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brute. the 1984 Nissan 4 x 4. -

 Its tough in the rough but easy

o get your handson..
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‘ torque, from the cnly twin-spark

hemihead going.
» Wide-Clearance independent front

_ suspension steps over rough stuff
- instead of bouncing like solid axles.
i Twln A-arrhs clear obstacles with

* Rugged double-wall cargo"beaL
tailgate lowers 90; 180; and is =
removable.

® 3-across seating in Deluxe and
Long Bed.

See the full line of Nissan 4 x 45,
including the Sport Truck and King
Cab“” (shown), a Nissan innovation.
lesan 4x4: one tougg hugk
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ULTRA-LITE GLOVES [ ™ |

The hottest motocross mitt made!
Nylon tops with unique padding
design for freedom of movement
and protection, padded goatskin
palms, 3-color Spandex sides for
perfect fit. Colors Blu/\Whi,
Red/Whi/Blu, Yel/Blu, Yel/BIk,
Sil/Blu, Red/ Yel/Blk, Grn/Blu.

B Kid sizes S(5), M(B), LG(7), $23.95
iy and Adult sizes S(8), M(9), LG(10), | DARRELL
| XLG(11). $25.95 | SCHULTZ

T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS,
CUSTOM LETTERING

You can order any jersey or logo
design on any shirt! Men and Ladies
T-Shirts, $7.95. Athletic T-Shirts,

. $9.,95. Long sleeve T-Shirt,
$13.95 Hooded Sweat Shirts,
$19.95 Logo, Shultz and Malherbe
T-Shirts, $8.95 Custom lettering |
at $1.50 per letter and $2.50 per
number. Call for more info on
available colors, sizes and special
designs.
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FREE O’'NEAL CATALOG!

QOur latest full-color catalog stuffed with the
trickest new gear for you and your bike or
ATC. Send $1.00 to cover postage and
handling, or free when ordering with a
purchase over $10.00.

~ Diesemey] O

/ ULTRA-LITE PANTS AXO BOOTS

/ The lightest, most comfortable pants in motocross. Rugged nylon The choise of World

construction, leather reinforced knees, comfortable Spandex side trim, Champion Andre

knee/ shin guards and hip pads. With brand names in O'Neal Blu/Whi, Malherbe, AXOs are the

Red/Whi, Red/Blk; Honda Red/Whi, Red/Blu; Suzuki Blu/ Yel, Blu/Whi; only boots with the

Yamaha Blk/ Yel, Red/Whi; Kawasaki, Maico, Husky, Can-Am, KTM. comfort of leather and the

Adult sizes 28-36, $89.95. Selected Kid sizes 22-24, $79.95 protection of plastic in a

highly supportive lace-up

Hi-performance, long lasting jerseys with white golrftpRA okt system Colaip e

: panels and colored  yeg| /By, Blu/Whi, Yel/Blk

back panels to match Ultra-Lite and Cool-Lite Pants in colors Whi/ Blu and Tt : 6-13 5'159 95
Whi/Red in brands O'Neal, Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki, Maico, Husky, (]S;SZS. il '”

Can-Am, KTM. Sizes S, M, LG, XLG. $23.95 sl Lt -

size

“TOO HOT"
KARI

ORDER WHILE IT'S HOT!
(213) 998-10439

California residents see your local O'Neal dealer.

1. Prepaid orders over $10.00 will be shipped freight free
2. All C.0.D. orders must be over $20.00. Sent freight. collect,

ROK JACKETS
High cost protection at a
budget price. Colors
Red/Whi, Blu/Whi,
Blu/Yel, Blk/Yel. ROK
Jacket with front

3. All prepaid orders under $10,00 must include $1.50 shipping.
4, M/C or Visa orders - $10.00 minimum shipped freight free.
5. Foreign orders prepay. in U.S. currency - add 10% shipping
6. Personal checks allow 45 days before shipping.

[0 MasterCard [ Visa [ C.0.D. Cash
[J Money Order [ Cashier's Check

protection only, $29.00 ; lh\l::ine
ROK Jacket Il with front Cit L i
and back protection, S;:yt Zi
$38.00 Number bib, Ph?:nil ) i
59,90 Card # Expires
ULTRA-LITE (BRI | L e e S e O
JERSEYS ‘ NO CUSTOM LETTERING C.0.D.
50/80 cotton/ polyester 3 e Name Applied
blend in colors Whi, Red, ’i ) Number Applied
Yel, Silver in Kid sizes o Cost/Letter
SMLG, $13.95 and Cost/Number
Adult sizes S, M LG XLG, o7t Nl et s S
$16.95. Includes choice Gty. Size Color Amount
of brand designs on f

2al U.S.A. 9555 Owensmo
ath, CA. 91311  (213)99¢
4534 O

o



Every season we keep our eyes
peeled for potential whirlwinds.
Because what starts out a dust devil
can, like Bob“Hurricane’Hannah,
take the motocross world by storm.

Like our larger CRs, its berm-
blasting liquid-cooled engine pumps
out more low and mid-range torque,
thanks to our exclusive ATAC™

system. And more top-end
< power, with a new expan-
sion chamber and higher
compression ratio.
N\ Also new is the
} CR80R’s bolt-on rear
frame section for
{ easy maintenance.
For smaller
experts theres the
CR60R.

Exactly why we build the CRS8OR.

And both CRs come ‘with dramat
ically improved suspensions. Larger
diameter forks and our proven
Pro-Link™ rear suspension have longe
travel to soak up whoops and hold
the inside line.
So get the 1984 CRSOR or CR60R :
Who knows. Breeze to a champion
ship and your middle name mlght be
“Hurricane’too.

 ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET AND EVE PROTRGTION, Dmliuml

for operator use only, CRs are d&slﬂud for motocross use only
to ch: without notice. © 198! can Honda Motor Co,, Inc.

+ and an sold“AS 15" Without, wartanty Specifications aitd avadlahility suby
# Dept. 718 MX4, Box 9000, Van Nuys, CA 91409,

Fora fee hmchum‘m your He onda dealer. Or write: Ameriean Iluudu.

Y
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'FOLLOW THE LEADER
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Mega.gnarly news ON THE COVER:—Larry
Baker hangs buns on the

MR. KNOW-'T-ALL near-supersonic KTM

1 A tt f : 't- 125. After a couple of
nggnesr &RF:'?OE” 1es jumps like this one, we

wound up stapling his

2 R d . . gloves to the grips just to
eader communication keep him on the bike.

NEW PRODUCTS Ultra-radical photo by

Tom Webb; stylish sepa-

Awesome stuff
72 CRASH AND BURN
How not to race Supercross

ration by Valley Film.
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DONELSON
CYCLES, ==

3328 Woodson Road  Motoreycle
St Louis, MO 63114 People

1-800-325-4144

ORDER BY PHONE TOLL FREE

FREE FREIGHT*

MISSOURI CALL 314-427-5523

“48 CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

C.0.D. - Money Orders - VISA - Master Card - (Personal Checksallow 3-4 weeks)

BELL HELMETS
( Reg Our Price
m ' ; Moto 3 $149 95 $109.95
)

Mini Moto 95 $69.95
Mag 1] 9.95 $63.95

@ >

Mv;)del 83 » /\ 7 SCOTr

SIMPSON HELMETS
REG. Our Price
Model52  $129.95  $99.95

White orBIue‘ : GOGGLES
$14 95 Model 90

Black with
Red or Yellow gradient lens

Model 89

O’'NEAL ULTRA-LITE
JERSEYS
50/50 cotton-polyester with ur
most team logos and colors. Price

Adult and children sizes $15 %
.

$16.95 $20.95
¢ . SCOTTMX GLOVES

Red, Blue or Yellow

\ OUR PRICE $17.95

GOLD MX
KIDNEY BELT $18.95

O’NEAL PROTECTION
Red/White

O’NEAL ULTRA-LITE MX
PANTS

with most team logos and colors.
Features: Double sewn leather knee
protection, side stretch “‘spandex’’
and full size knee/shin protectors.

REG. $89.95 ourprice $84.95

Shoulder pads and Blue/Yellow
chest protector. Black/Yellow

$49.95

WRITE for

ECONOMY NYLON MX PANTS
WITH FULL KNEE CUPS AND

HIP PADS $59.95

M. ROBERT

M. ROBERT HI POINT 3
PLASTIC ROBOOT 2 LEATHER BOOTS PRO MX BOOTS N
White, Red or Blue MX or Enduro sole Red, Blue or Black
Sizes 7-12 Sizes 6-13 Sizes 6-13 b
REG. $109.95 REG. $129.95 OUR PRICE W
999.95 . v  ¥99.% _ .4"
«» DUNLOP TIRES
K190 REC it Brics P SHIPPING ON
Tora,
360x14  $37.37  $25.95 K138 REG.  Our Price ||ttty 6-PACKS &
41014 44.45 30.95 410x18  $67.40  $49.95 CASES ONLY
5.10x 17 73.14 49.95 450 18 73.19 55.95 H
410x18 65779  39.95 510x18 7880 59.95 |MC! )
s s 5.95 K5 (u’ aml ) $3.25ea $15.95 $59.95/24 ct
y Chain Lube
510x18 7725  52.95 3.00x 21 7250  49.95 [g,, 49500 1895 36.95/12ct
CHENG SHIN TIRES 7 ol
irae (Motzeler Copy) R0z 395ca 18.95 36.95/12ct
C 1832 385x14  $21.95 410x14  $22,95 |ForkOil
3.00x14 $16.95 5.00x17 38.95 530x17 40.95 16 0z 225ea 1195 2295/12ct
360x14 19,45 3.60x18 26.95 35018 25.95 | AirFilter Oil
300x18  21.45 410x18  33.95 37x18  29.95 |160z 250ea 12,95 24.95/12ct
3.60x 18 g.ss 460x18 39,95 4.10x18 33.95 TSUB
4.00x18 .95 C 703 4.60x18 39.95
450x18 37,95 500x18  41.95 6530x 18 44,95 ARKCHAIN
3.00x21 22,95 530x18  44.95 3.00x 21 23.95
METZELER KNOBBY TIRES MULTI-CROSS
o 4PRNYLONPLY  MOTO-CROSS 450 x 17 $59.96 SIze Our Price
410x18 58.00 a28HX110
500 17 $72.00 450 x 18 84.00 a28Hx120 —————= $18.00
100/90x 18 51.00 520X110 —
TR 61.00 PERFECT CROSS 520x120————— $28.00
150/80x 18 70.00 460 x 18 $59.95 DID “O” RING CHAIN
300 x 21 48.00 510x 18 67.00 620X110——
325 21 63.00 300 x 21 48.00 s20x120 ———50.00

ANCRA
TIEDOWNS pr.

$12.95 (5~

> BUMPER $29.95
@// CARRIER pr.

Piston Kits

(std. and oversize)

Model

Piston Kit Model Kit Model Seal Sets Gasket Sets
Y280J $31.90 Y280J $37.00 Y280J $9.20 $7.75
YZ100J 26.40 Y2100J 44.00 YZ100J 8.80 7.45
YZ125J 31.60 YZ125J) 47.70 Y2125 13.10 9.40
YZ250J 45.70 YZ250J 48.50 Y2250 20.18 9.90
YZ490J 57.20 YZ490J 46.00 YZ490J 16.28 11.30
IT175J 36.70 1T175J 48.30 IT175J 8.80 7.80
1T250J 40.00 1T250J 48.50 1T250J 16.28 9.80
1T465J 58.00 1T465J 43.60 17465 16.28 13.00

Piston kit consists of piston, Rod kit consists of rod, lower bearing, Prices may vary according

rings, wrist pin and circlips.

FREE FREIGHT ONLY 48 CONTINENTAL U.S. THIS AD SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS ADS

YAMAHA PARTS .

e AT

Rod Rebuild Kits

lower pin and thrust washers,

© L ef e

Seals and Gaskets

to year of bike.
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From the Saddlie

Listen to the radio
By Rick Sieman

H oward leaned his head back and
poured the bitter-cold beer down
his throat. A certain quantity of it trickled
out of the corners of his mouth and disap-
peared into his rather thick beard. He then
semi-suppressed a belch, hunched forward
in a conspiratorial manner and fixed his
somewhat bleary eyes on his best friend and
riding partner, Wally. ‘It can’t miss. I
don’t see what you’re so worried about.”’

Wally ripped open his eighth bag of fried
pork rinds with a particularly sharp tooth.
“Man, I just don’t know. What if it doesn’t
work?”’

Howard snorted. ‘“What have we got to
lose? Look, we’ve been riding enduros for
how many years now? Have we ever won
a trophy? No! And we’re good riders. Wal-
ly, we can keep up with anyone, but you
know neither one of us can do any sort of
timekeeping worth a rat’s butt. I say we go
for it.”’

Wally tilted his head back and yet
another beer disappeared. ‘Run it by me
again. I want to be sure I got it right.”

Eager now, Howard lowered his voice,
pushed a large pile of food, glasses and bot-
tles aside and started: ‘‘Okay, here’s how
it works. When we sign up at the enduro,
we make sure that one of us signs up about
a half hour before the other. That ought
to put us about 20 minutes—or 20 numbers
—apart.

““Then, we make sure that those trick
helmet walkie-talkies are on the same fre-
quency. Now, let’s say that you get number
47A and I get 65B. That should keep us
well within the ten-mile operating range of
the radios.

‘““‘We won’t even bother with anything
complicated. The guy in front rides real
fast, way too hot, and if he burns a check,
well, he just takes the penalty points and
makes a mental note of the mileage. As
soon as he clears the check, he radios back

to the guy behind and lets him know where
the check is and exactly what the mileage
is. All the second guy has to do is look at
his clock and chart and see when he should
be there. After that, it’s just a simple mat-
ter of riding in on time and zeroing the
check.”

Wally scratched his chin and looked
heavily puzzled. ‘‘But what happens if the
going gets tough? What if the second rider
can’t keep up the schedule?”’

Howard rolled a cold slice of pizza into
a tubular shape and stuffed the entire thing
down his throat in one smooth motion.
““No sweat. You know how enduros are;
you have an easy section, then a tough sec-
tion, then an easy section, and all you have
to do is be wherever the secret checks are,
right on time. If a tough section is coming
up, the guy in front can warn the other
rider about it, and he can get on the gas
way before he gets into the rough stuff. If
the whole enduro is tough and neither one
of us can keep on schedule, so much the
better. We can ride as well as anybody else,
so we just ride as hard as we can and hope
we do well.

“So, the way we work it is, one week you
ride up front and the next week I ride up
front. This way, we should each win a
trophy at least every other race. Seeing as
we haven’t ever won anything, I figure
we’re way overdue.”’

Wally looked deep into his beer glass.
“‘But isn’t that sort of cheating?”’

Howard threw his hands up in disgust
and rolled his eyes skyward. ‘‘Hey, you
read the enduro rule book, just like I did.
Where does it say anything in there about
not listening to music while you ride?”’

““Music? What are you talking about?”’

“‘Simple. These units we’re going to tape
to our helmets are more than just walkie-
talkies. They also pick up AM and FM, and
will play tapes, too. These suckers will do
just about everything. If anyone notices
them taped to our helmets, just say that you
play rock-and-roll while you ride to help
you relax. The microphone will be taped
to the inside of your full-coverage helmet
where no one can see it, and the earphone
is'small enough to tuck inside of the foam
in your helmet liner. Hey, these things cost
us $149.95 each, so you know they’re
deluxe. Any more questions? No? Good.
Let’s have some food and drink to celebrate
all the trophies we’re going to win. Say,
Ramone. . .a pigeon taco for my friend
here and I’ll have the perro burger with the

- double side of fries. And a pitcher of suds.

No, make that two pitchers of brew.”’

k* ok 3k

That very next Sunday, Wally signed up
at the sagging card table that served the en-
trants at the Flaming Buzzards Deadly Bad
Rock Nasty Gulley Bone Crusher 100-Mile

Enduro. He drew 27A. A short time later,
Howard drew 47D. They viewed this as a
good sign—being an even 20 numbers
apart, just as they had talked about at
Ramone’s Bar and Grill and Bar.

At exactly 9:26, Wally pushed up to the
starting line with the large radio taped to
the top of his helmet. He drew puzzled
looks, but no one said anything. At 9:27,
he fired up his IT and snubbed it into gear.
A minute later, he flipped the radio switch
to “On” and started talking: ‘‘Hey,
Howard? This is Wally. Do you read me?
Ten-four, over and out, or is it over easy,
or what?”’

‘““Yeah, got you loud and clear, Wally.
But, listen. . .cut out that World War II
talk and just let me know what’s happen-
ing, right?”’

““Sure. Well, I’m doing about 45 or 50
and it’s only a 24-mile-per-hour average to
the three-mile speedo check. That should
be no problem. You could maintain the
first average on a street bike. Whoops!
There goes the three-mile speedo check.
Sure are a lot of guys with earlier numbers
looking at me like I’m some kind of a nut
case. Think I’ll just wind it out, ’cause the
course looks like it’s heading for some
rocky canyons. Four-ten, over and under,
read me clear and loud, Roger back to you,
no Smokies in sight, put the hammer up
and the metal to the pedal, good buddy.
I’ll report back as soon as anything comes
up',Y

‘“Look, can you please spare me all the
CB stuff, Wally? Let me know when the
terrain starts getting rough.”

“Okay, I’m coming up on mile 11 and
it’s an 18-mph section and there’s no way
I can hold that speed. I’ll be lucky to
average ten through here. Lots of rocks and
rain ruts. Whew! Seriously hard work.”’

Howard listened to huffing and puffing
sounds for a while, then heard Wally yell,
““There’s a check coming up at 14.6; it’s
right over a rise. Pretty sneaky.”

Howard was already riding at this time
and keeping an ear carefully tuned to the
conversation: ‘‘Hey, 27A...what’s that
stupid-looking thing you got on top of your
helmet?”’

“Oh, that? Well, I like to listen to music
while I ride. Keeps me real loose.”’

Howard blitzed through the smooth sec-
tions at a high rate of speed, and when he
got to the first rocky section, he was so far
ahead of schedule that he was able to cool
it and still stay hot. When he came up at
14.2, he saw the rise that Wally had men-
tioned. A glance at his clock showed that
he was eight minutes early, so he stopped
the bike and checked his chain adjustment.
With a minute to spare, he fired up his bike
and rode slowly over the ridge. . .and there
was the check, sitting innocently, waiting

(continued on page 70)
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Last Over

The national garage
By Paul Clipper

€6

Hey, man,”” Smitty said to me,
‘‘you’ve got to get my bike work-
ing! I don’t know nothing about this stuff,
and you’re my only chance. I just want to
ride, ya know?”’

I looked down at the naked piston of the
ancient Matador and shuddered deep in-
side. ‘‘Smitty, you really should have got-
ten in touch with me before you went over
to look at this bike: You would have saved
both of us a lot of grief by not making that
clown $300 richer.”’

‘““What do you mean?”’ he asked; ob-
viously offended. ‘“This is a great machine!
He told me the whole story of the classic
Bultaco Matador, and I wouldn’t want
anything else after learning about such a
fine bike!”’

““Classic, huh? Did it ever occur to you
that something was wrong when it wouldn’t
kick over, mutoid?”’

‘‘He said all it needed was a spark plug
and I’d be on my way.”’

‘‘Smitty, the crank is seized! When you
push down on the kickstarter, it doesn’t
move.”’

““He just said that the spark plug would
set it straight, and the only reason he didn’t
do it was because he didn’t have any spark
plugs there. Honestly, I don’t know why
you didn’t even tryit....”

I looked down at the frozen crank and
fought off the urge to hit him in the head
with a fork leg. Smitty doesn’t know a
whole lot about bikes, obviously. I ex-
plained to him as sweetly as I could that
nothing short of gravity and intense, direct
heat would get that crank to move, and it
wouldn’t be much more than a puddle
afterwards.

““You mean he lied to me about the spark
plug?”’

*“ ’Fraid so. Maybe you could go and get
your money back?’’

““There’s no way, Clip. He was packing
out for Montana when I saw him; he’s
gone. But I do like the bike. . .isn’t there

something we can do to get it running?’’

What could I say? I told him I’d try to
get him a new crank, but I wasn’t about
to promise anything. He brightened up
considerably, and then left me to the job.
If he wasn’t such an old friend, I would
have beaten him about the head and body
and then forgotten all about it.

Into the Yellow Pages and on to the tele-
phone. I figured the first call should be to
the location of the old Bultaco shop in
town. To the ‘‘location,’’ because the Bul
shop had sold out and left town years ago.
Maybe I’d get lucky. ..

““Hi. I wonder if you would have a crank
for a Bultaco Matador in stock?”’

‘““‘Are you sure you have the right
number?’’

““Yeah, I was just wondering if the old
owners had left any parts behind.”’

Uncontrolled laughing from the other
end of the line. ‘‘Yeah, they did, but we
threw out all that stuff years ago. . .heh,
heh! C’mon, you aren’t really serious!’’

“‘Really! I’ve got a Matador with a stuck
crank and I want to fix it.”’

‘““Where’ve you been the last couple of
years? On the moon?”’

“Not since March.”’

“I don’t want to hear about it. Here, I’ll
give you the number of a place in Orange
County that may be able to help you.”’

The Orange County Home for the Be-
wildered didn’t have any Bultaco parts in
stock either, and for the next two hours I
made phone calls to every possible place in
the country. No luck. Smitty was now the
proud owner of a giant red hood ornament,
and I gave up and flicked on the TV.

‘...yes, and we have 342 stuffed alba-
trosses, as well as nearly 1,000 finches of
different varieties.”’

I just caught the tail end of a progress
report on the inventory of the Smithson-
ian Institute in D.C., and my eyes snapped
open as the speaker talked about all the
weird things in the ‘‘back room.”’

‘““We have easily 30,000 different sea
shells from the Atlantic alone, classified by
region. We have 242 of Alexander Graham
Bell’s first telephone poles, and 120 geared
starter mechanisms for the first Model
T ,,

I was on the phone to them in an instant.

““Good afternoon, Smithsonian.”’

‘““Hi. I want to talk to your director in
charge of motorcycles.”’

““That would be Mister Pneumus in the
motorized biwheel division. Just a moment,
please.”’

Click. Buzzz. Brinnnng.

““Arnold Pneumus here.”’

‘“Hi, Arnold. This is Paul Clipper from
Hi-Torque Publications here. I’'m looking
for an engine part for a unique motorcycle,
and you may be able to help me.”’

“I’ll do my best. Is it a street bike or a
dirt bike?”’

Wow! Now I was getting somewhere. “A
dirt bike,”’ I replied.

“Okay, I’ve got the list right in front of
me. You may not realize it, but the Smith-
sonian has the largest stock of motorcycle
pieces in the known world.”’

“Really? I didn’t know that....”

““Oh, yes! Here, let me give you a few
examples. Top of the list—AJS Stormer
non-unit transmission, 85 each. BVF carbs
from early MZs, 43 pieces. Ceriana fork
seals, 753 pieces. American Eagle trans-
mission gears, assorted, 1,746 pieces.”’

“Wow! That’s really amazing!”’

‘““Hah! That’s nothing! Need a set of
Hatta forks for a Kawasaki Bighorn? We
have 3,000 of them. How about CZ bars
with the welded-on lever posts? We have
163 on the shelf.”’

““Hey! You could open up the classic
bike shop of death!”’

