@\senthal”
handle... .

ithout a care!

=7

£=—=0
£25
& ull. BIKE & ENDURO MAGAZINE
,<,°,_

The lightest, strongest, most
resilient off-road handlebars
available: Renthal ® Fatbar®, .= |
Twinwall® & 78" handlebars

Less to worry about when you drop it. t

Renthal’s Fatbar and the rest of the range
are designed, developed and manufactured
to achieve the best combination of strength
and safety. Renthal’s use of advanced
manufacturing techniques and specially
developed materials, in all their
- products, makes Renthal
the leading brand on
the market today.
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...the new and improved 2004
FSE450 is here and ready to gc

Telephone: 0845 224 2001 www.gasgasuk.com
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The
Amazing
New CCM404

Now in

132 High Street,
Edenbridge,

Kent. TN8 5AY

Tel: 01732 863636
Fax: 01732 864444
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3 Sheddingdean Business Centre
Burgess Hill
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Tel: 01444 248848

Fax: 01444 248483
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Write. End Wrongs...

ff-roading is facing its biggest crisis yet.
D And unless we do something about it

NOW, then we're all culpable. The
Minister for Rural Affairs, Alun Michael, has
published his consultation document entitled:
The Use of Mechanically Propelled Vehicles on Rights
of Way. So if he is genuine in wishing to consult
all interested parties - then let’s give him some-
thing to digest.

This is your one opportunity to tell him and
his department exactly what you think about this
hare-brained scheme. No-one can do it for you.
We've tried to make things as easy as possible for
you: inside this issue (in the centre pages) you'll
find a pull-out document put together by Geoff
Wilson of the TRF (among others), highlighting
a number of reasons why the scheme the minister
is proposing, simply won't work.

But you've got to do your bit. Sit down, read
the suggestions and then pen a letter to EACH
of the people we suggest.

And don’t go thinking that it doesn’t apply
to you. Even if you aren’t a trail rider, you will
be affected. What the minister is proposing will
affect all our rights. Enduros and rallies will effec-
tively disappear as will many of the classic Long
Distance Trials. What’s more, hare & hounds and
regular trials will be seriously threatened because
of access rights. And once it comes into force,
then that’s it.

Si Melber
James Barnicoat
Mike Rapley,
Chris Evans, Paul Blezard,
Ray Archer, Mark Williams.

TBM PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

020 8840 4760/5066
Caleb Mason

020 7903 3993

Natalie Watson
01225 786815

Don’t believe me? This is just the thin end of
the wedge. Once an act of parliament is in place
then legislation-creep will ensure that our histori-
cal rights will be swept away for ever. And from
there, it’s but a short step to banning bikes from
the countryside completely - even on private
land!

So what can be done about it? Well firstly
you all need to send your letters. The more peo-
ple that respond to the consultation document,
the more the minister will realise what he’s up
against. Secondly, MCN has highlighted the prob-
lem amongst its readers (as part of its Back Off
Biking campaign) and we’ll be hoping to keep this
issue at the forefront of their fight for all bikers’
rights. Thirdly, this magazine intends to contact
ALL the other bike magazines (road and off-road)
as well as the 4x4 mags in order to get them to
sign a petition and present a united front to the
government. And finally... If the worst comes to
the worst and they still ignore us, then we intend
to lead a mass demonstration of bikes to parlia-
ment (or even a mass trailride-trespass in the
countryside) to highlight the injustices being
done to our minority community.

If we were an ethnic, race, or religious minor-
ity, I'm sure that we wouldn’t be facing the threat
we are now. Don'’t let them get away with it...

S| MELBER

020 7396 8000 Rowe The Printers

30517417.
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&> CADWALLER POWYS ENDURO
Entry forms for this year’s Powys
Enduro are now available. The
MWTRA run event will be held
on 6 June. Entry fees have been
pegged at £50 for solos for the
150-mile lap course, which will
including some public roads.
Classes are for sportsman, club-
man and sidecars and it’s a round
of the British Sidecar Enduro
Championship. The Start is at
Arn Farm near Newtown, contact
i Madeley on 01686 670596 for
the full SP.

