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The time was 8 am. Race Day on Mt. Fuji.

[t was 1955, a long time ago.

This was the day Yamaha went out to race
for the very first time. And the bike was the
very first bike they ever made, the famed 12 3cc
2-stroke, single cylinder job.

Sure, everyone laughed, but that day history
was made. When the \hl\l l\;l\] \(‘ltlt'\i across
Mt. Fuii. they had taken out the biggest race in
the land, the Mt. Fuji Hill Climb.

] }n'n T}IL'\' I\Ht x‘kul II)L‘H] ;l” over once

oain at the Asama Endurance Race.

All this floated through my mind as we
crossed the desert. Whatever magic they put
into that bike way back then, sure lived on in
every bolt and screw and thingummyjig that
powered my new X1 600Z.

[t was the famed “Ténéré! The bike that
tamed rlu- oruelling Paris to Dakar.

Could this just be the ultimate off-road
bike ever made for man?

[ sure think so.

Five hundred and ninety-five cc’s of SOHC,
4.stroke genius with a 4-valve head and the
mind-reading Duo Intake System that matches
throttle demands with full and accurate power
and push.

Electric Start, big, big capacity tank so you
never seem to stop and all saddle-bagged for
lower centre of gravity. With tough as nails
chassis and monocross suspension.

No wonder they ate dust that day in ’55.

NO wi ’H\lk‘l' T'l\'\' were cating mine I'IL{}\[

< VUMM TGO TR
ONE OF THE WORLDS GRERT LEADERS
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HAD been humming along a

little-used piece of bitumen
near Braidwood, New South
Wales, telling myself what a
great bike this new Yamaha
really was. Moving into the
right lane to cruise past a
slower semi-trailer | realised
when | reached the cabin that
the driver was turning right
into a side-road.

Bang!

Miraculously, | suffered only

bruising. The Ténéré's bul-

bous petrol tank had protected
my left leg, accepting a
square impression the size of
a box of chocolates from the
corner of the truck's bull-bar.
Bike and | had been thrown
onto the road and had rolled
past the front of the cabin, be-
fore the eyes of the horrified
driver, avoiding being crushed
by barely a metre.

Mine was the third, and last,
of the 10 Ténérés on Yama-
ha's release ride to go down.
Earlier, Geoff Eldridge of Aus-
tralasian Dirt Bike had come
down hard on an unbelievably
slick clay comer between
Tomerong and Braidwood.

This dirt stretch had been
included so the press could
see how well the Ténéré
coped off bitumen. It had
probably been a reasonably
demanding bit of high-speed
dirt in the dry. But several
days of heavy rain had térmed
it into 100 kilometres of dia-
bolical clay pan, the kind of
access-track surface that
sends winter rally organisers
sick with glee.

It was the sort of road on
which novices fall repeatedly
and experienced riders on big
road bikes make it through in
second or third gear and pre-
dominantly sideways.

Eldridge, himself a very ex-
perienced enduro rider, had
been trying to stay with the
ride leader, ISDE silver me-
dallist Allan Cunynghame,
who said later he'd spent the
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road's long straight sections
wired in fop at around 140
km/h.

“If you try and slow down,”
he said, “or tense up, you

fall.” He had looked behind
him on this particularly slip-
pery corner to see Eldridge
going down the road back-
wards.

Not far behind this pair
were Two Wheels tester An-
thony Seymour and free-
lancer Peter Barnwell. A bit
further back was Trail and
Track's Mal Jones. | followed
further back again, riding a
gear lower than
Cunynghame, averaging ¥
around 100 km/h
and still having plenty
of exciting
moments. .

in the conditions &%
| wasn't surprised Sy
to round a corner
and see, three
metres from
the road across /
a ditch, a /
near new
Ténéré
parked up-

Survived
The Clay
— And
Hit A

Semi...

DESERT

DUELLER
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amaha XT600 Ténéré

side down! Nearby, Jones
was walking around trying to
decide whether this collarbone
was in one piece. It wasn't.
He had been caught out on
the same corner as Eldridge,
had got into a monstrous
tank-slapper yet had managed
to keep the bike shiny-side-up
— until he hit the ditch.

