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The Renthal Twinwall® handlebar is a large
diameter 11/8 in (28.6mm) double-skinned
handlebar which combines immense
strength, good resilience and a virtual
guarantee against fatigue failure.

It’s designed and developed to achieve

the best combination of strength and safety.

Fatbar

The Renthal Fatbar® is a large diameter

11/8 in (28.6mm) Taper OD and profiled wall
brace-less handlebar that combines excellent
strength with good resilience. All Fatbars®
are anodised and have a laser etched
positioning grid.
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When it comes to 7/s in (22.2mm) handlebars,
Renthal makes the difference. We use an
exclusive aluminium alloy created to withstand
the extremes of Supercross and Motocross
racing. It is light-weight, yet offers good
impact strength and limits vibration.
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Moose

Keep dry... that's all there is to it!
Moose Wet Weather gear is at the
forefront of waterproof/breathable
fabric technology. It's sole design

core is about keeping the weather
on the outside whilst removing

CASCAS

" sweat moisture from the inside.
s table "b‘ XCR Enduro Jacket (£145)
| B N | Highly breathable fabric developed

exclusively for Moose, featuring 11
vents for maximum ventalation
control, very cool, very dry.

Expedition Jacket/Jeans (£139.50/£99)
p Waterproof breathable fabric, seam
- sealed stitching with zip out sleeves.
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Monarch Pass Jacket/Jeans (£259/£175)
Made from eVENT, this kit actively
encourages your moisture through
the fabric keeping you dry from inside
and out. It is quite simply the best
quality gear we've ever seen.

¥s ==

w

To find out more about Moose Wet
weather gear, Race kit and Hard parts,
visit www.dirtbikestore.com.

Serious kit, for the serious rider.
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AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER or call direct/buy online
ENQUIRIES 01278 424979 FREEORDERLINE 08000 718718

ALSO FROM [Mloose
XCR Competition Drinks System £34.99 ¢ Expedition Drinks System £44.50 « XCR Endurance Pak £34.50

differ bt d!
| N N | l e en t ee E Expedition Kit Bag £79.95 * Expedition Helmet Carrier £22.50 * Expedition Boot Bag £24.75
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Sold Down The River...

ver been on a canal boat? I have. It's a
E pleasant enough way to while away a

Sunday afternoon, chugging through
the countryside. Canals of course weren't origi-
nally designed for the use to which they’re now
being put. Built for utility purposes, these days
the canal network exists almost entirely for the
leisure user. And interestingly enough, when
they were first dug (by hand), they were
designed to be used by horse-drawn vehicles
- all canal boats were pulled by horses (or
humans) back then - hence the derivation of
the word “tow-path’.

Technology though has made the heavy horse
all but redundant in its role as barge-puller. These
days a simple single-cylinder (internal combus-
tion) engine does the job far more efficiently than
a horse - even though it’s inevitably a little noisi-
er. And here’s an interesting thing, the present
day canal network is (to some extent) kept alive
by an army of volunteers who help to research
and re-open many miles of lost waterways.

So why for instance do you think that the
Minister for Rural Affairs hasn't issued a consulta-
tion paper arguing that canal users should be
denied access to large chunks of their narrowboat
network? I mean on the face of it the historical
evolution of their chosen leisure pursuit appears
to be very similar to that of ours.

Si Melber
James Barnicoat
Mark Williams,
Chris Evans, Dave Cornish,
Jonty Edmunds, Paul Blezard,
David Knight, Jim & Dot Jones

Caleb Mason 020 7903 3993

Natalie Watson
01225 786815

TBM PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

Network originally built for utility purposes - now
used for leisure? Check. Designed for horse-drawn
vehicles but now used by motorised transport? Check.
Users enjoy chugging their way through the heart of
the countryside? Check.

Hmmm. Or do you think perhaps something
more sinister is going on? What sort of thing?
Well, could it be argued (for instance) that the
Minister is guilty of allowing his own personal
prejudices to shape government policy?