€ FRENCH CONNECTION

French off-road club, Hors
Macadam, are kicking off the
2004 season with an organised
trail ride in northern France. The
200km route is navigated by road
book and open to both enduro
machines and 4x4s. Entry costs
just 65 euros for bikes (which
includes all meals) and with the
route running close to Calais it’s
just a short ferry ride away. The
date is set for 21 March and for
more information you can contact
the club on 00 33 321 35 23 44.

€ DOWN ON THE FARM

Llanerchindda Farm, the popular
Welsh trailriding accommodation,
have now developed their own
enduro course on the farm. Set
within 32 acres of land, the track
promises a mix of terrain from
steep climbs to peaty bogs, and
best of all is available free to any-
one staying at the farm. Due to
the famous Gap Road trail (over
the Brecon Beacons) being open
during March, Llanerchindda
will also be o ng guided tours

along the route. Places are appar-
ently filling up fast, so for more
information give owners Nick
and Irene a call on 01550 750274.

6 TBEM
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All the talk in the trials world at the
moment surrounds the future direc-
tion machines will go when four-
stroke power becomes compulsory
in the 2005 World Championship -
though there is a massive amount
of doubt about that actually hap-
pening.

However, of the five main manu-
facturers, only Scorpa have come
up with a production machine - the
125 air-cooled four-stroke that we
revealed back in the summer. It
has been available for a number
of months now and so far a small,

but significant number have already

found their way into the trials scene
- and also the trail bike world.
Production four strokes from
Sherco, Montesa (Honda), Beta and
Gas Gas are still some way off
(though all the factories have work-
ing prototypes), but it is perfectly

possible to buy brand new, a smart
and competitive four-stroke trials
bike that is engineered right here,
in the English Cotswolds.

Enter the Cotswold Majesty. A
200cc, air-cooled, five speed, twin-
shock trials bike that rides as well
as it looks and which is very com-
petitive in the class in which it
competes.

Cotswold Motorcycles boss Jon
Bliss, a trials rider of long-standing,
has made many specials in his time,
but this latest creation is undoubt-
edly one of his best. Bliss takes a
standard Chinese made Jialing
Easy Rider trail bike, and from
this donor model produces various
versions of his Cotswold trialer, the
top of the range being the Cotswold
Majesty.

Jon'’s original conversion, of
which a small number have been

sold, made use of a Bliss-
made frame to which the
necessary Jialing bits were
grafted. However, in
conjunction with Craig
Mawlem, who a year or so
back, purchased from Gas
Gas importer John Shirt
what remained of the
Majesty project from the
early Eighties, Bliss has
now achieved the seemingly
impossible, and grafted the
Jialing engine into a Mini-
Majesty frame. And after
much development work
with Nick Draper, son of the
legendary John Draper and
a former top Expert enduro
rider, the final result is the
delightful piece of kit pic-
tured here.

A mini-Majesty frame was
originally designed to accept
the Yamaha TY175 engine, but with
judicious alteration of the bottom
frame tubes, the Jialing engine fits
very neatly as does the air-box,
swinging arm, rear dampers,
exhaust and wheels which retain
the original drum brakes.

The Jialing engine is available in
either 125¢cc or 200cc form, both of
which feature a five speed gearbox.
It’s a relatively simple air-cooled
single overhead camshaft motor,
with two valves, driven by a hy-vo
camchain, whilst the oil is carried
in the crankcase and lubricates the
entire engine. Bliss removes the
electric start and fits a heavier fly-
wheel weight to make it suitable
for trials.

Bliss reckons the engine, which
is a copy of a Honda, is actually
better made than the Japanese lump
as it utilises bigger bearings and
has bearings where the Honda
equivalent has plain surfaces.

