Norfolk)
Honda CRF450R, 2002, road reg'd, taxed, handguards,
sumpguard, regularly serviced, full spares, £2500.
Tel 01525 850607 (Beds)

Kawasaki KDX220R, 2003, FMF, Renthals, barkbusters,
new pads/ plastics, recent suspension rebuild, good
cond, £2150. Tel Jem on (mobile) 07921 716612 or
01438 238979 (Herts)
Yamaha DT250MX, 1980, MoT, rebuilt engine
with most other parts new or reconditioned, £875.
Tel 01895 234767 (Middx)
Yamaha XT600E, 2002, black, 3500 miles, Datatag,
exc cond, £2450. Tel 01827 708740 (Staffs)
Honda XR600, 1985, hardly used for the last 16 years,
good cond for age, £950 ono. Tel 01722 414881 (Wilts)
Husqvarna TE610, X-reg, HPI report, rebuilt rear shock,
clean and reliable, £1800 or p/x for 100/125¢cc trailie.
Tel 07813 683410 (Notts)
KTM 250SX, 2002, road reg'd, weighted flywheel,
enduro pipe, revalved forks, well maintained enduro
weapon, bargain, £2300 ono. Tel 07976 648371 (Lancs)
KTM 450EXC, 2003 model, 52-reg, factory sump/hand-
guards, ¢/w supermoto wheels, well maintained, very
clean bike, £3950 ono. Tel 07976 648371 (Lancs)
Honda XR400R, 02-reg, sumpguard, trail use only, stan-
dard original cond, still has mirrors/indicators etc, first
to see will buy, £2700. Tel 07860 655956 (Co Durham)
HRD GS125 Enduro, 1999, T&T, very rare YZ-based
bike, totally rebuilt, Ohlins, Nissin, Paioli etc, very
exotic bike with great performance, £2250.
Tel 01663 747167 (Derbys)
Yamaha Serow, 1992, T&T, same elderly owner for last
eight years, elec start, new battery, good clean cond,
£1000. Tel 01275 839677 (Bristol)
Suzuki DR-Z400E SK3, July ‘03, road reg’d, taxed, 2700
miles, Renthals, barkbusters, spares, maintained to a
high standard, vgc, £3000. Tel 020 8310 9658 (London)
Honda CRM250 mklIl, 1992, bashplate, frame/hand-
guards, DEP system plus original, enduro tyres, good
cond, £1350 ono. Tel 01295 738094 (Oxon)
Suzuki DR650RS, 1990, red, T&T, pre elec start model
but kick-starts easily, vgc, £1395 ono.
Tel 01772 436629 (Lancs)
Honda XR400R, R-reg, T&T, well maintained, good
trailie, some extras inc grips/graphics etc, good cond,
£2000 ono. Tel (mobile) 07796 005353 or
0115 877 7279 (Notts)
Yamaha WR450F, 2003, CRD alloy frameguards,
Acerbis brushguards, new c+s/Renthals/ and oil /air
filters, bargain at £3500. Tel 01249 890491 (Wilts)
Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1996, N-reg, 13000km,
handguards, rear rack, very nice cond, £1495.
Tel 01483 760293 (Surrey)
Gas Gas EC200, 1999/2000 model, hundreds spent,
top spec, not a penny spared, like new, ring for details,
£1900 or offers. Tel 07764 209904 (Lincs)
KTM 450EXC, 2003, CRD sumpguard, clutchsaver,
well maintained, light use, some spares, vgc, £3750.
Tel 07778 376241 (Devon)
Gilera RC600, red, 9500 miles, import, got all
papers to register, nice condition, £1250 ono.
Tel 01671 403324 (Scotland)
Gas Gas EC450FSE, 2003, trail model, light green lane
use only, just serviced inc new tyre/c+s/air filter etc,
vge, £3495. Tel 07831 440852 (Notts)
CCM 404, 2004, black, taxed, elec start, ten months old,
only one trip off-road, WP suspension, fantastic ride,
superb cond, £3695 ono. Tel 07747 841518 (Hants)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2002, T&T, CRD system,
One Ind graphics, Renthals, vgc, £2500.
Tel 07841 012495 (Somerset)
Gas Gas EC300, 2003 model, 52 reg, sump/hand-
guards, Michelins, rear mousse, well maintained and
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reliable, £2600. Tel Andrew on (mobile) 07970 003003
or 01795 430832 (Kent)

CCM 404E, 04-reg, 600 miles, sump/frameguards, plen-
ty of new spares, good condition, £3350 ono or consider
swap KTM or Gas Gas two-stroke of similar year.

Tel (mobile) 07771858793 or 01833 690171 (Co Durham)
Kawasaki KLR250, 1987, T&T, great greenlaner /
commuter, good condition, £675 ono.

Tel 01935 420614 (Somerset)

Gas Gas EC300, 53-reg, 1500 miles, Renthal Fatbars,
carbon exhaust protector, green lane use only, very
good condition, £2900. Tel (mobile) 07973814529 or
01993 830471 (Oxon)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2001, black, MoT, 6000 miles,

CRD exhaust plus orginal, spare sprockets, AlphaDot
security, £2400. Tel (mobile) 07973 968906 or

01963 362124 (Dorset)

Gas Gas EC200, 51-reg, T&T, new tyres/c+s, green

lane use, well maintained and tidy bike, £1800.