It’s clear that Alun Michael is no lover of
motorised recreation, so is he planning to apply
these swingeing new reforms even-handedly
across all forms of motorised leisure pursuits?

Or just the ones he doesn’t like?

It’s also clear that a Government which stops
listening to the (heartfelt) views of the electorate
it pretends to consult (and by inference a minister
who does the same) is not only living on bor-
rowed time, but worse still, guilty of moral
bankruptcy.

It’s not too late to air your views on the subject.
Objections to the DEFRA proposals must be
received by 19 March (about two weeks time).
Don't leave it to somebody else to write and
object, pick up a pen and do your bit. And then
we'll see if the Minister really does bother listen-
ing to opinions other than his own...
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Britain’s top enduro rider writes exclusively for TBM...



SNIPPETS

<> SEND OUT A POSSE!

Despite the problems associ-
ated with trailriding in the
UK, at least all we usually
have to deal with are red-
faced farmers and irate bob-
ble-hatted ramblers. But
spare a thought for our
transatlantic cousins. You'd
think that space wasn'’t
exactly at a premium out

in the western states of the
good ol” USA but clearly

in Arizona they also have
issues regarding land access
by trailriders. Recently a

33 year old off-roader was
out with his stepson and
another teenager enjoying
the delights of Pantano trail
near Tuscon, when he was
fetched clean off his bike

by a lasso-wielding red-
necked cowboy. Apparently
the wannabe Jesse James
was sick of dirtbikers spook-
ing his horseback-mounted
paying tourists who also use
this part of Arizona. On top
of suffering rope burns
around his neck the trailrider
was fined $300 for riding
within a quarter mile of

a building inside the city
limits. However this was
nothing compared with

his assailant who faces six
months breaking rocks in
the local state penitentiary
and a $2500 fine. Makes you
feel a whole lot better about
riding along the Ridgeway
don’tcha’ think?

Will we one day see
a VXC alongside the
singler cylinder EXCs..?

DOUBLE-BARRELLED KTM?

rilia aren’t the only bike manufacturer currently evaluating a 450+cc

win dirt bike according to a source close to the KTM factory.
giant Austrian concern has (according to one source) been showing
a great deal of interest in the mini-V-twin concept, but has yet to give
the project the green light. ;

The potential benefits of a small capacity V-twin, particularly in
rallying (where KTM currently dominates), have not gone un-noticed
at KTM HQ in M uch benefits include greater power, more
reliability, fewer vibes and of course a whole new marketing opportu-

Set against this however is the extra cost of manufacturing a twin
(including development costs), the additional weight of a twin cylinder,
and of course whether such a bike will be outlawed for racing purposes
by the FIM at some stage in the future.

Ultimately, this final point is likely to be the deciding factor as to
whether any new bike gets the go-ahead. But should they wish to
begin development work on a mini-V, clearly KTM already possess
the know-how - having recently de d their 950cc V-twin engi
which powers the Adventure model.

FINLAND'S JUHR
SALMINEN, ENDURO
MEISTER RAND CURRENT
OVERALL WORLD
CHAMP HRS WON
TITLES IN EVERY
CAPACITY. SO WHERE
DOES HE GO
FROM HERE?

WHAT WRS THE FIRST
ENDURO BIKE YOU OWNED?
It was at the end of ‘94, it was

a ‘91 model KTM125. I had
plenty of problems because it
was an old bike and not in such
good shape.

WHAT WRS YOUR FIRST
ENDURO?

At the end of ‘94 1 did a three-
hour race in Sweden, the
Gotland Grand National. I don’t
remember how old I was, but 1
remember that I rode two laps
and then I lost the bolt from the
rear axle so that was the end of
my race.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE
HARDEST ENDURO YOU
HAVE EVER RACED?

