o It's becoming obvious that current
1755 are the high-tech class of the
enduro market. All of the manufac-
turers have pul more engineering
advances into this size machine than

175 is the only.
bl from Big Green, and
after less than a year, the KDX has
established itself as one of the best
enduro bikes available. Yamaha has
put all their eggs in the 175 basket

motocrosser,

is also scrambling for a
spot at the front of the class with the
PEI75. Using the chassis design and
basic geometry of the RM125, the PE

change rear wheel assembly add up to
make the PE our choice for the most
improved enduro bike for 1980.
Engine Examination
Al these improvements haven't
been made for the fun of it

Certain of them add flavor to an
already nice muchine, gt = L
couple of them ed.

Take the powelpllm for eumple In

‘more
tractable, but there was no way to
gear out the huge jump from third to
fourth gear, a1d the one ore spot in

SHd i
gtes all this he with a re-
et Staas, porting, and con-
siderably larger transfers. Pipe,
lencer, and carburetion changes com-
bine with the new cylinder to produce
four more horses at top rpm (com-
ed to the N model), with only a
small loss at low and midrange r
old on a minute! Did we read that
right? A small loss at low and mi
tpm, you're thinking, is going to be
usbearable, consideringthe peainess
of last year's bike. Well, don't let it
#0ers you, Mol oflast e e paekl:
ness was the direct result of the faulty
aring and poorly thought-out car-
buretion, and both of these problems
have been taken care of in the T
‘model. Our measuring stick for low-
end grunt 5o far has been the KDX-
175, and when we finally got a chance
t0 ride the PE, we were amazed to
find that it fust about beats the KDX
atits own gam
Lecs faee i, though No 178
anything s going to
et S sy S ) it
Erop of 115 1 goig.to feel nearly
unrideable compared to an Open class
machine. A 175 is made o be light
and nimble, and gets all of its down
low pulling power from a careful
combination of porting and gearing,
and all of the external components
=il mateh. One lile
screw-up in_jetting, or gearing, is
going to make the bike more difficult
1040, 46ur PETS clme o wajclose
to perfect in this respect,
result, we bave 50 cqmplnmls con-

in types of
moderate speed umls‘onum drive
anyone crazy in short order, when as long as we'

oo tving  find the sight ede

el e have oae e complain,
re comparing the PE to
the KDX. During our second test
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session at Texas Canyon, a medium
altitude location (approximately 4000
feet), we experienced a slight power
loss during an extended hillclimb. Not
5o much of  lpss as to make the bike
unrideable, but ust enough o make
it a struggle to get over the top.
e (4 e ot o
the/PE s & taancy 1o hold I 8
little t00 much heat and causes the
i i ks o experienced
by hot-racing 125s. This is becoming
‘common occurance with the latest

when every ounce of power i neded

X’s electrofusion cylinder
e
and therefore suffers not from this
i B the ety of
chrome bores, cannot be honed out or
bored if damaged, so fhe cholce s
between always available power, or
repairability.

Incorporating the shock angle and

biggest imporvements over last year is
the redesigned rear end, whic
delivers just under ten inches of
travel, in a much more sturdy fashion.
‘That RM swingarm doesn’t just look
£00d, it'sstrong 100.

Gas Kayabas, despite the lack of
reservoirs or damping adjustments,
do a reasonably good job of smooth-
ing out the rough stuff, although the
action isn’t quite as cushy as the IT or
KDX. Rather than just skipping over
most_obstacles like the other two

the PE has a som n-
comfortable habit of jolting the rider
quite heavily through rock fields or
square-edged holes. A little too much

SUZUKI
PEI75T

Suzuki’s
Most Improved
Model for 1980

By the Dirt Bike Staff






an extruded sluminum swingarm, and over 9% inches of
Wheel travel.

what happens. The sprockat and the roar brake romain

changing.

PEI75T

compression damping makes the PE's
suspension slightly Stff in the early
part of the travel, however, if the
shocks wear the same as past models,
they should smooth-up some after &
e ot

The forks have been changed, t00,
and ths year offer & few fracions for
travel and air adjustability. They also
exhibit the same stiffness as the rear
end, but once the stock ol i changed,

from the PE’s rear assembly, the
wheel drops to the ground, leaving
the sprocket, brake drum and backing
plate behind. This system allows for
the fastest tire changes possible, as
fcdieimoreihaninie e el

axle threads
. the et sde Xprockel assembly,
ut unnecessary
process even
€ o e e e
can be dropped on its left side, the
axle pulled, and you're left holding &

ut much more pleasant to work witl
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out in the field. Also, because of the
extra bearing in the sprocket housing,
it is much stronger than a standard
Wheel Aliogtlragooddes.

ng
Consacng e chussis
design and suspension, we hi
fim idey of how the new PE w uid
St remembering the. carler
o front-nd washout
made for a very wary
Not 0o fast down a smooth sretch
and then a tum to the left. It felt
pretty good. Next time, we tried it a
litle faster and, wonder of wonders,

geometry, and_the
follows mérrly befin, without. &
whole lot of hopping or skipping to
hinder forward progress. This is, by
far, the best handling PE to date. In
stock form, it’s not quite as good as &
KDX, but with the forks dialed in,
and a good pair of shocks, the PE will
be capable of giving Big Green a run
forthemoney, forsue.

the longer travel suspension,
and a slightly longer wheelbase from
the N-model, the '80 PE works quite
abit better at high speeds in a straight
line. The only type of riding which
will call for a major retune will be
flatout desert-type riding; but

nothing short of a Husky OR will do
an acceptable job in the desert in
stock form.
its and Pieces

The steering head of the PE rides

on tpered roller bearngs. Yasyl
red rollers are the way (0 g0, and

e s tha by thecad of 1981 i
bikes will be wearin

Down from 3.2 gallons last year,
the T-model PE uses a 2.8-gallon fucl
tank. Our best mileage last year was
it udes S0imies on atan o mix
50 expect to get about 10 miles les

The hesdlght/ susber plate s the
c fenders

frame loop for a grab handle. Ah
well. J ust don’t get stuck.

FIM-style side number plates don't
really have much use on an enduro
bike, but on the PE, they at least look

sood.

ingarm rides on needle
h:znngs N:edle oearings die if they
regularly. Suzuki has
a zerk fitting
in the swingarm o make the process

much, much easier. Thank you,
Suzuki.

Neither mc hmkc nor shift pedal
have folding tips on them, 50 ex;

Zh Yo first 3004 fght with &
rock o stump. J ust remember, every






