


SUZUKI PE4A00 ENDURO

TORQUE TANK

If You Can Get The Traction, It’ll Idle Up a Redwood Tree
By the Dirt Bike Staff

There’s something awesome about
big-inch enduro bike. You have this
little feeling locked away in the back of
‘your head that you can blast up, over or
through just about anything that might

spec sheet says that the bike weighs in
at249 pounds, bone-dry. Let's examine
this for 2 moment. Consider that the

e e
mix—that's nearly ds. A quart

when you consider that it's not one of
o

cangely, the weight of the PE could
oo b [l when iding he bike, even
it the ek =l thetop The
is a very tall bike, and riders e
10wl have difhealty slinging a5
erecthesadle

Once you get on the bike and settle

down, yow'll immediately notice how
far forward the layout of the PE makes
you ‘e & normal rider—say

position, you'll be seated at the front
cdse of the sddle, with your upper
chighs toucbing he

i sy o weigh the
e n e
concentration from the rder to get his
weigh back for the high-
speed rough stuff. The shorter riders
will find themselves oceasionally get-
ting smacked in the butc by the back
edge of the saddle and geuting their feet

get in your way. The fecling exists be- d about 400ce in
—it'steal.  thefork

Any of the serious 500 class enduro  You can see that you're right in the

bikes have a surplus of power. When a  275-pound range..and that’s without

long kil B g oGl o 4 ki i o Sl Ty

will want to add. And 275 pounds is al-

ar o
two. nm( e
Jines. Nope. You just twist the right
side of the brs a bit more and your
speed will increase s you go up the
il Try the same thing on a 175 what-
ever, and you'll be hunting for lower
e s gysin o= e ke

most XRS00 country. Fat city. Down
the Yellow Pork Road, etc

After looking carefully at the biggest
PE, we honestly don't know where the
weight comes from. Probably, most of
it comes from the frame, which is a
dead ringer for an RM-N or T chassis.

fer, And then, when you're five or six
feet from the top, the engine will hic-
cup, sigh once and die. It's then that
you wish you were on a big enduro bike
Tike our test PE400
Just about the only times you'll wish
you irenoton the mighty P, will be
to horse the bike
xhrough a !ough section. .ot pick it up.
i you've lost
T 7B s ey moak o donts
about that. Too heavy, we feel. The

Except that
stel and o chrome. moly ke it
‘motocross bro

A beamttilly aited. alumisom
swingarm is at the rear and magnesium
case covers are on the engine. Some
weight could be pared off by swapping
some of the steel pieces with alu-
‘minum, like the brake pedal and the
shift lever. The exhaust system does
not appeas to be overly bulky, and the
silencer/spark arrestor does a great job
at keeping the bark down, especially

Actually, i's probably best o pave
this sort of a seating position, as the

e e
the best turning units around, and
without heavy front-end weighting,
have enough washout to make steering
accuracy at low and middle speeds

2

uifer
Our test bike was casy (o thread
through tght sections and would flip-
flop through esses nicely. Th
limiting factor i that the stecring lock
is 100 restrictive. Still, that's easily
fixed, All you have todo’s file the nubs.
off the bottom triple clamp to et what
ever increased steering arc you might
want. They're aluminum, o this
should be an easy task, and Should not
affect the stength of the clamps,
cither
Hey, but what about the motor? The
engine is an absolute delight. The revs
can be dropped to the basement and the
chug right out with no sweat
Decp sand or mud could be totally ig-
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red. You can idle arous ar
fe \epesbousla s iena vl
throttle on smoothly without a hint of

PE400 by about two ler
the gears and by five or six mph on the
e
ever, the PE will gain revs,
ﬂu\:kex g the T nd ll secally
tum sooner and
Where the IT425 is like a. smm umm
the PE is more nimble and responsive,
Because of the tall saddle and long
travel (10.1 at the rear and 9.8 in the
front), the PE hasa distinct tendency to
eelie. So you have to watch it a bit
in the lower gears until you get used to
the power.

One thing we liked about the PE was
the fact that it featured  primary Kick-
s which s do not have.
05, Yo con it ke Mk s

or threc-kick starter, but the kicks had

be good, strong, hard ones. This is
ot ¢ iy engine, make o mtake
about tha

Tidy front end has a lot of noat, small
foatures: rock guard over headiight,
and multi-purpose,

e than enough avel at
ither end, but we felt the forks were
far superior As with any
g00d set of KYB forks, you have air
caps and a multitude of adjustments
available to you. They absolutely can
dialed in to suit even the most f

riders. We ran
SR

Were Elessel. Sotre Hiders swess by
23%-weight fork oil, though. Experi-

ment.
The shocks on the PE do not have re-

mote reservoirs, are not rebuildable
and only have 4 preload adjustment.
ing adjustments are built into
te frankly, it's about
hoek technology
was passed on to the PE. Our shocks
chattered too much over stutter-bumps
and also rebounded t00 quickly. With
time, the compression damping should
fade, but then, so will the rehound
damping. This will make the rear-cnd
kick-up cven more pronounced. Plan
on a lot of front-wheel landings or the
uschsse ofsccesoy shock,

