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ULTRA-LITE JERSEYS

Choose from three types of lightweight
jerseys: 50750 Cotton/Polyester blend,
$16.95; 100% Heavy Cotton, $14.50;
Open Weave Vented, $16.95; in colors
Wht, Red, Yel, Silver and S,M,LG XLG.
Price includes your choice of brand designs
on front and sleeves. Select O'Neal, Honda,
Suzuki, Yamaha, Kawasaki, Maico,
Husqvarna, Can-Am and KT M.

SUPERCROSS LOGOS/
CUSTOM LETTERING

Decorate any O'Neal T-Shirt or Jersey
with your choice of transfer logos. $1/ each.
Custom lettering on back at $1.50/ letter,
$2.50/ number. ‘

STYLISH SWEATS
Great for workouts, but stylish
enough to wear anywhere. Choose
your favorite graphic design from
our large selection for jerseys
and T-shirts. In colors Blu, Red,
Wht, and sizes S,M,LG,XLG.
3-Button Pull-Over, $17.95.
Hooded Pull-Over also in Grey,
$19.95.

COOL-LITE GLOVES

Full back hand protection with venting to
keep you cool on the hottest days and
spandex sides for comfort. In colors Red/
Wht/Blu, Blk/ Yel, Blu/Wht in sizes S(8),
M(9), LG(10), XLG(11). $21.95

1™ ™

SILVER STREAKERS

For serious training or not so serious
kicking around. Silver with Red/Blu in sizes
71/2-11. $26.95

FREE O’'NEAL CATALOGS!

Two full-color catalogs totaling 64 pages
and stuffed with the trickest new gear for
you and your bike or ATC. Send $1.00 to
cover postage and handling, or free when
ordering with a purchase over $10.00.

u

A lightweight leather boot with full
freedom of movement and lots of plastic
protection. Colors Red/Blu, Yel/Blu, Yel/
Blk, Red/ Yel/Blk, Silver/Red, Silver/ Blu in
sizes 5-13, $122.95 Ultra-Lite Kid's Boot
in Red/Blu and sizes 3-4 1/2. $89.95

ORDER WHILE IT'S HOT!
(213) 998-1049

1. Prepaig orders over $10.00 will be shipped freight free.

2. All C.0.D. orders must be over $20.00. Sent freight collect.
3. All prepaid orders under $10.00 must include $1.50 shipping.
4, M/C or Visa orders - $10.00 minimum shipped freight free.
5. Foreign orders prepay in U.S. currency - add 10% shipping.
6. Personal checks allow 45 days before shipping.

California residents see your local O'Neal U.S.A. dealer.

[0 MasterCard [ Visa [0 C.0.D. Cash
[J Money Order [ Cashiers Check
Name
Address
City
State Zip
Phone ( )
Card # Expires
Signature
NO CUSTOM LETTERING C.0.D.
Name Applied
Number Applied
Cost/Letter
Cost./ Number
DB 6/83 Total

Qty. Size Color Amount

Motal) Ll R e
O’Neal U.S.A. 39555 Owensmouth Ave.
Chatsworth, CA. 91311 (213)998-1049
Telex 910-4941934 ONEAL USA CHCA
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Introducing a light,
compact motorcycle that
really measures up to the
kind of power you want
from an open class enduro
bike.

The Honda XR350R.

With the kind of high-
performance four-stroke
technology that only we
can offer. A lightweight
OHC engine that packs
339 ccs of incredible
torque and horsepower.
~ The key is in our exclu-
sive new Radial Four-Valve
Combustion Chamber. Its
hemispherical cylinder
head, narrow valve angle
and centralized spark plug
permits more rapid, effi-
cient combustion and a
higher compression ratio
than possible from ordi-

nary designs.

Dual carburetors utilize
a progressive linkage to
work together for smooth
throttle response through-
out the rpm range. One
improves low-end torque
and the other kicks in as
the rpms build for maxi-
mum horsepower. And
a tough, close-ratio six-
speed transmission delivers
all that incredible horse-
power and torque to the
rear wheel.

At 247 pounds dry, we
kept weight down to a
minimum on-the XR350R.
But we didn't sacrifice
strength toget it.

Which is why we used
a super-rigid chrome-moly.
frame. Big 41 mm air-
adjustable forks with 11
inches of travel.

And Pro-Link™ rear

CUT THE OPEN

suspension, our exclusive
single-shock rising-rate
system. Its unique linkage
allows it to handle the
largest bumps while it
remains compliant for the
smaller stuff. It comes with
easily adjustable compres-
sion and rebound damping
and 10.6 inches of travel.
The result is a motor-
cycle that’s agile enough
for the tightest, trickiest
courses. But pewerful

Pro-Link rear
suspensionoffers
Jully adjustable ™
rebound and compres-
Ston dampings . .. 4

Box section swing armawith
needle bearings dnd quick-
release rear Wwheel.
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WHEN THE LOAM IS PERFECT AND YOU’RE HORSEPOWER RICH,
CATCH THE FAST AIR IN A SIMPSON 52

MORE RIDERS MADE THE SWITCH LAST YEAR THAN EVER
BEEORE, BECAUSE THE 52 HAS WHAT IT TAKES. THERE'S SNELL
’80 CERTIFICATION, DESIGN THAT'S LIGHT AND RIGHT

WITH AN EYEPORT READY FOR ANY GOGGLE. VENT PORTS

KEEP YOUR COOL WITH AN INTERIOR SO CUSH YOU
WON'T BE ABLE TO WAIT FOR THE NEXT MOTO.

BEST OF ALL, IT’S A SIMPSON. SO WHY
RIDE WITH THE REST OF THE PACK?
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from the Saddlie

Good news, bad news

By Rick Sieman

he good news is when you find out

that you’re in the first race of the day.
The bad news is when you walk back to
your bike after the rider’s meeting and see
a flat rear tire.

Good news is when you take a look at
your gas can from the week before and see
that it’s full of gas. The bad news is that
you can’t remember if you put oil in the
gas or not.

Good news is when you get a free T-shirt
for winning your class at a local race. The
bad news is when you try it on and it’s too
small to even fit your dog. It also has a
‘“‘Dave’s Rokon Sales and Service’’ logo on
the front and says ‘‘Harleys suck’’ on the
back.

Good news: You’ve finally saved enough
money to get a brand-new bike this year.
Bad news: The dealer who said he’d give
you $900 for your old bike:changed his
mind and instead made a top offer of $275
and a can of chain lube.

More good news: When you get your
new bike, you find out that all of your old
countershaft and rear sprockets will fit. The
bad news is when you find out that all the
new bikes are running giant countershaft
sprockets and small rears, while your bike
runs small countershafts and large rears.

Good news is when you find out that you
can buy a mail-order replacement saddle
cover for only $5.95. Bad news is that when
you get it, you find out it’s purple with
yellow lightning bolts down both sides and
has artificial tuck-and-roll patterns on the
top.

Excellent news is when you get some
dope to buy your old bike for exactly what
you asked for it. Horrible news is when he

ends up beating you at every race for the

rest of the season and never breaks any-
thing, while your new bike has a string of
terminal DNFs.

Good news is when the new girl you start
dating turns out to be a natural on a dirt
bike. Bad news is when she starts beating
you at the local track.

Great news is when you get a spiffy new

set of tools for Christmas. Grim news is
when you spend most of the time in the
garage using those new tools on a lemon
bike.

Good news is seeing the fastest guy in
your class stopped by the side of the track,
changing a fouled plug halfway through the
race. Bad news is when he catches and
passes you anyway.

Good news is when you train like a loony
and get in the best shape of your life and
ride like the wind. The bad news is when
some old fat rider beats you anyway and
comes up to congratulate you on a good
race with a beer in one hand and a cigar-
ette in the other.

Good news: You get to bed real early the
night before the big race so you can be
ready for anything. Bad news: You can’t
fall asleep until 40 minutes before the alarm
goes off and wake up like a part-time
zombie.

Good news is when you ride an enduro
and the best enduro rider in the district is
on your minute, so you don’t even bother
to bring a clock. The bad news is when he
has two flats in the first seven miles and
then does a giant flip on the first downhill,
and just sits down alongside his bike,
moans, and asks you if this is the bus to
Cincinnati.

Good news is when you finally break
through the terrible dust in a desert race
and really start cooking it. Bad news is
when—about 35 minutes later—you realize
you aren’t on the course anymore. And
when you stop, you can’t hear any bikes
or see any dust clouds on the horizon.

Good news is when you get a holeshot
and lead the pack into the first turn by three
bike lengths. Bad news is when you miss
a gear and that same pack runs over you.

Superb news is when you finally work up
the nerve to try that double jump on the
track that’s been giving you fits for the last
two weeks. Bad news is when you find out
it’s now a triple jump.

Good news is learning how to do a long,
graceful wheelie in front of your friends.
Bad news is trying to dodge a 200-pound
German shepherd chasing a cow directly in
your path, and running over your grand-
mother while saving a near loop-out on the
wheelie.

(continued on page 70)
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Last Over

he news of Challenger’s long launch

delay in the beginning of the year was
surprisingly well accepted by the general
public. To remain a totally honest reporter,
it’s necessary for me to point out that Chal-
lenger’s delay wasn’t caused by leaking fuel
tanks, as NASA would have you believe.

There never was a delay, to speak of.
Challenger has already been launched,
completed a mission, and returned to terra
firma. We didn’t want to spill the beans too
early and get everybody’s hopes up for a
radical story, but we were actually on that
first flight.

Here’s the scoop. The shuttle was leas-
ed for the first Dirt Bike exploration of the
lunar surface. We figured that riding land
here on Earth has been disappearing at a
rather steady rate, and rather than sit back
and watch it all go, it was our job to ex-
plore the alternatives. What would be the
difficulties involved? How would one go
about setting up one’s bike? What kind of
gear would we need to wear? How much
would we have to chip in for gas? All these
questions and many more were waiting to
be answered.

Honestly, thoughy chipping in for gas
was never really an’issue. Money is never
an obstacle here at Hi-Torque. As long as
a good story is the ultimate end, our pub-
lisher will sign us a blank check, if neces-
sary. Armed with the corporate checkbook,
we approached the powers that be at NASA
and presented our proposal. At first, they
nearly laughed us out of the offices. Un-
daunted, we sucked in our collective guts,
stood up straight and tall, and told them
to name their price.

They did, we bought, and hence, this
report.

The flight wasn’t much to talk about.
Presently, space vehicles are not what
you’d call the most comfortable form of
race bike transportation. They’re cramped,
and cluttered up with all kinds of weird
gadgets, none of which we cared to under-
stand. It also took a much longer time to
get there than we originally planned.
Thinking back on it, I guess we didn’t really
know what to expect—space shuttles are
supposed to be pretty quick, aren’t they?
Granted, 238,857 miles—give or take a few
thousand—is a long way to go for a cou-
ple days of trailriding, but we were still sur-
prised when it took us two whole days to
get there. That’s moving along at a pretty
good clip of nearly 5000 miles an hour, but
hey, we’re a busy bunch of guys. Hanging
around for a few days without even a pro-
per telephone was a real strain. Our sug-
gestion to NASA is that they hop that
sucker up a little bit and cut some heavy
time out of their schedule.

The food wasn’t so hot, either. Astro-
nauts don’t seem to chow down very often,

Shoot the moon

By Paul Clipper

and they apparently didn’t expect us to
either. If we hadn’t brought along a per-
sonal stash of munchies, I’m sure we’d
have started eating the Naugahyde right off
the seats. Luckily, my wife whipped us up
a batch of cranberry bread to gnaw on dur-
ing the trip, and it was just the ticket for
deep space. The lack of gravity seems to
dull the taste buds a little, and cranberries
are just the thing to cut through a fogged
palate.

Which brings up a sensitive matter.
We’ve had it brought to our attention re-
cently by a group of angry readers that we
have been less than responsive in printing
recipes in Dirt Bike. I plan to mend that
problem right now. I offer you this to make
up for our past neglect:

MOM CARR’S i
OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD
CRANBERRY BREAD

o]
2 cups flour 2 tbsp. salad oil
Y5 tsp. salt 1 cup sliced
1% tsp. baking  cranberries
powder 1 cup walnuts

5 tsp. baking 1 orange, grated
soda and juiced
1 cup sugar 1 egg

Add oil and orange juice to enough hot
water to make ¥ cup; add this to all re-
maining ingredients in a large bowl and mix
well. Spoon batter into a greased and
floured loaf pan and bake for 50 minutes
to one hour in a 350-degree oven. In the
words of Garrison Keillor, it’s expeditious
and delicious!

Setting up the bikes proved to be a real
problem. The lack of atmosphere on the
moon would be the biggest hassle. Bikes
need air to breathe, and without it they
simply won’t run. We tried working out an
oxygen injection system and pressure feed
for the fuel, but the completed bikes were
a pile—we could see there was no way
they’d work, at least notreliably.

We finally wound up with three Yamaha
YZ125s with the front of the engines cut
off and electric motors mounted in the
frames and grafted to the stock transmis-
sions. The batteries were carried in the part
of the frame usually reserved for the tank
and airbox, and they actually turned out
much more sanitary than we had expected.
The two-horsepower motors and the gel-
cell array on each bike boosted the weight
up to 240 pounds. Naturally, out at Texas
Canyon, the bikes were extremely slow and
heavy, but we figured that the one-sixth
gravity of the moon would make up for
every defect we found here on Earth.
Figure it'out—up there, ready to ride, they
would weigh 40 pounds each. That’s plen-
ty light.

With the bike specs figured out, we next
had to turn our thoughts to picking a place
to ride. Considering the high ground tem-
peratures on the sunny side and the freez-
ing conditions in the dark, we decided to
strike out for the Marginal Sea, right in the
neighborhood of Goddard Crater. Being
on the edge of the light and dark sides, we
hoped for moderate temperatures as well
as interesting riding.

We landed, got dressed and unloaded
while our pilots settled down for the first
lunar poker game. Two revelations hit us
right away: The bikes were super light and
responsive, just as we had planned; but the
temperature was hardly what you’d call
balmy. It was about 180 degrees, and if we
hadn’t talked NASA out of the pressure
suits, we’d have had a pretty sweaty time
of it.

The riding was pretty good, all things
considered. We had to bleed most of the

(continued on page 68)
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Don't miss out on the wildest off-road stadium event ever produced
exclusively for three-wheelers & Odyssey racing. A track designed for

A.T.Y. racing. : Wﬂmm@——

April 3rd May 22nd
Olympia, Washington San Diego, California
Thurston ORV Sports Park Barona Hidden Valley Spdwy.
(206) 426-8090 (619) 443-2005
May 1st May 29th
Santa Clara, California Fremont, California
PAL. Park Baylands Raceway
(408) 246-2660 (415) 651-2545
o e May 8th May 22nd
—~DuraBlue— Dickson, California Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Manufacturing Aravil Park Contact David Ecker
(209) 529-0923 (916) 678-3582  (405) 789-9323
May 15th -
Indian Dunes, California Attentlﬂn Race
ContactJim Steadman (AM.E.)
(213) 884-5778 Promoters
If you would like to tie in with the USA Championship by producing a
qualifier, call Doug Richards at (206) 426-8090 for more information.




NO EXCUSES

Our DB spy ring in Japan recently
sent us this photo of Suzuki’s prototype
RM1100 mini. Its development was
sparked by numerous complaints from
parents claiming, ‘“My son would have
won if only his bike were faster.”’

Earlier testing of the prototype

revealed a slight wobble at speeds
above 140 mph which explains why test
riders have never taken it above third
gear. The problem should be cured on
the production models, which are
rumored to be 1200cc and turbo-
charged.

(Ll )

Lodged on the back of a trailer was
this bizarre breed of Honda. The forks
appeared to be homemade copies of the
Simons variety. The entire rear end was
scrapped in favor of an old-style YZ

CHOP, FIDDLE AND PIECE

monoshock concept. A jack shaft and a
disc brake were mounted at the swing-
arm pivot point. The rear wheel looked
like a solid aluminum number. But the
point is, what’s the point?
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PAC MAN 100

We all know how big video games
have gotten. They infest nearly every
empty space, in every known place, in
the least likely surroundings. While the
entire staff was out at a local enduro,
up rolled a full-size video arcade on
wheels. Now this might not seem too
weird, except that the enduro was held
out in Lucerne Valley, the armpit of the
California desert. This guy had to travel
about 20 miles on less than tolerable
roads (all dirt) just to get to the pits.
We laughed and thought, What a joke!
Ironically, the arcade was packed
before, during and after the run. We all
know that motorcycle racing doesn’t
make any sense; the same goes for
video games—perfect match.

[ e

500 GRAND PRIX
AT CARLSBAD COMING UP
June 26 is the date for the 500cc
USGP held at Carlsbad, California.
Trackside repairs are being made even
as we speak, and tons of brush have
been cleared to give spectators up to
50-percent better visibility all around
the track. So far, 15 of the top riders in
the world have been signed to ride, plus
all of the top U.S. stars. Don’t stay
home; come out to Carlsbad and watch
the Datsun U.S. Grand Prix.
(]t )

RACE NOTES

Mark Barnett won the Atlanta Super-
cross in what was a battle of survival.
Rain drenched the track for the Final
and the course turned into a huge, rut-
ted soup bowl. Bob Hannah finished
second.

Hannah trounced the first night of
the Houston Supercross doubleheader
with apparent ease. The Hurricane
gated perfectly and never looked back.
On the following day, Mark Barnett
took the win, after Hannah removed a
large portion of the field’s chance with
a crash on the second straightaway. He
ended up finishing ninth. The points
standings after Houston go like so:

CONTEST WINNER!
Michael Ricks, from Anchorage,
Alaska, won the Dirt Bike Free
Wheelin’ Free Wheels Sweepstakes, held
for the Seattle Supercross event. The
prize was a new Honda 250. A note to
all other non-winners—there are more
contests to come, so keep sending in
your entries.
e e

1. Hannah........... 206
20 Banleyimin b g 187
3B aTTet o T 177
4. O'Mara........... 163
SiGloverii b il s 147

In a non-points-paying Open Inter-
national race, Jim Gibson took the
overall win on a 125. Gibson trounced
such European stars as Graham Noyce
(works Open Honda), Patrick Fura
(Husky), and Gaston Rahier (Suzuki).
This is a good sign for the Yamaha
teamster. Maybe we can add another
American World Champ to the list. . ..

After months of indecision, World
Champion Brad Lackey has decided to
retire. Although no reasons were given
for the withdrawal, we think ‘‘Bad
Brad’’ couldn’t come up with a bike to
his liking, at least one that would be
competitive. Now he’s devoting full
time to his Fox Sportswear Company.

[y El e )

ADD TWO SUPERCROSSES,
DROP THE MAYO

Two additional Supercross races have
been added to the year’s schedule. Sac-
ramento and Washington D.C. are the
new hosts, and the dates of the respec-
tive events are September 24 for Sacra-
mento, and May 15 for the D.C. race.
The Washington race was added when
the Chicago round was dropped.

[ e )

GREEVES SUPPORT
PROGRAM

Based on the tremendous reaction of
the Greeves/Honda shootout (April
1983 Dirt Bike), interest in the Greeves
has soared. Greeves spokesman Willing-
ton Thames Turmugeon III announced
that Greeves will offer a rider/racer
support program soon.

To qualify, you must either have a
thick Liverpool accent and eat nasty-
looking puddings, or have an early ’60s
Beatles haircut and an overbite: To get
a Level Two support ride, you must
make vile comments about Aussies and
overcook all your food until it looks
like gruel.

Top-level riders will receive a new
bike and eight million pounds (nearly 11

" dollars!), but will be expected to never

ever lose a race or they’ll have to pay it
all back.

Interested racers can contact Greeves
by stopping in at any qualified Greeves,
Rokon or Hodaka dealer and ask for
Ned Driffle.

e e
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WARD PULLS CONAN ACT
AT DAYTONA
During one of the qualifying races at
the Daytona Supercross, Kawasaki
teamster Jeff Ward gronked his way in-
to the Main event riding with both
wrists badly sprained. This happened
when he landed hard off a double jump
earlier in the day. Having no idea that
he was hurt this badly, he raced his
next heat and qualified for the Main. In
the Final, he got a tenth, and
...as they say...That’s Incredible!
1 A b

KDX BEARING TIPS

A sound bit of advice was received
from Phillip Scott of Yucca Valley,
California. It seems the steering head
on his KDX250 became stiff and stayed
that way, even after adjusting. Phil
took the head apart and found that the
frame tubes leading into the steering
head were open and let dust in with ‘the
air. After cleaning, regreasing and seal-
ing the tubes, the problem went away
forever. All KDX owners should inspect
their bikes and act accordingly.

[ o

AMA READER FEEDBACK
When we asked the DB readers for
their opinion of the AMA/factory law-

suit, our mail was surprisingly heavy.
Almost without exception, the DB
readers thought that the AMA ought to
back off their political role in racing.

The readers also liked the idea of an
East/West series to replace the insipid
Trans-USA fiasco. Everyone wanted to
see the 125 class retain championship
status.

Some of our readers came down on
the AMA with, how shall we say...no
words minced? The AMA racing czar,
Wayne Moulton, came to the DB of-
fices, and we let him read some of the
many letters. Notes were taken, and
Moulton felt that he had some valuable
feedback to report to the AMA back in
Ohio.
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ALL-NEW ENDURO PROGRAM:
AS USED BY

TERRY

CUNNINGHAM!

vour Brain

You can lift all the weights, ride all the practice laps, build a fire snorting
motocross bike — and still. overlook the most important aspect of racing - your mind.
The Relax and Win (RAW) Method consists of two cassette tapes,
revealing a special mental conditioning exercise program, a result of 20 years
research. There are no tests to take, no “points” to remember — all you do is relax
and listen to the tapes once or twice a day for 15 minutes. The increased
concentration, winning motivation and relaxed attitude makes you a better, safer
rider — automatically.

With the RAW Method, racing is more fun, less strainingand you'll have the confidence
to win. It’s as exhilarating as a good gym workout, yet relaxing as sitting in a hot tub.

The RAW Method is the sophisticated approach to motocross racing. Riders like

Enduro Champ Terry Cunningham already seeing positive results (RAW is

currently the hottest “inside secre:” on the pro circuit.

Join the many professional and amateur motocross racers who are using the RAW
Method. Train your brain, so you can Relax and Win! )

No-Risk Guarantee: If not completely satisfied, return within 30 days for full refund!

Mail to: RAW METHOD Relax and Win Inc.
P.O. Box 602, Colleyville, TX 76034

Complete RAW Method only $31.50 postage paid. Orders sent out same day,
first-class mail.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Teleph (1)
For faster delivery use credit card. TOLL FREE (800) 835-2246 Ext. 520

IS IT ABOUT TIME FOR
YOU TO GET A NEW
BIKE?

A FREE BARNETT
SUZUKI COULD BE
YOURS IF YOU
SUBSCRIBE TO DIRT
BIKE TODAY! Turn to
page 55.

Bits & Pieces

Meanwhile, if you haven’t heard, the
suit has been settled and there will be a
125, 250 and 500 champion, as well as
an overall champion chosen from the
outdoor Nationals and the Supercross
series.

[t o K e

AND IN THIS CORNER...

Our number one test rider, ‘‘Gentle-
man Jim’’ Holley, picked up a new
knickname recently. At an Indian
Dunes Pro motocross, Jim got involved
in an altercation with a relative of one
of the riders he had accidentally taken
out in a turn.

The bigger guy forced Gentleman Jim
to respond with his dukes, and was
promptly decked for a ten-count. His
new name? Mohammed Holley, of

course.
(e e i )

GOODBYE, ROM

On March 19, 1983, one of the truly
good guys passed on. Rom Lovil, Pub-
lic Relations Director at Kawasaki, died
on the operating table at an Orange
County hospital. Rom was in that hos-
pital as the result of an accident on his
street bike. Complications set in, and
Rom’s heart failed while they were try-
ing to patch him up.

Rom spent years with Suzuki, then
went to Kawasaki. We all remember
him as the man with a smile, a good
story and straightforward honesty. He
loved bikes and spent many a day carv-
ing lines through winding canyons. Our
thoughts go with him; he’ll be sorely
missed. Godspeed, Rommy. []
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BOB HANNAH TALKS

ABOUT FERRARIS, WINNING

ND BEL RAY OIL.

An interview with Bob Hannab. By Larry Huffman.

LARRY HUFFMAN : Is that your Ferrari 308 you just pulled

up in?

BOB HANNAH: I picked it up today from Eddie Cole at
Answer Products, lit’s really hot.

LH: Life must be tough. How old are you now?

BH: 26

LH: Do you feel you've accomplished alot in those 26 years?
BH: Let’s just say I've had my share of the glory but I want
more.

LH: Can you be more specific?

BH: I want to win the championship again this year and with
the strength of Team Honda and Brian Luniss, there’s no
stopping me.

LH: Brian is your mechanic, right? How does he race-prep
your RC2507?

BH: Brian could better answer that. But I know it’s with alot of
tender loving care and Bel-Ray products. Especially MC-1+.
LH: Are you just saying that because they're paying for this ad?
BH: Yes and no. Yes, because I'd like Bel-Ray to sell alot of
product, and no, because I've been using Bel-Ray for years,

long before they started sponsoring me and I believe in it.
LH: You mentioned MC-1+. What about it?

BH: It’'s the best. There isn’t one top rider who isn’t running
MC-1+ — Lackey, LaPorte, Chandler, Hansen, Bailey, O’'Mara,
the list goes on forever, and it isn’t because Bel-Ray sponsors
them. All the winning factories have determined it the best.
They keep winning, so they keep using it. Simple as that.

LH: I noticed a Il below the Hurricane on your leathers at
Daytona. What's Hurricane Il mean?

BH: It’s simple. The Hurricane is back.

LH: Last question. Are you going to win this year?

BH: Is MC-1+ blue?

The Lubrication Leader

Bel-Ray Company, Inc., International Corporate Headquarters,
Box 526, Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727.

Western Headquarters, 10015 Muirlands Blvd. “G”, Irvine,
California 92714. (714) 859-0933

Bel-Ray's new MC-1+ is available direct by mail. Minimum order 4-12.3 oz. bottles @ $3.25 each. Send Check or Money Order (no COD’s please) for $13.00 plus

$3.00 shipping and bandling to Bel-Ray Company.



When you’re talking dodging trees. ..
You re talkmg Cunningham!!

TERRY CUNNINGHAM
Equipment needs for the enduro rider are
pretty much the same as for Moto Crossers.
And boots are no exception. Years ago, Irode
with special enduro boots that had heavy
tread on the sole. I thought I needed the tread
for pushing out of mud holes. About the first
time I won my first National Championship,
I woke up to two facts.

1. The tread was never used for pushing. It
didn’t offer enough traction. When my
bike was stuck, I planted my feet and
pushed off the sides of my boots.

2. I then woke up to the fact that when
cornering with Enduro soles, my foot
often snagged a root or rock, kicking my
leg back into the bike. That hurt and it
often put me down. That’s when I
switched to Moto Cross soles.

When you’re talking
Boots. . .You’re talking

The one area I always felt I lost when I
changed soles was that of walking in
slippery pit conditions, or even just standing
around, moto cross soles were not ideal. I
mentioned this and shortly after I received a
pair of the new Pro boots that solved all the
problems.

Without a doubt, the Hi-Point soles are the
ultimate ... No matter what type of riding
you do.

Latch ’em up at
your Hi-Point
Racing Products
dealer

Available in Red,
Blue or Black
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1983 XR500 BAJA KITS
'83MODELS ONLY __.

