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T NEWS
TRANS-PERFORMER

‘If it ain’t broke don’t
fix it’ seems to describe
Honda’s approach to the
new XL650V Transalp.
T'he 2005 version has
undergone a few tweaks,
including a new tinted
windscreen, clear-lens
indicators, plus revised
instruments to give it a
more modern look.
Following the success
of the 30mm low-profile
seat last year, this can now
be ordered as standard
equipment instead of as an option.
Other features include black-
finished wheel rims and the
standard stainless steel exhausts
have been tapered at the ends.
As well as being available in

black, metallic silver and the ever-

FULL FIGURED

For the fifth consecutive month
dirtbike sales figures are enjoyir
further growth, with ‘Adventure
Sport’ model numbers climbing to
18percent, up another four percent
from last month.

Still comfortably ahead of the
current total motorcycle sales
(registrations) of minus eleven
per ‘Trail/Enduro’ bike sales
are now only down four percent
on this time last year.

T'here’s still no change in the
‘Adventure Sport’ chart, with the big
‘n’ ‘beautiful’ BMW still number one
with another 136 units sold, and the
second-place Honda XL recording a
45-unit increase

Plain and Simple
Don’t say we never listen to you...
By popular demand, coming soon
to TBM is a technical Q&A section
written by Steve Plain, a well-
respected dirt bike mechanic.
He'll be on hand to answer all
your queries from the next issue.
So, if you've got a tricky techie
teaser, then email it in to us at
tech@trailbikemag.com and
Steve’ll do his best to solve it...

popular two-tone blue/silver trim,
there’s now orange, or rather ‘mystic
orange metallic’.

The XL should be available come
the end of March/early April next
year and will keep its current price
tag of £5249.

It's the same story in the
“Trail/Enduro’ category, with the
little Honda 125 gaining another
98 sales at the top of the chart, while
in fifth position, there are now a
further 56 DR-Zs out there.

Complete figures are as follows:

BSEEF EBa8E%

To Hell and Back

The 2005 Italian Hell’s Gate extreme
enduro will take place on 5 February,
with David Knight hoping to hang
onto his title and also scoop the 8,000
euro prize money up for grabs.

Only three riders finished last
y Knighter, Bartosz Oblucki and
Mario Rinaldi - testament to just how
hard this enduro really is. For more
information, check out hellsgate.it.

SNIPPETS

 BIG IS BEAUTIFUL
Like your dirtbikes big? Then enter
the new Big Trail Bike Rally
Challenge. Designed to encourage
more big bike entries in UK trail
bike rallies, the championship will
be marked on performance and has
two classes - above 600cc singles
and above 600cc multi-cylinders.

Points will be awarded for
starting, number of special stages
completed, and final placing.
There'll also be trophies for the
top three placings in each class.

Sponsored by web developers
onlineworx.net, the championship
will have a dedicated website,
bigbikechallenge.co.uk, complete
with rally dates, classes, scoring
etc. And there’s no separate entry
fee for the championship, just to
the rallies themselves.

The scheduled rallies so far
include the following events:

February Patrick James Memorial Rally
March/April Cambrian Rally

May Northumbrian Rally

June Ryedale Rally

August Raiders Rally

September Dyfi Rally, Reivers Raid
October Hafren Rally

< SNOW PATROL

If you fancy riding in a winter
wonderland, then get along to the
Snow Run Enduro on 6 Feb 2005.

Taking place in the Glyn Saer
Forest, near Llandovery, the course
will be a 30-mile lap aimed at
sportsman/clubman, although
expert and championship standard
riders are welcome.

Last date for entries is Saturday
22 January - though earlier if it fills
up fast. Cost is £45.00 for solos and
there’s a 250-rider maximum. All
riders must be members of a club
in the East South Wales Centre.
Call Mandy Bartlett on 07890
345695 for more details.

> CAMBRIAN CORRECTION

Following the Cambrian Rally
report in the last issue which
included the line ‘Okay, she
[Katrina Price] knows those Welsh
forests like the back of her hand’,
we'd just like to point out that this
year’s course was completely new
to everybody, including Katrina.
Thanks to Bob Perring for clearing
that one up...

ONE OF BRITISH ENDURO'S
RISING STRARS, WILTSHIRE'S
DARYL BOLTER IS 125CC
BEC CHRAMPION...