The ‘95 ISDE in Poland as it was
my first ever Six Days. Before

it I had a bad injury and took a
cast off too early so I could ride.
Also, if there were any mistakes
to be made, I made them during
that event. The whole race was
very difficult. I don’t remember
my result, only that it rained
nearly every day. But I know
that I was happy to finish the
event. I was racing on a ‘93
motocross KTM 125.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD
THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE
ON YOUR CRREER?

Kari (Tiainen) is the person who
has had the biggest influence
on my career and the person
who has helped me the most.
Everything I've needed to know
I've learned from him. At the
end of ‘97 I was still a junior
rider and didn’t know so many
things. In ‘98 I was third in the
125¢c world championship.
After that Kari started to teach
me how to win. Making good
results wasn'’t so difficult for
me but winning is completely
different. It’s strange; he has
never really told me anything
but I just learned from watching
him. It’s how I learn most
things, including golf.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER

TO BE YOUR BEST EVER
PERFORMANCE?

I would say the whole ‘03 sea-
son. The training season went
well but then I had the injury

to my ribs just before the season
started, which really made
things difficult. I was also riding
the 500cc bike, which was also
quite difficult for me and then

I also hurt my knee later in the
season. | had to take a lot of
risks last year to win. Bones
take six to eight weeks to heal
but I was racing the world
championship after four.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
MOST DISAPPOINTING
RESULT?

It's difficult to say. I could say
the ISDE in France when I failed
to finish or the WEC race in
Jamsa last year when my gear-
box broke, but those were are
out of my control - there is no
point in being really disappoint-
ed because I know it wasn’t my
fault.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
BIGGEST CRASH?

Spain this year. I made a small
crash at a local beach race in the
south of Spain but then another
rider landed on my back. That
was my biggest injury.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO
MEMORY?

Yeah, winning the world titles
this year. I couldn’t enjoy the
class win because I was still
focused on the overall title.
To win that having had such

a challenging season was great.
It really means a lot to me.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU
ENJOYED OWNING/RIDING

THE MOST?

The bike I had at the ISDE in
Czecho, my KTM 400. That bike
was absolutely the one that I
enjoyed riding the most. It was
just such an easy bike to ride.
Of course it was a four-stroke
but it was like a 125 to ride.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

There needs to be some changes,
but I don’t know if I am the cor-
rect person to comment on the
changes that are needed. Always
when there are some problems
during a world championship
event, those that speak about the
problems are the same people.
We also need some new blood,
some more new young riders.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED LESS OF?

Less classes. By losing two class-
es it will be easier for people to
follow. And that is good for the
sport.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
LIKE IN FIVE YERARS TIME?

I don't know, it’s difficult to say.
Some of the rules they are plan-
ning for the coming years don't
help the sport at all, like only
giving ten minutes for service
time. It is like Trials - they
changed some rules but nothing
really changed. The same riders
were competing and the same
riders were winning!

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT
TO ACHIEVE IN ENDUROS?
Actually, I am at the point where
[ want to just maintain the level
I'm at. I don’t have so many tar-
gets any more. But I don’t have
a silver medal from the WEC
and I have-a bronze and gold,
so maybe to finish second this
year would be good (laughs).

If everything goes the same as
in ‘03 it will be very difficult for
me to win this year. But if I can
prepare well, and stay injury
free, I hope things will be okay.
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SNIPPETS

<> READ ALL ABOUT IT!

A must read for all off-road
and enduro fans is the recently
released Off-Road Champions
2003 yearbook. This 250 page
action-packed, full colour
hard-backed coffee table book
is a pictorial review of the
2003 season. Renowned Italian
photographer Dario Agrati
offers this thirteenth edition

of his work which features
stunning all action photogra-
phy from the World Enduro
Championship, ISDE, Dakar,
MX-GP coverage, a look at the
World Trials Championship
and the European Supermoto
Championship. Cost of the
book is £25.00 plus £6.00 P+P
and it’s available by contacting
our own Jonty Edmunds on
jontyedmunds@journalist.com.

