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Frront chanmwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard

or Ultralite designs, they are precision
manufactured to retain

maximum strength,

with minimum weight.

rear chamnmwheels

Renthal rear chainwheels are precision
manufactured to extremely tight tolerances
from a special material developed to withstand
the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 7075T651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%

the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable.
Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power
transfer and long-life.

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
in Hard Anodised finish, an integral surface
coating, which significantly increases

the hardness and wear resistance

of the chainwheel surface.

Renthal’s combination

of a very high strength

base material and

an exceptionally

hardwearing

surface result in

significantly increased

chainwheel life.

Final
drive kit

Renthal Final Drive Kits allow
you to buy your Renthal chain
and chainwheels all in one go.
You can mix and match to get
the exact combination of

Renthal products you require.

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.I. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000
VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS

West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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28 - 31 Oct 04

see 05 bikes - buy 05 clothing -
meet the world’s best riders -enjoy
end of season bargains - watch
unbelievable live action

Simply advance book your entrance tickets for Dirt Bike Expo 2004 and we
will enter you into a free draw for £1000 worth of ‘05 kit of your choice from
any of the leading clothing brands. Call the DBE box office 0870 7300961
or visit www.dirtbikeexpo.com today - to book & win

www.gasgasuk.com
www.gasgasshop.com

T: (44) 01298 766813
F: (44) 01298 766816

-

ALL GAS GAS EC MODELS ARE FULLY HOMOLOGATED FOR ROAD USE.

All phone and internet bookings are eligible - Limited to one entry per household -Entrants must be a minimum of
18 years of age -Entries close 30/09/04 - Dirt Bike Expo Ltd can not be held responsible for any losses
associated with this draw - nor will it be obliged to discuss in any part any element of the draw - Its decision regarding the
winner will be final - The goods can not be exchanged for a cash prize nor for any other items




In Praise of, er... praise

on a Monday morning to be greeted by the sort of

ranting phonecall normally reserved for cold-calling
double-glazing salesmen. It concerned our ‘late entry’
for this year’s Welsh 2-Day Enduro, or more specifically
the fact that we mentioned getting a late entry for the
event in our article. It was a throwaway comment
intended to flesh out the background for the story
about this year’s Welsh - a story which ran to some
11 pages in the magazine.

The caller - a committee member for the Welsh, as it
transpired - took great exception to its inclusion howev-
er because so many other people had been turned away,
and delighted in bending my ear for a not inconsiderable
amount of time, about how we’d ‘libelled the Welsh
2-Day’ (patently untrue), and in her forthright opinion,
had acted irresponsibly.

Us? Irresponsible? Shurely shome mishtake. Well
I confess that during the event we did swap bikes,
exchange time-cards and arrive at scrutineering ten
minutes after it had closed, and of course we ‘lobbed-it’
a number of times both days - as we always do. But
that’s about par for the course for TBM. Unfortunate,
maybe, irresponsible? Hardly.

Moreover she informed me that as this year’s Welsh
had been ‘one of the best ever - or perhaps the best ever’
we might have been more fullsome in our praise about
the organising committee, marshals, helpers and all the
other myriad people who help to put on a great event

l t's a funny old world. I've just arrived at the office

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams,
Chris Evans, Jonty Edmunds,
David Knight 020 8840 4760/5066
Caleb Mason

Natalie Watson
01225 786815

such as the Welsh. ‘These people seldom get the praise
they deserve’ she opined.

Indeed so. It's one of life’s great truisms that you
rarely hear from people unless they’ve got a complaint
to make. In fact it’s well known that for most of the time,
the majority of the public are more than happy with
their lot. Interestingly, exactly the same is true of maga-
zines like TBM. We rarely receive letters or phonecalls
in praise of a particular article or review. Instead, we
tend to hear from people when they’ve got an axe to
grind. Fair enough, it makes for a lively Letters Page.

But it would be quite wrong to assume that these
complainants are in some way representative of the
majority. The fact is, it's usually the smallest, least
important little detail which gets people reaching for
the Ventolin inhaler. And it’s generally something they
‘blow-up’ out of all proportion in their own mind, so
that (for them at least) it takes on much greater signifi-
cance than was originally intended. I would argue that
this was the case here. This lady took objection to seven
little words (about a late entry) in an article which ran to
more than 4000 words. And as of yet, we’ve received not
a single complaint from any reader on the subject.