Tel 01376 322314 (Essex)

Honda NX650 Dominator, T-reg, red, T&T, 20000 miles,
extras, reliable, great green laner or commuter, £1600
ono. Tel 01278 685715 (Somerset)

Gas Gas Pampera, 2002, only 1500miles, new Renthal
c+s/pads, Domino bars, exc cond, well maintained,
£1895. Tel (mobile) 07733 322218 or 01992 411245 (Herts)
Honda XR400R, 2000 model, 3000km, owned from
new, £2300. Tel (mobile) 07850 718213 or

01457 876788 (Lancs)

Suzuki DR-Z400 K2, taxed, 2200 miles, Tag bars, DEP
exhaust, green lane use only, exc condition, £2850.

Tel 07766 058664 (Hants)

Yamaha XT350, 1991, MoT, same owner for nearly four
years, clean bike, £1295 or p/x similar newer bike.

Tel (mobile) 07860 863331 or 01625 859965 (Cheshire)
Yamaha WR426F, 2002, T&T, new tyres/c+s, top-end
rebuild by Yamaha dealer, recently run-in, exc cond,
£2995 ono. Tel 07708 359670 (Essex)

Honda XR400R, 1999, V-reg, white, T&T, 5600km,

FMF Q-pipe, Talons/Excels, Braking, key ignition,

¢/ w original wheels/exhaust, exc cond, £2700.

Tel 01264 335097 (Hants)

Husqvarna TE410, 1997, kickstart enduro model,
Renthals, brushguards, Talons, plus original wheels,
workshop manual, DR-Z forces sale, £1600 ovno.

Tel 01962 886323 (Hants)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2000, W-reg, T&T, 16000 miles,

new stainless system, frameguards, Renthals, bashplate,
good cond, £2150. Tel 01737 785476 (Surrey)

Yamaha WR250F, late 2002, taxed, unused for one year,
'03 cam and YZ pipe, £2750. Tel 01953 888348 (Norfolk)
Honda XR250R, 1998, R-reg, T&T, red fenders, white
tank, recent graphics, Renthals, new Michelin AC10s,
good cond, can email pic, £1750.

Tel 01686 629734 (Powys)

KTM 200EXC(GS), 02-reg, taxed, autolube, 12L tank,
hand /sumpguards, clutchsaver, spares manuals, ready
for trail /enduro use, £2450. Tel 01923 352828 (Herts)
Kramit 250GS enduro, 2000, road reg’d, Ohlins shock,
Showa forks, lots of extras, ready to race, £1350 ono.
Tel 01926 496694 (Warks)
Honda CRM250 mkII, recent rear tyre/c+s,

Proskill exhaust, £1650. Tel 07785 928637 (N Yorks)
KTM 200EXC(GS), 2002, T&T, autolube, handguards,
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bashplate, clutchsaver, new tyre, receipts, £2650.
Tel 01476 402447 (Lincs)
Yamaha TTR250 Open Enduro, 1999, T&T,
12000km, new tyres, lots of extras, reliable, £1500.
Tel 07801 246018 (Surrey)
KTM 400EXC, 2002, UK bike, 1400 miles, history,

reen lane use only, sump/handguards, vgc, £3400.
Tel (mobile) 07813 791067 or 01233 625937 (Kent)
Husaberg FE450e, 2005 model, road reg’d, four months
old, elec start, 30 hours’ light green lane use, as new,
£4300 ovno. Tel 01229 587834 (Cumbria)
KTM 400EXC, April 04, 53 hours’ /1200 miles of
trail use, sump/handguards, exc cond, £4100 ovno.
Tel 01405 818896 (S Yorks)
Honda CRM250 mkII, 1993, MoT, very little use
since total refurb, exc cond, can email pics, £1745 ono.
Tel 01332 767634 (Derbys)
Honda XR650R, 52-reg, 1000 miles, Mikuni carb,
Akrapovic, Acerbis tank, DID c+s, plus original bits,
exc cond, £3200. Tel (mobile) 07788 754358 or
01945 583672 (Cambs)
Husqvarna WR125, 2003 model, Excels, N-Style
graphics, Renthals, just had engine rebuild, no
expense spared, ideal first enduro bike, £2500 ono.
Tel 01623 656474 (Notts)
Yamaha TY175, 1980, used by beginner for club trials,
new clutch/points/shocks/c+s/ cables, good starter,
fair cond, £525 ono. Tel 01932 848747 (Surrey)
Honda XR250, 2000 model, red, low miles, green lane
use only, vgc, new bike forces sale, £2100 ono.
Tel 07815 094521 (Devon)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, July ‘03, yellow, road reg'd, taxed,
2300 miles, Renthals, brushguards, maintained to high
standard, vgc, £3000. Tel 020 8310 9658 (London)
His ‘n’ hers overland trailies, Honda XR650R, 2003,
carries 42L fuel and 11L water. Also XR650L, 2002,
carries 43L fuel, Touratech luggage, extras inc GPS,
£4000 each or £7500 the pair. Tel 07930 400494 (Middx)
Honda CRM250 mkIII, N-reg, T&T, 7000km, Renthals,
DEP exhaust, brush/frameguards, rally levers, new
tyres/c+s, lady owner, £1695. Tel 020 8249 2767 (Kent)
Yamaha TT500, 1979, road reg'd, recent
rebuild / paint/ plastics, vgc, £950 ono.
Tel 07812 984588 (Shrops)
Honda XR600, 51-reg, 1700 miles, road use only,
CRD system, awesome bike in mint cond, £2800.
Tel 07981 791263 (W Yorks)
Yamaha TT600R Belgarda, 2002, 51-reg, T&T, 9000km,
Ohlins. Paioli, Brembo, Excel etc, brushguards, superb
bike, £2495. Tel (mobile) 07788 790966 or 01244 533855
(Flintshire)