Owners of Cagiva’s big trailie should mark their diaries for 18-20
June, because that's the date of this year’s Elefant Rally, and Bisley
Camp in Surrey has been chosen as the venue. All Varese-built bikes
(and in fact, all big trailies) are welcome, but the rally is aimed at the
true Elefant aficionado. Last year’s rally was held in Tuscany and
attracted several hundred pachyderm fanciers. And there’s even
a website www.elefantriders.com gandeting to the peculiar needs
of the Cagiva Elefant fan. Run by Paul Christian this site offers an
invaluable source of information for owners of these Ducati vee-
twin powered mega-trailies. Cam\ymg is £7.00 per night with £10
for a meal on Saturday evening. You must k so contact
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< BAY WATCH
The recent cockling tragedy in
Morecambe Bay has highlight-
ed another problem in the area:
illegal riding. The sand flats
have been used illegally by
bikers for years, but now the
police are cracking down on
the problem, promising to
swoop on riders who continue
to break the law. TRF reps and
trailriders havé been working

with local MPs to try and
maintain good relations, but
: - ; given the recent tragedy in
jst“/l;“lt"‘ has ‘}“‘F;}}:t'd a g:‘;f;d ;"‘;\T the area, local politicians take
its list price for the giant (if slight- S TR o e
ly a\\'l\l;\'ard looking) DL1000 V- 3‘?&“,1\‘;: rtii;fciul;(\? r:1r1yrl:;i1c:0
Strom big trailie. The 2004 V-strom & el oy
which is powered by Suzuki’s amj thg quicksand. These same
fuel-injected 996cc V-twin lump Ml‘s will also ha»\'c sqnthllmg
will retail for just £6349.00 on the to s flanize the use of vehicles
road. A new integrated luggage on Rights of Way. Bear that
rack now comes as standard and in mind, next time you fancy
Suzuki customers can also pur- checking the jetting of your
chase a colour-matched V-Strom YZ426...
three piece luggage set (at £549)
for extra touring capacity.




SOUTH EASTERN DATES

The South-Eastern Enduro Combine

has released dates for the remaining
rounds of the 2004 South-Eastern championships. These are exciti

ng times

in the South East as there will be events at many new venues and there is

a move to allow fully road legal tyres of all types including enduro pattern
(but excluding MX rubber of course). The eight remaining enduro meetings
and one hare and hounds event will take place at the following.

Club
Normandy

lum h

June 20 Carshalton
July 18 Combine
September 12 ngston
October 17 Normandy
November 7 Leatherhead

PATSY QUICK IS
BRITRAIN'S FRSTEST LADY
ANTIQUE SHOP OWNER..

WHRAT WRS THE FIRST
ENDURO BIKE YOU OWNED?

A very clean 1996 Honda XR400,
which I bought and then had to
persuade my husband that it had
been ‘a real bargain’. The XR was
great, it never missed a beat, and
I never had any problems what-
soever with it.

WHRAT WRS YOU FIRST RACE?
The Optic 2000 (Rally Tunisia) in
1996 was my first race at the ripe
old age of 34. I had chosen this
event after sitting around the

Venue

Blackwood

Eridge Park

Iron Hill

Eridge Park

Tilgate Forest
Blackwood

Eridge Park, (H&H).
Yateley

Weavers Down

kitchen table discussing it with
friends and having one glass

of red wine too many. The XR
received a set of rally trim and
off I went. My first actual enduro
was the Breckland the following
year on a TM 125, the weather
was wet, the course was rutted
and full of whoops and I had
entered the clubman class because
I thought that sounded the slow-
est. TBM’s editor Si Melber even
had to explain to me what a time-
card was while sitting in the bar
the night before. '

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE
ENDURO?

