TECH AD #4

Frront chainwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard

or Ultralite designs, they are precision
manufactured to retain

maximum strength,

with minimum weight.

rear chamnwheels

Renthal rear chainwheels are precision
manufactured to extremely tight tolerances
from a special material developed to withstand
the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 70757651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%

the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable.
Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power
transfer and long-life.

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
in Hard Anodised finish, an integral surface
coating, which significantly increases

the hardness and wear resistance

of the chainwheel surface.

Renthal’s combination

of a very high strength

base material and

an exceptionally

hardwearing

surface result in

significantly increased

chainwheel life.

Final

dirive kit
Renthal Final Drive Kits allow
you to buy your Renthal chain
and chainwheels all in one go.
You can mix and match to get
the exact combination of
Renthal products you require.

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.1. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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Oldies But Goodies...

ou may or may not be in the fortunate
position of being able to afford a brand
new dirt bike every once in a while.
But if you are (or if you've ever borrowed one
from a trusting mate), you'll know that feeling
of getting on a bike which feels all crisp and
new... but ever so slightly alien to the touch.
Get back on your old machine however, and
it feels as familiar as an old sock. All the levers
are in the right place, the seat has exactly the

NO.TIS

MARCH 2005

buttocks... and well, the familiarity of it all just
makes you want to smile.

Old bikes have an appeal all of their own.
Whether it be a saggy old CRM, or something
much more ancient. \'o matter how many new
test bikes I get to ride, my eyes go all misty
when I spy th pile of bits in thv TBM shed
which used to be my beloved Yam WR250Z.

In my case, familiarity breeds content. In
fact I now know exactly how the love-struck

correct amount of sag to accommodate your

Prince of Wales feels...

Team TBM gets a bit of bike advice from this year’s Dakar Rallye Champ, Cyril Despres. His advice?"...leave zis pile of sheet at ome...’

6 NEWS

All the latest from the world of dirt bikes...
13 WRITES OF WAY

Mark Williams brings you up to date on

the Right to Ride campaign..

18 COLD PLAY

Forget skiing or bohsleigh this year for your
winter kicks - ice racing is where it's at..

22 PLAIN & SIMPLE

Having a spot of trouble with your dirt bike?
Mayhe TBM tech guru Steve Plain can help..
24 TALKING DIRTY

The mind is willing but the body is weak,

64 STAFF BIKES

News of a dedicated big bike rally series
has produced a flurry of enthusiasm at TBM...
68 TRICK BITS

Pink goggles? Welsh boots? Rubberwear?
And a suit of armour?® What's going on..?

70 RETURN OF THEMAC

Could the worst of the winter be behind us?
No such luck, but atleast you can stay dry..
76 HIGHWAY T0 HELL

The second running of the Hell's Gate
extreme enduro and our boys did us proud...
88 THE TOUGH ONE

says Chris Evans... Britain's first extreme enduro, The Tough One,
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38 CHARGE OF THE LITE BRIGADE

It's the ultimate 250 thumper shootout.

Five bikes on race, trail, and dyno...

58 HACKED OFF

It's not just punters who get it wrong -
journalists aren't immune to humiliation either...!

David Knight starts the year on a winning streak..
112 FROM THE ARCHIVES

Mark Williams charts the sad and sorry tale

of Laverda's ill-fated foray inte dirt biking...

Nestling in the foothills of the Tuscan Appenines, this small Italian
hillside town was about to play host to the 2005 Hell’s Gate Enduro...
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IT’S A SHOCKER

to build DOHC 250 & 450EXCs air shocks

uture KTM enduro models could feature some
ground-breaking changes designed to put the
orange bikes ahead of the off-road pack.

In an interview with an Italian off-road magazine
KTM'’s managing director Stefan Pierer revealed that
the PDS shock of the future was likely to be an air-
shock, without a steel spring, not unlike the French-
made Fornales shock as used by Brits Si Pavey and
Nick Plumb on their Dakar BMWs. f

Even more surprising was his comment that the
air shock is being developed by Ohlins - the Yamaha-
owned shock manufacturer. However, production of
shocks would still be entrusted to KTM-owned WP.

HUSKY ARE SPORTS

UK Husqvarna importers Husky Sport are backing
the Hafren Dirt Bike Club’s round of the 2005 Euro-
pean Enduro Championship.

