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ON THE COVER: Nobody likes the little .25 autos . . . except people.
I's one of the most popular handgun cartridges, and many millions
of pistols have been made for it. For an up-to-date look at the .25

ACP and the tiny guns that chambe . see page 48 otography
F UBUSI IED WION""..I by Bob D'Olivo and Jim Brow

S S R TR

3 THE XP-100 VARMINT SPECIAL!: By Bob Milek
Remingtfon’s hot .223 bolt-action pistol.

4 .25 AUTOS—THE FEISTY FLYWEIGHTS: By Jan Libourel

G&A'’s Handgun Editor looks at this popular auto/caliber combo.

62 BROWNING BUCK MARK PISTOL: By Durwood Hollis
A lightweight, stylish .22 targeter/plinker.

92 SMITH & WESSON K-38 MASTERPIECE: By Jan Libourel

A look at one of the best revolvers ever made.
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4 4 THE MEDIUM 7mm’s—OVERLOOKED AND UNDERRATED: By Clay Harvey

The 28s get a new lease on life,

58 THE OLD MARTINI—A NEW AND NEAT SINGLE-SHOT GEM!: By Ross Seyfried

Customizing this classic drop-block breechloader.

. 63 MK ARMS MK760 CARBINE: By Garry James

A new 9mm semi-auto carbine goes through its paces.

64 ALLEN FIRE ARMS 1873 TRAPPER CARBINE: By Phil Spangenberger
This stubby lever gun is handy for plinking or hunting.
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40 BLACK POWDER BOOM AT CVA: By Phil Spangenberger

The wide range of guns and accessories at Connecticut Valley Arms.

54 SCOPE YOUR AIRGUN!: By Tim McMurray and Dennis O‘Flaherty

Glass on a pellet gun? You bet!

65 PRO-TACH CHRONOGRAPH: By Bob Forker

A handy and portable electronic “velocimeter.”

66 MICHAELS OF OREGON NYLON RIFLE SCABBARDS: By Phil Spangenberger

Durable synthetic gun sheaths.
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3 4 STEREOTYPES—THE GUN OWNER’S BURDEN: By Fred Kavey
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[ Military Book Club®
Dept. BS-230, Garden City, NY 11535
Yes, please accept my membership a&EIIcallon and send me the 3 books
marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WW I MAPS.
Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. | agree to the
Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that | need buy just 4 more

books at regular low Club prices any time | want during the next 2 years.
No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, | may

Plus any 3 books for 98¢ Hherstip

Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 88¢ plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK
and FREE WW I MAPS —when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS are yours to
keep in any case. ;

Ilugps selaillun: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 litles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the very best
military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are difficult to find
anywhere else. 1 /
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment.

return the books within 10 days at Club expense. J membership will be
cancelled and | will owe nothing. No matter what | decide, | may keep my

FREE BOOK
#4028

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club

magazine descvibin? coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year,
you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you
want the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you
prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on the order form and return it by the
date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you
receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing.

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club
prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any lime after purchasing your 4 books, or
continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like.

Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers ' list prices quoted ahovﬂ

TWO FULL COLOR
24%" x 19"
WW || MAPS

FREE

with membership

Note: If you already own The Men of Company K, please choose another
title for your FREE BOOK.

Mr
Mrs.
S. (please print)
Add Apt. No.

City State Zip
If under 18, parent must sign.
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Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members
2 |

serviced from Canada where offer is slightly different.

79-M06!
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The
versatile
Martini small
action can be made
into a spiffy sporter in a
number of different calibers.

By Ross Seyfried

M The Martini action has been around a
long time, but it is usually only seen in mil-
itary or target rifles. The most common
one is the large action used on the .577-450
rifles that were the standard military rifles
for the forces of the British Empire. There

The BSA .22 Martinis were made
in a wide variety of styles and
configurations for British

small bore enthusiasts. While
handsome, they can be made even
better looking by customizing.

Whether in its original form (below)
orin amodern sporter guise (abq ve),
the Martini is a slick, handy action.

e

was a medium size
made in .303 British that is
very rare and the small size that we
are interested in here. The one American
shooters are most familiar with is called
the .310 Cadet.

This was a military training rifle cham-
bered for a rimmed cartridge similar to the
.30 Carbine. Most of these rifles were
shipped from England to Australia, with a
lot of them ending up in the U.S. as mili-
tary surplus rifles. Unfortunately, most of

This Martini was
left in its original
.22 RF chambering
due to the consis-
tent sub->inch
50-yard bench-
rested groupings.

Using low rings and a
normal eye relief scope
makes loading a tad
difficult, but it’'s not
impossible with practice.

In some of the good
varmint rounds, the

Martini cries out for
scoping. The Burris

3-9X Mini is tops.
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these rifles have been “consumed” and are
not readily available on the U.S. market.
The rifles that are reasonably available
now are the Birmingham Small Arms
(BSA) .22 rimfire target and sporting rifles.

The BSA action was used as the base for
a wide variety of finished rifles, but ‘the
ones seen most often, and the ones being
sold by at least two U.S. retailers, are the
Models 12, 12-15 and 15. They were made
until WWII. They are superb rimfire target
rifles that would be England’s counterpart
to the Model 52 Winchester.

There are two basic variations in the ac-
tions: thick and thin wall. The thick one

Heavy target rifle

Heavy target rifle

Takedown target rifle

The BSA rimfires can either be kept in
their original configuration or rechambered
for a variety of centerfire rounds.

has sidewalls that are Y-inch thick, and the
thin walls are ' inch. The actions are iden-
tical in every other way. Which one you
use is mostly a matter of choice, but obvi-
ously the thick action is stronger and
should be used for the more powerful car-

The original centerfire firing pin
(top) and rimfire pin (bottom).
Conversion must be made by a
skilled, experienced gunsmith.

Original rimfire action (left)
had extractor enlarged and pin
hole bushed for high pressure CF.

The Martini small actions come in (L-R) thick and
thin-walled versions. This style of Martini was
devised by Belgian designer Auguste Francotte.

Medium target rifle

caunll,

o

The Improved version of
the 5.6x50R gets perfor-
mance of top-end .22-250.

.257-357

.357 Maximum

.224-357

.17 Ackley Bee

.218 Bee

The .357 family of cartridges are ideally
suited to the small Martini actions.
Alteration of action is a gunsmith’s job.

Cartridges based on the .25-20 head are
good choices for Martini conversions.
These are quiet, efficient out to 200 yds.

i

Lightweight takedown sporter

tridges. The thin wall is suited to very light
rifles and makes delightful .17s, .22 Hor-
nets, etc. The rest of the variables center
around barrel length and barrel diameter,
type of sights and the shape of the lever.
One thing they all have in common is
that the action has the capability of pro-
ducing a rifle that is very accurate and
shootable. The heavy BSA target rifles
were guaranteed to shoot groups of 1%
inches or less at 100 yards! This, combined
with an extremely fast locktime and fine
trigger, makes the little Martini an excel-
lent choice for a fine centerfire sporter.
The first one I made up was for my son’s
eighth birthday. It was chambered for the
.357 Magnum case necked down to .22.
Everything about this rifle, from the car-
tridge up, was scaled to be the ideal
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