I think my favourite is the
Natterjack. I've always really
enjoyed this event because of

the terrain, the notorious sandy
special and the REME lads always
do an excellent job. I've ridden
this event on various bikes but
last year doing it on the KTM 640
Adventure was the most sadistic.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE
HRRDEST ENDURO YOU

HAVE EVER RACED?

The French round of the European
Championship in 2002. They had
had plenty of rain prior to the
event, which made an already
tough course even worse. The

THE WELSH

This year’s Welsh Two-Day Enduro
is being sponsored by off-road
dealer ET James and will take place
on 24/25 June. This popular long
standing event sees sidecars running
alongside solos, with classes for
twin-shocks, over-40s, over-50s,
and ladies as well as the usual
sportsman, clubman and experts.
Restricted to 450 riders, a solo entry
for the 150-mile per lap enduro is -
£85 and needless to say all bikes
must be street legal. The regs are
available from Anne and Mike
I\l]\ ert on 01686 610093 or contact
ilvert.enta.net.

motocross test was just a sea of
mud that seemed to go on forever,
and I can remember thinking that
I would have given anything for
a trials bike as I threw my KTM
400 up another impossible climb.
However after houring out on the
first day I managed to win the
ladies class the following day.

WHAT RIDER HAS HAD

THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE

ON YOUR CRREER?

Ady Smith has always been a big
favourite of mine. Ady’s finesse
on a bike still leaves me in awe;
he has that amazing ability to
make everything look just so
easy and smooth. In the world

of Rallying, having had firsthand
experience of what it’s like I still
have complete admiration for
the late John Deacon who was so
focused on the Dakar. The results
he got definitely put him up there
with the Gods of rallying.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER

TO BE YOUR BEST EVER
PERFORMANCE?

The 2002 final of the Ladies
European Championship in
Hungary. Having torn my carti-
lage in the ISDE just a few weeks
before I was hobbling (not walk-
ing) the special tests when I met

The fourth annual BMW
International Motorrad
Biker Meeting takes place
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen
in Germany on 2-4 July.
Last year’s event attracted
28,000 visitors making it the
second biggest biking event
in Europe. You don’t need

a Beemer to join in the fun,
but there will be plenty of
chances to test ride new
BMW models, watch the
stunt display, the live bands
and of course enjoy the
stunning Alpine scenery.
There’s free camping or
alternatively thousands

of hotel beds available in
the nearby town. For more
info call 08000 131282, drop
into your local BMW dealer
or log onto bmw-motor-
rad.de/bikermeeting.

the girl who could also take the
title and she definitely smelled
blood. Thanks to the small but
very supportive band of Brit
riders and mechanics | somehow
managed to beat her on the very
last test by a few seconds. It was
enough to take the European
Ladies title.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
DISAPPOINTING RESULT?

The 2004 Dakar. I haven’t got the
words to say how completely and
totally gutted I was. I know that
for many competitors this year,

it finished the same way and it

is such a disappointment. The
problem with the Dakar is that

it takes up so much of your life,
raising sponsorship, funds and
training and then you can go out
on the first day.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
BIGGEST CRASH?

It was during the 2003 Dakar.

My ‘alternative descent’ of a huge
dune, resulted in me rupturing
my spleen. Now I have a perma-
nent reminder of my 2003 Dakar
in the form of a nine-inch scar.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST
TREASURED ENDURO
MEMORY?

Crossing the finishing line on

the Optic 2000 Rallye. At the
beginning of the last day I had
been lying on a stretcher with a
drip in my arm after a severe case
of food poisoning. It had taken a
lot of persuasion to let the organ-
isers allow me to start and to be
honest I really wasn't in a fit state
to ride, but that’s what rallying is
all about - you just have to get up
and go.

WHAT BIKE HAVE YOU
ENJOYED OWNING/RIDING

THE MOST?