Honda CRM250 mkIII, 1997, red / white, DEP pipe,
sump /brushguards, Aeroquip hoses, plus all original
parts, well maintained, £2000.

Tel 01903 756759 (W Sussex)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000 model, T&T,

hand /sump/ frameguards, casesavers, quiet pipe,
£2150. Tel 07970 540046 (Dorset)

Honda XR400R, 2002, T&T, Renthals, CRD bashplate,
frameguards, new road legal tyres, exc cond, £2550.
Tel Tony on 01895 820394 (Middx)

CCM 604E, 2001, many extras and some spares,

first class cond, £2700 ono or may p/x for XR400R/
DR-Z400. Tel 01978 842489 (Wales)

](awasaki KLE250 Super Sherpa, 2000, T&T, 6000
miles, new tyres/battery, hardly used since imported,
smart little bike, bargain at £1795.
Tel 01997 421911 (Scotland)
Honda CR250, 2003, road reg’d, Talon wheels with 18in
rear, exc enduro/H&H bike, little use hence immaculate
cond, must be seen, £2650. Tel 01305 269716 (Dorset)
Honda CRF250X, 2004, virtually unused toy, not even
done 100 miles, Trailtech speedo, £4000.
Tel (mobile) 07793 914802 or 0113 257 8904 (W Yorks)
Husaberg FE450e, 2004 model, road reg'd, elec start,
n lane use only, well maintained, exc original cond,
£3300. Tel 01229 587834 (Cumbria)
Husqvarna TE450, 2004, UK bike, very well main-
tained, frameguards, Tag bars, exc cond, £3600.
Tel 01323 761792 (Sussex)
Yamaha WR426F, Jan 2002, T&T, 2700 miles, GPR race
exhaust plus original, many extras and spares, hot-start
button, well maintained, good cond, £2750 ono.
Tel 01827 880451 (Leics)
Yamaha WR250F, 2003, road reg’d, taxed, elec start,
good clean bike, £3250. Tel (mobile) 07771 561161 or
01202 883924 (Dorset)
Cagiva Elefant 900E, 1996, under 16000 miles,
very clean and tidy, can email pics, £1750 ovno.
Tel 01604 845657 (Northants)
Yamaha TTR250, 1994, L-reg, dual start, regular
oil changes, new tyres, good cond, £1495.
Tel 0113 263 7621 (W Yorks)
Moto Morini Kanguro Valentini, rare endurance
model, T&T, large tank, twin headlights, green lane
use, different and fun, original cond, £1200 ono.
Tel 01827 880451 (Leics)
Kawasaki KLR650, 2001, Y-reg, T&T, UK bike,
5000 miles, FKSH, never been off-road, vgc, £2495.
Tel 0113 263 7621 (W Yorks)
Armstrong MT500 enduro special, built in 1995, ex
Shaun Skinner, with spares inc forks/wheels, disc front-
end, good cond, £700 ono. Tel 01785 716553 (Staffs)
Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, black, MoT, owned for nine
years, £950 ono. Tel 01747 828532 (Wilts)
Yamaha TT250R, 2000, T&T, blue plastic tank, dual
start, Renthals, CRD bashplate, handguards, Trailtech,
good cond. Tel (mobile) 07899 892062 or
01256 895369 (Hants)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2002, 2200 miles, well maintained,
some spares, exc cond, £2100. Tel (mobile) 07721 033368
or 01474 353760 (Kent)
Honda CRM250 AR, 1999, black/red, T&T, DEP
system, bashplate, handguards, Renthals, exc cond,
£2600. Tel 01273 463021 (W Sussex)

WMRNTED

Wanted parts for 1989 Yamaha XT600Z Tenere, blue
sidepanels, front wheel, workshop manual, rear plastic
mudguard, centre stand, plus any consumables.

Tel 02871 291575 (N Ireland)

Wanted parts for Yamaha XT600 1991-onwards,
frame forks, seat, aftermarket silencer.

Tel 07793 487663 (Essex)

Wanted 500-600cc 4T trailie, may consider two-stroke,
trail /enduro anything considered, any age, poss p/x
1800cc Diesel Courier van. Tel 07977 099020 (Lancs)
Wanted sumpguard for Suzuki DR-Z400S.

Tel 01905 422798 (Worcs)

Wanted aftermarket headers for Honda XR400R.