““Sir, the Smithsonian never sells any of
its stock. We only loan pieces out to non-
profit organizations for study purposes.’’
He was proud of his work, but he obvious-
ly wasn’t an enthusiast.

“Well, that’s exactly what I need,”’ I said
in my most official tone. *“I’m doing an in-
dependent study project on the Bultaco
Matador crankshaft, and I wonder if you
have one in stock.”

““We have 300 of them. How many do
you require?”’

I requested only one, please, and con-
vinced him that Hi-Torque was a non-
profit organization by sending him a copy
of my pay stub.

Smitty’s out on the trail these days, for
better or worse, thanks to a little rooting
around in the nation’s garage, and the last
I heard, Arnold Pneumus was merrily
counting his PAL spark plugs. One last tip,
though: If you ever need to study one of
the Smithsonian’s Matador cranks, order
at least two. They’ve got 299 in perfect
shape, but one of them is a little tight. [
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Bits & Pieces .:

‘ "V‘J"Y“ 7 i b Bt o2 ’. v’ “. L
Johnny O’Mara finally nabbed his
first 125 title, displacing perennial
champ Mark Barnett. Jeff Ward finish-
ed a close second in the 125 fight, with
Barnett nailing down third. Broc Glover
topped the Opens to add another title
to his growing collection. Kent Hower-
ton ended up second and Danny Chan-
dler third. Look for complete coverage
next month.

GRAND NATIONAL TITLE

David Bailey has taken his second
and third titles for 1983. At the final
outdoor race held in Millville, Minneso-
ta, David copped a second overall that
awarded him the 250 outdoor title and

125 FINAL POINTS STANDINGS

1. Johnny O’Mara (Hon). ....... 462
2. Jeff Ward (Kaw)............. 454
3. Mark Barnett (Suz)........... 441
250 FINAL POINTS STANDINGS
1. David Bailey (Hon) .......... 440
2. Scott Burnworth (Suz)........ 403
3. Bob Hannah (Hon) .......... 374
500 FINAL POINTS STANDINGS
1. Broc Glover (Yam)........... 471
2. Kent Howerton (Kaw)........ 438
3. Danny Chandler (Hon)....... 356

WRANGLER GRAND NATIONAL

g

s

EUROPEANS TAKE CHARGE
Another 500 MX World Champion-
ship has been decided at the final round
of the series. Hakan Carlqvist and An-
dre Malherbe were both fighting for the
title, with the final nod going to the big

Swede, Carla. He finished the Dutch
GP with'’ just enough points to knock
Malherbe’s bid for a Championship into
never-never land. Carla and his mighty
Yamaha went six-four for the day’s
event, giving him the points needed to
take the title. Malherbe posted a four-
one score that left him a scant seven
points shy of the title.

In the 250 World Championship fight,
Georges Jobe lanced reigning World
Champ Danny LaPorte’s chances early
by clinching the title two races before
the final round. LaPorte, who started
the year slow, won the final round at
the Finnish GP. Danny ended up sec-
ond in his bid for a repeat title per-
formance; third for the year went to
Kees Van der Ven on a KTM.

Although Team Yamaha’s Jim Gib-
son started the year off with a bang, he

st i

ANSWER SWEEPSTAKES

Answer Products is running a
sweepstakes that might net you a new
Isuzu 4WD pickup, a 1984 Honda
CR250, or an all-expense-paid vacation
to Hawaii. Entry forms are available
from your local dealer—all you have to
do is fill out the coupon. Be sure to
pick your favorite dealer, because if you
win a truck, he gets a free trip to
Hawaii. For more info contact Answer
Products at (805)257-4411.

(G A ]

HANK SCOTT GIVES HONDA
FIRST-EVER MILE WIN

Hank Scott, who joined Honda
halfway through the year, has given the
red team its first-ever mile win and its
second dirt win. Held at the DuQuoin
State Fairgrounds, Scott battled with
Bubba Shobert and Jay Springsteen ear-
ly on in the race. Springsteen dropped
back with tire problems, and the real
race developed between Scott and Sho-
bert. At the checkered flag, Scott won
by less than two feet.

(]

JACK PINE NATIONAL ENDURO
The unveiling of a 500cc Husky
Automatic at the Jack Pine National
Enduro proved the undoing of Mike
Melton (Hus) and John Martin (C-A).
Terry Cunningham piloted the proto-

RUMOR MILL

Rumor has it that Danny Chandler is
going to Europe to compete in the 500
GPs for ’84. Also going around is that
he’ll be on a Honda and will be teamed
with Andre Vromans and Eric Geboers,
formerly of Team Suzuki. Andre Mal-
herbe has ticked off the final days of
his Honda contract and no one seems
to know what machine he’ll compete on
in ’84. Graham Noyce will ride either a
KTM or Cagiva in the 500 class.
Georges Jobe is out of a ride, which is
odd considering he’s the 250 World
Champ. American John Finkeldey will
compete in Europe in the GPs on a big-
bore KTM. Danny LaPorte and Hakan
Carlqyist will return for Team Yamaha,
but neither will compete in the Trophee
and Motocross des Nations. Former
World Champ Brad Lackey still hasn’t
finalized his plans for the coming year
—he’ll probably be a no-show. Yes, it’s
true that Team Suzuki has pulled out of
GP racing altogether. []

(] o]

USA DOMINATES MOTOCROSS
des NATIONS

America’s team of Broc Glover, Jeff
Ward, David Bailey and Mark Barnett
stomped the Europeans in the 500cc
MX des Nations. By taking three of the
top four positions, the Americans made
believers out of the highly touted
Belgium team. Broc Glover won the
first moto, followed by Jeff Ward, then
Georges Jobe and David Bailey. Barnett
had trouble and didn’t finish in the top
ten. Moto two saw Bailey take the win
after Glover flipped and had to work
back up to finish 12th. Andre Vromans
was second, followed by Jeff Ward and
Mark Barnett.

The 500 race was expected to be our
tough one, considering the Belgians had
so many good Open riders. The Tro-
phee des Nations is held in Czecho and

18 run on 250 bikes. We’ll have a full

report next month.

GOODWIN GETS THE AX
FROM THE AMA

Mike Goodwin, Stadium Motosports
promoter, has been axed from the 1984
Supercross lineup. He was told that the
AMA would not sanction any of his
events, which include the Coliseum,
Rose Bowl, Anaheim, and others. On
the average, Stadium Motosports events
draw large crowds. The dispute stems
from SMC’s scheduled San Diego and
Sacramento Supercross races, which
were refused sanction from the AMA.
Goodwin went ahead and joined up
with CMC and is putting on the races
anyway.

[

SUZUKI POP TOPS
At the Pasadena Supercross, George
Holland’s bike featured a fake gas tank.

: . fizzled, due to the relentless charges of { type SO0AE to the win, edging out Actually, it housed the air filter, and
gave him the points to barely edge by ! g;u:léa?l?nggnS)TAND INGSS 60 Eric Geboers and Michele Rinaldi. ! tZ:mmate Melton by just f%)urg seconds. ; IR Pl TR Belgsg the gas was held in the left side of the
Mark Barnett for the Wrangler Grand T Barne)t,t e 859 Geboers and Rinaldi, both Suzuki i This three-speed version of the Auto AR England machine. Notice the air scoops on the
National Championship. Barnett went 3 Bioc!Gloves s e 825 mounted, ended the year first and sec- { should see the dealer’s showrooms in e s SRed A .L'Li);embourg front part of the tank. The top of the
two-two for the day, leaving him just 4 Jeff Ward CRb T 807 ond, with Gibson taking third in his i 1984, as the final stages of testing are & M rs T Erance air filter/tank unsnaps for easy access
one point short of the Grand National ! ooo rookie season. | being done right now. O ol S e to the filter.
title. [ ] ] ; A (A P 4 (continued on page 68)
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A MATTER OF PRIORITIES

e [ receive a massive amount of mail here at
the tastefully decorated DB offices. Even
as I type this, I can see the Umerian
ferns bathing in the soft glare of an
amber bug light, and only the merest
hint of corrosion at the base of the cof-
fee can used as a plant holder. Plush?
Don’t ask! But, I digress. Back to the
mail for the moment.

Many readers keep asking how to in-
crease the performance of their par-
ticular motorcycle in the same breath as
asking how to cure a chronic problem.
Something like: “‘Dear Mr. K, I have a
high-speed miss in my 250 Honda. By
the way, how can I make it faster for
under 50 bucks?’’

A word of advice from one who
ought to know:. Before you even think
of spending money on performance .
boosters, make sure that the basic
business is taken care of first. That is,
make sure your bike is mechanically
sound. I can’t tell you how many bikes
I’ve been riding around with a trick -air-
box and a 3150 pipe installed, while
they exhibit the classic signs of smoke
blowing associated with bad crank seals.

Dirt bikes are faithless creatures and
will let you down in a moment should
you ignore inspective maintenance. By
this, we mean that you should regularly
take apart the things you take for
granted and inspect them. Things like
swingarm bushings, steering head bear-
ings, brakes, wheel bearings, etc. When
items like these are kept fresh and tight,
the overall performance of the bike will
stay high. Let these things get sloppy
and all the bolt-on goodies in the world
won’t help.

Putting money into an unsound bike
is much like hanging streamers and
tinsel on a cow with hoof and mouth
disease. So, let moderation and com-
mon sense be your guide. . .or don’t
even consider getting a reply from this
department!

By the way, there are those who per-
sist in scrawling their letters to this de-
partment. As you might know, type-
written letters are given distinct pre-
ference, so conduct yourself according-
ly. Address all correspondence, mar-
riage offers, bribes or hate mail to: Mr.
Know-It-All, Rondo Talbot—Purveyor
of Facts, DIRT BIKE Magazine, 10600
Sepulveda Blvd., Mission Hills, CA
91345. o

CHERRY PICKING IN MISSOURI
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

At a recent race I got blown away by
a guy who insisted that he had never
raced before. I checked around later
and found that he used to race Pro. His
name is Vincent Clark. Do you think
you could verify this old comet?

Vic Valdovinos
Willard, MO

P.S. What can I do if he was that
good?

According to my files, a certain Vin-
cent Clark is a 96-year-old retired flat-
tracker who is registered as legally blind
by the state of Missouri. He also has
two wooden legs and drools a lot when
gumming his breakfast, which is limited
to gruel and egg whites. You should
certainly be humiliated to be beaten by
this former dirttrack racer. At this
point, your racing career looks basically
hopeless.

WIDOWMAKER—AN
ARTIST’S VIEW
Dear Mr. Talbot,

I keep hearing about a monstrous hill
that people keep attempting to climb. I
would like to know just how tough it
really is. The hill? The Widowmaker. I
also heard that people try to do it on
750s and even 1000s. Is this true?

I wonder if you might be able to
publish a photo of this hill for me and
my fellow subscribers. If so, I would be
very thankful. I would like to know
why such bikes are used if all these new
thumpers like the TT600 or XR500 are
out. By the way, I love your magazine
and always look forward to it for good
tests.

Matthew Gamlin
Nicholasville, KY

Oh, yes indeed, Mr. Gamlin, there is
a hill called the Widowmaker, and it is
long and tough enough to demand not
only big-displacement bikes, but exotic
fuels as well. I’ll do even better than
running a photo of the hill. Here’s an
artist’s rendering of the Widowmaker;
study it carefully.

TOP

BOTTOM

While the new four-strokes are good
bikes and make excellent all-around hill-
climbers, only the specialized hill-climb-
ing bikes really stand a chance of get-
ting over the top of a hill as tough as
the Widowmaker.

Mister Know-it-All

LESS SOUND—MORE BRAINS
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

I am 12 years old and have recently
bought a 1982 YZ80. I think the bike is
really great, but it is kind of loud for
the areas where I ride. My question is,
can anything be done to quiet the bike
without changing the power characteris-
tics? Do the advertised spark arresters,
such as Answer Products, cut down on
the noise any? I read your column all
the time and look forward to hearing
from you.

Scott Kopiel
Shokan, NY

It is indeed refreshing to receive a let-
ter such as this. You are clearly a fairly
intelligent young lad, especially com-
pared with the average minibike rider,
who is about as astute as a lump of
Cheddar cheese.

You most certainly can use a product
like the Answer Product silencer/spark
arrester, as long as you keep it freshly
packed from time to time. All of the
stock mini silencers are on the harsh
side, stock. Congratulations on your
“‘sound’’ approach.

BULTACO BULLY?
Dear Mr. Know-It-All,

I recently read a letter in the August
’83 issue of Dirt Bike about a guy who
liked his ’72 Bultaco 250 and wanted to
know what tordo to his bike for under
50 bucks. What you replied was not
very nice to a person who wanted your
advice: ‘““Why don’t you drill a
5/16-inch hole in your tank, insert a
brass pipe in it,”” and so on. Just
because you don’t like Bultacos, you
can’t pick on him. He may like them.
Why don’t you be nice for a change?
One of these times someone is going to
get back at you!

R.C.
WA

I am not a bully by nature. The occa-
sional brusqueness of my replies comes
Jfrom the inherent fatigue and pressure
of dealing with rampant stupidity of a
mind-bending nature. Your idle threats
fit neatly into that category. Consider:
The fellow sought advice and honesty.
Should I have told him to go ahead and
waste his money on that wretched relic?
Should I have encouraged him to sink
hard-earned bucks into a rolling rat
hole? Would I be able to sleep soundly
at night if I had encouraged him to put
one more dime into that pile of pot
metal, fiberglass and electrical danger
called Bultaco? I think not.

One more thing, R.C. from WA,
wherever or whatever that is: I know
karate, jujitsu, kung fu and several
other Oriental words. So there! []

14  DIRT BIKE / NOVEMBER 1983

NAME: B5ob Hannah.
AKA: Hurricane I Buckwheat.




CONSIDER

If you put Bob Hannah on one of
the new 1984 Honda CR motocrossers,
you better keep your goodbyes short.

Bob not only shows you how fast a
motorcycle can go, he shows you how
to make it go even faster. Same goes
for 1983 Supercross Champion David
Bailey. As well as everybody else on
Team Honda.

Together they pushed our 1983
factory machinery to the limit. And
the difference it made for our produc-
tion lineup is
ready for you
to experience.

Moto-
crossers based
on principles
developed by
Honda. Re-

M fined by Roger
£ DeCoster.
Tested by
Team Honda.
On some of
the world’s

toughest

Bob Hannah and Dawvid
Baileys accomplices
wclude (clockwise from
upper left): 1983 125
National Champion

ational Champion tracks.

Johmny OMara, Danry

“Magoo” Chandler, Goat Machines

Breker, Brian Myerscough. SO fast. So light.

CRIZ5R.

So responsive. Youd swear they were
handcrafted works bikes.

The CR500R. With a new 491 cc
engine that combines outrageous
horsepower with plenty of tractable

Partner in
creme wot
David Bailey 4

\ snatched the

\ 1983 Wrangler
4 Super Series,
250 National
and Supercross
Championships
and got
away clean.

torque. The suspen-
sion’s been refined for
even better response.
And to ensure that
the CR500R is the
most potent open
class weapon |
you can buy, we
built works tech-
nology into
every piece.

The
CR250R. The

”

Bob “‘Hurricane [
Hannah.

closest thing you can get to 1983
Supercross Champion David Bailey’s
factory motocrosser. An all-new com-
petitive weapon even farther ahead of
its class than it was last year. So quick,
it makes grabbing the holeshot as easy
as taking candy from a baby. Agile in
the corners. Lightning fast in the
straights.

And the CR125R. So radically

CR500R.

powerful from idle up, it makes the
term “on the pipe”almost obsolete.
Incredibly light, compact and tough.
Based on the machine that makes
the Johnny O’Show go.

For 1984, we've taken the world’s
most advanced motocross technology
and made it available to you.

Resulting in production machines
so far ahead of their time, using them on
your competition ought to be a crime.

The perfect crime.

HONDA

FOLLOW THE LEADER



CHARGED
ATAC.

The chamber is too good for the promising top-end advanced. _ redesigned. It's stronger, lighter; more
competition. punch. So we cut weight from our new. _cgmpact. And with 43 horsepower,
Which is why only Honda can offer A revolutionary 31-horsepower,! 123 cc powerplant’s its more powerful than ever.
the Automatic Torque Amplification system like ATAC crankshaft and ignition rotor for
Chamber (ATAC™). A system proven on  deserves an engine immediate throttle response. LGRIZBR o CRASOR . RO
our Grand Prix motocross machines. that's Our 246 cc water-pumper has 6 L1 oo

Available now on the 1984 CR125R justas %
and CR250R. -

ATAC consists of a sub-chamber
attached to the expansion chamber:
[t utilizes exhaust resonance to dra-
matically boost low and mid- |
range power.

As rpms build, a simple
linkage system driven

also been completely

30 V= j 30

A7

| | A
=

- 0
0EHGNE 609 V28 0SSR 6ATEGERT 210 2l 8L GG 12
RPM X 1000
e, == HORSEPOWER "=, — TORQUE

Our open class engine has more

displacement than last years.
gl crankshalft Which means 58 horsepower'
gradually closes a but- Mgt
terfly valve on the and 48.5 ft/lbs of torque are at
sub—}c]:hamber I your disposal. We've increased the

flywheel effect to keep the engine
churning out tractable power
through low and mid-range
rpm. And an eight-petal reed-
valve helps provide even
smoother power
delivery.
So no matter which
class you ride, ride a
At high rpm, the sub-cham- Honda CR. Because if
ber is completely closed and only , ) » | you don't, theres only
our new expansion chamber is in use. _, ,, .Y one defense for you.

N

It's designed for peak horsepower to - s | \\‘\ ) [nsanity:

complement ATAC.
With ATAC, the CRI25R and the HONDA
CR250R are able to deliver loads of low FOLLOW THE LEADER

and mid-range torque without com-

ATAC, our exclusive Auto-
matic Torque Amplification
Chamber, works to irmprove low
and mid-range torque. The ATAC
system closes off progressively as
rpms build, leaving high-rpm
duties to our new expansion
chamber, which is designed for
maximum peak horsepower.




Motocross Action magazine named
each of the 1983 Honda CRs the best
bike in its class.

Total domination of the sport. From
the open class right down to the 125s.

Ny

Works styling includes a JSuel tank that

carries much of your premix below the frame
backbone for a lower center of gravity and better

LASTSEEN O
WORKS

utilizes Honda’s unique linkage to
provide truly progressive spring and
damping rates.

This year, we've lengthened the
shock and linkage to reduce the shock’s
piston speed. Which means more con-
sistent performance, less fade and
improved wheel control.

handling. Redesigned lightweight frame. features bolt-on rear section, for

simplified maintenance.

The most advanced motocross

You can now adjust the compres-

machinery available. sion damping 16 different ways and
And when production technology select from 22 different settings for

reaches such a peak, there’s only one your rebound damping.

way to improve it. All three CRs come stock with
Steal from the works bikes. beefy 43 mm air-adjustable forks that
Which is why this years Pro-Link™  feature fully-adjustable compression

rear suspension works better than damping.

ever. Its a single-shock system that

To make sure our suspension

ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET AND EYE PROTECTION. Designed for operator use only. CRs are designed for motocross use only and are sold “AS IS” without warranty. Specifications and availability subject to change
without notice. tSAE net taken at the crankshaft. © 1983 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. For a free brochure, see your Honda dealer. Or write: American Honda, Dept. 684-DB4, Box 9000, Van Nuys, CA 91409).

N A HONDA

il i / ’
Reservoir- l
mounted com- -

Pression damping el
knob makes

adjustments
easy.

iy

I This year’s Pro-
' Link utilizes a
/ longer shock and
2 longer linkage for
" more consistent per-
formance, less fade and
vmproved wheel control.

responds even more quickly, we've
cut the unsprung weight. By using
redesigned aluminum alloy hubs in
the rear. And lightweight hydraulic
disc brakes up front.

They're the exclusive twin-
piston caliper stoppers that have
already earned a reputation for
excellence on our street,enduro
and works motocross machin-
ery. Complete with fade-resis-
tant drilled discs. You

Owr exclu-
swe twin-
piston, cali-
per front
disc brakes
provide
outstand-
g stopping
power and :
reduced un-
sprung weight.

can even adjust the amount of free play
In the lever to your own preference.

And on the CR250R and CR500R,
rubber-mounted handlebars reduce
rider fatigue.

With all this technology and atten-
tion to detail, it’s clear why they're
after us.

We know too much.

HONDA

FOLLOW THE LEADER



MOST WANTED
LIST. .

CR125R

Engine . . ... .. 123 ce single-cylinder reed-valve
inducted liquid-cooled two-stroke
with ATAC

Carburetor . . . .34 mm piston valve
Transmission . . Six-speed

Hs] / _\\:/’;—\

Suspension . . . Front: 43 mm air-adjustable forks
eI with adjustable compression
damping, 11.4-inch travel
Rear: Pro-Link with adjustable
compression and rebound
damping, 12.2-inch travel
Brafesin Sl Front: Hydraulic disc with twin-

piston caliper
Rear: Drum

Dry Weight. .. . 1914 pounds

Engine . . .. . . 246 cc single-cylinder reed-valve

inducted liquid-cooled two-stroke
with ATAC

Carburetor 36 mm piston valve

Transmission . . Five-$peed

Suspension [ront: 43 mm air-adjustable forks
with adjustable compression
damping, 12-inch travel

Rear: Pro-Link with adjustable
compression and rebound
damping, 12.2-inch travel

Brakes: v s Front: Hydraulic disc with twin-

piston caliper
Rear: Drum

Dry Weight . . . . 211 pounds

Bngime i 491 cc single-cylinder reed-valve
inducted two-stroke
Carburetor . . . . 38 mm piston valve
Transmission . . Five-speed
Suspension . . . Front: 43 mm air-adjustable forks
with adjustable compression
damping, 12-inch travel
Rear: Pro-Link with adjustable
compression and rebound
damping, 12.4-inch travel
. Front: Hydraulic disc with twin-
piston caliper
Rear: Drum
224.9 pounds

Brakes . . ..

Dry Weight . . . .

Riders Write

THREE-WHEELERS AT
BLACKWATER
Dear Dirt Bike,

I would just like to say that I thought
the large picture of the three-wheelers at
the Blackwater 100 was just great. But,
I would also like to say that the write-
up left a lot to be desired. The article
left out the fact that team Honda
unloaded but didn’t race the course that
we raced. Also, it left out the number
of racers, how many classes, and maybe
most importantly, the results. The arti-
cle left out any mention of the overall
winner, who just happens to be my
dad, Donnie Huggins, and the fact that
a girl raced in the 200 class and finished
fifth. That was me.

By the way—what river crossings?
Those of us who knew what was going
on had absolutely no trouble with them.

Sue Huggins

Well, Sue, we were having so much
trouble getting around the course on
two wheels that we found little time to
pity you folks on the three-wheelers.
Actually, we turned all of that informa-
tion over to DIRT WHEELS Magazine,
and if you want to see a little more ink
on the race, look up their November
issue. And yes, you and your dad are
listed in the results.

GORILLA TALK
Dear Dirt Bike,

While practicing in a nearby tight
woods section, a laurel stub made a me-
dium-horrible slice in my new 4.50 x 17
Red Dot. I held the wound open with a
pair of tweezers and added a couple
drops of Super Glue, deflated the tire
to close the slit, and put the cut part on
the bottom so the bike’s weight would
hold the thing together. It has held
through two trailrides so far and seems
healed for the duration. Be sure you
don’t use too much, or you’ll have a
rear tire permanently attached to your
garage floor.