Depending on the specification
of the bike when ordered, the origi-
nal Jialing forks can be used or, if
preferred, it is possible to specify
Paioli forks, as used on Draper’s
bike. Obviously, the Paioli forks
(as used by Sherco etc) are better
but they do increase the overall
price substantially. Normally the
Paiolis would be used with disc
brakes, but Bliss has fabricated a
neat bracket arrangement to use
the drum brakes (more in‘keeping
with the twin-shock scene). The
attractive appearance of the bike is
enhanced by the white mudguards
and super-smart Majesty tank and
seat unit.

Such projects are on-going
developments, but the current

Cotswold Majesty, as ridden by
Draper in last year’s ACU Classic
series which has a class catering for
twin-shock machines, is just about
as competitive as any bike can be.

The bonus of course is that they
are brand new, whereas the compe-
tition is usually twin-shock Fantics,
Bultacos, Yamaha Majestys or
Honda TLRs, all of which are
at least 15 years old. The Jialing
Cotswold is also a very different
style of bike, being a four-stroke in
a world where two-strokes tend to
rule. There's always a market for
odd-ball machines, and whilst this
bike may well be considered a
strange concoction, there’s no
doubt that it is ultra-competitive
and could easily win the ACU
Classic class - or be of interest
to riders who compete in Long
Distance Trials.

Draper will be riding the bike
again this season, and if you fancy
joining him on a similar machine,
then the cost varies depending
upon specification, but as specced
here, is around £4000. Jon Bliss at
Cotswold Motorcycles can supply
all the information you might
need and he can be contacted
on 01242 239055.

SNIPPETS

& ISLAND LIFE

The Isle of Man Southern M
are planning a two day enduro
over the weekend of 14/15
August, as a ‘mock’ British
Championship try-out.

If successful the event will run
with full British Championship
status in 2005. Currently their
website is under construction
(www.southernmcc.com) but
you could try emailing
ande.walton@manx.net. He'll
put you on a mailing list to
receive more details of the
regs when available.

€ CAMBRIAN SETBACK

As we went to press it looked
as though this year’s Cambrian
Rally was likely to be delayed
until October. Although there’s
still an outside chance that tl
rally would fill its traditional
Easter slot, the organisers were
still awaiting confirmation from
the army for permission to use
their land for the proposed route.
More news and contact info
when we get it...

€ RUN TO THE HILLS

The BigTrailbike.com club will
be organising a ride down to the
famous Stella Alpina Rally in the
Italian Alps this summer. The
rally itself is a non-competitive
event through some awe-inspir-
ing scenery and is open to all

bikes. But it’s the use of easy-

going open gravel tracks which
make it ideal big trailie terrain.
The BTBC are leaving the UK on
8 July, with the ral

place over the weekend of 10/11.
Click onto www.bigtrailbike.com
for more information.

€ XC CHAMP

Nineteen year old Team
Huskysport rider Daryl Bolter
added the Overall ACU Cross
Country title to the Expert class
win in last year’s British Enduro
Championship. Bolter’s Cros
Country title was all the more
impressive since few, if any of
the tracks in the series gave
him an advantage on his 125
Husqvarna.
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Order Your Armor
0800.587.0857 or w

yetter than any cure

—Grant Langston
Donjoy Team Ride

Dougie Lampkin took another step
to regaining the World Indoor Trials
Championship with a fantastic dis-
play of controlled aggression to win
round three of the 2004 series at
Sheffield Arena at the beginning

of January.

With both Lampkin and last year’s
champion Adam Raga having taken
a first and second apiece from the
opening two rounds in Italy and
Hong Kong, Lampkin was deter-
mined to avenge last year’s defeat
at Sheffield. 2003 was the only time
he has been beaten in the nine years
it’s been running.

Watched by a capacity crowd,
Dougie put in a dynamic
performance which gave him
his second win of the series, o
and an important two point e
lead in the new scoring
system, which emulates that
of F1 motor racing.

