handle...

ithout a care!

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS, Lincoln tel®
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.I. SPORT, Surrey tel: 01372 378

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374

The lightest, strongest, most
resilient off-road handlebars
available: Renthal ® Fatbar®,
Twinwall® & 78" handlebars

Renthal’s Fatbar and the rest of the range
_. are designed, developed and manufactured
AW to achieve the best combination of strength
and safety. Renthal’s use of advanced
manufacturing techniques and specially
developed materials, in all their
- products, makes Renthal
the leading brand on
the market today.

Less to worry about when you drop it.
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Justice For All...

ather like an over-ripe Norfolk turnip,
R the newly discovered leader of Iraq was
7 turfed out of the ground and
unceremoniously served up on an American din-
ner plate for general consumption - just in time
for Christmas. He now faces a pretty uncertain
future. Unlike the turnip however, he is fortunate

in that he didn’t emerge into the harsh realities of

New Labour’s Britain in 2004. A country where
the government seeks to overturn centuries-long
traditions like, for instance, trial by Jury.

This is one of the problems with a government
which measures its success by the warped yard-
stick of ‘reform’. Casting my mind back many
years to school history lessons, I seem to remem-
ber that virtually all unsuccessful governments
used the cloak of reform to help justify their con-
tinued hold on priveleged positions of power;
when in fact the job of government is actually
just to get on and damn well govern.

The problem with constantly seeking reform
(and believe me this is a Labour watch-word)
is that it assumes that the existing status quo is
fundamentally flawed. Now I grant you there are
big problems with the Health Service, Education,
Crime and Transport, but did anyone elect this
government so that they could have a pop at trail
riders? I ask you, aren’t there more important
issues worth tackling in 21st century Britain?

Apparently not according to the Minister for
Rural Affairs, Alun Michael, who has decided
to issue a consultation paper entitled The Use of
Mechanically Propelled Vehicles on Rights of Way -
which doesn’t so much consult, as state his one-
sided opinion that he’s against such use. This
Minister, who let’s face it, will end up becoming
nothing more than a footnote in New Labour’s
obituary, states: ‘I do not think that it makes sense

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mike Rapley, London W13 SWP

Chris Evans, Paul Blezard,
Ray Archer, Mark Williams.

Caleb Mason
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that historic evidence of use by horse drawn vehicles or
dedication for vehicular use at a time before the internal
combustion engine existed can give rise to rights to use
modern mechanically propelled vehicles.”

Would those be the same modern mechanically
propelled vehicles that his Labour colleague John
Prescott was hoping to see tear up large tracts
of unspoilt green belt for Labour’s unsustainable
and frankly ludicrous housing policy? Or is he
referring to the modern mechanically propelled
vehicles which have recently bulldozed their way
through parts of Warwickshire and the Midlands
so as to build New Labour’s first socialist-
(un)friendly toll motorway. No of course he’s
referring to the modern mechanically propelled
vehicles needed by his colleague Alistair Darling
to turn yet more of our green and pleasant into
new runways that nobody wants or really needs.

So let’s see if I understand him correctly?
According to our Minister for Rural affairs, the
ordinary people who wandered our highways and
byways centuries ago (unlike Ministers who today
use chauffer-driven cars for transport - thanks
entirely to a rights of way network which allows
them to do so), would not have had cause to use
a mechanically propelled vehicle on their travels
(had such a vehicle existed back then).

Has he taken leave of his senses, or is the
Minister really so ignorant of history as to believe
that ordinary people (let’s face it, the term Working
Class is so Old Labour), had no desire to better
themselves, or improve their lot?

Whatever his motives, it’s clear that his grasp
of history is about as tenuous as the former Iraqi
leader’s grasp on reality.

Perhaps before the Americans seal up the for-
mer dictator’s hole in the ground we can suggest a
use for it as a landfill site for pointless and poorly
researched ministerial consultation papers.

As for turnips, well at least they have a use in
life. I wonder if Alun Michael can claim the same?
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Mark Wiiliams begins a new series of Doing

The Rounds with a spin around his home turf...

24 LETTERS

Just the place for a little spleen venting...

30 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans discovers a new found freedom...

32 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams opines: ‘it’s a Dirty Business...

36 BEACH WALES: BMW v KTM

TBM hooked up with two Dakar Rallye teams to find

JRANURRY

out what it’s like to ride a rally bike in deep sand...
44 TOUR DE FORCE

Blez entered the Moto Tour de France which takes
riders across La Belle France on road and track...
57 TBM BIKE BUYERS GUIDE 2004
Every single trail and enduro bike we've ever tested
or heard of is in the guide - new and secondhand.
Bigger and better for 2004, it’s our most comprehen-
sive guide yet...