They say that if you put a number of
gorillas in a room full of typewriters,
they will eventually compose a master-
piece of literature. The article on the
Blackwater 100 was very, very close.
How many of you guys work at the
dimly lit Dirt Bike offices, and how old
are you?

Mark Zachary
Cashiers, NC

Zack, there are about three of us who
are allowed into the building anymore,
and all of us are old enough to know
better. So once we have all these tires
glued to the floor, what do we do
next?
$4.89 FOR A FRONT FENDER?

Dear Dirt Bike,
After reading the article on the $6000

Honda in your September issue, I
couldn’t believe some of those ridicu-
lous prices. However, you printed that
the front fender sells for a measly
$4.89, so I ran right down to my Hon-
da dealer to order one. I figured that at
that price I might even buy a spare. But
when I asked the guy at the counter
how much it was going for, he said a
modest $32.95 apiece. Gee, those prices
sure get inflated on the way from
California to Ohio! What’s the deal?

Kerry Blake

Marietta, OH

Yo, Kerry, we’re a bunch of airheads.
It seems that the price sheet we used
was an early one, with a few mistakes.
You caught one of them. The true price
is $32.25, so sorry. Now all we have to
do is get our deposits back from the
dealer for the 211 fenders we ordered.
SO WHO WON, ALREADY?

Dear Dirt Bike,

I have entered your Free-Wheelin’
Free Wheels Sweepstakes no less than
five, count ’em, five, times, and I
haven’t won yet! That doesn’t bother
me too much; I know the odds, but you
never, ever let us know who did win!
Well, once, and he lived in Alaska, for
Pete’s sake! How do I know you’re not
keeping the bikes for your greedy little
selves? Print the names of the winners,
already!

Chip Lezy
Hampton, VA

DIRT BIKE CONTEST
WINNERS TO DATE

In the Free-Wheelin’ Free Wheels
Seattle Sweepstakes— Michael Ricks of
Anchorage, AK, won a Honda 250.

In the Free-Wheelin’ Free Wheels
Houston Sweepstakes—Perry Wiesner
of Mississauga, Ont., Canada, won a
Honda 125.

In the Free-Wheelin’ Free Wheels
Pontiac Sweepstakes—James Hartigan
of Pearl River, NY, won a Honda 125.

In the Husky Swede Dreams Sweep-
stakes—Steve Senger of Big Fork, MN,
won a Husky.

In the Suzuki Sweepstakes—Bill Zim-
merle of Ringwood, NJ, won a Suzuki
RM125.

In the Free-Wheelin’ Free Wheels
Pittsburgh Sweepstakes—David Holder

.of Tampa, FL, won a Honda 125. []

Address all correspondence to:
DIRT BIKE Magazine

10600 Sepulveda Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA 91345.

THIS BIKE
*inaie l THOEY

»

WARNING
IF YOU VALUE YOUR OWN LIFE CAUTION
AS MUCH AS | NAULIN'ASS

th elin's
al ii%

good
VALUE MY BIKE feelin
DON'T MESS WITH IT!

x 5
CRASHING &
SUCKS

when in doubt

GAS IT! Four Strokes Truck
Two Strokes SUCK!

Have You Hugged

Your Bike Today ? DUNLOFr

PJ1 suzuxi

List & Price each Item.......
Send List and Total Amount to:

1642 Holmes St.
Livermore, CA 94550
[©)
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New Prodicts

FOR HUSKY HOODS ONLY

Husky Products’ hooded sweatshirt features
the Husky logo on the front and across the
back. It's light blue, made of 50-percent cot-
ton and 50-percent creslan acrylic and is us-
ed by various members of Team Husky's en-
duro and ISDE team during those cool and chil-
ly riding days.What a sales pitch! To get one,
go to an authorized Husky dealer. They sell
for $19.95.

HOLESHOT HANSEN SHIRTS

Donnie Hansen designer shirts are now
available in several styles. First, the designer
model is a styled fit, and it retails for $18.95.
The T-shirt is an Anvil brand with a logo on the
front and back; it sells for $7.95. Then there’s
the long-sleeve T-shirt, which sells for $12.95.
Send the dough to Donnie Hansen Inc., 28032
Ellis Court, Saugus, CA 91350.

ROUGH ROOSTE!

The Roost Factory says their CR250 pipe
makes for more snap throughout the range,
with the largest gain coming in top-end perfor-
mance. Also, the pipe sits a full two inches
higher than the stocker, making it less prone
to dings and crushing. All of the stock mount-
ing hardware is used, and the Roost Factory
pipe sells for $104.50. Roost Factory, 1430 W.
259th St., Harbor City, CA 90710; (213)530-
8401.

THE RECO!
FOR HONDA C

BEL-RAY ADDS ANOTHER GRADE

This new Bel-Ray LT-56 shock oil has been
developed for single-shock rear suspension
systems. Team Honda has used the LT-56 all
year and recommends it for use on all CR rear
suspensions. It's a single-grade five-weight
that has a high viscosity index, which means
minimal loss at higher temperatures, accord-
ing to Bel-Ray. It's available in one-quart bot-
tles from your dealer.

NEW METZELER FOR 125s

Metzeler is now offering a 4.10 x 18 tire that
is specifically tailored to the wants and needs
of 125 and 175 bikes. Its tread design is an up-
dated version of the Multicross model. With a
new rubber compound, the combination of rub-
ber and tread, along with the four-ply nylon car-
cass make the tire good for both hard and soft
terrain. Ask your dealer for more info about the
new little Metz.

MALCOLM SMITH TOTAL
LEG PROTECTION

These knee and shin guards are anatomical-
ly engineered and manufactured in Sweden.
They offer complete leg protection. They're de-
signed to be worn under Levi’s or leathers; just
take out the existing knee guards in your gear.
With an adjustable length and a hinged knee,
the MS guards form-fit onto your leg and stay
in place. They cover areas that are usually
overlooked, like the inside calf and ankles. Mal-
colm says they offer over 70-percent leg-cover-
age. Both adult and kid sizes are available.
Slide a note or call Malcolm Smith, 7563 Indi-
ana Ave., Riverside, CA 92504; (714)687-1300.

JR MUFFLER CATALOG

JR Manufacturing’s new catalog is filled with
every size of steel, aluminum, clamp-on or
weld-on silencer or spark arrester known. They
are a division of Answer Products and offer an
alternative to the top-of-the-line Answer muf-
flers and spark arresters. For a free catalog
contact JR Manufacturing, 27967 Beale Court,
Valencia, CA 91355; (805)257-2614.

M
MUGEN MEG, BAJA QUEEN

Mugen developed this megaphone for the
winning Al Baker/Jack Johnson '83 XR500 Ba-
ja bike. They say it increases power and saves
3%2 pounds of ugly fat over the stocker. It has
a repackable silencer and bolts on in place of
the original muffler, using the stock hardware.
It’s made for racing and sells for $65.00 plus
shipping. A call to Mugen should provide some
info on their accessories for Honda four-
strokes. American Mugen, 6944 Santa Fe Ave.
East, Hesperia, CA 92345; (619)244-1181.

BOOT BAGGIES
Trim Racing Products makes a boot bag that
will keep the rest of your gear clean and away
from your dirty stompers. It also has a little
pocket to carry your socks and gloves in. All
team colors are available. Call Trim Racing
Products toll-free at (800)841-2300. []

24 DIRT BIKE / NOVEMBER 1983

R

LET THE WORLD KNOW ABOUT YOU BIKE!

THE FIRST ANNUAL

IO TS

OWNER’S SURVEY

Was it good? Bad? Would you buy another one?

By the Staff of Dirt Bike

ay, sport. What kind of luck have you had with your bike dur-
S ing the last year? We don’t mean at the track. We mean at
the parts counter. What broke on your scoot? Did you lunch your
gearbox? Fry your electrics? Or just run through 14 sets of rings?

Well, here’s your chance to share that information with other
riders. The First Annual Dirt Bike Owner’s Survey!

In order to keep the survey up-to-date, we are including only
1982 and 1983 motorcycles. And naturally, only dirt bikes. Street
bikes need not apply.

As soon as we receive sufficient numbers on how the various
bikes did in the reliability department, we’ll put together the facts
and figures and let you know what worked.

And what didn’t.

MOTORCYCLEBRAND_____ SIZE (cc)

YEAR (MARK ONE) [J 1983 [ 1982
MODEL . 2 ST AL SRR TN
[J MOTOCROSS [JENDURO [ DUAL-PURPOSE [ TRAIL BIKE

PURCHASED NEW OR USED (MARK ONE) [ NEW [J USED

In the following categories, please mark any area you've had a problem with. At the end of
each category is a blank line for any comments you might care to add. Keep 'em clean, as
we'll have a very old lady compiling the results and she has a bad heart.

EXHAU ST Y STEM| Cl e
ELECTRICACIEIRSSIRES AT oy e
TOP END/PISTON,RINGS (OO
GEARBOXCEFA TR G I = T IO
CLUTCH/CLUTCHBASKET ()
WHEE LS /S RO K S R oy e

HUBS/WHEEL BEARINGS [ b B slbal A0 R L

CHAIN/SPROCKETS [ e e R e DD B AT RIS
PLASTICIPARTS)[E]seze =ttt msn i B e e e oy e

ST G TRZA G A ORI LG A S R W S T S R [ AT T VS G VO VS SN A (RO VTR NGRS VN O V) (MY SN SN G RN (N R NS D O
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BRAKES (']
AIRBOOTS/MANIFOLDS (1]
FILTER/AIRBOX [

FRAME BREAKAGE/CRACKS (1]
CONTROLS/CABLES [1]
CARB/JETTING [ e 2 o
NUTS/BOLTS/FASTENERS (']

RADIATORS/COOLING SYSTEM (1]

SEIZURES []

STICKERS/DECALS (']

RODS/CRANKS [
FORKS/SEALS [} : plst 0 2B Y
SHOCK/SHOCKS [0 LS
SPEEDO/ODOMETER, ENDURO,

DUAL-PURPOSE BIKES [] _
HEADLIGHT/TAILLIGHT, ENDURO,

DUAL-PURPOSEBIKES [
VALVE STEM ANGULARITY [
MISCELLANEOUS—SPECIFY L ARl
HOW DO YOU RATE THIS BIKE? [] POOR [] AVERAGE [} GOOD [] EXCELLENT
COMMENTS, IFANY _
WOULD YOU BUY ANOTHER? [] YES [JNO

Okay. That’s it. We don’t need your name or address or hat
size. If you don’t want to rip this page out of the magazine, just
photocopy it. It should take us at least 90 days or so to get all of
the results figured out, so keep an eye out for the amazing Dirt
Bike Owner’s Survey!

Send all surveys to Dirt Bike Magazine, Dept. Feedback, P.O.
Box 9502, Mission Hills, CA 91345-9502. []




Genuine

240

CABLES

Replace your worn cables with GENUINE FAC-
TORY SUZUKI parts. They are designed to fit
each year and model exactly.

THROTTLE

RM 80 all years . . . .. 3 A WSS 6575,
RM 100/125 all years . . . 6.95
RM 250/370/400/465/500 aII years 7.25
PE 175/260/400 all years . .. .. 7.25
CLUTCH

RM 80 all years . . b g $ 6.25
RM 100/125 all years . 6.75
RM 250/370/400/465/500 all years 7.95
PE 175/250/400 all years . . 7.95
FRONT BRAKE

RM 80 all years . Skt - ST g9 s
RM 100 all years o 6.75
RM 125/250/370/400/465/500

all years . . ’ o 7.25
PE 175/250/400 all years TR B 7.50
REAR BRAKE

Cable or rod depending on model and year.
RM 80 all years ... ... .. . $ 495
RM 100/125 all years ... ... .. ; 6.95
RM 250/370/400 a, b, ¢ s 7.95
RM 250/465/500 n, t, x, z, d sy 6.95
PE 175/250/400 all years v A 7.25

ISTONS

RINGS
GENUINE FACTORY REPLACEMENT PISTONS.
RM 80 all years . $14.50
RM 100 all years . . . QA 17.50
RM 125 all years . . LA 20.95
RM 250/370/400 all yLdrb N 25.95
RM 465/500 all years ; 29.95
PE 175 all years . . . ) e 22.75
PE 250/400 all years . . 26.95

STD. AND OVERSIZE. PLEASE INDICATE
GENUINE FACTORY REPLACEMENT RINGS.

RM 80 all years ; ) $11.95
RM 100 all years £ A 12.50
RM 125 all years . .. 3 12.95
RM 250 a, b, ¢ : 14.50
RM250int,x2id s, o ot 7.95
RM370a,b . o 18.95
RM 400/465/500 all ycars 8.95
PE 175 all years . . ; j } 13 95

PE 250/400 all years . 50
STD. AND OVERSIZE. PLEASE INDICATE

SWING ARM BEARING
AND SPACER KIT

Consists of two GENUINE SUZUKI
swing arm bearings
and two spacers.

RM 80 all years . .. ..
RM 100/125 n, t, x . ..
RM 125/250/465 x, z, d
RM 250/370/400 n, t

RESZ.SCuniity X A,
PEN7S8 z g s ety
PE 250/400 all years

99

Suzuki Factory Parts

SUZUKI
CLUTCH
PLATES
FIBER DRIVE PLATES

RM 80/100/125 all years . ... $ 4.50 each.
RM 250/370/400/465/500

allyears ......... 6.25 each.
PE 175 all years . . . 4.50 each.
PE 250/400 all years 6.25 each.

STEEL DRIVEN PLATES.

Replace your stock aluminum driven plates
with SUZUKI STEEL OPTIONAL ones. They
grab harder and last much longer. The hot
set up for the aggressive rider.

RM 100/125 all years $ 4.95 each.

NUMBER PLATES
SIDE PANELS

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT. Designed to fit each
year and model. Bolts right on

FRONT NUMBER PLATE

All models, all years . . . $ 9.99

SIDE PANELS

RM 80 all years
RM 100/125 all years 17.95 each,
RM 250/370 a, b, ¢ 15.95 each.
RM 2650/400/465/500 n, t,x,z,d  17.95 each.
PE 175 all years 17.95 each.
15.95 each.

$12.95 each.

PE 250/400 all years
Please indicate right or left panel

BJ,§P
suzukif N
sy J Op M
Otn SHIFT LEVERS ;
0 awe A 0 es g )/
ga entory or ge e GENUINE SUZUKI replacement levers.
s ) F RM80allyears ............... $10.15
aclory pa g0 a 4 RM 100/125m, a, b, c . ... .. 8.95
0 eady to N to vo 0 RM 100/125 n, t, x, z, d (new loldmg) 15.95
RM 250/500 d (new folding) . . . . 15.95
P ase e olre e RM 250/370/400/465 a, b, ¢, n, t, x, z 11.95
i _ » k p : RM 175/250/400 b, ¢, n, t,x . . . . . . 9.95
O P and d PE 75 2 i i vt s ..... 10.90
CLYMER SERVICE RM PARTS :
MANUALS MANUAL
Over 180 pages of photos,draw- Every RM owner should have STATOR
ings, charts, info on how to one of these valuable parts
repair, service and maintainyour manuals. Enlarged pictures of PLATE ASSY.
dirt bike. each system, describes each
RM SERIES 1975 to 1981 twin part and gives the part no
shock . . . . $12.95 Same as SUZUKI dealers use. SUZUKI FACTORY replacement assy.
SP/DR 370- 400 singles 1978 GIVE YEARAND MODEL $9.95 RM80allyears ............. . $69.95
to 1980 . 12.95 RM 100/125 m,a, b, ¢, m, t. .. ... 79.50
PE 175-400 smgles 1977 to RME125:%:Zyd = L B 3195
O8O 4 o Ao s 12.95 RM 250/370/400 all ycars : 79105
RM 465/500:%, 2, d . v i inv i v . 79.95
TECHNICAL RACING SERVICES | ™ '7o/200allyears .. 7395

N
};‘* SUZUKI'S TECHNOLOGY HAS PRODUCED MORE
CHAMPIONS IN MOTO X THAN ANY OTHER
FACTORY TEAM...MIDWEST ACTION CYCLE

v DEPENDS ON THEIR RACING "KNOW-HOW"

] YOU MIGHT SAY WE GO “BY THE BOOK"

SUZUKI'S
BOOK!!

FACTORY PORTING: Same spec's used by National & Inter-
national racers. Each porting job is designed for the type of
power you need. Whatever it takes to put YOU in the win-
ners circle

ALL RM'S 1981-82, -83 MODELS $120.00
ALL RM'S, PE'S, TS 1975- to 1980 MODELS 75.00

ALSO AVAILABLE IN STOCK...NEW FACTORY CYLINDERS
PORTED AND READY TO SHIP TO YOU...CALL FOR PRICES

POWER BOR'NG The most critical service performed by us is
cylinder boring...we call our technique “POWER BORING" which
1s exactly what you get... MORE POWER . ..included is

e special factory clearances,

e all ports chamfered as SUZUKI recommends,

* Exhaust bridge relieved to prevent seizure,
e special micro-honing for excellent ring seating

ALL RM'S AND PE'S $30.00 + PARTS
CRANK REBU“.D'NG RACING factory spec's are followed
We use special factory tolerances and only "GENUINE SUZUKI
PARTS" There's more power here.. when done our way

ALL RM'S AND PE'S $35.00 + PARTS

PACK UP YOUR CYLINDER OR CRANK AND SHIP TODAY.
FOR PORTING INCLUDE YOUR PISTON...ANY QUESTIONS?
CALL US

BUFFER SET

Set consists of swing arm buffer and lower
chain guide roller. The design may vary from
picture, depending on your yr. & model

RM 80 t, x $10.25
RM 80 z, d d 8.95
RM 100 n, t, x 13.25
RM 125/250/465/500

tiXpzedil s : 11.75
RPE176 t, x : 9.95
REN75 Zrd i st ! . 11.95
PE 250/400 t, x 10.25
THROTTLE i ;
GRIP

GENUINE SUZUKI, consists of inside plastic
assy. and grip, complete throttle grip assembly.

RM 80/100 all years . $8.95
RM125/250/370/400/463/500 allyears 9.95
PE 175/250/400 all years .. ... .. 9.95

RADIATOR
COVERS

RM80d ... i

RM 125 x, z, d s 11.95 ea.

RM 250 z, d . 10.50 ea.
Please indicate rlght or left side.

£ A S A " *
CRANK MAIN e = ko
BEARING @ ! SWING ARM PIVOT SHAFT
AND SEAL KIT. ¥ AND NUT KIT.
GENUINE SUZUKI PARTS. o Consists of FACTORY pivot shaft and Castle
Consists of two main nut.

A RM 80 all years ... .. SRS $ 4.50
bearings, two crank seals o © RM 100125 m. a, b, ¢, nit . ... 5.50
and “O" ring when indicated. RM 125/250/465/500 x, z,d ... .. 10.95
RM 80 all years TR SR RM 250/370/400 a, b, ¢, n, t . . . .. 10.95
RM 10028 dllyesrs . .- .- e PEATasAN et el sl giag
BN e R0 Oiga ol yoaret e vt 29102 PE 250/400 all years ... ... .. .. 1095
PE 175 all years . . . . . il gs .95
PE 250/400 allyears . ......... 7.95 .

TOP END iy
H GASKET KIT
CRANK : 0 : !
REBUILD KIT

Consists of GENUINE FACTORY rod, lower

Head, base and reed gasket

FENDERS

ORIGINAL, stock, made to fit perfectly for
each year and model. No drilling holes...bolts
right on.

FRONT

RMI80ibic; Ny stiaaliss ‘ . $27.95
RM 80 x, z,d . & s ol 24.50
RM 100/125 b, ¢, n, t, (el Na S s 29.50
RM 250/370/400 a, b, ¢, n, t . .. 29.50
RM 125/250/465/500 z, d . ... ... 31.50
PE 175/250/400 all years . . . . 29.50
REAR

RM 80 all years . . . $19.95
RM 100/125/250/370/400d b c,nt 35.95
RM 125/250/465/500 x, z,d . . .. 27.95
PE 175/250/400 all years S, 36.95

FOLDING BRAKE PEDAL

ORIGINAL FACTORY replacement assy.
RM 125/250/465/500 x, z,d . . ... $19.95

rod bearing, crank pin and two thrust gm ?(())02;1”2{'>eglrlsyéérs‘ el - $ ggg
washers. et R e 5
RM 250/370/400 all years . . . . ; 6.25
o o S X 3199 RM 465/500 all years .. ...... ...  7.50
(Nealompnoven BEARING) . 35.95 IO I SR T P
RM 100/125 m,a,b,¢c,n, t, x . ..... 33.95 ally OO P A
?N’\é»}lzlsmzégoveo BEARING) 47.95
RM 250/370/400 all years . .. ..... 50.95 GASKET SETS
RM 465/500 X, 2, d . o oo oo . 88.50 GENUINE SUZUKI
PE 175 alllyears & .. . oie oot cie st g
RE 258/403)1 allyears . ..... e 5880 Complete set of factory gaskets to rebuild
your cycle
RM 80b,c,n t x z . $ 7.50
V RM 80 d ! 8.95
RM 100/125 m d b c, n Lol : 8.45
RM 126 x,z,d .. i 11.25
RM 250/370/400 a, b c, n t g 11.50
HANDLE BARS RM 250 x, z, d . . ... 1250
“SUZUKI WORKS" .. Made by Answer Products Eg‘{;gs’lﬁ%%:r; SR ek
and used by MARK BARNETT...4130 chromoly. PE 250/‘400 all y(.zars‘ i it 14‘95
Available in gold, yellow, red and blue i N ; % !
RM 80 to RM 500 all years $24.95
_ SUPER FLOW
” Fil
BRAKE SHOES

GENUINE SUZUKI same as used by the factory
team. You can't buy any better.

FRONT

RM 80 all years . - $ 8.25 pair
RM 100/125 all years . .. .. .. 8.95 pair
RM 250/370/400/465/500 all years ~ 9.95 pair

RE475:¢,/n, t, X 10.95 pair
RBEM756:z5dN ) 14.95 pair
PE 250/400 all yodrs 10.95 pair
REAR

RM 80 all years o $ 8.25 pair
RM 100/125 all years 8.95 pair

RM 250/370/400/465/5'00 all yoars 9.95 pair
PE 175 all years 3 10.95 pair
PE 250/400 all years 10.95 pair

FORK SEALS

GENUINE SUZUKI, designed to fit each year
and model, exactly. IMPROVED design.
RM 80 allyears ........... $ 5.25 pair

RM 100 all years . ......... 6.10 pair
RM 125/250/370/400 all years . 6.25 pair
RM 465/500 all years . ...... 6.50 pair
PE 175/250/400 all years . . . . . 6.75 pair

KILL BUTTON SWITCH ASSY.

SUZUKI FACTORY replacement part.

RM 80/100 all years . ... $10.95
RM 125/250/370/400 all years : 11.50
RM 465/500 all years . . Sk 12.50
PE 175/250/400 all years . . .. 12.50

Replace your stock air filter and reeds. In-
creased air flow means MORE POWER and
better performance

DON'T start your engine without them

BOYESEN DUAL STAGE
RACING REEDS.