After all seven contenders
had ridden the nine sections,
leapt the high jump and taken
part in the dual-lane race
Lampkin, Adam Raga,
Takahisa Fujinami and
Graham Jarvis remained to go
through to the final. All sections
were ridden in reverse direction
and proved more difficult than
in the heats. As the fourth rider
to qualify, Jarvis was the first
rider through the sections and
he had a tough time, finishing
with only one clean and five

MIKE RAPLEY

STORY £ PICS:

SHEFFIELD STEEL

failures in his final total.

Fujinami fared little better and
suffered a horrendous crash when
his handlebars broke as he landed
from a huge jump-off.

The Japanese rider was left
holding the right hand twistgrip
with the factory Montesa whizzing
in circles at his feet, before he
limped away to receive first aid
for an injured ankle.

This left the fight for victory
between Raga and Lampkin. Having
watched the first three riders all lose
points as they tackled the opening
section, a massive three-step launch
onto a huge pile of wood, Lampkin
made a mind-blowing single launch
up all three steps to claim the only
feet-up attempt on the section. This
gave him not just a one point advan-
tage but crucially, a huge boost to his
morale which intimidated his rivals.

But it was on the third and fifth
sections that Lampkin sealed his vic-
tory, with two stunning rides which
cost him just one mark compared to
Raga’s ten. Lampkin was alone in get-
ting his machine over the final step
and edge on the sleeper section, and
Raga blew his chances when he fived
the rock section early on.

Lampkin might have thrown it all
away when he crashed heavily off the

‘Cusworth’ box section, not quite
making it to the top of a
massive, angled step.
M But Dougie’s made

of sterner stuff, and
he shook himself down
and started all over again.

Easily cleaning the last two sec-
tions, Dougie then thrashed Raga
in the final race. And a victorious
punch into the air as he leapt from
his Montesa signalled to the 10,000
spectators that Lampkin was again
the boss of Sheffield.

RESULTS (FINAL)

1 Dougie Lampkin
(Montesa) 17 marks
2 Adam Ra

(Gas Gas) 23 marks
3 Takahisa Fujinami
(Montesa) 34 marks
4 Graham Jarvis
(Sherco) 36 marks
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8/7/13/14/20/21/28 Fast-Trak CCM trail ride

FEBRUARY

Hell's Gate Extreme Enduro, Barga, ltaly
Ady Smith 2-day Enduro school Stevenage, Herts
Fast-Trak CCM trail Ride Mid-Wales

Sudbury Club Eastern Centre enduro  Foxbourgh
Fast-Trak CCM dual-sport holidays ~ Spain

Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Elan Valley, Wales
Ady Smith 2-day Enduro school Rugeley, Staffs
Surrey Police MCC Enduro Bagshot, Surrey

Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Normandy, France
Ady Smith KTM try-out Stevenage, Herts

South Reading Ciub S/Mid Centre enduro Ashdown Fm
Breckland Enduro, Rd1 BEC Brandon, Norfolk

Ady Smith 2-day Enduro school Stevenage, Herts

Elan Valley, Wales

Ady Smith KTM try-out East Grinstead, Sussex
Woodbridge Club Eastern Centre Enduro  Butley

Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Llangollen, N Wales
Big Trailbike Club, Tour of Wales Whitchurch
Sudbury Eastern Centre enduro, Sudbury

Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Morvan, France
South Reading Club S/Mid Centre enduro Ashdown Fm

Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Normandy, France
Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Lake District

Ady Smith KTM try-out Rugeley

Big Trail Bike Club Highland Tour Scotland

Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Liangollen, N Wales
Fast-Track CCM trail ride Peak District

Bury Club Eastern Centre enduro Hawkeden
Woodbridge Club Eastern Centre enduro  Butley

Big Trailbike Club Riviron Memorial Run  Ribble Valley

Big Trail Bike Club, Pyrenean Passes France

Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Elan Valley, Wales
Powys Enduro Newtown, Wales
Sudbury Club Eastern Centre enduro, Chappel