Tel 01302 709510 (S Yorks)

Wanted top-end for Husqvarna TE610E, or
complete engine. Tel (mobile) 07765 865533 or
01637 872708 (Cornwall)
Wanted off-road wheels for 2002 Yamaha YZ125 and
2003 Gas Gas EC300, 18 or 19in rears, with or w/o
discs/ tyres. Tel 01603 712470 (Norfolk)
Wanted parts for XR250R, original silencer, bashplate,
wheels, plastics, WHY. Tel 01455 822187 (Leics)
Wanted 18in rear wheel for KTM 520EXC, 2002 model.
Tel 01487 740673 (Cambs)
Wanted original enduro tail-light for DR-Z.
Tel (mobile) 07909 922579 or 01428 727355 (Hants)
Wanted KTM 450EXC spares, rads, subframe, footrests,
plastics, exhaust etc. Tel 01773 776466 (Notts)
Wanted standard exhaust system or quieter for Honda
CRF450R, 2002 model, for enduro use.
Tel (after 18:30) 01543 451621 (Staffs)
Wanted big trail bike owners, are you interested in
weekend rides in N Wales, no timewasters, phone for
details. Tel 01785 243805 (Midlands)
Wanted three-bike trailer, in good cond, will lighting
board if possible. Tel 01380 720823 (Wilts)
Wanted KTM 300EXC, for around £2500, preferably
in Croydon area. Tel 020 8686 5627 (Surrey)
Wanted good air-cooled engine for 1981 RM250,
or spares to repair mine, desperate for gasket set.
Tel (after 6pm) 01380 726421 (Wilts)
Wanted CRM250 mkII/III, cash waiting for sorted bike.
Tel 07869 145392 (Northants)
Wanted parts for Honda TL125S, complete indicator
set, rear light bracket assembly, toolbox assembly:.
Tel 01904 490764 (Yorks)
Wanted rear footrests for DR350.
Tel (mobile) 07719974637 or 01489 895133 (Hants)
Wanted 41mm front forks for Yamaha XT350, and /or
front wheel or any spares. Tel 07748 180273 (Herts)
Wanted DT50 or TS50, good condition preferred but
anything which is all there and has a V5, I'm in Iraq
'til May so email response only, however, bike can
be picked up promptly. Contact PhilHar@aol.com.
Wanted TBM issues 1,2,98 and 108 onwards,
good price paid. Tel 01377 219034 (E Yorks)
Wanted Yamaha XT350 engine.
Tel 07966 015756 (Essex)
Wanted BMW Boxer parts, anything considered.
Tel (mobile) 07881 668650 or 01270 882367 (Staffs)
Wanted your supermoto, to swap or p/x for my
Suzuki 1200 Bandit, with £2500 worth of extras, WHY.
Tel 07788 121155 (Yorks)
Wanted exhaust and sumpguard for 2004 Yamaha
TTR250. Tel 07815 094521 (Devon)
Wanted standard fuel tank for DR-Z400E.
Tel (eves) 01743 792431 (Shrops)
Wanted Honda CRM125 or Kawasaki KDX125, road
reg’d and prefer with T&T, up to £900, can collect, only
genuine bikes considered. Tel 01932 848747 (Surrey)

SPARARES

Alpinestars Vector boots, brand new, US size 10,

£140. Kids M2R helmets, Chad Reed replica, Ezra Lusk
replica, brand new, cost £160 each, sell for £100 each.
Tel 07989 103220 (Yorks)

Trelleborg ‘“Army Special’ tyre, 21x3.50, 200 miles use,
£30. Dominator bits, complete standard exhaust system,
good cond, £90. Givi tall screen, used once, works well,
£25. Bashplate, £10. Tel 01625 613600 (Cheshire)
Three-bike trailer, ladder chassis, 10in wheels, spare
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wheel, good tyres, fold-down light-board, professional-
ly built. Tel 01491 680566 (Berks)

Bieffe kevlar competition helmet, size large /60,

white with red chequered graphics, unused, £55 ono.
Tel 07977 099020 (Lancs)

Assorted oils-seals for various 70s/80s/90s dirt bikes,
Jap and Euro, trail/MX/ trials, over 70 seals, £65 the lot.
Tel 07977 099020 (Lancs)

Remus exhaust and Y-piece for BMW R1150GS,

exc cond, £200 ono. Tel (mobile) 07932 112065 or

01494 524568 (Bucks)

Wheel for Yamaha WR250/450F, Excel rims, tyres and
discs, as new, £300 ono. Tel (mobile) 07932 112065 or
01494 524568 (Bucks)

Issues of TBM, 36 in total, from 58-112, all in as new
cond, £54 plus £6 postage. Tel 07973 254579 (Hants)
CRD Absolute Power silencer for DR-Z, like new,
£100. Tel (mobile) 07909 922579 or 01428 727355 (Hants)
Full DEP system for Honda CRF250X, with new

main jet, three weeks old, £280 ono will post.

Tel (mobile) 07861 668883 or 01453 834582 (Gloucs)
Breaking Honda Transalp, rear disc model, blown
gearbox, all parts except fairing and frame, good
exhaust, disc etc. Tel 01302 859857 (S Yorks)
Trail/enduro fenders, wheel bearings, oil seals,

tyres, off-road clothing plus more, from £5.