® Aluminum
Swingarm

OuExhaus,t System

1983 CR125 KITS
BIG POWER BOOST

WORKS EXHAUST CHAMBER
INCREASED TOP-

. NEWI
4, FOR ‘83 CR126R

® Increased cooling

0 Special combustion

chamber

END POWER

% “&'44/1\\\\
1983 CR250R KIT
GREATER LOW- AND MID-RANGE

ME250W |

For more info contact: AMERICAN MUGEN, INC.
6944 Santa Fe Ave. East ®* Hesperia ® CA © 92345 ¢ (619)244-5425
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Mister Kniow-it-All

By
Rondo
Talbot

ATTENTION, ADVICE SEEKERS!

Since I’ve taken over this column,
the mail has been whelming. Over-
whelming is a word that is simply
not in my vocabulary. If you seek
advice of a mechanical nature, you
too can write in. However, a word
of warning is in order: I will not
tolerate dumb letters. Ignorance is
tolerable, but stupidity must be
avoided at all costs.

I suggest that inquiries be of an
earnest nature. I will not answer let-
ters about which bike you should
buy. If you do not have a pro-
nounced preference in motorcycles to
begin with, you would probably ac-
cept a bowl of tuna-flavored ice
cream without complaiht,

Questions about the somewhat
mysterious workings of engines and
suspensions will receive the most at-
tention. Unsolved trouble-shooting
problems can be handled easily by
me, and, in fact, bring a certain
measure of coarse satisfaction to my
somewhat jaded mind.

So, if you want to learn, drop a
line to old Rondo. If you merely
want to be amused, just hang around
a video arcade and drool on a Pac
Man machine.

Intelligent inquiries may be
directed to: Mr. Know-It-All, Rondo
Talbot, c/o DIRT BIKE Magazine,
10600 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission
Hills, CA 91345.

Typewritten letters will be given
preferential freatment.

IN SEARCH OF TRUE SLOTH
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

Why doesn’t anyone make an electric
starter for dirt bikes? Kicking my bike
over is one of my least favorite things
in the world. I'm also thinking about
getting a Husky Automatic, but my
dealer says they quit making them. Is
this true?

T. Webster
Chicago, IL

Why not carry all this to its logical
conclusion, Webster? Hire someone to
ride your bike for you and just sit back
and try to learn the intricacies of your
zipper.

Husky will bring out a full 500cc
Automatic in 1984. For 1983, they
stopped production of the Autos to
improve reliability in certain crucial

areas. Perhaps a letter to the Husky
engineers will get them to add an electric
starter, or maybe even a small tank-
mounted video arcade to amuse you
while you wait for the electric starter.

SPRING FORTH, FALL BACK
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

My Honda 250 (1982 model) is
sagging in the rear end. My dealer said
to crank in some more preload. I already
have almost two inches of preload. The
thing isn’t working real well right now.
Will more preload help? I don’t want to
spend big bucks on another shock.

Harold Spencer
Pittsburgh, PA

Your dealer should not be allowed
near anything sharper than a Twinkie if
he freely offers advice like that. Adding
preload to any spring merely increases
the rate of the first inch of travel. In other
words, if you put one-half inch of preload
on a a 100-pound spring, the first inch
of travel will give you 50 pounds of
resistance. The second inch (and all
remaining inches) will still give you 100
pounds of increased force for each inch
of movement. You cannot change the
spring rate of any spring with preload
any more than you can teach a shoat to
win at Pac Man.

A heavier spring is a must and derision
at your dealer is most assuredly in order.
Do not ask your dealer for the correct
part number, as it will merely confuse him.

ROCKY ROADS
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

I ride enduros here in California and
seem to get flat tires every time I ride.
My buddies tell me to run a higher tire
pressure, but every time I do that, the
bike handles badly. If it means
anything, I ride an XR200.

Paul Daniels
Los Angeles, CA
Dear Daniels,

It means less than nothing that you
choose to ride an XR200. Your problem
would be the same even if you com-
peted in a 1967 Buick. I have had more
than modest success with the following
under horribly rocky conditions. Con-
sider: Use a 3.25 x 21 four-ply Metzeler
up front. The slightly greater tire
diameter will not affect your speedo
readings. If it did, it wouldn’t matter,
because you probably can’t keep time
anyway.

At the rear, try an IRC six-ply-rated
tire. In both tires, run either Hi-Point
Six Days tubes or Metzeler tubes. Run
16 psi in the rear and 14 in the front.
Your flat days will be reduced dramati-
cally, if not completely eliminated. A
silent bow in my direction and quiet
reflection will be sufficient thanks. []

Husqgvarna:
An Expensive Tradition
Becomes
An Affordable Offer.

Quality and value never come cheap. But sometimes they're easily attained. Take Husqvarna for example.
The motorcycle world has known of their quality, craftsmanship, and championship winning performance
for over 80 years. And also of their expense.

What the world has often missed is the outstanding value received with every Husqvarna. On a value per
dollar basis, Husquarna is unbeatable.

And now, with a very limited offer on select, new motorcycles, Husqvarna is increasing this value even
further. By asking for less, yet giving you more. For example:

Purchase a new 1982 Husqvarna 430XC, the King of the Off-Road Open class at an unbelievable price
and receive free a Husky Products 4 gallon plastic tank complete with 1983 graphics.

Purchase a new 1982 Husqvarna 250CR and receive all the standard equipment; long travel suspension;
Ohlins gas shocks; aluminum tank and silencer. To this Husqvarna adds a Husky Products 4 gallon plastic
tank with 1983 graphics and a Husky Products Skid Plate. You end up with two tanks and a motorcycle
capable of winning motocross, desert or hare scrambles.

Purchase any new 1982 Husqvarna 250XC and get a Husky Products 4 gallon plastic tank with 1983
graphics. It's the ultimate off road machine.

These and other select Husqvarna machines are part of a special offering now under way at your Husqvarna
Dealer. All machines are brand new. All come complete with the Husqvarna written warranty.

Now you can experience the prestige associated with owning a Husqvarna for scarcely more than the cost
of a used machine. But hurry, because the expensive tradition will never again be this affordable.

Husqvarna 4925 Mercury Street, San Diego, California 92111 (619) 565-1414

HONDA

KAWASAKI
SUZUKI
YAMAHA

SEND $ 3. includi ke, model, and
Four Stroke o i Dot A osic S0
Horsepower For Product Bulletin.

Singles — Twins

& In-Line Fours

FOR PERFORMANCE
CALL MON-THUR;
7AM.-5:30P.M. 503/382- 6395

P.O. BOX 1206 DD6
BEND, OR 97709
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Riders Write !

HOW HEAVY IS IT?
Dear Dirt Bike:

My friends and I live in a small com-
munity in western Montana, in the
midst of some very rugged mountain
country. Our question is: Why do you
consider a machine of only. . .say, 250
pounds too heavy? We ride 500cc four-
strokes. My own is an XR500, which I
use for everything—high-speed fire
roads, bottomless mud holes, hopping
trailer-sized boulders and cross-country
mountain climbing of over 10,000 feet.
I have yet to feel that my XR is too
heavy for this type of riding, although
lifting it out of a mud hole, after sink-
ing it to the gas cap, can sometimes be
a strain.

We have found this type of machine
to be the only kind that can reliably
make the climbs and still have the speed
to make riding interesting. Uncounted
times we have passed two-strokes dead,
overheated, and being pushed up the
trails. Is this why you want them light?
So they can be pushed easier?

Mike Richardson
Deer Lodge, MT

“Lifting it can sometimes be a
strain.’’ Light bikeés are easier to lift out
of mud holes. Heavy bikes can do the

job, no problem, but wouldn’t it be
nice if your XR weighed, say, 30
pounds less? If we keep griping about
it, someday it just may come true.

BLATANT CHAUVINISM
Dear Dirt Bike:

Today I was sitting in Spanish class
('m a freshman in high school) and
overheard two girls talking about
motorcycles. I turned around and asked
one of them if she had a dirt bike. She
said, “Of course I do!” Then I asked
her what kind (thinking she was going
to say an 80 of some kind), and she
said a KTM 250MX. I dropped open
my jaw in disbelief and turned back
around. You see, I have a Suzuki
RM125T and she surprised me with
her answer! Then she told me that she
was going to sell her KTM because she
couldn’t pull in her clutch! She also
said that she was just going to get a
YZ125J. I couldn’t believe the things
she was saying. Well, I guess the sport
isn’t just for the male sex anymore! A
KTM 250 . . . jeez!

Steve Duxbury

Whittier, CA
P.S. Why doesn’t Webb get a haircut!
Steve, you chauvinistic twit! Girls have

been riding motorcycles quite some time—
have you had your head in the sand
lately? Wait till the girls sitting behind
you read this letter. You'll be lucky if you
don’t get roosted into the ground. And
Webb doesn't get his hair cut because
normal scissors can’t cut the stuff.

EAST vs. WEST
Dear Dirt Bike

I am an avid reader of Dirt Bike and ‘
have heard unverified information from
friends that the magazine is produced
in two publications each month: one for
the Eastern region of the country and
one for the West. If there is in fact an
Eastern edition I would appreciate
information as to how I might subscribe
to receive it. I am an active enduro
rider and thought maybe the East
would have more articles about tight
woods riding. I would appreciate your
response.

Don Cody
Mt. Pleasant, TX

If there is an Eastern edition of Dirt
Bike, somebody’s in an awful lot of
trouble. Seriously now, we thought about
putting out an Eastern edition,. but we
couldn’t find anyone who would translate

the magazine into Arabic.

No, really, there is only one Dirt Bike_
in the whole USA, and even though
we’re rooted down in barren Southern
California, we try to get in as many tight
trees as we can.

A TAXING QUESTION
Dear Dirt Bike:

Our son has been racing for five
years; we have spent a lot of time and
money for him to do this. My question
is, why can’t we take these expenses off
our income tax? We know a lot of peo-
ple who do, but our tax office says they
don’t know how they are doing it unless
they take it off on their business as an
expense. We know a lot of these people
do not have businesses.

Our son has been in the 80cc Expert
class for two years and is not sponsored
by anyone but us. This year he will be
riding in the 125 B class. Please, if you
can give us any information, we would
appreciate it.

Name withheld
by request

Funny thing, we get lots of letters on
this subject at the same time each year.
Your questions are something you
should definitely take up with a tax

lawyer rather than us. Still, according
to the IRS, you would be able to
deduct the expenses involved with rac-
ing only if you were doing it profes-
sionally—meaning to say, if you were
trying to make a living at it. At an
amateur level, racing is considered a
hobby, and hobbies are not tax de-
ductible.

DON’T COAST
Dear Dirt Bike:

My Husky manual says not to run
the bike for an extended amount of
time on idle, as the transmission doesn’t
get proper lubrication. On our 70- to
80-mile trips in the mountains, we
sometimes shut the engines off and
coast two to five miles to save gas. Will
this hurt the bike?

D.L. Hayden
Sumner, WA

According to Husky, it’s not a good
idea. At idle, with the transmission in
neutral, one set of gears is rotating on
the input and output shaft, rather than
turning the shafts. Without the shafts
turning, as well as the rest of the gears,
the oil is not splashed around over the
gears, which is the essence of transmis-
sion lubrication. Coasting has the same

effect, only in reverse. It’d be best to
carry extra gas and leave the engine
running.

XC, OR NOT XC
Dear Dirt Bike:

I have ridden a ’78 DT175E for
several years. I feel I have outgrown it.
I was considering purchasing an XC125
Husky, and I would like your opinion
on it, for fun, trailriding, and the oc-
casinal spin around a track for kicks. I
figure I can upgrade it to a 175 later, or
do you think a Japanese 175 would be
better?

W.E. Vautrain
Oklahoma

For the type of riding you described
in your leter, we would suggest a
Japanese 175 rather than the XCI25.
The XC has a great suspension and an
excellent frame, but the power output
leaves much to be desired. It works best
under a rider who doesn’t mind scream-
ing its guts out all day long—not very
good for casual riding. A PE, IT, XR,
or KDX175 would make you extremely
happy after getting off a DT175. Check
out our 200cc class shootout in the May
'83 issue of DB. [J
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’82 650 Nighthawk"

SAVE $450
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NOW YOU SEE THEM.

‘82 XL500R

SAVE $300

‘82 Silver Wing" Interstate"

SAVE $650

NOW YOU DON'T.

Honda introduces the Redline

Super Sale.

Now, while they last, you can buy the
Honda youve always wanted. At a price you

may never see again.

WeVve lowered the suggested retail price
on some of our best motorcycles. As much as
$6507 And your dealer may go even lower.

ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET AND EYE PROTECTION. © 1983 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Which means you can get a great deal

on a brand new Honda.

It also means youd better hurry. With
deals like these, it’s only a matter of time before

everything disappears.

HONDA
REDLINE SUPER SALE

*Actual savings will vary by dealer. Rear view mirrors are standard equipment.
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EXPANDO JERSEYS

Fox Grand Prix jerseys are designed by
Roxy of France, and match the Moto-X Fox
race pants. The jerseys are made of a stretch
satin and cotton fabric. Also, they have an ex-
pandable trim on the sides for added comfort.
Fox says that the GP jerseys offer more pro-
tection than regular jerseys and last longer, to
boot. Check with your dealer or Moto-X Fox,
520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, CA 95008.

HAND-OUTS

O’Neal’s new Ultra-Lite gloves are designed
by Yoko of Finland and feature the latest in
comfort for the motocrosser. A bright nylon top
and goatskin palms are combined with three-
color elastic spandex that gives added move-
ment, making them more comfortable. Also,
the spandex allows air to circulate, keeping
your hands cool. There are a jillion color com-
bos and all sizes can be had. O’Neal Distribut-
ing, 9555 Owensmouth Ave., Chatsworth, CA
91311.

DURALINER TRUCK COATS

Durakon makes a truck liner that will keep
all that messy garbage, chain lubes, pre-mix,
etc., from gumming up your nice new truck.
Also, it protects the bed from the scratches
those slippery toolboxes leave when they slide
around on the bed. They're made to take hard
impacts, are impervious to acids, gasoline,
cleaners and the like, plus they look cool. Send
aline to Durakon, P.O. Box 694, Grand Blanc,
MI 48439.

HOLD ME TIGHT

Get a handle on your new Husky XC or WR
with the Husky Handles from Mountain High
Motorcycle. Finished in a chilling Arctic White,
the Husky Handles bolt right ot between the
seat mounts and the existing luggage rack
mounts on the back of the bike. Makes the job
of lifting the rear end out of a mud hole a whole
bunch easier. They retail for $12.95, and are
available to fit '78 through '82 WR, OR, XC,
and AE models. More info can be obtained
from Mountain High Motorcycle, P.O. Box
2589, Sun Valley, |D 83353; 208-788-4850.

SHORE 'NUFF TRAILERS

For all of you who don’t have the luxury of
a van or truck, a trailer is a must. Shoreline
Products is manufacturing an all-new wide
motorcycle trailer. The new M6W can be had
in three models, ranging from carrying
capacities of 850 to 1450 pounds, and with two,
three or four rails. For more info on Shoreline
trailers, trail a line to Shoreline Products, P.O.
Box 848, Arlington, TX 76010.

JT’s new pants feature their ‘‘World Cham-
pion’’ style, and were wrapped around Danny
LaPorte during his title-seeking first year. They
are made of a new ‘‘satinyl” fabric, have high-
tech knee and shin guard protectors and an
on-going JT stripe down the sides of the pants.
Every team combination is available, and the
newest color is the blue/white Honda pants.
David Bailey and Johnny O are wearing them.
JT Racing U.S.A., 303 W. 35th St., Suite C,
National City, CA 92050.

PLACE MATS? NO, NOT THAT!
Malcolm Smith’s numberplate ovals are
made of tough vinyl so they won’t smear, rip
or tear right after you put them on. The adhe-
sive on the back is super sticky, letting you put
them on curved surfaces without those ugly
wrinkles and bubbles. Colors are white, black,
yellow and clear. For $5.95 you get three, and
remember, they work well under a hot dish of
noodles. Malcolm Smith, 7563 Indiana Ave.,

Riverside, CA 92504; 714-687-1300. [J
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WE’'RE LETTING THE PRICE

OUT OF THE BAG.

While others might offer you a $20 valued Flight Bag like
this for $6 or S7 with purchase, Sinisalo sends it to you
free as a special limited-offer during June and July.
When you order at least two (2) items from the list
below, Sinisalo will include a free Flight Bag so you’ll
look great whether you're wearing your new gear or
carrying it. Here is a selection of the hottest riding wear
from our new Flying Colors catalog —

JET PANTS tough nylon wlleather & Spandex panels $ 99.95
AIR PANTS like JET but w/cool, vented front-panel $139.95
Sizes 28-36/in popular team colors

PRO-MX GLOVES calfskin palms, stretch sides + extra padding $ 29.95
Call for colors or see catalog

2 SEC. BOOTS ultrafast leather boot w/many features $157.95
Sizes 6-13/in red,yel,blu,wht, or blk
TEAM JERSEY 100% cotton w/bold screened-graphics $ 21.95

Sizes S, M, L, XL/in popular team colors

At Sinisalo we combine the innovative cutting edge of
European design with a tradition of old-world craftsman-
ship to produce products that will serve you in style and

comfort for a very long time. You can order with con-
fidence from the world's largest manufacturer of protec-
tive sport gear — Sinisalo. We bring you the highest
quality products, made in Finland where we still pay

" attention to details.

“SINISALD

SINISALO USA CORPORATION
15510 Rockfield Blvd./Unit C

Irvine, CA 92714

(714) 768-4188

7 s W S s G e e S

FLIGHT BAG — Made of water

resistant canvas, it features
two (2) zippered compart-
ments plus an adjust-
able nylon
shoulder
strap.

A‘;—%w‘

Retail Value
$19.95. Flight Bag
measures 14" L X
10-1/2" H X 7" W
(approx.)

e D

Place your order by phone and charge your purchase by
VISA or MASTERCARD. Be sure to mention this offer to
receive your free Flight Bag, or clip this coupon and
send it along with your mail order. If you don’t already
have one, you’ll want to send S3. for a complete 16-page,
full-color Flying Colors catalog. It's the MX rider's
ultimate wish book.

This special offer is valid 6/1/83 through 7/31/83 and limited to supplies
on hand, so we must send you our choice of bag color. All prices are
subject to change without notice.
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HONDA XR350R

MISSION POSSIBLE!:

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

N

Finally, a competitive four-stroke

our job, should you accept it, is to
design and deliver a complete
motorcycle. One that handles, is light-
weight, and easy to ride. This machine must
be rugged beyond belief, yet sensitive
enough to be competitive. The final pro-
duct must have the capabilities of a finely
honed weapon. An enduro weapon. Its op-
position will be tough, as they have all had
years of experience conjuring up equipment
for this purpose. One final note: Said
motorcycle must be a four-stroke.
While the technical engineers watched

motorcycling public showed an interest in
it. Honda’s new master plan called for a
bike with similar power characteristics, but
more everywhere. Now the question was
whether a bike equipped with a larger en-
gine than the 250, yet smaller than the 500,
was salable. As far as racers were c¢on-
cerned, the main objective was the four-
stroke class. No sizes here. Just a division
set aside for thumper addicts.

For the public interested in a trail bike,
a little larger motor would have no effect
on its salability. The decision agreeably

Light weight and snappy thrttle response let

stay forward and gas it.

the tape smoke, burn, then finally
disintegrate, they stared, yet did not see.
All of them were in deep thought about the
proposed task. This would be one of the
toughest yet; 100-percent conviction by all
involved would surely be a must. Still, that
might not be enough. A game plan was
needed; first and foremost, the size of the
machine would be critical. . ..
THE DEVIL’S ALTERNATIVE

For years, Honda has sold an XR250.
It’s always been a fun bike, too slow and
too heavy, but a certain percentage of the
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panned out in favor of a 350. For the East-
ern woods freaks, a 350 would mean more
punch than the old 250XR. Its main com-
petition would come from 250 two-strokes.
Also, it wouldn’t try to convert the big-bore
four-stroke enthusiasts. They want 500cc’s
or better.

Next, the type of powerband. For riders
interested in competition, a snappy reyver
engine is preferred. Still, the trailer needs
gobs of low-end that lets him cruise and lug
the motor. A wide-ratio transmission with
six speeds would accommodate the ma-
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jority. The engine would have to suit the
masses: enough down low and still be able
to hit some heavy upper Rs. This would not
be easy.

MID-RANGE BIG-BORE

Without going into a stale synopsis con-
cerning the various yeas and nays of the
new 350 motor, we’ll give you some perti-
nent facts about design and performance.
First, stamped right on the head are the let-
ters ‘“‘RFVC.”” This translates to Radial
Four Valve Combustion. The valves are
aligned radially, letting them cover the
greatest area possible. Add a flat dome
piston and you have a mid-bore, high com-
pression engine.

There are two carburetors. The primary
carb handles all the jetting requirements.
The secondary carb works from half throt-
tle on up. It contains only a main jet, no
pilot or needle jet. With two carburetors,
the hitch normally found in four-strokes
vanishes. This makes for better response
down low, and gives the engine a chance
to rev out with the secondary carb, or the
high-velocity unit.

One of the drawbacks with most two-
carb setups is fuel spit-back.This is raw gas
that is shot back from one carb to the
other, instead of into the combustion
chamber. It gives the engine a stumbling
effect, or a slight hitch, in the throttle
response. Honda mounted a reed valve be-
tween the two intake ports. This is only
open when the primary carb is working.
From mid-range to full throttle, when the
secondary carb is open, the reed valve
closes. This lets both carbs supply the
motor with a fuel/air mixture through the
intake ports, and eliminates any spit-back
into the primary carb.

FOCUS ON WEIGHT

Okay, the engine is all new. What about
the chassis? Nearly all four-strokes suffer
from a bad case of excess fat. The weight
is carried high, making them handle like
Pontiacs, rather than light, nimble fun
machines. Fact: The 82 XR250 tipped the
scales at 265 pounds—bone dry. No gas,
no oil (forks or trans). Honda set a goal
for the 350: take off 20 pounds. This would
put it at 245 pounds, a livable figure.

With no gas in the tank, but everything
else ready to go, we set the XR on the
trampled but totally accurate DB scales
(precise to .000124 octaves per quadriceps).
Amazingly, it hit 249 pounds. Honda just
about nailed its goal of taking off the 20
pounds of suet—and not at the expense of
flimsy suspension components. All of the
running gear is first-class: long-travel forks,
Pro-Link rear—basic late-generation moto-
cross stuff.

Big 4lmm Showa forks have 11 inches
of travel. Stock, they come with eight-
weight oil, 62 inches from the top of the
tubes. The back half is equipped with a
Pro-Link single shock that has 10.6 inches
of travel. There is a four-way adjustable
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rebound clicker and 12 settings for com-
pression.

In an effort to keep the weight down, the
shock body and all the linkage is made of
aluminum. The triple clamps are aluminum
and most of the big bolts have dished-out
heads to help shave off more ounces.

Both hubs are small, but house excellent
brakes. The front is a single-leading shoe
model with plenty of muscle. This too saves
on weight over a dual-leading shoe setup.
The swingarm is steel painted aluminum.
Slots in the back of the swingarm make for
a quick-change rear wheel.

WORKIN’ OUT

We had a chance to ride and race the XR
on a variety of terrain. There’s no doubt
where the bike is most at home: the woods.
Anything tight and twisty, slow and gnar-
ly, and the 350 is the dream four-stroke.
With a sharp 26-degree rake and a short
wheelbase (55.3 inches) quickness is its
forte.

For all but the most casual trailriding,
the forks are far too soft. We pumped ten-
weight oil into them, five inches from the
top of the tubes. This firmed them up just
right for all concerned. On the shock, we
felt that, for the majority, the compression
setting was fine. It’s set at six clicks out.
Rebound felt the best at either two or three
clicks.

With the suspension balanced out, we
could now get into some serious riding.
First off, there’s a drill for starting the XR.
There are two compression releases; one’s
automatic, the other manual. We never us-
ed the manual lever. A sharp snap at the
lever always got it chugging in just a few
kicks. You can’t rest your foot on it and
then slop the lever down. This results in zip-
po. Simply jab at the pedal in one quick
stroke. It’ll fire up.

It takes a while to warm up, then pro-
ceed. With the forks firmed up, water bars
and ripple bumps are handled in fine
fashion. Even at high speeds, like desert
use, the bike slams true and straight—
amazing, considering the short wheelbase.
Tight work requires nothing strange from
the rider. Stay up on the tank, pivot and
gas. It minds quite well, even considering
the mild power delivery. Momentum is the
key to riding the XR fast.

Trails and woods sections should be at-
tacked. The 350 will rev far past the point
of sanity. Racers should use this tactic.
Don’t short-shift and lug the motor. It’ll
g0, but not real fast. You have to ride it
like a two-stroke. Stay on the upper part
of the power curve, then shift it at the
melting point. Cruisers shouldn’t fear the
revving aspect of the bike. It can be rid-
den slowly. Way down low there’s enough
grunt to take even the sloppiest of riders
up and over some gruesome territory.

Two things are a must: One is the jet-
ting. Some of the first bikes were coming
with a 45 pilot jet in the primary carb. This
must be changed to a 48 (after the first
batch received, this was done at the fac-
tory). A slight hitch in the mid-range could

A sharp 26-degree rake makes for quick
handling, a nice trait for four-stroke-
minded woods riders.
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ht
riders. The front fender was designed in
a wind tunnel, which is why it’s flared
around the forks. Supposedly, it forces
air down to the motor.

RFVC: Radial Fo

The engine puts out some good power
and is designed with Eastern riders in
mind. There is a manual and automatic
compression release.
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The tﬁnk is large, but not cumbersome. There’s a natural flow
from the seat onto the tank. Bars are too wide for tight woods;
hack an inch off each side.
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By unpopping two straps, the headlight/numberplate swings
out, letting you get to the wiring and the speedo.
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HONDA XR350R

be felt with the smaller pilot jet. On a four-
stroke, this lag is deadly. Once the 48 was
installed, the lag was gone.

Secondly, on hard, rough acceleration,
the clutch slips. Stiffer springs are a must.
You can get them from American Honda.
The code number is HC 150110. With the
stiffer springs, the clutch pull also gets
tougher. And, the problem isn’t completely
eliminated. Some slippage can be felt on
uphill whoops when the bike becomes air-
borne and then lands under a full-throttle
situation. It’s an annoying trait, but one
you’ll have to live with.

SAMPLE AND HOLD

Like all the latest Honda off-roaders, the
rims are the new Jaws style with rim locks.
On the rim itself, the valve-stem hole is big-
ger than normal and comes with a little rub-
ber cover to keep the crud out.

Tires are four-ply Bridgestones. The

Wheeiles are a sﬁap. A little cluth, a lot
of gas and that’s it. The front end is
lighter than previous XRs.

get near sand, and it’s dismal. Shell out for
a Metzeler or a Dunlop K139. We can’t
complain too much about the rear meat;
it hooked up all right. One problem that
might arise is the size. It’s a 17-inch tire,
and availability is sometimes a pain.

HONDA XR350R

ENGINE TYPE

BORE AND STROK

DISPLACEMENT

CARBURETION 261

FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: g
Primary/120; secondary/108

Air-cooled, OHC, 4-stroke
84.0mm x 61.3mm

NEEDLE JET.

JET NEEDLE : Primary/E3052C; secondary/E2053E

PILOT JET Primary/45; secondary/N/A

SLIDE NUMBER Primary/3.5; secondary/1.5
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE All gasolines,

91-plus octane

FUEL TANK CAPACTIY 12 L (3.2 gals.)
FUEL TANK MATERIAL
LUBRICATION
RECOMMENDED OIL
OIL CAPACITY ..
AIR FILTRATION
CLUTCH TYPE.
TRANSMISSION . .
GEARBOX RATIOS:

Wet sump motor
Honda 4-stroke
2L (21 qgts.)