84 TRICK BITS

Christmas may be over but the new products just
keep on coming...

98 FROM THE ARCHIVES

Mark Williams details the story behind the highly
successful Cheney Triumphs...

104 TOP TENS

Mike Rapley chooses his Top Ten Trials riders...

T



ILBIKE & ENDURO NEWS

NEW THREAT TO

TRAIL RIDING

The Government has signalled
the biggest ever threat to the
future of trail riding with the
issue of a consultation paper
entitled the Use Of Mechanically
Propelled vehicles On Rights

Of Way. The consultation paper
which has been prepared under
the direction of Alun Michael the
Minister for Rural Affairs, seeks
to limit trail riders’ legitimate
access to the countryside with

a series of one-sided proposals
aimed at toadying up to large
landowners and middle-class
Labour NIMBYs. Amongst the
many proposals - including the
suggestion that RuPPs be down-
graded to Restricted Byway sta-

tus (ie without vehicular rights),
neatly removing nearly two-
thirds of all the RoW network
available to trail riders - is the
suggested abolition of the use
of historic evidence for claiming
rights of way.

‘Our policy aim is to ensure
that any historic evidence or use
dating from a time when it could
not have been envisaged that the
way would be used by the sort
of mechanically propelled vehi-
cles we have today, should only
enable that way to be recorded
as a right of way for vehicles
that are not mechanically pro-
pelled.’

In other words because man’s

ancestors weren't able to predict
the future, that should prejudice
future generations’ rights of
access to the countryside. Mad.
Absolutely mad! But then again
perhaps we should expect no
less from an urban government
whose grasp of rural affairs is
tenuous at the best of times -
witness their continued mishan-
dling of the fox hunting bill.
Fortunately there’s an oppor-
tunity for us all to write in and
voice our opinions on this subject
matter. Responses must arrive
by 19 March and be addressed
to William Propert-Lewis,
Countryside (recreation & land-
scape) Division 5, DEFRA, Zone
1/01, 2 The Square, Temple
Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EB. Fax 0117
3728587 or email rights.ofway
@defra.gsi.gov.uk. Copies of this
consultation paper can be found
on www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-
countryside/cl/index.htm.
Please do something about
this NOW. Write and express
your dissatisfaction at the possi-
ble introduction of an unjust law
which could never be effectively
policed. Don't ignore this threat...

ORANGE
HOLIDAYS

Orange fans book your annual
hols for 10-13 June. South
London KTM dealers Bracken
Motorcycles are offering to
transport your bike down to
Mattighoffen in Austria (the
home of KTM) - the venue for
KTM Festival - the

this year’s
factory’s annual celebration
of all things orange.

The Bracken deal includes a
round-trip for your bike to
the event, entry into either
the enduro, MX or supermo-
to race and camping fees,
all for a very reasonable
£350. Bracken can also
advise on flights and as

we went to press it was
possible to get a return
flight from Stansted to
Austria for as little as £40

if you book now. The num-
ber of places are limited so
don’t delay - Bracken are on
0207 232 1814, get cracking.

TM LAUNCH 450E FES

Italian dirt bike manufacturer TM has
launched a 450 electric-start enduro bike
for 2004. The bike which features Ohlins
suspension front and rear, kick and elec-
tric-start and some styling updates from
the old 400 version will be available
from springtime at
a cost of £5991...

CCM IN SPAIN

CCM dealer Fast-Trak have leapt
into bed with CCM to run the offi-
cial factory ride outs. This year’s
(bike supplied) events cover trail
riding in Wales Scotland, England
and for the committed adventure-
seeker, Spain and Eifel Mountains
in Germany. Bikes are the fantastic
new CCM404s but bigger riders
can opt for the 644 big bore trailie
if required. Accommodation,
packed lunches and insurance

is included but you will have to
make your own way there and
pay for evening meals. Prices vary
from £175 for a day’s trailing with-
out accommodation up to £950 for
the full-on five day Spanish trip.
CCM's ride outs have always been
popular with non-dirt riding bik-
ers and the Fast-Trak connection
adds a whole new slant. The Dual-
sport German and Spanish trips
really are what they say on the tin.

