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THE ULTIMATE
ATV?

The 200 likes to wheelie. A little dab of
clutch and a blast of throttle points the
nose skyward.
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n 1983, Honda blitzed the ATV world

with the introduction of the four-stroke
ATC200X. This machine fit a category of
riders who demanded more than a meek-
motored fun bike with a suspension limited
to large flotation tires. It was also an op-
tion to the highly touted ATC250R, a
screaming horsepower-packed two-stroke.
People wanted the handling, the suspension
and the racy looks. The missile motor scared
them.

Before the birth of the 200X, life in the
high-tech four-stroke ATV lane consisted of
handmade, pieced-together and, more often
than not, confusing puzzles. With a strong,
easy-to-ride engine, full suspension, dual
disc brakes, and a motorcycle-bred clutch
and trans, the Honda ATC200X was quickly
labeled ‘‘the ultimate play ATV.”

Racers, weekenders and play riders
snatched them up quicker than dealers could
floor them. Owners raved, non-owners

dreamed, and dealers couldn’t get enough
of them.

Popular? Don’t ask! For 1984, Honda
didn’t go for the max in updates; they sim-
ply added a little kindling to the fire.
Changes were limited to minor refinements.
They felt that by eliminating the bugs of the
’83, the ’84 model would prove to be even
more of a success. Better ignitions, beefed-
up kickstart assemblies and added strength
to key areas are the benefits of the updates.

MAGICAL MOTOR

The 200X uses a different engine from
that found on the other 200s in Honda’s
lineup. It’s a smaller, more compact, motor-
cycle-type mill. Besides being smaller and
lighter; it puts out a snappier brand of power
than the torquey, utility-based Honda
ATCs. This race appeal is further enhanc-
ed by a manual clutch, five-speed transmis-
sion and a motorcycle-type kickstarter. Old
World automatic clutches and lawn-mower-
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type rope starters don’t appeal to the
“‘racer’’ in us.

We found the throttle response was good.
A slight lag was felt off the bottom, but
nothing alarming. With dead-on jetting, the
manners are focused sort of middle of the
road. It’s not a 10,000-rpm racer, or a trials-
like thumper. Most of the punch is packed
in the mid-range, where it’s easy to use.

With a high-breather intake near the
steering head, the 200X is nearly a subma-
rine in the wet going. Ours always started
first or second kick, was quiet and, with a
spark arrester, was forest legal.

SUPERIOR SUSPENDERS

The 200X is the only fully suspended
four-stroke in the class. The trailing axle
forks put out 7.3 inches of travel. It’s cushy,
with the spring rate and damping set for the
play rider. Air valves will let you firm up
the action, but different springs and damp-

ing rates are needed for the competition or- type . OHC, 1210mm (47.6 in)
iented. i ; i S 190mm (8.0 in.)

Just under seven inches of rear travel is
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Bottoming will send a shock up your spine
when any large bump is hit at speed. Again,
the damping and spring rates are set with
the fun rider in mind. Still, it’s worlds bet-
ter than ‘‘tires-only’’ travel.
BALANCE IS THE KEY

Honda has spent years perfecting the
ATC chassis design. In fact, they have pat-
ents protecting their engine location. The

Holding onto your position can be Each grip features three extra deep
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Introducing the Scott Hurricane Grip. of the latest TPR type compounds.Aper- ©
Designed by Scott with the help of  fect combination of space age materials / _
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thumb inset make the Scott grip more and blisters, Scott grips feature around each grip to guarantee a

comfortable and easier to control. three precut wiving grooves. tight grip in any condition.
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NAVA Goes Off-Road!

Introducmg New Pro-Flex Boots

Off fu‘ id enthusiasts can enjoy completely rebuildable in minutes with
the quality of NA\ A ust a screwdriver. Best of all, they cost
PRO-FLEX. Simply the ultimate Off I'w same as ordinary two‘m’
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NAVA USA A division
of Crown Trading Co.—
5729 Ward-Ave.; Virginia
Beach, VA 23455
Pro-Flex Boots $149.95
plus $10.00 shipping.
Sizes 6" to 11'2, Red,

YeHow. or Black Buckles:

Fue! (ONEAL)'84 Catalog

60 pages of the latest racing apparel and
accessories in full color.
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Send To: O'NEAL U.S.A.

9555 Owensmouth Avenue, Chatsworth,
California 91311 USA.  (818) 998-1049

Randy Russell aviates our 200X. While we
liked the suspension, landing from a jump
is a jolt. Competition riders will need to
beef up both ends.

200X is so balanced and predictable that it
rates as one of the best-handling ATVs ever.
The bike can be blasted over trails with an
amazing amount of confidence. Trails, sand
dunes and the normal ATV fun stuff sub-
stantiated our feelings about the 200X.
Great, about sums up the handling.
BITS AND PIECES

Brakes at both ends are superb. Both
discs are drilled and hydraulically actuated,
with their action being on the intense side.

We hated the thumb throttle. Racers toss
them off in favor of a more normal twist-
type arrangement—enough injured thumbs
already. Grips are typically Honda—deluxe!

A skid plate and wide fenders protect the
underside of the bike and keep dribble off
the rider quite well. The front fender and
gas tank are wind-tunnel tested, meaning
they’re designed to force cooling air down
to the engine.

Trick aluminum wheels and tires with a
stiffer sidewall than normal offer more
strength and aid in the handling department.
The tires help work with the suspension, not
as the suspension like old-style ATCs.

FINE-LINE BOTTOM TIME

Finding a glitch with the 200X is not on-
ly tough, but nearly impossible. The bike is
expensive at $1748 but worth every penny
of it to the ATV enthusiast.

No doubt about it, the ATC200X is
Numero Uno in its class. Plush suspension,
great handling and a deluxe all-around four-
stroke motor put the Honda years ahead of
the competition. It’s a winner. [J




