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THE SUZUKI PEs

Got A 37-Inch Inseam?

Boy Have We Got a Bike For You!

ost enduro bikes have rools

lakes one
of their berm blasters, shortens the
< the ex-

on a headiight

ods Weap-

d like a quick and
dirty way of building an enduro, but
most of the time it works. If the de-
signers make the right changes dur-
ing the conversion, the result can be
a really remarkable enduro bike.

rlous open-class end

is the unlikely assortment of pieces
they chose for the engi

If you expected to see a slightly
re-workad RMA400 engine lurking un-
der the PE's diminutive 2.8-gallon
gas tank, you're i urpris

big-bore RM/PE 250. oke s
the sar 7 d the cases
are essentially the same too. Cram-
i c worth of power into a

comparison, the larger displacement

the short-stroke engine.

bike's power is fed through the 250's
clutch;

whera the similarty ends. The
transmission has burlier gears.
different ratios to_ better complement
power. Both the clutch and
the gearbox proved durable during
the test

ki had a couple of reasons for
employing this mix-and-match motor
it provided primary.

Kickstarting (a feature not present on
the current RM400). Incorporating
that in the design would require an
expensive and extensive rework of
the RM400 lower end. But the main
t

ceeding certain noise limits Suzuki
d set. Testing showed that thy

longer-stroke 417cc motocross en-

gine required more restrictive mu-

fling 1o keep the noise below the
allowable amount. The

mg muffing. So Suzuki went where

S e

e same in every respect
The only disparity is the additional

nine pounds of engine weight that

Suzuki in the hunt among the other
open-classers too. alr/spring
leading-axle fork strokes 9.

only the Can-A
Marzocchi _unit
more. The PE’

die is 37.25 inches above ground lev-
el, which can make the bike feel very
awkward during slow going. Only th
KDX400 sits higher

Simply slip out
‘e spacer and then you can lift the
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uhes! away without ooling with re
r brake.

fakes the

spacer on the right side of

core enduro compeitor

The PEs have non-floating rear
brakes and long brake cables that
cross over to the left-side backing

bikes. The 400's rear binder would
offen chatter just before locking up,
but with practice we learned how 1o

more weight and complexity to_the
PE's sprocket/brake assemby. We'd
just as s00n put up with a ittle chat-

the extra money

he same brake, yet it functioned
L

Those tight trails also made
another one of the bike's quirks
painfully obvious. The 37-inch-plus
18 MOTORCYCLIST/AUGUST 1980

Extornally the 400 is Just sbout a deadringer for the 250. The chassis Is the same.

The brake works well dry, but fades In-
stantly in water. The brake cable sirelch
quickly, requiring frequent adjustmer

seat height is simply 100 high for
most riders. Dabbing your foot to
stay on course is chancy since you
somatimes can't reach the ground to
get solid fooling. You do get some.
help at low speeds in the. form of
light, responsive handiing.

lo PE's motor works nicely 100. It
has enough clean-pulling low-en
power and flywheel to keep the
10-18 Duniop churning even at
near special-test speeds. As the revs
ower bulds controllably

s IR
he job done of th road

Tngse gix lugs on e baclalde of e
e oo
Power and. braking ae ed 1

At the faster speeds the engine

nsion settings the
fork bottoms more noticezbly than
the but 2 changs in he fork
ol mm :nuld even things ou

PE is a comfortable machine
T A



9 op
it Is nearly the cf

ieam has_already pr at
the bike can win with the right rider
aboard. The PE is a good buy for
your enduro dollar. M




THE SUZUKI PEs

SUZUKI
PE250T

The Factory Finally Got Serious . . .
And It Paid Off.

oo Emirccucton sone o (RO 5 K e R
year e grown

to ad- and you'll find the 250T runs almost
Tite, and respect the Suzuki  parailel with the atest RALT. it has
PE250's stoadiast rerabilly and gen- ihe AM's FIM namberpanels, the

fender:

aly plasaing Unfortu-  longer-and-wider RM-style

“serious'" competitors  the same basic aluminum swingarr
il mm ina thas nover qute I and the ¥er's fullwicth font
Up o their expectations as a hard- The PE-T also incorporates th
o 5c45Hmadali Nl amesioe U\ latest fra ngin
suspension if you will, the lack of casa designs which place the engine
certain enduro “delicacies,” or the closer to the swingarm pi ro-