. .Foam type

et, multi-disc

GEARING, FRONT/REAR.
IGNITION . .

RECOMMENDED SPARK
ND—X25EPR-U9
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SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTER/

Yeslyes/very good
.Up-pipe, right side
.Semi-double cradle
.1405mm (55.8 in.)

.310mm (12.2 in.)

.920mm (36.2 in.)

EXHAUST SYSTEM.

FRAME, TYPE. ..
WHEELBASE . ...... ..
GROUND CLEARANCE

SEAT HEIGHT

STEERING HEAD ANGLE (RAI

.Aluminum alloy

..90/80-21 6-ply Bridgestone
130/80-17 6-ply Bridgestone
SUSPENSION, TYPE AND TRAVEL:
Leading axle, 280mm (11.0 in.)
.Pro-Link, 270mm (10.6 in.)
il . .Enduro
COUNTRY OF OR il .Japan
RETAIL PRICE, APPROX
DISTRIBUTOR:
American Honda Motor Corp.
100 W. Alondra Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90247
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE
RINGS ONLY..
CYLINDER
SHIFT LEVER.
BRAKE PEDAL
FRONT SPROCI

The engine is a wet sump model. There’s
a replaceable oil filter that should be ser-
viced every other oil change. The cam rides
on ball bearings, and the cam chain ten-
sioner has a long slipper with a hard coating
and should wear well. Also, it automatical-
ly adjusts itself.

Stock chain is of the O-ring variety.
More weight savings here, as it’s 7.3 per-
cent lighter than last year’s chain.

The tool bag on the rear fender is a nice
touch, but it bothered some of the testers
when they got their weight back and over
the fender. We took it off.

Check every nut, bolt, spoke and clamp
for the first few rides. They all loosen
radically. By the way, you can run any type
of gas as long as it has an octane rating of
at least 91.

Water poses no problem for the XR; it’s
a submarine. In one stream crossing, the
water was flowing just under the tank, but
over the pipe, and it never coughed.

Rubber disconnects let the front head-
light/numberplate pivot out of the way,
giving access to the headlight and speedo
garbage. An optional quartz light is
available for night riders.

The front fender is a wild-looking unit
with flares. It supposedly directs air down
to the engine. We felt ittwas too short and
let crap build up on the engine in a mud
situation. A Gold Belt DeFender solved this
problem.

Like every Honda four-stroke we’ve
tested, the bike refuses to be shifted under
a load. This translates like so: You’re rev-
ving the engine, looking for maximum
power. At just the right moment you at-
tempt to speed-shift into a higher gear.
Forget it. You have to back off, use the
clutch, and then shift. Sorry.

The front end is light compared with
most strokers. Wheelies require no more
than a fan on the clutch lever and a blip
of the throttle.

A smart airbox, tucked up high, is easy
to service and very waterproof. The filter
can be removed in seconds and does a de-
cent job of passing air to the carbs.

Once again, the kickstarter requires
finesse. Proper placement of your foot is
critical or you’ll whack it on the footpeg.
This makes for lumps on Mr. Shinbone.

You can expect to get at least 70 miles
from a tankful of gas.

The speedo contains both an odometer
and a needle-reading gauge. Enduro riders
will tape off the video side of the unit and
use just the odometer.

THREAT OR MENACE?

Bottom line—we liked the XR350 a lot.
For a four-stroke, it’s light and has razor-
sharp manners, good for the woods-mind-
ed. In fact, enduro-oriented racers in-
terested in the four-stroke class could hard-
ly design a better motorcycle. It may lack
the punch of a two-stroke, be a little
heavier and somewhat tougher to maneuver
when the going gets tight, but there’s not
a valved machine around that does it as well
as the XR350R. []
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Being a World Champion means
' you're very, very good...

Leader

1983 Leader Sport Products

or very, very, BAD!

“Bad’ Brad Lackey is very particular about his equipment. After all, you
don’t get to be the World Champion by compromise, only by performance!

When it comes to eye protection Brad is especially critical, ““If you can’t see
well, you can’t win, period!”” Brad’s goggle choice is Leader. When asked why,
his answer was typically straight to the point, ‘““‘Great fit, great ventilation,
great protection. No scratch, no fog, no B.S.!"

We don’t think anyone has ever put it any better. Leader—quality you
expect from the world’s #1 manufacturer of protective eyewear.,

Leader Sport Products ® 60 Lake Shore Road ® Essex, NY 12936  518/963-4268 ® T1.X 646107TW1.ST

NO\;:I the rest must follow.



KAWASAKI KX500A1 MOTOCROSSER

. COLD POWER

It takes a few passes through the gears
before the KX runs clean. Then the rider
can twist the right grip and check out the
acceleration. At first, the Kawasaki pulls
like a freight train, lifting the front wheel
at mid-range as each higher gear is engaged.

After a few laps are put on the bike and
the rider starts to crank it on a bit, some
strange things happen. The KX starts to de-
tonate badly under heavy power at mid- to
upper rpm. . .and it starts to lose power as
the engine gets hotter. At the 15-minute
mark, the detonation is so heavy and the
pinging so pronounced, an air leak is sus-
pected.

Routine inspection and plug checks elim-
inate this. The plug is coal black and every-
thing is tight. After checking the manual,
we opened up the carb and inspected the
jetting. Poor gasoline was eliminated as a
possible source of grief because we were
running 92-octane leaded ’76 with more
than enough octane booster added.

ast year, Kawasaki regrouped and

decided to do a complete rework
on its Open class bike. It was no big secret
that the 1981 KX420 was less than a rav-
ing success. So, rather than try to update
a lost cause, Kawasaki eliminated the big
bike from its 1982 lineup, and hit the mid-
night-oil route.

What you see here is the result of a year’s
work. Virtually nothing is held over; the
KX500 started life as a clean sheet of paper.
And, on paper, it’s got everything going for
it. The KX500 is one of the lightest of all
the 500cc motocross bikes, weighing in at
only three pounds more than the feather-
weight Honda. Remove the side stand, and
that gap narrows by one and a half pounds.
The Honda does not come with a side
stand, by the way.

The list of goodies is impressive: 43mm
Kayaba forks with a tidy disc brake up
front, aluminum alloy arm at the rear with
a newer Uni-Trak suspension, a five-speed
gearbox (hooray!) and a massive 499cc en-
gine to move the whole works down the
road.

5
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After a year off from the MX wars, the KX500 returns to do battle. Shift side of the
engine shows tidy construction. Powerplant is roomy and easy to work on.

GET A MILK CRATE

The KX is big and tall. Shorter riders will
invariably catch a leg on the slightly raised
rear section as they get aboard. The right-
side-mounted kickstarter is high and awk-
wardly placed. A milk crate is a definite ad-
vantage for getting on the KX and getting
it fired up. When cold, it takes a good half-
dozen boots to get the fire lit. When hot,
it takes about three kicks and one of them
has to be forceful, with a full stroke. -

When the beast lights off, a good deal
of mechanical whirring is emitted from the
heavily finned engine. As the engine warms
up, the noise is reduced considerably, but
it still sounds as if it’s full of walnut shells
instead of bearings. Considerable vibration

is transmitted through the bars and grips  Newest Kawasaki Open bike bristles with all the latest trickery. It’s also a light
" as the bike is warmed up. package, weighing in at just a few pounds more than the Honda 480.
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The manual yielded a service bulletin that
shed some light on the subject. Here it is,
verbatim:

STANDARD SETTINGS

CARBURETOR
Main jet
Pilot jet
Needle jet
Jet needle
Slide e s Tl il e 3.0
Air screw 1Y% turns
Ignition timing
(I.5mm) BTDC @ 6000 rpm

Even though the manual advises that
both carburetion and ignition changes must
be made at the same time, we decided to
try one thing at a time to see what the dif-
ferences were. The carburetion change
alone turned the KX500 into a blubbering
mess. It robbed all of the low-end power,
sputtered through the mid-range and refus-
ed to rev out on top.

Changing the timing helped a bit and
even made the KX slightly easier to start,
but there was still heavy detonation and
pinging. Eventually, the bike seized. We
pronounced the bike ‘‘unridable’’ and went
back to the plush, well-lit DB offices to
place frantic calls to various Kawasaki
sources. We were informed that the pro-
blem was with the shape of the head, and
that it was being worked on.

We did some experimenting of our own
and found that by adding one more head
gasket, the detonation all but disappeared.
It mellowed out the big KX some, but let
it live under prolonged abuse.

As it stands now, the KX500 runs as well
as it’s going to without major head work.
With the double head gasket setup, we were
able to go back to stock jetting but still run
the timing at the alternate setting.

HOW’S SHE RUN?

Right off the bottom end, the KX hits
a bit soft, much like an old Suzuki RM465.
The mid-range punch is impressive and you
have to hang on when it does hit. The re-
duced compression (via the double head
gasket) lets the KX rev out further than in
stock trim. On level ground, the KX will
run about one length behind a CR480 Hon-
da through the gears. However, from cor-
ner to corner, the superior low-end punch
of the Honda lets it leap out earlier.

The KX500 seems to rev quicker than all
of the other 500cc bikes we’ve ridden. This
can be helpful on short straights if the
ground isn’t too rough, but if it’s choppy
and rutted, the rider must take care to roll
the throttle on. Too much too soon, and
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ALTERNATE SETTINGS
CARBURETOR

Main jet

Pilot jet

Needle jet

Jet needle

Air screw
Ignition timing
(I.Imm) BTDC @ 6000 rpm

the violent burst at mid-range will have the
machine doing a tango down the track.

We found that our best lap times were
achieved by brutalizing the clutch and stay-
ing out of the lower part of the powerband.
In other words, we rode the bike as if it
were a muscular 250.

For trailriding or cross-country riding,
there’s enough power to chew up hills.
And, as delivered, the top speed of the KX
is more than most riders will ever use,
unless they encounter a good, long fire
road.

SUSPENSION

The 43mm Kayaba forks on our test KX
were excellent. We never even bothered to
mess around with air pressures or oil levels.
They were just fine as delivered. If you feel
the urge to tamper, there are heavier and
lighter fork springs available. For the
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Sanitary master cylinder on the bars has
proven to be relatively trouble-free. The
banjo fitting should be angled up from
level to increase the braided line life.

&

Reservoir for the Kayaba shock is right-
side mounted and easy to reach for
adjustments, but could use a stronger
mounting setup. Single Uni-Trak link is
aluminum and offers a true rising rate.
Weight is reduced on all of the suspen-
sion components.

record, the standard oil level is 6.4 to 6.5
inches from the top with the forks com-
pressed, springs removed. Ten-weight oil
is fine. Some fast local Experts said that
they raised the oil level to six inches, but
stayed with the stock springs.

The Uni-Trak rear end takes some time
to settle in properly. It’s difficult to make
sensible adjustments until the seals on the
shock seat and the spring sag settle. The
Uni-Trak rear end is very sensitive to minor
changes in preload and rebound
adjustment.

It’s easy to.get to the damper adjustment
knob, which is located on the top of the
shock. However, to adjust the preload is
another matter entirely. To do it properly,
you have to remove the entire shock from
the frame—about a 20-minute chore. Sav-
vy Kawa}saki owners use a slightly modified

e
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Super stopper! You can’t want more
brake than this.

his head.

Suzuki Floater preload tool, or make a long
drift with a notched end and hammer the
ring with the shock in place. All things con-
sidered, though, there is no sanitary way
to get the preload adjustment done. What
Kawasaki needs to do is move the preload
rings to the top of the shock body and
move the rebound damper adjustment
knob to the bottom. Perhaps next year?

Once we got our KX dialed in to handle
the big bumps properly, two things became
clear: 1. The KX rear end was no longer
supple over the smallish bumps and trans-

mitted a harsh feel, especially when brak- .

ing over stutter bumps; and 2. The bike
steered best with the preload set up frac-
tionally higher than at the maximum com-
fort level. Much of this is due, no doubt,
to the more than generous 29-degree rake
of the front end. Without substantial
preload at the rear, the KX does not like
to turn.

Dirt Bike’s own Wolfman Webb flashes for the camera. A moment later, he was on

SPEAKING OF TURNING. ..

The KX worked only one way in loose
corners—lots of power. You literally had
to give it a blast to snap the front end
around. Hesitation gave inaccurate steer-
ing. On hard-packed turns, the rider got the
best results by getting up on the tank and
squaring it off, then getting on the gas hard
with clutch-controlled slippage.

As for sliding, forget it. The KX just did
not like to deal with sweepers in any sort
of reasonable fashion. It was much hap-
pier making a series of sharp pivots out of
any lengthy turn. It’s fair to say that the
Kawasaki KX500 is much happier in a ver-
tical attitude than leaned over. This is pret-
ty much normal for tallish bikes. And with
a 39-inch saddle height, the KX500 is most
assuredly not a mini.

BETWEEN THE CORNERS

On bumpy straights, the KX tracks

amazingly true as long as the power is on.

Front numberplate is wire screen and
will not accept regular numbers. It’s
supposed to let some cooling air down
to the top of the engine. Cable routing
for the brake line is excellent.

When the throttle is chopped, there is no
headshake, as with so many of the other
long-travel modern bikes. However, if a
bad bump is hit with the power off, the
chassis will let you know it by doing an un-
settling little rear-end shudder-and-hop.

The layout that’s peculiar to all KXs will
make it easy for the rider to get back on
the bike. That same ‘‘too close to the bars,
pegs forward’’ layout will make it difficult
for many riders to get forward, too. It all
depends on how your particular anatomy
gets along with the bike. Getting the right
forward-and-aft movement will greatly
reduce the rear-end uneasiness when brak-
ing from those high-speed straights. Some
long-time KX riders told us that they let the
momentum push their bodies forward
when braking at the end of a straight to set
up for a turn. You either learn to ride a KX
loose, or have trouble adapting to it. It’s
a bike with a very strong personality.
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BITS AND PIECES

The KX500 does not have a safety sad-
dle and absolutely does not need one. The
transition from the seat to the tank is a
smooth, natural one. Style does not always
blend with function.

Brakes at both ends are powerful, with
the front disc being just about above
reproach. We did experience a lot of stall-
ing with an overly sensitive rear brake.
However, this is more than likely traceable
directly to Kawasaki’s use of a light engine
flywheel, and is no fault of the braking
system itself.

Both clutch and brake action at the bars
are first-rate. Excellent guides keep the

brake line in order. Some leakage can be
found on the braided steel brake line, up
near the banjo fitting, after extended use.
In order to reduce the possibility of a too
sharp bend, the banjo fitting should be
angled up above horizontal to lessen the
angle under full fork compression.

The fancy wire-mesh numberplate will
not accept normal stickum numbers. You
will either have to bolt on plastic num-
bers—as we did—or change to a conven-
tional plate.

A small thing: The grips drew rave
reviews. They’re very much like the ex-
cellent Honda grips, but smaller and even
more comfortable.

ENGINE TYPE.......... Air-cooled, 2-stroke, single
BORE AND STROKE . ........... 86.0mm x 86.0mm
(3.39x3.39 in.)
DISPLACEMENT ... ...l 499cc
CARBURETION . ................. Mikuni VM38SS
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
MAINIET: st AR e 152.5
NEBDLE JET ittt il S-2
JETNEEDLE ot e R A 6CG5-3
PIEOTET R O G 70
SLIDENUMBER il s el 3.0
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE ............ Premium,
. 92-plus octane
FUEL TANK CAPACITY...... ..9.0 L (2.4 gals.))
FUEL TANK MATERIAL .. ................. Plastic
LUBRICATION.................... Pre-mix at 20:1
RECOMMENDED OIL . ... ..... Kawasaki 2-stroke oil
OIL CAPACITY, GEARBOX........... 0.8L (0.9 qt)
AIRFILTRATION .. ...........ooovnnns Oiled foam
CLUTCH ITYRE S RSB Wet, multi-plate
TRANSMISSION . ... ... Lvuinniiiine, 5-speed
GEARBOX RATIOS:
............................... 2.000 (32/16)
2 ............................... 1.454 (32/22)
< R U SRR S E 1.181 (26/22)
4 ............................... 0.954 (21/22)

.. 0.791 (19/24)

GEARING FRONT/REAR: 0 G bnt i 14/43
IGNITION .. .............. CDI pointless
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? .. ................. Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG. . .....NGK B9EGU
—NGK BRIEG

SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTER/
QUALITY: i M Silencer only, fairly loud
EXHAUST SYSTEM . .......... High-pipe, right side

KAWASAKI KX500A1

FRAME S TYRE a0 o Gisiie Single downtube,
split cradle
WHEELBASE kit [ ion 1480mm (58.27 in.)
GROUND CLEARANCE . .. ....... 340mm (13.39 in.)
SEATHEIGHT . .. .00 il 990mm (39.0 in.)
STEERING HEAD ANGLE (RAKE) . ............ 290
TRAIL R D 122mm (4.8 in.)
WEIGHT, WITHNOGAS . . .............. 230.9 Ibs.
(with side stand)
RIMMATERIAL ................... Aluminum alloy
TIRE SIZE AND TYPE:
FRONTCRTRGNEer 3.00 x 21 Dunlop K490
REAR bR A 5.10 x 18 Dunlop K490
SUSPENSION, TYPE AND TRAVEL:

FRONT: S o 43mm Kayaba telescopics,
air/oil, adj. comp. damping, 300mm (11.81 in.) travel
REAR/ LSS Uni-Trak, single Kayaba
gas/oil shock, aluminum arm, adj. rebound damping,

305mm (12.01 in.) travel

INTENDEDIUSE 113 iR Motocross
COUNTRYOFORIGIN .................... Japan
RETAIL PRICE APPROX. . .. ............... $2399
DISTRIBUTOR:

Kawasaki Motor Corp., U.S.A,
2009 E. Edinger Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705

714-835-7000
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:

PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE . .. ...... $49.84
RINGIONLY i oibaicaotiane s 7.42
CYLINDER (il et el 245,30
SHIET LEYERU i rsiiib gt sy 19.32
BRAKEPEDAL ......................... 33.00
FRONT SPROCKET ..................... 15.64
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To turn the KX500, a healthy dose of
throttle was necessary, aspecially in
loose, sandy corners.

Plan on having your tank stickers curl
up like bacon on a grill and leave ugly
swatches of gray adhesive that’s next to im-
possible to remove.

Dunlop K490 tires are stock. Decent
rubber.

A handsome gold-anodized aluminum
swingarm is surrounded with lots of well-
thought-out, lightweight pieces. A single
strut replaces the double uprights of last
year’s rear suspension.

A well-mounted aluminum silencer has
a unique feature: You repack it from the
opposite end. This prevents the packing
from blowing out, like a conventional cap-
ped end. Neat.

Top-quality plastic fenders and side trim
add a lot to the looks of the handsome
green and gold machine.

WAS IT WORTH A YEAR?

Ultimately, in spite of all of the top-
quality suspension and chassis goodies, the
KX500 is flawed by a confused engine.
With the standard jetting and ignition, it’ll
run as fast and as strong as any Open class
production bike around. But it won’t sur-
vive. Stock, the engine is a fuse looking for
a place to light.

With the alternative jetting and ignition,
the KX runs so fuzzily that it’s no fun to
ride. With the two head gaskets and the
stock settings it runs and lives, but the
power delivery is not what it could and
should be.

It’s possible that someone might just
come up with a proper head design that will
cure the flaw in an otherwise impressive
package, but until they do, the KX will re-
main a collection of tremendous parts all
held back by a thoroughly unhappy power-
plant. [J

ceo.. GEAR * *

Buy a pair of our Answer MX Pants at
the regular price of $99.95 and we'll
throw in a FREE Supercross Jersey
(reg. $19.95) and a FREE pair of Answer
5, MX Gloves (reg. $24.95). A savings of
nearly $45.00. Hurry! Supplies are
limited.

ANSWER MX PANTS..... $99.95
0 YAM [0 HON O KAW O Suz
Sizes 24 thru 38
SUPER CROSS JERSEYS . ... FREE
O YAM O HON O KAW [ Suz
SizzOSm OO Med OLlg OXL
ANSWER MX GLOVES ........ FREE
O yel/blu O yel/blk
O blu/wht O red/wht
Sizz OSm O Med O Lg

FREE BOOTSAVERS (reg. $19.95)
and FREE Heavy Duty Sox (reg.
$5.95) when you buy a pair of
Gaerne MX Boots at $139.95. A
savings of over $45.00 from their
suggested list price of $159.95

GAERNE MX BOOTS . ...
O red O bk [ blu
¥ Sizes 1-13

$139.95

FOR SUPER FAST DELIVERY CALL 312-377-RACE

NN R NN NN NN YO N NN NN XK YO X YRR K

Now has the Answer

!

SERIES 11l ANSWER CHROMOLY BAR .. ...... $22.95
[0 OWHI HANNAH [ OWLO BELL

) RH-D BARNETT [0 RC HANSEN

[J OWCR MINI [ RH-KX MINI

Color [ gold O blk 1 yel O red I blu

TANKCOVERS by ANSWER .................. 16.95
O YAM O HOwW (O Kaw [ Suz
80 0125 (250 03500

ANSWER HELMET VISORS . ..........oo0uune 3.95
Oecle CJblk O blu O red O yel [ wht

ANSWER TEAM HELMET VISORS . ............. 4.95
O YAM [0 HON [0 KAW [ SUZ [0 ANS

ANSWER CHEST PROTECTOR................ 42.95
O yel/blk [ blu/wht [ yel/blu [ red/wht
O Adult O Junior—under 90 Ibs.

TEAMWALLETS be v ilve ot i e hlisy 6.95
O YAM O HON O KW (O Suz

MUD PANTS F e oo narivivie s taossistasistoiss 53.95
O yel/blk [ red/blu [ yel/blu
Size 030 032 O34 36

MUD PAWS s s el o artieraiate s 3.95
O wht/blu (0 wht/red [0 wht/yel

TEAN AT S s e s e elatareia e o e biaCeis bcainthce 5.95
O YAM [JHON O KAW O Suz

ANSWER “PROTECTOR" SEAT ............... 27.95
Specify year, model & color

VENTED ANSWER MX JERSEY .. ............. 19.95
0 YAM O HON O KAW [0 Suz

0 Youth [ Adult

OSm O Med Olg OXL

DeBRUZER CROSSBAR PADS ................ 5.45
O red O yel O blu O blk

JONESIGOGALES:, (oo st e v oth 30.9!
O blu O g Oyel Ovred O bk O wht

b=

Total Enclosed

" BOOTSAVER GATORS ......... FREE CARLA TWIN AIR FILTERS ............... 1298
D YAM D HON D KAW D SUZ * or al nduro Bikes—give year and mode
HD.MXSOX........... FREE 1 ggL (Kinetic Energy Injectors) ............ovvvne..
gy HD. MKSOK....ooovene 125 I o
Ored O yel U blu : gigciff);)(;ear and model :
* »*
) WOW' THAT'S TUF TO BEAT : ST G R K s b vt s RV b st Ty 2.95 i
*****************:
ORDER FORM
And with your first order we'll send you our % 0 M/CVISA O MONEY ORDER
TUF RACING PRODUCTS catalog and stick- ,’t LUCHECRERILO,
ers. In it you'll find the full line of TUF ¥ MName
RACING PRODUCTS with names like Scott, X500 Address
M. Robert, Metzler, Hallman, Answear, ; ciy e
Gold Belt, Schelgor, Boyesen and more. All *
at a price that's TUF to beat. You will also i it
receive details on our rider support program. M- VSRorMCH EXpISS
* Signature
»*
»

to your racing needs

*FREE GEAR*

e e eas oo sessssssssdssshasdssssdsdssssdssdsessssstdsssssssssssset e

)
AN EREE ... ..

HAUMAN [
f

HALLMAN PROGP PANTS .. ................ 95.95
[J YAM/USA 0 YAM/EURO O HON (3 SuZ

1 HUS [0 MAICO 0O KTM 00 KAW

Sizes 28-36

DE COSTER 11" GLOVES . 'sis oo oloivisjo asaloiaisioals 23.95
[ yel/blk O blu/wht [ yel/blu [ red/wht
0 Sm [ Med O Lg

WORLD CLASS JERSEYS .........,......... 16.95
[ YAM/USA [ YAM/EURO [ HON [0 SUZ

[0 HUS [ MAICO [0 KTM [ KAW

0O Sm OMed OLlg OXL

HALLMAN KIDS MX PANTS . ................ 62.95
CJYAM [0 HON [ KAW [0 SUZ
02 024 026

HALLMAN KIDS LEATHER BOOTS ............ 94.95
03 04 O5
HALLMAN KIDS GLOVES ................... 18.95

O yel/blk [ yel/blu [ red/wht
O Sm O Med OLg

GOLD BELT COOLONES.................... 19.95
O blu/yel [ yel/blk O red/wht
[ blu/wht O3 red/blk 3 red/wht/blu

BOYESEN REEDS
R R o AR DR o {2 B DR 8.95
3 Petal .. T

4 Petal . .
6 Petal . .
8 Petal .
Specify year and model

)
-

M. ROBERT PLASTIC BOOTS . 99.95
O red O wht O blu
Sizes 7-12

HALLMAN LEATHER BOOTS .. 119.95
New from Sid:

[ yel/blk (3 red/blu

Sizes 6-12

MCSOR oAty Suliition o 5.95
[ red [ yel [ blu

Get going with TUF.

2.8 2.8 8.8.8.8.0.2.8.8.8.8.8.2.2.0.0.0.0 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ oSS0 3 0 S S

1. Prepaid orders over $10.00 will be shipped
FREIGHT FREE.

2. AILC.0.D. orders must be over $20.00 sent Freight
Collect

3. All pre-paid orders under $10.00 must include
$1.50 shipping.

4. Personal checks allow 20 days before shipping.
5. Be sure to include size, color, and bike make.

6. Include phone number so we can contact if
necessary.

7. Ilinois residents add 6% tax.

Tk kA A A A Ak kA ek sk sk ke e e e e e e ek ok ke ek Ak A Ak ek ok ok ok ok ok ok Rk Rk
TUF RACING PRODUCTS » 6N145 KNOLLWOOD DR., ST. CHARLES, IL60174 ¢ GET GOING WITH TUF
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FITNESS  GYM 500

“Let’s see...hmmm. ..I’'m only eight

The Performance Products’ Programmable computer enables the enduro rider to con-

miles late.”’

centrate more on riding and less on deciphering.

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS’ PROGRAMMABLE
ENDURO COMPUTER

Simplified timekeeping

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

or years, enduro riders have

dreamed of a machine that would
tell them exactly where they should be, all
of the time. No roll chart or buttons to re-
set, just a figure to match to their
odometers. Something to tell them whether
they were on time or not. It would have to
be a small, programmable computer.
Something that would decipher all the
speed averages, decode them and spit out
the correct mileage.

Performance Products now offers a pro-
grammable computer for the enduro rider.
You input all of the supplied route sheet
information via two buttons. At the start
of the enduro, hit the start button and take
off. After that, just match the figure on the
computer to your odometer. When they
read the same, you’re on time. If your
odometer is behind the Programmable, it
means you’re late. Same thing goes if your
odo number is higher than the computer—
it’s time to slow down.

For the top A and AA riders, the Pro-
grammable is an advantage in the tough,
hard special tests. A quick glance at your
instruments will tell you whether you’re
late. It reduces the time needed to look at
roll charts and such.

