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the most power from an engine. The
internal springs in the sheaves can be
switched to limit maximum revs for
longevity and also change the rpm
point at which the belt starts to engage.

Two different reduction systems are
incorporated into the drivetrain. The
driven sheave is reduced through a
transfer case and then a sprocket/chain
final drive is used. The drive sprocket
is bolted to the solid rear axle which
rides on pillow block bearings bolted to
the frame.

Also attached to this live axle is a
cable-operated mechanical disc brake,
so both—and only—the rear wheels
have braking.

While the rear is solid-mounted,
there is a suspension of sorts up front.
A single trailing arm is damped by a
small coil-over-shock on each of the
front corners. This suspension doesn’t
aid the handling as much as it just
soaks up some of the bumps.

Most of the suspension, though, is in
the basketball-like tires. Both front and
rear donuts are mounted on eight-inch
steel rims, but the overall diameter and
width of the tires differ greatly. The big
tires run very low pressures—between
three and five psi—and absorb most of
the bumps at the front and all the
bumps at the rear.

Driver accommodations include a
roll bar and a four-point seat and
shoulder belt. With the limited sus-
pension, the belt is necessary to stay in
the Odyssey. Rough terrain can literal-
ly pop the driver right out of the thing.
The roll bar is high enough so that if
the Odyssey gets upside down, neither
the driver nor the steering yoke will
make contact with the ground. The
contoured seat back adjusts forward for
small drivers, but the thin seat bottom
stays in place.

A ladder-type frame, constructed of
square tubing, is utilized. An addition-
al cage of round tubing encircles the
engine, gas tank and drive system, as
well as being the base for the roll bar.
Another tubular guard at the nose pro-
tects the driver and the single head-
lamp.

All the fenders, nose section and
floorboards are made of an unbreakable-
type plastic. They seem flexible
enough to withstand a fair amount of
crashing.

Driver impressions

If you've ever driven a car on dirt
roads, in a gravel parking lot or in
similar ‘‘off-road’’ conditions, you'll
know that it is easy for the front end to
‘‘plow’’ or understeer. Most of this is a
result of weight distribution of the
vehicle and driver.

Even with the engine at the rear, the
Odyssey exhibits this understeer at low

(Continued on page 64)

Half-turn lock-to-lock steering butterfly sports throttle trigger and on/off
switch on right and brake trigger and light switch on left.

T

Engine compartment is packed with gas tank on right, air cleaner and USFS
spark arrestor on top and torque converter, reduction drive and disc brake on
left behind shrouds.

Two-stroke 250 engine consists only of crank, case and top end. There are no
gears, clutch or other usual bike stuff. Pull starter is at right front of engine
compartment.

AUGUST 1979/ DIRT BIKE 61




HONDA FL250 ODYSSEY (Continued from page 61)

speeds, and the looser the terrain, the
more it plows. This is normally con-
sidered better than oversteer, though,
and it just calls for a different driving
technique. It can best be described as a
flat-track or dirt-track style.

When entering a corner, the driver
just twitches the wheel to kick the
back end out a little and then gives it
throttle to keep it there. With the back
end loose, and doing the steering, the
driver can literally do a tight enough
spin at low speeds so that the inside
front wheel almost pivots in place.

If the front end starts plowing in a
wider arc than where the driver aimed
it, he can just tap the brake to transfer
the weight to the front tires for a little
more bite, or to get the back end kicked
out. Back on the gas and it dirt-tracks
through the corner.

Grabbing a big handful of brakes in a
slide can, and will, pop the Odyssey up
on two wheels and sometimes over on
the roll bar. Making contact with a
berm or particularly sticky traction
while sliding sideways can also get the
Odyssey to turn over. As long as the
driver can remember to keep his hands
on the steering yoke, he’ll be just fine
in a roll. But the reflex action is to
reach out to break your fall. Thisis a
big mistake, because the added weight
of the Odyssey (400 pounds) won’t do
anything for your arm. Some of the
racing Odysseys utilize a nylon net—
ala NASCAR stock cars—to keep the
driver’'s arms inside.

When the brakes are applied to the
big rear tires in a straight line, the
Odyssey stops quickly and the trans-
mission disengages and the engine goes
to idle. Stalling the engine is nearly im-
possible, which is good, because you
have to start the engine from outside
the vehicle. It’s a pull start, so keeping
the Odyssey in good tune is best, un-
less you want a set of ‘'Hulk'’ arms. A
hand brake keeps the Odyssey from
getting away during the starting pro-
cedure. Our starts always came from
the first or second pull.

Since there is very little suspension,
the Odyssey is most at home on
smooth terrain. It’s not that it won't go
through some nasty stuff, it’s just that
if it’s very rough, the driver takes a
beating. Also, the large tires cause the
Odyssey to ‘‘dribble’’ like a basketball
through bumps, bouncing up to two or
three feet high. Surprisingly, though,
this four-wheeler will go almost any-
where. Good driving traction from the
rear tires and excellent ground clear-
ance make it a really good cross-
country vehicle. It still won'’t go every-
where a bike will, but then, nothing
with four wheels will.

Out on a short track, or a smooth TT
layout, or out on the sand, the Odyssey

If you're into the Odyssey scene,
there’s a shop up in Northern
California by the name of Dirt
Werkes, and they’ve got a whole
slew of trick goodies forya'. We
had a chance to ride one of their
machines in Pismo, and the im-
provements are outstanding.
Here's a list of their products:

Spark arrestor
Lectron carburetor,
34 or 36mm
Aluminum air box
assembly
Clutch kit
Small hand-built pulley . . . $65.00

is an absolute ball. In big, drifting
slides, pivoting on the veritable dime
or charging up loose sand dunes, it's
easy to get carried away and run it out
of gas.

If you've always thought of yourself

Water-cooled head assembly
(includes radiator) :

Nerf bolt-on bars $35.95

Overhead bolt-on roll bar . . $44.95

S&W shocks

Goodyear 21x11-8 tires. . ..$41.95

Heavy-duty wheels

Number plates (pair)

Rear axle support

Simpson wrist restraint

Simpson neck support

Cylinder porting

Cylinder milling

From Dirt Werkes

8141-A Belvedere Ave.
Sacramento, California 95826

‘as a young A.J. Foyt on the dirt at Terra

Haute, or you're just looking for a
change of pace (and it’s something your
lady can drive easily), we heartily rec-
ommend Honda’s FL250 Odyssey. It's
agas![J
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