APRIL 2-15, 1976
VOLUME9, NUMBER 11

Wiy

]
.

S
= <M

>
<
=
=
N
I~
-
—
©°
=
=2
<
o
-
c
=
m
o
Z
c
=
w
m
=
—
—




5

e

CDworoncveLs news

APRIL 2-15,1976 — 5

A look at the Jamiesoh Yamaha TZ700

By BRIAN COWAN

‘“HE’S MAD”: the thought keeps
skipping through your brain. “He’s got to
— it’s bad enough building a
road-going Yamaha TZ700, but this guy
goes a step further and claims it’s the
most together vehicle he’s ridden.
Something’s definitely wrong here.”

But then you open your eyes, closed
involuntarily at disbelief at what he’s
been saying, and Godfrey Jamieson is the
same as he was a minute ago, outgoing
and articulate, illustrating his point with
deft phrases and wry anecdotes.

The 29-year-old Perth motorcycle shop
owner looks sane, sounds eminently
logical. But behind him stands this
four-cylinder Yamaha, and it looks too
sane for words. Stock fairing, seat, tank,
paintwork. Were it parked in the pits of a
road-race meeting, a casual glance could
easily miss the small rectangular headlight
poking through the fairing, the blinkers
and tail-light, and the number plates.
Perhaps that’s what makes the whole

scene so unreal. Let’s face it, the idea of a
road-going TZ700 is as old as the model
itself. There were even at one stage
persistent rumours that the factory was
to produce a limited run so equipped. But
given that someone gets around to setting
up their own version, one would expect
heavy customising to be an integral part
of the job.

That’s where Godfrey Jamieson differs
from the average specials builder. His
over-riding concern is that a machine
should function: in the TZ700, he feels
Yamaha has built the ultimate functional
weapon. The model’s success on the
totally pragmatic testing ground of the
world’s road-race tracks bears out his
contention. His major source of pride in
the bike is just how stock it has remained.

Godfrey is no stranger to exotic
machinery. He has owned a 365 GTB-4
Ferrari and a 6.3-litre 300SEL Mergedes,

as well as that king of semi-racer
motorcycles, the 750SS Ducati.
It was during a period of
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disenchantment with the Italian bike’s
ignition that the idea of the Yamaha
special first cropped up, early last year.

“At the time the Western Australian
Yamaha distributor, Ken George Pty Ltd,
had a brand new TZ for sale. It had been
brought in to form the basis of a National
Land Speed Record attempt, but the
project had been shelved. I happened to
walk past the shop one day and thought,
“Wouldn’t it be nice to put that on the
road?”’

There followed a period of decision.
Bruce Hartley, Godfrey’s partner in
Hartley Motorcycles, was keen on the
idea, and eventually the Ducati was sold
and the Yamaha purchased. There was, as
yet, no firm proposal to register the
machine: Godfrey had left his options
open by intending to ‘perhaps do a little
road-racing’.

The first time he rode the bike was in
the parking lot at the rear of the Beaufort
Street shop, in full race trim.

“Then, a few weeks later, I took it out
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to Wanneroo Park for a practice day, still
undecided whether to race it or put it on
the road.

“And after a few laps I wasn’t sure
whether just getting rid of the thing
would be the answer! It handled evilly: I
was quite shattered thinking of the speeds
people like Warren Willing achieve, and
here I was all over the place gettin
burned off by every bike on the track!’

Western Australian Champion Peter
Senior was also at Wanneroo Park that
day. Godfrey gave him the bike to see
what he thought of it. A few laps later
Senior returned with the news that yes, it
did handle evilly — because there was no
oil in the forks!

A great peal of laughter comes from
Godfrey as he remembers the moment.

“With the fork situation put to rights,
you can imagine it was a slightly better
proposition to ride. In fact, I was rapt; I
was still getting hosed off by the guys on
the quicker kitted RD305s, but that was
no worry. The 700 felt magnificent.” J
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Transforming the monster started in
earnest. From the outset it was plain that
the whole project hinged around noise.
Could it be trimmed appreciably without
crippling the power?