Less experienced timekeepers will love
the Programmable because it eliminates the
unknown. There are just two items to

watch: the odo and the computer. No figur-
ing or rolling, Just match one figure to
another. You’re either on time or late.
Programming the computer takes some
getting used to. Practice is the key here.
Once the route sheet is absorbed, there’s
a function that will let you see exactly what
has been put into the computer. Speed
averages from ten to 60 can be accepted.
Too, there’s a pause mode, which lets you
insert breaks and time resets. It’s somewhat
complicated, but not insurmountable.
Drawbacks are few with the Program-
mable. For one, it draws a lot of juice. The
battery should be replaced before every
race. Another negative side effect is that
the better riders can’t see what’s coming up
during the run. This means rolling up the
chart and checking out the up-and-coming
speed averages or resets. Most of the AAs
and As will want to run a clock and roll
chart along with the computer.
Considering the work and complicated
engineering that went into the Program-
mable, the price is not outrageous. It sells
for $185. We feel that both experienced and
beginner timekeepers will benefit from the
Programmable. It just makes stayin’ on
time that much easier.
Performance Products, Inc., P.O. Box
1294, LaCombe, Louisiana 70445; 504-
882-3107. [

COPING WITH
THE COMPUTER

By Rick Sieman

o I used the Programmable in a 100-mile
enduro. Trying to set up the thing was mad-
dening at first, as the instructions leave
gaps and assume that you understand cer-
tain things. I have difficulty understand-
ing anything much more technical than a
zipper. |

However, Clipper explained the puzzling
parts to me and all became very clear. For
a marginal enduro timekeeper like myself,
the Programmable was a revelation. In-
stead of having to look at the odometer,
the clock and the roll chart in a full state
of panic, I merely had to compare the
digital readout on the Programmable with
the odometer to see exactly how late I was.
It was a revelation and I actually zeroed a
few checks!

A few notes: The thing eats up energy
like crazy. If you leave the battery in it, it’ll
die in a few days. There is no off/on ex-
ternal switch. There should be. All of the
programming is controlled by two simple
buttons. A basic stop-start button would
make me more comfortable. I never really
trusted the Pro until the third loop. To play
it safe, I also used the old standby Count-
down combo as a backup and found myself
referring to it.

With time, most riders can learn to use
and trust the Pro, but at first, it’s in-
timidating.

PAT. No. 4.323.236

THE ULTIMATE
HOME GYMMACHINE

Engineered for the individual’s personal exercise
requirements. Featuring a combination of 30 bar-
bell and machine-type exercises with patented
micro-adjustments for every BODY! CALL NOW!
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FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL

TOLL-FREE OUR 24HR. NUMBER

(800) 528-6050 EXT. 2520

COPYRIGHT 1983 FITNESS GYM SYSTEMS, INC. 11229 VINEDALE ST. SUN VALLEY CA. 91352 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED




N ine years ago a young Frenchman
called Thierry Sabine saw a picture
in an American magazine showing 300
riders on the start line of a Californian
desert race.

A keen enduro rider himself, Sabine had
spent many hours playing around on the
sand dunes and wide beaches of his native
Le Touquet, an exclusive Northern seaside
town. y

The photograph sparked off an idea in
Sabine’s mind. Why not run a similar off-
road free-for-all right there at Le Touquet?
In 1974, the first unlikely effort took place.
Two hundred and fifty riders turned ou

0

Bottle

considerably.
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necks formed in the deep sand during the early laps.

Story & photos
by Jack Burnicle y 4 A

for an inaugural Sunday morning thrash.
They were watched by 5000 spectators.

February of this year witnessed the ninth
annual staging of this gladiatorial contest.
Competing were 1150 riders. They were
watched by 300,000 spectators! The exten-
sive Thierry Sabine Organization also runs
the controversial Paris-Dakar Rally. Things
have come a long way in nine years. ...

PACKED HOUSE

The whole seaside town was swamped
with visitors and motorcycles for the
weekend. Scrutiny of the local sports hall
on Saturday revealed an odd assortment of
bikes (and riders) in various stages of

a A

: |

i 1 L ; . ]
n Carlqvist storms by riders on his factory Yamaha.

After a goodly portion of the bikes seized, traffic thinned out

preparation (and decomposition!). They
were consigned to a parc ferme in the
forecourt of the Palais de L’Europe to
gather frost overnight, while gangs of noisy
leather-clad kids roamed the streets. With
nowhere to actually bed down, there seem-
ed little point in going to sleep.

Those in the Westminster Hotel, the race
headquarters, were more fortunate, even if
they were on the floor in sleeping bags.

Raceday dawned bright and crisp. At
10:30, the main body of eager participants
was unleashed into the parc ferme to start
their machines. The resultant clouds of car-
bon monoxide were enough to near poison




_ Finding i hot Ilne through he

bottlénecks was tricky. Van der. Ven, the i

KTM star, simply bulled his way over; . .

" around_and througb whatever was 4n the

way. i e, e b

Former World Champ Andre Malherbe

was cooking on his works Honda until

mechanicals stopped him.

Race organizer Thierry Sabine (on the
left), winner Kees Van der Ven (center),
and American John Finkeldey (on the

right). KTM dominated the action
completely.

SWAPPED LEADS

For an hour and a half the spirited young
Frenchman hung on, but Van der Ven, with
Carlqgyvist in savage pursuit, eventually re-
captured the lead. Twenty-one-year-old
American Finkeldey had meanwhile forc-
ed his muscular way through to fourth
place, past Malherbe, after being 15
minutes adrift of the leader on his second
lap! The Belgian’s thinly disguised 1982
Honda factory motocrosser then broke its
gearbox on the penultimate lap and the race
lay between Van der Ven and Carlqvist.

Heavy traffic once more snagged the big
Swede’s late charge, however, and in a
dramatic finale, his Yamaha seized 500
metres from the finish. ‘‘It stopped right
opposite the Novotel, where I was stay-
ing,”’ grinned Carla later, ‘‘so I just walk-
ed straight in and took a shower!”’ Van der
Ven had won the day, completing ten laps
in three hours.

This surprise conclusion hoisted his
teammates Lalay, Finkeldey and Gilles
Francru up the leaderboard, despite the lat-
ter having been assaulted by British
heavyweight Jack Mathews when he tried
to jump one of the queues, claiming fac-
tory immunity to the delay!

Mathews himself had visited the hospital
during the race after passenger Robin
Walters had caught a finger in the rear
sprocket. They duly returned to the fray an
hour later to rejoin a sidecar class. This was
won by fellow Britons George Greenland

and Nick Moores, who heaved and shov-
ed their 1000 Wasp outfit round four
punishing laps.

Carlqvist was classified fifth on nine
laps, in front of steady 36-year-old team-
mate Bacou, with Malherbe credited 43rd,
two laps down.

On the victory rostrum, Van der Ven
looked as if he’d spent the afternoon
watching telly. ‘“The race is good, but the
track is too narrow. Marshals would try
and stop me and I had to attack them to
get past! The straight lines are no problem,
but the other bits are difficult. Five or six
times I crashed where there was ice in the
bottom of the corners.

““The only real race I had was four laps
back with Carla. I passed him over the
jumps, but you need a lot of luck to win
a race like this!”’

You need a lot of skill and courage, too.
The pale, modest 24-year-old Dutchman
will take a lot of stopping as he goes for
the hat-trick, Carla or no Carla! [J]

RESULTATS ENDURO du TOUQUET
1. Van der Ven (Holland). .................. KT™M
2. Lalay o (FraNGCE) i it sst s a1+ ies s tasba it KTM
3 Rinkeldey (WS A) e v e s KTM
0 U T LA o) Yo s e SN S A AR 8 KTM
5. Carlqvist (Sweden). ..................... Yam
BiiBacoul (France) B Suaes i i i Yam
7 Branie(Rrance) B aaEn S o e e Yam
8. Van Velthoven (Belgium)................. KTM
O Hamard:i(France) i b aiai. Lt i Hus
10. Hoestland (France)..................... KTM
RAET (VB el Y il b st b o A s 4 ol KTM
12. Mingels (Belgium)...................... Yam

du TOUQUE T

those in the middle. A protracted hour
later, the huge column was escorted slow-
ly through the streets of the packed town
towards the beach, screaming the last half
mile in a frenzied surge for starting places.
MASS STARTS AND
MASS CONFUSION

Ten minutes before the appointed hour
of midday, theé massed ranks broke. The
starting cannon barked belatedly 20
seconds later as the shrieking horde swarm-
ed off into infinity, leaving behind the odd
dead bike and furiously kicking pilot.

The 1982 race was won by KTM’s 250
World motocross challenger and Dutch Na-
tional Champion, Kees Van der Ven, on a
tragic day which saw his teammate, Gerard
Rond, severely injured and a woman spec-
tator killed in a horrific high-speed collision
on the beach.

This year, the course had been shorten-
ed from around 15 miles to 12, and a full-
bore four-mile stretch of beach was inter-
rupted by a series of awkward, narrow,
manmade hummocks (which were missed
out on the first lap). Many riders felt that
some sections of the dunes were too
cramped. Long lines and delays spoiled
some of the steeper climbs.

Kees Van der Ven was back again seek-
ing his second success, and KTM’s massive
effort included other motocross Grand Prix
regulars. Belgium’s Jack Van Velthoven,
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Stephan Desmare and triple French Cham-
pion Patrick Boniface were joined by the
burly blond East Coast American, John
Finkeldey.

The principal factory opposition was
spearheaded by Yamaha and Honda. The
former’s fabled ‘‘Super Swede,”’ Hakan
Carlqyvist, a seasoned contestant at Le Tou-
quet, faced Honda’s surprise package, An-
dre Malherbe—one motocross World
Champion versus another! The supporting
cast included Belgian Paris-Dakar headcase
Jean-Paul Mingels and grizzled French
veteran Serges Bacou on Yamahas, and

Mahy riders floundered in the deep sand all the way to the end.

sand-loving Dutchmen Bennie Wilken and
Martin Schalkwyck aboard Hondas.

But nothing could thwart KTM’s huge
invasion. Although ‘‘Carla’’ led the first
lap, Van der Ven hit the front second time
round with Malherbe in tow as the Swede
got swamped in heavy congestlon

Outstanding local youngster  Gilles
Lalay, riding a 250 KTM, took over as Van
der Ven snarled up in traffic on his third
lap. By this time Wilken, Schalkwyck and
Boniface had all succumbed to engine
seizures, a common complaint as the bikes
howled, whiplashing along the vast beach.

500cc WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Carisbad Raceway, June 25-26, 1983

THE DATSUN U.S. GRAND PRIX the most famous and longest running motocross in America
for the biggest prize fund and those World Championship points

NEW LOOK CARLSBAD RACEWAY. The toughest of the outdoor tracks has had a big
facelift. Now 50% more visibility after a massive brush clearing operation, plus a few
new wrinkles on the trackl

THE HAPPENINGI There is nothing quite like the atmosphere of the Grand Prix. The tension
before the flag and the excitement of the fans. . .and the most beautiful female
scenery anywherel

SCHEDULE: Saturday, International Time Trlals and Slde Hacks. Sunday, gates open

at 8:00 A.M. First moto begins at 1:00 P.M.
Tickets available atall Ticketron Outlets, by mailorcharge toVisa/Mastercardby calling (714)661-4825

VRN RN NRREERNRANENEREENNAENENENRENRNRENERER
TICKETS Name.

Ice ty.
Adults i vy Street__
#) (Sat. & Sun.)  $15.00
(Sunday only) $12.00
@R Children
/8 12 & Under s 7.00

City. State Zip.

[J visa [ Mastercard Exp. date

2 Acct. ©.

Signature.

Mail orders to: GRAND PRIX MOTOCROSS INC.
P.O. Box 1256,

San Juan Caplstrano, CA 92690.
SANCTIONED ‘7'4, 661-4825
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TECHN

Slimmed down,
smoothed up
& sleek

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

he 125 motocrossers make up the

most hotly contested class, not just
on the track, but also on the drawing
boards. In no other class will you find the
same degree of technology used to extract
the maximum from such small engines and
spindly frames. Radical changes are the
rule in this class, and we’re used to seeing
completely different bikes competing for
the top spot each year.

‘““New Technology’’ should be the
YZ125’s middle name. This year marks the
third year in a row that we have seen a new
rear suspension system make its debut,
along with a host of other changes, mostly
in the interest of saving weight.

Why? Because Yamaha wants to be on
top again, pure and simple. The YZ125 was
the 125 shootout winner in 1980; it fell to
second in 1981, behind the RM125; and last
year it once again finished in the second-
place slot, tied with the CR, both taking
a back seat to the RM.

We’ll tell you right now, Yamaha does
not like to be second. The YZ125K is a con-
firmation of that sentiment. The big
changes include a huge weight reduction,
more engine mods and a brand-new chas-
sis. How does it all add up? Read on and
learn.

WHAT’S NEW?

First, and perhaps most important, the
radiator has been moved from the steering
head to down on the frame backbone,
where it belongs. Surely we don’t have to
explain why this is one of the best things
that could ever have happened to the YZ.

The rear suspension is completely new. -

The monoshock has a 26mm shorter
stroke, a 4mm smaller rod diameter, and
a 58mm shorter overall length—changes
made to increase oil capacity and reduce
overall weight. The 25-position rebound
and 15-position compression damping ad-
justments are standard.

YAMAHA
YZ125K

With a gallon of gas in the tank, the YZ tips the scales at just under 200 pounds,

making radical skyshots a breeze.

“YPVS” is no longer engraved in the
head of the new, smaller cylinder, although
the Power Valve system is still in use. The
pivot system, we are told, has been beefed
up to resist the bending problem of last
year’s bike. The timing of the system has
been changed, and the linkage cover is now
plastic rather than aluminum. Numerous
other minor details in the engine have been
changed for lighter weight and greater re-
liability.

A new airbox has been installed, in order
to fit around the rear suspension, and the
filter is now common to the entire YZ line-
up.

The frame and forks also reflect many
changes. The forks now use a spring-load-
ed blow-off valve in the compression cir-
cuit, and high-tensile, thin-wall tubing has
been used for a stronger, lighter frame. The
steering head angle was increased from
27.5 degrees to 28 degrees ten minutes, in
an effort to reduce headshake and allow the
front end to work with the revised weight
distribution.

And, speaking of weight, we’re looking
at a serious weight loss of over ten pounds.
The indescribably accurate DB scales
(precise to plus or minus .00173 swigs per
blintzes on the ascending scale) reveal that
the YZ weighs in at 193 pounds wet, with
no fuel in the tank. For you trivia fans, that
is exactly one half pound more than the
Honda CR125, the lightest 125 motocrosser
we’ve tested yet this year.

HORSEPOWER

The changes in the Power Valve system
can be immediately felt in the powerband.
The K model comes on stronger earlier than
last year’s J model. There still is not a
whole lot of low-end power, but it is wide-
ly agreed that low-end power is more of a
hindrance than a help to a 125 rider.
Rather, the mid-range comes into play
sooner, and the serious power starts to
build at least a thousand rpm sooner than
last year’s engine.

The mid-range does not come on in a
huge rush. On first impression, the YZ ac-
tually seemed to feel slow, but the first drag
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Team O’Neal rider Jim Holley demon-
strates the mid-range roosting out of a
. sandy turn.

race told the tale. The YPVS holds the rush
back just enough to keep the rear wheel
hooking up, and once the top end comes
into play, it’s “‘see ya, Freddie’’ time. This
engine literally screams. If the start of your
local track uses all six gears plus a few deep
breaths into the first turn, you will be hard
pressed to miss the holeshot on the YZ. It
will snake a CR125 in the mid-range, while
staying with the KX125.

If the tracks you ride are long and fast
with a minimum of tight turns, you may
like the YZ just as it comes delivered. But,
if you need to use the lower gears to cut
and thrust your way around a tight track,
you will be much happier once you lower
the gearing somewhat. We would suggest
the use of a 50-tooth sprocket on the rear
end, rather than the stock 48. This modi-
fication makes the YZ much more ridable
in the tight stuff, while putting the top end
on a dead heat with the KX125.

Aside from the final gearing, the overall
gearing is fine for just about any situation.
First gear is just low enough to make clutch
slippage unnecessary, and the upper five
gears follow without any annoying gaps or
tall spots in the range. If you are coming
from any other bike, the clutch may feel
a little ‘lightswitchy,”” meaning there isn’t
a whole lot of progression in the lever
throw, but the clutch itself is strong and
yery resistant to abuse.

KEEP YOUR VALVE HAPPY

By now, we all should know what the
YPVS does for a living. A centrifugal ad-
vance mechanism pushes a series of levers
that raise and lower the pivoting ‘‘top’’ of
the exhaust port. In order for such a com-
plicated piece of machinery to function
reliably, it is going to need at least a little
care and feeding. Keep the linkage cover
plate on and the linkage clean and lubed
with a light spray oil. Don’t be afraid to
change the transmission oil often. This lit-
tle bit of care alone should help to keep the
linkage mechanism in proper working
order.

The actual valve itself is another story.
It’s hard to believe that something living
in the exhaust port can survive under all the
abuse it’s going to receive. But it does. You
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Airborne antics are no problem on the lightweight YZ.

should help it along by keeping it as clean
as possible. The best way to do this is to
not use a castor-based oil in the gas. Castor
oils are very gummy and sticky—although
they do a really good job of lubing things
—and the gumminess can slow down the
action of the Power Valve, adversely affect-
ing the power.

Plan to pull out the Power Valve after
every few races, clean it up, and put it back
in, per the instructions in the owner’s
manual. Doing so will ward off many pro-
blems. If you must use castor-based oils,
plan on cleaning the valve after every race
weekend.

SUSPENSION

The new Monocross suspension system
is a real improvement over last year’s de-
sign. It uses two separate links, one forg-
ed aluminum, one forged iron, to achieve
its rising rate. All four pivot points have
grease fittings installed for easy
maintenance. The entire assembly weighs

two pounds less than the old design, and
the center of gravity has been lowered
dramatically.

So much for the tech description; how
does it work? Well. . .it works fine, more
or less. It is much better than last year’s
system, although in stock trim it is difficult
to adjust for all types of track conditions.
Fiddling with the preload, compression
damping and rebound damping, you can
set up the YZ to soak up the small ripple
bumps or absorb the giant crushers. But,
it is hard to dial it in for both at the same
time.

Our problems with this may be traced to
the fact that all our testers are in the
above-160-pound weight cléss, and for us,
the stock spring is just a tad too soft—
meaning that we have to increase the spring
preload to preserve the handling, which
throws off the spring rate for the rest of
the stroke. To heavyweight riders, we
would suggest setting up the bike with the

\
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Here’s the difference
between kicking up dirt...
| and eating it.

Boyesen Racing Reeds
give you bolt-on horsepower.

Just ask the factories, or any top-name racer.
Boyesen’s revolutionary dual-stage reed design delivers
more usable power than stock. And it’s taking the moto-
cross world by storm.

Your original one-stage reed operates most effectively
only within a narrow RPM range. For good performance
at low RPM, you need a soft reed that can open easily.
But at high RPM, you need a rigid reed that can close
quickly*. No one-stage reed can do both. That’s why
your original reed—and all one-stage reeds—are merely
a compromise.

Boyesen Racing Reeds feature dual action. One soft
reed on top of one firm, flow-through reed gives you a
wide range of effective intake control, plus increased
intake velocity*. Your original reeds can’t possibly
duplicate that performance...and that’s the difference.

*Send for detailed explanation.

You can easily remove the reed block, between cylin-
der and carburetor, and replace the original one-stage
reeds. It’s a minor replacement that’s guaranteed to
make a major improvement in your bike’s performance.
And Boyesen Racing Reeds won’t destroy an engine the
way broken metal reeds do.

Get Boyesen Racing Reeds from your local distributor
or dealer.
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We’re building our reputation,
race after race after race...

=

Boyesen Engineering, RD #1, Box 826 Lenhartsville, PA 19534 215-756-6818

U.S. Pats 3905341, 4051820 and foreign patents.



Bob “Hurricane” Hannah chews up the dirt "
and the competition on Dunlop.

Hannah's a winner. Goin’ for the holeshot.
Carving out the winning line. He's having
a whirlwind year in ‘83, including winning
the AMA Wrangler Supercross at Daytona.

Bob draws the winning line with Dunlop
dirt tires because he knows winning per-
formance is where Dunlop draws the line.

PN B

Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 (716) 879-8200

YAMAHA YZ125K

stiffer accessory spring available from
Yamaha. This would give you a lower in-
itial preload setting for the small stuff and
the full rate of the spring for the giant
whoops.

Once dialed in, the rear-end action is very
good. The YZ does not have a plush rear
end, like the CR125. It is comfortable, but
not cushy. The overall feeling is taut, very
businesslike. We were happiest with the
compression damping set at five clicks out,
and the rebound damping at 12—two clicks
higher than stock.

The forks provide a contrast to the rear
end, in that they are the picture of simpli-
city. There are no damping adjustments
available, as with the rest of the bikes in
this class, and frankly, we never missed
them. Yamaha forks are the standard by
which all other forks have been judged in
the past, and these latest forks are no ex-

ception to the reputation. They soak up any

s Xo¥
The new monoshock sits lower than it
ever has before, keeping the C.G. down.
Compression knob is at top, rebound at
bottom.

ENGINE TYPE. . . .Reed valve, liquid-cooled, 2-stroke
BORE AND STROKE 56mm x 50mm

DISPEAGEMENT! (. sl i iR 123¢cc
CARBURETION ... .0 L L e 34mm  Mikuni
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
NVAINISTB L R L 280
NEEDEE JETici g o ity Q-0
WETHNEEDIB o e 6F21-3
[ e Y, - s et AR 60
SLIDEINUMBER . 0 L sl iy 25
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE............. Premium
FUEL TANK CAPACITY........... 7.0 L (1.8 gals.)
FUEL TANK MATERIAL . .................. Plastic
LUBRICATION 'Lt L Pre-mix
RECOMMENDED OIL............ Yamalube at 24:1
OIL CAPACITY, TRANS............ 0.85 L (0.89 qt.)
AIR; FILTRATION sl Oiled foam
CLUTCH RYPRE i seenil Lo i) Wet, multi-plate
TRANSMISSION .. ....................0. 6-speed
GEARBOX RATIOS: !
I e R A R e 2.461:1
g RN g LT 1.857:1
b bt R I 1.500:1
AT b s R RSB 1.250:1
LSRR b 1.105:1
el e EN AU N 1.000:1
GEARING, FRONT/REAR. .. ................ 12/48
TAINETION =t Gl e iy CDI
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?................... Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG. . ... ND W29ES-GU
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTER............. Yes/no

YAMAHA YZ125K

EXHAUST SYSTEM............ Up-pipe, right side
FRAME,| TYPE. il Double cradle
WHEELBASE. .......... .1450mm (57.08 in.)
GROUND CLEARANCE........... 350mm (13.7 in.)
SEAT HEIGHT st o 940mm (37.0 in.)
STEERING HEAD ANGLE (RAKE). . .. .. 289 10 min.
WA s 121mm (4.76 in.)
WET WEIGHT, NOFUEL. ................ 193 Ibs.
RIM MATERIAL. ... ..... .. .Aluminum alloy
TIRE SIZE AND TYPE:

RRONT SR 3.00 x 21 Bridgestone M33

REAR el el 4.25 x 18 Bridgestone M32

SUSPENSION, TYPE AND TRAVEL:
FRONT. .. .38mm Kayaba air/spring forks, 300mm
(11.8in.)
REAR sl Yamaha Mono-X, adj. rebound and
comp. damping, 310mm (12.2 in.)
INTENDED:USE ! T i) Motocross

DISTRIBUTOR:
Yamaha Motor Corp.
6555 Katella Ave.
Cypress, CA90670
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:

PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE. ........ $42.30
IRINGIS | QN Y st o M 5.70
CRVIEARNEIRERY il b s 110.50
SRIET LR VIR L e e 20.60
BRAKE(PEDAL !l s 14.50
FRONT . SPROCKET: il Gl i 6.80

o

The YZ125K engine is still chockablock
with plumbing and doodads, but every
spare ounce of metal has been shaved
away. Result? A weight of 193 pounds
with an empty tank.
type of terrain with no ill feedback what-
soever, and during the test they received no
complaints, only praise.

HANDLING

Lowering the shock and radiators and
going on a diet were the best things that
could have happened to the YZ. The K
model is much more predictable in the
turns, and far easier to handle over rough
ground. The YZ loves to be thrown into
turns with wild abandon, although it
prefers a berm, if there’s one available. On
a flat, bermless corner, it has a slight
tendency to wander around, demanding
more attention from the rider, but this trait
can easily be blamed on the stock tires. The
Bridgestone M33/M32 combination works
okay, but overall they leave a little to be
desired. A good set of tires—Dunlops, or,
of course, Metzelers—will allow the
Yamaha to handle as well as any bike
made.

Stopping is just as important as starting,
and the YZ’s brakes are up to the job. No
complaints about the rear, and if there
weren’t better units available, we would
also be raving about the front. The better
units we’re talking about are, of course, the
latest crop of disc brakes turning up in this
class. If you had a race between a YZ and
KX to see which could dive into a turn
harder, we would bet the KX would win.
The YZ brake is good, but a disc brake is
better.

For anyone who would like to use the
double-leading shoe setup found on the 250
and 490, we offer this little gem of wisdom:
All of the YZ front hubs are the same,
which means that the double-leading shoe
backing plate will fit right in the 125 hub.

BITS AND PIECES

One feature of the YZ that we must rave
about are the excellent manuals that come
with the bike. The Owner’s Manual and the
Race Preparation and Tuning manual con-
tain just about everything you could ever
want to know about working on the YZ,
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When you’re talking #1...You’re
-

talking Hannah!
o ; Ll The new latches allowed me to tighten up the
! boots as securely as I wanted, especially
around my ankles. The special built-in fiber
inserts give me all the protection of a plastic
boot, without the robot feel.

I take my equipment and racing serious
and the advantages of Hi-Point boots are the

reason I wear ’em. I recommend them if
you’re looking for the best in boot technology.

Latch ’em up at your Hi-Point
Racing Products dealer

BO HANNAH

I got my first pair of Hi-Point’s right after I
got my first bike. That was a long time ago.
The reasons I wore them then, are the
reasons I wear them now. They fit better, feel
better and protect me better than anything

Available in Red,
Blue or Black

else. e’

A few years ago I wore other boots that I .-“UR“‘ngs
felt offered special advantages that were not pC\ G _ters
available in leather. Those advantages were 2 fun) €0\’ ,‘?oan 30
discussed with Hi-Point and they went to ..Humcaf‘ed 4260 1°
work. After a lot of conversation and testing, Sars: g,ene ¢
they solved the problem. I’ve been wearing “H“"‘c": of
Hi-Point’s ever since. The new Hi-Point’s €rie

delivered everything I was looking for and
more. A larger stiffer steel insert was built
into the sole. Coming of big jumps, thatinsert
made all the difference, spreading the impact
throughout a much larger area of my foot.