The event, taking place in Llanidloes, Mid Wales
on 16-17 July will be known as the Husqvarna Hafren
Forest Enduro and will follow a similar format to
that used for the 2004 Hafren Enduro.

It will feature a challenging forest based course
with two special tests - one close to the start and
one at Glyn Hafren (Geraint Jones’ farm), on the
outskirts of the Hafren Forest.

& TEM

KTM has also been developing double overhead
camshaft technology in the motocross arena for the
past two seasons, a programme that culminated in
New Zealander Ben Townley winning the 2004 MX2

. . 5= . = ~ -
world championship on a gear-driven DOHC 250.

In the meantime Ivan Cervantes and Petteri Silvan
will be competing on enduro versions of the DOHC
250 throughout the 2005 WEC season. If the 250

performs well, then the DOHC

- EXCs may well debut as cus-
tomer models in 2006 with
%\ the 450 earmarked for ‘07.
%\ Watch this space.
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TB M is alive and kicking on the Internet -
check out trailbikemag.com. You can

now submit your classified adverts, letters and techni-
cal queries for inclusion in the magazine. There’s also
a comprehensive events section to see what's coming
up - and if you're organising an event that's not up
there, you can send it in to us for consideration.

And for all you chatty types, the TBM forum is
on its way, which means you can debate with other
like-minded readers the meaning of dirt bike life.

You might even find some of the TBM wrecking
crew shooting the breeze too!

The site also features a fully secure online store
where you can subscribe to the mag, order back issues
or buy merchandise all at the click of a button. So go
on, give it a whirl. You know it makes sense...

BRITS ON TOP

R

<

British enduro riders have twice showed themselves
to be the best enduro riders in Europe over this last
month of pre-WEC competition. They gave their
Continental counterparts a beating first at Hell’s
Gate and then at the Genova Indoor Enduro.

The onslaught was of course led by that man from
Mona’s Isle, ‘the burly Manxman’ David Knight.

He’s been nothing short of a one-man invasion force,
having captured the two Italian events, he has since
returned to the English mainland to lift the honours
at “The Tough One’ (all of which feature in TBM).

But Knighter wasn’t fighting alone. At Hell’s Gate
brother Juan and BEC 250F champ Wayne Braybrook
took the two runners-up spots on the podium, creating
a British trifecta that had the Italian crowd stunned.

At Genova it was Paul Edmondson who was second
to Knighter, riding his HRFE Honda CRF250, sending
out a clear warning to the other WEC E1 competitors
that Fast Ed seriously wants a fifth world title in 2005.
And who'd bet against Knighter lifting his first world
title this year. We can’t wait for the season to begin...

VIRTUAL REALITY

THE HEX FROM X

The team at TBM has grown again - Jonathan
Bentman aka |B, who you may (or may not)
know as the former editor of MotoX Magazine,
has joined the squad.

Ostensibly charged with the launch of Trials
Magazine, we're filling his quieter moments
with the occasional TBM mission, as you'll see
within this very issue. JB was also former edi-
tor of Kiwi Motorcycle Rider in New Zealand
and in fact has a fair history of adventure, trail
and enduro riding to add to many a year spent
road racing, so he vaguely competent. He’s a
bit of an overly verbose clown but we think
you'll grow to like him...

™M 7



SOLD, AS SEEN

Getting the new ‘registration year’
off to a flying start is the Adventure
Sport category, headed by the
mighty 1200 Beemer and backed
up by its burly older brother the
R1150GS in third position. Perhaps
due to the success of ‘“The Long
Way Round’ there have been 1400
1150s and 1200s sold over the past
13 months - and it'll be interesting
to see if any find their way through
onto the big bike rally scene.

In fact, the Adventure Sports
market showed a staggering
42-percent hike on registrations
against the same time last year,
well ahead of the overall trend
for the bike market, which saw
a two-percent increase.

Honda’s 125cc mini-Varadero
continues to pick up sales, but the
arrival of Yamaha's funky DT125
supermoto got an immediate
response from buyers, one that's
likely to continue through the year.

8 TBM

OUT FOR THE COUNT

The Army-run Natterjack Enduro has been down-
graded from a full BEC champlonship event to an
expert and clubman-only points scoring round.
The championship for the ‘championship’ class now
only comprises four rounds: Breckland, Brechfa,
Crychan and the John Banks.