Tel 07977 099020 (Lancs)

Breaking KTM Duke II, 2003/04, all parts available.
Tel David on 07762 376422 (Essex)

Suzuki DR-Z400 spares, 2004, digital clocks, £60. Talon
lowering link, £25. Wide pegs, £25. Pair of rads, £160,
Plus other odds ‘n’ ends. Tel 07830 288080 (Essex)
Yamaha WR250F spares, 2002, loads available inc
engine and CDI unit, plus high capacity tank, open

to offers, will split. Tel 0115 944 1192 (Derbys)

Two sets of Renthal bars, braced, blue plus one set

of alloy barkbusters, all new and unused, £30 the lot.
Tel 07960 078278 (S Yorks)

KLX300 performance parts, cams, £130. Carb, £60.
Front pipe, £50. Grippy seat-cover with timecard
holder, new, £25. Tel 01285 720921 (Gloucs)
Single-bike box trailer, indespension units, spare
wheel, and trailerboard, £105. Tel 01252 715346 (Surrey)
R1150GS Wunderlust (?) Adventure screen, brand
new, cost £110, offers. Tel 07802 925609 (Northumberland)
IMS large tank for 1996-2001 YZ125/250, white,

very tidy, £65 ono. Tel 0117 613 626 (Bristol)

Acerbis 15L tank for 2002 YZ426F. Also FMF pipe,
standard spare tyres and plastics, outstanding cond.
Tel 07782 193269 (Cheshire)

Parts for CCM R30, black hugger, £60. Road /race alloy
can, oval, with removable baffle, £75. Both as new.

Tel Chris on 01625 423836 (Cheshire)

Standard wheels for YZ450F, good cond, £350 ono or
poss ex 18in rear for 2001 YZ250, NOT 450 as it's too
wide. Tel (mobile) 07770 433772 or 020 8460 3122
(London)

Suzuki DR-Z400 parts, complete forks, £195. Swingarm
and shock, £95. Rear sub-frame and airbox, £75. Front
caliper, master cylinder, and hose, £95. Digi speedo, £60.
Tel 01296 630396 (Bucks)

Wheels for Kawasaki KLX650, ¢/ w discs, sprocket and
good Metz tyres, vgc, £110 ono. Tel 01427 891211 (5 Yorks)
Garmin 12XL GPS, £50. Touratech bracket for 12XL,
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£20. ICO trip meter for rallies, £100.

Tel 01543 481629 (Staffs)

Acerbis 23L tank to fit Yamaha XT600E, white, £125.
Rear rack for same, £40. Tel 01827 708740 (Staffs)

Soft seat to fit KTM 400EXC, vgc, no holes, will

fit other models, ride in comfort for £35 ono.

Tel 01797 344452 (Kent)

Parts for XR400R, Acerbis forkguards, front fender,
headlight, trip, pegs, offers. Two pairs of MX jeans,

30 and 32in waist, plus one jersey, £25.

Tel 07702 064710 (Wilts)

DR-Z forks, shock and subframe, loads of bits,

ring for details. Tel 02392 632418 (Hants)

Suzuki TS185C or ER barrel and head, plus CDL
TS185C headlight, tank, might be more, £60 the lot.

Tel 01453 768528 (Gloucs)

Armstrong MT500 forks and yokes, one seal leaking
but otherwise good cond, green, offers.

Tel (mobile) 07881 668650 or 01270 882367 (Staffs)
Silencer to fit Yamaha Serow, good condition but
altered with larger internal and exit pipe for better
flow, still quiet, £30 plus postage. Also rear wheel for
KMX200, good cond, £20 plus postage.

Tel 01933 315307 (Northants)

DR800 bits, plastics, headlight, bars, handguards,
seat, rear pegs, bashplate, indicators, rack, rear light,
sub-frame, all fair cond, ring for prices.

Tel 07876 657898 (Herts)

XR400R parts, FMF Q-pipe, exc cond, £100. Wide
pegs, £30. Trailtech computer, as new, never fitted, £70.
All plus pé&p. Tel 0121 745 7360 (W Mids)

KTM enduro wheels, brand new, 1.60x21 and 2.15x21,
will fit 2003-05 two-and four-strokes, £425 the pair inc
p&p. Tel 01481 239611 (Guernsey)

Yamaha 125¢cc engine, four-stroke, elec start, with loom
and all ancillaries, ready for transplant or project, £200.
Tel 01638 731996 (Cambs)

DEP exhaust for Gas Gas EC200, 2002-03, hardly used,
exc cond, £100 plus p&p. Tel (mobile) 07786 312612 or
01386 832111 (W Mids)

FMEF Ti exhaust to fit KTM 400-520, 2000-02,

as new, £230. Tel 07816 604132 (S Wales)

Fan assembly for CRF250X, still in box, £100.

Tel (mobile) 07793 914802 or 0113 2578904 (W Yorks)
Parts for Honda XR650, Talon rear wheel, red hub,
stainless nipples, £200. Arrow exhaust system,

£200. IMS 20L tank, £150. All six months old.