When you're talking
Boots . ... You’re talking

MOTO-CARRY "

H Vi < MR o,
MOTO-CARRY HITCH MOUNTED CARRIERS FEATURE:
Quick installation using a single 2" sq. trailer hitch receiver

Full sized dirt bikes carried safely

Motorcycle and carrier stabilized to prevent movement

Model #300 rated for use on unimproved roads

Model #330 installs easily and uses self-storing ramp

Design engineered for safety, convenience, and long life with 2 year warranty

L

Model #300 - $199
Model #330 - $249

For free brochure and ordering information contact:

YOUNG 1030 Duane Avenue
s SPORTS Santa Clara, Ca. 95050
L SYSTEMS (408) 727-8211 .
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along with many hot tips on setting up the
bike. For the serious racer, these books are
worth their weight in gold, much like the
magazine you now hold in your hands.
The handlebars, however, are not so hot.
All of our testers complained that they were
too high, promoting the ‘sit up and beg’’
seating position. Go with a set of bars with
a lower rise and the bike will be much more
comfortable. Leave the stock grips on the
old bars, and you will find nirvana.
Unlike most of the other single-shock
bikes, it is extremely easy to get to the
preload adjustment on the YZ. You
needn’t remove side panels or pound on
rings with a hammer and drive pin. Just put
the wrenches on it and adjust. Four stars.
Talk about weight savings. By redesign-
ing the rear hub and using a new-style rim,
Yamaha managed to save 3.7 pounds on
the rear wheel alone. That’s all unsprung
weight, boy! The problem is, the new rims
use a tubular rim edge that cuts the pound-
age, yet makes them very fragile. If you
don’t bend a rim the first time you hit a
rock, consider yourself very lucky. Light
weight does have its disadvantages.
Getting at the air filter is a snap this year.
Pull off the seat and it’s right there. Han-
dy. Just like the front hubs, all the seats
are the same throughout the YZ line.
Hot tip department: If you want to get
out in front and stay there on a YZ, replace
the 34mm carb with a 36mm Mikuni,
change the rear sprocket to a 50-tooth, cut
5mm out of the headpipe and then weld the
pipe back together. Instant rocketship, no
lie. This is straight out of the Yamaha
Wrench Report. Your dealer should have
all the info if you want to hop up your
((K.’)

Access to the airbox is gained by remov-
ing the seat. Plenty of room around the
filter makes it easy to get in and out.

i u‘ i

If the YZ ever tried to get out of shape,
Jim found it a simple job to just muscle
it back in line.

FINISH LINE

Which brings up one last point in the
Yamaha’s favor: They have a lot of sup-
port. Yamaha USA puts out the Wrench
Report as often as needed to tell you the
latest hot setup for your bike, and for some
reason, all types of hop-up materials are
available from aftermarket suppliers.
When you buy a Yamaha, you seem to buy
your way into a huge, supportive family,
which is a pretty good deal by anybody’s
standards. You never know when you
might want to add a little boost to your
bike, and with the YZ, you’ll have no pro-
blem finding the parts.

But, you may never have such a desire.
In stock trim, the YZ125 is a darn good
machine—the rear shock may have a quirk
or two, but the bike is capable of winning,
and that’s what this whole game’s about.
We won’t be naming the top dog in the 125
class until we get to the annual 125 shoot-
out in the August issue, but we’ll tell you
this much—the YZ will be right up with the
heavy fighting. There’s no doubt about
it. [

Yamaha forks are still the standard of the
industry. YZ front brake is good, but disc
brakes are better.

W

FOREIGN STICKERKIT

Your ticket to the zoot-capri, full-size,
full-color, globe-trotting, custom-
busting, visa-getting, passport-stamp-
ing, full-race Foreign Sticker Kit. The
hottest stickers from Japan, England,
Germany, France, Finland, Austria
and any point north and south that you il
could ever find. Imagine what it would
cost to fly all over the world to collect
these rare stickers. We're saving you
plane fare with this HOT TICKET!

FOREIGN STICKER KIT

E2 E3
EVEREST G710\ Wedt
e HELMETS
£4 £5 €6 E8
. {80 GRAND PRIX
“ MOTOCROSS RACING TEAM
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MOTOR OIL
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ACTUALSTICKERS ARE LARGER THAN PICTURED
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I'm saving money by buying directly from you
rather than flying around the worlq.

Enclosedisacheckfor$_
Send me the stickers circled below:
El E2 E3 E E5 E6 EB E9 EI0 EN
E12 E13 EM EI5 E6 E17 EB E19 E20
'PLUS PRODUCTS » Dept, S * P.O. Box 9501 * Mission Hills, CA  91345-9501

Stickers are 75 cents plus 25 cents postage and handling each.
. Gettheentire FOREIGN STICKER KIT (19 stickersin all)
| for only $7.50 plus $1.60 postage and handling.
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ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP. 4 : :
'California residents please add 6 %% for state tax.
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PRODUCT EVALUATION

KAL-GARD
DRI XOTE
ASSEMBLY
LUBE

A dry lubricant that
solves a gritty problem

o matter how well protected the
friction points may be, all moving
parts of a dirt bike are sensitive to grit.
You’ve had problems before, no doubt.
You didn’t check the brake pedal pivot for
a whole month one time, and after too
much sand got in there, it stopped moving.
Brake cams, axles, swingarm bolts—they’ll
all do the same thing: seize up if neglected.
You have to lube them, otherwise they
don’t work at all. Problem is, once you
smear grease all over and through them you
can bet your butt they’ll be full of dirt after
the first time you ride the bike. Too bad
you can’t put them together dry, right? At
least then all the grit would stay out of the
pieces.

Well, there’s good news. You can put
them together dry, and still have excellent
lubrication. Any part lubricated with Kal-
Gard Dri Kote Assembly Lube will perform
at least as well as a typical wet-lubricated
part, with the added benefit of not leaving
a sticky surface to attract dirt.

Assembly Lube is applied just like paint.
You clean the parts you want to treat in sol-
vent, shine them up with a piece of emery
cloth, and then lay them out on a piece of
newspaper and spray until you have an
even gray coating on all bearing surfaces.
The lube dries in a matter of seconds, and
then all you have to do is reassemble and
go riding. The main ingredient of Assembly
Lube is molybdenum disulfide, a very slip-
pery lubricating compound that is attracted
to metal and heat. This attraction explains
why the coating will withstand 350,000 inch
pounds of pressure without breaking up
and going away. This is one serious
lubricant!

Direct uses include axles, bolts, brake
pivots, lever assemblies, throttle controls,
and as a pre-lube on piston skirts, cams and
valve stems. Once applied, it is nearly im-
possible to remove completely, so mask
areas you don’t intend to lube, and resist
the urge to play around with it. If you were
to spray your buddy’s brake drum—just as
a joke—he would never be able to clean it
out. Fair warning.

Assembly Lube is available anywhere
Kal-Gard products are sold. A 12-ounce
can goes for $4.55 and should last for a
long time—you only need to use a little.

One more thing. One old-time desert
racer we know uses the dry Assembly Lube
on the chain of his PE175. He cleaned a
new chain in solvent, soaked it with the
lube and runs it completely dry, claiming
he can get years of life-out of one chain.
We didn’t believe it, but we’ve seen it with
our own eyes. If you can stand the noise
of a dry chain, you may want to give it a
try.

For all the other lube-needing parts of
a bike, noise shouldn’t be a problem. Get
a can and give it a try. It’s good stuff. []

WARNING

Don’t Use Street Sprockets On Your Dirt Bike!!

A MAJOR DESIGN
BREAKTHROUGH

Precise. machined grooves clean
out power-robbing debris that
cause premature wear of chains
& sprockets. The patented Side-
Winder self-cleaning sprocket is
the only one made for the dirt.
If it's made for the street, it's
obsolete!!

SIDEWINDER
ADVANTAGES

O Triple chain & sprocket life
O Stop chain tossing problems
O Stop power losses

O Lighter & tougher than stock
O Used by top national pros

WHY PAY MORE
FOR OBSOLETE |
STOCK SPROCKETS?

SideWinders cost less than most
stock sprockets. All tooth sizes
are available for all year Suzuki,
Yamaha, Honda, Kawasaki, Husky
Maico, KTM models. Matched
sets of front & rear SideWinders
work like magic.

¥4 ORDER NOW TOLL FREE:
1-800-323-4442

Sidelllinder serockers

305

Northlake,

E. North Avenue
IL. 60164

1-(312) 344-2233

4
TIEDOWNS $10.99

|-'Q $1.00 OFF

PRODUCTS, INC

51 Yam ﬁl Hod
52 H 62 Hus
53 Suz 63 Bul
54 Kaw 64 C-A

|| ===

IMPACT No. 60
DRIVER $9.99

Unbreakable DOGLEG
LEVER ASSEMBLY $10.99pr.

High impact yellow plastic. Fits all

handlebars, self-lubnicating. No. 46
M/;(SBOOT SOCKS SULURAR
$5. | m—.—_ m .....
1 2mi osskﬂ PAD - Team Col
H CR eam Colors
that fod over 87-$2.49 127-$2.99
boot. One SPECIFY SIZE
size fits all Cl Yam C2 H C3 Suz C4 Kaw
116 Gold 5 Hod C6 Hus C7 Bul C8 C-A
117 Red €13 Plain Black
J18.6leen Quick Release
HEX GRIPS $2.99 THROTTLE F
" SET $5.99 DR
;'s”c‘l‘” bars: Fiis all bars, No. 26
lear
39 vellow  RACING GOGGLES $7.99
40 Black 2 pair $13.99

lenses. No. 59

GOGGLES/FACE GUARD

COMBINATION
$12.99

Adjustable. One size
fits all. Wide elastic
strap for comfort with
security. No. A1

TEAM CAP $4.99
Heavy twill. In brilliant
colors One size fits all
21 Yam 24 Kaw: D8 Bul
22 H

SUPER VISOR
$4.99 fits all

— helmets.
MMM V1 Yam V2 H.

Wmm’ V3iSuz V4 Kaw

MULTIPLE WRENCH
Fits 3/8 to 3/16”$7.99
(9 to 20 mm) No. 131

D6 Hod D9 C-A

23 Suz D7 Hus

0/ /CJ
\0‘\’__

Prices

Vented

DUCKBILL

Al helmets. M/X TANK COVER

48 Black . 3

e
26 Yam 27 W

$3.49 28 sur 29 kaw $999
30 Plain Black

Guaranteed Unbreakable
LEVER ASSEMBLY $9.99 pr.

Brake and clutch levers mount to any

handlebars without removing grips. No. 35

RUGGED VINYL AND LEATHER M/X GLOVES

M. 36 $9.99
Adjustable. Tough
black vinyl, heavily
padded. S-M-L-XL

No. 132 $9.99

Extruded rubber
knuckle and thumb
protection. S-M-L-XL

M/X TEAM SOCKS $3.99
2 pr. $6.49
4 pr. $10.99
31 Yam
32 H

33 Suz
34 Kaw

M. 37 $9.99

Long-wearing smooth
brown cowhide
SM-L-XL

E6 Hod
E7 Hus
E8 Bul
E9 C-A

Heavy, long- waarmg
Cycle name and trim
in vivid team colors.

Set of 2 No. 47
TEAM TOOL BAG $5.99

Tough simulated leather 65 Yam
Inner loop for safe mounting. 66 H
67 Suz
68 Kaw
76 Hod
77 Hus
78 Bul
79 C-A
69 Plain

Guaranteed
Unbreakable

RACING
FENDER $5.99

4" wide. Red, White, Black,
Silver, Yellow. Mo. 98

3 interchangeable

U.S.-made of rugged
canvas, beautifully
decorated.

ALL OF OUR JERSEYS

TEAM JERSEY - LONG SLEEVES ‘$9-00. $8.99
100% Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors
Made by our skilled craftsman. Cycle name on chest and sleeves
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16  Adult S-M-L-XL

Ll Yam L2 W L3 Suz L4 Kaw i)
L5 Hod L6 Hus L7Bul LB C-A
PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY A
Tough Ventilated 100% Nylon ! HER
With Long or Short Sleeves §\

Your name or message across the back of Hi-Q )| }

made jersey. One or two lines, up to 10 letters p?

per line. Numeral 0 to 99 No COD’s. Longand !

short sleeves Use special boxes in coupon. ¢
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16  Adult S-M-L-XL

SHORT F14-69 $10.99 LONG $13:9Q $12.99

S1P Yam S4P Kaw S7P Bul LIP Yam L4AP Kaw L7P Bul
S2P H  S5P Hod SBP C-A L2P H  L5P Hod LBP C-A
L3P Suz LGP Hus

TEAM JERSEY- SHORT SLEEVES

—— o~

S3P Suz S6P Hus

Order Toll Free
1-800-633-7564

11-PIECE
TooL KIT

$9.99

No. W1

KIDNEY BELT
$9.99

Sizes S-M-L-XL
No. 6

SPOKE WRENCH
Fits 8, 9, 10
llllsmm No. Ialnl;‘ $3.99

M/X GRIPS

Copyright 1983
Hi-Q Products, Inc. )P
No. 55 M/X Grips
One FREE pair
with $30 order.

COLOR sncxms 10 for $2.99

wf“ @ (s
tond %

10 assorted full-color stickers (our choice). Stick
anywhere. WE PAY POSTAGE. No. K1

M/X NUMBER PLATES

Choose white, yellow, black or
M/X WALLET red. Use order blank to state
$6.99 No. Y1 number you want (one or two digits).

oval No. A5 $3.99

Rectangle No. A6 $4.49

Our own great ventilated nylon short sleeve
jersey with cycle design on chest Team colors
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-18
Adult S-M-L-XL 56'99
S1Yam S2H S3 Sux S4 Kaw
S5 Hod S6 Hus S7Bul S8 C-A

M/X TEAM PANTS %
Heavy 14-0z. Denim|//
Team

Colors $1 9. 99

Cycle name i bold black ‘}Z4
letters down both sides (/7
of these top quality
demms. Striping in team

colors We make these

stylish, highly-protective
pants with removable
hip and knee pads Knee
pockets will accomodate
cups (No 75 pants have

no cycle name) 71 Yam 72 H 73 Suz 74 K
Waist Sizes: 24-26-28 85 Hod 86 Hus 87 Bul 88 C-A .
30:32:49,36,38:40 No. 75 Red, White & Blue, .K‘K
3 No Team Name $18.99 ¥¥“
£ 3
O PERSONALIZED 14 0Z. DENIM x :
i\ M/X PANTS $24.99 *‘K
4 Qur top-quahty 14-0z demms Three colorful tnm 3
X4 Y styles PERSONALIZED FOR YOU with your name or #"
other message Up to 10 letters on each side (Use (’
! \ \mn al boxes 1n coupon) No COD's *‘
\ &, Sizes: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 ¥
No. 56P Gold and Black Trim *"
No. 57P Red and White Trim ¥

PERSONALIZED
M/X NYLON TEAM
PANTS $49.99 pr.

Heavy, fully-padded nylon
pants.  Hi-Q crafted  with
Scotchgard fimsh Washable
Your team name down both
pants leg, and up to ten letters
ol your choice across the back
(Use special lines in coupon)
No COD's Choose RACING
BLUE with RED trim or GOLD
with BLACK tnim
Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30-
32-34-36-38-40

101P Yam 105P Hod

102P H 106P Hus

103P Suz  107P Bul
104P Kaw 108P C-A

belt.

TEAM $4.99
TOBOGGAN
One size fits all.
Bl Yam B2 H
B3 Suz B4 Kaw (@

No. 58P Green and White Trim
FACE GUARD
$6.99
150 White 151 Black
152 Drange

NEW! Hi-Q KIDNEY
BELT $10.99

Sharp, new protective M/X

Sizes: S-M-L-XL No. 04

,_ fw- MUD FLAP $4.99

H| (1 MYLUN M/X PANTS
Personalized or with Team
Name, or Plain

RACING BLUE with RED trim, or GOLD
with BLACK trim. SPECIFY. Heavy nylon
pants as described at left, available
plain or with your choice of up to 10
letters across back

Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30-32-34-
36-38-40

AVAILABLE THREE WAYS:
PLAIN $31.99 pr. No. 100
PERSONALIZED -No COD’s
$39.99 no. 100p  §1V¢, lettering
M/X Team Pants $34.99 pr

101 Yam 104 Kaw 107 Bul
102 H 105 Hod 108 C-A
103 Suz 106 Hus

Velcro closure

With mounting hardware.
F5 Mud Flap

CHAIN BRACELET $3.99
Heavy chrome.
Boy's No. 70 i
Adult No. 80 2

Lettering Hi_ P. 0. Box 455 - H6 QUAN] WO DESCRIPTION SIZE PRICE
OENIM o1 Abbeville, Alabama 36310
I nyton  PRODUCTS.INC.  Toll-Free 1-800-633-7564
PANTS % Cash, money order and credit card orders shipped same day
l received. Checks take 2 weeks to clear our bank. Allow extra
week for ized items.
l * Pay only $2.00 for shipping on any snze order.
I * All }4- Q handi: |s luIIy 1] d against defects in
and work Add $2.00 Shipping
I — Print Lettering Here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY — COD Orders, add $3.00 Shipping
i 10 leters "™ | FREE Catalog & Sticker ToTAL
St fing l l In a RUSH? Ask about our
I Special 48-Hour Delivery.
0 Cash Enclosed 0 Check Exp. Date
I Name © Ship COD, | enclose $3 deposit s
Address OoMO o VISA © MasterCharge
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125-250-480 ‘N ' WRENCH REPORT

Ciny,

N

Suspension & maintenance guide

mented with a big-bore 40mm

Mikuni on the 250. It requires some
machining on the carb, but the power
gain is incredible.

All of the stock CR sprockets wear out
quickly. We opted for a Sidewinder unit
that’s a little heavier, but lasts far longer.

B ¢ e

LON s ‘
The White Power shock improved the ac-
tion of the Pro-Link considerably. It
doesn’t fade like the stocker and offers
both adjustable compression and re-
bound damping.

If you’ve got the bucks, the Simons UDX
Upside-down forks are the best going.

We couldn’t find a fault in their action;
they are the best forks money can buy.

i T TR LY
4 .

for the Red Brigade

By Tom Webb

N, P L i oA

Check the piston on the 250 every six
motos for possible cracks. As you can
see here, they do break.

i
s
|
¥
i

T y ) : o ol TR j ()
e the difference between the stock lower link and the Simons link. The Simons link really improved the rear-end
action by slightly altering the leverage ratio.

Here you can se

A s a group, the CR125, 250 and 480
offer the racer a balanced, nearly
complete package. No other manufacturer
this year has such a competent lineup.
Some have good 125s, others strong 250s.
Honda shines in all classes. Why? All of
the CRs are sophisticated, light, nimble,
fast, can turn, and don’t require a major
to be competitive. In fact, all of them can
.and are raced in stock form, and can and
will win with just normal pre-race
wrenching.

But, like all bikes, they have bugs and
glitches. Accessory firms are working over-
time firing out trick ‘‘must-have’’ bolt-ons
for the Hondas. We’ve lived, raced and
worked on them for the last half year. In
this time we’ve discovered some tricks that
make the CRs much better, some just a lit-
tle better, and others that let them live.

Possibly the biggest deficiency in the CR
package is the suspension. It’s not that it’s
bad, it just could be better. In the MX
world, all three of the bikes are equipped
with what are known as 15-minute shocks.
After 15 minutes they fade as fast as disco

music. Not a pretty picture. The forks spill

into the same vat. Not bad, but they could
be more refined.
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Secondly, none of the motors can be
considered beaters. This means animal
abuse, or the ride, ride, ride-without-so
much-as-waving-a-ratchet-by-them syn-
drome. This won’t work. Pooof! They ex-
plode. Periodic maintenance is a must.
Also, there are some performance gains to
be had. We didn’t opt for major porting
work. All of them are fast stock, but a lit-
tle extra never hurts.

SUSPENSION

As we said before, a rider’s initial reac-
tion to the CR is pure joy. Finding fault
is a tough job. Once some time is spent try-
ing to maximize the suspension feel, you
quickly find the limits of the stock boing-
ers. All of the CRs need fiddling, dialing
and oil levels measured before they work
decently. But, even after this is done,
there’s a void, a feeling that lingers after
you’ve just ridden through a tough, gnar-
ly set of whoops or stutter bumps. The
bikes need something. . ..

Steve Simons has been making forks and
fork kits for years.As of late, he’s been
working closely with Honda on developing
its suspension. In the process, certain things
have become clear. The rear leverage ratio
just doesn’t cut the mustard, it simply

spreads it thin. A change that allows the
rear to become more progressive (stiffer)
in the last part of the stroke is a step in the
right direction.

Simons sells a bolt-on link that is now
being used by every Pro support rider for
Team Honda, and will become stock on the
’84 production bikes. It firms up the final
few inches of rear travel, making for a ride
that is at least 20 percent better than stock.
This is with no other changes, just the link.
The links are available for all the ’83 CRs.
They sell for $99.00.

Next in line is the shock itself. The stock
units fail, heat up and are ordinary at best.
Some of the 250 lines blow off. White
Brothers sells a braided replacement line.
Still, the better riders and the bucks-up will
demand a new shock. We tested both a
White Power and an Ohlins shock, with
and without the new link. Both offered a
much improved ride over the stock Showa
unit.

Naturally, we tested both units with the
stock link first. Neither shock faded in-
asmuch as we could tell. Usually our arms
turned into extended noodles before heat
took its toll on the shock. Then both were
run with the Simons link. Again, there was

a major improvement felt. The bottom line
is this: Overall, the Ohlins felt more sup-
ple in both its ability to take the hard hits
and the small stutter bumps. The White
Power is close, but not quite as supple.
Both shocks are expensive; the Ohlins sells
for $368.00 and the White Power goes for
$430.00. The companies that handle them
will set them up for your weight and riding
ability. White Brothers offers a two-month
setup warranty, meaning they’ll change it
as often as need be until you’re satisfied
with the White Power shock. Simons han-
dles the Ohlins shock.

With the forks, money is the only thing
that will guarantee a better ride. The
stockers all suffer from harshness on the
big hits, while the mid-range thumps are
absorbed fair to middling. No matter how
much we fiddled with oil levels and weights,

their action never got better than average. -

Again, Simons offers a fork kit for all three
CRs. With it installed, the forks work on
the same level as YZ units. Plush and sup-
ple, they have the power to take the
punishing hits as well. The kit consists of
new rods and springs. It sells for $69.95 and
doesn’t require much to install.

. A final approach only applies to the very

serious racer or the elite packing-major-
dinero-in-Mr.-Wallet group. They are the
Simons Upside-down UDX forks. We’ve
talked about them before, but dollar for
dollar, these are the best forks money can
buy. An expert who can’t get his paws on
hand-me-down factory Showa units should
certainly consider the UDX forks.

In 1982 Brad Lackey wasn’t forced to use
them, he chose them. They offer a ride that
no other production fork can match. They
are virtually flex-free with their giant tri-
ple clamps, 60mm upper tubes and 50mm
lower tubes. Inside, they aré super com-
plicated, but offer a six-way damping
system that is completely adjustable. And,
although they appear heavy, they are ac-
tually a full four pounds lighter than stock
43mm Showas. For $679.00, they should

.be the best. If you’ve got the money and

demand the absolute in performance,
they’re a deal.
MOTOR MUSTS!

All three motors must be torn down at
regular intervals if you want them to live.
It’s even more important on the 125 and
250. In the Competition Maintenance
Schedule on all the bikes, they say to
replace the piston and rings after three races

or 200 miles. Our 480 proved that this setup
isn’t mandatory, as we got nearly 800 miles
out of a top end. Still, that’s pushing it.
Plan on every six races on the 480 piston
to play it safe.

With both the 125 and 250, it is critical
to tear the top end down after six hard
motos or so. Most of the 250s are break-
ing pistons. It usually starts with a small
crack up the intake side of the skirt. If it
goes undetected, your top end turns into
a time bomb just waiting to go off. The
125s, as far as we know, aren’t breaking
pistons, but we haven’t had as much time
on them as on the 250. Take the time to
tear them down and check for possible fault
lines. It’s worth it.

TRIVIA CLAUSE: WHAT TO
LOOK FORWARD TO

Honda went with super-light running
gear in an effort to keep the weight down.
The stock sprockets are super feathery.
They’re also made of an aluminum just a
tad stronger than butter. Ours wore out
very quickly. Sidewinder sprockets are a lit-
tle heaVier? but last three times as long.
That’s what we chose.

After you’ve washed your bike, pop off
the fork boots at the bottom and clean the
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We liked the Ohlins shock the best. It
was a tad more supple than the White
Power shock. A heat shield is a must on
the 480 pipe. We made this one out of
thin aluminum.

'

Letting a little more air into the 480
helps performance. After we cut in the
slot, a Pro Circuit air vent was installed.
This directs the air but keeps out excess
muck.

< o
Al

The 480 pipe vibrates badly. We welded
a tab in the middle of the pipe and
bolted on a rubber pipe mount to the
motor head stay.

sewage off the seals. All of the stockers are
experiencing very short seal life. This helps
a lot.

As the linkage on the CRs aren’t fitted
with zerk fittings, the only way to grease
the links is to take them apart. Do so after
every three rides. If you don’t they wear
out and become gouged. This affects how
well your rear suspension works and also
saves you some big bucks. Replacing the
links and associated hardware is expensive.

On the 480, the pipe is fastened in just
two places; at the belly of the pipe, and
where it slips into the silencer. It rattles
mercilessly, drives you nuts and is just
stupid. We put another rubber mount on
the center of the pipe. A simple tab weld-
ed to the pipe that connects to the top
motor mount cured the buzzing.

Another hot spot on the 480 is on the
pipe itself. It burns the rider’s leg right
where the numberplate ends. All savvy
riders either weld on a heat shield or
fabricate one out of aluminum.

MORE JUICE

Because none of the bikes are slow, we
didn’t take a lot of time to try to suck more
horsepower out of them. In fact, we feel
that power is a strong point with the CRs.
By putting a larger carburetor on the 125
and 250, very little low-end performance

Many dealers are telling 480 owners to
unplug the blue wire on the CDI box.
This eliminates the rev limiter. Un-
plugged, the 480 revs to infinity.

was lost and a goodly amount was gained
everywhere else. Most of the local 125 hot-
shoes are opting for a 36mm Keihin right
off the 250. Very little in the way of jet-
ting changes is needed and the mid-range
snap and peak-rev punch are enhanced.

With the 250, we experimented with a
large-bore 40mm Mikuni. Some machining
is needed on the carb to make it fit the
manifolds. After that, a serious gain can
be expected. Also, the throttle was tossed
in favor of a Gunnar Gasser. This too was
mandatory. Even with these hassles, overall
performance was staggering. In fact, the
stock gearing proved far too low, and a
drop from the stock 54-tooth rear sprocket
to a 50 was needed. We couldn’t find an
Expert who complained about a lack of zap
once the 40mm Mikuni was installed. We
know of only one company working on a
40mm Mikuni kit, and that’s RJR. Give
them a call and see if the effort has pan-
ned out.

Riders complaining about a lack of
power in the 480 were written off as bird
cage candidates. Even so, there are a cou-
ple of mods that help with the big-bore.

First, many of the Honda dealers are
suggesting that you unplug the blue wire
on the upper CDI box. This effectively does

(continued on page 68)

EXPERIENGE SUPERGROSS
10 FEET FROM YOUR GOUGH!

Now you can watch the Pros on
HOME VIDEO SUPERCROSS.
Catch the action, the spills and stunts
of the hottest stadium sport around
.. .SUPERCROSS!

For a limited time, we are offering
a one-hour 2-inch video tape of the
action-packed SAN DIEGO SUPER-
CROSS FINALS! There’s plenty of
slow-motion and instant replay so you
can study the Pros at home, includ-
ing the great moves of Broc Glover
and Ricky Johnson.

MAIL TO:

Supercross Video Tape

Post Office Box 9501

Mission Hills, California 91345-9501

Please send me _____ VHS Video Tapes of the
SAN DIEGO SUPERCROSS!

Please send me ________ BETA Video Tapes of the
SAN DIEGO SUPERCROSS!

You even get a once-in-a-lifetime
chance to see arace from the rider’s
point of view. . .accelerating on the
straightaways, slamming around
berms and leaping over jumps!