A fusion of space age materials and dual stage
reeds. Quicker throttle response...more power.
“get the hole shot"

RM 80 all years $10.95
RM 100/125 a, b, ¢, n, t 12.95
RM 100/125 x 12.95
RM 125z, d 25.95
RM 370/400 a, b, ¢, n, t 12.95
RM 250/465/500 x, z, d 30.95
PE 175/250/400 n, t, x, z, d 12.95
DS-TS 100 thru 400 13.95
MAC’S PHASE Ill RACING
FILTERS

NEW, UNIQUE dual stage foam air filter. Proven
effective in National and International moto-
cross racing. More flow for better power. The
secret of the system is the inner stage of foam
the "X-3"...flows air at an unusual high rate
of speed, yet stops dirt down to sub-micron
size.

RM 80 all years (special cage) . . $12.95
RM 100/125/250/370/400 m,a,b,c,n,t 11.95
RM 125/250/465/500 x, z, d : 9.95
PE 175/250/400 all years . . . : 12.95
BEL-RAY FOAM AIR FILTER OIL . . 2.50

WHEEL BEARING KIT

The best FACTORY bearings you can buy.
FRONT

RM 80/100 all years . . .... .. $ 8.95 pair
RMi125 alllyearsims iy 10.95 pair
RM 250/370/400/465 all years 11.95 pair
RM 500 d .... 18.95 pair
PE 175/250/400 all years 10.95 pair
REAR

RM 80 all years . S $10.95 pair
RM 100 all years . ....... 11.95 pair
RM 125/250/370/400/465 all yParq 12.50 pair
RM 500 d ; 27.95 pair
RE 175/250/400 all years 13.95 pair

SPROCKETS...CHAIN

D.I1.D. CHAIN. Pre-stressed, special heat treated
for hardness. The winners choice

RM 80 all years $22.95
RM 100/125 m, a, b, ¢, n 26.95
DS 100/125...TS 100/125

TM 125 all yrs. 26.95

DIAMOND CHAIN. As hard as it's name. The
chain used by racers demanding the best.

RM 125/250 t, x, z, d $35.95
PE 175/250/400 all years o b 35.95
RM 370/400/465/500 all years . . . . 36.95
TM 250/ TS 250 all years . . . . 34.95

SPROCKETS COUNTER SHAFT. Made from
top grade steel, case hardened, over 60
Rockwell

RM 80 all years . ! S 8.95
RM 100/125/250 all years . 9.95
RM 370/400/465/500 all years . . ... 10.95
PE 175/250/400 all years 5 10.95

SPROKETS REAR Hardened alloy, light weight,
wears twice as long as any others

RM 80 all years - $29.95
RM 100/125/250 all years 32.95
RM 370/400/475/500 all years 34.50
PE 175/250/400 all years 33.95

We are the largest mail order supplier of GENUINE SUZUKI parts in the world. We ship anywhere. We don't have catalogs...every part
on your Suzuki motorcycle is our “catalog”. In the Chicago area we have two retail stores, and sell and service all Suzuki motorcycles.
Please visit us if you're in the area. 617 W. Wise Rd., Schaumburg, IL or Rt. 12, Lake Zurich, IL.

TO ORDER CALL 1-312-438-6300 WE SHIP UPS-COD
OR CHARGE IT USING YOUR VISA-MASTER CHARGE OR AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD

MIDWEST ACTION CYCLE « RT. 12 « BOX 163 ¢ LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047
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automatic fun device o AV K
By the ever-observant Staff of Dirt Bike, who watched a
whole bunch of people get silly on this thing.

hen we arrived at Yamaha to pick

up the Tri-Zinger, some suspicions

were immediately confirmed. There were
unmistakable black tire marks all over the
cement, and in the background we could
hear what sounded like a large blender at
maximum rpm. Moments later, a large'me-
chanic slithered the Tri-Zinger on two
wheels around a Coke machine and squeal-
ed to a halt with a large ear-to-ear grin in
place. ‘‘Uh, just checking it out for you.”’
As we were to find out later, the Tri-
Zinger is everyone’s favorite toy. Even full-
sized adults are not immune to making
fools out of themselves on the Zinger. And Ty P 0 : ; S i
why not? It starts so easily that even a 3 ST ST o ;

smallish kid can light it off. No mysteries 1984 TRI-ZINGER YT60L

Moforcycle magazine edifors are a tough bunch
to please. And yet, they always say the most
positive things about Suzuki dirt machines. (Hardly
surprising, considering we're the one company that's
won all nine 125¢c World MX Championships.)

More importantly, all this praise says a lot about the per-
formance and quality of every off-road, compefition and dual-
purpose bike we make. Notfo mention that all those positive
reviews were written before our bikes went on sale.

So now, you can get any one of nine fop-rated Suzuki dirf machines. ..
for a lot less money than you thought. Upto $700 less, as
a matter of fact. Which means you not only get the best

whatsoever.

Neutral is at the bottom and there’s a lit-
tle button that says ‘‘start.”’ Give an easy
tug on the starter cord and the T-Z burps
politely to life and idles without protest. To
get going, you flick the bar-mounted switch
to “‘run,” move the lever up to get the
sucker in gear and give it a bit of gas.

Being an automatic means that there’s
no stall factor to work against for rank be-
ginners. A bit of pressure with the thumb
gets some revs and the T-Z moves briskly
off. An adjustment screw in the throttle lets
you limit the amount of throttle the new
rider can achieve. As confidence improves,
this can be let out more and more until the
full, snappy nature of the yellow Zinger can
be appreciated.

It has enough beans to haul a 200-pound
adult around the pits with ludicrous ease.
Naturally, the trike is scaled for smaller
riders, and big folks look really dumb with
their knees up around their ear lobes. But
pull them around, it will! Wheelies are ac-
tually possible if the rider gets his weight
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Engine type . ....... Air-cooled, 2-stroke, reed-valve,
single
Bore and stroke . .............. 44.0mm x 39.2mm
BEanImeement: it R A 59cc
Carburetion .............. 12mm Mikuni (VM128C)
CAR/ON] rartion b A Automatic oil injection
Fuel tank capacity .. ............. 4.0 L (1.06 gals.)
Transmisslon.............. Single-speed automatic
Jgnitton bt A U CDI
Suspension:
Front......... R LI 2.0in.

[ ] SRR LA 1 1 None
Wheelbase ..\ 860mm (33.9 in.)
Ground clearance ................ 101mm (4.0 in.)
Seat height: it 490mm (19.3 in.)
Welght, w/ollandgas ... .......... 54 kg (119 Ibs.)
Retall:price . i i R $599
Gountry otioriginLi b i SR Japan
Distributor:

Yamaha Motor Corp., USA
6555 Katella Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

back some and thumbs it quickly.

New riders were cautious at first, but we
soon observed them lifting the inside wheel
on turns, like the guys over at the Dirt
Wheels offices.

The T-Z has just enough power to make
it fun, but not enough to get the rider into
trouble. The unit itself is very light and can
even fit in the trunk of a normal family car
with no problems. You can get two or three
of them in the back of any decent-sized sta-
tion wagon.

Features include a safety cord on the
back that can be yanked by the teacher
should the first-time rider get out of con-

trol. This shuts off the small two-stroke
engine immediately and brings a puzzled
look to the kid’s face, as he was really ex-
pecting to take the door off a nearby van.

Straight gas goes into the tank; an in-
jection bottle holds oil for what seems like
forever. Fill up the tank on the Zinger and
you’ll get several days riding out of it.
Miserly fuel consumption is an understate-
ment.

All things considered, the Tri-Zinger is
a delightful toy and one that will surely be
abused by the larger members of the fami-
ly whenever Junior makes the mistake of
parking it. [J

of Suzuki’s race-bred technology, you also geta most
desirable accessory: extra cash in your pocket.

But you'd best act fast. Otherwise, that extra cash
may very well end up in somebody else’s pocket.

The Sensation of Suzuki.
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EXCLUSIVE: FIRST TEST!

1984 K

Stand back, Honda, Kawa

saki Suzuki & Yamaha.

Get ready for the new challenger '

M ake no mistake about it, 1983 was a
great year for 125 motocrossers.
The Big Four came out swinging, with fast,
light racers bristling with trickery. This
made it difficult for a 125 European bike
that was merely ‘‘good’’ to cause much of
a fuss or make a dent in the MX market-
place. Thus, the KTM 125 was relegated to
the small but faithful band of hard-core en-
thusiasts who appreciated the good mid-
range power and ultra-reliability of their
white bikes.

One other point—and a less-than-minor
one. You had to be a real gonzo KTM freak
to own the 125. It retailed for over $2400,
while the Japanese counterparts sold for
the mid-1700s. That’s a big enough spread
to discourage a full-on charge with money
in fist to KTM dealers, beating on the
counter and demanding a Katoom.

It sort of makes you wonder why anyone
would pay an extra 700 bucks just to have
something different. Well, after talking to

many KTM 125 owners (and KTM dealers),
they said that the white wonders were in-
credibly reliable and actually cost /ess to
race and maintain over a full year than a
Big Four 125.

In this respect, we must somewhat agree.
Nothing is more clapped out and tired than
a Big Four 125 MXer that’s been raced or
ridden hard for five or six months. By that
time, the frames are sagging, the cases are
a mass of air leaks, and the dogs on the
gears are barking loudly.

Things like forged pistons do make a dif-
ference. That’s why they cost more in the
first place. We know of riders who have
raced for a full year with the same piston
ona KTM 125, 1983 flavor. When you be-
come aware that no Japanese motocrosser
comes with forged pistons (they’re all
cast!), the price differential seems almost
worth it.

Almost.

You see, there was still one last fly in the

KTM’s appeal to the mass market: It
wasn’t as fast as all of the other 125 racers
out there. Sure, it could turn good lap times
in the hands of a skilled rider, but it was
most assuredly not going to be right up
there in the first turn dicing with the quick
Kawasakis and the Power-Valved Yamahas.
It also weighed a good ten pounds more
than the competition. Eastern riders ac-
cepted the slight weight penalty and learn-
ed to love the sensible power of the KTM
for hare scrambles and muddy tracks. All
few hundred of them.

STOP THE PRESSES!

HOLD THE MAYO!

What we have here is just about all of
the barriers removed with the emergence of
a new—no, make that a/l-new KTM 125.
The biggest news is that it’s a rocket! Pro-
bably more important is the fact that it’ll
be priced right smack against the Big Four.
No more $700 spread just to ride white.

In 1983, the retail prices of the other 125s
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“ROLL OFF’S WORK IN ALL CONDITIONS
OR | WOULDN'T USE ’EM?*”’ Bob Hannah.

““Clear vision makes a big difference when you're

trying to pass to win in the mud or dust
on the last lap,” says Bob. He knows
no matter how wet, muddy or dusty
track conditions are, he can just pull
the Roll Off’'s™ button and have !/
clear vision. R

Roll Off’s enable you to have & |
this advantage continuously
while racing or trail riding. Old ¢,
style layered tear-offs only give~ %.'
you two to four fresh views. They
also cloud and distort vision. With
Roll Off’s riders look through only one layer
of super thin film.

It is a film advance system mounted on the gog-

gle lens that works much like camera film. The thin
film stretches between the two canisters and is
wound up on the take-up side. As your goggle be-
comes too dirty to see clearly, simply pull the Roll
Off’s button, advancing the film to a clear section
restoring clear vision. Each roll of replacement film
is good for 25 to 30 clear views.

\3%‘\ Roll Off’s and replacement film. They come
o -

e ———————

Now you can have the competitive advantage of
clear vision for an entire event, no matter how bad
the conditions.

See your accessory dealer today for a set of

NPT ———

T

pre-mounted on Smith or Scott
clear Lexan® lenses.

Also, check out the com- !

plete line of high perfor-
\, mance Smith SMX and
i3 Turbo Fan goggles.
“®  Your dealer can supply you
with Smith goggles, lenses and
goggle accessories for any off road

riding need.

Write for our free detailed brochure.

SMITH

Smith Goggle P.O. Box 2999, Ketchum, Idaho 83340

1984 KTM 125

were as follows: Honda, $1738; Kawasaki,
$1739; Suzuki, $1739; and Yamaha, $1769.
For 1984, plan on at least a $100 price in-
crease across the board, possibly more.

The 1984 KTM will sell for right around
$1970.

If the 100-buck differential scares you,
consider the fact that the KTM comes with
the very latest Metzeler tires, while the Big
Four are equipped with throwaway O.E.M.
rubber. Priced a set of Metzes lately?

GOODIES AND OTHER
ENTICEMENTS

In order to bring the KTM 125 in at a
more attractive price, the factory will have
to make more of them. And they surely
don’t want thém sitting on the dock while
riders choose between their favorite shade
of red, green or yellow.

So, a White Power Super Adjuster shock
comes stock on the Katoom. This is the
same quality unit that riders are paying
over $400 for. A magnesium Dell’orto carb
is stock, and the usual gaggle of aluminum
shifters, mufflers and brake pedals is there
to tempt.

Double-leading shoe brakes are front
and rear, and both stoppers are adjustable.
With a wrench and an owner’s manual in
front of you, you can dial them in any-
where from a tire squealer to a gradual
speed reducer. Regina Extra Gold chain is
stock—one of the finest chains available at
any price. Nordisk rims, Magura controls
and new-styled plastic top off the package.
Also, the forks are the same 40mm units
found on the 250 water-cooler—plenty big
for a 125.

LESS IS MORE

KTM realized that the weight of its 1984
offering would have to be reduced, so they
went the entire enchilada with exotic ma-
terials and weight-saving techniques. Hol-
low axles and swingarm pivots greet the
eyes. The engine weighs an incredibly light
36%2 pounds, with the carb! Magnesium
cases and side covers help get the weight
down.

That Regina chain is a slightly smaller—
but plenty strong—428 size. This also al-
lows the sprockets to be thinner and lighter.
Hubs and wheels are the same as those on
the 250, which are among the lightest
around. A new trimmer aluminum swing-
arm saves a few ounces. The Nipponden-

'so radiators are also fabricated of

aluminum, rather than the previous brass
and copper efforts.

Engine mount bolts are tiny 6mm items,
and sculpted aluminum plates act as motor
mounts. Everywhere you look, there are
10mm heads on fasteners, much like the

Suzuki attention to reduced nut/bolt/

washer size. Savings here? Surely not more
than a few pounds, but it all adds up. Hold
the titanium axle nut in your palm and it
feels as if a good breeze would lift it away.

The result of all this attention to detail
is a pre-production bike that hit the unde-
niably accurate Dirt Bike scales at 193.75

The 40mm forks (Marzocchi) are the
same as those found on the 250 bikes.

pounds, with no gas in the tank, but all the
vital oils and cooling fluids nestling hap-
pily in their respective pockets.

When you consider that our bike was a
pre-production machine and sported things
like fiberglass radiator shrouds, a sand-cast
shock body and a solid 495 front axle, you
can see that another pound or two less will
be expected on the production unit. How
does this stack up against the 1983 offer-
ings of the competition?

Well, the numbers read like this: Hon-
da, 192.5 pounds; Kawasaki, 195.1 pounds;
Suzuki, 191 pounds; and the Yamaha, 193
pounds. We already know that the Honda
will be at least a pound heavier in 1984 and
we might see weight gains on some other
bikes. All things considered, the KTM is
now right in the ballpark, weightwise.

RIDING THE WHITE KNIGHT

After firing up and thoroughly warming
the engine of the first complete 1984 KTM
125, we ran it through the gears to get an
overall feel. The thing was a missile! It pull-
ed murderously hard through the mid-
range and revved out plenty strong. Like
any other racing 125, there’s not a lot of
low-end power available and you have to
make the engine sing to move forward
quickly.

The rpm buildup was not mellow; the
thing exploded and revved quickly. It hits
with a bang and the rush is frantically con-
tinued as each higher gear is engaged. There
are no gaps in the gearbox and all the rider
has to do is stir the stick and leave the
Magura Duo throttle pinned.

We had a fresh YZ125 with us for com-
parison, and the Katoom was impressively
faster, perhaps as much as three good
lengths ahead through the gears. The most
impressive part of the powerband is in the
mid-range. Here, it pulls almost like a 250,
with more power than seems possible out
of the tiny 125 engine.

A few things were immediately noted by

Now the Katoom is competitively light
and can be tossed around like the other
125s.

our testers. The bike feels ultra-light and
is very slim at the seat/tank juncture. This
makes for easy front-to-rear moves. The
layout is a pure racing stance, with the rider
situated very close to the bars; the tank is
short and the saddle extends forward more
than past KTM layouts. The saddle is not
a safety type, which, quite frankly, was not
missed by any of the riders.
SUSPENSION

Our bike came equipped with a too stiff
spring, even for 190-pound riders. Even
after backing off the preload to the top of
the adjusting rings, it was too firm, caus-
ing a slight chattering when accelerating
over the small bumps. On the crushers the
White Power shock was excellent, taking
any hit without protest or bottoming out.
The KTM reps took notes to notify the fac-
tory, saying that because of our comments,
the production bikes would come with a
softer spring, with the heavier one as an
option.

The White Power is a high-quality, wide-
ly adjustable unit with a new aggressive
distributorship for parts and service by the
White Brothers, of four-stroke fame.

Up front, we were a bit less happy with
the 40mm Marzocchi forks. At best, we’d
rate them ‘‘above average’’—no more. Ad-
mittedly, we did not have the pre-produc-
tion bike for our normal lengthy testing
period and did not have time to play with
fork oils or springs. However, they are the
same basic units found on the 250LC, and
we’ve never found those to be exceptional.
Also, a certain amount of flex was detec-
ted in deep sand. There doesn’t seem to be
quite enough surface on the triple clamps.
to give sufficient grab.

HANDLING

With the forks up in the clamps to their
maximum height, the KTM was a turning
fool, able to carve inside the turns with a
nod of the head and a slight body shift.
Steering was superb!
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1984 KTM 125

”n'd didn’t bother
3 the clutch and the re
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Right-side view of the all-new engine '

shows a very compact design. Surpr

ingly, the tidy engine weighs in at 3

pounds, with the carb. ™
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Over bumpy whoops the bike tracked
straight and true as long as the power was
on hard. With the throttle trailing there was
some headshake, but nothing to bring big
eyes to the rider. A softer spring in the rear
will no doubt cure this and allow the rider
to dial in the right amount of preload to
retain the steering qualities.

With the light weight and great power,
the riders were able to lift the front end
while turning without even thinking about
it, even on fast sweepers. Flicking the bike
through S-turns showed that it liked direc-
tional changes. Berm shots had the front
end diving a bit too much for our tastes,
but the rear end was ultra-stable and exit-
ing the turns under power was predictable.

BITS AND PIECES

Shifting was better on this KTM than any
other Katoom we’ve ever ridden. None of
the notchiness we’ve experienced on the
water-cooled 250 was noted. Dare we say
it? The 125 KTM shifts like a Japanese
bike, but even better, because you can up-
shift under full power without blipping the
throttle or using the clutch.

Some of the testers thought the alumi-
num shift lever was a bit too short, but
others liked it just fine.

The brake pedal was way too high as de-
livered, and even with the adjusting bolt all
the way out, it demanded that the rider lift
his foot from the peg to get braking action.
We cured this by removing the stock bolt
and putting in one about a half inch longer.
This allowed us to lower the brake pedal,
and braking improved dramatically.

You won’t find any hose leading to a re-
servoir on the White Power shock. It’s the
new piggyback style with the reservoir cast
into the body. Compression adjusting is ac-
complished by reaching under the left-side
panel, and the rebound knob is at the bot-
tom of the shock in the usual location. Like
many White Power shocks, the rebound
adjusting knob is on the stiff side and may
require pliers to turn it. Still, it’s a simple
operation.

The airbox is roomy and resides under
the saddle. Oh yes, the saddle. Unlike
previous KTMs, on which the saddle seems
to be made of mahogany, the seat on the
125 is slightly softer, more like plywood.
We’re told it will break in with time.

A very short kickstarter is on the left
side, and the bike proved to be a one-kick
starter just about all of the time.

Jetting on the machine was slightly rich,
but after an hour or so of riding, we lean-
ed out the needle position on the magne-
sium Dell’orto carb and performance im-
proved notably.

The gas tank is huge for a 125, holding
about 2.4 gallons of pre-mix. This should
be enough for more than one hour at MX
racing speeds and an easy 50-plus miles in
hare scrambles. As usual, the Acerbis gas
cap’s little rubber seal fell on the ground
about ten times when checking the gas.
Isn’t it about time this irritating glitch is
cured?

There’s no conventional liner in the
KTM. Instead, there’s a new coating

(possibly a nickel alloy?) which has been
thoroughly tested on the KTM works bikes
and is said to be nearly indestructible. They
have even deliberately run dirt through an
engine and have ruined pistons and rings
without hurting the coating.

Travel at the front is about 300mm, a
hair less than 12 inches, while there is
320mm or 12.6 inches of stroke at the rear.

Saddle height is 37" inches, but feels
taller because of the firm seat. The foam
looks to be quite thick, and shorter riders
will no doubt trim more off to suit them-
selves.

You can find needle bearings on the
shock linkage, which is great. However,
there are no zerk fittings. There should be.

Other nifty details include a Heim joint
on the rear brake arm and Timken tapered
bearings on the steering head.

Oh yes, a word about the lightest clutch
pull we’ve ever experienced on a full-sized
bike. Its one-finger action encourages use.

The clutch itself is an all-metal unit with
sintered plates. It should prove to be long
lasting.

Grips were Magura and hurt the palms
after extended riding. Save them for mud
runs and put on something more comfort-
able for general racing use.

The trim plastic side panels are quickly
disconnected and require no tools to re-
move or replace. A good idea.

THE INEVITABLE COMPARISON

Clearly, the 1984 KTM 125 is a mar-
velous machine with only a few niggling
flaws. It is definitely faster than any other
125 we tested in 1983. And now the weight
and the price are right on target.