Tel 01795 661911 (Kent)

Pair of wheels for Yamaha XT350, alloy rims, front
disc, sprocket, exc cond, £120. Tel 01453 768528 (Gloucs)

STOLEN

Stolen Yamaha WR250F, frame no JYACG11W00003257,
engine no G322E005395, black frame, IMS tank, Scotts
steering damper, Dr D pipe, BBR kick and brake levers,
taken from Belfast on 18-01-05. Tel (mobile) 07752
116112 or 02890 90286758 (Co Antrim)

Stolen Yamaha TTR250, 2003, blue, reg BL53 ENX,
frame no JYADG02X83A006971, blue rear fender bag,
blue/white Acerbis handguards, Pirelli MT18s, stolen
from Dudley on 12-02-05. Tel (mobile) 07799 0574847

or 01384 861723 (W Mids)

To order copies, phone the TBM Hotline on 020 7903 3993.
Each issue costs £4.50, which includes postage and packing.
some earlier issues are also still available. You can find a

full list and order copies at our on-line store:
www.trailbikemag.com

May 200169, .Rant, Allens Suzuki DR-Z400S Special, ‘01 TM300E, | Was On Gold Until...,
‘01 Triumph Flgu 9551: launch test, Staff Bikes: BMW R1150GS, World Enduro
Championship rd1 hane Peterh s Yamaha WR250F Special, Reader’s

Report: KTM 125EXC, Project KLX300R pt2.
June 2001 70, TM250 4T, XR650R v Husky TEG10E v (CM 604E, Baja trail holiday, Baja or Bust; The Baja
500, Trailer v Van v Bike rack, Reader's Special: Gilera Yamaha XT660E hybrid, | Was On Gold Until...
August 2001 72, Fast Eddy rd2, Trail riding holiday in Scotland, KTM 250EXC 4T -launch
test, R1150GS v Navigator - Stella Alpina Rally, ‘01 400 Shootout: KTM v VOR v DR-Zv
WRA26F v FE400E, WEC rd6, Reader’s Special: X(R340, Project KLX300R pt3.

September 2001 73, John Deacon remembered, KTM 250EXC 2T - Rand Auvergne, Trail riding in
northwest Scotland, British ISDE prospects, Sachs X125, Staff Bikes: R115065 & WR250Z, Trail

riding in Dubai, Reader’s Spedial: (R330 SM

October 2001 74, WR426F SM, Gas Gas Pampera mkill, Triumph Tiger 955i, TM 400,

21/4T power, 76th ISDE, Transdanubia Rally, Reader’s Special: DR800.

November 2001 75, Milan show, Royal Enfield 350T, Secondhand test: Husky TE350 - Hafren Rally,

Project KLX300R pt4 - ISDE, Reader’s Special: YZ250F, Staff Bikes: KTM Duke & VOR EN400, Trail riding

in Canada, British Enduro Champs - Natterjack Enduro, | Was On Gold Until...
D'ecember 2001 76, Husaberg FS650C SM, Rant, 2001 round-up, CRF450R, Rally of
Discovery - Crete, Staff Bikes: R1150GS, Project IT490 - Weston Beach Race.

. January 2002 77, FMF DR-Z spedial, Technically Speaking - valve clearances, Indoor endura, Special tests

Juha Salminen, Trail riding in Iceland, DR-ZS v CRM v Pampera, Bike Buyer's Guide, Aussie sand racer.
February 2002 78, Alfer VR125, Rant x2, Doing the Rounds - Wiltshire TRF, Dakar Rallye,
(Gas EC400FSE, Product review - handguards, David Knight, | Was On Gold Until...

20:12}479' S‘\;;ukl V-Strom - launch test, Doing the Rounds: Diamonds MCC, 200 Shoatout:
v KTM v KDX, Winter Warmer, Staff Bikes: WR250Z, Product review - hy
d Knigh, Vertemati E501. o
April 2002 80, Praga 250, Rant, Writes of Way, Doing the Rounds: Peak District, BMW
115065 Adventure - first UK test, The Future's Bright - KTM history, Product review -
‘body armour, British Enduro Champs - Breckland, World Enduro Champs rd1, David
ht, Alfer VR250.
2002 81, Motorhispania Furia 50, Doing the Rounds: Cormwall, (CM 644 DS, Rolling Thunder -
History, Product review - kit bags, Cambrian Rally, World Enduro Champs rd2, David Knight,
ed and Abused: XR250.
m&m DR-24005, Doing the Rounds: John Deacon memorial, 250 4T
tou v WR-F v TM, Product review - gloves, Rally of Disc Trail in
Zealand, World Enduro Champs rd3&4, David Knight. "
12002 83, KTM 450EXC - launch test, Rant, Doing the Rounds; Lincoln, Past Present and Pesto -
5 KTM v02 WR-F, Master Cass - ositoning, 21 v 4T - Husaberg 400 v Gas Gas 250, Product
review - braceless bars, Staff Bikes: KDX220, World Enduro Champs rd5/687, David Knight.
August 2002 84, Gilera Apache, Erzberg Iron Road Rodeo, Product review - crash helmets
(pt 1), Master Class - Cambers/hills, Alfer/Yamaha 250 prototype, Trail riding in Andorra,
Used and Abused: XT225 Serow, Welsh Two Day Enduro, British Enduro Champs - Hafren,
September 2002 85, KTM 450EXC trail test, Rant, Extreme Lumezzane, Product review - crash helmets
(pt 2), Master Class - Ruts, Cannondale £440 - launch test, Coast to Coast - across Scotland, Used and
Abused: KTM 200EXC/EGS, Briish Enduro Champs - Catterick & Eppynt, David Knight.
October 2002 86, Munich Show, Rant, Dawn Till Dusk - 12hr enduro, Husqvarna TE400,
Master Class - Bogs, Australia by XT500, Product review - boots, Giovanni Sala profile,
Used and Abused: WR400F, British Enduro Champs - Natterjack, David Knight.
November 2002 87, Bracken & Haffen Rally Yamaha WRASOE - irst UK test, Master Class - Water,
Product review - enduro jackets, Jawa 653, Staff Bikes: KDX220, Five, Used and Abused - RMX250,