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

The first enduro bike that I owned
was a Husqvarna WR125, like I ride
now. It was a 2001 model that my
dad bought for me. It was a great
bike, and not a million miles away
from the bike I raced this year. It was
slightly modified with a few motor
changes, my own suspension set-up
and with a 2C exhaust pipe fitted.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST ENDURO?
It was the Natterjack Enduro in 2000.
I rode in that before I hooked up
with Husky Sport so I was on a
KTM 125SX. I was about 16 and rode
in the Clubman class. I remember
that I finished second overall in [125]
class on day one and first overall on
day two. The weather was good and
the riding conditions were perfect.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

The Polish round of the European
Enduro Championship in Kwidzyn
this year. The conditions were
perfect for me - sandy with a few
bogs, which is just what I like. I was
third in the 125¢cc class on one of the
days and second on the other. The
best way of describing the terrain

is to say that it was like a mix of
the Breckland and the Crychan or
Hafren. It was fun but challenging,
which is how events should be.

The Bob Perring Classic in 2003
(now known as the Beacons
Enduro). I can’t remember too
many details because I crashed
halfway round the second lap and
knocked myself out. The terrain was
constantly difficult, rut after rut and

tree root after tree root. Nothing was
easy, not even the fire roads, which
were frozen in places. I didn’t enjoy
it much but it taught me a lot about
how hard forestry going can be.

WHICH RIDER HRAS HEAD

THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE

ON YOUR CRREER?

I look up to Paul Edmondson
because of what he has achieved
both in the UK and abroad, he’s a
very. smooth rider and technically
excellent. The rider that has helped
me the most is Wyn Hughes. As
well as having taught me how to
ride mud, ruts and over roots he has
given me a huge amount of support.
My dad has put a huge amount into
my racing - he’s as big a part of my
success so far as anyone, if not more.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

My result at this year’s Six Days in
Poland. As well as being my first
ISDE it was also the first time that I
came up against the top riders in the
world. Finishing within the top 15
of the E1 class is an achievement
that I'm really proud of. I won a test
and beat the riders that had been
beating me in the EEC. Everything
went well and finishing 14th in class
first time out was great.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

I've been lucky I guess because
there aren’t too many that I remem-
ber. Crashing on the last test at
this year’s John Banks Enduro was
disappointing. I finished second
overall but I was on for the win
and felt good on the last test.

lost a bit of concentration and

got thrown over the bars, which
cost me the event win.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
BIGGEST CRASH?

At the Italian round of the EEC this
season. I'd been a bit slower than I
needed to be on the cross-country
test on day one so stepped it up a
gear on day two. The test was pretty
fast, rocky and there was a lot of
dust hanging in the trees. Basically,
I hit a rock that I didn’t see, which
sent me off the edge of a track. It
was pretty steep - as I left the track
I was level with the top of the trees
below! I broke my left wrist and
didn’t finish the event.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO MEMORY?
Winning this year’s 125cc British
Enduro Championship at the
Natterjack Enduro. Winning that
title, and adding it to my 125¢cc
Expert and 125cc Clubman titles

means a lot to me. I won the class
on day one at the Natterjack, which
meant that it was really mine to
lose on the Sunday. I couldn’t stop
smiling on the last test of the event
because I knew I was going to win.

WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

I've only ever owned one enduro
bike - the aforementioned Husky
WR125. They’ve been great bikes,
which have helped me get to where
I am now.

WHRAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TERRAIN?

Sand. I leaned to ride in the stuff
and raced in it for a lot of my
schoolboy motocross days. That's
why I love the Breckland and the
Natterjack events, I really feel
confident in those conditions.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

I think it needs more places to ride.
That means more places to practice
that are like enduro courses and
more events. We definitely need
more BEC events - one-day events,
two-day events, whatever, just more
good events.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

People who take away the places
we ride. People who are a part of
shutting the sport down, the people
who are killing enduros. If there
were less people against what we
do, less people who don’t want to
understand what we do, we’d all be
better off because there would be
more places to practice and race.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
LIKE IN FIVE YERRS TIME?

I think it will either be bigger or
pretty much the same as it is now.

I don't think it will decline. I think,
and hope, that it will get bigger and
more people will start to give it a
go. It's never going to be a massive
sport because it’s not on TV. I think
if more people understood the sport
then a lot more people would get
interested and involved.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WANT

TO ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?