Yamaha, with some fore-
sight, had brought a trailer
and spare bike on this, the
company's first weekend ride-
/press launch. The 10 journos
standing drooling over 10 new
Ténérés at Yamaha's Silver-
water headquarters on the
morning of the first day hoped
neither would be necessary.
For one thing, the bikes
looked too good to damage.

In the flesh, the 1986
Ténéré is a work of art. Its
most striking feature, as with
its predecessor, is its long
range fuel tank, Dbeautifully
crafted in aluminium. Colours
offered are deep blue, with
yellow number plates, fork
gaiters and striping, or the
very striking white with red
frame, seat, plates, gaiters,
mudguard extension and tank
highlights. The styling empha-
sises the fuel tank's drop
sides, which shroud the top of
the engine and extend down
to the level of the carburettor
float bowl.

Most of the fuel is carried in
these side pods, which in fact
fall so low a pump is needed
to supply the carb. It doesn't
have to lift the fuel very far
and is a simple vacuum type,
operated by pressure changes
in the inlet manifold.

Though the tank doesn't
look much smaller than the
gargantuan 32 litre item found
on the original Ténéré, its ca-
pacity is in fact just 23 litres,
but with consumption at

around 4.3 I/100 k m, range is
up to 500 kilometres. Occupy-
ing most of the space be-
tween the top of the tank and
the upper frame rails is the
airbox.

This has been increased in
capacity from four to six litres
and carefully muffled. The re-
sulting better airflow has al-
lowed Yamaha to increase the
secondary bore of its Yamaha
Duo Intake System (YDIS)
twin-throat carburettor from 27
to 28 mm. As well, the com-
pany has redesigned the four-

.valve head, reshaping the
ports for better flow and in-
creasing all valve diameters
one millimetre (intake valves
are now a whopping 37 mm,
exhaust 32 mm). Camshaft
profiles have been redesigned
to extend valve duration.

All this has resulted in a
claimed six percent power in-
crease over the first Ténéré.
Quoted maximum output is
now 33.8 kW at 6500 rpm,
with maximum torque 51 Nm
at 5500 rpm.

Moving the air filter to under
the tank has allowed the de-
signers to move the battery
and the dry-sump engine'’s oil
tank further forward and
closer to the centre of the
bike. Nestling behind the
cylinder, just above the gear-
box, is an electric starter.

Suspension travel is 255
mm at the front, the fork legs
41 mm in diameter and each
carrying an air-valve. At the
rear, the Ténéré employs
Yamaha's well known Mono-
cross system, the shock (ad-
justable for spring pre-load,

The XT600 Ténéré ... a capable
all-surface sports tourer, but at
almost $5000 you'll have to dig
deep to buy one.

and for damping via a knurled
washer near its lower mount-
ing point) fixed directly to the
frame at the top and to a ris-
ing rate linkage system at the
bottom that connects it to the
swingarm. Rear axle travel is
235 mm.

Braking is by single hydrau-
lic disc at the front, rod oper-
ated drum at the rear.

Finishing touches include a
broad extension on the front

mudguard, plastic lever
guards (that do a good job of
protecting the hands from

wind and rain), a rectangular
60 Watt quartz/halogen head-
light and a reasonable size
carry rack.

Wheelbase is 1400 mm . ..
on the long side. Claimed
weight is 155 kg dry, which
Yamaha says is a five percent
reduction on the previous
model, despite the addition of
electric start.

On paper, or when you're
standing gawking at it, the
Ténére is an impressive piece
of machinery. Get on it, and it
is still impressive. It is a big
bike. The front of the tank is
broad enough to act as a fair-
ing for the knees. Though |
have long legs for my 183 cm
height, | could only just stretch
to touch the ground flat-foot-
ed.

Using the electric start, the
motor fires up almost immedi-
ately the starter button is
pressed. The choke, newly lo-
cated to the left of the instru-
ment pod, can be returned to
the off position after a minute

or two of warm-up.

Suburban riding impres-
sions were of the compliance
of the suspension, the flexibil-
ity and smoothness of the 595
cm® motor and the suitability
of the gear ratios for street
work. Also noticeable was that
unlike many big singles, the
Ténéré was content to leave
its front wheel on the ground
when accelerating away from
traffic lights.

Moving onto the freeway
brought the knowledge that
the bike is geared for 100
km/h at a very smooth 4000
rem in top. At this speed the
big single is just loping along,
with a reasonable amount of
grunt waiting at the end of the
throttle. Really rapid passing
power is just a gearchange
away in fourth.