Ady Smith KTM try-out East Grindstead
KTM Festival Mattighoffen, Austria
Mid Bucks Club S/Mid Centre enduro Whaddon

Big Trail Bike Club Peaks Passes Peak District
Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Scotland

Ady Smith KTM try-out Rugeley

Welsh 2-day Enduro Liandrindod Wells, Wales

Lowestoft Club Eastern Centre Enduro Swannington

Ady Smith KTM try-out Rugeley

Ady Smith KTM try-out Cwmderw, Mid-Wales
Big Trail Bike Club, Stella Alpina Rallyeltalian/Swiss Alps
Hafren Rally Hafren

Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Elan valley, Wales

1 South Reading Club S/Mid Centre enduro Ashdown Fm
1/2/3/4/5 Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Peak District

4 Bury Club Eastern Centre enduro Hawkeden

8/9 Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Elan Valley, Wales
8 Beacons enduro WTRA

11/25 Ady Smith KTM try-out Rugeley

18/20 Ady Smith KTM try-out Cwmderw

zslzs Dawn 2 Dusk Enduro Wales

Woodbridge Club Eastern Centre enduro  Butley

Big Trail Bike Club, Coast 2 Coast,  Northemn England
BI!IIII Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Morvan, France
12 Sudbury Club Eastern centre enduro  Bulmer
1517 Ady Smith KTM try-out East Grinstead
18 Lowestoft Club Eastern Centre enduro Tunstall
26 South Reading Club S/Mid Centre enduro Ashdown Fm
27-0CT 5 Fast-Trak CCM dual-sport holidays  Eifel, Germany
910 Big Trail Bike Club, Wales Weekend, Wales
2/3/4/5/8 Fast-Trak trail ride Lake District
3 Halstead Club Eastern Centre enduro  Wakes Colne
910 Army MCA Natterjack enduro Hampshire
10 Lowestoft Club Eastern Centre enduro Tunstall
1315 Ady Smith KTM try-out East Grinstead
1318 ISDE Kielce, Poland
23124 Fast-Trak trail ride Elan Valley, Wales

Stowmarket Club Eastern Centre enduro  Suffolk

3/4/5 Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Morvan, France

7 Diss Club John Banks enduro Thetford Forest
13/14/27/28 Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Elan Valley, Wales
171818 Sport Adventure long distance trailriding Normandy, France
1718)21 Ady Smith KTM try-out East Grinstead
27/28 Ady Smith 2-day enduro school Rugeley, Staffs
451818 Fast-Trak CCM trail ride Liangollen

mnnz Ady Smith 2 day enduro school Rugeley, Staffs

Please note these dates and venues are only provisional and liable to change.
For conformation please contact the organisers before making a trip.

FAST-TRAK RIDE-0UTS
CONTACTS AND HOLIDAYS: 01743 460460

ADY SMITH KTM TRY-OUT AND ENDURD KTM ADVENTURE TOURS:
SCHOOL: offroadschools@tiscali.co.uk WWW.ktmadventuretours.co.uk
BIG TRAIL BIKE CLUB: www.bigtrail- or call 01752 840831
bike.com or call 0114 2489 442 POWYS ENDURD: 01686 870596
BRECKLAND BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP SPORT ADVENTURE FRANCE:
ENDURD: www.dissmce.co.uk 07300 826719
CLEWS YAMAHA: 01254 700120 chris.evans@sport-adventure.com
ESSEX OFF-ROAD TRY OUT DAYS: YAMAHA OFF-ROAD EXPERIENCE.
01440 707585 01686 413324

€> GERAINT JONES ENDURO SCHOOL 14/15 FEB 04

The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
(REME) motorcycle team in association with Geraint
Jones are running two one-day Enduro Schools 14 &
15 Feb at Slab Common, Bordon, Hants. Entry appli-
cations can be obtained from Steve Eggleton 01264
381444 or by visting the Team REME web site
www.team-reme.co.uk.