Punters will get the chance to
spend time with the knobblies on
before swapping for some sticky
17" supermoto rubber for the

RALLY LIBYA

Morocco and Tunisia no longer
a challenge? Well the latest des-
tination for budding rallyists is
Libya. The inaugural eight day
Rally Libya kicks off in Le Mans
(France) during October, and
heads across the Med to the
unspoilt dunes and pistes of
The Socialists Peoples Libyan

Arab Jamaria (aka Libya).
Organised by French company
FMO, the Rally Libya has beer
commissioned by the Gaddafi
Foundation to showcase the first
ever international rally held with-
in Libya’s considerable borders.
The Dakar has historical links
with Libya but now the clubman

best of both worlds. Check out
www.livingyourdreams.co.uk or
try calling 01743 443300 for the
full run down.

rally fan has a chance to race the
same stages without the expense
of the Big One. Libya’s huge
desert features everything from
high rocky plateaux, fast pistes
to the more usual romantic mllc
after mile of rolling dune:

prices or umtnmcd details

we went to press, so contact
Francois Migault on 0033 243 722
596 or fmoir@wanadoo.fr alter-
natively info@rallylibya.com.
Oh and don’t forget to take
your US dollars with you...




Order Your Armor
0800.587.0857 or w

~-Grant Langston
Donjoy Team Rider

TWIN SPARKS

The best selling BMW F650GS
trailie has just seen its first major
revision since 1999. The latest
650 models feature a new
improved dual spark plug
cylinder head together with an
updated engine management

SNIPPETS

© TRICK SPARKS!

Top French dirtbike specialist CRD
has just launched a trick new pro-
grammable CDI unit for most KTM,
Husqvarna and Japanese dirtbikes,
including the new range of hot 250
thumpers. The Vortex X10 Dual
Curve CDI unit can be switched
from either a low rpm torque curve,
to a top-end power curve. This sys-
tem is claimed to give the best of
both worlds and allows the rider to
switch from one curve to the other
via a bar mounted flick switch.
Race Spec are the CRD importers
and the X10 CDI retails at £399.95
including vat. Contact 01531 631700

system. This should offer smoother
throttle response over a wider rev
range, improved fuel economy but
perhaps more importantly it allows
the single cylinder GS to pass the
ever-tightening Euro-2 emission
standards. A new up-rated catalysed

or sales@racespec.co.uk for further
details.

© HERE'S JOHNNY

Despite hitting a rock early on that
destroyed his front wheel, Johnny
Campbell (Honda XR650R) took his
seventh straight win in a row at the
tough Baja 1000. In the company of
Steve Hengeveld, off-road legend
Campbell took overall victory by
covering the 808 mile course in a
staggering 15 hours and 39 minutes,
an average of over 51mph including
pit stops and rider changes and half
of it in the dark! Campbell’s sev-
enth Baja 1000 win is excellent

exhaust system has also been
developed to keep the boys in
Brussels happy. However the most
obvious changes for ‘04 are tweaks
to the GS’s styling which includes
an improved quickly detachable
screen that offers better rider pro-
tection and a redesigned ‘beak’
that echoes that of the bigger GS
twin. Overall the single cylinder
F650GS and F650 Dakar models
have been improved to be even
more rider friendly with a host

of small but important tweaks to
the bikes ergos. New colours have
also been launched, including sil-
ver, yellow and deep black, which
can be combined with either a
black or orange seat on the stan-
dard F560 model. And the Dakar
version sports a new blue
metallic/matt white aluminium
two-tone paint job for that
all-important ‘works’ Dakar-racer
look. Prices for the new F650
range are yet to be announced

but the 2004 bikes should be
available mid-January with the
new eagerly awaited R1200GS

to follow shortly after...

preparation for his entry into the
forthcoming Dakar Rallye.

© MID-WALES TRF

One of the biggest and most ‘at-
risk” areas of prime trail riding ter-
ritory is finally getting its own TRF
group. After a preliminary meeting
in December the Mid-Wales TRF
Group representing riders in Powys
and Ceredigion - is holding its inau-
gural meeting on 28 January at the
Crown Inn, Rhayader starting at
7.30pm. The meeting will outline
the group’s aims and elect officers.
All existing and potential TRF
members in the area are invited to
turn up to meet fellow riders and
help stem the tide of malign legisla-
tion aimed at our local byways.




elieve it or not, two decades ago I spent
several months researching and writing
a 50,000 word dissertation into the prob-
lem of Planning and Motorcycle Land Use. I w
inspired to write it by meeting wheelie king Dave
Taylor, visiting his trail park near Dartford and
hearing about the problems he was having over
a proposal for a second trail park at Tottenham
Marsh in East London. I ended up ing and
writing about more than 30 different facilities ar
proposed sites all over the country and flogging
copies of my dissertation to over a hundred local
authorities and other organisations.
I spent a large part of the next decade lo
at off-road motorcycle sites of all kinds, providing
advice to would-be developers, clubs and volun-
tary groups and writing two guides to setting
up trail parks. I gave expert advice for planni
applications and at planning enquiries into off-
1 TEBM