SOUNDS GREAT!
HOW DO I GET IT?

There are three (3) easy ways listed
below, pick one, and order your
Supercross Video Tape today:

1. Call 1-800-522-1500 and order

C.0.D. or charge to your VISA
or MasterCard.

Check One:

[J My check or money order is enclosed. ($39.95 +
$4.00 shipping and handling per tape.) California
residents add 6'2% sales tax.

[J Please charge to my: [] VISA [J MasterCard

Card Number

Expiration Date.

Signature

2. Send in the coupon below with

your check or money order for
$39.95 plus $4.00 shipping and
handling per tape. (California
residents add 6'2% sales tax.)
NO CASH, PLEASE.
Charge by mail. Fill out the
coupon below and include the
appropriate charge account in-
formation for your VISA or
MasterCard.

l1---------------------------------—-------------—

[J OR REMEMBER, YOU CAN CALL TOLL-FREE
1-800-522-1500, day or night, and order your video
tape to be sent to you C.0.D. or postpaid by charging
to your VISA or MasterCard.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE/ZIP

PHONE ( )
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

DB6-3



ORDER BY PHONE TOLL FREE

1-800-325-4144

MISSOURI CALL 314-427-5523

3328 Woodson Road m
INC St Louis, MO 63114 *48 CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
d C.0.D0 — Money Orders — VISA — Master Card — anonnl Checks (allow 3-4 weeks)

BELL HELMETS |

Moto 3 $14“s;'I 95 910985 - (S;C ae
: 109.95 o -
| e B ]
- & d
..... P Model 83 s14'5 Model 90
) snmpsonﬂrégl.gﬁm White or Blue Black with
CE  OUR PRICE gradient lens
Model 52 $129.75 $114.95 Model 89 516'5 52005
O’NEAL ULTRA-LITE JERSEYS it i 2
50/50 cotton-polyester with SCOTT MX G LOVES
most team logos and colors. {
Adult and children sizes i / RED, BLUE or
OURPRICE $15.95| [ ﬁ YELLOW
GOLDIMX ’ OUR PRICE
KIDNEY BELT $18.95
O'NEAL ULTRA-LITE MX PANTS $17.95 -

with most team logos and colors. U SM - MED - LG - XLG

Features: Double sewn leather }——=

knee protection, side stretch [O’'NEAL ULTRA LITE
“spandex” and full size knee/| SHOULDER PAD/CHEST

shin protectors. PROTECTOR Black/Yellow
REG. $89.95 OUR PRICE $ 84.95 Blue/Yellow, Red/White

ECONOMY NYLON MX PANTS \ . VENTED WITH FRONT
WITH FULL KNEE CUPS AND BACK PLATES

AND HIP PADS $59.95 OUR PRICE $49.95 |
Reg. 6-Pack  Full Case

RAY SKIES, MUD PIES &
OO0 MILES OF BAD ROAD

M. ROBERT BOOTS

ROBOOT 2 PLASTIC BOOTS
MX or ENDURO SOLES

Looking more like an Eastern hare
scrambles than a Western GP, the
100-miler proved to be a challenge to

MC 1 +
1230z $3.25ea $15.95 $59.95/24 ct
Chain Lube

f . . . REG. $109.95 OUR PRICE $99.95 5ea 18.95 36.95/12¢
2000 riders at the Riverside Classic g LEATHER BOOTS GHERL el @ fa
By Rick Sieman MX or ENDURO SOLES ON 32 0z 395ea 18.95 36.95/12ct

REG. $129.95 OUR PRICE $99.95 .

HI-POINT PRO- BOOTS
RED, BLUE OR BLACK quR pRICE $144.95

6-PACKS & Fork Oil
FULL CASES 16 0z 225ea 11.95 22.95/12ct

ONLY. Air Filter Oil
16 0z 2.50ea 12.95 24.95/12ct

cleared and what little dust there was set-

or nearly a solid week, the rains into a reasonable track. Still, mud and

fell on most of the West Coast.  water was everywhere and the ground was  tled, Bruce Ogilvie got the overall on a Dunlop Tires - o TSUBAKI CHAIN
Dull, leaden skies greeted everyone, every  soft. Club members had visions of a  Honda four-stroke. K190 Reg. Price Reg. Price PRt ariyio v v7 v i B
day. Most everybody just sort of sighed and ~ Western version of Blackwater and started Dirt Bike’s own Jim Holley had the lead, SR DAY SRR T o Size Our Price
put up with the miserable weather. impounding bikes Friday.night for the first  but lost his saddle and had to ride the last 110k 16 5770 3998 150018 119 %5 5 ISS: ::;?] 21388
The Viewfinders Motorcycle Club, on  day of racing on Saturday. 40 miles of the 100-mile event on the frame 460x 18 6759 4595 510x18 7880 59.95 520 X110 $26.00
the other hand, was in an advanced state The riders, glad to see a break in the rails or standing. 210x18 . 7726 8248 K139 R

of panic. Their annual Grand Prix was due
to happen in a matter of days and poor
Riverside Raceway was literally under
water. A few days before the event, the
rains stopped. But the skies stayed
threatening and gray.

Frantic work by the club, well into the
nights, shaped and rerouted the quagmire

The GP was started on the roadrace track at Riverside Raceway.
It utilized about two miles of pavement and eight miles of slime.
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weather, showed up in the usual large
numbers and, as they say, a good time was
had by all. Except those who spent most
of their time stuck in the various mud
holes.

A special Patrizier Beer Pro race drew
out most of the big names who were not
on the Supercross circuit. When the smoke

But the real stars, as usual, were the
Sportsmen riders, who had a chance to ride
the best-run Grand Prix on the West Coast,
if not the country. Two magnificent days
of racing went off without rain; then, as
everyone loaded up to go home from the
last race on Sunday, the skies opened up
once again. Good timing, Viewfinders. [

What a way to negotiate the first lap! Only nine more to go. ..
with muddy gloves.

Stuck riders received enthusiastic cheers
and help from the spectators.

Western riders handled the mud in a
thoroughly professional manner.

Cheng Shin Tires C 183D
C 183A

3.00x 14 $16.95 5.00x17 38,
350x14 19.45 3.60x18 26.
3.00x18 21.45 4.10x18  33.
3.50x18 24.95 4.60x18 39,
400x18 32.95 C 703
450x18 37.95 500x18 41
3.00x21 22.95 530x18 44,

3595 300x 21

C755

.95 (Meln ler (,opy)

95 4 10x14 §22

95 5.30x17 40, 95

95 3.50x18 25.95

95 3.75x18  29.95
4.10x18  33.95

.95 460x18 39.95

95 530x18  44.95
3.00x21 23.95

72 50 49.95

We will cut chain to any length desired

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE TIRES

ARMSTRONG TRAILBLAZER
22x11x8 44,95

W s
DUNLOP KT 221

2x11x8 5495 ¥
25x12x9 66.95

'METZELER KNOBBY TIRES

add $2 for 4-ply Our Price Qur Price 21x11x8 46.95
5.00x17 $72.00 4.50x18 $60.00 NANKANG N788
100/90x18 51.00 5.10x18 70.95 21x12x8 34.95
110/90x18 60.00 150/80x18  70.00 WOOLY BOOGER

GOODYEAR TERRA-TIRE
TRACTOR WHEEL DESIGN

4.00x18 54.00 3.00x21 48.00 2x12x8 54.95 Ll o
4.10x18 55.00 3.25x21 51.00 25x 13x 9 59.95 NI W1
A'CIIA TEDOWNS G:ﬁ BUMPER CARRIER
$12%pr. $29°5 pR.

Piston Kits H [’11 j =8

(std. and oversize)

Piston kit consists of piston,
rings, wrist pin and circlips.

Rod Rebuuld Klts

YAMAHA PARTS

Rod kit consists of rod, lower bearing,
lower pin and thrust washers.

FREE FREIGHT.ONLY 48 CONTINENTAL U.S. THIS AD SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS ADS.

Seals and Gaskets

Model Piston Kit Model Kit Model Seal Sets Gasket Sets
YZ280J $31.90 YZ80J $37.00 YZ280J $9.20 $ 175
YZ100J 26.40 YZ100J 44.00 YZ100J 8.80 7.45
YZ125) 31.60 YZ2125J 47.70 YZ125J 13.10 9.40
YZ22500 45.70 YZ2250J 48.50 Y2250J 20.18 9.90
YZ490J §7.20 Y2490 46.00 YZ490J 16.28 11.30
IT175J 36.70 1T175J 48.30 IT175J 8.80 7.80
1T250J 40.00 112500 48.50 1T250J 16.28 9.80
1T465J 58.00 1T465J 43.60 1T465) 16.28 13.00

Prices may vary according
to year of bike.
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WIN A

BRAND NEW
“MARK BARNETT”

SIGNATURE”
SUZUKI RM125!

NISSAN
C T .

|

The 1983 Nissan/Datsun U.S. Grand
Prix of Motocross, America’s only 500c¢
World Championship Round, is coming to
Carlsbad, California, June 26th!

Be there to see America’s hottest riders
battle against Europe’s top champions in
an all-out war to win the NISSAN/DAT-
SUN GRAND PRIX.

YOU COULD BE A WINNER!

In honor of this action-packed event,
we’re giving away a brand-new 1983 Suzuki
RM 125 “Mark Barnett Signature’’ Model.
This one-of-a-kind bike features three-time
National Champion Mark Barnett’s
signature right on the gas tank as well as
all the great features that have made the
RM 125 a leader in motocross. Remember:
It’s not available to everyone, but YOU
COULD BE THE PROUD OWNER OF
THIS 1983 SUZUKI “MARK BARNETT
SIGNATURE’’ RM125!

HERE'’S ALL YOU DO:

Fill out the Official Entry Certificate &
Subscription Coupon (or reasonable fac-
simile thereof). Enclose your check for just
$14.98. Fill in your name and address and
send it to: THE 1983 SUZUKI SWEEP-
STAKES, Post Office Box 9501, Mission
Hills, California 91345-9501. Or, if you do
not wish to subscribe at this time, just fill
in your name and address and mark the
form, ‘““No, I do not wish to subscribe at
this time, but please enter my name in THE
1983 SUZUKI SWEEPSTAKES.”” SEND
IN YOUR ENTRY TODAY!

BI85

OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES

No purchase necessary. All entries be-
come the property of Hi-Torque Publica-
tions, Inc. None can be returned or
acknowledged. The winner will be deter-
mined in a random drawing from all en-
tries postmarked no later than June 20,
1983. Entries must be postmarked first
class mail, one entry per envelope. Deci-
sion will be final. The odds of winning will
be determined by the total number of en-
tries received. Sweepstakes subject to local,
state and federal laws and is void where
prohibited. Tax and transportation liabili-
ty is the responsibility of the winner. In ac-
cepting the prize, preselected by DIRT
BIKE, the winner agrees to accept respon-
sibility for city and state licensing and
registration requirements. No substitute
prize will be given, nor will cash equivalent
be paid. If an unlicensed driver or minor
wins the prize, it will be licensed in the
name of a parent or legal guardian. In ac-
cepting the prize the winner grants Hi-
Torque Publications, Inc. the right to
publicize and promote his or her photo-
graph and winning of the award. Employ-
ees of Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. and
their families are not eligible for this
Sweepstakes. DRAWING WILL BE
HELD ON JUNE 26, 1983.

E
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YOU’RE ALWAYS [;

A WINNER
WHEN YOU
SUBSCRIBE TO

DIRT BIKE

When you ride the trails, ruts and gullies
of dirt bike riding, you need a guide like
DIRT BIKE to show you the real shortcuts
in terms of time and money: In-depth bike
tests and new product evaluations to keep
you up-to-date in the fast-paced off-road
motorcycle world, race coverage with
everything but the dust and grime, and in-
terviews to make you conversational with
the Pros. And what does a guide like this
cost you? A mere $14.98 for a one-year
subscription! So you’re not only getting
first-class info, you’re also saving over six
bucks on the deal, while your copy of
DIRT BIKE is delivered to you personally
each month! THERE’S ONLY ONE DIRT
BIKE. PUT YOUR NAME ON THE
COVER FOR 29% LESS THAN WHAT
YOU’LL PAY AT THE NEWSSTAND:
JUST $14.98 FOR 12 BIG ISSUES!

IRk

OFFICIAL ENTRY
CERTIFICATE &
SUBSCRIPTION COUPON

Mail to: THE 1983 SUZUKI SWEEPSTAKES
Post Office Box 9501
Mission Hills, California 91345-9501

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER

THAN JUNE 20, 1983.

[J YES! Please enter my name in The 1983 Suzuki
Sweepstakes, and enter my subscription to
DIRT BIKE as follows:

[J One Year—$14.98* (Save over $6 off the
regular single-copy newsstand price!)

[] Two-Years—$25.98* (Save over $16 off the
regular single-copy newsstand price!)

[ My check is enclosed.

[ Please charge to my:

O VISA ) MasterCard

CARD NUMBER
EXPIRATION DATE
SIGNATURE

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

0 No, I do not wish to subscribe at this time,
but please enter my name in The 1983 Suzuki
Sweepstakes!

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE/ZIP

PHONE ( ).

*Canadian subscribers add $4 for one-year subscrip-
tion and $8 for two-year subscription addi-
tional postage and handling.

*Foreign subscribers add $5 for one-year subscrip-
tion and $10 for two-year subscription addi-

tional postage and handling.

*ALL FOREIGN AND CANADIAN PLEASE USE
INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER IN U.S.
FUNDS ONLY. Thank you!

LIMIT ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE DB6-3
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. and found

By the Editors of DIRT BIKE

]

the rear wheel. . . under control! Mike Webb (right) rips off a sandy SoCal berm.

hat we have here is the stuff

great mysteries are made of.
Here’s the plot. In 1982, the RM250 Suzuki
was the fastest motocrosser you could buy.
Yet, strangely, by 1983 it was the slowest
250 racer money could be wasted on.

The clues were there, of course. Adver-
tisements stating that the new bike was
“mellower and easier to ride’’ raised more
than one eyebrow. Then there was the at-
tempted cover-up. The suspects stated,
“Well, it’ll turn better lap times, even
though it feels slower.”” Sure, and where
were you on the night of the day in
question?

At first, we thought the engineers did it.
When the sales department started acting
shifty, we put them under the lights. Well,
yes, the 1982 bike was good, but the
magazines said the power was too much for
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the average rider, they admitted. When
pressed further, they broke completely and
the mystery was solved.

They tried to turn the ferocious RM250
into Everyman’s Bike, something on which
the Average Slug would feel comfortable.
And in the process, they killed the very
thing that made it a winner: pure, explo-
sive, raw power.

Case solved. Another one for the files.

Or is it?

We still have the question of where the
power went. And can we get it back? Deep,
very philosophical questions, and ones
which the DB staff went searching for.

And guess what? We not only found the
missing horsepower, we’ll tell you how to
put it back. For small bucks, too. Plus, sur-
prise of surprises, your 1983 El Sluggo will
even end up faster than your rocketship’82.

Looking very much like the old bike, the 1983 model is, in reality, radically changed. Jon Miller (left), front end lifted and sliding on

First off, ignoring all the other 1983
changes, let’s concentrate on where those
ponies went by analyzing the differences
between the 1982 and the 1983 engines.
Ready?

RAIDERS OF THE LOST SPARK

Whip the mag cover off an ’82 RM and
another off an ’83 model. You’ll note that
both have the same innards. However, the
1983 RM has the ignition timing set at 14
degrees Before Top Dead Center (at 8500
rpm), while the faster 1982 bike has its ig-
nition set at 16 degrees BTDC (same rpm).

Delving deeper, we find that the head on
the ’83 machine is a weird squish band,
two-level thing. The head on the ’82 is a
normal domed shape.

Thinking there had to be more, we took
the top end off an ’82 bike and one from
an ’83. After spending about a half hour
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THE NEW, PLUSH, WELL-LIT & HI-TECH
OFFIGES OF DIRT BIKE

Some people were worried that
when we moved our offices from
beautiful downtown Encino to the
lush, semi-tropical paradise of Mis-
sion Hills, we would become too laid-
back and rest on our laurels. There
was even concern that our new IBMX
computer would make us desk jock-
eys. Berm dirt!!

The official, tastefully attired DIRT
BIKE staff is still out riding, thrashing,
racing and crashing dirt bikes more
than ever. Seven days a week or
more! In fact, the only times we’re not
roosting, wrenching or probing are
when we stop long enough to input
our knowledge into the Mighty DIRT
BIKE Computer (accurate to plus or
minus .000157 clingons per ro-
mulon).

That’s why nobody knows dirt
bikes better than us. Nobody! Zip-
squat-zilch! And that’s why DIRT
BIKE is number one and rising, in a
field of pale imitators. People have
trusted DIRT BIKE for over 12 years

and we aren’t about to give them
reason to stop. You deserve the best.
We have yet to meet finer folks than
the average dirt biker on the trail or
the determined youngster at the start-
ing gate.

As we stand here, with our right
hands raised and left hands on a
stack of DIRT BIKEs, we solemnly
swear to continue bringing to you,
each month, the best dirt bike
magazine! —R. Sieman

HAVEN'T CHANGED US ONE BIT...

IBILT0%5

MAGAZINE

JOIN THE DIRT BIKE FRATERNITY.
SEND IN. YOUR DIRT BIKE NO
FRILLS SUBSCRIPTION COUPON,
TODAY!

| WANT TO SUBSCRIBE TO DIRT BIKE.

[1One Year: $14.98* (Save over six bucks off the
l regular single-copy newsstand price!)
l [1Two Years: $25.95* (Save over 16 bucks off the
reguler single-copy newsstand price!)
[J My check or money order is enclosed.
[ Please charge to my:
[J VISA [J MasterCard

Card Number

Expiration Date

Signature

Mail to: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE
Subscription Department
Post Office Box 9502
Mission Hills, California 91345-9502

*Canadian subscribers please add $4 for one-year sub-

*All Foreign and Canadian please use international

[J | am a new subscriber.
[] Please extend my current subscription.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE/ZIP

scription and $8 for two-year subscription additional
postage and handling.

*Foreign subscribers please add $5 for one-year sub- l

scription and $10 for two-year subscription addition-
al postage and handling.

money order in U.S. funds ONLY. Thank you.
Please allow eight weeks for delivery of first issue.
DB6-3

Air time. The RM250D was a stable flier.

measuring the various shapes and sizes of
the ports, someone pointed out that the two
barrels had the same part number. It was
true! All that talk about revised porting was
baloney. The 1982 and 1983 barrels are
identical!

Well, we thought, it must be the pipe.
All the other magazines say the pipe is dif-
ferent, too. Oh, the pipe is a little bit
different. The tail section of the stinger
is shorter, but the muffler makes up for
the differences. ALL THE DIMENSIONS
ARE IDENTICAL TO THE 1982 PIPE.
We put that in caps to get your attention.

Puzzled, we checked the piston, rings,
base transfer, inlet tract, reeds, carburetion
and anything else that might have some ef-
fect on the power. Nothing. The only dif-

Jerences between the dog motor and the hot
motor appeared to be the head and the
timing.
ONE STEP AT A TIME
First off, we just changed the timing. It
made a noticeable difference in the perfor-
mance of the bike, but it still didn’t bring
it up to the level of 1982 power.
. A 1982 head was tracked down and we
went through the time-honored ritual of
getting antifreeze all over the garage floor
once again. The ’82 head slipped right in
place, as the mounting is the same. Only
thing is, the mounting bolts now stick up
about an inch above the head and look sort
of funny. The ’82 head is much thinner
than the 83, or the ’83 is thicker than the
’82. Depends on how you look at things.

Here’s the culprit. . .the 1983 head (le

SUZUKI RM250D

Well, sir. After bolting on the old head,
we put everything back together and gave
her a ride. And guess what? It was a rocket-
ship! A tire-smoking, wheel-standing, ter-
rifying blaster. And we loved it.

FURTHER EXPERIMENTS

We were so pleased with the restored
power that we tried our old RM250 perfor-
mance tricks on the bike. A set of Boyesen
reeds was installed, without the metal reed
stops. With this setup, reed life is drastical-
ly shortened, but the performance gain
down low is worth it, we think.

The side covers on the airbox were drill-
ed to let the sucker breathe. We took off
the coarse outer foam layer and threw it
away, using the fine foam only. This means
frequent and careful cleaning of the fine
foam, but the bike seems to respond well
to this treatment. The stock rear sprocket
is a 50-tooth item that wears quickly. We

= . & A
Tidy engine can still be made fast with
minimal effort.

ft). It turned the tiger into a

tweety bird. The 1982 model (right) is a bolt-on and saves the day.

took it off and installed a 48-tooth Side-
winder.

The results were nothing short of stag-
gering! At the very first race, the RM250D
pulled two clean holeshots. The bike is even
faster than the old 1982 version and a whole
lot smoother; those slightly heavier fly-
wheels and the revised gearing all add up
to more punch, smoother punch and a
longer pull in each gear.

STOCK VERSUS
THE DIRT BIKE WAY

No contest. We won’t even bother to test
the bike in stock trim. It’s too slow to race
in anything but the Beginner or Novice
class. However, with a lousy $45.52 spent
for a fresh 1982 head, you’re in business,
Jack.
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SUZUKI RM250D

SAY, WHAT ARE THE OTHER
CHANGES, ANYWAY?
Glad you asked. Motor aside, there were

a host of changes that made the RM a bet-

ter bike for this year. In no particular

order, here are the ones worth mentioning:

e 43mm forks replace the smallish 38mm
units. This was the single weakest point
in the old bike. These new forks have ad-
justable compression damping, but we
ran it on the softest setting with no
problems.

e A double-leading shoe brake now
rides up front. This has some serious
stopping power, unlike the old single-
leading shoe deal of last year. The cable
mounting system is stupid, though, with
a bare and unprotected inner cable run-
ning nearly the length of the slider.

e The rear shock now has a bladder
in the reservoir instead of the heat-

producing piston separator. Also, there
are adjustable compression and rebound
(external) clickers. The compression ad-
justment is on the bottom of the reser-
voir and the rebound clicker is on the top
of the shock. We ran the softest setting
on the compression and either number
two or three (depending on the track con-
dition) on the rebound.

e The swingarm is longer for better
stability at higher speeds. There are also
aluminum struts on the arm, replacing
the old steel units.

e Ratios have been changed in the gear-
box. Also, the rear sprocket is now a 50-
tooth item instead of a 49. The counter-
shaft sprocket remains the same, at 14
teeth.

e You’ll find that the wheelbase is
longer and a longer chain is needed. Two
links, to be exact.

e The rake and trail are slightly
changed. Probably because of the sus-
pension changes, as the frame is the
same.

ENGINE TYPE........ Water-cooled, 2-stroke, single
BORE AND STROKE............... 70mm x 64mm
DISPEACEMENTL (S s i 246¢c
CARBURETION. ......... Mikuni VM38SS, flat slide
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
MAINET e A 300
NEEDLE BT sl s it s Q-6
JETINEEDLE: ke e iCas i 4FJ40-2
IOV ST e s s e 60
SLIDE!NUMBER (.. i i R 4.0
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE............ Premium,
92-plus octane
FUEL TANK CAPACITY........... 7.8 L (2.1 gals.)
FUEL TANK MATERIAL. .................. Plastic
LUBRICATION. . ............... Oil in gas, pre-mix
RECOMMENDED OIL................. Suzuki CCI
OIL CAPACITY, GEARBOX........ 800cc (1.69 pt.)
AIR FILTRATION. .......... Dual filters, oiled foam
CLUTCH I TYPRE iy Wet, multi-plate
TRANSMISSION. . ......... 5-speed, constant mesh
GEARBOX RATIOS:
h N AR R e 2.076 (27/13)
AN s G R A 1.722 (31/18)

c< e A R U 1.381 (29/21)

r A T R SR G 1.174 (27/23)

BRI T AR 1.000 (25/25)
GEARING, FRONT/REAR. .................. 14/50
IGNITHION Gt LG Suzuki PEI pointless
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?.......:........... Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG....... NGK BBEGV
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTER/

QUALITY sl Silencer only, average noise
EXHAUST SYSTEM. .......... High-pipe, right side

SUZUKI RM250D

FRAME, TYPE........ Single downtube, split cradle
WHEELBASE i, i 1475mm (58.1 in.)
GROUND CLEARANCE........... 370mm (14.6 in.)
SEAT HEIGHT . il iy 960mm (37.8 in.)
STEERING HEAD ANGLE (RAKE)............ 29,59
RN (A BRI 123mm (4.84 in.)
WEIGHT, WITHNO GAS. . ............. 220.5 Ibs.
RIMMATERIAL. .................. Aluminum alloy
TIRE SIZE AND TYPE:

FRONT LR 3.00 x 21 Bridgestone

REARGL b e R 5.10 x 18 Bridgestone
SUSPENSION, TYPE AND TRAVEL:

FRONT.|. i 43mm Kayaba forks (telescopic),

air/oil, adj. comp. damping, 285mm

(11.22 in.) travel

RBEAR( L Ll Full Floater, single KYB shock, adj.
comp. and rebound damping, 328mm

(12.9 in.) travel

INVENDED USE ot iaiise il Motocross
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. . . ................. Japan
RETAIL PRICE, APPROX.................. $2219
DISTRIBUTOR:

U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.
3251 E. Imperial Hwy.
Brea, CA 92621

714-996-7040
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:

PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE......... $46.00
RINGS | ONLY bl ol sl T 8.15
(o W] o] =5 IR SRR e R 116.54
SHIET LEVER el o 16.80
BRAKE!| PEDAL s sy VTR
FRONT(SPROCKET .. ..4i i o bk ity 38.62
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e Travel is up a bit at the rear, to 12.9
inches, from 12.68 inches.

e The flywheels are slightly heavier.
They’re the same basic item, with smaller
balance holes drilled in.

e The saddle cover is now a dull shade
of blue rather than black. Whoopie.

e An aluminum shift lever shaves off a
few ounces. It’s a folder.

e Those annoying radiator scoops that
used to bend out and catch your knees
have been reshaped to tuck in neatly.

e The brake pedal has a folding tip,
but is made of steel.

SHOULD YOU MAKE
THESE CHANGES?

If you don’t, you’ll have to live with dog
power. And we’re talking poodle, not Saint
Bernard. We had several riders put in some
time on the bike and to a man, they liked
the DB modified bike worlds better. Right
about now, there should be a flurry of ac-
tivity at Suzuki parts counters, ordering
1982 heads.

With the head and timing change alone,
the RM250D is snapped right out of the
back of the pack and can go head to head
(pun intended) against the Honda. []

New plastic shroudsfor the radiator
don’t snag the legs like the old floppers.

Double-leading shoe brakes work well.
Exposed cable is poorly designed and
gets our annual Bogus Award.

PSS ™ b 7Y
% e :
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FLORTER
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Aluminum uprights save weight over the
steel units. Swingarm is longer. Travel is
up from last year at the rear end.

Here’s the DB version of what the

RM250D ought to be. Simons UDX forks
up front and last year’s power.

MAXIMUM TRICKERY
FOR THE RM250D
® We had a set of Simons UDX forks left
over from our 1982 RM250 Suzuki and
these were slipped in place of the stock
43mm forks. The weight savings was 44
pounds.

The switch is not as easy as it sounds.
You cannot use the ’83 backing plate, as
the cable stopper is mounted on the fork
leg instead of on the backing plate. We
didn’t have a 1982 backing plate handy, so
one was scavenged from a PE175 and ap-
propriate spacers were fabricated to allow
the wheel to fit. The PE brake cable was
used, but a 100% cable stiffener was need-
ed to keep the cable from snagging the tire.
The backing plate is set quite far in.