But for the sake of setting the record straight let me
make it clear that as a dirt bike magazine which has at
its heart the best interests of UK off-roading, we were
delighted when the good folk of the Welsh 2-Day
Committee generously allowed us into their event (for
which we paid our entry fees like everyone else) - even
though our entries arrived a little on the tardy side. We'd
also like to thank them for putting on a fantastic event
this year - for the general coursemarking, marshalling
and unseen activities which make an event like the
Welsh so special. If you've never ridden the Welsh,
you should make sure you do so before you die (though
obviously I'd like to stress that you should try and get
your entry in nice and early, so as to avoid invoking the
wraith of female committee members).

There. | hope that sets the record straight. Praise
where it’s deserved. And of course when I mentioned to
her that (complaint notwithstanding) she must've been
pleased with the fact that TBM published 11 pages on
‘her’ event, that we brought it to the attention of many
thousands of readers, and that in the past we’d been par-
ticularly vocal and instrumental in attempting to fight
off government legislation which could in theory put an
end to the Welsh, she simply dismissed it out of hand.

As she so rightly commented, people seldom get the
praise they deserve. An irony sadly lost on this particu-
lar lady committee member... S g
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New e-start Honda CRF450X Breaks Cover.

T o0 absolutely nobody’s
surprise, Honda have just
launched a 450 version of their
hugely popular enduro thumper,
the CRF-X.

Based on their awesome
CRF450R motocross machine,
the 450X will come ‘enduro-
ready’, though, like the 250X
model, not road-legal. Again,
like the 250, the 450X receives
an electric-start, which will drive
the clutch side of the crankshaft.
This is claimed to provide good
lubrication of the starter gears,
whilst leaving the engine suit-
ably narrow. Cooling the Unicam
motor, the radiators are larger
than those found on the MX
model, with an expansion tank
mounted behind the left-hand
sidepanel. The motor is slotted
into a new fourth-generation
version of Honda’s trademark
aluminium twin-spar frame.

As you'd expect, there’s a raft

of other features which turn the ‘R’

into an ‘X’. There’s a sidestand, a
halogen headlight, and a basic
odometer. The gearbox remains a
five-speed unit, though it’s now
wide-ratio of course. The stainless
steel exhaust features a spark
arrestor baffle (and will certainly
have to be quieter than the MX
models’ raucous bark), whilst the
Showa suspension is softened off
for the X version. The rear wheel
drops in size to 18in and the fuel
tank is up to 8.3 litres. Features
such as the neat LED tail-light and
side-opening airbox are carried
over from the 250X, and to give
fine-tuning of the riding position,
the Renthals alloy bars will now
have three-way adjustment.

With a claimed dry weight of
115.7kg, the Honda isn’t going to

be the lightest bike in the 450 class,

but it may well turn out to be one
of the most popular. Expect a TBM
test as soon as bikes land...

450X brings middleweight
muscle to Honda’s
enduro line-vp...

SNIPPETS

< UN-HAPPY SHOPPERS

If you've been struggling to get
your hands on copies of your
favourite magazines (that’s
TBM and Supermoto Magazine
by the way) through WHSmith,
might we suggest you try your
local independent newsagent.
‘Smiths have re-appraised their
entire magazine range, and as
such, many smaller publishers
(which means virtually all
motorcycle titles) have seen

their magazines either disap-

pear from the shelves or
become much harder to find. To
get hold of TBM (or SMM) from
any newsagent simply ask them
to order you a copy, quoting the
ISSN 1359-0324 (or 14760843 for
Supermoto) and tell them that
they're distributed by Seymour.
Or better still, you could always
subscribe on 020 7903 3993...

& UN-HAFRENY COINCIDENCE

The Hafren Rally, due to take
place on 3 October, may now
be held on 7 November instead,
due to a clash with the seventh
round of the World Enduro
Championship.