Britain’s first ever ‘all-weather’ indoor trail and
enduro park is now open down in south Devon.
Paul Blezard went along to try it out for size...

road riding areas. Some were gratifyingly suc-
cessful, others were heart-breakingly and unrea-
sonably refused. Anyway, suffice it to say that

I saw a lot of sites and heard every conceivable
argument both for and against dirt bike facilities
of all kinds. But in all that time, I never once
saw a proposal for anything like the new KTM
Adventure Tours facility at Wheeldon Farm in
Devon. And I certainly never saw anything like
it in operation. :

It's an indoor trail park! An off-road practice
track disguised as a barn. A bloody big barn, with
enough space for a circuit over 400 metres long
and with adjoining rooms full of bikes, work-
shop facilities and suitable riding gear to equip
a novice from head to toe. But Wheeldon Farm
is much more than that. It's also a stunningly

> set of stone buildings, based around

a beautiful central courtyard with enough space

ATHDAE ARl 3 8Nd SDid ‘Z3T8 Nbd (MA0LS

to accommodate more than 20 visitors in refur-
bished and thoroughly modernised cottages and
feed and water them in a spacious kitchen/din-
ing area and a bar. Oh yes, and it’s still a working
farm set in 260 acres of Devon countryside with a
green lane running right through the middle of it
and space for several outdoor riding circuits to be
set up in the near future. In short, it's dirt biking
Nirvana in the rolling hills of Devon, roughly half
way between Exeter and Plymouth.

As I know better than most, it takes a rather
special set of people and circumstances to create
a facility like this. It's owned by the Savery fami-
ly. Brothers Andrew and James Savery grew up
nearby and moved to Wheeldon Farm with their
parents over 20 years ago and ran the place as a
mixed arable and dairy farm until the of the
Nineties, by wh time there was very little
money in milk production. They decided to

A trick of the light? Blez manages
to look fast, when in fact he’s
virtually standing still..!

sell off their milk quota, cut back on the farming
and, like so many others in Devon and Cornwall,
diversify into the holiday cottage business. That
was great for the summer, but not much of an
earner in the winter. Well it just so happened that
the Savery brothers were both keen on dirt bi
and James had actually been a pretty handy
motocrosser in his youth. They also happened to
be acquainted with Jeff Philp who's been running
trail rides in the area with his Adventure Tours
company since 1997, when he first set up in
partnership with the late great John Deacon
(“You Should’ve Seen Him").

Jeff was interested in using Wheeldon Farm as
a base for his trail rides and the Savery brothers
were happy to oblige - Adventure Tours have
been using it since September and as A
told me, “You can go out for a day’s trail riding
and never use the same lane twice, there are so

TEBM




Plenty of spares and
consumables for the
fleet of KTMs..

Above right: From the
outside you'd never
know the barn housed
an enduro track...

many in the area’. And then the idea of the
indoor riding area came about, and it’s added
a whole new dimension to the facility.

Anyone who's ever been trail riding with a
group of strangers, especially if some of them
are novices, will know that a gung-ho, boasting,
beefy road bike rider can be reduced to a bruised
and battered, bleating, big girl’s blouse in a mat-
ter of minutes on a muddy lane, while those with
a bit more experience get bored and cold twid-
dling their thumbs waiting for them to catch back
up. The facilities at Wheeldon Farm enable the
Adventure Tours operators both to assess the
abilities (and fitness!) of their customers and to
give them a bit of basic training to improve their
skills, before they even set out on the lanes. Their
weekend ‘rallye-raid’ events now start at noon
on Friday, giving their customers several hours to
get used to the bikes, the equipment and the new
techniques required before the trail riding proper
starts the following morning.

The new indoor arena offers a lot more than
pre-trail training for novices though. With the
=2 TeM

right tuition you could easily spend a whole
weekend dramatically improving your riding
without ever having to set foot outdoors. And

of course it doesn’t matter if it’s dark and raining,

or even snowing, outside.