Although unconfirmed, it is believed that the
championship points scoring has been dropped as
the date clashes with a round of the World Enduro
Championship.

With David Knight,
Paul Edmondson
and potentially
the likes of Daryl
Bolter and Si
Wakely at the WEC
round, the thinking
seems to be that
the championship
shouldn’t proceed
without them.

Unfortunately
this will also now
probably leave the
Army MCA without
a championship
entry for their
event, a sad
omission.

Meanwhile, the Trail/ Enduro
model numbers continue to creep
back up another two percent on
last month to minus three-percent.
Honda’s commuter-trailie the
XR125L is still the big seller but the
CRF250X also continues to sell well,
maintaining its position as the best
selling pukka enduro bike in the
British market.

That said, the orange team’s
450EXC had a strong month to
claim fourth spot. Beta are a
surprise entry in this sector with

their Rev 3 trials bikes blitzing its
way up to third in the chart.

Beta UK told us that the winter
months are the busy ones in the
trials trade, with new-year models
coming on stream from October, but
the push for new bike sales extend:
right through to the start of the
Scottish Six Days Trial in May. Of
course only a fraction of trials bikes
get road registered (most being
used solely off-road) so this figure
is just the tip of trials sales’ iceberg

Complete figures are as follows:

SNIPPETS

> SAT NAU SAVUY?

Are you a trail rider who
u';',lll.n‘h' uses one of those
natty GPS gizmos to guide
vourself around the back lanes
and byways of this fair land?
If so, we'd like to hear from
you about how great (or
otherwise) your kit is for

an upcoming feature we're
compiling on the whys,
wherefores and whatnots

of navigating sans-map.
Contact us via our website
trailbikemag.com or email
info@trailbikemag.com

> HARING ARDUND
Brand new on the events
calendar is the Cwmcynydd
Forest hare ‘n” hounds series,
with round one taking place
on Sunday 20 March. The
nine-mile lap features forestry
tracks and road sections.
Contact Anna Humphries
for details on 01597 810592 or
check the club’s website on
rdmce.co.uk.

> ON TRIAL

The latest addition to the TBM
stable is Trials Magazine. Due
to launch at the end of April,
you can subscribe online by
following the prompts on our
website trailbikemag.com

& WAYNE'S WORLD

Off-road trials and enduro ace
Wayne Braybrook (second to
David Knight at the Hell’s
Gate Extreme Enduro) is run-
ning a series of one and two
day enduro schools at his own
venue in Blackburn. Prices
start from £150 per day (using
yvour own bike) or for an extra
£19.95 you can use one of
Wayne’s CRF250Xs (subject

to availability). That includes
lunch, insurance and kit
Dates are 8/9 April, 25/26
May, 15/16 June, 6/7 July,

27 /28 July and 9/10 Sept

Call 0870 7742600 for details

MY FIRST BIKE




SCOTTISH RIDER AND THREE
TIMES ISDE COMPETITOR EURN
MCCONNELL WON HIS FIRST
EVER NATIONAL ENDURO
THIS YERAR AND IS
DETERMINED TO STRY ON
HIS WINNING STRERK...

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

My first bike was a 1985 Honda
CR80 that my dad bought me for
my 10th birthday in October 1991
after me nagging him for years
beforehand. It was £300, was in mint
condition and came with a full set
of riding kit. Bargain! My best mate
got an RMB80 for Christmas that year
and we rode every weekend, racing
each other on the farm.

WHAT WRAS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

The Melville in 1995 on a KTM
1255X in the Clubman class. I had
been riding as a travelling marshal at
Scottish enduros prior to turning 16.
I was first equal in my class as the
event was timed by a stopwatch. I
remember it was six laps and I was
absolutely knackered by the end.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HARDEST
ENDURDO YOU HRAVE EVER
RACED?

The 1997 Harwood event was a bog
from start to finish. They cut it from
six laps to four but only three riders
finished in my class. I won because
the other lads got stuck on the test.

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE
ENDURO?

Shipla\\', Avon \'.11|e}' or Kielder, or
at least they used to be. I love fast

open going with bogs, ditches and
hills. Most enduros are whooped
out or rutted now but these events
weren't when I last rode them. They
were a blast - somewhere where you

could open the bike up and have fun.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD THE
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON YOUR
CRREER?