My goal for 2005 is to win the
Junior World Enduro Cup. I'll also
be competing in the EEC, which I
want to do well in, but my number
one goal is to do well in the world
championship. I also want to defend
my 125cc UK championship, or the
Enduro 1 class as it will be known
next year. My ultimate goal is to
become World Enduro Champion.




RMAIN DEER?

Moose Racing’s new XCR Competition jacket certainly
won'’t get you hot under the collar, thanks to no less than
nine individual air-vents and a fully breathable
nylon waterproof outer shell.

Part of the ventilation system features
a large ‘T’ section on the back of the
jacket that when fully open, looks
capable of cooling things down
pretty quickly.

In terms of storage, there’s
the usual two front side
pockets, a smaller upper

chest one and an inside
pocket. Pretty neat is the
handy self-storage back pouch.
The entire jacket can be fitted
into it and then worn as a bum-bag.
Reinforced padding on top of
the shoulders and along the back of both arms
provides extra protection. And adjustable side
straps and arm closures make for a more
tailored fit, while the soft fleece lined collar
feels very snug. The front storm flap is
secured by a main zip as well as poppers and
features an exit hole for your drinks system tube.

Reasonably lightweight and well-constructed, this

jacket has plenty of useful features for its £145 price tag.
Colourways include red, blue, grey and orange. Available
in sizes M-XXL, larger sizes are available on request.

Call the Dirt Bike Store on 01278 424979 for details.

BERRING UP

Precise throttle control is everything on a trials bike, so
this throttle bearing kit from Hebo should help.
As well as giving smoother throttle action,
the ally bar-ends should stop you trashing
the bike’s grips if you do take a tumble.
Installation is similar to fitting
wrap-around handguards on a dirtbike.
Remove about 10mm from the bar end,
(taking off the end of the throttle tube as
well), and slide the expandable sleeve
inside, followed by the new throttle
bearing bit and tighten it all up.
; Once fitted the bearing shouldn't get mud
or grit in it as it’s got sealed neoprene covers.
The kit includes all the necessary bits, including
an allen key, and costs £17.50. Vesty UK (0870 7779201)
are the UK importers of Hebo, but we got our set from
Steve Plain Motorcycles on 01597 825817.
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Following on from our
review last month of the -
handy 'Rapid Fill' nozzle, the guysat™
Pure Pro have now produced one for
metal jerrycans. This version features
a sturdy metal mechanism that fits
onto the top of the jerrycan and works

in exactly the same way as before, provid-
ing quick and easy fuel transfer without
spilling a drop. Costing slightly more,
these are expected to retail at around
£24.95, so call 01778 394909 for more info.

GRMAND
DESIGNS

The Italians are supposed to be leaders
in the style stakes, and this rather
swanky-looking lid from Vemar is no
exception. The Telefonica MoviStar
VRX-5 helmet is from their 2005 Antenor
Replica range and is currently proving
very popular in dirt biking circles.

Weighing in at 1150g, it certainly
feels lightweight, and features a
tri-composite construction
(carbon, kevlar and fibreglass),
and has a secure double D-ring strap
to comply with Euro regulations and
a gold ACU sticker.

As well as removable cheek pads,
the rest of the lining also comes out
for washing. Made from a ‘coolmax’
fabric, the lining is semi-perforated
for improved air circulation. There’s
three front air intake scoops, and two
permanently open (under-the-peak)
air vents, although an adjustable
open/close mechanism would
be preferable.

Nicely finished, there are two
other colour options in the replica
range, the Woods and the Chiodi,
and all are priced at a reasonable
£129.99. The standard option is
slightly cheaper at £124.99.

To get your hands on one,
phone MotoGear on 01536 526460.
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The world’s toughest desert o & FI;-":lel 'I'anl(:m R 2 o

2 ' : regulations state a rallye bike must to cover ithout needing to
event, the legendary Dakar : : take on more fuel - should.a rider get lost. The BMW F650PP can do fhis easily. On either
Rallye, is set to kick off on i y ; side at the rear of the bike is a (one-piece) fuel tank, which when linked to an additional

” " o, 5 3 tank directly below the seat (where an airbox is on an enduro bike) holds 31 litres of fuel.
New Year’s E\/E, with a record “: » Y & . mm':?‘ on the zm (w::m either ﬁof a Iﬂlﬁyhﬂlﬂl airbox where
= i 47 Y \ VP . ' afr tank would live), 10 litres giving @ maximum total of 51 litres
30 bikes at Fhe -start = @ ; & A" - of fuel. Although the bike can carry 511, it’s not always needed and bikes rarely start
Barcelona. This time round, o ¢ short stages full. Fuel in Europe is a competitor's own responsibility, but once

two British riders will be o
attempting the 2005 Dakar

on BMW F650s. But how

much work has been needed
to transform a pair of
standard trail bikes into fully —
prepped, rally machines, able &8 (&) ; ~ L TOURATECH
to withstand the rigours of

8956km of desert racing?

