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TECH AD #4

Front chainwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard - : _* >
or Ultralite designs, they are precision € \ : <t - ¢ "n"de'

manufactured to retain ) g X &
maximum strength, ; B | HIGH
with minimum weight. ) ‘ y ( N -
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Renthal rear chainwheels are precision ' ) : / & | 4 5 B‘ ge‘ '

manufactured to extremely tight tolerances

from a special material developed to withstand - A : ] Y A ': ; e 7 — Ever ‘Sue‘

the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 7075T651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%
the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable

Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity /1 RIS , y 7/ : e i DHI ES

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power N ! | i ¢ 4
transfer and long-life. ’ |/ g5 | \ I ER—MHN

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
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coating, which significantly increases / 3 E
the hardness and wear resistance ~ S s . ) y k h ” I
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of a very high strength
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Final UK Distributors

drive kit B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
: . : www.bandcexpress.co.uk
Renthal Final Drive Kits allow

you to buy your Renthal chain C.I. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000
and chainwheels all in one go. VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS

You can mix and match to get West Midlands tel: 07836 519944
the exact combination of
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Brand New

Ncw logo? Yeah we've got one of those, as you might've spotted

on the front cover of this month’s mag. Why bother changing it?

Oh I dunno, we thought, it needed a bit of a revamp. You know
how it is. Naturally enough (this being TBM) we decided to go ahead
with the re-branding just a day after we’d ordered a kilometre of soft
bannering, five hundred new stickers and a few miles of course marker
tape - all featuring the old elliptical TBM oval.

Obviously, it's this sort of joined-up thinking which sees the maga-
zine waft effortlessly towards deadline each and every month with
nary a hiccup. Yeah right.

The reality is (strangely enough), somewhat removed from that
utopian image. Stuff goes wrong all the time: we always struggle to
get test bikes when we need them, then when we've got them we fall
off the things and break ‘em. And if we're not falling oft and breaking
them then there’s no light for photos, or the track we’ve chosen to ride
is waterlogged, or being used for a car boot sale.

Then when we get back to the office we find that our email has gone
AWOL, that the bureau we use for scanning our images have all gone
out to lunch and won’t be back for a week, or that we wasted an entire
afternoon’s photo shoot because our photo-processors accidentally
fogged our films (or occasionally that smudger James has forgotten to
put a film in the camera - don’t ]aut.,h it really happened). And before
you ask, we just sold our hyper-expensive digital camera (at a huge
loss I might add) because it failed to work properly from day one.
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But this is the sort of stuff which makes
the joy of publishing a mag like TBM all
the more pleasurable. Because when it
does finally come together you feel so
elated and ecstatic that you immediately
go out and get hammered and forget all
about the hassle you've suffered during
the past month. Oh... and then of course
the mailing house decides to ‘sit on” the
magazine for a few days, and the follow-
ing week thousands of irate subscribers
ring you up to find out if you've eloped
with all their money.

Of course [ wouldn't have it any other
way, but just for once I'd love to have an
easy issue of the mag. One which goes
together so effortlessly that we can all get
home in time to enjoy the relaxing sight
of Andy Hunter giving Minty a good kick-
ing in East-Enders. Because if there’s one
thing I've learned in this game, it's that
just as you begin to throttle-off for the
end of the monthly race, the piston of
good luck collides with the descending
valve of fate, locking up the wheel of
fortune good and proper...

I hope you like the new logo on the
front of the mag (and soon to be appearing
on a brand-new long-sleeved T-shirt near
you - just in time for Xmas eh?), but know-
ing our luck the printers will have proba-
bly printed it upside down...
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Rowe The Printers
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Get with the beat, Baggy...

8 TRICK BITS

Four more new products just in time for Kmas...
10 LIGHT FANTASTIC

Stefan Merriman’s ultra-trick WR450 and 250F
WEC bikes - ridden and rated...

20 DOING THE ROUNDS

Trails of the Unexpected as Mark Williams
heads up to the Yorkshire Dales...

28 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans reveals the soundtrack to his life...
30 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams fears for our ‘noisy’ future...

32 LETTERS

More bleating, whingeing and wringing of
hands... and that's just our replies!

38 HIGH FIVE

Riding all the #1 plate winning hikes from this
year's British Enduro Championship...