The first attempts weren’t too
promising: the bike had been tested on
the dynamometer, producing about 67
kW, which is standard for a TZ700.
Accessory mufflers knocked a hole in the
output without materially reducing the
noise.

Enter the third of the trio who were
tied up with the project, Greg Marshman.
Greg, who produces performance pipes
under the brand of AG Motorcycle
Racing WA, designed a full set of
chambers for the Yamaha. They are
slimmer and neater than the slab-sided
and fracture-prone originals, though the
outer chamber on each side is still
flattened off in the interests of
maintaining ground clearance.

However, their most important feature
is further astern. Long sleeves start high
on the convergent cones and continue
well past the normal length of the stinger
tube. Behind the end of the stinger, an
internal cone routes the gases into an
annular space, and thence to a small
diameter final outlet. The system works
very effectively: the bike sounds little
louder than a big four stroke with a

muffled four-into-one exhaust, while
power losses, if any, are negligible.

Without Bruce Hartley and Greg
Marshman, claims Godfrey, the bike

would never have got under way: “Their
enthusiasm was remarkable; at no time
did they lose faith that we’d eventually
have it finished, though at times I wasn’t
so sure.”

Even in the early stages of
familiarisation around Wanneroo Park, it
was obvious what makes the TZ Yamaha
the exceptional race-winner it is: the
name of the game is power.

It was this power that had the bike
lifting the front wheel under acceleration,
though the machine’s overall balance was
such that Godfrey didn’t realise what was
happening. When friends commented on
his spectacular performance, he admits
the thought terrified him, retroactively.

With the key problem of sound
reduction out of the way, the focus
shifted to provision of lights, indicators
and other road paraphenalia.

Every bike which came into Hartley
Motorcycles was scrutinised = for its
possible contribution to the project.
Looks and ease of installation were
paramount. The Honda 750 proved to be
the model with the right accessories, and
from the four-stroke four came
indicators, horn, and the entire rear
mudguard/tail-light assembly.

The additions are quite unobtrusive,
apart from the incongruity of the huge
Honda tail-light sticking up behind the
curved seat section of the racer. The
rectangular headlight from the current
model Torana graces the front of the
fairing, while a side-stand from a Japanese

trail bike (Godfrey forgets which make
and model) fits very neatly on to the
frame and makes parking the machine a
reasonable proposition.

The electrical system is total loss, power
being provided by a Kawasaki 900
battery. This has to be charged up about
once every three weeks.

You can’t help being continually
amazed at the overall ‘stockness’ of the
Jamieson Yamaha. Apart from the
additions we’ve detailed very little else
has been changed. Godfrey is insistent
that the bike looks great the way it comes
and has kept the original paintwork, right
down to the circles on the side of the
fairing in which racing numbers are
usually placed.

Controls and braking systems have been
left stock. He was thinking of replacing
the rear suspeension, but took the advice
of Warren Willing, who pointed out that
the standard set-up is very good and only
in the arena of top-line racing can any
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advantage be gained from proprietry
shock absorbers and revised springing.

Even the tyres are the standard
road-racing rider’s fare of Dunlop KR84
front and KR83 rear.

Dane McCulloch, of Perth’s
Performance Tyres, gave Godfrey a lot of
assistance in the choice of tyres at the
start, when he decided to fit road tyres.
Michelin PZ2s were decided on, but he
later replaced them with the Dunlops
which seem better suited to the bike’s
handling characteristics.

Naturally enough, the Yamaha is a
fair-weather-only proposition: though the
Dunlops are treaded, they don’t offer
quite the wet-road capabilities of a road
tyre. The sheer power of the machine is
another factor which inhibits splashing
around in the rain. Any tyre has a hard
task hanging on when exposed to nearly
70 kW!

In the motor department, little has been
modified. Uniflow sock style air filters
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have been fitted to the carburettors, and
the units jetted down (from 300 to 280)
to compensate. The slides on the 34 mm
Mikunis have also been filed down in the
cutaway area, starting from the stock 2
and finishing up slightly over a 3.