On the wet, winding coast
road to Wollongong | wasn't
tempted to push things. the
3.00 x 21 and 4.60 x 18-inch
Japanese dual purpose tyres
gave no heart attacks but nei-
ther did they feel particularly
secure. | felt a long way from
the ground, and when leaned
over had the distinct impres-
sion that if the tyres began to
slide on the wet surface the
bike would start to fall down in

a hurry.
Use of the front brake
caused the bike to steer

slightly to the right, the result
of flexing in the long front fork.

A few dry comers further
down the coast showed that
the Ténéré can be expected
to hold a line well. Those

riders who got to try the bike
on dry comers in the Snowy
Mountains the following day
confirmed that the bike steers
very well on the bitumen and
resists wallowing.

More open going between
Wollongong and Nowra of-
fered higher cruising speeds.
Above 120 km/h a fair amount
of vibration can be felt through
the tank and a little also
through the handlebars. It is
not particularly unpleasant,
but you know there's a big
piston thumping up and down
below you.

One of the reasons the
vibes aren’t too distracting at
higher cruising speeds is that
the motor doesn’t feel
stressed. At 140 km/h it is
right on its torque peak and
fairly booming along. Wind
pressure on the body is of
course fairly severe at this
speed, leading many riders to
suggest fitting a small handle-
bar fairing.

The bike's performance
above 140 km/h is controlled
by the surrounding conditions.
Heavier riders reported hold-
ing the throttle wide open in
undulating country with speed
fluctuating between 135 and
160 km/h, up hill and down
dale respectively. | managed
to see 170 km/h on the
speedo on a downhill stretch.
At that speed, the bike moves
around a little, probably due to
the combination of fork flex,
the knob tyres and wind buf-
fetting of the rider's arms

being transmitted through the

wide handlebars.

The Ténéré comes with
both speedo and tacho, instru-
ments which, though small,
are steady and easy to read.
The speedometer has a trip
meter as well as an odometer.
Three warning lights, for blink-
ers, neutral and high beam,
are set into the tachometer
face to the left of the dial.

The turn signal switch (non-
self cancelling) suffers from
too weak a detent spring and,
as well as being difficult to ac-
curately return to ‘off, was
sometimes knocked on over
rough dirt sections. The twin
mirrors, though small like the
instruments, remain free of
vibration at sub-120 km/h
cruising speeds, a further indi-
cation of the smoothness of
the motor.

| have my reservations
about the seat. | found myself
standing on the pegs for relief
after about an hour, but other
riders | spoke to had no com-
plaints. | may have been sit-
ting on the pillion grab-strap.
The footpegs might be more
comfortably positioned further
rearward, many riders, includ-
ing myself, seeking the pillion
pegs. One rider said the first
thing he would do if he owned
a Ténéré was change the
handlebars, but | didn't find
the stock bars too bad.

| never got the chance to
put the brakes to a real test
but most riders liked the rear
drum, which was certainly not
oversensitive. Performance of
the front disc also drew good
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response, though personally |
thought it a little spongy at the
lever and lacking in power for
the road. It worked as well in
the wet as in the dry.

While the long travel sus-
pension gave a ride on bitu-
men that equalled that of big
tourers, it wasn't until we got
onto the dirt that its qualities
could be truly appreciated.
Along with the rain, the road
had obviously had a fair
amount of traffic and was
heavily corrugated and pot-
holed. The first time | decided
a set of potholes was una-
voidable, and hit them, | was
simply amazed. | barely felt
them.

Not only does the suspen-
sion offer brilliant rider com-
fort, it also gives the Ténéré
impressive stability. The bike
can be ridden at speed over a
long series of corrugations
without getting out of shape.
Unless, of course, the rider
chickens out and backs off, in
which case the Ténéré will
start to shake its head.

My only complaint about the
suspension is directed at the
forks, which would occasion-
ally firm up suddenly and jar
the rider if asked to cope with
a series of heavy bumps.

On several occasions | got
well out of shape on the clay.
Each time the Ténéré sur-
prised me by righting itself al-
most before | had time to
react. Yamaha's weight re-dis-
tribution programme may well
have paid dividends here.