As a result of this conflict,
several Hafren Dirt Bike Club
members won't be available,
so the club have asked the ACU
for the revised November date.
At the time of going to press,

a decision hasn’t yet been

reached.

BUSH BABY

The Aussies

have done it

again. As if

having a road

legal Honda

CRF250X

(reported in

last month’s

TBM) wasn't

enough, now

Yamaha have

given them a

fully road-

legal WR ver-

sion of their two-stroke YZ125

and YZ250, called the YZ-WR!
The new WRs are basically

road-going adaptations of the

current steel-framed YZ(N)s,

with a headlight, speedo, indi-

cators and mirrors being added,

along with a street legal muffler

and aftermarket alternator to

provide power to the lights. The

longer/ quieter silencer softens

off the hit of the YZ, while taller

gearing makes the bike suitable

GOING LIVE!

Yes, that’s right, the official TBM
website will be launching in the
very near future. We'll let you
know as soon as we go live, but
in the meantime, we’ve made it
even easier for you to have your
say by emailing your letters to us
on letters@trailbikemag.com. Go
on, tell us what you think of us,
what you want to see more of in
TBM, and what you'd like to see
less of. Or maybe you've got a
comment to make on something
you've read, an opinion to give

for the street. Yamaha also offer
an optional long-range 12L fuel
tank for those wishing to travel
further afield on their bikes.

With Yamaha switching to an
all-alloy chassis for the 2005
MXers, the latest addition to the
blue family seems like an excel-
lent way to create a ‘run-out’
model from their remaining
steel-framed bikes. Come on
Yamaha UK, bring a few of them
into the UK, please...?

on a particular subject, or just
want to contact us to say what

a great job we're doing and you
want to have our babies. All sub-
missions gratefully received...

NORTHERN SOUL

This year’s Yorkshire Enduro,

a round of the Motul North of
England Enduro Championship,
will take place on Saturday 25
September.

Held in the Cropton Forest
near Pickering, North Yorkshire,
it all kicks off at 10.00am. The
time-card event will consist of

several laps of forestry commis-
sion land and will feature a
cross-country spccial test.
Closing date for entries is 17
September, with a maximum of
180 riders allowed to take part,
and the cost is £35.00. Regs and
entry forms can be found on
enduro.freeserve.co.uk or if you
have any questions, please call
Tim Spencer on 07989 941803,
but before 9.00pm only please!

SNIPPETS

> STATE-SIDE SALMINEN

Enduro World Champion Juha
Salminen took on America’s
roughest and toughest in tt
latest round of the Grand
National Cross Country
(GNCC).

On his first outing in the
Yankees’ biggest off-road series,
Salminen rode well, and
despite leading the event at
times, eventually finished
second. However, the Finn
was later bumped to third
due to missing out a few
of the motocross jumps..!

€ THE WIGHT STUFF
Hop on a ferry and head over
to the Isle of Wight Enduro,
taking place at Knighton on
26 September. The good people
of SETRA have managed to
secure some ground to ‘hare
and hound’ around and the
event is open to all expert,
clubman and sportsman riders.
On a closed area, the course
is approximately 5.5 miles
per lap over varying terrain,
including a sand quarry,
woodland and an MX track.

As if that wasn’t enough,

ferry operator WightLink is

offering discounted rates for
all riders and helpers, plus the
start time has been changed to
11.00am to give everybody time
to get there. The crossing only
takes 35 mins from Portsmouth
and the event is about 20 min-
utes from the ferry terminal.
To help out even further,

the entry fee has been reduced
to £25.00, but entry is limited
to 100 riders. Regs are available
for easy downloading on the

enduro.freeserve.co.uk website
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IT'S SHOWTIME!

Gambling nirvana Las Vegas will
play host to the American debut of
EnduroCross on the 27 November.
Organised by Pro-Motion
Motorsports, the indoor off-road
race will be held at the Orleans
Arena for the first time ever.

Top European riders
invited so far include
David Knight, Paul
Edmondson, Samuli Aro,
Juha Salminen and Stefan
Merriman.