noise the chain creates s it scrapes

minum chain guide either: it adds to
the racket and is susceptible to
shedding its many pieces i the nuts
bolts aren't secured with Loc-
Tite beforehand. whole affair
oms sloppy and makes these PEs
3540 ke tney s sell-destructing
Considering all the trick new

gadgetry, the RM-T has come a lon

the PE-T does offer a side beneit in
this skyscraping trend: it has
RM's taller bolt-on pegs and a two-

ally funneled foward their smaller,
more compeitive 175,

This year's 250T marks a substantl-
al change in philosophy for Suzuki

cally a

along with the latest enduro trickery
perfected in the battiefield by thelr

factory enduro teay serl-
ous did Suzuki get you ask? Well, the
new quick-change rear wheel assem-
bly (detailed in the ) s

two-fingered chimp could remove it
hen again there's
the new straight-pul throttle —an ex-

Fortunately though, the

hasn't lost any of its familiar trail-

going predictability. The new front




Straightpull throtte is a nifty design but
ol il sl “ware sl skaptcat

Surabity. Handsri is
iy voanis e

placement is really quite a h

brake s progsial stong, s e
the rear. And aithough the rear (not
2 floater) will chatter slightly while
braking hard through sharp ripples,
fear whea! lock-ups and side-outs
are a rarity. Like p 505—which
also had ong wheu\lnsas pushing 57
inches—the uick-
et o the most gl o the most

joat on the mountain.

geometry. In ‘78 the PE's ol
measured 295 : in 79 it was.
umped to 30 degrees for a bit more.

year the lower triple clamp s
beefed uj " counteract the
22 MOTORCYGLIST/AUGUST 1980

Al the PEs use identical chain guides.
2 complicated conlraplion that makes mor
eckelnan'a bnder Gl of mories Wo
‘s and bolts,
eyl enaup scatierea ai over:

forces of longer forks.
At first glance the familiar-looking
246cc case-reed engine appears
be the same aging plowhorse Suzuki
has been flogging for the past three
years. But believe us, it isn

one has some real steam, and it
comes by way of some very minor
modifications. First there's the
RM250T's new cylinder head (which
has

were fiber material previously) an
the reed cage has been redesigned
to allow the reed: ve more

freely, aiding induction. Finally. the

diameter of the magneto rotor has
been enlarged by 12mm 1o help in-
crease flywheel inertia

ngine feels a lot stronger
than the factory's claimed two-horse-
power increase would Indicate. The

charge aggressively through the top
three gears. The PE stil has a good
top-speed potential and a reasonable

avalable power. We hought the larg-
10-18 rear Bridgestone knobby.
might provide foo Much bt bat the
50 churns it forcefully, without a
hint of strain.
To keep up with

the Jones, the

air-assistod forks pump out 9.8
't basically smallor
6mm versions of those on the RM-T

assist they are more tunable this year
and can b n o sult most e1-
eryone’s type of riding. Out back Su-
24 b incressed rear o]
from 92 i a generous 10.1
ey okt is aniaataaor
the leverage ratio. increased
travel at_both ends definitely offers
E-T more stability and a better

B L S
of being serious. The

Raven's been Impfoved much
last yoar and st dish ot & ather
harsh i h has the back end
Dmmﬂmv rom one bump to anothor.

ways
comaetiors il probably. rash-cen
them imimeds

e much fulfiled
el est wih i
e e

it nesded and & polsnt engie to
match. There’s no question it has
Shvetes ol 1 mors seiots raris
A noods s a il suspansion tun-
ing and you'll be right in there with
the big sluggers.




THE SUZUKI PEs

PEIZ5T

It’s Special Test Ready,
But Is It Right For You?

while engineering the PEs this.
year. Since the improvements.

in their_prototypes directly reflected

the success of the

team,

suzuk\ was faced with a dilemma

d essential to
18 compatiive evoluion
to the somewnat stag-

a set of natty alicy. oifsel triple
clamps. An aluminum box-section
swingarm pivoting on needle bear.

e list of improvements
was suspension that would provide a

plush ride for all-day compeition and
enough travel to biast through really
nasty special tests—all without raising

valving and

spring rates o fit the enduro format.

