The Staff of Dirt Bile
Over the years, the playbikes that
‘we've ridden have all fallen into their
own litte class. Consider the Suzuki
DS line, or the Yamaha MXers. They
were built to offer the begi
motorcyclist something less expensive
than a fullblown race bike, with
average power, and an overall pack-
s that could st for yars.
was all right, but all
of the bikes sulfered from the same
ey e ke riding in the
nsion was way off, and the
T e o
along smooth fireroads, or very mild
trails
Scmétodslbas f‘nally don= some-
thing _about jaybike,
though, thanks to U'S. i W
the introduction of their 58
Suzuki brought foo foo bikes out of
the doghouse and back onto the right
trail. Let us tell you straightforward,
this machine is a “serious playbik
Just by looking at i, you can (el that
it's worlds apart from the DX or MX,
with it’s sleck styling, and lots of
aitention to detail. It esembles both a

a hybnd of old PE and RM technol-
and parts, with some new design
alded infor beter pesformance. The
rame was derived from last year's
RMI00 and 125, with bracketry
changes to hold the 175cc motor. e

the eylinder taken off the PEI7SN,
th an exhaust port modification.
Suspension-wise, the RS has the
swingarm of the RMIOON, but the
shocksarebrand new, desgned seci
fically for the RS. Ti
MiS3sN: sporing the long s
ers. The RS’s ignition is also from the
RM125, as is the chain guide system.
However, the airbox is almost an

exact repiica of the PE175's.
department, the
the R

panels, the right side taken from the

ind the left 2 descendant of
the PE[75. So, as you can see, a ot of
techaology has been borrowed from
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the RMs and PEs, e
o the S, alon with some new
el
Now, you're probably wondering,
““What about the odometer, and the
big gas tank; weren’t they taken from
an old PE?” The answer is no. The
RS has no odometer, and the tank is
soing to be & major complaint to
those who wish to take it on long
el e f llon RMtsnk s oves
gaion smaller than the PE tanks,
er, we've been getting some
oot bk 5 Sl s e R ek
slip on to the RS, if not exactly,
then close enough to require very
minor changes.
really want to make
enduro-ready, an accessory manufac-
turer_odometer will put you right
thére on your starting minute. Con-
sidering the fact that the RS is priced
$180 less than a new PE, yow'll be
sbl to make the changes withou
exceeding the PE price tag, and
i
competitive enduro motoreycle, if the
competition mood strikes you in the
right way later on downstream.
Wait a i We just sad that
the RS can be a good enduro mount.
‘And s soid 3 & playbike. Why?

Because with all Suzuki put into this
motorcycle, it is competitive. It's not

ordinary foo 00 thrasher. Out
on the rall the handiing of the RS
makes it a pleas iough

G e
the PE’s, the shorter overall height
lets the RS turn cas

shorter wheelbase, it can wind
through rocks nnd tres caser, oo

PE’s yet. The RS is harsher over the
bumps, and lacks the plushness of the
PE front and rear.

‘The powerplant of the RS 175 is s
strong poiat, It docsn’t cxplods, and
has some good low-end to
clutch doesn’t have to be mppcd 3
get up a snotty hill, and the top-end
of the RS s fast enough for mos
riding conditior

A beginner can_handle the RS
powerband, so it doesn’t leave the
ranks of the playbike in that respect,
but if you wish to build it up, you
might slap on some gearing to equal
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just the way it was. Other bikes made
FREE..Team Suzuki Rider Profile | | i ic5 Fder Tes “cramped,’ and
Gt the insida scoop on your favorite rider, phus 1980 race schedule. Wirit: | uncomfortable. Everything was mo
oo 0 B e i 1 S icoion, B s s
right height, and
the proper Iev:l/ veda] Dmllmnms
Nothing hung out too far, or tuc
i to where i Gouldn't be reached.
The bars wer: good, not too wide,
and the levers were casy to operate
.

‘ou canstill touch the ground with
both feet while straddling the RS, but
it didn’t feel like you were riding just
inches over rocks, waiting for one to
rip your foot off of the peg and smash
afew toes at random,

Bottom L
There are a few things wrong with
the Suzuki RS, though. The new
shocks Suzuki put on are harsh, but
still the best of any playbike's. It
would be nice to see some RM KYB

factory pats. We've ot them al”
in stock readly to shp t0 you.No
minimum purchases. We offer the
fowest prices and the fastest
s that could take a while, since they
TO ORDER CALL 312/438-6300 WE sHIP UPS & COD haven’

VISA OR MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED

R L LB A T Rl | lonser legs and siiders, with more

overlap of the tubes. That means
they're stronger than the PEL7S's,
but the ends hang down below the
axle lower on the RS than on the PE.
With their first effort, Suzuki has
built the king of the playbikes.
RSI781i o0 wersile e it bz
used to learn on, then t
vith latr, B e
the el
riced right at $1199, and

cechn
Do e Tora oo
: A serious play bike.
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