One thing | have always no-
ticed about this type of bike is
that they look very second
hand after a day in the mud.
The Ténéré is no exception
and | didn't envy the person to
whom the task fell of cleaning
the bikes. The front mudguard
extension did a fine job of
keeping mud off the rider
though.

The three bikes that were
thrown down the road suffered
surprisingly  little  damage.
Mine was, of course, the
worst, with a punctured tank
and bent footpeg and muffler

. and bent 'bars, blinkers,
scratches to the other side of
the tank . . . hmmm. Eldridge's
bike had a bent footpeg and
scratched and dented tank on
the right side, as well as
broken indicators. Jones had
succeeded in protecting* his
tank: his bike had landed up-
side down and damage was
confined to bent bars and
smashed instruments.

BMW's R80 G/S, when in-
troduced, was widely com-
pared to that favourite four-
wheeled  all-rounder, the
Range Rover. The Ténéré
usurps the ‘Range Rover of
Motorcycling’ title. By compari-
son, the BMW is a Rolls
Royce with knobbies.

Do not, however, be fooled
into thinking that here at last
is the bike that will thrash the
pants off the specialist road
sportsters on winding bitumen
and keep up with enduro ma-
chinery in the bush. Anyone
who buys a Ténéré with this
in mind risks disappointment.

Rather, the Ténéré should
(in my opinion) be looked at
as a bike purpose built to
carry its rider from A to point
B over any surface, economi-
cally and in comfort. Provided
he is prepared to learn the rid-
ing techniques best suited to
the bike, the Ténéré can also
be ridden very fast.

Special riding techniques?
Yes, because despite its care-
fully thought out weight distrib-
utin, the Ténéré remains a
very tall, top-heavy motorcy-
cle. It also has a longish
wheelbase, and all that sus-
pension travel on a relatively
heavy bike means that the
first response to panic braking
is a massive change in atti-
tude as the rear suspension
unloads and the forks dive
through two thirds of their
travel.

| asked Allan Cunynghame
how he'd managed to ride the

Big aluminium tank actually holds only 23 litres. And what's this hidden
away behind the cylinder? Not an electric starter, surely? (Photos by
Helmut Mueller, wounded Ténéré photo on page 45 by lan Baker).

bike so hard on the slippery
Tomerong to Braidwood clay.
“In the mud,” he said, “you
use the power to keep it
straight. If you need to slow
down a bit, use the back
brake while keeping the throt-
tle on. In the turns you slow
down before the corner, then
take the long way round,
keeping the bike as upright as
possible. You try and use the
bike's momentum to your ad-
vantage. In slippery comers |
try to keep the throttle on a
bit, just so the bike is not
slowing and not accelerating.”
Cunynghame added that
inexperienced riders generally
back off the throttle when they
feel the bike starting to tank-
slap. This, he said, merely en-
sures that they fall down; it
transfers weight to the front of
the bike, loading the front
wheel and suspension and
steepening the steering angle.
He felt the rear suspension
worked best with the shock on
its standard, second softest,
damping notch. Of the fork he
said the occasional harshness
over consecutive bumps was
due to overdamping and slight
underspringing preventing the
fork recovering from one
bump before it hit the next. He
recommended five-weight fork
oil (lighter than standard) and
10 psi air pressure in each
fork leg.
Reading between the lines
it is clear that most of Cun-
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technique is
aimed at keeping the Ténéré
as much on an even keel as
possible while avoiding sud-

gynghame's

den direction changes. He
says in this respect the
Ténéré is very like the bike he
rode to fourth place in the
1985 Wynn's Safari — though
he says the Ténéré steers
and handles better than his
Wynn's bike, which was
handicapped by a monstrous
47 litre petrol tank.

Finally, the little matter of
price. Yamaha Australia says
it will have to charge $4849,
plus on road costs, for a
Ténéré. That is a fair bit more
than the dual purpose 600s
from the other manufacturers
and Yamaha's decision to im-
port the bike is therefore a
courageous one, born of the
conviction that the Ténéré is
more than just a big-tanked
trailster.

My impression, which | am
only too aware is based on a
single day's ride in shocking
conditions, is that Yamaha is
right. The Ténéré seems to be
an all-surface sports tourer
that combines economy,
range, comfort, convenience
and all-round performance in
a way not done before.
Whether it is good value for
money depends on how badly
you want one. And on
whether you can see the pos-
sibilities offered by this sort of

bike. O
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