hen the Japanese first built ATVs,

the idea of racing such short
wheelbase devices was laughable.
Almost everyone who saw them — and the
few brave souls who rode them — branded
them dangerous but lots of fun.

Opinions have changed. New skills
have been developed which make riding
three-wheeled buggies as much a
specialist sport as any of the other
branches of motorcycling.

The three-wheeled Kawasakis which we
have seen prior to the Tecate were strictly
agricultural machines with slugging four-
stroke engines and paddle type tractor
tyres. A far cry from the reed valve two-
stroke engined rip snorter which Team
DBR straddled.

The Tecate, named after the starting
point of the famous Stateside Baja desert
race, is almost a racer. It's quite easy to
make it into one but as supplied the
machine has some extraneous items
fitted which are best removed before
trying to mix it with the Honda (and some
Yamaha ATV) mounted riders.

Being a 250cc machine the direct
comparison between it and the ATC250R
Honda has to be made. Both are
powered by motocross bike engines,
both feature rising-rate rear suspension
systems and we are bound to see some
head-to-head clashes between the two
marques in the near future.

When Honda first brought ATCs to the
UK, it tried the policy of saturation to
establish their position in the market. The
Tecate is being sold in this country in
much smaller quantities than the Honda.
A Kawasaki UK spokesman would not
reveal the exact quantity of machines
being imported, but the impression given
was that there were not very many.

We found the performance of the
Tecate to be quite electrifying, bordering
on petrifying on our fear scale! The bike
has a conventional twistgrip, rather than a
thumb operated lever.

The Kawasaki is fast—and how! The
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five-speed gearbox, although very, very,
easy to operate, seems rather excessive.
The prescribed riding technique is to use
as high a gear as possible, keep the
throttle well open and fan the clutch to
get instant acceleration. Once moving it's
fourth and fifth gears all the time, with
third only being used for very tight turns.
As standard the machine has a spark
arrestor which is the first thing to remove.
It doubtless stops the bike from setting
light to the surrounding countryside but it
strangles the performance too. Team
Green had already removed the offending
part before we tried the three-wheeler.

The other item which should be
despatched to the bin is the front light.
Fitting lights at all seems rather strange.
If the bike is supposed to have a market
as a shepherd’s transport, (well, they do
have sheep dog trials don't they, so surely
shepherd racing is only one step
removed?!), the front light should have a
swivel facility rather than being in a fixed
position.

Another alteration called for is to the
position of the fuel tap. It sticks out and
is easily switched off when clambering
around on the bike. Turning it through
180° to put the operating part of the tap
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under the tank would overcome this
problem.

At the rear the bike has Uni-Trak
suspension connected to a purposeful
swing arm. Drive is transmitted to the rear
wheels by a chain. The stub axles, which
are slightly tapered to reduce weight and
improve the torsional strength, fit into
either side of a stubby live axle. The disc
brake is mounted on the opposing side
to the drive sprocket. Sheet steel guards
are fitted to the drive chain and the disc.
The rear suspension seemed quite
squashy which, initially, seemed all
wrong.

To ride one of these bikes fast round
corners the tyres have to be hard to allow
them to skid over the ground with the
front wheel on full opposite lock. If the
rear suspension is soft it can interfere
with this type of cornering. In practice the
back end could be hung out at will, but,
because of the size of the very flexible
rear mudguard unit, when hanging off the
side of the bike to corner, your weight is
well forward, thus allowing the back of
the bike to skid over the top of the dirt.

The folding footrests are very long, and
they need to be because there is always
the worry of getting your leg caught
under one of the rear wheels of an ATV.
With long footpegs it should be quite
difficult to miss them in the heat of the
moment. Using the kickstart does get
your foot tangled up with the foorest and
the mudguard. If you use your heel
instead of the instep the problem is less

_pronounced.

The machine rides very like the Honda.
If anything it's got more bite and in a
straight line it could well be faster. As
with any three-wheeler you have to work
hard when riding, taking most of your
weight on your feet to allow your arms to
be quite relaxed. Even front wheel
landings don't upset the stability of the
Tecate. Where possible, a flattish
trajectory is the best jumping method,
trying to land with all three wheels in
contact with the ground at once.

As a fun bike the £1789 asking price is
too high. As a race bike it's not
overpriced and we think Kawasaki will do
well with this one.

To summarise, the Tecate has enough
power to stand itself on its rear wheels
with the slightest tweak of the throttle,
suspension both front and rear, excellent
handling which would have you believe it
has a longer wheelbase than it actually
does, and the mean looks of a race bike
which, in truth, it really is. Take off the
lights, discard the spark arrestor, put on

LEFT: The twin tube engine cradle is well braced at
the footrest mounting points. Sheet steel skid
guards protect the drive chain and the disc.

FAR LEFT: The single strut Uni-Trak rear suspen-
sion and live rear axle are easily reached for adjust-
ment and maintenance purposes.

ABOVE: Performance from the 249cc liquid-cooled
engine makes for very fast riding, if you dare.

your body armour and
prepare to scare

yourself witless. Please,
Lord EMAP, can we have
one as a project bike?

___liguid-cooled, reed
. ‘valvekd1 single cyl.
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