The KTM 660 Rallye Bike. It’s just
an amazing piece of kit, it sounds
like a B42 bomber but anyone that
has a go on it comes back with a
serious grin on their face. I felt
really proud this year to be part
of the KTM team and to be riding
a works replica bike. KTM are still
the only manufacturer to produce
a purpose-built Rally bike and
offer a full support package.

WHAT IS YOUR

PREFERRED TERRAIN?

Believe it or not I really do enjoy
riding in the sand. Obviously

on the rallies this is taken to

the extreme but usually with the
sand comes the most amazing
surroundings and scenery.

Incidentally riding desert sand is
totally different to riding the wet
heavy seaside stuff that you get
at Weston etc. I like riding most
kinds of terrain but I'm definitely
not a lover of mud.

WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
NEED MORE OF?

In one word: land. With the sport
of off-road motorcycling growing
every year we need more land to
race on, more land to practice on
and more land so that we can
‘rest’ some of the ground that we
already use. Hopefully next year
I will be able to give more time
to help in land investment.

WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT
TO ACHIEVE IN OUR SPORT?
At the moment I still want to
achieve a finish in the Dakar

so I'm fairly focused on that.
Afterwards, who knows? I would
certainly like to give back to the
sport as much as possible and
when I'm too old to ride competi-
tively perhaps take on some sort
of role to promote the sport to the
wider public.

Tras wnr 2 ENBOAO




As per usual, things don’t go
quite as expected when Mark
Williams heads to the Home
Counties with a group of lads,
looking for an easy ride...

t had been maybe 25 years since I last rode any

trails in the Home Counties, and that was in

the rolling, if undemanding hills of Kent which,
considering I was riding a BSA 250, was just as
well. But that experience left me with abiding
images of gently undulating green lanes which,
when I accepted Dave Wyatt’s invitation to join
him and his mates on a route that took in parts of
Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex, suggested 1'd be
in for gentle jog. Which only goes to prove that
in matters of prediction, I'm Mr Incorrect from
the Planet Wrong.

Which was a bit of a shock in more ways than

12 TeM

three, for as well as having not thrown a leg over
a trailbike for six weeks, my twice-weekly regime
at the gym had gone by the board long before the
excesses of Xmas and my so-called holiday in
Australia - so fit, I decidedly wasn’t. And finally
I was going to be riding an unknown quantity,

a brand new TT250R collected from Yamaha a
couple of days earlier as the latest of TBM's long-
termers. Nowt to complain about there of course,
especially as its dual-purpose Dunlop D605
bootees would, I reckoned, seem well suited to
the substantial amount of road work I thought
we’d have to endure between the relatively few,
evenly surfaced tracks.

So after a night in quite the most unsettling
B&B I've ever encountered (Stepford Wives meets
a Bovis Showhome), on a chilly, but mercifully
dry Sunday morning I wasn’t too apprehensive
as [ unloaded the van at Dave’s house in Fleet.
Ten minutes later we were off to meet the other
guys at a filling station just outside Farnham,
so let me introduce you to the stars of the show.

The NMate’s Plumber

Hailing from Crowthorne, Adrian Lloyd is one of
those people that middle-class ladies-who-lunch
can never get hold of when they want one... No,
not a toy-boy but an expert plumber with, it turns
out, a bit of a mechanical bent and a sharp sense
of humour. He rides a well-sorted XT600E ‘but
I'm building a Ténéré using a KTM chassis.’
When I asked why exactly, he simply shrugged,
‘well somebody has to.” And indeed I suppose
they do. As he later explained, he had an old

1984 Ténéré that he was going to break for spares,
but then discovered that the motor slotted neatly
into a Katosh frame and just took it from there.