We go under the skin of a

rallye bike to find out...

in the desert it is by the organisers. Fuel filters are changed every three days.
>

Engine

Engine reliability takes top priority over enhanced perform-
ance. Stripped completely before being carefully pieced back
together, surprisingly few modifications are made to the
single cylinder DOHC engine. Ensuring reliability means
checking that all tolerances are correct, valve clearances are
spot-on, and that any parts that might give trouble won’t.
While the engine is apart, several key bearings in the gearbox
are replaced with higher quality ones as a precautionary
measure. One thing that is changed is the camchain tension-
er. An avtomatic unit as standard, it is replaced with a
manual device, to reduce the chances of it sticking. The

ECU is then re-mapped by BMW. The bike's 2.8 litres

of Castrol engine oil are changed every three days.

Brakes

The front brake system is attached to a Magura
master cylinder via a braided hose. To accommodate
an oversized front rotor (necessary in order to haul up
all the extra weight), the Brembo caliper is attached
to the Marzocchi fork leg via a spacer. The rear brake
system is standard and fitted with sintered pads

(as is the front). Not surprisingly, both brake lines

are filled with DOT 5 fluid to ensure minimal fade.

Exhaust

The two-part exhaust uses a Touratech header mated to a
Remus silencer. Underslung - because there's nowhere else
for it to go - the race system dispenses with the stock cat-
alytic converter, and offers considerably more power. Noise
isn't a problem in the desert.



©

Sumpguard

The bike's sumpguard doubles up as a storage space in which
drinking water (mandatory 3L) and tools that couldn’t be stored
anywhere else are kept. Made from carbon/kevlar and aluminium,
the sumpguard can quickly and easily be removed to aid servicing.
In the desert riders are given water tokens, which are exchanged
for drinking water at various checkpoints.

Clutch

For 2005 the F650PP features a two-piece clutch cover to facilitate
easier clutch inspection. With the original one-piece part requiring the
bike’s coolant to be removed, the starter motor disconnected and then
the whole case to be pulled off the gear selector shaft, the two-piece
replacement unit makes the job a lot simpler. Internally the dutch is a
standard BMW part but uses thicker and fewer fibre plates. Standard
cables are used with Magura perches and levers. Not sure about the
inscription though!

Radiators

Overheating problems in last year's race have meant that the single
central radiator has been replaced with two oversized British-made
GMX units for 2005. A complete new set of hoses has been routed
around the bikes, with the system holding more coolant than last
year. A KTM fan sits behind the right-side radiator and the bike

has a catchment tank concealed under the red bodywork.

Suspension

BMW's standard forks are replaced with beefy 50mm semi-factory
Marzocchi USD units. These are re-valved to make them a little
plusher on the beginning of the compression stroke before they firm
up quickly. The reason the forks need to be relatively plush is because
that as well as fast, flat desert riding, some stages of the event are
also very rocky. At the rear, a French-made Fournales air shock is
used, which has been specially built for Dakar use. Unlike most
shocks that have external compression and rebound adjusters, the
Fournales unit is adjusted simply by altering the pressure of the air
within and has no steel spring. The reason for using the chunky but
lightweight air shock is because last year's BMWs (fitted with WP
rear suspension) gave problems in the desert. Also problematical
was the bike's bottom shock bolt which together with those used

in the linkage have been replaced with high tensile steel fasteners.
Balancing plushness while ensuring the bikes don’t wallow when
fully loaded with fuel has been the hardest part.

Chassis

As well as the stock frame, the swingarm is also standard but
incorporates a modified chain adjustment system. The area that

sees the most change is the footpeg bracket / footpeg / rear brake
pedal assembly. With the standard parts not designed or built with
serious competition use in mind, stronger units are fabricated, powder
coated and bolted on (likewise the bikes use stronger gear and brake
levers). The sub-frame used is an aftermarket Touratech part, and
forms a part of the fairing kit that gives the bike its distinctive look.
Much stronger than the standard item, the sub-frame is designed to
carry the weight of the rear fuel tank. The chassis is also home to an
array of spare parts. A spare gear lever, clutch lever and front brake
lever are all attached to the frame’s cradle with a spare fuel pump,
tyre levers and cable fies attached fo the sub-frame. Spare dutch
friction plates are housed behind one of the side fuel tanks.