& FUND-URD
In order to raise much needed funds for the 2004
ISDE team, the new ACU ISDE sub-committee has
arranged for a club and centre team competition
to be incorporated into this year’s British Enduro
Championship. The classes will be for clubman,
expert and ‘best centre’ teams, with each team
charged £20 alongside the usual rider entry fee.
The series kicks-off with the Breckland on 6/7
March and organisers Diss MCC have offered to
transfer any entries from teams that have already

entered, if they would rather ride to support the
ISDE fundraiser. Full details are available from
Mary Kerr at the ACU on 01788 566400.

€> SAND IN YA' BOOTS

Fancy some early summer sun? Well the Optic 2000
Rallye Tunisie will be kicking off during the first
week in April with the prologue on 4 April befor
boarding the boat for Tunis and the first of the North
African stages. This year’s rallye is round one of the
FIA World Cup so expect some seriously quick four
wheelers to contend with, on top of the usual tough
long sandy specials. Bike classes are ‘Open’ (unlimit-
ed capacity) and a new 450cc middleweight category
that should prove popular with the vertically chal-
lenged amongst us. Enter quickly as the 4650 euro
entry fee is only held until the end of February after
which the full cost of over 6000 euros is charged.
Assistance packages and compulsory atellite
phones are available from the organisers of this popu-
lar televised rallye that’s ideal for first time rallyist.
Check out www. npo. fr or contact our own unu,nmm
Chris Evans on 01797 )14 or drop him a line on
chris.evans@sport-adventure.com. Go on... Just do it.
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The 450 class is the most hotly contested one in the enduro

market. So a newcomer to the fold has got to be good. Will

Sherco’s new 4.5i Enduro cut it in the world of the mid-sized
thumper. We took a trip to France to find out...

S mooth and strong: the glass of grappa
which Sherco’s WEC team rider, Italian
Stefano Passeri had just poured me, was
going down a treat. No throat searing heat, just a
mellow experience with lots of pleasurable after-
taste. It was barely lunchtime but our test session
in the hills surrounding the French city of Nimes,
had just finished for the day. Forty minutes each
is all that Sherco would allow the assembled
triumvirate of journos aboard their new 450

=2 TEM

thumper. Because this bike, as they were all

too keen to point out, was still a pre-production
machine. Best make the most of it then. Pour
me another, will you Stefano...

Rumour Mill

The persistent rumours that Spanish trials bike
manufacturer Sherco were building an enduro

bike had been doing the rounds of the off-road
scene for the past two years. But such was the

secrecy surrounding the new machine that it
wasn’t until the Milan show last August, that
we were finally able to bring you the low-down
on the new bike. Since then the bike has made its
UK debut at Dirt Rider Expo at the tail-end of
November, and many of you will doubtless have
taken the opportunity to ogle the bike first-hand.
Like us, you probably noticed a certain... er,
let’s call it a ‘resemblance’ between the Sherco’s
engine and the one which powers the 450 KTM.
Coincidence? Perhaps, but then again if you were
designing a new bike from scratch, think how
much easier it would be if you could ‘borrow” an
engine from an existing machine and then build
yours slightly different. Certainly that’s what Gas
Gas figured when they launched their 400 four-

AMES BRRNICOAT; PICS: JORAN CARLES ORENGOD/SHERCO

The 4.5i certainly
has a lightweight
look to it. Just
check out that
frame...

stroke a few years back powered by what

looked remarkably like a Suzuki DR-Z engine.
Intriguingly the Sherco’s swinging-arm looks like
it’s been lifted straight off the WR-F (albeit with
a brushed aluminium finish), but when you talk
to the guys at Sherco about it, they simply shrug
their shoulders and reply that they ‘took ideas
from all the best enduro bikes currently avail-
able.” Fair enough.