94 OFF THE ROAD

Never Raced or Rallied? Time for new girl Mel
to enter her first dirt hike competition...

64 ‘04 ON THE FLOOR

The camera never lies. Another year of
ofi-loading from various test bikes..

16 CAMBRIAN RALLY

Happy Birthday Cambrian Rally - 10 this year..
82 Moto-1

The enduro boys strutt their stuff...

90 INSIDE EDGE

The Barcelona Indoor Enduro is the traditional
season closer for the WEC Brat Pack...

96 SCOTT TRIAL

The toughest one-day trial in the world, was
even tougher this year..

102 KNIGHT SPEED

David Knight's had an exhausting month...
122 COURSES FOR HORSES

Visiting the USA's Iron-Horse Motorcycle Lodge...
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FESTIVE Fi

Tis’ the season to be jolly - dirt bike sales
are up for the fourth consecutive month, 7338
with the latest ‘Adventure Sport’ model ¥
figures up anther three percent from last
month to 14percent.

The ‘Trail/Enduro’ bike sales are also
improving, now only down seven per-
cent on last year’s figures, still a way in
front of current total motorcycle sales
(registrations) of minus twelve percent.

There’s been no change in the
‘Adventure Sport’ top five, with the big
Beemer still sitting pretty in the number
one spot, up another 498 units, and the
CCM R30 is still holding onto fifth posi-
tion with another eight bikes sold.

In the “Trail/Enduro’ category there’s
no stopping the powerful little 125
Honda XR, up another 94 units. The
ever-popular Yam DT125 has managed
to get one up on the Suzuki Van Van,
climbing up to second place with a fur-
ther 67 units sold.

After CCM'’s recent resurrection, you can still get
hold of spare control cables for most models from
Venhill Engineering UK. They were an OE CCM
supplier until 1999, and also distribute the German
range of Magura handlebars, (fitted to the 404 and
other current models). Expect to pay £14.99 for an
R30 clutch cable, £12.99 for a throttle cable and
£42 99 for front brake hoses - for more info, call
Venhill on 01306 885111. Meanwhile the resurrect-
ed CCM company [CCM (Britain) Ltd] chose the
new Telford Dirt Bike Expo to unveil a cut-price,
stripped-down DR-Z engined MXer which retails
at £3995 and can easily be converted for road use!

Tee Time

Support Britain’s top female
desert racer in this year’s
Dakar Rallye... Join Team
Desert Rose and as well
as getting regular email
updates during
the race, you'll
receive either a
T-shirt or a hoody
(for just £22 or £32
inc p&p respectively).
Try teamdesertrose.com
for an order form and
do your bit for Patsy.
(Ladies skinny fit T-shirts
are also available).

SNIPPETS

© SATANIC SILENCE

Boosting power output is always a good
thing, and exhaust specialists Devil have
just released some new silencers for
Yamaha’s XT660R.

The new Magnum exhaust system
features a pair of specially designed
super-slim, road legal cans with removable
baffles, T304 aluminium link pipes and a
comprehensive mounting kit.

Available in either stainless Magnum
Inox at £582.00 or Magnum carbon-fibre at
£690.00. Call 01706 212102 for more details.

© SHOW-OFFS
Two lucky winners have won TBM'’s free
entry into Dirt Rider Expo, plus a bonus
£100 worth of spending vouchers each.
lan Allder from Herts and Malcolm Chant
from Staffs (obviously both big
Monty Python fans) managed to
answer our pointless
question, ‘What is the air-speed
velocity of an unladen

answer was ‘What do you
mean? An African or European
Swallow?’
Well done guys - and
} thanks to Ian for sending
in his answer on the back of
such an uplifting postcard...

MIKE RAPLEY HAS BEEN RIDING RAND
REPORTING RBOUT TRIALS FOR RALL

HIS RDULT LIFE. HIS FIRST BIKE WRAS,
NATURALLY ENOUGH, A TRIALLER..

IXTY-FIVE quid it cost my
Dad in 1963. And if you
could buy it now in suitable
fettle it would probably cost
25 times that amount.

‘It was 846 KFC, a 199cc
Triumph Cub in trials trim that
was the first of so many off-road
machines that I have owned or
been loaned over the past 40
years that [ have lost count, but
it's still the only bike of mine
which [ can instantly remember
the registration number.