The Mobile NMan

Tall and, if he’ll forgive my impertinence, rather
bookish-looking, Peter Brown from Camberley

is a senior project manager for T-Mobile, which
gave me the opportunity to rather unfairly berate
him for my Nokia’s uselessness in my neck of
Wales. After ‘falling off my old KLR250 too many

T \ N2/ i
L =R Peter, Adrian, Pnu’_hnd Dave...
L

times’, Peter is now
the proud owner of

a three year-old KTM
400EXC, ‘which han-
dles properly and has
all the power I need.’
Having heard a few
horror stories about
KTM mechanical
failures (see January’s
‘Rounds), I asked if
Peter had encoun-
tered any problems
with the Katosh:
‘Only that I still keep
falling off,” he quipped with undue modesty, as
he actually proved to be a dead handy rider.

The Fitter-Upper
Paul Hamlyn is a Wokingham kitchen fitter, and
it took great reserves of self-restraint to not beg
him to come round and sort out the mess that the
local bodger recently bestowed on our catering
arrangements. But that aside he reckons to be
very happy with his DR-Z400E (with the quieter
CRD ‘zorst), which he’s owned for a couple of
years. Prior to that he rode an earlier version of
the TT250R I was about to thrust into the fray.
I was reassured to hear that he thought it was a
‘blinding bike’, especially as Paul is a little bit, er,
better built than I am, thus quelling a few doubts
I had about the wee Yam’s lack of heft. Like Peter
and Adie, Paul’s a member of Lodden Vale TRF
Group, whilst Dave’s hooked up with the
Southern Group. (And all of ‘em are active
members of the Thames Valley Advanced
Motorcyclists group, an offshoot of the IAM).
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The Programme Director
Writing software for IBM, Dave Wyatt is obvious-
ly a very clever bloke, but motorcycles are his
passion and as well as being yet another DR-Z
owner, he has a Gas Gas trials bike, an immacu-
late Honda Pan European and his nipper’s
mini-motocrosser in his garage. Like Paul, he’s
generally enamoured with the all-round compe-
tence and reliability of the Suzy, but somewhat
bizarrely, both he and Paul suffered the same
potentially disastrous split-link glitch when
they’d been out the previous week. The side
of Paul’s split-link had worn away against
the chain guide and none of the spares they’d
brought with them would fit. Which resulted in
‘Adie towing Paul back home from Basingstoke.
I checked mine and it was also seriously worn,
but just about held together til I got home.”

I trusted that nothing would spoil their fun this
week except, of course, my lack of skill and stam-
ina... And let me tell you it was a close run thing.

Traffic and Tyre Troubles

Our route for the day began just south-west

of Farnham where we took a BOAT, a/k/a
Greensand Way, which was a swift run through
woodland from Waverley Abbey down to Tilford.
Crossing the River Wey into Tilford I was beset
by a strange sense of déja vu, quickly explained
when the Barley Mow pub hove into view (where
I'd interviewed long-distance XT500 hero, Charlie
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The sun comes out over
Frensham Common...

Barton for TBM 86). Pity it was too early to

pop in for a pint but it was already obvious

that these boys weren’t inclined to hang around.
Fortunately at the pace they were riding the
TT-R behaved confidently enough on the puddle-
strewn, whoopy track, although I was glad I'd
taken the precaution of reducing tyre pressures
to around 12psi at both ends. This type of going
wasn’t too dissimilar to parts of Mid-Wales that
I'm used to, and it was just as muddy thanks to
recent heavy rains, but one difference that imme-
diately struck me, was how much other traffic
there was early that Sunday morning.

Dave had in fact warned me that we’d be shar-
ing the lanes with quite a few ramblers, horse
and mountain bike riders... and of course dogs,
lots of dogs. This area is, after all Greenbelt, and
with pressure on space at a premium here there’s
extra reason to ride responsibly and avoid aggra-
vating the NIMBYs, even if they’ve all arrived in
gleaming new Merc 4x4 shooting brakes.