My dad. He schooled me well in
the basics and didn't spoil me with
special bikes or too many races. From
a racing point of view I have looked
up to Dougie Kerr and Richard Hay.
When I started competing in the
British Enduro Championship I
looked up to Rob Sartin and Wyn
Hughes - they are real professionals.
Now David Knight and Paul Eddy
have raised the bar again.

WHRAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?
That was in Sweden in 2003 at the
last round of the World Enduro
Championship. Paul Eddy gave me
a pep talk the week before in Finland
and it must have been good ‘cause I
beat him both days in Sweden.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

That would have to be the 2002 ISDE
when I broke my hand. I was riding
really well and starting to get some
encouraging test times (top five in
class) when I hit my hand on a post.
I didn't even fall off, which was real-
ly hard to take.

WHRAT HAS BEEN YOUR

BIGGEST CRASH?

It was in the Melville two-day
enduro last year aboard the pre-
production Sherco 450. The bike
was seriously fast and I was riding
beyond my capabilities, having a
great time, when it spat me off going
down a hill at 60mph. I went over
the handlebars and rag-dolled down
the hill knocking myself out .
Needless to say I didn't finish.

WHRAT IS YOUR MOST
TRERSURED ENDURO MEMORY?

I have loads of good memories but

[ guess winning the John Banks
enduro last year was a good one as

I had had no practise, was not fit and
nobody was expecting me to win. |
had never won a national enduro
before it was a bit of a surprise.

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I suppose that would have to be my
CRS80, for the sheer fun-factor every

weekend, or my 1999 KTM250EXC.

The KTM was the first bike I started
to go fast on.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN®

Bogs, because you can have flat-out
enjoyment without fear of hurting
yourself.

WHRAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

Fun, less fuss and more action. What
would be wrong with taping off a
section of the course on the day of
the event and calling it a special test?
It would mean less walking, which
would mean not having to be there
two days before the event.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

Red tape and rules. For instance,

it needs to be made easier for
organisers to run a British Champ-
ionship event. And it needs to be
easier for young motocross or trials
riders to start riding in enduros.
Registering bikes and having to use
enduro tyres are a real ball-ache if
you're not used to it.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

Alive and well I hope, as there is an
ever-increasing leisure market with
the 30-somethings buying bikes.
However, I also think that the big
events such as the Beacons and the
Melville may fall victim to land use
restrictions. Maybe we'll see a
resurgence of classic type enduros
with tight checks and snotty bits as
people get tired of riding six hours at
a ‘relaxed’ pace for only 20 minutes

of special tests to decide the winners. §

WHRT MORE DO YOU WRANT
TO RACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?
I'd like to win something big as
I've always been second and
that doesn't bode well with my
competitive personality.
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The largest motorcycle showroom

| Reactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Rev Glove

per wk

ALLOY (05) Package : £149.99
SX1 Pant - Viper Jersey - Atom Gloves

WR450F 05

in the UK.

ALPINESTARS 05 Package : £119.99

Racer Pant - Racer Jersey - Dual Glove  Reactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Revs loyes
|

40 EXC 05

FINANCE FXAMPLE: HONDA CRF 250X, £4899. DEPOSIT £99, BALANCE £4800, 60 MONTHS @ £110.54, APR 13.9%

ALLOY 05 (*Kids) Package : £9° 99
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STORY: MARK WILLIAMS

Continuing the ‘Right to Ride’ campaign,

Mark Wi

iams takes a closer look at the

Government’s response to its RoW
consultation document...

Michael RoWs the BOATs
In last month’s TBM we published a brief

appraisal of the government’s official response

was to our quick scanning of its 104 pages.
As has been noted before, the extent and
even the scope of the response to DEFRA’s