I had been following trials
with my Dad for several years,
s0 it became inevitable that the
day would come when [ had
my own trials bike. As a raw
16-year-old in 1963, youth trials
were still in the distant future,
so it was only once my 16th
birthday had passed that the
purchase of a bike became an
issue.

Dad looked around for a
while until he came upon the
Cub in Johnny Argrave’s shop
in Upton Lea near Slough and
having been assured it was suit-
able for the purpose, money
changed hands.

But riding trials was still
some way in the future as Dad
wouldn't let me take part until
I had passed my driving test.
However, under pressure, he
did relent and just two days
before my motorcycle driving
test, I rode my first trial, the
enjoyable Farnham Royal

Club’s Home Guard Cup Trial
in December 1963.

Over the following few
months I took part in numerous
South Midland Centre events
until trial number eight, the
West Ham Club’s Hawken Cup
Trial, where I won my first tro-
phy as Best Novice and where
the above picture was taken.

As it turned out, it also
proved to be the last trial I rode
on 846 KFC as during my ninth
trial, I rode through a puddle,
the bike cut out, and never went
again - at least not in my hands.
Dad returned it to Argrave’s
shop, asked him to fix it and
sell it at the same time, which
he did with dad collecting the
cash difference.

Looking at the picture of the
Cub with yours truly aboard,
it seems pretty basic and rough,
but it was a tidy bike for the
time - or so I thought. I have
few memories of how the Cub
performed, but I do recall that
any sort of a hill was an instant
five as T had no ability and the
bike had limited power.

But it instilled the thrill of
riding trials in my blood and
was soon followed by a 1964
Royal Enfield Crusader trials -
then a Cotton, then numerous
Bultacos, then bike after bike
after bike until now, 40 years
later the magic of trialling
means as much to me now
as it did all those years ago...
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FILL BILL

This is the sort of really-useful
new product we like. Pure
Pro’s Rapid Fill nozzle attach-
es to a standard five- or ten-
litre plastic jerrycan and
allows you to fill your bike’s
tank single-handedly. Push
down on the spring-loaded
filler and it'll disgorge five
litres in under ten seconds
without spilling a drop. Best
of all you can’t over-fill your
tank because as soon as the
level reaches the nozzle it
shuts off the delivery. Good
stuff. At £19.95 we thought it
was a bit pricey, but we reck-
on that (like us) you'll change
your mind, first time you use
it. Get one from any off-road
stockists or call 01778 394909
for details.

SHIFET. 11

Shift may be a relative new-
comer to the enduro scene
(they’re well known in MX),
but their new XC enduro
jacket pushes all the right
buttons for us. For starters
the design is clean and simple
with two exterior front pock-
ets, twin zipped vents on the
front (a single vent on the
rear) and a chunky central
zip with a storm flap. The
sleeves are separately vented
as well as being removable
and there’s an aertex mesh
lining, removable hard elbow
armour and a couple more
pockets round the back for
stashing the sleeves. And
that’s about it... Clean and
elegant design.

The XC jacket costs a very
reasonable £90 and we reckon
that that’s good value. For
details of your nearest Shift
stockist call 0191 487 6100.

I'M GLOVIN' IT

Winter time means using
winter gloves and these
are among the best we've
seen this year. XC-ting’s
Top Hill Gloves are made
from a combination of
cordura and clarino with
an inner membrane of
HIPORA which claims

to make them waterproof
and breathable.

We haven’t had chance
to test out their claims
but they feel comfortable
on - in particular we
like the long and narrow
cuff, and the slim overall
design. As with any
winter gloves, there's
a certain amount of
bulkiness in the fingers,
but if you can put up with
that, then at £29.99, the
Top Hills seem a bit of a
bargain. Call 08707742600
for your nearest dealer.

FLASH BARASH

We’ve always found that
products from Summers’
Racing Components (SRC)
are generally well designed,
light, and superbly func-
tional. And this bashplate
for Honda’s CRE250X is
no exception. We like it
because it’s drilled for
lightness, comes with a
full fixing kit (including

a ball-ended Allen key),
and provides maximum
protection. And we like
the fact that the build
quality is chunky rather
than presentational. All
SRC products are available
directly from CORE Racing
Imports on 07776 132144
and this one costs £88.99.
Check it out...