Early in the bike’s career, the ignition
failed completely. Coming hard on his
experiences with the Ducati, the failure
determined Godfrey to make sure it
wouldn’t happen again. The result is the
most crushing display of ignition overkill
a motorcycle has ever had, a system
which throws a spark in the order of
40,000 Volts! Godfrey admits that the
display of surface discharge along the
outside of the high tension wires to the
plugs makes an impressive night-time
sight.

He has worked with electronics, but
didn’t know a great deal about ignitions
when the Yamaha system failed.
However, by dint of picking people’s
brains he was able to devise the
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Latest in the line of carrying
your gear on the bike is the
New Zealand designed
Hallmark Bike Pack.

$56-50
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COMPLETE — FREIGHT EXTRA S.A.E. for QUOTE
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PARK FREE

475 Pitt Street, SYDNEY
— PH. (02) 211-0085
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Hallmark’s extremely handy carry pack comes with special fittings (above) and
zaps onto most Japanese make machines.
The pack can be carried either side of the back bone. .. on the seat, as per the

photo, or on the rest bar if you're carrying a pillion passenger. One of the nattiest

and best little accessories to come along for a long time. .. in yellow or orange.
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heavy-duty circuits the bike now has. : : o Y o i N : Sl -y

The basic magneto-CDI layout has been % : A )
retained, but the charging coils have been
beefed up to the region of 300-400 Volts.
The current from these flows to
capacitors-of 2-3 times normal rating, and
they dump through super heavy duty
SCRs.

The result is first-bump starting with a
mild amount of choke and a closed
throttle and the ability to pull cleanly
from 2000 rpm without fouling the
Champion N3G plugs.

With the conversion part of the project
behind him, Godfrey wheeled the bike
off to the Motor Registry for checking.
Though the Yamaha’s unusual lines and
obviously single-purpose air caused some
comment, it fulfilled all the requirements
to be made road legal in Western
Australia. To make finally sure on the
noise question (though it was a lot less
obtrusive than many a roadster), the
exhaust headers were wrapped in asbestos
which trimmed the sound still further.

At this stage Godfrey answers the basic
query of “Why do the project anyway —
why not just take it to the race track and
ride it as fast as you like?””:

“It is,” he says, ‘“‘the most balanced,
purposeful, well-bred, together piece of
machinery I've ever been associated with.
It’s better than the Ferrari and the
Mercedes, while no road bike has
handling and brakes to touch it. It’s the
most gratifying bike I’ve ever ridden.

“Granted, sheer stick is the name of the
game. The acceleration never seems to
taper off. It pulls steadily from just over
2000 rpm, kicks hard at 6500, and then
really comes alight at 9500; from there, it
will run to 12,000-odd if you have a
mind.

“It’s something you have to get used to:
the bike won’t adapt, the rider has to
change his approach to suit the machine.
It took me months to get confidence, but
once I did I found I had the most
predictable and well-mannered bike in the
world. Riding it is not scary as long as
you maintain respect for the power.”

Godfrey’s four-wheeler transport is now
a van, into which he loads the Yamaha
and heads out to the open road. He does
admit that the bike’s virtues don’t
embrace being the ideal town machine.
The 700 Four is tractable, but not quite
up to the demands of a city rush hour,
and there’s always the potential of that
acceleration coming in at the wrong time.

So he rides on the open road, delighting
in the quick handling, the cat-footed
roadholding, and the incomparable rush
of power. And for several thousand
kilometres, the Yamaha'’s race-bred
toughness has yet to fail, while a
responsible approach has been rewarded
with not a single nasty moment. He rides
only stretches of road with which he is = : Mg i &
familiar, and even then checks hell is different — but mad? Not really: load-carrying ability and more gadgets safety and reliability, no extras needed.
beforehand for patches of oil or gravel he wanted the ultimate road bike, able to  than the strictly necessary all represented  So, he picked the El Supremo of the
hidden around bends. go as quickly as pos_sible as safely as unwelcome compromise. Only road racers  current pavement racing scene.

Is Godfrey Jamieson mad? He sure as possible. Concessions to style, are built to the criteria of quickness, It’s logical: It’s unusual, but it’s logical.
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