Wheels & Tyres

The 21-inch front wheel is the same as the strengthened ones

fitted to a KTM rallye bike. Why? Well, the wheel has to be made
to fit between the non-standard front forks so it makes sense for
that wheel to be the sume as the one most other riders will be using
to maximise spares availability. Not genius, just common sense. The
rear wheel features a standard hub, complete with cush-drive that is

re-laced to an Excel rim (with chunky oversize stainless spokes)

by Talon. Each rider has four sets of wheels: one in the bike, one

on the support plane (in case the service vehicle should fail to get

to a bivouac) and two sets in the service vehicle. Three types of
tyres are used. Enduro tyres for the two special stages held in
Europe (Barcelona and Granada), road tyres for the long journey from
Barcelona to Granada and specialised desert tyres for use in Africa
(designed to 'float’ over the top of soft sand). Tyres are filled with
speially designed desert 'bib mousses' (solid foam inserts to prevent
punctures), although each rider carries tubes and levers should a
mousse break up en-route. Both bikes feature easy to remove axle
pullers and wheels are balanced to reduce unnecessary vibration.

Navigational equipment

In the top left corner of the instrument panel is a piece of equipment
new for 2005. The beacon detector receives a signal emitted from
other competitors’ machines (bikes, cars or trucks), which then
sounds a horn. It’s a kind of ‘he’s behind you’ warning device
incorporated to warn riders that a 20-ton truck is doing 120km/hour
inches from their rear wheel! The row of LED indicators to the right
of that are fuel, neutral, oil and temperature warning lights. Below
that on the left side (the smallest of the three rectangular shaped
devices) is the speedometer and milometer. To the right of that is

the navigational arrow. Set to zero when the correct compass bearing
has been set off the Global Pesitioning System (GPS), it tells the
riders if they are going straight or not - something that's not always
easy to do when riding flat-out across a desert with no landmarks
and nothing but open space around you. As the arrow moves left

or right it informs the rider how far from straight they are deviating.
The piece of equipment with the biggest face is the road-book reader
containing instructions for the day's route (in the form of a scrollable
paper chart containing direction arrows and distance information [the
road book]). A new road book is issued to the riders each morning
before the start and it is the competitor’s responsibility to scroll
through it and then mark on all of the day’s (additional) hazards
mentioned in the riders' briefing. The two mini joysticks attached to
the unit sandwiched between the left handlebar grip and the dutch
perch operate the scrolling of the unit. The three red buttons between
the two joysticks adjust and re-set the trip meter - used for working
out exact distances travelled within a long stage.

On the left side of the instrument panel are three buttons. The top
button turns the headlights on, the push/pull switch in the middle
immobilises the bike whilst the metal flick-switch turns on the heated
grips. The button situated all alone on the top of the panel, above
the direction indicator turns on the emergency LEDs - needed so a
rider can locate their bike at night if they have to walk away from
it. It doesn’t drain power from the bike’s main battery.

The row of multi-coloured buttons on the right side of the handle-
bars are an engine kill switch (top), engine start (green), main beam
(middle), horn (yellow) and fan (bottom). The big space at the bottom
of the instrument tower is the bracket for holding the GPS unit, the
aerial for which is located on the front mudguard. This year the GPS
system is provided by the organisers, ensuring all competitors get
exactly the same information. The tower also has a socket for

the riders to plug their purpose-made heated suits into (it gets
extremely cold in Europe in January).

A satellite phone, again given to all competitors, is also stored in

the tower, as is a spare ECU unit with a spare clutch and throttle
cable routed outside the existing cables. A steering damper is
mounted between the bar mounting brackets and is attached

to heavy-duty stays.

The following companies are helping Nick and Si on their Dakar
adventure... Dome, BMW GB, Touratech UK, Castrol, World of BMW
and the Magic Group of Companies as well as GMX radiators, Talon,
Paul Green Tyres, K&N filters, Remus exhausts, HJC helmets, CTi
knee braces, RG Engineering, Fournales air shocks, EnduroTech and
BMW Off Road Skills.
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