An Answer aluminum silencer replaced
the steel stocker. We dropped all the way
down to a 270 main jet and ran our oil at
32:1, using good gas. Later, we ex-
perimented with a 40mm flat-side carb
from a 465 Suzuki and got even more mid-
range and upper rpm out of the engine with
a loss of low-end power. It was worth it,
but required a drop back to a 50-tooth rear
sprocket for tighter tracks. Metzeler tires
were mounted front and rear, with a new
3E up front and a standard 4.50 x 18 4E

in the rear. When all the work was done,

our bike weighed 213.5 pounds with no gas
in the tank and ran and handled in truly
superb fashion. If you can’t afford the trick
forks, we still heartily recommend all the
other changes—unless, that is, you ride in
our class. In that case, please stick with the
stocker. Thank you. You’re welcome. ®

e IHNNEEREEENEEENEEEREN
Dave Mungenast's "™ ot o e pING

on orders of $25.00 or more i
*Free freight Only 48 Continental U.S.
Tactory authonzed @

HEATOURIERSE. Poae

ORDER TOLL FREE

= 1-800-325-996
‘ Mo. Call 1-314 351-1886

b W sEEE

SUPER DISCOUNTS
; On name brand

ITires, & Accessories

)

o/

iy

SCoTT
83 butyrate lens piu $14.95
89 Series R
Lexan 516.95
red,blu,yel,wht
H87 Lexan
HELMETS (glasses) vel $i8.95
Moto 3 $107.50 Faceguard $8.95
Mag $77.75
Mini Moto $71.55

" S

black only

#90 SCOTT $21.95
Gradient lense

HELMETS
#52 $114.95
#32 $179.50
#62 $129.50

e N OAKUEY o720

dress shoe ) Goggles $18.89
BEL_ !
e |
AT Hi Point MC-1+ 2 cyl. Racin
] HALLMAN Adult & PROMX $139.85  ubiicani 1207 ... 8278
7 Childrens riding gear — <= Fork Oil with “Seal Swell"
] i 1oL S S 1108
childrens Chain Lube 18 0z
: aerosol P
{7 kidney belt $13.95 el Bty Foam Filter il 1 pt. .. §2.19
] shoulder pads $37.85 : i . EXP Motor oil 1 qt. 10-60W.
[} boots $85.95 designate year, 10W40. 15W40.
] ‘Jerseys $14.95 make, model 20WS0 . .. .. §249
b S Gear oil 80W, 85W. 90hypoid.
[ nylon riding pants  $64.45 CALL FOR PRICES! 85W/140hypoid . . ... $3.49
[ ] GK-1 Ultrahigh RPM
7] Adult 2cyloil 1pt........$439
] kidney belt $21.95 Gonjactblednen
. 2010z ; $3.49
] shoulder pads $59.75 Degreaser & Engine Cleaner
W 4 boots $99.95 ATV KNORSY TIR 16 02.... $3.2
. jerseys $16.95 “Dunt 5 our price V\q%lerprlmzt orens $2.59
£ idi unlop C 0z. tub St V4
] /lon riding pants  $74.45 "1 °0 $5405  CALL for our SPECIAL
. ‘all teamcolors Nakang $39.95 case prices!

i i N S S - Dave Mungenast's ACCESSORY HOS.
r'Orders under $25 add $2.50 shipping & handling i m6820 Gravois, St. Louis, Mo. 63116 ®»
[ _Accessory Ha. 6820 Gravois. St. Louis. Mo. 63116 B Our products are all 1st quality,

. Oty Description/size/color Price ea  Toal ' We do not sell 2nds or blems.
when ordering state make, model. year of bike, and
l I colors and sizes desired
Prices and specifications subject to change

I enclose ©* Mo Order = Cert Check open 9am to 6pm’
I [ Pers check (allow 3 wks 1o clear) Mo res ‘add 6 sales tax I /]

£ C0D Total " REE' “Free freight Only
l Charge 1o [ Visa/BankAm ~ M/Card I 148 Continental U S.

Account No Exp Date \S- PING

Bike year make mocel l 0’” orders of $2500

¥ or more

l Name
Address.

I S CALL TOLL FREE!
- i i > 1-800-325-9961

*Free freight Only 48 Continental U.S. 'Mo. Call 1-314 351-1886
e ssees s s diEEsEEisaEEnn @
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Lightweight riders will be able to slide the ATC around, but it really doesn’t have the
power to do it with ease. Four speeds and a more free-revving engine make the

ATC70 the best bet for the bigger rider.

¥

ENGINETYRE e 4-stroke GROUND CLEARANCE .......... 87mm (3.3 in)
BORE AND STROKE ........ 47.0mm x 41.4mm SEAT HEIGHT ... ie0vsavueis 570mm (22.4 in)
DISPLACEMENT .. .00 00 senalisdy 72cc CLAIMED WEIGHT ................... 169.8 Ibs.
CARBURETOR.................... 13mm Keihin MIRES e o IR 16 x 8-7 Ohtsu
NN TTIO Nt MR Flywheel magneto BRAKES 1l s Rear drum only
STARTER 15t S Ty Recoil APPROXIMATE RETAIL PRICE ........... $648
TRANSMISSION :.......civvineiinnnnne 4-speed DISTRIBUTOR:

CGLUTCH G Automatic/centrifugal American Honda Motor Co.

FUEL TANK CAPACITY ................. 1.1 gal. 100 W. Alondra Blvd.

WHEELBASE ... Ll 895mm (35.2 in.) Gardena, CA 90247
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SUZUKI ALT50/ HONDA ATC70

SMALL WONDERS

Starting out onjthree wheels

By the short-legged Staff of DIRT BIKE

irt biking couples with kids know

that their children are going to learn
how to ride someday. It is an indisputable
fact of life—if even one person in a family
rides now and then, they're all going to
want to do it someday. The problem is
when, or better yet, how old. Even a
Yamaha YZinger demands a certain amount
of leg length in order to control, not to
mention some amount of coordination in
order to stay upright. You can put training
wheels on a YZinger, but it's not exactly
the hot setup.

The best idea is to let the kids learn
about things like throttle control and brak-
ing on something with three wheels. At
least with a three-wheeler there’s no danger
of falling over when stopped to consider
the next obstacle. And it just so happens
that there are now two kid-sized three-
wheelers available that are guaranteed to
fire up anybody less than ten years old,
and will do so without scaring the parents
half to death.

* SUZUKI ALT50

The Suzuki ALT50 is an absolutely
pint-sized three-wheeler. This thing is so
small, you're liable to trip over it in a
darkened garage and think that you just
stepped on a roller skate. The seat height
is just 18% inches, and if you subtract the
distance between the footpegs and the
ground—about five inches—you can see
that a 13-inch inseam is all it takes to
straddle one. If you've got a four-year-old
with an urge to gas it, this is the machine
that’ll do the job.

The ALT uses a 50cc engine to move it
around, and in stock form, it comes sup-
plied with a restrictor plate in the exhaust
system that cuts the power down to just
shy of nil. This is just the ticket for the
complete beginner, because with the re-
strictor in place, the ALT will barely pull
its own weight. Once the rider gains a
little more experience, the plate can be
removed. At that point, the hole in the
plate can be drilled larger and then rein-
stalled to make the trike slightly faster, or
simply left out so all the power can be
tapped. Without the plate, the 90-pound
three-wheeler will wheelie around just like
the big ones.

Two more safety features are worthy of
note. There is a safety starter mechanism
on board that will only allow the engine to
be started with the parking brake locked
on. This way there’s no chance that Tiny

Tim will fire it up with the throttle wide
open and use his sister for a berm. And, if
he’s still a little terror, there is a handy
leash attached to the back of the ALT
that connects to a plug-type kill switch.
Leash in hand, you can walk along behind,
and if things start getting too radical, you
can pull the plug on the little beast.
Operation of controls is simplified by
lack of same—there are only two, throttle
and brake. The clutch is centrifugal, and
therefore automatic, and. the single rear
brake stops both rear wheels with little
fuss. The fuel tank holds just under a half
gallon of gas, and with oil in the injector
tank and the transmission full, the ALT
weighs in at just under 100 pounds.
Everything on the ALT has been de-
signed with safety for small fry in mind.
Even the front axle parts are rubber cov-
ered to prevent gouging of tiny legs. The
whole unit has been put together for the
youngest of rank amateurs, and we think
Suzuki hit the nail right on the head. This
is the perfect learning machine for kids.
HONDA ATC70

Once they get a little more experience,
you can move them up to an ATC70. The
ATC sits four inches higher than the ALT,
weighs about 70 pounds more, and has
considerably more horsepower out of the
box. Obviously, the ATC is still built for
kids, but for bigger kids than the ALT

This is not to say that the ATC isn’t a
good learning tool. It all depends on the
size of the child in question. Anyone over
40 inches tall is liable to feel a little
cramped on the ALT, which makes the
Honda the best alternative. If an inex-
perienced rider is going to learn on the
Honda, the throttle assembly can be ad-
justed to limit the maximum throttle open-
ing and keep the speed down to a reason-
able level.

Bigger kids will also appreciate the fact
that there is a four-speed transmission on
the Honda. There is no clutch to worry
about, being automatic, and the shift pat-
tern is one up and three down—back-
wards to us, true, but the kids won’t mind.
If more power is necessary in the future,
hop-up kits abound for the tiny Honda.

The four-stroke powerplant puts out
plenty of ooomph for such a little machine,
and the AT'C has no problem chugging up
small hills. With a 1.1-gallon tank, there is
enough fuel on hand for hours of bounc-
ing merrily around the yard.

. oy

Our microscopic test rider makes a failed attempt to pitch ’er sideways. The ALT will
do a wheelie if the washer is removed from the exhaust. Even our least experienced
testers said it was more fun in the ‘‘high-performance’’ mode.

SUZUKI ALT50

ENGINBTYPE! 0L it 2-stroke GROUND CLEARANCE .......... 80mm (3.1 in)
BORE AND STROKE ........ 41.0mm x 37.8mm SEAT HEIGHT ................ 470mm (18.5 in)
DISREACEMENT, i1 L Gt e i 49cc CLAIMEDWEIGHT ............c.oiinns 90 Ibs.
CARBURETOR .............00d0es 12mm Mikuni RS st A 145/70-6 Swallow
IGNVTION e A CDI BRAKES .,/ ittty Rear drum only
STARTER! L i s et Recoil APPROXIMATE RETAIL PRICE ........... $499
TRANSMISSION.................. Single speed DISTRIBUTOR:

CLUTGH el Automatic/centrifugal U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.

FUEL TANK CAPACITY ..........cvvutns 0.4 gal. 3251 E. Imperial Hwy.

WHEELBASE ........0.0000000 725mm (28.5 in.) Brea, CA 92621
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Setting the standards by which all others  You'll fly safely through first turn traffic
are measured, Magura throttle, clutch and all the brush you can handle with
and brake controls provide you with the  one of the all new DUO (pat.pend) throttle

series. Based on a
pulley type parallel
cable pull system
these throttle controls
integrate two opening
ratios as firsts on the
market: they are adjustable

ultimate in precision control, comfort, and
dependability. The best racers and dis-
criminating riders around the world
demand Magura controls

for every bike they
ride. Furthermore:
leading manu-

facturers such / to quium
as BMW, i quick or
Husqgvarna, quick
KTM, and action.

Maico — just to
mention a few —
are using
Magura controls as original equipment.

Precision crafted in Germany from
the finest alloys and materials.

Magura’s Pow-R-Levr® clutch and brake
levers are forged from aluminum alloy for
light weight and maximum strength. The
original, unique Magura Pow-R-Levr®
shape increases the power of your hand
while decreasing fatigue, and provides
better control with easier reach. The
complete Magura Pow-R-Levr® is avail-
able for Moto Cross and Enduro bikes.

Or, you can upgrade your Japanese
bike’s clutch and brake with the
Magura Pow-R-Levr® design.

Insist on
MAGURA

For more information contact:

MAGURA U.S.A. Corp.
P.O. Box 68, 2 Union Drive
Olney, lllinois 62450
618-395-2200

SUZUKI ALT50/
HONDA ATC70

(Best Under Real Pressure)

That's BG EXTREME PRESSURE
CONCENTRATE... a super ad-
ditive package. Eye-popping
laboratory and field tests have
shown that when used as di-
rected, in the engine and
transmission, EPC will signific-
antly increase delivered hor-
sepower and greatly improve
shifting and engine perfor-
mance.

BG products for every motor-
cycle need for today... and to-
morrow!

BG Products,lnc.-1504 €.Waterman * Wichita, KS 67211
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The ALT50 englne uses a washer ln the
exhaust pipe to limit power output. With
the washer in it makes less power than a
cheap lawn mower.

TRYING THEM OUT

The ALT is more or less a putt-around
vehicle. The tires are small, and as a
result the ride is a little on the rough side,
although at the speeds the small Suzuki
is capable of there will be no complaints
from the lightweight riders. Even though
it looks like it should be able to turn
around itself, a few of our mini testers
complained the ALT should be able to
turn a little tighter. Go-fasters that they
are, all were happier with the restrictor
completely removed.

The ATC70 makes more power and uses
more gears than the ALT, and is more
suited to a larger child.

The Honda delivers a more comfortable
ride, due in part to the larger tires, and
the ATC’s turning radius was tighter, much
to the delight of the testers. Naturally,
the Honda will pull a faster top speed
than the ALT (which has only a single-
speed transmission), so a little discretion
should be used in planning who gets to
ride what.

Both machines are small enough to fit
in the trunk of your car, cheap enough to
keep you out of hock, and much more fun
than a day at the petting zoo. Whether
your kids are just learning or fast becom-
ing the next Bob Hannah, the ALT50 and
ATC70 are both great machines on which
to learn the joys of off-road. Now you
have no more excuses for leaving them
home. [J

CABLES

Replace your worn cables with GENUINE FAC-
TORY SUZUKI parts. They are designed to fit
each year and model exactly.

THROTTLE

RMi80alllyearsis ... ot e ciltne $ 6.99
RM 100/125 allyears .......... 7.25
RM 250/370/400/465/500 all years 7.95
PE 175/250/400 all years . ...... 7.95
CLUTCH

RM80allyears .............. $ 6.95
RM 100/125 allyears .. ........ 7.25
RM 250/370/400/465/500 all years 8.75
PE 175/250/400 all years . ...... 8.75
FRONT BRAKE

RM80allyears ............ . $ 6.95
RM 100 allyears ........,.... 6.75
RM 125/250/370/400/465/500

alliyearsiiplil. a8 . Al ehethi. /N 7.50
PE 175/250/400 all years ... .. .. 8.25
REAR BRAKE

Cable or rod depending on model and year.
RM80allyears .............. $ 5.95
RM 100/125 allyears .. ........ 7.95
RM 250/370/400 a,b,c ........ 8.95
RM 250/465/500 n, t, x,z,d ..... 6.95
PE 175/250/400 all years . ...... 725

” rog
,..Ah hotd

PISTONS RINGS

Genuine factory replacement pistons.

RM 80 all years $15.95
RM 100 all years .. .. 17.50
RM 125 all years o 112160
RM 250/370/400 all years . . . .. .. 26.95
RM 465/500 all years . .. ....... 31.95
PESIZS alll years sl e a0 22.75
PE 250/400 allyears . ......... 26.95

STD. AND OVERSIZE. PLEASE INDICATE

Genuine factory replacement rings.

RM 80 allyears .............. $11.95
RM 100 allyears ............. 12.50
RMEI25 &l years:: s enmied s o o ol 12.95
RME250/a; b, cl o e s 1 14.50
RME250:07:t; X, 2, i i 7.95
RMESZ0eish: i iR s 18.95
RM 400/465/500 all years . . .. . .. 8.95
REXIZ5 alliyears ., . Hsies s Eht Ss 13.95

PE 250/400 allyears . ......... 17.50
STD. AND OVERSIZE. PLEASE INDICATE

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT. Designed to fit each
year and model. Bolts right on.

FRONT NUMBER PLATE

All models, allyears . .......... $ 9.99
SIDE PANELS

RM 80 allyears .......... $12.95 each.
RM 100/125 all years . ... .. 17.95 each.’
RM 250/3704a,b,c ....... 15.95 each.
RM 250/400/465/500 n, t, x,z, d 17.95 each.
PEATS alllyears’ ../ ot v ak 17.95 each.
PE 250/400 all years . ... .. 15.95 each.

Please indicate right or left panel.

NUMBER PLATES SIDE PANELS

e dSensation of Suzuki.

Suzuki.

PARTS!

WAREHOUSE
From MidweEst Action Cycle's gi- ,‘?\

gantic inventory of genuine SUZUKI \C Va
factory parts. “We've got them all” S,q

in stock ready to ship to you. No %//
minimum purchases. We offer the

lowest prices and the fastest service.

TECHNICAL RACING SERVICES

SUZUKI'S TECHNOLOGY HAS PRODUCED MORE
CHAMPIONS IN MOTO X THAN ANY OTHER
FACTORY TEAM...MIDWEST ACTION CYCLE
DEPENDS ON THEIR RACING "KNOW-HOW"..

YOU MIGHT SAY WE GO “BY THE BOOK"...
SUZUKI'S BOOK

FACTORY PORTING: Same spec's used by National & Inter-
national racers. Each porting job is designed for the type of
power you need. Whatever it takes to put YOU in the win-
ners circle.

ALL RM'S1981-82, -88 MODELS . . . . ..s oo 4ly o $120.00
ALL RM'S, PE'S, TS 1975- to 1980 MODELS . .. ... .. 75.00

ALSO AVAILABLE IN STOCK...NEW FACTORY CYLINDERS
PORTED AND READY TO SHIP TO YOU...CALL FOR PRICES.

POWER BORING: The most critical service performed by us is
cylinder boring...we call our technique “POWER BORING" which
is exactly what you get... MORE POWER...included is:

e special factory clearances,

e all ports chamfered as SUZUKI recommends,

e Exhaust bridge relieved to prevent seizure,

® special micro-honing for excellent ring seating.

ALL RM!STANDIRES ot Sas i e Vi ot $30.00 + PARTS

CRANK REBUILDING: racinG factory spec's are followed.
We use special factory tolerances and only "GENUINE SUZUKI
PARTS". There's more power here...when done our way....

ALL RM'SIANDIREISHEISS . vl N e $35.00 + PARTS
RM 125 B|G BORE K” Bore your cyllnder out from 125

cc's to 145 cc's. Experience the biggest increase in power
possible for your RM 125. If you are a desert, trail or enduro
rider, you'll really haul.

Kit consists of GENUINE SUZUKI piston, rings, circlips, head
and base gasket.
RM 1251977 to1983 models . . . .. .......... $44.95

If you prefer we do the boring for you, send us your cylinder,
we guarantee it'll be done right.
POWER; BO RN G ety e S A tes e s $37.50

DEBORE CYLINDER SLEEVE KIT AMA LEGAL SLEEVE
DOWN KIT Reduces your RM 125 cylinder to 100 cc's. Now
you can race in the 100 class with your RM 125's superior
suspension and technically advanced motorcycle as com-
pared to the competitions 100.

Here's what we do and the parts you receive.

e |nstall 100 cc cylinder sleeve. ® Factory porting. ® Power
boring. e Piston, rings, circlips, head and base gasket.

, RM1251981t0o1983 models . .. ........... $195.00

When shipping, include your cylinder and head.

We also have new completed cylinders in stock...ready to
ship. Call for prices.

PACK UP YOUR CYLINDER OR CRANK AND SHIP TODAY.
FOR PORTING INCLUDE YOUR PISTON...ANY QUESTIONS?
CALL US.

FENDERS

ORIGINAL, stock, made to fit perfectly for
each year and model. No drilling holes...bolts
right on.

FRONT

RMEBOLbYCANtE wen G IARAREE ol (e it $27.95
BMIBO ez i e e s e 24.50
RMIN00/1251b5:C a0t i A s 29.50
RM 250/370/400 a, b, c,n, t .. ... 29.50
RM 125/250/465/500 z,d . ... ... 31.50
PE 175/250/400 all years . ... ... 29.50
REAR

RM80allyears .............. $19.95
RM 100/125/250/370/400 a, b, ¢, n,t 35.95
RM 125/250/465/500 x, z,d .. ... 27.95
PE 175/250/400 all years .. ... .. 36.95
SUZUKI

CLUTCH

PLATES

FIBER DRIVE PLATES

RM 80/100/125 all years . ... $ 4.50 each.
RM 250/370/400/465/500

alliyears ety 6.25 each.
PE 175 all years . . . .. : 4.50 each.
PE 250/400 all years ... ... 6.25 each.

STEEL DRIVEN PLATES.

Replace your stock aluminum driven plates
with SUZUKI STEEL OPTIONAL ones. They
grab harder and last much longer. The hot
set up for the aggressive rider.

RM 100/125 all years ... ... $ 4.95 each.

CHAIN
BUFFER SET

Set consists of swing arm buffer and lower
chain guide roller. The design may vary from
picture, depending on your yr. & model.

RM 80 t,x $10.25
RMBOz,d R e 2l 8.95
RMI 00 Nt s et e 13.25
RM 125/250/465/500

| Ao 1 o O n e A TR0 01 11.75
RE 7S e 1.1 8 gy S 9.95
RE 76 2 e Ui O s e 11.95
PEA260/4001 X0 & e 10.25

SHIFT LEVERS S

GENUINE SUZUKI replacement levers.

RV 8 0 R e o T B8G $ 8.95
RMEB 0 Z 5 rime ety Sl A, 10.15
RM 100 allyears ............. 8.50
RM:1255mifaibicsng t T i ainss 8.95
B2z etk sttt grmiia sl 10.95
RM:1256/250/600:d . .\ s e v s i 15.95
RM 250/370/400/465 a, b, ¢, n, t, X, z 10.90
PE 175/250/400 b, ¢, n, t, x . ... .. 8.95
REATE 7z dhiies o =S sl elpts i v s 10.90
CYLINDERS

GENUINE SUZUKI replacement cylinders.
RMEBO X s T S s $ 63.25
RIMIB Oz e e v e 88.75
BRI Qa6 94.50
RMIO0 05t s bR e s 99.25
RIS s St s e s 110.70
RMET260a0 bt anait Aot win] il 100.10
RM 2572, (d 55 v bl Sl 105.50
RM;2 50t i s b e St 141.50
RMI2 8 0 2o e et 104.95
RM 465/500 x,z,d . .. ........ 147.00
PEATZS[250:t % 2d M e e s 136.95
PE 400 t, x,and RM 400 T . ... .. 171.50

'TO ORDER CALL 312/438-6300 WE SHIP UPS-COD
AMERICAN EXPRESS-VISA-MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED

MIDWEST ACTION CYCLE RT.12 BOX 163, LAKE ZURICH,IL 60047
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SHOWLCASE

ATTENTION RACERS!— HRP Flak Jak—$64.95; JT
V2000, all colors—$84.95; O’Neal Ultra-Lite gloves
—$24.75; new AXO boot in all colors—$143.95;
Moto-X Fox Quick-Draw boots—$124.95; Simpson
Model 52—$114.95. All items in stock, don’t be fool-
ed by imitators. Our prices are the lowest! We ship
UPS daily. VISA and MasterCard. Send for FREE
catalog. COMPETITION CYCLE SPORTS, INC., 20
Route 10, East Hanover, NJ 07936; 201-428- 1735
Call now! (Sorry . . .wrong number listed last month.)
MAICO’S LARGEST DEALER!—Barry Higgins,
“The Maico Meister.” 1983 SPIDER sale; 250s—
$2350; 490s—$2550; Special Racers Program!
ALPHA 1 sale; 250s—$1399; 490s—$1499. Bikes
shipped anywhere! H&H MAICO SALES, 329 Bank-
head Highway, Mableton, GA 30059; 404-941-9184.
UPS parts daily.

PUNK motocross jerseys guaranteed to freak out the
competition & turn heads in the pits. Only $17.95.
Made from 100% cotton, available in S, M, L, XL.
Many colors and designs to choose from. For infor-
mation call 214-388-1941, or send SASE to:
GROVECO, P.O. Box 270252, Dallas, TX 75227. Fast
service. Call now and have yours this weekend. You'll
be bbbbbbbbad!

TIRED OF BACKORDERS? We specialize in YZ/IT
parts. Shipped same day. GARY SURDYKE YAMA-
HA, 2206 Truman, Crystal City, MO 63019;
314-937-9166.

One of the LARGEST INVENTORIES of MX good-
ies in the United States. We have it alll JT, DG, Fox,
Esprit, Bell, Metzeler, Scott, Simpson, O’'Neal and
more. Don't be fooled by the fly-by-night mail order
rip-off shops operating out of their basements or tool
sheds. We will meet or beat any advertised price and
you will have the gobdies in two days. P.S.—We don't
have a catalog, so use this magazine for your free
catalog. TORQUE CENTER U.S.A., 414-786-4420.
FIREWORKS—Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest
prices; illustrated catalog $1.00 (refundable). PYRO-
SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 MS3, Grand Haven, Ml
49417.

CAN-AM PARTS—TOLL FREE # 800-821-7929.
Complete new and used parts inventory. UPS
shipments daily. McBRANN CYCLE SHED, 7206 N.
Oak, Kansas City, MO 64118.

PARTS AND BIKES—KTM, Penton, Maico, Husqvar-
na, Hercules, Sachs, DKW, Hodaka, Rokon, SWM,
Fantic, Montesa, Italjet. Expert Shock Rebuilding.
LETKO COMPETITION CYCLES, 86th & Parallel Park-
way, Kansas City, KS 66112; 913-334-2410. UPS
DAILY, VISA and MasterCard.

KTM! KTM! KTMI—MOTORCYCLES—PARTS—
SERVICE. Special prices on all mail order items.
BRIGHTON KTM, 327 Walnut, Brighton, CO 80601,
303-659-5419.

1983 MOTO-X MADNESS catalog and sticker, Fox,
DG, Hallman, JT, O'Neal, all at super prices! Moto-
X Fox Quick-Draw boots—$119.00. Send $1.00 to
MOTO-X MADNESS, 4511 S. 6th St., Milwaukee, WI
53221; 414-481-5168.

GLASSES WEARERS!! At last—a goggle that fits
over glasses and is COMFORTABLE! All new. Order
now. KRAUSE RACING, 312-344-2233.

NEED EXTRA CASH? Companies need people to
work from home. Start immed. $20,000 plus poss.
Send $2.00 to: HOME INCOME ASSOC., P.O. Box
363, So. Elgin, IL 60177.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT SALES!—Jeeps to
household items avail. as low as 1 cent on dollar. For
information on how to purchase these bargains, call
312-931-1961, ext. 5016 & 5017.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS MOTORCYCLES—4-
WHEEL-DRIVE—Many items sell for under $50.00.
For purchasing directory, send $2.00 to: M.S./., P.O.
Box 334, So. Elgin, IL 60177.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS LAND—Thousands of
acres listed. Many sell for as low as $20.00 an acre.
For purchasing guide send $2.00 to: SURPLUS LAND
SALES, P.O. Box 158, Dundee, IL 60118.

NEW OPENINGS—For nationwide industries. No
sales, will train. $15,000 plus a year. For info call;
312-931-7051, ext. 5016 & 5017.

*

RENTALS, PARTS & REPAIRS:—ATC70, 110, 185,
200 (X) (E), 250R, Yamaha 200, 225DX, Suzuki 4W,
Odyssey, motorcycles and Jet Ski. OFF-ROAD
RENTALS—two locations: 3752 Cerritos Avenue, Los
Alamitos, CA, (213)594-8901; 4418 E. Chapman
Avenue, Orange, CA, (714)771-7390 or (714)891-
9388.