‘ New Stock make and every model VAMAHA 37 to DEFRA’s year-old consultation document, original consultation paper took bgth civil
l Evory i d supplied. SX525 (5 £ AMAHA 7 2% 9 ‘The Use of Medmmga]lv Propelled Vehicles servants and the minister by surprise. A total ;
| A QUASAR 50cc QUAD N4 TRX450R QUAD 4 £4599 EXCA50 05 £5309  VAMAHA 250 9 on Richts of Way’ - or MPVs on RoW to use a of 98 organisations responded formally, of which
| CANNONDALE .. CANNIBAL 440 QUAD KTM. SKBSSW 05 12850 EXCS25 05 £5599  YAMAHA ’ 450F 2 S e ¥ é by far the largest percentage were 34 MPV user
| s 40 0UAD KM XC200 05 24399 JIBAL200 04 2699 YAMAHA 7 450F more convenient shorthand - which appeared Dy far the largest p: ag : o
HONDA R0 ™ EXC250 (05 4499 RMZ250 (4 £3799  YAMAHA YR 250F just before we went to press. groups buttressed by nine more relateq busmgss
%ﬁ q;::g; :r:: zx%-;oog i :Z; : ‘Z - "WAH:: M:W o The fuller analysis of this somewhat fearfully associations... which sounds encouraging until
SX450 (15 : AMAH VR 450F 8 7 3 % Z ~ - 3
awaited text (promised by us in the last issue) you learn that there were 23 non-MPV groups,
stock [ ——— KM YAMAHA is slightly less optimistic - a state of affairs that 14 parish and town councils and seven environ-
" KM YAMAHA was as much down to the clever, sometimes glib mental and residents groups all of wholm fwere] in
HONDA of £ HUSQVARNA R125 99 £1599 KM YAMAHA g o FRaE fe 2 5q Favour of 's origi sals. In fact the
el i Ao s kit st s composition of the Minister’s introduction, as it favour of DEFRA's original proposal <
HONDA KAWASAK] K125 01 SUZUKI YAMAHA 2 M
HONDA KAWASAKL kX125 03 SUZUKI YAMAHA Y2250 03 9
HONDA KAWASAKI KXI125 04 2799 SUZUKI YAMAHA Z50F 02
HONDA KAWASAKI K50 02 32699  SUZUKI YAMAHA 250F (06 % -
HONDA KAWASAKI K250 03 X6£2699  SUZUKI YAMAHA 250F (4 %
HONDA KAWASAKI K@50F 4 x2£3399  SUZUKI YAMAHA 7RI26 00 9
HONDA KAWASAKL... KSV700(2vhs0l) 04 £4599  YAMAHA YAMAHA 50 08 9
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final outcome was evenly split, 50/50 between
the pros and the antis.

On top of these organisations were formal
responses from 4662 individuals, 905 from TRF
members and a further 739 from non-affiliated
bikers (which we’d like to think included
many TBM readers) all but one of whom
were, unsurprisingly, against the proposals.
And interestingly, even the 147 Walkers and 67
Landowners who responded didn’t all endorse
the government’s proposals.

Continuing the numbers game - if only because
it makes salutary reading - there were apparently
9045 individual letters to the minister, 1643 of
them from motorcyclists which was over a
hundred more than the total number of walkers.
Unfortunately in terms of predictable anti-MPV
user opinion they were aided by 4233 “form’
postcards which had been inserted into every
copy of the Country Land & Business Owners
Association’s magazine.

Devil in the Detail
Nevertheless ‘The Government’s Framework for
Action” purports to be even-handed towards all

users of these precious rural resources, and to
this end it takes note of the weight of opinion on
each of the major proposals made in the original
consultation paper which, for brevity’s sake, this
feature largely excludes. But on careful reading
an undeniable bias against recreational MPV
activities emerges and it is, I think, fair to say
that on this evidence, anyone who thinks
trailriding can continue in its current form
is kidding themselves.

Firstly, Alun Michael’s intention to impose
a new category of ‘Restricted Byway’ once the
appropriate legislation has been enacted, remains
undiminished (indeed this was an original
provision of the CROW Act). Restricted byways
will, at the very least, prohibit MPVs and may -
depending on local bylaws - even prevent use
by mountain bikers and horse riders. Restricted
byway status will inevitably apply to Roads Used
as Public Paths (RuPPs) which have not yet been
accorded the higher status of a Byway Open to
All Traffic (BOAT) by the time consuming and
often mysterious mechanism of applying for a
Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO).

The proposal is 'to introduce legislation to
provide that any future use of a footpath or
bridleway that would (immediately before the
commencement of the relevant new legislation)
have given rise to a public right of way for
vehicles shall be treated as giving rise to
restricted byway rights, but no other public
rights of way. This will prevent any future
usage giving rise to claims for public rights
of way for mechanically propelled vehicles.'