Similarities notwithstanding, the Sherco is
an all-new machine from the ground up - albeit
one which is built from a collection of parts.
There isn’t a single item on the Sherco which the
factory manufacture themselves. Everything is
out-sourced, and then assembled at their factory
in Nimes (the Barcelona plant builds the trials
machines). Sherco claims that this makes produc-
tion far more flexible, but when you think about
it, it’s also the quickest and probably most cost-
effective way of building a new bike these days.
Parts such as wheels come ready to roll with
the tyres already fitted, though the engines
are assembled from their constituent parts.

At the business end of the bike sits a pair of
brace-less Reikon bars - de rigueur for a modern
euro enduro. Attached to the bars is some very
neat looking switchgear, the style of which I've
not seen before. And then there’s a thumb-switch
for the digital clocks, which may;, in the future,
be joined by a switch to alter the ignition curve.
But for now it’s all simple, good quality stuff and
well laid out, though a set of handguards would
be nice.

Moving back, the flattish seat comes with a
gripper cover and a large Dzus fastener at the

™M 13




rear. Removing the seat reveals a deep airbox,
with the battery sat nice and low underneath

a large, quick-release TwinAir filter - with most
of the electrical gubbins mounted onto the sub-
frame. Whilst some people prefer a side-access
airbox, this system does look to be quicker than
fiddling around with the miniscule fasteners
which other manufacturers employ.

Straddling the main frame is an 8.5 litre tank,
its compact design helping the Sherco attain the
necessary slimline feel. We’d have preferred it if
the tank was transparent rather than black (far
more practical), but these days fewer and fewer
companies seem to be adopting this design.

The frame itself looks to be well finished.
Gunmetal grey, our test bike had only light scuffs
above its pegs, bearing witness to the fact that
despite some development work and a week’s
testing by off-road journos, the paint is reluctant
to wear off easily. However, the translucent plas-
tics which actually looked quite nice on the show
bike, appeared slightly second-hand on the well-
used machine. Particularly susceptible to white
crease marks, the transparent finish may well
not make it onto the production machines.

Lower down, the swingarm is beautiful - the
brushed ally finish is a very neat touch. If only
the same could be said for the black coating on
the clutch and ignition covers, which was already

- peeling at the edges.
14 TBM

Riding It
As we changed into our riding kit in the warmth
of the Sherco race transporter the mechanic
warmed up the bike outside. There was a familiar
rasp to the exhaust, the muted burble of a mod-
ern enduro thumper. Not too loud, but with an
aggressive bark as he blipped the throttle. The
bike’s single header-pipe feeds into a Sherco-
badged aluminium silencer, supplied by the
Italian company Giannelli/ Arrow. It's a well-
finished system, and whilst obviously not as
lightweight as the titanium parts some manufac-
turers are now using, it looks to be pretty robust.
Once fully warmed up the Sherco was handed
over to me and I snicked the lever into first, and
headed for the hills. The rusty-red soil of the low-
land test-track gave way to the rocky terrain of
the hills and the tyre lit up as it made the transi-
tion between the two surfaces. Ahead of me, the
track consisted of a number of small rocky ridges
just a few inches high. Hitting these at 40mph
was a fantastic test of stability. For sure, this was
potential tankslapper territory, and on a KTM I
would’ve been seriously concerned. But the 4.5i
remained supremely stable, tracking cleanly over
the undulations without any sign of headshake.
As Sherco owner, Andreu Codina later told us,
the bike’s geometry is nothing like that of the
Austrian 450 and is actually nearer that of the
CRF Honda - stable but quick turning.

Top left: Remove the
seat fo access the
airbox. Filter is QD
whilst the electrics are
all firmly mounted....
Above: High quality
chunky looking switch-
gear is new to us. The
thumbswitch operates
the digital speedo...
Left: AJP supply the
stoppers, a twin-pot
caliper matched to

a 270mm disc...
Right: Motor is similar
to the 450 KTM's in
looks alone...
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The styling is modern and

functional but just that
little bit “different’...