OVERSEAS & DOMESTIC JOBS—OIL RIGS &
CRUISE SHIP POSITIONS—No exp. nec. $35,000
plus. For complete info & jobs, send $2.00 to:
EMPLOYMENT BUREAU SERVICES, P.O. Box 9327,
Downers Grove, IL 60515.

METZELER TIRES—Super values, all sizes. New
3.00 x 21 Perfectcross, and 4.10 x 18 and 4.50 x 18
Metzeler Multicross in stock. Orders only—call col-
lect: 415-838-0458. For free info and prices write:
TIRE FACTORY, 530 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Dept.

DB, Danville, CA 94526. Open Mon. through Fri. 8-5 .

pm. Canadian, Hawaiian, Alaskan orders welcome.
JAWA & CZ PARTS AND ACCESSORIES!—Ship-
ped UPS daily. JB CYCLERY, 17468 RD #25, Madera,
CA 93638; 209-674-4788.

UNCLE DONNIE WANTS YOU!—Team Roost Fac-
tory is looking for OUTSTANDING, dedicated riders
for its 1983 Racing Team. Find out how you can make
our 1983 support program by calling or writing:
ROOST FACTORY, 1430 W. 259th St., Harbor City,
CA 90710; 213-530-8401.

ATTENTION! ADVERTISERS:
Your classified ad can be here at a cost

you won’t believe. Call (213) 981-2317
for details.

MAICO s
largest Midwest dealer—

we discount bikes & parts.

The Great Escape
815-385-8110

4454 Bull Valley Rd., McHenry, IL 60050

MR. CYCLE
PARTS

THE MOTORCYCLE
DEPARTMENT STORE

WILL MEET

ORBEAT

ANY AD IN THIS MAGAZINE
1983 300 page catalog $4.50
Call now!! (201) 462-2016
U.P.S. daily
Mr. Cycle Parts
58 Throckmorton St.,
Freehold, NJ 07728

MCBRANN .
OYCLE SHEDZ:

ESPRIT’ 520 STOx 120 LINKS ... $15.99

CHAIN 520 HDX 120 LINKS ...... $19.99

520 0-RING x 120 LINKS ... $41.99
n I 520x120LINKS ......... $28.99
CHAIN 520 O-RING x 120 LINKS ... $53.99

HUGE STOCK OF PISTONS\, free
FOR MOST BIKES! freight
CALL TOLL FREE 800-821-7929

IN MISSOURI - eI | ) J
816/436-6446 m s

THE ULTIMATE ENDURO COMPUTER
"

“STANDARD PRO”
« All speeds from 10to 60 ® Up to 30 speed changes ® Press button
to display minutes and seconds ® Many additional features .......
$

“SUPER PRO"
All standard features plus: All speeds from three to 82 * Display
warns of possible check locations ® Special check clock made for
ClUDUBE 7.0 ot oatis 6 etnswamas miviaeaiiae sfors (arolatste s)sisall $206.00
Guaranteed unbreakablehandguards .................. $49.60

CALLORWRITE FOR FULL DETAILS
PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS INC.

P.0. Box1294 » Lacombe © LA * 70445 * (604)882-3107

MADEINU.S.A.
6x28-17 AND
6x28-18

Designed exclusively to
harness the ‘‘brute pow-
er’’ of today’s big bores.
Sizes also available for

125cc and 250cc bikes.
Available at better dirt
bike dealers.

DISTRIBUTED BY:
MOTORACE

(413) 734-6211
MALCOLM SMITH
PRODUCTS

(714) 686-1006

DICK CEPEK, INC.
(213) 564-4541

STICKERS! CAPS!
STICKERS! CAPS!
OVER 2000!

® Brand Names!
* Accessories

* Moto-X

* Novelty
STICKERS
For Color catalog
send$4 to:

RACE
READY,
INC.

222 W. Bay Dr.,
Largo, FL 33540

$4 refundable
with first order.

1983 OFFICIAL RACE
JERSEYS

If you missed the race, here’syour chance
Buy 3 T's get a free U.S.G.P. hat
All Jerseys are baseball style.
Carlsbad 500
SGP $12.

Brad Lackey World
Champion....... $12.
LA Coliseum
Superbowl. . .... $12.00
1983 Anaheim Super-
cross - kick off. ...$12.00
1983 Supercross Series

.................. $12.00
U.S.G.P. cap
.................. 0.00
SEND CHECK/CASH All Jerseys available in
ORM.O.TO: S,M, L, XL
Inter’l Conc. C.N. MASTERCARD
P.O. Box 2064 VISA

Mission Viejo, CA 92691 EXP.DATE
Add $3.00 per shirt for shipping, handling & tax
LIMITED STOCK GIVE 2nd CHOICE

i

FREE '1983’ CATALOG

PERFORMANCE AND SUSPENSION ACCESSORIES

Send this coupon and $1.00 to cover
shipping and decal to:

11750 Seaboard Circle
Stanton, CA 90680
(714) 895-1991

(PLASTIC GAS TANKS)
$59.95 plus $3.00 shipping

HONDA YAMAHA
DATC90M10°85. oL ... 200 QYZ snlg
[J ATC 185-200 <ol DIYe 21
{{;};”5’0- .33 HYe i
2 / Y
oR s 74 184 HYES ai]
2 vz .40
[JXR 200R .. 36 s
CICR250 7860 01120731 DX/ 4
CIXRIXL 250500 ... 2.7/35 []AM 12
[JXR 250-500 81-82R..... 38 [JRM '217
(] CR 450-480R 5 [RAM 37
[JCR480R 83.... ... o LM g;
Hﬁxﬂo 12 CIDR250. iKY e
27
[)All pre 81 & AE 420, 37
Oeutoe ot 215 Dby Caylvardd
Circle color: Red Yellow Green Hllmk Hlme \%/“Ilna" H
0 Color catalog and decal ....... Refundable $4.00
0O "I Come On Time" T-shirts (S,M,L,XL): ..... $7.95
counTbown (213)348-838I

22102 Covello Street, Ste. D, Canoga Park, CA 91303

AAProducts—

ANNOUNCING

THE MULTI-PURPOSE
MONEY SAVING
MIXING
CONTAINER

Assures you the
accuracy of mixing
gasoline and oil.

Especially designed

for 2-cycle engines L it [jJ

A

ONLY 38 99 per containerepostage paid

Send Check or Money Order today to:
DYNO, INC. P.0. Box 6707 Omaha, Nebraska 68106

DEALER PRICES * WRITE FOR DETAILS

1983
CR250R
4 PIPE

Track tested, dyno
1 tuned, ultimately per
fected for stronger
yet controllable horse
power. A crushed pipe
is something only the
other guys will have to
worry about. Bolts on
in minutes.

Only. . $104.50.

Ask about our full line of factory pipes. Dealers
please inquire. Contact:

ROOST FACTORY, 1430 West 259th
Street, Harbor City, CA 90710;
(213)530-8401.

Dutch Power
T yRATTNE

GRAND PRIX SUSPENSION
TECHNOLOGY FOR $60.00 TO $110.00!

N:kautgth;'theF; ShocFl‘(s are a combination of your Free shipping on boots.
shock an ite Power Racing modifications. (We take

your shock, service it, install White Power-ty(r; valv- 2 EOYESEN REEDS
ing and oil, modify the external adjustments, and return By e 3.

it to you in three days’ time less shipping. White Power S-potalin iy $10.%
Springs and High-Volume Hose available at additional 4-Petal ........ $17.95
cost.) Available for all current model off-road motor- - 6-Petal ........ $23.95
cycles. Call for your specific needs. Motopro protection 8-Petal ........ $27.95

SHOCKS BY

Sidi or‘!'isprit Pro MX and
enduro boots $147.95.

package. Jofa 100% Motopro Cycle Supply

WP RACING INC.

6340 Georgetow

Middletown, Ohio 46042; 613/422-6622

PARTS OUTLET

207, OFF

OEM PARTS & ACCESSORIES ,,,‘
PS DAILY/ MAC-VISA /TO

800-321-0593

in

PO.BOX 19234 Cleveland.OH 44119

nylon MX pants with

pads $59.95, Supercross

jersey $16.95, JT team
screen $39.95, or purch-
ase all three for $109.95.

P.O. Box54

Croydon, PA 19020
(215) 639-0182

Visa, MasterCard, COD.
$1.00 credit for call.

MAICO's
largest Midwest dealer—

we discount bikes & parts.

The Great Escape
815-385-8110
4454 Bull Valley Rd., McHenry, IL 60050

lar customer prices

THE BANZAI! BROS.
PIPE SKID

—Stops the mashed pipe blues
8 Light weight—heavy gauge steel—
no welding required. Basic Unit
60-80cc— $14.00, 100-125cC
$18.00, 175¢c-Open—$21.00. Tax
included plus $3.00 shipping

NDA-YAMAHA
SUZUKI

Additional components are
available from the Banzail Bros
“Pipe-ine”

Ohio(216)352-3729

Banzal! Bros. Racing
P.0. Box 41457, Eagle Rock,
CA 90041  213-256-4922

Free 1983 Catalog. Send $1.00 for shipping.

A/ R AT Ta2s SIS
6% % sales tax

KTM, Maico and Husqvarna
complete safety seats
$44.95

® One-piece molded construction— made of aircraft
quality, high-density urethane

® Precision molded to fit snugly against gas tank —
will not shift!

¢ All seams double stitched for maximum strength

* Vinyl cover 35% heavier than stock seats

* No cross seams to snag, separate or tear

(HEFEITR] s ey
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To Order By Mail

| NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP
MAKE MODEL YR.
J BLACK O sLUE CJrep
O cHEck [J MONEY ORDER Oc.o.p.

TELEPHONE C.0.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED




710X

Specials
REGULAR

stick-em dp mOT

PRISM RUB-ON
STICKERS STICKERS STICKERS

.50¢ Each .75¢ Each .30¢ Each
DAMN (\ 2
E ...J.‘SE‘ oy el e | ﬁ Fe

b
TEAM
DON'T MESS WITH IT!

@ Husqvarna IFYOU VEGME:V’%:S‘?)IWNLWE
PETTY
EXPERT

—TEAM s

MAICO [ {; ;SSCOTT
tompetition]

HARO

—rEam BELRAY
SUZUKI 'DG :

MEMBER

Bhasy | o
“TEAM SCOTT Fﬁ BARS CLUB

Kawasaki L

MOTOSSFON st [P

* BUMPER STICKERS *
$1.00 Each

O ITIN ‘,?
A ol %% gkas!nvc l

alticser E_ Wllee/ms] ﬁ [MOT0-CROSSII]
\godd feelin IO GHESTIA

VALUE MY BIKE

Your Name

on
our #1 Sticker

We print any
First Name or

6’’ NUMBERS
.70¢ Each

Black-Red-White

01231
, 56709

Sl o SNUG-FIT
peedwagon Al /2 G Ioves

Rolling Stones %
L
JAog/rS::y B XA SUPER GRIP
Molly Hatchet o 2 PALM & FINGERS
The Police O CHECKERED or STARS

Black Sabbath Bruce Springsteen $4 5 OO'PR.

Blue Oyster Cult The Who
Catalogs also available-Motorcycle-$2. BMX-$2. Auto-$2. or all 3 for only $5.

List'what you want stlck 'm 1642 Holmes St.

Price each Item Livermore, CA 94550
Send list and Total Amount to Dept. A

on Silver
Prism material

$3.00 for 3 Stickers F %'\:5
of same Name o1 gond

one size fits all

Please attach, in this space, the label from a re-
cent issue to ensure proper address corrections.

Mail to:
DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE
Subscription Dept.

P.O. Box 9502
Mission Hills, CA 91345-9502

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
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HONDA HOT TIPS
(continued from page 50)

away with the rev limiter on the bike. Un-
plugged, the 480 will rev into never-never
land. American Honda doesn’t suggest
this. We tried it and it works. One draw-
back is the possibility of burning out the
ignition by overrevving it. It’s chancy, but
cures the flat top end on the 480.

One other small thing we did was to open
up the right side of the airbox. A little more
airflow never hurts a big-bore. Over the
new hole we pop-riveted a Pro Circuit flow
vent. This lets air move freely, yet keeps
out most of the giant debris.

IT’S A PAIN, BUT SOMEONE
HAS TO DO IT

Most of our mods are either a pain or
cost money. You’ve already shelled out for
the bike, why not maintain it? In the long
run it has to save you money. The suspen-
sion alterations work. They complete the
package, making the CRs tough bikes to
beat. If you want to win and demand the
best, consider what we’ve said. []

SIMONS—2625 Miller Ave., Mountain View, CA
94040; 415-948-3470. Fork Kits, UDX Upside-Down
Forks, Lower Link, Ohlins Shock.

WHITE BROTHERS—1170 Western Ave., Stanton,
CA; 714-895-1991. White Powdr Shock, Bralded Air-
craft Shock Line.

KRAUSE RACING—305 E. North Ave., Northlake,
IL 60164; 312-344-2233. Sidewinder Sprockets.

PRO CIRCUIT—4212 E. LaPalma, Anaheim, CA
92807; 714-993-5400. Airbox Vents.

RJR—22612 Burbank Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA
91367; 213-710-1106. 40mm Mikuni Carburetors.

LAST OVER

(continued from page 8)

air out of the tires, forks, and shocks until
we got them to work to our satisfaction,
but after that small bit of tuning we were
hitting the trail. Well, there wasn’t really
a trail, but you get the expression. The
ground was loose and rocky, just as we’d
expected, and there was more than enough
dust, but the lack of atmosphere allowed
it to fall back to the ground before it coated
our face shields.

But oh, golly gosh, you have no idea
what it feels like to ride a 40-pound bike
with no gravity or air resistance. The little
electric motors felt like 490 Maicos and a
200-foot skyshot was just as simple as
blasting up the side of a crater. Wheelies
were absolutely nothing at all, so much so
that we had to practically sit on the ‘‘tank’’
to keep the front end down in the turns.
Roosted rocks were a real hazard, though,
and we soon learned to stay back a good
distance rather than get hit in the chest with
one at about a zillion miles an hour.

What can I say? It was great! Lack of
space in this column keeps me from going
into greater detail, and if our pictures
hadn’t been ruined by the lab, we’d be run-
ning a full story on the expedition. Oh,
well; we’ll be going back sometime soon.
If any of you readers get the chance to go
up there in the near future, go for it! And
if you need any info on setting up a bike,
give us a call. We’ll have the boys in the
white suits on you in no time. [

THE MILLER HIGH LIFE

HONDA
V7492

a Dirt Shirts Co.

A= RAMADA

OF THE SOUTH

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

i

/!M/l

ALL THE TOP PROS: HANNAH e« BAILEY ¢ BARNETT e O’MARA ¢ GLOVER ¢ BELL
WARD ¢ HOWERTON ¢ JOHNSON ¢ MAGOO & MORE!

RESORT HOTEL

BUY YOUR TICKETS BY MAIL FOR THE BEST SEATS AVAILABLE & SAVE!

Adult # $12.00 Reserved discount price (regular price $15)
Adult # $9.00 Reserved discount price (Regular price $12)
Child #_______$7.50 Reserved discount price

+ Child # $6.00 Reserved discount price
TOTAL
ENCLOSED $____ (Add 75 cents per ticket for handling.)

Make certified check or money order (no personal checks) payable to Supercross/
Tangerine Bow! or include credit card # below. Be sure to enclose a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to receive your tickets. Mail orders must be postmarked by midnight
May 27, 1983. If you can’t make this deadline, you can still get the best seats available by
phone order (VISA or MasterCard only and discount will not apply). Call 1-305-849-2363.

Mall to: SUPERCROSS/TANGERINE BOWL
P.0. Box 400, Orlando, Florida 32802

VISA or MasterCard #

Credit Card Signature

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone ( )

IR

ALL-NEW TRACK IN THE TANGERINE BOWL—MINUTES FROM MAGAZINE
DISNEYWORLD ¢ SEAWORLD ¢ DAYTONA BEACH!

0067055
Amateur races: Sunday, June 12—race on the same track as the Pros! Lﬂﬂm

. SHTURDAY, JUNE 11, 1983, 8:00 PM .-

A SUPERSPORTS PRODUCTION

TANGERINE BOWL

SEAWORLD

\rv ,«(@

DAYTONA
BEACH

CHARGE TICKETS BY PHONE:
1-305-849-2363
(Race headquarters: Ramada Court of

Flags—$43 rates. Only 15 minutes from
Disneyworld)

PRO RACE & AMATEUR RACE INFO: 1-813-822-8929
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS—(U.S.) 1-800-327-0721
(FLA.) 1-800-432-1171
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The totally awesome ‘83 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG is available FREE of
charge. Send just $ 1 to cover postage & handling andyou'll receive our 64 page
color-drenched catalog filled with the best values in motocross. You get more
for your money with Fox. Don’t get ripped off, get Foxed Out!

Enclosed please find $1.00 to cover postage and handling, please rush my copy of the awesome
1983 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG.

Name: DB
Address:
City: State: ZIRE L i

Send to: MOTO-X FOX, 520 McGLINCY LANE, CAMPBELL, CA 95008 USA

NEXT MONTH IN:

- UNIEIIAIRTE

MAGAZINE

Yamaha IT250: Challenging the Husky Stranglehold
KX60-RM60-CR60-YZ60 Shootout: Rad Rockets
RMS500 vs. YZ490: Not-So-Mellow Yellows
Enduro Bike Hop-Ups e Inside the Factory Bikes:
Why are They So Fast?

Mzma gggceg 1v'slorld
COLOR VIDEO CASSETTE GImRED
“CHAMPIONSHIP TRAINING"

A must for motorcycle racing enthusiasts

Brad shows how his
TRAINING PYRAMID works:

Important and helpful training principles

e daily fraining

e nutrition 34995

e mental aftitude VHS or

e racing BETA FORMAT
__ _RESERVATIONFORM — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
Name
Address
City State Zip

MasterCardNo._____VisaNo. Exp. Date
[J CHECK [ MONEY ORDER NOTE: ADD 6% SALES TAX FOR CALIF. RESIDENTS

[JBETA [ VHS  ALLOW UP TO 45 DAYS ON RESERVATIONS FOR DELIVERY
MAIL TO: BADCO e P.O. BOX 21625 ¢ CONCORD, CA. 94521
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FROM THE SADDLE
(continued from page 7) )

Good news is getting your copy of Dirt
Bike in the mailbox two days earlier than
usual. Bad news is that you are the star of
“Crash and Burn’’ this month.

Good news is getting a pair of tie-downs
returned to you that you had forgotten
about. Bad news is that they’re soaked in
oil and the hardware is rusted solid.

Good news is finding out that you can
squeeze four bikes in the back of your van.
Bad news is finding out that your throttle
cable was ripped off when you unloaded
the bikes.

Good news is getting a brand-new helmet
and giving your old one to your kid
brother. Bad news is when the new helmet
hurts your ears so badly that your nose
hairs bleed and you find out that your
brother let the dog chew up that old com-
fortable helmet.

Good news, no doubt, is when you get
out the night before the enduro and pitch
camp in a fabulous spot next to a babbl-
ing brook under a shady tree on the only
level ground around for miles. Bad news,
for sure, is when you find out the enduro
isn’t until next weekend.

Good news is gettin% to preride most of
the course in a desert race two weeks before
the event. Bad news is when someone tells
the sponsoring club about it and you get
suspended from the district for a year.

Good news is when you get voted in as
a full member of a dirt bike club. Bad news
is when they give you a nickname like
‘““Hog Nose,”” or ‘‘Fenderhead,”’ or
“Bultaco Bill.”

Great néws is when your club gets the
sanction to put on a National-caliber event.
Bad news is when only six guys show up
to do all the work and everybody else has
an excuse.

Good news is when you win the big tro-
phy for high-point rider of the year for
your district. Sad news is when you get
home and see they’ve misspelled your
name. And they’ve got the wrong year and
class down as well. And it’s not just a metal
plaque that can be re-engraved, but instead
it’s all carved into teakwood and covered
with six coats of Atomic epoxy.

Good news is when you give the trophy
girl a giant, long kiss and the gathered
crowd whoops and yells with glee. Bad
news is that her brother is there and he
resents the display. He also plays four posi-
tions for the San Diego Chargers. . .all at
once.

Good news: You find a shortcut home
from the track that will save you at least
15 miles. Bad news: The road is so rough
it cracks your windshield, your speakers all
fall out, the headliner vibrates loose and
you get two flats.

Good news: You sneak a day off from
work in midweek to go trailriding with your
buddies, after telling your boss that you’re
sick as a dog. Bad news: As you head out
of town for the hills, you see your boss

(continued on page 72)

RADICAL

NEW
WAY
OF

GETTING
AlIR!

GET YOURS TODAY!

You don't need 20 horses, five
gallons of gas and 40 acres of prime
turf to get a heavy case of the rad at-
tack. BMX PLUS! Magazine is
America’s best bicycle motocross
magazine and it got that rep by having
the most outrageous pics, clicks and
snaps of BMXers freestyling, bunny
hopping and racing.

Whether you're into pools, National
competition, bike tests, interviews with
the aces, how-to techniques or the hot-
test new products, BMX PLUS! is right
there with the full coverage. You don't
need 20 horses to get rad, all you
need is a subscription to BMX PLUS!,
and a willingness to suspend belief for
as long as it takes to jump a BMX bike
15 feet in the air over a 20-foot span

without a single inch of suspension.

BMX PLUS! RADICALLY NEW FOR
THE RADICAL YOU

DAL 12 O R e, { . T

&

"The Radical You" is me! I want to subscribe NAME
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to BMX PLUS!

[J One Year—$14.98* (Save over $9 off the ADDRESS

newsstand pricel)
0 Two Years—$25.95* (Save over $13 off the CITY

newsstand price!) STATE/ZIP.

[] Please extend my current subscription.
*Canadian subscribers please add $4 for one-year

) I am a new subscriber.
[ My check or money order is enclosed subscription and $8 for a two-year subscription
additional postage and handling.

[J Please charge to my: [ VISA [J MasterCard
*Foreign subscribers please add $5 for one-year

Card Number. subscription and $10 for two-year subscription
additional postage and handling.

Expiration Date. *ALL FOREIGN AND CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS
S PLEASE USE INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER
IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Thank you!

Mail your subscription order to:
BMX PLUS! SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT Post Office Box 9502 Mission Hills, California 91345-9502




When you’re talkin’ Cross-ups &
Clickers .. . You’'re talkin’ “MAGOO"!

" a a \ BEE
DANNY CHANDLER

I’ve worn Hi-Point’s for a whole lot of years
and intend to wear ’em for a whole lot more.
Why?

There is not a better boot and I should
know. It wasn’t so long ago that I spent as
much time under my bike as 1 did on top. To
say | crashed a lot would be an understate-
ment. Naturally when the bike’s trying to
ride you, your equipment takes a lot of abuse.
Last year things really clicked for me
winning the U.S. 500 G.P., all the motos in
the Trophie and Motocross des Nations and
victory in the Suberbikers. Through it all, my
Hi-Point’s held up and gave me more protec-
tion than I ever expected.

When you’re talkin’
boots ... You’'re talkin’

RECIPES 7R ER yiLL
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A0S AEE L poSED-

I really appreciate all the features of the Hi-
Point’s. For ‘example, the padding for the
ankle bone that contains a fiber disc. Or the
protective padding on the inside legs of the
boot. They really work when your foot and
leg is banged against the frame. Hi-Point’s
offer extra padding in addition to trick pieces
of shock absorbent fiber built into the boot in
key stress areas. The toe, the heel, the arch
and even the shift lever area.

I could go on and on about the trick buckles
and sole and colors, ete. I'll take Hi-Point’s
protection and advantages any day of the
week.

Latch ’em up at
your Hi-Point
Racing Products
dealer

201 GREAT NEW
RECIPES FOR
EATING DIRT!

An all-new crash-
course cookbook
for summer!

Take a crash course from the craziest test pilots
Team CRASH & BURN could scrounge up. Two
hundred and one outrageous photographs of
master moto-chefs dicing dirt, slicing dirt. . .and
eating dirt. Combine these moto fotos with side-
splitting hilarious captions and you've got recipes
for foto funnies like you've never seen!

CRASH & BURN's all-new issue for June '83 is
the perfect summer cooking companion. . .it'll have
you boiling with laughter!

ON SALE APRIL 28 OR ORDER YOUR COPY
DIRECT—NOW!

It's cracking me up! Please rush _______ copies of the
all-new June 1983 CRASH & BURN to me immediately!

NAME_

ADDRESS WL

CITY/STATE/ZIP

Make check or money order payable to:
CRASH & BURN ¢ June 1983
Box 9502 e Mission Hills ® CA ® 91345-9502

Please enclose $2.50 plus 75 cents postage and handl-
ing for each copy ordered. Canada add $1.50 and all
other foreign add $2.50 postage and handling for each
copy ordered. All items will be shipped surface mail.
U.S. funds, please.

il
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FROM THE SADDLE
(continued from page 70)
driving alongside you on the ‘freeway and
he sees you. You try to duck under the dash
and succeed only in getting a bloody nose
as you whack your face on the extended
ashtray. The next day, you are fired and
your bike is stolen by a band of wandering
gypsies. When you report it to the cops,
they arrest you for 114 outstanding park-
ing tickets. While you’re in jail, your
girlfriend runs off with your lawyer. At
your trial, the judge, a Sierra Clubber,
throws spitballs at you while the list of
charges is read. When you finally get out
of jail, you find that your apartment has
been turned into a parking lot. The only
thing left standing is your mailbox, which
is now occupied by a rabid bat and a 27-
ounce insect with three blue wings.
Good news: You get the latest issue of
Dirt Bike and they tell you how to get 18
more horsepower from your bike for $1.93.
Bad news: You don’t have your bike any-
more and you only have $1.89, anyway.
Good news: You get a phone call from
the guys at Dirt Bike and they tell you that
you’re a winner in their monthly contest
and have won a brand-new bike and a full
riding outfit. Bad news: the staff at Dirt
Bike offers to break in your bike for you.
Good news: You are smart enough to say,
““Thanks, but no thanks,’’ and rescue your
new scoot before they have a chance to turn
it into watzr-cooled debris. You don’t need
any more bad news, which is good news. [

for Har
Yamaha, Kawasaki,
Suzuki, Triumph,
and most other
makes.

Prices startat $23.95.
Send $2 for 1983 catalog.

CIRCLE
INDUSTRIES

17901 Arenth Ave. ® Industry ®
California ® 91748 e (213)965-1622

ey, Hon, :




CHAMPIONSHIP STYLE
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Crash& Burn
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The Eternal Noodle Helmet Company of Taiwan was recently oo vamara 1 A | | SN e
forced to cease production of its all-rubber helmet when it was ‘ | |

X . ’f ‘McTire Cehter Cycle West | ‘ Sunshine Motorcycle Acc. Tustin Honda
discovered that nearby auto tires had a strong magnetic pull. § Las Vogas, NV, Potaluma, CA. Huntington Beach, CA.  Tusth, CA,
Here are the grisly .results,.seen at Raceway Park Motocross | Qomys vemryons  venuns o S IO A Cycle Sheck Recers Pt Stop

TraCk mn EnghShtown9 New J cr Sey' & Honda of Redlands  Torque Center, USA Honda of Oceanside Honda Town

& Redlands, CA. New Berlin, W, P.O. Box 8448 Stockton, CA. 95208 (209) 463-6143  Oceanside, CA. Fort Worth, TX.
£ N Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Photos by N.R. Rowan
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