It would have won the 1983 125 shootout
by a landslide if it had been in existence six
months earlier. The only question that re-
mains: What will the competition have to
bring up against the KTM 125? If it isn’t
extremely impressive, we already have the
winner of the 1984 125 shootout. []

Gearbox ratios:

1984 KTM 125MX

Engine type . .. . ...... Water-cooled, 2-stroke, single
Bore and stroke .. ................ 54mm x 54mm
Dinplacementi. i i AU 128¢cc
Carburetion............ 86mm Magnesium Dell'orto
Factory recommended jetting:
Maln et iainessusip i 210
Neeadle Jet i iiiiililivuisissibibetel CF-272
Jetineedie il et R U-3
Pllot ettt hiiinisiiinsioas b it 70
Shide number b R 40
Recommended gasoline . . . .. Premium, 92 + octane
Fuel tank capacity .. ............. 9.08 L (2.4 gals.)
Fuel tank material . ...................... Plastic
Lubricationiiisyiiseiseii e Qil in gas, pre-mix
Recommended ol ..................... Kal-Gard
Oll capacity, gearbox .. ................... 500cc
Alrifiitration i SRR Oiled foam in
still airbox
Clutchitype . ... ....ius i Wet, metal, multi-plate
Transmission it R 6-speed

6 I
Gearing, front/rear. .. ..................... 16/60
Ignition ikt Motoplat external rotor
Primary kick system? .. ..............0. 0.0 Yes
Recommended spark plug.......... Bosch 340S2S
Silencer/spark arrester. ....... ...... Silencer only,

aluminum, rebuildable

Exhaust system ............... High-pipe, left side
Frame, type ........... Chromoly, single downtube,
split cradle

Wheelbase .................... 1460mm (57.5 in.)
Ground clearance .............. 375mm (13.75 in.)
Seatihelgh it B R 948mm (37.75 in.)
Steering head angle (rake) .................. N/A
i x| kAt R ORI N/A
Wet weight, nofuel................... 193.75 Ibs.
Rim material ... . ......... Nordisk aluminum alloy
Tire size and type:
Ol b 3.00 x 21 Metzeler 3E
Rean kL 4.60 x 18 Metzeler Perfectcross
Suspension, type and travel:
Frontiistiilsm i 40mm Marzocchi telescopics,
300mm (11.8 in.) travel
Rear........ Single White Power shock, Pro-Lever,
adj. comp./reb. damping, 320mm (12.6 in.) travel
Intended use i IR Motocross
Countryoforigin........................ Austria
Retalil price, approx. . ..................... $1970
Distributor:
KTM America

1905 Broadway
Lorain, OH 44052

Parts prices,

high-wearitems .. ... ..................... N/A
Overall rating of bike, keeping intended use of
machine In mind:

rrandiing iR U Excellent
Front suspension ., . .................... Good
Rear suspension.. . ................. Very good
P ower iR Excellent
Ler . SRS b ISR Y Good
Attentlon todetall . . ................. Very good
Effectiveness, stone stock ... ......... Excellent
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KAWASAKI PREVIEW

1984 TEAM GREEN LINEUP

KX60, KX80, KX125, KX250 & KX500

€¢

ore power’’ is Kawasaki’s slogan
for 1984. All of the motocross
lineup have motor updates that result in
snappier powerbands for the green buzzers,
Cosmetically, they’re still green, but now
a blue safety seat flows onto the tank. The
numberplate/rear fender combo on the 125
has been retired and a conventional fender/
side panel arrangement takes its place.
Both the 60 and the 80 have few changes
in the suspension and chassis department.
In ’83, they proved tops, and this year, re-
fining the package should make them even
better. A scaled-down front disc brake,
similar to the 125, finds its way onto the
KX80. Radiator scoops and side panel styl-
ing on the little KXs get the reshape to give
them sleeker lines. v
Getting the mega-rad changes for ’84 is
the Kawa 125. Ironically, this is also the
bike that has the least amount of attainable
information at this point. We do know that
more power is the big news. A new cylinder
that uses a carbon-fiber reed valve starts
the process. The airbox and air cleaner are

KX125

KX60 KX80 KX125 KX250 KX500

ENGIN@ RYPO i« oo cnisi hbisliaoin ks bl + sisys wpwssiors 2-stroke, reed valve . . . .. 2-stroke, reed valve . .. .. 2-stroke, reed valve . . . .. 2-stroke, reed valve . . . . . 2-stroke, reed valve
Boreandstroke.............................. 43mm x 41.6mm . ...... 48mmx45.8mm . ... INJAT e 70mmx 64.9mm . ........ 86mm x 86mm
DISPIACOMGIE {1 i it s iyl 5160s. snado )it 16 siorel S\nLata et 3F oy ta ke BOCC 1 hiain o, ofora e [P e B B A O P s NJA & i s it siats soess 249CC < .. vios it e 4 499cc
CarbUretIon . ... .:. . ciic < duvnie veis i o sioisls siotn w sis s bise 24mm Mikuni .. ........ 20mm Mikuni ... NIAS e it it 38mm Mikuni . ......... 38mm Mikuni
Qas/ollivation s . b s S Sl e L RN A S2:lr e ey BRSNS S S S 23 Tiranesrd st Retptel (i o6 e o v B e 1 R SRR e R S 32:1
FUBlAANK CAPACIRY, .o« biigins waie siaieisison 2stein s apufeieiits wisirs 0:9/gals, fs s ok o V2 Qa8 s el sl b o & VA s il sinia ot 2.1 gals s s A e 2.7 gals.
Transmisslon il e S e S i LR e e s 8-8p8ad. .. s il i B-spoed .l il b o s NTA G s S 6-speed.i. ..l s 6-speed
Gearing, front/rear . .............. ... . ... ..o, 13744 Sl e L S R4/50 Rt LI N I e NI o L ey o B4 B0, R s siecs o o 15/46
T T R 8 ol e o s GBI s b oo whelans avs OB e ot b Mg o eiavars PR al erlos e e foiats o sel (& 0] (B S5 G B AT iT . o CDI
Suspension:

BN o e o e e Fovats Al b s A, e et B IR 7.9in

Rear:: .o bt s Mo st e
Wheelbase . . . . . ..
Ground clearance
Seat height . . . . ..
Dry welght (claimed| PN,
Retallprice . ................
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bigger and there’s a new carburetor design
that will flow the fuel. Both suspension
ends are modified and updated and should
make for superior action over the ’83 KXs.

The KX250 and 500 feature adjustable
suspension systems at both ends. KYB
forks have a more progressive feel and
eight-way-adjustable compression damp-
ing. Rearward, the Uni-Trak shock has
added adjustable compression damping to
complement the rebound capabilities of the
shock. Both of the machines have more
snap, and the 500 has a dual-plug setup
with new port timing, reeds and carb that
should get rid of the detonation problem.

KX60

Sealing the leaking-pipe blues is a new
O-ring setup at the exhaust manifold. More
power has been helped along by an im-
proved airbox and a two-stage air cleaner.
A folding shifter hits the tiny KX and a re-
buildable muffler is stock for you power-
conscious minettes. Showa forks are fitted
to the 60 (the only KX to get them) and are
coupled with the KYB-based Uni-Trak
rear. Travel is 7.9 inches at both ends. The
safety seat is a brilliant blue and the stickers
have been restyled.

KX80

Lookswise, the big news is a front disc
brake. In theory, the disc is essentially the
same as on the 125, but smaller. The 80’s
disc is 200mm, while the 125’s is 240mm.
Both hubs feature straight-pull spokes for
increased strength and aluminum spoke
nipples have found their way onto all the
bigger KXs to help keep the weight down.

The Showa forks have been replaced by
KYB units that have a more progressive
stroke and less stiction. In the engine de-
partment, different porting, a new carb
slide and reed valve setup are said to perk
the rocket up even more. This, with a new
ignition curve, gives the KX80 more low-
end and mid-range punch. A rev-to-the-
moon top end remains unchanged.

KX125
News on the 125 is an all-revised engine
that they say has big-time serious power.
A larger airbox and air cleaner, coupled
with a new carb design, flow the fuel. The
reed valve is a new carbon-fiber number
and all porting has been redone. Hogged-
out water passages in the cylinder and a
larger-capacity radiator should keep things
cooler. An alumimun shifter, brake pedal
and kickstarter have been added to help
shed some fat, and a spiffy aluminum front
fender stay give a ‘‘works’” look to the 125.

KX250
No big changes here, just refinements.

Additional power has come about through

a new pipe and carburetor. A beefed-up
clutch that rides on needle bearings takes
the transmission heat. Like the 125, the 250
gets aluminum parts to further reduce the
weight. The shifter, kickstarter and brake
pedal are molded from the light stuff,

rather than steel. Eight-way-adjustable
forks replace the ‘‘unadjusters,’” and their
action is more progressive to give a better
ride. We’re told that the five-speed gear-
box has been dumped in favor of a six-
speed. With the new aluminum pieces, the
weight has been lowered to 212.7 pounds,
bone dry. That’s three pounds lighter than
last year’s bike.
KX500

Problems plagued the ’83 500, mainly in
the ping and detonation department. They
say this is no longer true. A new pipe, carb
and port design have driven these bugs

from the big KX. Dual spark plugs, lower
compression and a rethinking of the power
delivery have cured the pings. Again, we’re
told that the 500 is a six-speeder, replacing
the five-speed unit of ’83. Internally, the
clutch has been strengthened to take up the
broader powerband. Adjustable forks and
shock, along with new lightweight parts,
keep the weight down while making it
manageable. New fork sliders have a
works-type clamping arrangement for bet-
ter non-flex action. For those inquiring
minds who want to know, the 500 is not
water-cooled. []

1. Made of the finest top grain leather.

Replacement soles available.

7. Built-in water barrier.

10. Expertly constructed for long life.

Can you find all
the features of the PRO?

2. Stainless steel shin plate backed with padding.
Stainless cam action buckles. Makes buckling a snap. Allows you to cinch the boot
as tight as you want. Replaceable straps.

4. A sole designed for both MX and Cross Country. Slightly rounded sole with
beveled edges and the heel sloped in the rear. Horizontal grooves allow for less
drag and less chance of snagging foot while allowing grip. Built-in foot peg
gripper. Steel insert to spread impacts yet prevent foot bounce. Stainless toe caps.

5. Built-in Super Protection. Plastic toe section. Plastic heel and arch section. Plastic
ankle protection fully padded. Plastic section in shifting area.

6. Padding sewn on the inside of the leg to protect the calf area.

8. Auvailable in Black, Red or Blue colors.
9. Available in sizes 5 thru 14. Special Mini MX boots in youth sizes 1 thru 7.

11. The most important is that Hi-Point Pro boots are readily available at your Hi-
Point Racing Products dealer. Buy a pair today.

When you’re talking boots . . . You’'re talking MirESInG

i Even with this cutaway, all
L the unique features of the
5/ Hi-Point Pro boot are not
easily seen. Here’s eleven
you should know about.

THESE PRO'S CHOOSE HI-POINT PRO
% BOB HANNAH
% TERRY CUNNINGHAM
2 % MAGOO CHANDLER
¥ JAY SPRINGSTEEN
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Decode the confusion

your odometer should read 000.5. You’ve
traveled five-tenths of a mile in one min-
ute. You’re on time!

At 12:02, it reads 001.0; 12:03, 001.5;
12:04, 002.0; 12:05, 002.5, and so on. You
can now maintain 30 mph with no guess-
work at all. Stop signs and other delays on-
ly mean that you’ll have to speed up a lit-
tle to get back on track. Enduro racing is
similar in nature and a whole lot more fun,
because you’re on a bike, not in a car, and
a trail is much more interesting than Inter-
state Highway number whatever.

CHARTING, THINKING, RULES

and have your odometer zeroed out.

By Tom Webb There’s no questioning the fact that en- a A :
duros require some thought. At first, e SRR - <t 6
. ¥ B — : L you’re a space loon. As time goes on, time- At the start of the enduro, two things are

carving up wooded hillsides and slicing
through miles of tight saplings in perfect
dirt come to mind. Yes, these are the plea-
sures of an enduro. For enduro virgins, the
variety and beauty of the terrain is a turn-
on.

The ugly truth is that first-timers are in-
timidated by a crossbar riddled with clocks,
computers, gadgets and charts. Riding is
fun; mathematics and calculation are nega-
tives. But every enduro rider will also tell
you about the euphoria of getting through
a tough event, the feeling when you zero
a tricky check and the helplessness of get-
ting to a check early. This means zip now,
but once you ride an enduro, you get the
fever.

BASICS: WHAT’S THE POINT?

Like any sport, there are rules that have
to be followed in the staging of an event.
Regulations must be adhered to. Once you
know the basics, timekeeping becomes
much clearer.

An enduro is nothing more than a mo-
torcycle version of a sports-car rally. The
club will give you a set of speed averages,
and your job is to maintain these speeds
from point A to point B.

Say you’re entered in a car rally. Your
schedule tells you to start at 30 mph.
You’re to maintain this speed for a set
amount of time and then switch to another
speed. How do you maintain 30 mph exact-
ly? You could keep the needle of your
speedometer glued to the 30-mph number.
But that’s chancy. Stop signs, crosswalks,
etc., will mess up this system. Another way
that’s much simpler and far more accurate
is to use time and the car’s odometer.

You know that you have to maintain 30
mph for a set length. The first thing to do
is get a reading from your odometer. Let’s

 §
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tine. Most enduros cover tough, physically
demanding terrain. The speed averages are
mixed up and plotted to certain portions
of the course to make things interesting.
With unknown terrain and different speed
averages, you’re forced to think and ride,
not just berserk it and finish.

Job number one in enduros is to navigate
and master the course. Job number two is
to maintain the set speed averages for the
event. You’re trying to ride and keep pace
with the exact speed average the club sets
throughout the entire enduro.

During the event, there are checkpoints.
You have no idea where they are placed,
so maintaining the average is critical. These
secret checks are manned by club members
who mark your score card once you arrive
at the secret checkpoint.

If you hit the checkpoint on time, you
don’t lose points. By arriving early, you
lose two points for the first minute and five
points for each additional minute. If you’re
late, it’s one point for each minute.

You can see that timekeeping is mucho
important and that by arriving early to a
check, you are docked big-time points.
Whenever in doubt, it’s always better to be
slightly late.

SCHEDULES, PLOTTING
MINUTE BY MINUTE

Every enduro provides a schedule that
contains all speed averages, mileages and
times of the event. This schedule, or route
sheet, is the riders’ life blood. It tells the
rider how fast he’ll have to go and for how
long. The route sheet will not tell you where
the checkpoints are located.

All this becomes clear once the route
sheet is broken down, minute by minute.
Here’s an example of a route sheet and a
breakdown of the agenda:

This is what a cut-up version of a Jart
chart looks like. It lists all the mileages
and times from the start to the finish of
the run. This one shows mileage on the
left, time on the right. Notice that there
are no hours showing, just minutes. All
of the good digital enduro clocks show
only minutes and seconds; this way

there’s one less figure to decipher.

JART CHARTS

There’s a company that takes the route
sheet, breaks it down, scribes it minute by
minute, and prints the entire day’s schedule
for the rider. Jart makes these printouts for
nearly every enduro held in the U.S. They
are available from the sponsoring clubs and
can be purchased at the sign-up area of the
event. These Jart charts are computerized
and free of error. The bottom line is that
the Jart charts save time and make life easy
for the rider.
ROUTE SCHEDULE—ROLL CHART—

TIMEKEEPING

You’ve got a route sheet, and it’s full of
times and mileages. Once the route sheet
is broken down minute by minute, or you
have bought a Jart chart, you then install
it in a roll chart holder. This little goody
houses the entire chart and is manually ad-
vanced by twisting a knob. At any point
during the enduro, you can glance at the
chart and see what mileage you should be
at and exactly when you should be there.
By matching the roll chart to the clock and
odometer, the rider can tell whether he is
on time or not.

ENDURO MUST-HAVES

Three things are critical: a clock, an odo-
meter and a roll chart. Any good
wristwatch, preferably digital, works fine

T 2R
>

Here riders are assembled at the three-
mile marker on the course. From the
start to this marker the territory is free
and there can be NO checks.

il "YW

Any good wristwatch will work as a
clock. Digital types are easier to read
than sweep-hand models.

for a clock. Most enduro bikes are equip-
ped with a speedo/odometer. Motocross
bikes will have to get an odometer. Most
current MXers can use their enduro
brother’s existing parts. For example, a YZ
will take an IT drive unit, cable and speedo,
and they bolt on with no mods. If in doubt,
contact Countdown Engineering, as they
sell enduro kits for all late-model moto-

say the car is brand new and the mileage T Crossers.
is 000.0. Next, mentally get a fix on how \ ENDURO ROUTE SHEET Finally, the roll chart holder. These go
) ey g START START  MILES  SPEED END END
fast 30 mph really is. You know that to i 8 TIME MILEAGE TO GO AVERAGE MILEAGE  TIME for under 20 bucks from a number of com-
travel 60 mph you’d have to cover exactly W i ] ‘ . 1s Stadn..r;“k ....................... gfgg g,g 6.3 18 6.3 8:21 panies and_are musts. Countdown, Hi-
One e, T oReiminutel ALSmpH, ol vl - ey el Sacichanie) |t e B s el 03 e Doms,, Clemony Cyele andalcoln
cut it in half. This means that you must g “"""‘B’ m AR N i B PR Spead changeil: I 827 93 4.0 24 13.3 8:37 Smith all sell them.
a - Resety it LI R 8:20 10,1 o L 12.3 8:35 i ; i i

travel a half mile in one minute. ~  pogt enduros have tough sections where timekeeping is secondary to negotiating the et Dt 837 128 120 2 26.3 017 Riders with fat wallets might consider

The odometer reads 000.0; the time is  terrain. These areas are called “‘special tests”” and are used to snare late points from 2. Known eantrel IUELIRDNRRILL Y 917 263 i i i (it one of the popular digital clocks on the
12:00. You get under way, and at 12:01 the rider. market. With big numbers, they are easy
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There’s a good chance that in terrain like
your instruments.

to read and don’t require the rider to take
a hand off the bars when he wants to check
the time.

Usually, the roll chart mounts on the
crossbar, toward the left side for ease of
advancement. If you have a wristwatch, it
goes on your left wrist. You don’t want to
take your throttle hand off the bars for any
reason. A separate clock or combo mounts
right next to the roll chart. Combos house
both the clock and roll chart in one unit.
These are the most practical and the easiest
to read.

ENTERING, THEN DIALING IN

THE START

By sending in your entry, you’ve made
a big step. Most enduro riders pre-enter the
race. Why? Because every event holds a
drawing in which the entries are picked at
random. This drawing decides the riders’
starting numbers. On the average, an en-
duro has four riders per minute. Once your
entry has been yanked from the pile and
a number has been assigned to you, another
important step has been completed.

Every enduro has what’s known as a key
time. Normally, this is 8:00. The drawing
decides which group of riders will start at
what time. For example, let’s say you draw
27A. You’ll be grouped with riders 27B,
27C and 27D. It means that all four of you
are to leave 27 minutes after the first rider
wanders off into the unknown.

Key time is posted at the start, so when
your time rolls around, 27 minutes after the
first group takes off, you have to be armed.
Basically your clock must read 8:00 when
you leave, not 8:27. The reason is that the
entire enduro is set up around the 8:00 key
time. Along the course you’ll see signs.
They have the posted mileage and key time
for that point of the enduro. So, when that
starting time rolls around, you set your
watch back 27 minutes. In practice, it’s
easier to simply adjust your clock a few
minutes before the magic key time. For ex-
ample, when riders number 25 are ready to
take off, your clock should read 7:58. On
your takeoff, the clock must read 8:00 as
the starter waves you into the unknown.
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NUMBERS AND TIME

Now you’re set. You’ve got a watch, a
speedo and a roll chart. A Jart chart, which
you bought at sign-up, is fitted into the roll
chart, and visions of hand-carved trophies
cloud your mind. What’s next?

Before you start, we suggest the follow-
ing: Try to ride the event with an experi-
enced buddy. Having someone around who
is savvy about the enduro world will make
your first enduro a teacher-and-student af-
fair. Watch, study and remember. Every
time he stops and adjusts, rolls his chart
or checks his watch is a lesson.

If a buddy cannot be located, carefully
scout the riders who have been assigned to
your number. Of the three competitors, one
should look competent. This means he’s on
a sharp bike, and his bars are filled with
all the correct enduro gear. Many times you

Speed-Average
Breakdown

3mph... .1 mile per 2 minutes
4 mph... .2 mile per 3 minutes
5mph... .5 mile per 6 minutes
6 mph... .1 mile per minute
7mph... .7 mile per 6 minutes
8 mph... .4 mile per 3 minutes
9 mph, .. .3 mile per 2 minutes
10 mph. .. .5 mile per 8 minutes
11 mph. .. 1.1 miles per 6 minutes
12 mph... .2 mile per minute
13 mph. . .1.3 miles per 6 minutes
14 mph. .. .7 mile per 3 minutes
15 mph. .. .5 mile per 2 minutes
16 mph. .. .8 mile per 3 minutes
17 mph. . . 1.7 miles per 6 minutes
18 mph. .. .3 mile per minute
19 mph. . .1.9 miles per 6 minutes
20 mph. . .1.0 mile per 3 minutes
21 mph... .7 mile per 2 minutes
22 mph. .. 1.1 miles per 3 minutes
23 mph. . .2.3 miles per 6 minutes
24 mph... .4 mile per minute
25 mph. . .2.5 miles per 6 minutes
26 mph. .. 1.3 miles per 3 minutes
27 mph. .. .9 mile per 2 minutes
28 mph. . .1.4 miles per 3 minutes
29 mph. . .2.9 miles per 6 minutes
30 mph. .. .5 mile per minute
31 mph. . .3.1 miles per 6 minutes
32 mph. .. 1.6 miles per 3 minutes
33 mph...1.1 miles per 2 minutes
34 mph...1.7 miles per 3 minutes
35 mph. . .3.5 miles per 6 minutes
36 mph... .6 mile per minute
42 mph. .. .7 mile per minute
45 mph. . . 1.5 miles per 2 minutes

can simply play the silent-student part, or
the leech. Leeching isn’t illegal, but a
healthy way of capitalizing on a better time-
keeper’s abilities.

DOING IT YOURSELF!

While you’re trouncing through the wild,
try to match the numbers of your odometer
and watch to the figures on your roll chart.
Don’t panic! If your watch and odometer
read 1:00 at 20.0 miles, but your roll chart
reads 1:00 at 20.4 miles, you know that
you’re .4 of a mile off the pace and are /ate.

On the other hand, if your odometer
reads 20.4 and your clock says 12:58, then
you’re early and could possibly hit a check-
point and burn it!

Don’t expect to be a threat to Dick Burle-
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Here’s what an enduro dashboard looks
like. On the left is the roll chart, center
is the odometer, and on the right Is the
clock. ‘‘On time’’ is when your odometer
reads 19.0 miles and the clock 46 mi-
nutes. ‘‘Early’’ is when the odometer
reads 19.2 miles—you’re hot. ‘‘Late’’ is
18.8 miles—you are then .2 off the pace
and have to gas it.

see a sign like this. This tells you the
correct mileage and key time for that
check. You can match your odometer to
the course mileage if there’s any dis-
crepancy.
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Around the start of all enduros, the club

will have the course clock. Here you’ll

;‘nd the riders setting their clocks to key
me.

¢

son on your first run. You’re learning; this
is a painful process, so don’t put too much
weight on the outcome of this race. Instead,
ride and have fun, all the while keeping tabs
on the roll chart and what your clock and
odometer say.

RULES

First, always start the event with your
odometer reading 00.0, or zeroed. Make
sure you have your clock set at the course
key time. There are many rules in an en-
duro; pay attention to the following:

Speedo check: This is the first three miles
of an enduro and is used to calibrate your
speedo to the one that the club uses. Basic-
ally, at the end of three miles there will be
a sign along the trail that says you’ve gone
3.0 miles. You can check your speedo
against the posted mileage to see if there’s
any discrepancy.

Secret checks: These are checkpoints
placed along the course in a random
fashion. You don’t know where they are,
so riding on time is important. Remember,
if you’re early, it’s two points for the first
minute and five additional points for each
minute thereafter. Late points are one point
for each minute late. Once you arrive at a
check, there cannot be another secret check
for three miles. This is known as free ter-
ritory. For example, let’s say you hit a
check at 26.0 miles. There cannot be an-
other check until the mileage reads 29.0.

Other free territory areas include the
speedo check, or the first three miles of the
race. Known controls and gas stops also
have free territory. A known control is the
finish of a loop or the completion of the
race. This means that three miles from the
end of the run is in free territory. Example:
You know that the race ends at 90.0 miles.
From 87.0 miles until the finish, there can-
not be a check, so you can arrive at the
finish early. This is the only time you can
be early without sacrificing points.

As you can clearly see, keeping time is
about one-third of enduro racing. The
other two-thirds is rider ability. Knowing
the rules and the how-tos of enduros is the
key to a better understanding of the over-
all ball game. We threw a couple of terins
at you: speedo check, secret check, free ter-
ritory and known controls. There are more.
Timekeeping is an art, a learnable art. The
more you do it, the better you get.