The race format will be
similar to a SuperCross
event, with a start gate,
class heats and qualifying
rounds, with riders going
through to the main event.
Course terrain will consist
of rock fields, boulders,
sand, jumps, poles and
water sections, similar to
obstacles normally found

in enduro events, hare and
hounds and the C C series.
Tickets go on sale from early
September and can be bought
online from OrleansArena.com
or for more information log onto
endurocrossusa.com.

YOU'RE IN THE ARIIY NOW

Polish your boots - it’s time

for the Army MCA Natterjack
Enduro on 9-10 October. This
event is a round of the 2004
Motul ACU British Solo, Sidecar
and Ladies Championship, and
classes available are expert,
clubman, over 40s, sidecar, ladies
and standard service/sportsman.

Taking place in Hants, the
enduro will start and finish at
the Airstrip, Weavers Down,
Longmoor. The special tests will
be ready from Friday 8 October
and are within walking distance
from the start area.

All riders and passengers
must hold a current ACU licence
or SACU licence. Entry fee is
£95.00 and the closing date is
24 September (or earlier if full).
Space permitting, entries may be
accepted after the closing date
but there will be an additional
£10.00 administration fee for
each machine.

Visit enduro.freeserve.co.uk
for regs and an entry form and
for more information, email
natterjack@team-reme.co.uk.

SNIPPETS

< IF YOU GO DOWN TO

THE WOODS TODAY...

The next round of the Welsh
four-stroke Championship is
the Radnor Forest Enduro,
taking place on 26 September.
Held within the forest, the
course and special tests have
been designed primarily for
clubman/sportsman level rid-
ers, but experts are more than
welcome to enter.

Starting at 10.00am, the
number of laps will depend
on the class entered. Classes
are: solo trail, sportsman,
ladies, over 40s, over 50s,
four-stroke clubman, four-
stroke expert, clubman, open
(expert/championship).

Closing date for entries is 18
September and fees are £45.00,
rising to £50.00 for late submis-
sions. Regs are online now at
enduro.freeserve.co.uk.

<> GOING FOR GOLD

UK riders David Knight and
Paul Edmondson will certainly
be trying to emulate the suc-
cess of the British rowing team
when they compete in the
Greek round of the World
Enduro Championship on

2-3 October.

Round seven of the Maxxis
FIM enduro event will held in
Serres and the route will con-
sist of three laps of a 65 kilo-
metre course for both days.

Fast Eddy and Knighter are
both in second place in their
respective E2 and E3 classes,
with the pair playing catch-up
to Finnish KTM riders Juha
Salminen and Samuli Aro.

For more info, check out
the event’s official website
on http:/ /www.lams.gr/
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FINLAND'S PETTERI
SILVAN IS A DYED-IN-
THE-WOOL 125CC RIDER.
HE CURRENTLY
COMPETES IN THE WEC
RABOARD A FACTORY KTM..

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

It was a 125¢cc, 91 model Suzuki.
The bike actually started life as a
motocross bike but it was converted
into an enduro model by the Finnish
Suzuki importers. They only built
one of them, and I still have it today.
It was a very special bike for me
because it was the machine that I
started my enduro career on.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

It was a winter enduro in Finland at
the end of "90. It was quite a difficult
race, I can remember that I had to
think about which lines I was using
and think about not damaging the
bike because it was an eight hour
race. That was new to me because
before that I only raced motocross. I
finished second overall but I won the
125cc class by two or three minutes.

WHAT IS YOUR FRVOURITE
ENDURO?

Any race that is fun. As long as the
special tests and the track are nice to
ride, and I have some good competi-
tion to race with, then it is a good
enduro race for me.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HRRDEST
ENDURO YOU HAVE EVER RACED?
It was the world enduro champi-
onship race in Spain, in ‘92 I think.
Almost nobody finished the race.

[ was racing together with Paul
(Edmondson). At the end of the first
lap I think that [ had already taken
40 minutes of penalty because the
conditions were so bad. I think there
were only a few riders that finished

in the 125¢cc class. I didn’t finish
because I lost more than an hour
in penalties. I think Swedish rider
Jeff Nilsson won.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD THE
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON YOUR
CRAREER?