PE was quite possibly the
emihi St
We could even find neutral with ¢
engine running. At times, we shifted
up and down without the clutch. Back-
1 ol he ol rcsonaly Vs ol
it o

e e lariog ern
come to mind. The rear wheel s a
S e
¢ a eal time-saver for those fiends
who ride Qualifiers and live to tell

about it. A slot in the backing plate
rides on a lip of the aluminum swing-
rm, st semove the ehain, back of
the brake adjuster, slip the axle
e whel pxacually - -
ground. Ve

The complain b o
brake. For years now, Suzuki has had
e

“The hoings flex baly and ¢

braking deficiencies on their RMs by
ingo 4 YZ bl Perbaps il canbe
e hege. We'll experiment down-
o
While we're on the subject, the
levers are still the same old shapeless
items they gave you back in the days of
the Challenger and the Cyclone. It's
high time that Suzuki copied someone
—anyone—in this department. By the
way, there’s an excellent throtdle as-
sembly on the PE. I¢'s a straight-pull
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unitand is we
Bits and Pi
Our taillight fell apart in the first

RMS', is stock. Side pancls are FIM-
style ‘and are tucked in closer than
those on the MXers. Your legs don't get
pshed out oo by

L Sl
e e oo and

A great odometer rides in front of the

2uki tool is nesting by the front num-
bexplte. We'd rathersee ool bag on

small et = (it e
rubber e
them m,. oo

Themesdocbleis nicely routed and
has clean and smooth guides. Strange-
e e
three times over the period of a month
A detachable sidestand, just like the

Large, oasy-to-road odometar s ideally
Iocatad.

i
and appeared to be well-made. They
survived s few bsi cashes and L

“We didnot ke thetres Al oy
were Dunlop Sports K290s, fr

SUZUKI PE40OT
Specifications.
NAME AND MODEL i PEOOT
ENGINETVPE. Tk, macvaes
e
BORE AND STROKE X
DISPLACEMENT. e
HORSEFOWER (GLAIMED BY FACTORY) /A
CARBURETION ko
PRI RECOMMENSES JETTNG:
NEEDLEJeT. ]
JETREEDLE oiim2
PILOTIET “
SUDE NUwBER i 25
RECOMMENDED GASOLIN frami
RECOMMENDED OIL (MF™. Surcdl
FUECTANK CAPACITY Hanr-HMImr
FUEL TANK MATERIAL
GAS/OILRATIO. "5
(UsnicaTiON bromix
RO Foum gimon/ s box
&t W s i
TRANSMISSION. 1 e s6ed. co
EARBGK RATios

when riding.
an unprotected area of the cases just
waiting for a roc
The rear brake is cable-operated and
crosses over to the other side. Normal
me to expect this sort of ar-
rangement to be mushy, but we were
quite pleased with the brakes at the
back end
The brake )M.JA\ aod the ahiftr are
not folders

be used as pl , part of the
time they'll get raced at the local moto-
cross tracks, lights and all, and the rest
of the time they just might be entered
in the occasional enduro
In all of these areas, the PE will do
the job, I¢'s fast enough to win the Be-
sianer or Norice lase st you ol
track in stock trim, has more than
cnough beans to clim the tallethll
and will do over 80 miles per hour cross-
country, What are you waiting for?
—

5 %
‘GERRING, FRONT/REAR
IouITION ve
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? Yo
SHEEen PR ARRES TR/
exXHAUST SvSTEM Egaion cn;m
FRAME, TYPe Chrome ol steh sz
i cade
wheeLase 58 o om
SRouNp CleARANGE i b
HEAD ANGLE B degrens
TRl 43 nche 125
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS .25 pound
i
RIMMATERIAL uminamstoy
e sats:
ERONT 3001 478 oty
REAR. S0 prkncsey
SUSPENSION:
FRONT. TYPEAND TRAVEL ... Looding e
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL . Swisgbrn oo

INTENDED USE, MR
‘COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

o 8 s

S oS
OVERALL RATING. FHOMO T 100 VARIOUS

" KELPING INTENDED USE OF
MACHRE NN
gt
Fension
Bow

cost
APTENTION T0 DETAIL
EFFECTIVENESS, STONE STOCK

B8RS

Good job hors.
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