- ISDE David Knight.
 December 2002 88, End of year review, Rant, Reader's Special: DR2436 Rally, Master
*dass - Ditches/logs, Product review - air filters, Dictionary of Dirt, Trail riding in Australia,

Used and Abused: Gas Gas Pampera, Five, Scott Trial, Indoor enduro, David Knight.
February 2003 90, Rant,First Check; e-start XRA0OR, Frst Check: 2003 Varadero, Dakar Rallye, 300
Shootout: KTM v Gas Gas, Buying Power, Spanish trailriding, Eriksson profie, Sheffeld Tral, David Knight.
March 2003 91, First Check: Knighter’s WEC WRS00F, 250cc 4-T Shootout: KTM v Yam v TM

-V Husky, 125.2-Tv 250 4-T: KTM v Yam, Product review - headlights, Alto Turia Ride, Staff

: KDX220R, Triumph Twins, Carry On; Mitsubishi L200, Five, Six hour enduro.

April 2003 92, First Check; AJP PR4, First Check; Merriman's WEC HM CRE250, KTM 950 Adventure -
test, Unreliable Memoirs, From the Archives; Honda XL250 Motosport, Yamaha WR4S0F v
Gas Gas EC450FSE, British Enduro Champs - Breckland, World Enduro Champs rd1&2, David Knight.

May 2003 93, First Check; GNCC Racers, First Check; Beta Alp 200, Rant, 250 2-T Shootout:
Gas Gas v KTM v Husky v Kawasaki KXE, Geraint Jones Off-road Experience, From the
Archives; Suzuki PE, Staff Bikes; CRM/CR, First Love; Villa 125, WEC rd3, David Knight,
Readers’ Rides; Honda CR250.
June 2003 94, First Check; YZ250/Provini Governor, First Check; Factory Gas Gas EC125, Rant, Vertemati
E450E v KTM 450EXC, DT125, Montesa 250 Enduro H6/ Cambrian Rally, Cambrian Rally, Readers' Rides;
KTM/XT350, WEC rd4&5, David Knight, Scottish Six Days Trial.
July 2003 95, First Check; Factory VOR 450, First Check; Scorpa 125 4-T, Beta Alp 4.0 - first
test, Goggle prep, From the Archives; BMW R80G/S, Used and Abused - KTM 400EXC, WEC
rd6&7, David Knight, Dougie Lampkin trials school.
August 2003 96, first check; Yamaha TT600R, First Check; WEC winning Works KTMS00, Gas Gas
EC200, loW 0ff-Road Festival, From the Archives; BSA Bantam Bushman, Shane Watts, BEC - Hafren,
David Knight, 200 Club/Welsh Two day.
wu ’?,m Check; Honda CRF450XC, First Check; Husky TE250E, CCM
m-“ﬁim test, Used and Abused - Husaberg FES01, From the
Archives; Ducati Street Extreme L BEC - Eppynt, David Knight,
Five,Cary On; Proton Jumbuck.
mmnmm, Honda XR125L v Moto-Roma MRX125, Rant, 2004 KTM 250EXC 2-T,
Works KTM 250EXC 2-T, Dawn to Dissk, CCM 404DS/Dawn to Dusk, From the Archives; Husqvarna 360€,
BEC - Natterjack, UK XC - rd4, David Knight, Moto Gori retrospective.
November 2003 99, First Check; Husqvama TE450, Honda CRF250R - launch test, How
to change mousses, Tuareg Rally, Rally of Discovery, From the Archives; BSA Victor,
Staff Bikes; Kawasaki KDX220R, Trial des Nations, David Knight, Drag racing a dirt bike,
Crime of the Century - ISDE history.
December 2003 100, 5 Minutes With. .. Wayne Braybrook &Stefan Merriman, First Check; Yamaha
D1230 l,xm.ﬁst&d;hmaha 'WR450 2-Trac, Rant, KTM 280EXC, End of year review, Trail riding in
Tasmania, Dawn to Dusk 2004 regs, From the Archives; Bultaco Matador, ISDE - Brazil, David Knight,
Barcelona Indoor Enduro, Top Ten Enduro Riders. % Py
January 2004 101, Indoor trail/enduro park, Doing the Rounds; e Unreliables,
Dome BMW & Desert Rose KTM Dakar bikes, Moto Tour de France, 2004
Guide, From the Archives; Cheney Triumphs, Top Ten Trials Riders.
Febmavym 102, 2004 Events Calendar, Frst Check; Sherco 4.5i, Updating your dirt bike, Technically
Speaking; two-stroke of the future, BMW R120065 - launch test, Dakar Rallye, Husaberg FE4S0e,
Product test - waterproof riding kit, Cheap Speed pt 1 - Cagiva WMX500 project bike, From the
Archives; Montesa 360 H6.
March 2004 103, 5 Minutes With... Juha Salminen & Patsy Quick, Doing the Rounds;
Home Counties, Ten Reasons Why You Need a Trials Bike, Rekluse z-Start auto-
dutch/CRF450R, CCM 404DS v KTM 400EXC, Product test - waterproof socks, Guide to trail
riding holidays, Trail riding in Morocco, From the Archives; Yamaha Tenere, Hell's Gate
April 2004 104, 5 Minutes With. . Paul Edmondson, irst Check; BMW F650 G5 Dakar,Doing the
‘Rounds; Peaks TRF, Electric start Honda XR440R, From the Archives; Francis-Bamett Overseas,
Low seat-height trailes; Beta Alp, Gas Gas Pampera, Yamaha Serow, British Enduro Champs rd1 -
reckland, World Enduro Champs d182, David Knight, Carry On; MercedesVito,
May 2004 105, First Check; Yamaha XT660R, Honda CRF250K - scoop first test, WEC ‘number
one plate’ bikes, Product test - bike ceaners, Honda CRF230F,From the Archives; Moto Morini
Kanguro & Camel, UK Cross Country rd1, David On; One-/two bike trailers,
June 2004 106, Doing the Rounds; Cotswalds, First Check; Honda CRF250X launch, WEC HM Honda