Kari (Tiainen). He helped me very
much when I started my enduro
career and is still a really big help
today. He got me my first profession-
al contract with Husqvarna and is
the team manager of the KTM Racing
team that I race for now. He has
helped many Finnish riders.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE?

[ think it was when I won both days
of the Finnish round of the world
championship in "91. I was still a jun-
ior rider and it was a big surprise to
beat all the 125cc riders and finish
second overall on both days behind
Kari. The race was in my home town
of Jamsa, it was only my second
enduro race after that winter race I
did. It was a really hard race for me.
I remember I had only just got my
driving licence, I think I would have
been 18. It was the race that really
started my enduro career.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

In Hungary, when I lost the 125cc
world title to Paul (Edmondson). I
don’t really know what happened
but I got disqualified from the race.
If I had won it would’ve been my
first title. It was so disappointing; it
is certainly not a good memory. After
the race the jury said that I started
one minute too early but that is
almost impossible to do. When I
looked at the video, after the race,

I started together with the correct
riders but only I was disqualified.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
BIGGEST CRASH?

It was a practice crash in Spain in
‘98, when I was racing the 250 Gas
Gas. I don’t really remember what
happened. I was training in a little
motocross track close to the Gas Gas
factory when a hobby rider started
riding the track in the wrong direc-
tion. I didn’t see him early enough
because I was in fifth gear, full gas,
approaching a jump. After that I
don’t remember. I broke my wrist,
collarbone and four ribs. The wrist
was badly damaged; I had to have
two plates put inside and also a
plate on my collarbone.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST TRERS-
URED ENDURO MEMORY?
Obviously winning my first world

championship is a really great memo-
ry. But I think the best memory that

I have is from when I was 10 or 11
years old, when I was riding trials

in Finland. I remember winning my
first race and getting my first trophy.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?

The Suzuki that I started my career
on is a really special bike for me.

All the rest have been factory bikes,
so they are really quite similar. The
Suzuki is completely unique. I am
restoring it at the moment and I hope
to put it on the Dyno sometime soon
to see how much power it has com-
pared to today’s bikes. I remember
that it had a lot of power at the top
end but not so much bottom end
power.

WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
TYPE OF TERRAIN?

Sand. Growing up in Finland it is
hard not to learn how to ride sand.
Despite living in Southern Europe for
a lot of my career I still prefer sand.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

Quite a lot of things still. The races
still need the factories to push to
make them better. What I don’t like
any more is that we need to arrive so
early in the week before the race. It
was a much nicer sport before when
we would arrive on Thursday, look at
the special tests, make technical con-
trol on Friday and then start the race
on Saturday. Now we have to arrive
on Tuesday and walk the special tests
a thousand times. Having more spe-
cial tests is okay, but I think it was
better when we only knew where

the tests were on Thursday evening.
It would also help the organisers
because they would have longer

to prepare the special tests.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

The Extreme special tests. They are
not enduro; they are some other sport
completely. Maybe it is good for the
spectators but not for the riders. If
you lose 10 or 20 seconds in this spe-
cial test, and all the riders get more
or less the same time in the other
tests, where can you make up the lost
time? You can lose much more than
you can gain in an extreme test. It's
not really enduro sport.




New dirt bike sales figures
are on the up after an
industry-wide improve-
ment. Sales of ‘Adventure
Sport” models are enjoying
further growth, climbing up
five percent year on year.
“Trail /Enduro’ bike fig-
ures are now down only 11
percent, up another six per-

IT ALL ADDS UP

Leading the “Trail /
Enduro’ class again by a
country mile is the little
Honda XR125L, with sales
up another 146 units in July.
Knocking the KTM 450 out
of fifth position is Yamaha's
ever-popular DT125, with
unit sales of 269. The com-
plete figures are as follows:

cent from June, and are still
ahead of the total motorcy-
cle sales (registrations)
which are still down 17
percent on last year.