Stefan Merriman and
UFO Corse Yamaha have
had huge success in
2004, with both a
WR250 and a 450.
TBM took a spin on their
pared-down machines...

tefan Merriman is a WEC rider like no

other. Australia’s most successful off-road

motorcycle racer, as a four-time world
enduro champion and a two-time outright ISDE
victor the jockey-sized rider has proved he can
turn his hand to winning on close to any size
or make of enduro bike. In ‘00 it was on a two-
stroke Husqvarna, in ‘01 it was aboard a 400cc
four-stroke Husqvarna, in ‘03 it was on a two-
stroke Honda, and this year it has been aboard
a four-stroke Yamaha. With a unique, highly
professional and passionate approach to his
racing, a riding style like no other and a racer’s
brain that often sees him thinking outside of
the ‘norm’, Merriman is a rider many describe
(in jest) as being simply ‘a little bit special’.

But there is one other thing that separates
Stefan from his WEC colleagues in a much more
profound way: the fact that he goes against the
grain. Whenever any topic concerning Merriman
is debated, be it current trends in riding style or
machine set-up, convention has to be forgotten.
In fact convention, and everything it stands for,
has to be scrunched up like a dirty old rag and
thrown clean out of the window. A machine’s
reputation means little to Stefan. What might
not work for the masses often works just fine
for the pint-sized wonder. It’s as simple as that.
If Stefan develops a fondness for a bike, any bike,
it usually means one thing - he’s gonna win on it.
1 TEM
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He first did exactly that aboard Husqvarna’s
‘prehistoric’ 360cc two-stroke when he came
to Europe and he did it again this year aboard
Yamaha's WR450F - a bike not known as a
factory KTM beater. Stefan is unique. Stefan
is unorthodox. Stefan is simply Stefan.

Light Year

Having dominated the WEC’s Enduro 1 class
(125cc two-stroke and 250cc four-stroke) this
season aboard his WR250F, Stefan has also raced
Yamaha'’s 450cc enduro machine with similar
success in ‘04. While his E1 dominance this year
is common knowledge to those who follow
enduro’s premier series, with this year’s ISDE
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being overshadowed by events off the track,
Stefan’s impressive 450-mounted victory received
far less recognition than it deserved. And the fact
that few outside of Italy know that Stefan became
overall Italian Enduro Champion in ‘04 aboard
the Japanese four-fifty has also done little to
spread the word that the Merriman/WR450
combination is every bit as proficient as the
Merriman/WR250 partnership.

Combining a rider as talented as Stefan with
a machine as dominant as Yamaha’s WR250F
was only ever going to result in success. But a
WR450? ‘What the hell does he want to ride that
thing for?” commented onlookers when Stefan
announced he was to race the big Yam at this

year’s ISDE. After all, the 450’s power character-
istics, portly ergos and an unwillingness to
manoeuvre with either the ease or grace of
some of its 450cc class-mates, means that it
wouldn’t be many peoples’ first choice of race
bike. But Merriman loves it.

Lighten Up
Unsurprisingly, Stefan’s bike isn’t simply a
‘prepped’ version of the standard machine. While
‘factory’ team bikes are often visually similar to
those purchased by the great unwashed, on closer
inspection they are, more often than not, notice-
ably different. Stefan’s bike is no exception to this
rule, having spent many hours in the team’s race
T™=M T
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Thanks to wonderfully E—— - g From a distance it still
smooth power, Merriman’s . resembles the standard
450 was easy to ride hard... i - 3 ¥ S . WR... Well, if you squint a bit..!

SANARA, W”h

shop being refined and developed into the
machine it is now. And the fact that no one
has ever performed so well at this level on a
WR450F warrants giving the bike a closer look.
Whilst most ‘hobby riders” are happy to get
used to the 450F’s often forceful mannerisms and
embrace the fact that it has solid Japanese build
quality and an electric starter, for a serious racer
a machine which carries excess weight is a huge
no-no. While it’s normal for most teams to put
their bikes on a diet for a few weeks prior to the
start of any major competition, by comparison
Merriman'’s bike has simply been starved of all
nutrition. Exactly how much lighter it is than a
standard WR450F the team wouldn’t tell me, but
what they would say was that it’s 10kg lighter
than his 450-mounted team-mat drea Beconi’s
bike. And Beconi’s machine, while not as “special’
as Stefan’s, is a long, long way from a standard
WRA450F. So the saving of a further 10kg over an
already lightweight, race-ready 450 means that
Stefan’s bike must be one of, if not the lightest
450cc enduro bike in competition today.
=2 TEeM