CRE250F, Gas Gas EC450 v KTM 4S0EXC, Belgian BMW GS Rally From the Archives; CZ Enduro 988.1,
World Enduro Champs 4384, Scottsh Six Days Trial David Knight, 2
July 2004 107, 5 Minutes With.... Samuli Aro, First Check; AJP PR4 200, Doing the Rounds;
KTM Adventure Trail Park, Yamaha 2-Tracv standard WR450F, Moto Verte 30 KTM 351EXC,
Knighter and Eddy’s WEC bikes, World Enduro Champs rd5, UK XC rd2, David Knight,
Cheap Speed pt2 - Cagiva WMX500 project bike.

MWMSMMW’M. ... Giovanni Salo, Doing the Rounds; Cambridgeshire TRF, First
MM DT125RE, Husqvarna TES10 Centennial, Yamaha WR250F v Husqvarna TE250 at

the Welsh 2-Day, Green Dragon Rally of Discovery/BMW 51200, 2005 KTM EXCs - Launch Test,
m'mmﬂ;mmﬂm"wm‘"""“""K"’""“""""‘?"'-

October ,5 With..... Cyril (Grand Designs - Secondhand
dirt bike guide, Honda CRF250X v Honda CRM250 Mkl at the 2004 Dawn to Dusk,

Off the Road pt2 - Yamaha Off Road Experience, From the Archives; Suzuki 75250,
2004 Polish ISDE, UK XC rd4, David Knight.

November 2004 111, 5 Minutes With. .. Alfie Cox; First Check; CH WXE125, Doing the Rounds;
Devon TRF, Maico 400 v Yamaha WR450F, Sidecars - VMC/Husqvama 610 & VMUKTM 525,

BEC rd4 - Natterjack, World Enduro Champs rd8, David Knight, Trials bike budget buys. y
December 2004 112, Stefan Merriman’s WEC WR250 & 450 bikes, Doing the Rounds;
Yorkshire Dales, BEC Top Five 2004 bikes - Hus 25/KTM 525EXCHonda
CRF250X/Yamaha WR450F/Honda CR250MX, Off the Road pt3 - Hafren Rally, Cambrian
Rally/BMW R1150GS, Moto-1, Barcelona - Indoor Enduro, Scott Trial,
David Knight, Trail riding in North Carolina - Yamaha TT250R/WR250F.

January 2005 113, 5 Minutes With. .. Daryl Bolter, Anatomy of a Rally Bike - BMWF650PP First Check;
Montesa Cota 4RT, 450 Test - Betad SORR/KTMASOEXC/Husaberg50Fe, TM Factory Visit, Bike Buyer'
Guide, Vegas Indoor - Endurocross, David Knight, From the Atchives; Matchless G8OCS.
February 2005 114, 5 Minutes With.... Si &Katie Wakely, First Check; 2005 TM Enduro
Bikes - EN125/EN450, Doing the Rounds; Cyprus, 400 Test - Suzuki DR-Z400E/KTM 400EXC,
Dakar Report - Patsy Quick, How To Use Timecards, Sheffield Indoor Trials Championship,
David Knight, Good Dealer Humour - Off-Road Customer Funnies. ¥
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