There’s no change in bike & BMW FE50GS
models on the ‘Adventure
Sport’ chart, although b sudonend
increased sales of the CCM Trail / Enduro
R30 in fifth place were only 1 Honda XR125L
to be expected after CCM’s 2 Suzuki RV125
recent unfortunate demise, 3 Honda CRF250X
as people take advantage 4 Suzuki DR-ZA00S
of discounted machines. 5 Yamaha DT125

Adventure Sport
1 BMW R1200GS

2 Honda XL125V

3 Triumph 985 Tiger

o
operuls

Don’t forget you‘ve only got a short time left to be
in with a shout of winning yourself one of ten sets
of cool HEBO gear. These off-road packs consist of
a high quality fender bag, a very useful bum-bag, a
pair of comfortable dirt bike socks, a natty baseball
cap and a handy neckwarmer. And to be in with a
chance you've simply got to be a TBM subscriber
(either new or existing) before 15 September 2004.
A full year’s subscription to TBM costs just £33 and
to sign up, all you need do is call Mel on our Subs
Hotline on 020 7903 3993. Go to it...
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587
479
348
309
294

935
337
333
286
269

NITTY GRITTY

Organisers of the True Grit Hare and Hounds enduro
due to take place on 3 October at Driffield, East
Yorks, have announced a date and venue change.

Now on Sunday 12 September, the three-hour
event will be held at Lings Farm, west of Bishop
Burton, East Yorkshire.

Using open farmland and woodland, the course
will be around six miles and will consist of one
three-hour session. The winner will be the first rider
to complete 20 laps or the most laps in the time.

Open to expert, clubman and over 40s classes,
the entry is £35.00 inclusive of ORPA day licence.

For entry forms and regs, log onto
enduro.freeserve.co.uk. For general enquiries, email
extruegrit@hotmail.com. All emails must be marked
with ‘True Grit’ in the subject field.

GEOFF WILSON IS
(AMONG OTHER THINGS)
CHRIRMAN OF THE TRAIL RIDERS
FELLOWSHIP AND R MEMBER OF
THE COUNTRWYSIDE RGENCY LOST
WRAYS RDVISORY GROUP

y first trail bike was my normal road bike of the

time, a 250cc Suzuki Hustler in the late 1960s. A
more inappropriate bike to take off the tarmac road you
couldn’t imagine. But it was about as good as you could
get for scaling the surfaced mountain passes of the Lake
District ... or at least I was convinced it was because it
was all that I could afford at the time.

But then, like now, there were major moves being
made to downgrade old cart-roads to prevent them
being used by motorcycles. The 1968 Countryside Act
caused as much panic amongst trail-riders then as the
CROW Act 2000 causes today. There was a series of pub-
lic inquiries taking place in the north west of England
that seemed destined to close some of the best tracks
before I'd not even had chance to ride them. I'd heard
about them from my dad who'd ridden them, and it just
didn’t seem right for bureaucrats to deny me the chance
to enjoy some of the thrills that my dad had experienced
in his motorcycling life.

So I decided to get stuck in and fight the battle
against the Department of Transport, and I'm still doing
the same. But to do that I had to get the feel for the roads
that were under threat, and the only way I could do it
was to use my Suzuki Hustler. I got a feel for them in
more ways than one. The bike got battered and I got
bruised, but life was never the same again.

I still ride that first trail today, so the 1969 struggle
must have been worth the fight. What's more, the route
is in much better condition now than it was back then,
and there’s possibly a bit of that Suzuki buried in it
somewhere.

I don’t have a picture of that first trail bike; a bike and
a camera were beyond my means. So you'll have to
make do with this picture of one of my current trail-
bikes next to a landmark on a Yorkshire Dales trail that
most riders would say is impossible to get an R80GS
BMW and passenger (wife Jennifer) to. In 1969 I reck-
oned that if ! could get my T250 Suzuki up a track it
was worth fighting for. I apply the same test in 2004
with my trusty BMW...

r you can do yourseli
a favour and




PRP = GSP RACING = SURF & YURF = SCOYY LEATHERS = YENHILL = APICO  MIDDLEYON = FIRST MX = BERY HARKIN

Fifth great year for

d- ' -” ’ﬂ/ Europe’s No.l

irLriger Off Road show

4 25-28 November
Stoneleigh Park, Nr Coventry
Opening hours

. Thurs 25 9.30-5.30, Fri 26 9.30-5.30
p— Sat 27 9.30-5.30, Sun 28 9.30-5.00
stoneleigh-park

EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE
CENTRE* COVENTRY

25-28 Nov 2004

FREE parking
FREE show guide for all

More Stands than ever
Now in 3 great halls

UK’s Best
Live Action entertainment arena.
Sponsored by Moto X magazine.
Team Animal MTB show.
Plus Trials Stunt Show Spectacular.