What we’ve done is hit the basics. The
bottom line is this: Enduro riding is fun and
if you’ve never entered one, you shouldn’t
be intimidated. With any new sport you’ve
got to learn to walk before you run, and
enduros are no different. We’ll bet that
once you ride one, the fever will take over
and there will be no looking back. And
after a few rides you’ll be wanting an
article on advanced timekeeping tech-
niques. [J

UAPRRIRAL ORDER

vcle supply

A2%> HELMETS

[SIMPSON' g
300x16

Fury Moto-X Snell 80 530x17
(Red & Yellow) 84.90(c) | 350x18

Bell Moto 3 Snell 80 99.99(c) | 410x18
* Simpson 52 MX Snell 80 99.99(C) | 460x18

CHENG SHIN KNOBBY

Nationwide
800 841-2960

California —
800 221-2479

toll-free outsice the 48 states  714-889-2761 @®

889 W. Mill St. San Bernardino, Ca 92410

C755/8760
METZELER COPY

17.99(C)  530x18 29.99(E)
14.99(C)  300x21 17.99(D)
32.99(E)  325/250x21 19.99(D)
18.99(D)  325x21 24.99(0)
21.99(0)  560x17 37.99(F)
26.99(E)  560x18 36.99(F)

WeW 410x14 Multi-X

WeW 276x17 Multi-X
450x17 Multi-X
500x17 Moto-X
400x18 Moto -X
410x18 Multi-X
450x18 Multi-X
460x18 Perfect-X ST

SR G0GELES

" Jones Lexan 14.99(A) Oakley 0/20 15.99(A)
Jones Pro  24.99(A) Scott 89 14.99(A)
Scott 90 18.99(A)

il

7 * Ceet Cotton 14.99(A)

9! » Ceet Vented
Answer Cotton 16.99(A)
Answer Vented

* GLOVES

* Ceet MX  17.99(A)
Scott/Elite  18.99(A)
Answer 22.99(A)

Ceet MX

_Vendramini kid leather MX "~ 50.99(0)
Vendramini Leather MX 89.99(C)
M Roberts Roboots 89.99(C)

Answer

ke ree)

* Team MX 69.99(8)
» Team Gators 13.99(8) to stock

Answer Gators 16.99(B)

WeW 460x18 Perfect-X HT
510x18 Perfect-X ST

WeW 510x18 Perfect-X HT
100/90x18 Moto-X

CEE]J
JERSEYS

150/80x18 Moto-X
VL0 300x21 Moto-X
300x21 Perfect-X ST
20.99(A
i 325x21 Moto-X

DIRT TIRES
METZELER KNOBBY

WeW 120/90x18 Perfect-X ST
weW 120/90x18 Perfect-X HT
Al 140/80x18 Perfect-X ST
weW 140/80x18 Perfect-X HT

ST-Soft Terrain  HT-Hard Terrain

DUNLOP KNOBBY

30.991¢) | 500x17 K8ssT 42.99(E)
25.99(C) | 400x18 K690A 37.99(C)
53.99(E) | 510x18 K690A 45.99(E)
63.99(E) | 250x14 K190 15.99(C)
47.990) | 275x17 K190 19.99(c)
48.990) | 300x12 K190 15.99(C)
53.99(6) | 360x74 K190 18.99(C)
53.99(6) | 410xi4 K190 22.99(C)
53.99() | 510x17 K190 47.99(E)
57.99(€) | 410x18 K190 32.99(0)
58.99(E) | 460x18 K190 35.99()
43.99(0) | 510x18 K190 35.99(E)
57.99(0) | 300x21 K139 46.99()
57.99(0) | 410x18 K138HT 47.99()
50.99(E) | 450x18 K138HT 51.99(€)
50.99(E) | 510x18 K138HT

50.99(E)
40.99(D)
41.99(0)
45.99(0)

Chaparral’s best buys!

* indicates

PANTS

79.99(8) placing your order
Some items limited

85.99(8)

Gaerne L eather MX 129.99(C) | * Indicates Chaparral's

Open 7 Days! o=

Refer to AD DB1183 when
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Use care in any high-speed off-road work. The big SP is much

more at home on the pavement. °

By the Staff of Dirt Bike

treet-legal trail bikes are a bizarre
breed of machine. They’ve come a
long way since the old DT Yamaha- and,
like their off-road brothers, are refined and
sophisticated. The Suzuki SP250 and 500,
while not wild dirt-oriented bikes, are good
middle-of-the-road, legal trail machines.
Technology is focused around reliability
and fuel stinginess and a little toward
handling. Both SPs take their street chores
quite seriously. Since the majority of the
on/off-road market never sees much dirt
work, the bikes must be easy to ride, start
and operate. Super-long travel and high-
revving powerbands fit the dirt-minded but
have no niche in the street world. Com-
promise is the only answer.
ALTERED SEATS
Change has not found its way to the ’83

SPs. Both bikes are identical to last year’s
equipment, except for cosmetic stuff like
colors and stickers. Blue seats and gold
rims give a nice racy look, but beyond that,
very little has evolved. Dependability is
their forte. Proven four-stroke engines put
out decent power and are quite tractable.
Counterbalancers in both engines keep
vibration down, and the five-speed
transmissions are geared for moon use.
Any off-road work will warrant a smaller
countershaft sprocket, as tall first gears
make for clutch slipping in tight trail usage.

The 500 is the same basic design that has
been with the DRs for years. It’s a tank and
will run forever with almost no mainten-
ance. Starting takes a knack, as the kick-
starter is long and bottoms your foot on
the ground. After a long initial warm-up,
you can start pounding the streets. Wander-
ing off-road should be done with prudence,

SUZUKI SP250/500 DUAL TEST

as the 500 wallows and pounds your spine
into soup on easy trails. Marginal suspen-
sion takes a dip in the road fine, but cross-
ing a rutted trail is another story. Too, the
semi-knobs tackle the street in okay
fashion, but give no security in the dirt. If
you’re not careful, the 300-plus-pounder
will spit you into never-never land.

A good 40 pounds lighter and fitted with
better rear suspension is the 250. Fire roads
and trails can be negotiated with some con-
fidence. Again, the tires never really grab
enough, so slow speeds are the norm. Start-
ing the 250 is a cruise, and vibration is al-
most nil. On the pavement, the bike is pure
joy, but don’t expect to smoke the tires, as
the power output is decent, though not
overwhelming.

Both bikes have nice tool kits that will
hold a few trail goodies mounted on the
rear fenders. A low seat height lets even

Because the 250 is much Ilghter than the
500, its trail manners aren’t that horrible.
Better suspension and a chugger motor
are pluses.

short riders touch the ground flat-footed.
The 250 seat measures at 32.7 inches, the
same as a Kawasaki KX80. Archaic throt-
tles have seen their day, as has the tach that
is fitted to the 500. There’s a second plastic
toolbox located on the sides of the bikes
to go along with the fender-mounted
model. Buddy pegs for the doubles-minded
are located at the right spot so the pas-
senger doesn’t interfere with the pilot.

In reality, both SPs are street machines
fitted with a few trail options. Longer
travel, torquey motors and some ground
clearance let them travel down a trail slow-
ly. Dreams of jumping off-road and slam-
ming down a rocky river bed, then popping
back on the highway, are nothing more
than a vision. As it is, the bikes are
economical and fun if you use them for
sporting and plonking, not aggressive
riding. [J

Setting the standards by which all others  You'll fly safely through first turn traffic
are measured, Magura throttle, clutch and all the brush you can handle with
and brake controls provide you with the one of the all new DUO (pat.pend) throttle

ultimate in precision control, comfort, and
dependability. The best racers and dis-
criminating riders around the world
demand Magura controls
for every bike they

ride. Furthermore:
leading manu-

series. Based on a
pulley type parallel
cable pull system
these throttle controls
integrate two opening
ratios as firsts on the
market: they are adjustable

facturers such to medium
as BMW, quick or
Husqvarna, quick
KTM, and action.

Maico — just to

mention a few —
are using i .
Magura controls as orlglnal equipment.

Precision crafted in Germany from MAGURA
the finest alloys and materials.

Magura’s Pow-R-Levr® clutch and brake For. moreyiitformation contact: ®
levers are forged from aluminum alloy for
light weight and maximum strength. The
original, unique Magura Pow-R-Levr®
shape increases the power of your hand
while decreasing fatigue, and provides
better control with easier reach. The
complete Magura Pow-R-Levr® is avail-
able for Moto Cross and Enduro bikes.
Or, you can upgrade your Japanese
bike’s clutch and brake with the
Magura Pow-R-Levr® design.

Insist on

MAGURA U.S.A. Corp.
P.O. Box 68, 2 Union Drive
Olney, lllinois 62450
618-395-2200

Displacement

Wheelbase . . . .......
Ground clearance . .

Enginetype..............
Boreandstroke ......................
Carburetion .. ............
Ignition .................
Transmission.............
Fuel tank capacity ........

SUZUKI SP250 SP500
...... 4-stroke, SOHC, 4-valve .. ..........4-stroke, SOHC
72mmx 61.2mm............. 88mm x 82mm

................... Sspeed..................5speed
............. 9.5 L (2.5 gals.)

..... 9.0 L (2.0 gals.)
1375mm (54.1 in.)
. 260mm ( 10.2in.)

...1455mm (57.3in.)
....265mm (10.4 in.)
830mm (32.7in.) . .......... 870mm (34.3in.)

Seat height . . .......... ?
Dry weight (claimed) . . . ..119kg(2621bs.) ........... 139 kg (306 Ibs.)
Suspension:
Erontiih e Lo A s S il s v i T N U o O o 7.7 in.
ROAE ot s ke e e b s ha o AL e F L AR e 1 ik oha T [0z B oo 00 vt TR O 7.7 in.
Tires:
Fronke il b S i v R 3.00 x 21 semi-knobby . ... .. 3.00 x 21 semi-knobby
BROALY i e s, ks et iins oot oo 4.60 x 17 semi-knobby . .. ... 4.60 x 18 semi-knobby
Intendeduse ............................. On/off-road ............... Onl/off-road
Approx. retall price . . .............. ... ... ... $1670% Lt St S $2098
Countryoforlgin............ooeiiiuanniieainns Japaneties . S T Japan
Distributor. . . .................. U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.. .. .. U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.

3251 E. Imperial Hwy.
Brea, CA 92621

3251 E. Imperial Hwy.
Brea, CA 92621
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A full-color catalog stuffed full
of all the hottest racing products
and protective gear on the track
today.

Name s S ST oS LTINS, |

Address __

O A O e A e - e B A

Enclose $1.00 to cover cost of
fl postage and handling.

| 9555 OWENSMOUTH AVENUE,
' CHATSWORTH, CA 81311 U.S.A.
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What started out life as a 1979 XR500 dual-shocker is now a single horizontal-shock
Works Performance experimental machine.

f you feel that progress in rear sus-

pension development has stagnated,
then take a close look at the two bikes
shown here. Both are experimental ma-
chines, not for sale to the general public,
and are more or less rolling test beds for
the theories of their designers.

While the two rear suspensions are
worlds apart in appearance, they are both
trying to do the same thing: simplify the
rear suspension without giving up any of
the obvious benefits of long travel. Both
systems completely eliminate any links or
rotating parts.

This offers several advantages that are
unarguable: They’re much simpler to build
and maintain, and both complete systems
are lighter than a comparable link/single-
shock system.

They differ only in shock location/angle
and one other area: The ATK system has
a rather mild rising rate and the Pro-Gress
setup has numbers that are more in line
with conventional thinking. Both are star-
tling to look at and draw crowds whenever
the bikes are parked.

ATK SIDE SHOCK

At first glance, one is tempted to think
that the ATK simply cannot work. After
all, the single shock is mounted on one side
of the swingarm. The bther side is bare.
And further inspection shows that the two
arms are not even close to lining up. But,
as Horst Leitner, designer of the ATK sys-
tem, says, ‘It makes no difference what the
angle is, just so it remains rigid and does

gassers. This one change alone accounted
for a four-horsepower gain in the 560
Rotax engine. Of particular interest is the
fact that the ATK Rotax engines are pre-
production 1984 engines that will see their
way into the Can-Am and KTM lineup, as
well as a few other Continental efforts.
Specifics on the ATK system are as fol-
lows: The shock is 16 inches long and of-
fers 4% inches of shaft travel, including
collapsing the rubber bumper. This gives
the ATK rear end a full 13 inches of travel.
The spring varies a great deal with bike and
rider weight differences, but is normally in
the 400- to 500-pound range. Zero preload
is normal, states Leitner, even though in-
dividual riders can add a bit to suit their
riding preferences. Horst likes no preload,
because he says that it makes the rear wheel
more responsive to small bumps and the
wheel will more faithfully stay in contact
with the ground when braking over bumps.
While the machines we rode were not for
sale to the public, Leitner plans to offer an
entire bike for something in the $3900 price
range. It will have a special C&J frame, the
560 Rotax engine (with performance
goodies by Ron Woods) and, of course,
will come with the single side shock and an
ATK torque-elimination device. The rider
will be able to specify his choice of forks,
shocks, etc. We’ll let you know more on

this as it develops. By the way, the entire
bike is claimed to weigh in at slightly over
250 pounds, dry. We did not have a chance
to slip it on the DB scales.

WORKS PERFORMANCE PRO-GRESS

It’s obvious that the ATK bike is a pure
racer, while the machine Gil uses for de-
velopment is more of a Baja cruiser/high-
speed trail bike. Based on an XR500 en-
gine, the frame is your basic C&J with a
specially modified C&J swingarm. There
are also considerable frame mods done to
fit in the near-horizontal shock.

Quite naturally, the designer, Gil
Vaillancourt, owner of Works Perfor-
mance shocks, uses a Works shock to get
the job done on his machine. The shock is
made from scratch and is all fabricated out
of high-quality aluminum and chromoly.

Specifics on the shock are: length, 12-1/2
inches with a mere 2-3/4 inches of shaft
travel. A mighty 825-pound spring is used
and Gil uses anywhere from 5/8-inch to
3/4-inch preload to get the rear end setting
right. Actual travel with the Pro-Gress is
11.83 inches. As with the ATK, the Pro-
Gress leaves a great deal of room for a sen-
sible airbox and pipe routing.

The numbers on the rising rate are dif-
ferent from the ATK. The first inch of
shock travel gives up 5.2 inches at the rear
wheel and the last inch measures out at a

On the left, Gil, of Works Performance fame. Next to him, Horst Leitner, the multi-
sprocket man of ATK.

3.87-inch rate. Gil also claims a five-pound
weight savings with his approach.

The Pro-Gress can be applied much
easier to four-strokes than two-strokes.
XL500/6005s and XR250/500s are likely
candidates, but as this is strictly a develop-
mental test suspension, the cost is fairly
high should the rider desire to have one.
Right now, Gil is much more interested in
selling the concept to a major manufactur-
er than trying to build individual bikes for
people.

As with the ATK bike, the Pro-Gress
bike has massive gussets where needed. Ac-
cording to Gil, there are forces that exceed
6000 pounds at either end of the shock that
must be dealt with.

DUELING DESIGNERS

Having both of the bikes and their
builders at the track at the same time was
fascinating. Both agreed that they were try-
ing to reach the same goals, but mutual
agreement ended at that point. Leitner feels
that a rising-rate suspension is not needed,
while Vaillancourt insists that it’s the only
way to fly. Both men are good riders and
set up their own bikes to suit their riding
styles. When we asked the designers to ride
each other’s bikes, it was the source of
much high-level discussion, each trying to
persuade the other of his approach. Frank-
ly, each hated the other’s rear suspension.
Being much more tolerant, the DB folks
slung an editorial leg over both mounts and
put some time in on the bikes.

RIDING THE FUTURE WAVE?

s e L') not flex. I make the swingarm lower on the We can’t say that for sure, bu.t we can

) ; .. : L N left side to allow the shock to be the pro- say that while both rear suspensions feel
Ride side of the ATK shows the ATK Left-side view of the Works Pro-Gress per length. On the right side, it’s more con- much different, they both work. The ATK
torque-eliminator, which is claimed to be  unit gives a better idea of the radical ventional in shape, because it’s easier to unit felt much better when the bike was rid-
essentlal for the side-shock approach to angle of the custom-mad: W: sr;(ock’.,s . make it that way. There’s a tremendous den hard and fast. . it seemed to respond
work properly. This Is avallable right now Short ard stoUtIIeERpIe shaas (i amount of bracing on the left side and it’s to heavy throttle. The Pro-Gress was more

ring with a rate over 800 pounds! ; 14
(ot (. el 2L - E actually much stronger than it needs to be.

The ATK proto bike is based on a 560 Rotax engine in a special C&J frame. A version
of this bike will likely be for sale in the near future. The price tag? Somewhere below

the $4000 range.
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We saw one very distinct advantage with
the ATK side shock. Leitner removed and
replaced the shock within a matter of
minutes with no special tools. Try that
sometime with your Uni-Trak.

The ATK side shock uses either a Hon-
da/Ohlins, Showa or White Power shock.
Horst has several working models and
brought two of them with him for us to
ride. One was Showa-equipped and the
other had the Honda/Ohlins shock. Of the
two, we much preferred the Ohlins-based
unit.

Even though the ATK is not designed
primarily to achieve a rising-rate suspen-
sion, there is some change as the shock goes
through its stroke. The first inch of shaft
travel offers 3.5 inches of axle movement,
while the last inch yields 2.8 inches of rear
wheel movement. Leitner estimates his
complete system, even with the beefier
swingarm, weighs about five pounds less
than the standard single-shock approach.

He also noted that by having the shock
off to one side, he was able to run a larger
airbox and let the carb go straight into the
barrel, rather than angle around like most

ATK SIDE SHOCK

& WORKS
PERFORMANCE

PRO-GRESS

Getting rid of all the extra pieces

By the Staff of Dirt Bike

comfortable at trailriding or cruising
speeds, which is what the bike was set up
for. It would be unfair to compare a fire-
breathing 560 racer to a mellow Baja
cruiser. Suffice it to say that both suspen-
sions worked considerably better than, say,
a stock TT600...by the proverbial long
shot.

We can say that riding the ATK was a
strange experience, as the bike was equip-
ped with an ATK torque-elimination
sprocket setup. This meant that when we
backed off the throttle while going into a
corner, the front end did not settle. Also,
heavy application of throttle does not make
the rear end squat or the front end wheelie.
Our short riding session did not allow us
to get used to this; more time will be re-
quired to evaluate this system.

CURIOUS? INFORMATION FOR

THE ASKING

ATK LEITNER CORP.—Attn: Horst
Leitner, 2650-C Walnut Ave., Tustin, CA
92680; (714)731-5114.

WORKS PERFORMANCE PROD-
UCTS—Attn: Gil Vaillancourt, 8730 Shir-
ley Ave., Northridge, CA 91324; (213)701-
1010. (]

TWO NEW EXPERIMENTAL REAR SUSPENSIONS
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By Paul Clipper

¢

hursday, August 4, 1983. Today the

Rose Bowl track was unveiled to the
press and riders alike, and a very -unique
Supercross track it was. Berms were laid
down right on the turf of the stadium, and
the first practice session would have the
honor of ripping big roosts out of that fine
grass surface. All of the top motocross guns
were there, along with a fully packed con-
tingent of privateer hopefuls.

We watched as they poked their way
around the virgin track, checking out the
corners and getting a feel for the jumps.
A set of sharply peaked doubles in the mid-
dle of the stadium stood out like wolves’
teeth on the grassy floor, and we watched,
visibly impressed, as the riders worked their
way up to taking the 60-foot section of
track in two jumps.

Things were serious here; the tension was
thick. This was The Race—the L.A. Super-
bowl, moved to Pasadena. Big money, big
crowd. The chance to strut your stuff in the
most widely covered Supercross race in the
world, and there wasn’t a soul in that first
few hours of practice who wasn’t thinking
about walking away The Winner on Satur-
day night.

There would be a full field of riders on
Saturday, no doubt about it, but there
wasn’t one person there on that steamy
Thursday who could be kidded into believ-
ing that the Superbowl of Motocross was
any more than a match race between two
fierce competitors. David Bailey came to
Los Angeles with a ten-point lead over
MarkBarnett, and Wrangler Super Series
aside, one of them would leave the Rose
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-Posters, T-shirts, and his very own raincoat—do you get the feeling that som

expected David to win?

Bowl with the Supercross Series Champion-
ship and a very fat paycheck. This is what
you could call the ‘‘incentive system’’ of
motocross. '

Saturday, August 6, 5:00 p.m. The tem-
perature inside the Rose Bowl was finally
throttling down from a high of 105 degrees,
and all of the last-minute preparations were
being finalized for the evening of racing.
The last practice session buzzed out onto
the field, and we stood around in the in-
field making small talk with our competing
photographers. There wasn’t much hap-
pening now, and it seemed like everybody
had gotten the track well wired. Nothing
to do but wait for seven o’clock.

All of a sudden, a roar went up from the
slim early-entry crowd in the stands, and
we snapped our heads around in time to see
Ron Lechien flying down the front straight
20 feet higher than anyone else had been
all day. A moment ago things had been
quiet in the stadium, now turmoil brewed
in the infield. Lechien had just double
jumped a set of jumps more than 45 feet
apart—they weren’t made to be doubled,
no way—and as we marveled open-
mouthed over this apparent triumph over
gravity, Jeff Ward blasted up to them and
did the same thing!

Now things were ugly in the pits. If the
front straight jumps could be doubled, all
of the front-runners would have to do it—
and the last practice was winding to a close.
There’d be no chance for Glover, Barnett,
Bailey, or most of the rest of the riders to
try it out; they would have to go for it
blind.

Glover tied up the Main with characteris-
tic ease and became the only rider to
ever win the L.A. event three times.

Everyone was pumped at the Superbowl.
Yamaha support rider Donnie Cantaloupi >
styles for smiles.




'MILLER HIGH LIFE
SUPERBOWL OF
MOTOCROSS

THE BATTLE BEGINS

Because of their respective standings in
the Championship, Bailey and Barnett
weren’t pitted together in the first heat race.
Instead, it was Bailey and Team Yamaha’s
Broc Glover doing battle for the first three
points of the night. Bailey grabbed the
holeshot coming out of the first turn, only
to be swooped by Glover a few turns later.
As expected, the two leaders sailed over the
front straight doubles like a pair of jet
fighters, and in the confusion following the
air show, Suzuki’s Alan King got by Bailey,
taking over second place.

Glover is a ferocious competitor when
faced with an open track in front of him,
and he too had a reason for doing well this
night. Glover was one of the five racers
sharing two-time wins at the L.A. event,
and he definitely wanted to puli the hat
trick tonight. Maybe the added pressure
was too much for him, because he was ob-
viously choking and was all over the bike,
trying to keep it on the track.

Seeing his chance, Bailey smoked by
Glover and King to regain the lead, and a
tooth-and-nail fight between the Yamaha
and Honda pilots ensued.Glover continued
to have trouble with the track, causing a
few of us to wonder if his front tire was
flat. As well as he stayed on Bailey’s tail,
there was no way he could get around him.
Bailey flew over the finish line doing a one-
handed pancake cross-up, obviously
pumped about moving three points closer
to Barnett.

The second heat was Barnett’s chance to
get even. He and Honda rider Johnny
O’Mara went elbow to elbow for the hole-
shot, but while they were fighting among
themselves, Suzuki teamster Scott Burn-
worth manhandled the lead. The other two
riders weren’t too concerned about this,
-and after taking a couple laps to get every-
thing sorted out, Barnett roosted past his
teammate for the lead.