Weight Watchers

To lose weight, the bike has been stripped of

all unnecessary parts. That means the removal

of the complete electric starter system - battery,
bearings, starter motor, internal gears and any
other parts which are needed to fire the machine
into life at the touch of the button. Merriman now
relies solely on the kick-starter.

The frame on Stefan’s bike, while remaining
100percent standard, now holds no oil. Ordinarily
the WR’s frame contains one litre of oil, with a
further 300ml in the engine, but in this case the
motor contains all of the oil. The removal of the
dry sump’s hoses and oil pumps represents a
significant weight saving, but not as much as
the liberal use of titanium and carbon fibre.

With the exception of the bike’s three spindles
(front wheel, rear wheel and swing-arm/engine
spindle) each and every nut, bolt and fastener
is titanium. The lightweight metal is used
everywhere, absolutely everywhere. The swir
arm linkage bolts are titanium, the foot-pegs
are titanium (they’re from a Yamaha YZ450),
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The Full Range
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and so are the shock and fork mounting bolts. Slim and Trim / -
All of the plastic panels are held in place with In terms of engine mods, aside from jetting G 1 {
titanium fasteners and all external engine bolts changes and the fitting of the Leo Vince exhaust P2 A
are titanium. Oh, and the Leo Vince Exhaust system, there are only three notable differences K g~
system is also titanium. over a standard 450 lump The first is the fitting ‘ ‘i 4 !
As for carbon fibre, the engine mounting of a Vertex piston, made to the team’s require- K i ity WR250F/450F
brackets, seat-base, rear light unit, exhaust guard ments (it’s lighter). The second is that the bike, &5 tf
and rear chainguard are all made from the black more often than not, runs YZ cams. And thirdly e 8
weave. But best of all so are both the fuel tank it's fitted with an STM slipper clutch. Thought to Speak tO Your‘ IOC&I dealer féra
and the sub tramL/alrbox.. ; be tf}( only \ evel bike USIn}? a §llp}?&r dutd'\, 5 great deal on any Yamahﬁrall Or %
The standard WR tank is far too bulky and has the STM unit, I was told, makes ‘a big difference 4 L)
been replaced with a much smaller, narrower but also makes the WR’s already heavy clutch A_Enduro MaChlhE OI’ tryl.any Of 'the *{
unit. The 7.5 litre tank is very similar in shape to action even more so, despite the team having # e

that fitted to a Yamaha motocross bike, but rarely lengthened the activating arm.
is it brimmed with fuel. Apparently, WR and YZ cams both produce
The sub-frame/airbox is an absolute work of the same ‘length” of power over the rev range.

‘Yamaha Off, Rogd ‘Range at:’ ey
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: A% Off-Road Schbols
art. Giving the bike a slightly lower seat height However, as Stefan’s mechanic Giuli explained, 4 . v RY 3 ; g
than a standard sub-frame, it’s easy to miss the the WR cams make their power earlier in the : : ¥ . 4 ““th 2 . hnson 01 543 271‘67

fact that the bike is fitted with the one-piece unit. range (the power ki n lower down but tails

Due to the scarcity of these parts, at a glance it off earlier than with YZ cams). Because of this p— —

could easily ismissed as an airbox neatly difference in power delivery Stefan uses one ‘Y Stefan Merriman & i .

covered in carbon-effect stickers. But the one- or the other, depending on track conditions. S ( WR250F - 2004 World ) © T A eralnt ]Ones 01 686 413324
piece unit is both lighter and stronger than the With a standard WR crank, gearbox and Enduro Champions _ g

equivalent standard part and is also a lot more carburettor, Stefan’s engine isn’t hugely different s 3

expensive. What's more, it's made by a company to that of a standard bike. But importantly it’s

which frequently manufactures parts for NASA! simpler, lighter and has less moving parts.

)Zperience Wales

I kid you not. Despite being one-core wider than YZ rads,
149 TEM