The Track

I suppose the simplest way to describe the circuit
itself is as a sort of indoor motocross/enduro
track, but with none of the scary jumps of a
supercross circuit. There are a couple of sets of
whoops though, which will always test riders of
any ability and (for the launch at any rate), one
double jump. The lovely loamy surface is made
up from topsoil from a nearby field, but with
virtually no grass or stones. It was damp enough
to be virtually dust-free without being slippery,
although I managed to lose the front a couple of
times and fall off in a heap, as you do! The track
winds back and forth inside the L -shaped barn
with great berms in every corner and a small
jump of some description every few yards to
keep you on your toes. I was glad that the
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EARNMING

Bikes and riding
gear are stored
£ in a beautiful

stone barn...

double jump was there to separate the useless
riders from the merely mediocre like myself, but
although it was easy so long as you had the confi-
dence to just open the throttle and “go for it’, it
would have been intimidating for a beginner.

In fact one journo took a dive over the double in
the first five minutes and took no further part in
the proceedings. Andrew Savery assured me that
they’d turn it into a table-top before they set any
paying punters loose on the track.

We were split into four teams, with one good
rider in each, for an hour’s endurance competi-
tion. Actually it was supposed to be 90 minutes
long, but after only ten minutes of practice, sever-
al of my illustrious colleagues were begging for
a reduction to an hour. Ten minutes was about
as much as most of us could manage before our
muscles and sinews were screaming for a rest.

I made good use of the downtime to admire
and learn from the lines and riding styles of
Stephen Sword and Ady Smith who were along
to promote the opening of the arena.

Ady was self-deprecating about his skills but
1T TBM

the way he hoiked the front of the KTM 250
thumper up over the whoops was truly impres-
sive. Ady reckoned he needed seven or eight
laps just to get warmed up, while most people
were well past their peak after three or four!
Supercross rider Stephen Sword set the fastest
time in only 35 seconds, going at twice the speed
of the slower riders. The KTM 250s made near
ideal machines for the course, although the lack
of steering lock made itself felt when we were
turning round in the confined space of the pits.
They can be lowered by an inch or two for those
of a shorter persuasion.

The endurance competition also provided a
good demonstration of the electronic timing facil-
ities (rather like the ones you find at an indoor
karting track). Triggered by transponders on the
bikes, the scoreboard showed lap count, fastest
lap, last lap time and so forth. There’s a good
chance that the arena will also soon be equipped
with video equipment, which I think would be
an excellent educational tool. There’s nothing
like seeing yourself on tape to realise how much
worse you look than you fondly imagine...

At the end of an exhausting but exhilarating
morning I'd dramatically improved my racing
lines, been off the bike twice and just about got
the hang of the combination of the double jump
and the berm which followed. And I could easily
have spent the whole afternoon just trying to
learn to ride the whoops.

Wheeldon Farm may not be Joe Public’s idea
of how farmers should be diversifying, but as
Andrew Savery told me, it's actually a lot
‘greener’ than you might imagine:

‘The new facility enables us to look after the
land. We're very proud of it and we want to
keep it looking good. Because we’ve gone away
from intensive farming it's enabled us to look
at conservation programmes, which is what the
authorities want. So we’re diversifying and look-
ing after the countryside at the same time. We
still have over 100 head of cattle and 100 head of
sheep and then we rotate a variety of crops on the
rest. We grow corn, wheat or barley and it’s all
fed back to the animals in a self-contained cycle’.

As I went back to my room to get changed the
noise of the well-silenced bikes was drowned
out by the shower and they were inaudible long
before I got to the boundary of the farm. I can’t
wait to go back to try out the outdoor circuits
when they’re ready in the spring.

If only every county in the UK had a facility
like this!

For details of all KTM Adventure Tours
events, and prices, call 01752 840831 or try
www.ktmadventuretours.co.uk

Keep dry... that's all there is to it!
Moose Wet Weather gear is at the
forefront of waterproof/breathable
fabric technology. It's sole design
core is about keeping the weather
on the outside whilst removing
sweat moisture from the inside.

XCR Enduro Jacket (£145)

Highly breathable fabric developed
exclusively for Moose, featuring 11
vents for maximum ventalation
control, very cool, very dry.

Expedition Jacket/Jeans (£139.50/£99)
Waterproof, seam sealed and
breathable, the ultimate for dual

sport riding.

Monarch Pass Jacket/Jeans (£259/£175)
Made from eVENT, this kit actively
encourages your moisture through
the fabric keeping you dry from inside
and out. It is quite simply the best
quality gear we've ever seen.

To find out more about Moose Wet
weather gear, Race kit and Hard parts,
visit www.dirtbikestore.com.

Serious kit, for the serious rider.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER or call direct/buy online
ENQUIRIES 01278 424979 FREEORDERLINE 08000 718718
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