The Cruellest Cut
You may recall that in the next breath DEFRA
planned to reduce the window of opportunity to
make the necessary claims for DMMOs on RuPPs
(or indeed bridleways and even footpaths) as set
out in The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (aka CROW) from 25 years to a mere 12
months... after the new law had been passed.
And as anyone who's been involved in trying to
make a DMMO claim will know, this meant that
there was little hope of adding significantly to the
4147km of BOATS already registered in England
and Wales and effectively banning us from the
huge number of RuPPs that currently exist.
However as also reported in the last issue, and
as the consequence of expensive legal research
mounted by the Trail Riders Fellowship, where
such RuPPs have the dual status of Unclassified
Council (or County) Roads (UCRs) it is more than
likely that Restricted Byway status could NOT
be applied. The higher status of UCRs may well
prove to be a saving grace, but in cases where it
is not, the government still intends to bring in a

12 month cut-off date.

Mitigating against this it notes that 'We believe
that it is fair to provide a reasonable period of
notice before implementing the legislation that
will recognise only restricted byway rights and
extinguish any higher rights... (But) we also
recognise local authorities’ concerns about the
likely surge in applications which will be made
before the new legislation curtails byway open
to all traffic claims. While this will have an
impact in the short term, in the longer term
authorities will be faced with less contentious
claims for restricted byways.'

The report goes on: 'We consider that the best
approach is to seek to put the new legislation
on to the statute book, and bring it into force
through a separate commencement order. This
means the relevant legislation would be in the
public domain but would not come into force
until the commencement order is made.

(The National Assembly for Wales would be

responsible for making the commencement order
in Wales.) This will provide room for flexibility in
determining when we implement the legislation.’

Which to you and me means a new act of
parliament which could take several years to
bring onto the statute book, or 'as soon as
Parliamentary time allows'. Moreover in an
ambiguous sop to the differing views on the
contentious one year cut-off date - respondents
argued for anything between instant clamp-
down and a ten year window - the separate
commencement order could in theory be held
back for some years after the law is passed.

Or not, as the case may be.

Some Small Comfort

More definite is the statement that 't is

our intention that the register (of DMMOs)
will include all claims that have not been
determined at the time new legislation is
brought into force. Orders which have been
made but not determined at the time of
implementation of the new legislation will
also be processed to a conclusion.'

Which is moderately good news for all the
local TRF members who are currently slaving
away preparing DMMO applications, not that
this should give rise to any complacency on our
part. There are some 7000km of RuPPs that could
and in many cases must be turned into BOATSs (of
which, incidently, there are about 4000km worth)
if we want to continue riding them. But at least
Alun Michael’s men are prepared to allow claims
made on the basis of historical 'evidence of lawful
use by mechanically propelled vehicles' to
continue to the original CROW cut off date
of 2025. Which may well prove an important,

practical
concession.
Moreover
'restricted
byways which S
are shown to
carry mechanically
propelled vehicular
rights and which meet the
criteria of byways open to all
traffic can still be upgraded by
means of a definitive map ;
modification order.’

Dirty Tricks Dept
Counterbalancing that and one or two other
rays of sunlight is the assertion that 'we intend
to issue advice on the use of traffic regulation
orders (TROs) pre-emptively,” which means that
local authorities who "are concerned that future
use by mechanically propelled vehicles may
damage rights of way... may use their traffic
regulation order powers pre-emptively.’

In other words if some local RoW or Highways
officer thinks that MPVs may cause damage to
a BOAT, they can slap a six-month TRO on it,
consecutively for up to 18 months if necessary.
Which would of course give them ample time
to apply for restricted byway status.

That, to this writer, is the most insidious item
hidden away in this weighty tome but following
hard on its heels is the intention 'to legislate to
extinguish general public prescriptive rights
based on illegal use of rights of way by
mechanically propelled vehicles since 1930.'

What this refers to is a High Court case where
it was judged that 'there may well be instances
where illegal vehicular use under what is now
the Road Traffic Act 1988 may give rise to
vehicular rights' if such rights once existed.
Michael’s intention is to change the law so that
such judgements could not henceforth be made,
which is more bad news.
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