This was especially true when we cut up
through the woods again and into the car park at
the north end of Frensham Common, awash as it
was with posh motors, green wellies and expen-
sively togged kids. It was also where Adie limped
in with a punctured front tube - the consequence
it transpired, of a stonking great thorn. Efforts
to remove it with his trusty Leatherman pliers
proved fruitless, so we had to lever off half the
bead and pull it out backwards. He backed up

Adie sorts out a little
rubber trouble...

a patch on the tube with foam sealant for extra
reassurance, and after indignant glares from
weekend walkers - plus admittedly a few con-
cerned solicitations - we were off into the dunes.

Well I exaggerate a tad (I am, after all, a jour-
nalist), but I've never really ridden in deep sand
before, and as far as I was concerned it might
as well’ve been the Sahara. The track across
Frensham had already been crossed by 4x4s -
of which we’d see many more - and I couldn’t
decide which was most unnerving: trying to stay
upright in the ruts or riding in the loose sand
in between. Certainly standing on the pegs and
giving it plenty of Body English was desirable,
but not always possible if you got it wrong and
found yourself forcibly seated. The rest of the
boys were obviously old hands at this lark and
may well've stifled smirks behind their helmets
at my floundering around. Although I reckon
subsequent complaints about the unsuitability
of my tyres was at least partially justified.

It was certainly a good excuse for a lot of dis-
comfort and ‘bar wrestling when we traversed
a loop of extreme muddiness a mile or two later,
courtesy of the appropriately named Highcomb
Bottom. A tricky series of gnarly climbs and
descents, some of which involved vast, unavoid-
able ruts full of sludge, also revealed that in
seriously sticky going, the TT-R is a tad too
high geared. When we paused for a breather at
the end of this, we met a couple of German lads,

both on DRs I think, who were just about to
descend into the goo wearing jeans and trainers!

Not that I had any reason to feel smug, for I
stalled the Yam trying to clamber a giant step on
Gibbet Hill, Paul and Adie quickly coming to my
rescue. [ wasn’t the only casualty here, mind: a
few hundreds yards further on, a submerged log
in a deep, muddy rut dislodged Adie’s chain in
just about the most impractical circumstances for
effecting its replacement, but somehow we man-
aged it. Well the rest of ‘em did, my journalistic
code of ethics requiring me to stand back and
take snaps whilst the others laboured.

After quite a lot more huffing and puffing
along the Greensand Way (a misnomer if ever
I saw one, but then I've never seen any green
sand), we found ourselves cutting through
Hazlemere, after which we stopped for a wel-
come choccy bar break near Blackdown Farm.
By this point all of us had got stuck or come
a cropper at least once, so I didn't feel in too
much dudgeon, and at one point Peter, who
been obliged to try and overtake a bogged-down
Paul had clipped a rut and fallen on top of him.
Unfortunately I wasn’t around with my camera
to capture that one.

The Hill From Hell

As it was, possibly the most technically difficult
bit of the outing was yet to come when we
reached Bexley Hill. This long, steep descent
basically consisted of a deep, narrow gully that
obliged all of us to cope as best we could with
the exposed roots, sudden steps and tricky twists
- all exacerbated by the horrendously slippery
clay surface. (Actually I cheated on the first 50
yards and detoured through the trees). Such con-
ditions again exposed the disadvantages of the
TT-R’s high gearing and it was a miracle that

I managed to avoid either stalling it or locking
the rear brake, either of which would’ve caused
a big ‘off’. Though not, perhaps as big as the

one suffered by one of the chaps we met from the
Godalming area just after we’d descended Bexley:
Steve (or was it Richard?) had managed to lose
his Serow in a bog which looked deceptively
firm... until you got into it. In a scene weirdly
reminiscent of Tony Reddock’s excursion into

a wickedly deep pond (see January’s ‘Rounds’),
Adie had to unfurl his magic strap whilst every-
one else slowly heaved the Serow from the bog’s
clutches. What would he have done had we not
come along? Starved to death, probably.

I was further awed when Dave explained to
me later that ‘when it’s not so wet, we usually
do this bit of the route in reverse, and climb up
Bexley Hill."
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