ALL UK importers & Manufacturers.
Official Stands.
Plus latest clothing and accessories.
Fantastic retail hall filled
with bargains for Christmas.

£5ka'05

You could be the lucky winner of £5,000 sponsorship.
Including bike, clothing, helmet, boots, gloves and goggles
and £1,000 worth of spares, including tyres and plastics etc. For Trade and Display information call 0870 240 9019

PRO CLERN = MONYESA = SLD » RS MOYOR HOMES = RUSH RACING = SERVAL = WERX = YBM = YMX = REGENY = MX NO FEAR = MOYO FRX = PRP = MOYO DIRECY = A

POLARIS = WULF = SUZUKI = HOHDR = KYM = YAMAHA = HUSKY = KAWASAKI = GAS GAS = YMUK = RYY - FOWLERS

T

POLARIS = WULF = SUZUKI = HOKDA = KYM = YAMAHA ~ HUSKY - KRWASAKI = GRS GAS = YMUK = ATY - FOWLERS

Don’t be fooled by lookalikes

Stoneleigh, Europe’s biggest
Off-Road show just got bigger

There is only one Dirt Rider Expo and
as usual it’s happening at Stoneleigh

same organisers * same gromoters

same venue!!!

30% Bigger Show

dirt rider

100% Bigger Live Arena /

Only 2004 0ff Road Show

attended by...
all yanufacturexrs \/ ,.
stoneleigh-park

EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE
CENTRE» COVYENTRY

plus all quad bikes 25-28 Nov 2004

ADVANCE TICKET SALES (£1 discount per ticket*)
0871 230 2626 - www.ticketmaster.co.uk

* booking fee applies

lMajor Distributors

X4 39Y4 « NOSIGHIN « SHONA « NOISIA OAON « SIIWIZH 98Y « INIDVY GIN « IHDDOZUYIN « HLINS « NITZHIIN « NOTUL « YSZANON « HOZL GUND « OLOW « 3NITOLNG « HSNY

PRP = GSP® RACING = SURF & TYURF = SCOYY LEAYHERS = YERHILL = APICO = MIDDLEYON = FIRST MX = BERY HRRKINS




The 2005 two-stroke Gassers are here. TBM
checked out the new EC200, 250 and 300cc
Enducross models at the UK launch, and found
good and not-quite-so-good features to report on...

14 TBM

t's business as usual at Gas Gas when it comes
to the 2005 two-stroke models. A few details
have changed on the bikes (ally sidestand, new
frame guards, small rear master cylinder among
others), and a few details have regrettably stayed
the same - like the inconsistent build quality (our
brand new test bike’s headlight came on whenev-
er we touched the rear brake). But overall it's
definitely a case of steady evolution rather than
revolution from the Spanish manufacturer.
Which to be honest is no bad thing, because
two-stroke Gassers have always been great club-
man machines for the average Joe. They’re not
the fastest of bikes, nor the best detailed, but
when it comes to handling and sheer rideability,
the Gassers remain the pick of the bunch for the

STORY: SI MELBER; PICS: JONTY EDMUNDS

vy MICHELIN |
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300’s smooth and
" grunty, but will still
bite back if provoked...

vast majority of riders. They manage this because
as have doggedly stuck to their principles
of making all their bikes easy to exploit - rather
than pursuing the more single-minded goal of
ultimate performance. Truth is, there’s no other
two-stroke I'd rather be riding when conditions
start to deteriorate. And when you look back at
the sort of summer we’ve had this year, it’s no
surprise that the two-stroke dirt bike is enjoying
something of a renaissance at the momer
Interestingly enough it’s not just me w
recognises this fact, many of you guys obviously
feel the same way. Proof of this comes from the
fact that a number of UK importers and their
dealers have in recent times seen a steady rise
in demand for two-stroke models. It’s got so bad
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