O’Mara took a little longer to get his act
together, and by the time he got past Burn-
worth, Barnett had a seven-second lead on
him. The smoke-a-thon that followed re-
sulted in the fastest lap times so far for the
night, with Barnett and O’Mara slaughter-
ing the mega-gnarly front straight, lap after
lap. Barnett neither gained nor lost ground
over O’Mara, and he took the win with a
comfortable margin. Barnett’s three points
nullified Bailey’s three. Each still had plen-
ty of work ahead of him.

CLOSE STRUGGLE

The first Semi was the most exciting race
of the night, with Bailey narrowly leading
Glover off the start, followed closely by
Burnworth and Barnett. The four chargers
roared around the track. Bailey and Glover
swapped the lead a couple of times, and

/“.J » ¢ Mo ‘&jr

Everything was mellow until the last practice, when Jeff Ward
started doubling a pair of monster jumps on the front straight. Then everybody had

to do it.

By riding a safe Final event, Bailey won
the championship without taking any
chances. His ride wasn’t very exciting to
watch, but it certainly was effective.

Burnworth took a heart-stopping hand-
stand off the giant doubles while still hold-
ing his position.

Between the third and fourth lap Barnett
started gathering steam. He passed Burn-
worth and zipped by Glover when the
Yamaha pilot bobbled in a corner. Glover
clearly wasn’t enjoying the giant double,
and seeing that he had a firm hold on third
place, he decided to save his strength for
the Main. By the sixth lap Barnett was
heavy on the gas, and he drove past Bailey
and started pulling away. With a good
cushion behind him, Barnett backed off
and took the win easily, followed by Bailey,
Glover, Burnworth, O’Mara, and Honda
rider Brian Myerscough.

Lest you think there were no races other
than those dominated by the Big Three, let

e

5 »i;(\ 2
and Ron Lechien

Suzuki’s Scott Burnworth caused a stir
by getting a front-of-the-pack start in the
Main, finally settling for a fifth-place
finish.

(CASTH

Warren Reid was one of the Monster
Doubles’ casualties when he was thrown
on his face during his heat race. The fall
wrecked his shoulder and took away
most of his ambition.
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MILLER HIGH LIFE
SUPERBOWL OF
MOTOCROSS

us digress here for a moment to examine
the fate of the other riders. Danny Chand-
ler, not a Supercross rider by nature, drove
to a win in the third heat, a race that was
riddled with crashes. Ron Lechien came off
his Yamaha over the giant double, and in
a spectacular move managed to hold on
and remount, although obviously shaken.
Not so lucky was his teammate Warren
Reid, who had moved up into second place,
only to bail off on the double, wrecking his
shoulder and effectively putting him out for
the night. Tough luck for a nice guy.
The same thing happened in the fourth
heat to Kawasaki’s Jeff Ward, who was
earlier a favorite to win the Superbowl. He

DB’s Jim Holley became the top priva-
teer of the evening, riding like a lunatic
and finishing eighth.

A third-place finish marks the Superbowl
as one of Magoo’s best Supercross
finishes of the season. It certainly does
look like he’s having a good time,
doesn'’t it, Ollie?
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had been in fine form throughout practice
and was absolutely smoking in the heat,
reeling in Yamaha rider Donnie Canta-
loupi, when he mistimed the jump and en-
doed heavily. He got back up in time to
finish third. The diminutive Kawasaki rider
went on to win the second Semi with a bad-
ly twisted knee, although his luck wouldn’t
carry him through the Main.

Team Dirt Bike even had a couple of
riders out on the track, with Jim Holley
finishing sixth in the third heat and trans-
ferring directly to the Semi. He finished a
safe seventh in the Semi, earning a spot in
the Main. Mickey Dymond was riding Dirt
Bike’s RM250 test bike, and although he

did badly enough in his heat to have to ride

a Quarter-final, he won the Quarter going
away and was all set to smoke it in the
Semi. Alas, his machine suffered sprocket
mounting problems and he never made it
to the start.
THE LAST ROUND
As 18 riders thundered down the starting

line, it was anybody’s guess as to who
would take the lead. Out of the first turn
it was Glover, and then a quick glance back
revealed Barnett picking himself up off the
track! ‘‘That’s it, he’s out of it,”” we
thought, but then the ‘““Bomber’’ leaped
back on the bike and passed three-quarters

- of the field before anybody even knew he

had fallen. He simply slashed through the
pack like an enraged hornet. By the second
lap he was in sixth place, after one of the
most brutal displays of riding talent ever
witnessed by this writer.

By the fourth lap Glover was enjoying
a comfortable lead—so comfortable that he
chose to occasionally forgo the giant dou-
ble in favor of two safer single jumps.
Chandler was in second and Burnworth in
third, followed by Lechien, Barnett, and—
of all people—Holley. But where was
Bailey?

Bailey was four places behind Barnett,
riding a safe race, much as we expected him
to. Anymore, a championship is not won

Barnett won his heat, won the Semi over Bailey and came in second in the Main, but
none of it was enough to keep Bailey off the throne.

by berserking your way into the lead of an
important race, it’s more a numbers game
—knowing just how far back you have to
be and then riding within that limit. David
was-watching the pit board and maintain-
ing his position, and with the amount of
money that was involved, we don’t blame
him.

Glover was smoking, however, with his
eye locked on his third Superbowl win, and
before the race was ten laps old he was in-
to lapped riders. Sadly enough, one of them
happened to be Jeff Ward, who had suf-
fered another crash and was struggling to
pick up positions. Chandler was holding
second place, although Glover was doing
the usual trick of picking up at least a sec-
ond a lap. By this point it was Glover’s
race, no questions asked.

Through the final laps of the race the big
battle was for second place between Chan-
dler, Lechien and Barnett. The three diced
back and forth, and soon it was a battle
between Barnett and Chandler, ending with

Barnett squeaking by on the next-to-last
lap. The Suzuki kingpin finished second,
but Bailey knew where he had to be and
was there at the right time.

Glover won more than just another
Supercross, being the first rider to win the
L.A. Superbowl three times; he was very
happy. Bailey was crowned Supercross
King immediately following the race, and
he was happier still. But was Barnett sad?
Not on your life. He picked up some sec-
ond-place bucks, and moved up to the lead
in the Wrangler Super Series standings. The
next three races would be a contest between
Barnett and everyone else, and if he could
have seen the writing on the wall, he may
have been a little less enthusiastic.

But the big season wasn’t over yet on this
Saturday night, and no matter what the
future would bring we had finally witness-
ed a fitting Supercross finale at the last in-
door race of the year. Now if they only
hadn’t run out of ice, it would have been
perfect. ... [J

THE PRIVATE LIFE OF PRIVATEERS

Jim Holley

hile everyone watched the drama
for the Supercross Championships
unfold between Bailey and Barnett, there
were things happening that made for high
excitement a bit further back in the pack.

When the factory riders have their own
private battle over the gold, it’s up to the
privateers to battle for the scraps. At most
Supercross races it’s unheard of for a pri-
vateer to break into the top ten. And they
simply do not win Quarter-final events
leading to the Main.

Or do they?

Dirt Bike had two entries in the Super-
bowl. One guy was our regular all-time
cover-shot specialist, Jimmy Holley, on a
YZ250 that wasn’t much tricker than the
hardware you see at your local track. The
other was Mickey Dymond, a good, solid
Pro just starting to make an impression on
the National scene in the 500cc class aboard
a Maico. Both of them desperately needed
a good showing at the prestigious Super-
bowl to help push their careers along.

And, as luck would have it, both had
some great moments. . . mixed with some
truly bad luck.

THE JIMMY HOLLEY STORY

In the first heat our very own Jimmy
Holley got knocked down in one of the first
turns and got going next to last, Savvy
trackside observers mentally wrote him off
after that escapade. However, Holley is

made of sterner stuff than most might
think. He kicked his bars straight and pro-
ceeded to ride as fast and as hard as he
could. By the midpoint of the short heat
he was already up to mid-pack, cutting
through the other privateers as if they were
parked and waiting for a toll booth.

From mid-pack on, Holley had to deal
with the faster privateers and some factory
riders. He dispatched them with steady
pressure and daring passes. When the
checkered flag came out, Holley had work-
ed up to an incredible sixth-place finish! To
celebrate, he flipped the bike into a de-
clining, inverted sideways pancake gyration
that had the crowd gasping. Somehow, he
straightened out the bike before it touch-
ed the ground.

In his next race, the Semi, Jim rode
steadily and solidly and crossed the line in
seventh place. This transferred him direct-
ly to the Main event and guaranteed him
a decent paycheck for the night.

Now, most privateers are content just to
make the Main and have no real hopes of
running up front for any length of time.
Someone forgot to tell this to Holley, as
he was third through the first turn with a
daring outside-to-inside pass on most of the
field that took him from mid-pack to a dic-
ing spot with the front-runners. He ran in
a solid fourth spot for most of the race,
eventually getting passed by a few decent
riders like Bailey and O’Mara. He ended
up with an eighth for the night, one of the
most impressive rides of the year. . .and all
this on a YZ painfully close to stock. We
wonder what it takes for Holley to get a
factory ride?

Press time flash! Holley just took a fifth
overall at the 250 class in the Washougal
Nationals, pressing Cantaloupi all the way.
Cantaloupi was on a works Yamaha.

FROM DYMONDS TO DEMONS

After being a fully sponsored Maico

\

RESULTS:
WRANGLER SUPER SERIES, ROUND 24
ROSE BOWL STADIUM, PASADENA, CA
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WRANGLER SUPER SERIES
POINTS STANDINGS AFTER PASADENA

1. Mark Barnett

2. David Bailey
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Mickey Dymond

rider all year, Mickey Dymond found
himself up against the proverbial wall right
before Superbowl time. With Maico stop-
ping its racing efforts due to financial prob-
lems in Germany, Mickey didn’t even have
enough spare parts for his 250.

Dirt Bike offered our spare project
Suzuki RM250 for Mickey to use in the
Superbowl. After riding the bike in local
Expert races, Dymond had racked up four
straight victories and two seconds. The
defeat, by the way, came at the hands of
Ricky Johnson aboard a works Yamaha.

Our bike was a basically stock 1983
RM250 with a 1982 head and 1982 ignition
timing. We also had Boyesen reeds on the
bike and a modified airbox. An Answer
muffler (aluminum) was added to the pipe.
Everything else in the engine was left stock.
Jetting was carefully dialed in. Bars and
side panels were changed for looks and
rider comfort. An Ohlins shock was in-
stalled on the rear, with technical advice on
the damping and preload by Steve Simons
and Stig Petersen of Ohlins. Mickey ran
stock forks instead of Simons UDX, mostly

(continued on page 70)
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TUNING SECRETS

Can you divide, multiply & fill a bucket

with cold water?

By Rick Sieman, with special thanks to Gil Vaillancourt
of Works Performance Products for technical assistance

Gil checks the rate in hls spring tester
and finds that his math was right on the
button.
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Gil of Works Performance puts the
finishing touches to a modified spring.

Dear Dirt Bike,

I have a KDX175 and my rear shock
spring is way too soft. My dealer wants
almost 50 bucks for a heavier spring. Is
there anything I can do to stiffen the rear
end without popping for the half a hun-
dred? Thank you severely.

Marvin Grinder
Spinoza Flats, UT

his mythical letter is actually repre-

sentative of many we’ve received here
at Dirt Bike. The problem is not isolated
to the excellent KDX enduro bike. Nope.
Just about any rider who gets better on.his
bike will find out that the standard spring(s)
that came on the bike were made for that
mythical ‘‘average’’ rider.

To get our new

the spring off at
this point.

For maximum safety, hang the spring
over a bucket filled with water before
torching off the unwanted coils.

The new top coil should be
heated to a dull red and
gently bent down flat
before grinding.

Here’s the completed
spring; a no-cost heavier-
rate boinger is now ready
to be mounted back on the
shock.

The owner of a new bike will often not
notice that his spring is too soft at first, be-
cause of the sensation of a fresh, tight new
bike and the attendant careful riding. How-
ever, once he gets the unit broken in and
scratched up a few times he may find him-
self resorting to the preload adjustment
rings.

And, no matter what his owner’s manual
states, increasing the preload will not keep
the shock from bottoming out under hard
riding conditions. The answer, of course,
is a heavier spring. Naturally, the correct
amount of sag in the rear end and reason-
able amounts of preload will have substan-
tial effects on the action of the rear end,
but it’s possible to have the right amount
of sag for the rear suspension and still have
a too soft spring.

SAVE BIG BUCKS—
MODIFY YOUR OWN SPRING

Let’s say you’ve exhausted all the nor-
mal preload and have, in fact, determined
that your spring is too soft. You can avoid
spending anywhere from 40 to 75 dollars
for a shock spring and equivalent bucks for
fork springs. Yes, the DB low-bucks ap-
proach to customizing your springs works

spring rate, we cut

ACTIVE

The dead (or inactive coils) are those
that touch at both ends.

13%2 COILS —

P.D. OR

e FRE~E ';EN:THQ 10 11 1;.113
ﬂ\/f\&\h \f\W\/\W'A\ s 8
UL B

SIZE OF MATERIAL

vy
N iy
PITCH OR LEAD

OPENING OR
SPACE
BETWEEN COILS

Basic info needed to determine spring
rate.

on the fork boingers as well'as on the rear
suspenders.

You’re going to need access to a set of
torches and a decent bench grinder to get
the job done right. First, here’s how the
procedure is done, then we’ll show you how
to calculate just how much you want to cut
off your spring to increase the stiffness.

WAIT A MINUTE, DIRT BIKE!

HOW CAN CUTTING A SPRING

MAKE IT STRONGER?

Hah! Gotcha, didn’t we. You see, a
number of things determine the rate of a
spring, among them the thickness of the
wire, the diameter of the coils (to their
centerline) and the number of active coils.
As a rule of thumb, the fewer active coils,
the higher the spring rate—all other things
being equal. Since we can’t change the
thickness of the wire or the diameter, this
leaves the number of active coils as the only
variable we have control over.

Dead coils are those at each end of the
spring that make contact with something.
If you have a spring with, say, ten coils,
then two of them are dead (inactive) and
eight of them are live (active) coils. But
enough theory for now. Let’s get back to
the actual operation of making our springs
stronger.

STEP-BY-STEP
SPRING MODIFICATION

Once you’ve determined just how much
you need to cut off your spring to make
it stiffer, here’s the procedure. Put some
water in a bucket and lay the spring over
the edge. Not only will this make a solid
holder for the spring, but it will give the
hot coils and sparks a very safe place in

A number of factors determine the actual
rate of the spring, including the diameter
of the wire. . .

...and the thlcknss of the wire.

which to drown themselves out.

A mark should be scribed on the coil
where the cut is to be made. Heat up the
coil with a normal welding tip until it’s
cherry red and just starting to turn yellow.
When the metal starts to puddle or melt,
turn off the acetylene. The oxygen will feed
the hot spot and the wire will literally burn.
At this point, you are merely feeding ox-
ygen to an existing point of combustion.
The wire is actually burning! Of course,
you can simply take a cutting torch and
blaze it off, but this technique is much
cleaner and very easy to master. You might
experiment with a scrap piece of metal first
to get the feel.

Next, place the shortened spring firmly
on a flat surface or in a sturdy vise. Then
start heating the top coil about an inch
from the freshly cut end, very slowly. Do
not overheat it. Once it turns cherry red,
you can squeeze it gently together with a
sturdy set of pliers.

The key here is gentle pressure. If you
force it too much, there’s a chance that
you’ll crack the spring and render it use-
less. Remember, easy pressure and fairly
low heat—just enough to let the coil start
to sag under a light squeeze.

After the first part of the coil has been
bent down a bit, back up another inch and
heat some more, then gently put addition-
al pressure on the coil. After a few minutes
of coaxing and sensible use of the torch,
the top (freshly cut) coil will be flattened
out to the approximate desired shape.

Now you have to flatten it so it’ll fit flush
against the top (or bottom) of the shock.
A grinder is essential. You probably won’t

have access to one as strong as the one at
Works Performance, but the job can be
done with a bench grinder. Plan on taking
about a half hour of work with the average
home bench grinder. You can also take the
shock spring to almost any machine shop
and talk the guy into surfacing it for you
for a few bucks.

One word of caution: After you heat and
bend the top coil, do not quench it in water
to cool it down too quickly or you might
make the spring take a set. Wait a few
minutes until all the color has disappeared
from the spring. Your spring is now ready
to be sanded clean and repainted. And, if
your calculations were correct, you would
now have the new heavier spring rate you
were after, at no cost to you.

HOW TO FIGURE OUT
HOW MUCH TO CUT OFF

First off, you should know what the rate
of the spring you’re using is. That’s easy
enough. All springs are coded in some
fashion and the owner’s manual tells you
what the different springs are. Some use a
grind mark, while others use paint to iden-
tify the rate.

Let’s say you’re starting out with a
600-pound shock spring. If your shock is
too soft, a ten-percent increase in pound-
age would be a logical place to start.

You have to take the rate of the spring
(600 pounds) times the number of active
coils (in this case, 8.875 coils) and divide
this by the desired rate. Sounds like tough
math, but it isn’t. Here’s how it looks on
paper:

600 pounds
x 8.875 active coils
5325.000

Now, take this number and divide it by
the rate you want, which in our case is a
ten-percent increase, or a rate of 660
pounds. On paper, again, here’s the story:

8.0682

660) 5325.000

This leaves you with the magic number
of 8.0682, which is the number of active
coils that will give you a 660-pound spring.
Pretty neat, eh? In our spring, that means
that we would have to cut off 7/8 of one
full coil to get what we were after.

Once again: It’s only the active coils that
count. So, out with the torch, zap on the
grinder, and 7/8 of a coil later, you have
your 660-pound spring.

VARIOUS WORDS OF WARNING,

SOME OF THEM DIRE

Don'’t get in over your head. And don’t
try to ask a spring to do tpo much. One
of the things you must watch out for is coil
bind. A spring should never be forced to
bottom out against itself. If, for example,
you have five inches of available spring
movement and the shock travels 4-1/2 in-
ches, it’s clear that you should cut no more
than half an inch off that particular spring.

It’s not too difficult to calculate just how
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much available spring travel you have in
any spring. Merely measure the thickness
of the wire, count the number of coils and
then measure the space between the coils
and count the number of spaces. Basic
biker math.
SPRING RATES EVEN YOU
CAN UNDERSTAND

A typical straight-rate spring is a very
easy animal to understand. Let’s say you
have a 100-pound spring. This means that
when the spring is compressed one full
inch, it’ll have 100 pounds of force. If you
did this one inch of compression on a bath-
room scale, the scale would read 100
pounds. When the spring is compressed
two inches, it’ll read 200 pounds, at three
inches, 300 pounds—and so forth. Of
course, there are progressive springs, but
the math on them is complex that not even
Rondo Talbot understands it.
PRELOAD, CONFUSING THE ISSUE

Preload is close to black magic to many.
Let’s go back to that 100-pound spring we
were talking about. If you added 1/4-inch
of preload to that spring, the first inch of
travel would yield 125 pounds of force.
One-half inch of preload would bring it up
to 150 pounds, and so on.

However, preload affects only the first
inch of travel. After the first inch of travel,
the spring will still gain only 100 pounds
with each additional inch of travel, no mat-
ter how much the preload. This is where
a lot of people blow it. Ideally, a light
preload will let the wheel react to small
bumps properly. Way too much preload
will make the finest shock (or forks) feel
miserable on the small bumps, then the sus-
pension will still wallow through the mid-
stroke.

CAN I DO THE SAME BASIC STUFF
TO FORK SPRINGS?

Of course you can. You just have a much
longer spring and may have to count a lot
more when you add up the active coils.
Let’s assume you have an 18-pound fork
spring and you feel that it’s too soft. Your
calculations show that if you cut off three
coils, you’ll end up with a 20-pound fork
spring, which is what you want.

Fine. Go for it. But make sure that you
make up the space you take away. If you
cut off two inches of fork spring, you must
replace those two inches with some sort of
a spacer. If not, the forks will tend to sag
and dive too much from lack of proper pre-
load. The same, naturally, is true of the
rear. If you don’t have enough threaded
area in your shock body to make up for the
removed coil area, you will have to
fabricate a simple spacer to take up the
room.

MYTH DESTRUCTION FOR
YOUR AMUSEMENT

Some years ago, several companies of-
fered ‘‘booster’’ springs for forks. These
were said to stiffen up the stock fork

(continued on page 69)

For performance above and beyond stock...

Reed Up!

Take the Boyesen For greater control...increased horsepower...quicker response...

aCCelerated gnd reduced risk of engine damage. All through low-cost, easily-
installed Boyesen Racing Reeds. Because your reeds are funda-

pel’form ance Ccourse. mentalto performance, here's why you'll switch!

BOYESEN VS. STOCK Explanation
1. More control! \/ Boyesen's patented two-stage design operates more freely over a wider RPM range
than standard spring-restricted one-stage reeds.

Greater low-pressure Boyesen's top reed is very soft because low throttl iti i -
2. (low-throttle) response! v resistance regd. i [piteioonaionsdnaplio Ay
3. Faster cl)penmg and \/ Lower effective inertia is achieved through Boyesen's dual-stage design:

closing! ! a thin, short, lightweight top reed and a rigid, flow-through primary reed.

4. Greater flexibility! ) A one-stage reed operates effectively only within a narrow RPM range. Boyesen
Vv Racing Reeds feature a Space-Age fiber material and dual action for optimum
response over a wider RPM range.
.No engline damage if Some Broken metal reeds destroy an engine. Although a few manufacturers feature fiber
broken! \/ reeds as stock, you'd better double-check to make sure you're not taking a big
chance with your expensive engine.
v
G.Greater velocity! \/ Boyesen two-stage reeds feature two openings that maintain a flow velocity
greater than one opening of equal size.
7. Greater flow area! ! Greater flow area is achieved because Boyesen Racing Reeds allow you to substi-
V4 tute a screw plate for your reed stop. Without a reed stop, your original reeds will
whip and flutter and be destroyed in a short time.
8- Longer overall life! On an uncoated reed block angled at more than 45°, Boyesen Hacing Reeds out-
: last single-stage metal reeds by a minimum ratio of 100:1. And while most manu-
\/ facturers now use a rubberized block coating-to help metal reeds go past their
normal fatigue life, there's no guarantee against breakage. Take a chance on
breaking a metal reed and you gamble with engine-destruction. *

It's easy to replace your original one-stage
reeds with Boyesen Racing Reeds. Com-
plete easy-to-follow instructions are included.
So switch to Boyesen for better performance
and a more satisfying ride. Ask your dealer
or distributor.

We re bu:ldlng our reputallon
race after race after race..

Engineering
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' FIRST LOOK!

NEW
- HONDA

FOR 1984

A sneak peek at next year’s
mMotoCcross weapons s, oo sue sur

‘works by changing the volume of the ex-

he new Honda CR racers are more
than just a change in sticker posi-
tion and a new coat of paint. By not mak-
ing any radical design changes, the Honda
engineers may fool a few people into think-
ing they’re the same old CRs, but a close-
up look will reveal trickness galore. If spe-
cifications are any indication, the new ma-
chines should spray the tracks with more
horsepower than last year and be even
easier to ride. ]
RAMPS AND BUTTERFLIES ABOUND
The top feature this year is the ATAC
system, which is Honda’s version of the
variable exhaust port that was first intro-
duced by Yamaha as the YPVS. Unlike
Yamaha’s system, though, the ATAC

is 224.9 pounds.

pansion chamber and not the height of the
exhaust port.

