swelling the numbers of our motorcycle
clubs has some mixed blessings and it is
up to every responsible rider who loves his
pike and has some pride in being called
a motorcyclist to get wised up to the serious-
ness of the situation and take some positive
action, now, before it is too late.

The first thing to tackle, and an easy one,
is to write to the MoT and your own MP
to instruct the police to deal with those
offenders who break the law by bending
their “L” plates round the fork. Let us
make these idiots who are not by any means
“brother motorcyclists”, show others what
they really are and not what they are trying
to make out they are. We are best rid of
such scullion who will do neither us, nor
themselves, any good in the long run.

The next thing to do, O lover of the
game, is to clamour and urge Government
by every conceivable manner within the
law, to treat training seriously and get on
with the job. The working party on the
training of learner motorcyclists came up
with a lot of right answers, way back in
1969, but nothing has been done about it.
We should be lobbying MPs and holding
demos on this matter now. This is the time,
while the graph of new riders is rising. This
is the lever to use and the bludgeon to
belabour Government with. But, if we wait
for the peak to be reached and the graph
flatten out, or even start a downwards slant
again, then we are too late and have missed
the opportunity, perhaps for all time. We
must get cracking to save our own skins

and the keen new intelligent riders, yet to
come. The chaps who will be keeping the
flag flying when you have packed in.

What about it, BMF, RAC, and all who
are currently, or previously, connected with
training? How about it, the keen club
member, or the unattached rider? How
about it, you youngsters who are itching
for the day when you can take to the road
on a motorcycle? Here is something you all
can really fight for without fear of adverse
criticism from any one. If BMF and RAC
got stuck into this they will be doing every-
one some good and get better praise than
for anything they have done in the past.
Where are all the blokes who fought so
hard to prevent compulsory passenger in-
surance, the Sixteen Ban and compulsory
helmets? I have a feeling that if you put
a third of the effort you expended on these
questionable skirmishes into a fight with
Government to get a proper form of
national training with adequate equipment
at low cost to the learners, your efforts
will meet with success if you act now.

The Wimbledon plan

Thirty years ago, next month, the writer
addressed a large audience who had crowded
into the headquarters of the Wimbledon
and District Motorcycle Club to hear the
Wimbledon plan for training learner riders.
By October the following year the training
scheme was started. The Wimbledon Club
had started training learners way back in

September 1945 and the RAC/ACU Train-
ing Scheme was the outcome. We had it
timed just right! It was evident that the
late 40s, and early 50s, was going to witness
a tremendous rise in the number of motor-
cyclists on our roads. All of those bikes
laid up “for the duration” would be brought
out when the War ended and the lads came
back. There were hundreds of thousands
ex-WD bikes to be sold to the general public
and put to a more civilized use. There were
hundreds of thousands who couldn’t afford
a car and would welcome a bike. So we
were able to cash in on all this, the timing
was perfect . . . Just like it is now if you
will open your eyes, take a good look
around, and get cracking.

London SW17 George A. Brine

Love-hate Relationship
NOW THAT One Track—the old rogue—
has placed the mantle of respectability on
the humble MZ250 you have no doubt
noticed as I have, that your correspondence
pages are receiving a regular dose of praise
for this machine. It was One Track’s in-
clusion of this bike on his list of accept-
able commuting machines which gave me
the courage to come forward and be recog-
nized; albeit that the MZ constituted the
bottom limit to his range.

I came back to motorcycling after 10
years through a secondhand Honda C50 and
during which time my wife and two children
were not compatible with motorcycling. One

SUZUKI
T250, T350, T20, 250 Super Sport;

YAMAHA

Technical Manuals

Motorcycle Carburation
Motorcycle Electrical

Callers Welcome.

Next door to Brentford Nylons Tower.

WORKSHOP MANUALS

For nearly all current and post-war motorcycles, £3 each post
paid. Specify make and model.

From our vast selection we can recommend :
Manual (£3 each p.p.). Reprints for the following models:

Cycleserv Factory

HONDA

90, XL 100; MT 125; XL 175; XL 250; 350; MT 250; 350 Fours;
500 Fours.

KAWASAKI

100, 125, 175 G & F series; 250 & 350 S-series; 900 Super 4Z1.

GT380, GT550, Glenn’s Suzuki
Manual, all 50-400 machines, still the best there is.

GT50B, GT80B, GTMXB ; AG100, 100-LT2, 100LSG, 100-175 Enduros,
125AS83, 125 ATI, 175 CTI, RD250/350, TY250B, 250DTI-E, DTI-MX;
250-360 Enduros, 350RS-Twins, 360RT-MX, DT Singles, 100-50cc
MX series, TX600A ; 650TX, XS, A & B Twins, TX750.

Motor Cycle Engineering by Phil lrving.......
funing#fort:Speedy bysiRhilEIrving sk Sii Bt

SVSIeMSH: ol ies JUASPET
Motorcycle Tuning for Performance.............
Castrol Book of Motorcycle Care...............
2-Str. Engine Design & Tuning.................

Free booklist with every order. SAE with all inquiries, please.
Money back undertaking if not satisfied with your purchase.

BIKEBOOKS

51 YORK ROAD, BRENTFORD,

MIDDLESEX, TW8 0QP
Ample Parking.

protect

ASHMANS
ALL STARS

Two winners from the world's greatest
team of motor cycle boots.

FORMOTO CROSS OR SCRAMBLING

Red Devil MK3 7406

No other Moto Cross boot can hold a candle
to it! Nitrile direct vulcanised slipper soles and
heels, sponge padded foot, shin and ankle area,
six buckle fastening, cast steel heel and toe
he Red Devil has everything!

Dodington 7403

Built to the same high
standards as the Red Devil.
Made from genuine ox hide
with six sturdy straps and
buckle fastening. The onlv
thing that's not tops+about
the Dodington is the price -
it's remarkably low!

For the full story -
colour leaflet, specs,
prices and your
nearest stockist -
write NOW to
Ashman Bros. Ltd
Paulton, Bristol
BS18 5NS

ashmans |/
Made by craftsmen for N
the real enthusiast. //‘ .
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