


NOT JUSTANOTHER YELLOW TANK

SUZUKI PE175X

Ahost of minor changes add up to

amajor improvement

he hot word on this year’s PEI75

was noword at all. From all of our
casual inquiries, we got the same an-
swer: The PEwould havea few new de-
tailsonit, but no major changesin the
engine or suspension. If there was any-
thing radically wrong with the 1980 PE,
this would have been upsetting news;
but, as a matter of fact, we liked last
year’s bike quite  bit. So, that’s great;
no major changes; no great excite-
ment. We would wait and then test it
later onin the year.

Okay, fine.

Soon, the time came o test the new
PE. Wereally paid very litle attention
to it because, after all, it was the same
bike, right?

Eventually, we took it out for its

Instead, thereis a pair of Six Days-type
bash bars welded to the lower frame
tubes. One of our test riders sidled up,
and we asked him for any comments
He said the pipe looked like a bathy-
sphere. Hmmm. He also said the silen-
cerlookedlikea bathysphere

Obviously, what we had before us
wasa testrider witha deep-sea explora-
tion feis

References to underwater sports a-
side, we gassed up and went for a
break-in ride. First off, we noticed the
bars were weird. They scemed to be
pulled back t00 far and didn't allow
the rider (o'it as forward as he should.
Personal gripe. Some people might
like the bars,

We can't think of anyone who'd ke

the edges of the seat can be felt push”

Onalongride this can become quite
uncomfortable. Also, for lo
riders, the seat is too short.
our. tlle testess suffered tailight
bruises on the butt after a trip through

pedal have folding tips. This

been telling you this for two years.
Suzuki must have a warehouse full of
those shift levers, and maybe once
they use them up, we'll get something

spent a little while tooling
around, getting the feel of things and
letting the motor loosen u de;
then came back,gassed up, and went
fora real i
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SUZUKI PE175X

DIRTBIKEIIULY 1981

Rather than. singaskidplatetis your.
the PE has Six Days.type
undersida of the cases coutdbe borter

noticing odd things. The power de-
livery felt good on the PE. Actually, it
felt good on last year's bike, but the
odd part was that this bike felt better.
A whole lot better; and that’s unusual
for an engine that’s supposed to be un-

power all the way up to redline.
immm. More torque and better top
end. What's the story here?
Later on, we made a phone call to
U.S. Suzuki and found out a number
ofinteresting things. Yes, there werea

slightly; what we wound up with was a



el Dol
s. Not too shabby for an

m. we found ou the
are a new type, reputed t
Vout B pereatsitroaged ns llvsuld
ones; and the spokes had been

1 onciize [t hever hurts to srengthe
enupthe wheels.

We also had the bash bars pointed

the middle of the skid plate. We feel
that if Suzuki wanted to go with bars
this year, they should have run one
more along the bottom, centered on
the engine. It would have made a fot
moresense.

Back to the riding. We had no major
complaints on the suspension of last
year's bike, and near as we can tell,
it's the same for 1981. The forks are
airadjustable and deliver 9.8 inches of
decent travel. There is nothing awe-in-
spiring about these forl
up nasty terrain without feeling harsh,
but then they're not what you would
call plush, either. Just good, average
forks; no bad habits, no surpriss.

The rear sh

right in (0 th
though a fewoF the testers complained
that they may be a bit st

utit's always better
1 ivesibgesion setup on the firm
side, rather than too:

On the days we e PE, there
was good traction and cool weather,
and the PE couldn’t have been happer.
The bike handled perfectly in both the
wet and dry stuff and was very easy to
thread through tight trails at moderate-
Iy high speeds. Because of the wide
powerband, the 175 is also easy to
wrestle around obstacles at a crawl;
like picking your way through rocky
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The only handling problem we had
came when we were braking hard into
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SIIZIIKI PE175X

loosen upsome.

Wheelbase on the PE, at 56.3 inches,
is short compared to a KDX, but right
about average compared 10 everyone
else. The only place the S6-inch wheel-
base becomes noticeable s when climb-
ing_hills.
climb up the nasties
front:wheel ift: not 5o with the PE
This bike likes (0 do wheelies, but does
so predictably, and not with a lurch
like an IT. Just pay attention to
when chugging up a hill and you'll

Bits and pieces

The shocks are laid down and
covered with spiffy side panels, but
they still stick out rather far at the top
mount. When you stand up on the PE,
the bulges hit right at the top of your
boot and force your legs apart, making
the pegs feel like they’re too close to-

gethier. This, the shape of the seat, and
the bend of the handichars nect -
provement before the PE can be truly
comfortable.

‘The air box is large, with a lot of
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breathing area, and has a large, round

who removes that cap and then rejets
the carb,

The silencer is huge and heavy and
also very quiet; it doesn't really re
semblea bathysphere atall

Upat the bars, there’s a set of stand-
ard hand levers. Nothing to shout
about, but this year they’re mounted
on split perches, making replacement
possible without pulling offthe grips.

high/low beam _headlight is
mounted in plastic up front, and it’s
onall the time. If you wanted to shut it
off, you can either break it or install a

switch.

‘That straight pull throttle assembly
hasa quick-change cable featureand is
ajoytoworkon

Suzuki supplies a small odometer on
the PE, with the drive located in the
brake backing plate. Even though
these odometers look small and flimsy,
theyare just about the best you can get.
We use them on nearly every one of

top Japanese enduro bikes with no
modifications,

The extruded aluminum swingarm
is very strong and light, but ours had
some lousy-looking welds in it. There
is a grease fitting in the pivot area for
lubing the needle bearings.

‘Wetold youaboutthe quick-change
rear wheel last year, but we'll go overit
one more time: pull the axle out, re-
move the right side spacer, and the

sprocket assembly remain firmly at-
tached to the left side of the swingarm.
Nicesystem.
The bottomJine
What can we say? We had a few
snivels about the PE, b

5

rsepower or (op
speed stability of the Kawasaki KDX,
but it does have all you need to get ‘..¢
job_ done—with uspension
maintenance hassles of Big Green.

Simpliciy, that’s the word. If you
want abike you canride and not worry
about, it 1ooks like the PE is the one
foryou. O
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