in front 36mm-Kayaba forks sport alr-

assistad springing and 9.89 nches of
el it

back. the 15 Sinon Kayab

charged shocks burped wheel tavel

g

i netes et ol s

& a lte easir reach with s legs.
Our 5-foot-11-inch testers had no

torming frequently, the rear shocks
weren't as_responsive to

three-way adjustable preload for the
dual-rate springs. However they lack

E175's engine was orig-
inally designed around, the AN125
Suil had It troule siing i inks

be sculted sight-
Iy to provide enough clearan
m ridrs found that

tions, but some of 1 er ma-
chines, the SWMs in particular,
jould leave them in the dust on the

ports. A 34mm Mikuni carb replaces




scrap metal
foasens tight nuts and bolts.

A rectangular odometer Is rubber mount.
ad'lo sirey metl brackels and tucked
out of harm's way behind the number-

Bl The rese lna 1 arge shough o
Zero o big numbers, i gloved Nands.

the N-model's 32mm mixer and the
case-read’s butterfly stopping plate is

sing considerable
he bearing is now lubed by
the gas/ofl mixture in the crankcase.

yno to 22.38 at 9000 rpm. That is
24 HOTORGYOLIST/AUGUST 1980

more than the IT's 19.61 and the
KDX's 19.26, but there are draw-

s mileage to 20
mpg (8.6 miles less than the KDX175)
and with a smaller 2.8-gallon tank,
has shortened its range o 56 miles.
PE revs to 8000 rpm, it
really begins to flex its powerful mus-
cles. However anyone less than a

throughout the test, it never showes
signs of fatigue.

esides its precise steering and
motocrosske handiog characters
eni kg es Ko b

One prolem magnifed by the ex
piosive’ power s Suzuki's
Choics of a rear.tre.

sauteed oysler Eeii
cut in_hard. On one slippery uphill
secton i e
ntire 10-foot wide
man’s share
of adrenalin while cutting a sidewind-
e paih o the o
ower characteristics are what
istnguian ihe PENTST Hom your bas
sic_playbike. Although the chassis is

look eisewt

we suggest you ihere. The
e (2 iericatic s

suzuKi pe17sT

s

s

TESTED ON THE WEBCO DYNO.




THE SUZLKI PEs

SUZUKI PE175T

SUZUKI PE250T

SUZUKI PE400OT

TEST BIKE | SUZUKI PE175T SUZUKI PE250T SUZUKI PE40OT
‘Suggested retal price | $1979 $1759. 1899
‘Warranty | Nono tone Nono
Numbor of U.S. dealers | 14 1450 1450
Tuded, Included Included
ENGINE
Type single singe.... | Twosstroke
Displacement | 172cc atbec 3
Bore x stroks & 85 x 70mm
Compression | 761 17
‘Carburetion | 1. 34mm Mikuni s nesdie.... | 1.36mm Mikuni side needie ... | 1. 36mm Miuni side nesdle
anton | P51 Gomies) PE| (pointess) Pl (bomtess
Lubrication | Premix Premix premix
Air fier | Oiled foar. Oiled foam. Qles foan
Battery | None None
DRIVETRAIN
rimary ransmission | Siaight-cut gear, 2.761:1 Sraignicu gear. 27271 Straight-cut gear, 22801
utch | 13 plates, w S plates 11 plates, wet
Fina crve | S (N £50) D151, 48712 | 5o (No. 5200 83/18. 55X % (No. 520) DD, 46/15
cHassis
Fork | 36mm Kayaba, 9.84 in. ravel .. | 36mm Kayaba. 9.84 in trave .. | 36mm Kayaba, 9.8 n. ravel

Yollow
Tripmeter resetiabie by tonths.

28 gal. (106 lers)
268 Ibs. (121kg)

Yollow

Tripmeter resettable by tenths.

RPM
Speed In gears at (rediine)

108 Ios./hy

0 mpg average, 56 miles.

9,16 Ibs./hp
28 mog avrage. 70 mies

(9000) 151 20,1 mpt

7350 o o877 o
40 47.8 mpn: 5tn 59.4 mpn,

o7

o000, 15535
Sre 525 moh S 431 o
41 51.9 mpn: 5tn 629 mph:
sin 748

762 bs./hp
16:9 mpg average, 47 mies
5485

(7000) 151 290

S Sh 3 o o 48,0 i,
62,6 mon; 5th 765 mpn
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