The system consists of a sealed chamber
connected to the headpipe. A butterfly
valve between the two is sprung open at low
and no rpm, and it closes as the engine rpm
increases, actuated by a ball and ramp/
lever mechanism similar to the Yamaha sys-
tem. The theory is this: butterfly open—
pipe volume is high, producing more low
and mid-range power; butterfly closed—
pipe volume is low, increasing top-end
power and revving ability.

The ATAC is used on the CR80, 125 and
250, and if it works the way they say it
does, they should have more bottom end

The CR500 gets its new 491cc from a lengthened stroke, and
engine cooling is improved by new plastic air scoops. The
chain has been moved over to a left-side drive, making for a
narrower, lighter-weight swingarm, and a right-side kickstarter
along with a more tucked-in brake pedal. Front suspension
travel is 12 inches, rear is 12.4 inches, and the claimed weight

and be easier to ride, while at the same time
still be able to rev out to maximum horse-
power. We haven’t had a chance to ride the
CRs yet—haven’t even heard them run—
but we are definitely excited about this new
system and will let you know how it works
as soon as we get a test bike (maybe next
issue. ..).
SUPER STOPPERS

Another obvious change to the 125, 250
and 500 is the front disc brake, something
we’re not surprised to see yet welcome with
open arms and itchy right-hand index
fingers. The disc is 5mm thick and drilled
for lightness, but the big news is the caliper
design. Where all past disc-braked bikes us-
ed a single piston caliper, the new Hondas

With the ATAC built into the side of the cylinder, the CR250
engine has a decidedly spacey look. Many engine parts have
been lightened, and the clutch is now aluminum. A new-design
rear hub is smaller for less unsprung weight, and the
handlebars are rubber mounted to deaden vibration. The new
fuel tank has a recess for the safety seat, which should make

for a very comfortable ride.
AR DIRT BIKE / NOVEMBER 1983

A totally redesigned engine is the main highlight on the new
125. The thrust of the new design Is to increase power and
lower weight.. There Is a slight weight gain overall due to the
new 43mm forks, but fork flex should now be a thing of the
past. Travel is shorter than on the big bikes, at 11.4 inches,
while the rear stroke is 12.2 inches. New plastic looks sturdier,
with a cleaner design.
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into the cylinder. The ATAC adds a
degree of complexity to a formerly sim-
ple area, but if it works, it's worth the
added maintenance. ‘

use a dual piston design that allows a larger
pad area in contact with the disc, making
for multiple minor benefits that add up to
an unreal front stopper. You may need a
larger pair of goggles just to keep your eye-
balls from rubbing against the lenses.
CUTTING WEIGHT

All of the bikes have had internal engine
components trimmed down and redesign-
ed to save weight and improve throttle
response. The weight savings are very slight
overall. The 250 scored the best, with a
1.8-pound claimed reduction, and the 125
gained slightly more than a pound due to
the new forks. Of course, these are claim-
ed weights, and we won’t know the ab-
solute truth until the well-oiled DB scales
are put into action,

SUSPENDER SMOOTHING

The Pro-Link links have been changed
to provide a better rising-rate ratio, and
they look suspiciously like the Simons links
we used on last year’s 480. The shock ab-
sorbers all feature different damping rates
to complement the new ratios and feature
adjustable rebound and compression dam-
ping on the bigger bikes. Forks have all
benefitted by revised spring and damping
settings, and the 125 has been fitted with
a set of 43mm tubes, just like the 250 and
500.

All in all, it looks like a good year for
the Honda motocrossers. Sensible changes
throughout the line, not intended to take
the market by storm, but rather to keep
them in the top spot they so deservedly won
last year. Look for tests on all the new
Honda machines real soon. []

The CR250 ATAC system is molded right

The CR80 picks up a few of the big-bike
features this year, including the bolt-on
rear frame section and larger-diameter
forks (up to 33mm from 31mm). The en-
gine has been completely redesigned, in-
cluding the addition of a mini ATAC
system, and is said to have better power
delivery throughout the range. Suspen-
sion travel is up, with 9.4 inches in the
front and 10.0 in the rear.

A lighter engine is one of the main
features of the CR60. Part of this weight
loss can be attributed to a thinner
cylinder liner—designed to transfer heat
more efficiently than the old, thicker =
liner. The 30mm forks are new, with 8.0
inches of travel; the Pro-Link rear de-
livers 8.3 inches. The weight remains the
same as the '83 bike.

]

The new disc brake is small, light, and
powerful looking. We can’t wait to give it
a squeeze!

INITIAL
SECTION
OF

AUST
" PIPE

BUTTERFLY
VALVE

—— ATAC
CHAMBER

ACTUATION
MECHANISM

SPRING
(Holds
butterfly
in
open
position
CRANK at low rpm)

ATAC SYSTEM OVERVIEW

The CR125 uses the ATAC molded right
into a header pipe section. Linkage is in-
ternal, driven from crank.

New Pro-Link linkage should move the
system closer to perfection.

Left-side drive, right-side kickstarter.
Now you can kick the 250 and 500 with
your right foot whilst sitting. Some of us
liked it better the old way. .. .
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BAILEYAND O’'MARA REALLY
CHECKED YOURRIKE THIS YEAR.

Team Honda captures 125, 250, Supercross and
Wrangler Super Series Championships.

It’s no secret that David Bailey is a triple crown winner.
Or that Johnny O’Mara owns the 125 title.

What you may not realize is youre the one who really
came out on top. Look:

We take all the experience, all the long, grueling
hours, all the races Bailey and O’Mara have won. We
take all this knowledge and put it into our new CRs.

So you get a machine that’s been tested, developed
and refined. A motorcycle that gives new definition
to the words “handling] “performance” and
“reliability” That keeps on going no matter
how tough the going gets.

In short, because were champions
you end up with a winning machine.

Honda. Nobody puts your bike
through as many checks as we do.

o
iR

HONDA

FOLLOW THE LEADER

ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET AND EYE PROTECTION.
(©1983 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
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GARY BAILEY TEACHES TECHNIQUE

Breaking old habits

By the Dirt Bike Staff, after much needed help from the Professor himself
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When conducting a school, Bailey gets

right down and shows

then lifting off the back of the bike, you can start the jump anywhere you want.

[ hen you attend a Gary Bailey Moto-

‘ cross School, you’ll be lucky if
you ever get to take a lap around a track.
Actually, he should call his school the Gary

Bailey Riding ‘School, because what he

teaches is the technique necessary to con-
trol a motorcycle through any terrain, a
skill that is useful to all riders, not just
motocross racers.

We’ve sat in on a number of his schools,

and the dramatic improvement in our own
riding abilities is enough to convince us that
this is the real thing. This information has
to be passed on, and through the next few
issues we’re going to try to do just that.
ASSUME THE POSITION

The first thing Gary tells us is that to

control the bike you have to sit on it right,
and this is how it’s done: Plant your butt
at the front of the saddle with your knees
well in front of the footpegs. Your head
should be over the top of the handlebars,
and your elbows should be bent and point-
ed up. Your face will be not much more
than eight inches from the bars, and you’ll

probably have to crank the levers down real
low just to reach them. This is the “artack”’
position and the right way to ride a motor-
cycle. !

Look at the ‘“‘other”’ way to do it: butt
on the middle of the seat or back farther,
elbows at your sides and hands lying on the
grips. In this position, anytime the back
end hits something and bounces up, it’ll
smack your rear end and, if you’re not
lucky, pitch you over the bars. With your
arms low, every time you hit a bump or
land from a jump, all the force is trans-
ferred right to your spine, and this gets
painful after a while. With the elbows up,

. .the arms are free to work as shock absorb-

ers along with the forks, and, seated on the
center of the bike, you are practically im-
mune to any of the gyrations the bike is go-
ing through.

The proper body position is the first
thing you must learn in order to improve
your riding. You can’t assume this position
if your bars are too wide, so cut them down
to fit better. Just as a guideline, Gary tells

you where the best line is. This is a demonstration of pre-[urﬁplng,‘ "
and if you look close, you can see that the rear wheel of Kenji’s bike is just lifting off the ground. By sitting down up the slope and
i i

One of the best examples of good riding
style is Broc Glover. He is always forward
on the bike, always in the attack posi-
tion, and nearly always in the lead. When
he lands from this jump, you know he’s
going to hit like a feather and then
disappear.
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Johnny O’Mara demonstrates good form
off a stadium jump. The upper part of his
body is over the bars, his knees are bent
and slightly forward of the pegs, and his
butt is twisted slightly sideways to cor-
rect for a cross-up.

Drop-away jump, just lifting off the seat
as the ground drops away. Notice the

finger on the clutch, ready for a burst of
power as the rear wheel hits the ground.

us that nearly every one of the top Pro
riders runs bars that are /ess than 31%: in-
ches wide. Bob Hannah has been known
to run bars as narrow as 29 inches, and you
know how fast he can go, right?
SAILING WITHOUT BAILING

Everybody knows how to jump, right?
You just ride up to the mound of dirt, hit
it, and fly into the air. No problem. But,
if you’ve ever crashed off of a jump, you
may find it valuable to learn the most con-
trolled way to do it.

You now know how to sit on the bike
and how to keep your arms up. Now find
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Would you expect anything else from the
Professor’s son? David is showing
perfect form off this tabletop jump.
Notice how the knees are ahead of the
footpegs, the arms are up, and the head
is over the bars. And yes, he did go on
to win the race.

Larry Roeseler shows that it doesn’t real-
ly matter where your rear end winds up,
just as long as the arms are up and the
weight is forward. Notice the fingers on
the clutch and brake—an excellent habit
to get into.

a low jump and jump it in the normal way
—ijust ride up to it, and keep the throttle
on as you go over it or even goose the throt-
tle a bit. Classic jump position, right? Front
end high, good landing on flat ground.
Practice this in the new body position for
a while and then try the old way with the
weight way back and the arms stretched
straight. You will become a believer.
What if you’re faced with a tabletop
jump or a set of doubles where you have
to land on the down side of a mound? In
this case, experience will tell you that you
should land with the front end low for best

Mike Bell slips into a bad habit at the
Washington Supercross. His arms are
down, forcing him back on the seat. If
the jump landing were flat, he’'d get a
nasty shock to his spine.

L}

fasc)
[

Gary claims that everyone should learn
how to do slow vertical wheelies. Not
only are they fun, but they teach you
how to react when you stand it up too
far off of a jump.

control and to keep from slamming the
forks into the ground. Find a suitable prac-
tice jump, take it in the same position as
our front-end-high jump, but when you hit
the jump itself (make it a low, safe one at
first), roll off the throttle. When you back
off the throttle right before a jump, you’ll
come off front end low, the right attitude
for a tabletop jump. Get used to the feel-
ing of ‘‘voluntary endo,’”’ and then prac-
tice to get your distance down pat.
Another useful maneuver Gary teaches
is what we call the ‘‘bunnyhop,”’ also
known as pre-jumping in the more elite cir-

[ 9 = AL ‘w "
v, M e h

cles. You can do a bunnyhop over any kind
of bump with a little bit of practice. Here’s
how to start: When you ride over a bump,
you can feel the suspension react. When the
back end of the bike rolls over the bump,
it feels as if it wants to hop off the ground.
All a bunnyhop is is accentuating that feel-
ing by quickly rising out of the saddle—
like trying to rapidly lift the bike by the
footpegs with your feet. Try it over a few
bumps. Soon you’ll get to the point where
you can lift the back of the bike almost at
will.

To use the pre-jump on a jump, just hit
the uphill surface of the jump in a crouch
and then unweight the bike right before the
point you want to clear. For instance, if
there’s a nasty bump right at the lip, rise
up and pre-jump right over that spot. It
takes a whole lot of practice to master this

Webb unwiitingly shows the wrong way to attack a stee
His knees are way forward, which is good, but with his elbows
down like that, he’ll have to straighten out his arms when the
back end kicks forward. This increases his chances of having
the rear of the seat hit him in the butt and will leave him
without a good arm position when the forks compress.

L
p slope.

technique, but when you do it successful-
ly, it feels as if you’re flying. This is also
a good way to get more distance on a nor-
mal jump.

A drop-away jump is probably the easi-
est type of jump to conquer—just ride right
off of it. Most people, however, waste a
lot of energy by standing up before a drop-
off, which is entirely unnecessary. Practice
going off of dropoffs sitting down, and
yow’ll naturally stand up just before you

.'land to absorb the impact.

Keep in mind that your landing off of
any kind of jump will be smoother if you
land with the throttle on. Having power at
the back wheel when you hit will keep the
front end light and use much less suspen-
sion travel, lessening the overall shock. If
you must make a turn right after the jump,
you’ll have to practice just the right amount

Asano-san shows the right way to climb the same cliff. Sitting
in the middle of the seat, he’s in no danger of being pitched
forward, and the arms are set to absorb the front-end impact.

of throttle control to squirt you smoothly
into the berm without wheelying over it.
SEEING IS LEARNING

Most of this is probably new to the
average rider, and although you may go
fast now, by using the proper techniques
you will be able to go faster with much less
effort. All it takes is practice and concen-
tration on the right body position.

To illustrate the right way to do things,
we’ve dug out photos of the top Pros in ac-
tion, and also a few shots of us doing it
completely wrong. Study the photos so you
get an idea of what all of this is supposed
to look like and then go try it yourself.
Don’t just do a million laps the next time
you’re at the track—practice the right way
to ride for a change, and you’ll rediscover
how much fun it is to just fool around on
a bike for a day! [J
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SHOWCASE

One of the LARGEST INVENTORIES of MX goodies
in the United States. We have it alll JT, DG, Fox,
Esprit, Bell, Metzeler, Scott, Simpson, O’Neal and
more. Don’t be fooled by the fly-by-night mail order
rip-off shops operating out of their basements or tool
sheds. We will meet or beat any advertised price and
you will have the goodies in two days. P.S.—We don't
have a catalog, so use this magazine as your free
catalog. TORQUE CENTER U.S.A., Milwaukee, WI;
(414)786-4420.

KTM! KTM! KTM!I—MOTORCYCLES—PARTS—
SERVICE. Special prices on all mail-order items.
BRIGHTON KTM, 327 Walnut, Brighton, CO 80601;
(303)659-5419.

RACER SUPPORT '84—Krause Racing is expand-
ing its program of racer assistance for the 1984
season. Call or write for details: KRAUSE RACING,
305 E. North Ave., Northlake, IL 60164; (312)344-
2233.

PARTS AND BIKES—KTM, Penton, Maico, Husqvar-
na, Hercules, Sachs, DKW, Hodaka, Rokon, SWM,
Fantic, Montesa, ltaljet. Expert Shock Rebuilding.
LETKO COMPETITION CYCLES, 86th & Parallel Park-
way, Kansas City, KS 66112; (913)334-2410. UPS
DAILY. VISA and MasterCard.

SOUTHERN OHLINS SERVICE CENTER—Suspen-
sion specialist John Fero will service Ohlins and all
brands of rebuildable shocks. 1982 and '83 Husqvar-
nas and Maicos on sale. H&H MAICO-HUSQVARNA-
KTM SALES, 329 Bankhead Hwy., Mableton, GA
30059; (404)941-9184. UPS parts daily.
CAGIVA—MAICO—MONTESA—DEALER. Daily
UPS, motocross accessories, Ohlins, boring, crank
rebuilding. All makes. THE GREAT ESCARPE, 4454
Bull Valley, McHenry, IL 60050; (815)385-8110.
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! HRP Flak Jak, $62.95; JT
V2000, $79.95; AXO Malherbe boots, $139.95; Moto-
X Fox Quick-Draw boots, $118.95; Simpson MX hel-
met #52, $99.00; Smith SMX or Oakley 0/20 goggles,
$18.95; JT Half-Breed gloves, $23.95—and much
more! All items in stock. All orders are shipped UPS
second day air. We accept VISA and M/C. Send for
FREE catalog. CALL NOW! COMPETITION CYCLE
SPORTS, INC., 20 Route 10, East Hanover, NJ 07936;
(201)428-1735.

JAWA & CZ PARTS AND ACCESSORIES!—Ship-
ped UPS daily. JB CYCLERY, 17468 RD #25, Madera,
CA 93638; (209)674-4788.

TERM PAPER CATALOG—306 pages, 15,278 top-
ics. Rush $2.00. Custom writing also available.
RESEARCH, 11322 Idaho, No. 206 FE, Los Angeles,
CA 90025; (213)477-8226.

METZELER TIRE—Super discounts. All sizes and
models in stock. FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL
U.S. Same day service. New Metzeler Perfectcross
hard-track tires “‘PXH," now available in sizes 4.60 x
18, 120/90 x 18, 5.10 x 18, 140/80 x 18, and the new
Metzeler mini’s 4.10 x 14, 2.75 x 17. Orders only—
call collect: (415)838-0458. For free information and
prices write: TIRE FACTORY, 530 San Ramon Valley
Blvd., Dept. DB, Danville, CA 94526. Open Mon.
through Fri. 8-5 p.m. Canadian, Hawaiian, Alaskan,
Puerto Rican orders welcome.

MINI METZELERS—4.10 x 14 and 2.75 x 17; first
shipment in the USA. Order toll-free now while supply
lasts. The ultimate minicycle tires. (800)323-4442.
FREEDOM KAWASAKI HUSQVARNA KTM MAICO
—Large, complete selection of parts and accessories.
Guaranteed parts service! Call collect for detalls.
Dally UPS or overnight delivery. (816)747-9722 or
(816)761-6621.

CAN-AM PARTS—TOLL FREE # (800)821-7929.
Complete new and used parts inventory. UPS ship-
ments daily. McBRANN CYCLE SHED, 7206 N. Oak,
Kansas City, MO 64118.

FREE! FOX GP DIRT PAWS with purchase of MXM
Griffs Cools and MXM jersey, all for $89.00. For cata-
log and sticker send $1.00. MOTO-X MADNESS, 4511
S. 6th St., Milwaukee, WI 53221; (414)481-5163.
INVENTIONS—ideas, new products wanted for
presentation to industry and exhibition at national
technology exposition. Call (800)528-6050; Arizona,
(800)352-0458, X831.

o

TRIALS RIDERS—Metzeler competition trials tire
with reinforced nylon casing now available in sizes
2.75x 21, 4.00 x 18. ORDERS ONLY—CALL COL-
LECT: (415)838-0458. For free information and prices
write: TIRE FACTORY, 530 San Ramon Valley Bivd.,
Dept. DB, Danville, CA 94526. Open Mon. through
Fri. 8-5 p.m.

RENTALS, PARTS & REPAIRS—Honda ATC70,
110, 185, 200 (X) (E); Kawasaki KXT250; Yamaha 60,
200, 225 DX; Suzuki 4W, Odyssey, motorcycles and
Jet Ski. OFF-ROAD RENTALS—two locations; 3752
Cerritos Ave., Los Alamitos, CA; (213)594-8901, (7 14)
891-9388 and 4418 E. Chapman Ave., Orange, CA;
(714)771-7390.

PRO-CYCLE KTM—SoCal’s No. 1 dealer introduces
1984 KTMs at low prices! Largest KTM D.E.M.inven-
tory in SoCal. We ship anywhere in the U.S. Orders
shipped UPS daily. MasterCard and VISA accepted.
PRO-CYCLE KTM, 1265 Lincoln, Anaheim, CA 92805;
(714)772-8170.

ATTENTION,
ADVERTISERS!

ACT NOW AND REACH
THIS LUCRATIVE
MARKET FOR THESE LOW
PRICES:

Word ads: $1.50/word—$30 minimum
1-in. display—$125/insertion
2-in. display—$250/insertion
CALL 213-365-6831
TODAY!

In California, ask for Robert
Outside California, ask for Mark

STRIPPED THREADS?
REPAIR KITS SAE AND METRIC

% Inserts and Fasteners Corp.

2530 W. 237th St., TORRANCE, CA 90505
(213)539-1530

KEEP YOUR PANTS UP
WITH A MOTORCYCLE.

This hand cast and hand finished pewter buckle is
coated with a durable baked out lacquer finish, and
features an innovative ball tong fastener to keep the
belt secure, and anotched backpiece that will keep any
belt up te 1% inches wide

... centered. Sculpted with
realistic detail, the buckle is
approximately 3x3 inches.
To order, send check or

money order for $8 9
,. 935

+$1.50
shipping and
handling.
Utah resi-
dents add 5%
sales tax.
D. Jean Ent.
P.O.Box 246
Dept. D
Roy, Utah
84067-0246

207, OFF

regular customer prices
NDA-YAMAHA
SUZUKI

OEM PARTS & ACCESSORIES

800-321-0593

in Ohio(216)352-3729
PO.BOX 19234 Cleveland.OH 44119

"~ Sidelllinder

SPROCKETS

Patent Applied For

“The World's 1st Self-Cleaning Sprocket Design -
Standard Sprockets Are Now Obsolete”
(] STOP HORSEPOWER LOSSES
[Z] TRIPLE CHAIN/SPROCKET LIFE
[Z) ELIMINATE CHAIN TOSS/BREAKAGE
[) LIGHT, TOUGH ALLOY

KRAUSE RACING

305 E. North Ave. ® Northlake, IL 60164  (312) 344-2233

SUPER
PRO
BOOTS

Sidi MX or enduro boots.
Automatic lacing inner,
and Velcro outer closures.
Available in red, black or
blue.

ONLY $134.95

méébero TILL
S ST CHRISTMAS!

Croydon, PA 19020;
Il (215)639-0182

slillSi{, Mz)islerCard, SUPER

C.0.D. FAST DELIVERY!

SIRLLET
CRUISING
HILEL PULLING
TRAIL
COMPLITITION
ALL-OUT

P OWER

for 3
HONDA - YAMAHA —- KAWASAKI - SUZUKI §
FOUR STROKES 3

HIGH PERFORMANCE FOUR
STROKE SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1964
Send $3. including your 4
make, model. and
year, for our -
Performance Fact

Book Catalog. o)
P.O. BOX 1206 DH3
BEND, OR 97709
We encourage Canadian direct sales
@6! or write us for your needs

Train at Home in Spare Time 4
Motorcycles use far less gas than FOR o By
cars. And the more b n the road \““M}S’ 3
—both new and used — the greater the = v 1
need for maintenance. Grab your piece of ”\
the action! No need to quit school or job. Easy-
to-understand home-study course shows you
everything step by step . . . you learn by doing.
S cycle tools, test instruments, lessons,
s included. Rush Coupon for FREE FACTS!
— s

I—NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 1
| 4400 Campus Drive, Dept. EFOA3 Newport Beach, CA 92660 I
Rush free brochure on how | can train as a Motorcycle Mechanic at home in

I spare time. No obligation. No salesman will call. Check here for GI or

| NoesERe TR R R CR e T e Te) Age. I

' Address e e — I

Lciy By State Zipeo - |
——— —— — — ————— —— — — —

KANNON PIPES

“lloleshots Guaranteed!"

KRAUSE RACING
305 E. North Ave. » Northlake, IL 60164  (312) 344-2233

KEVIN’S CYCLE
RACING SUPPLIES

NAME-BRAND PARTS & ACCESSORIES

DID O-RINGCHAIN . ........ $49.95
BRAKE SHOES (EX. KTM). ...$15.95
SPROCKETS FROM.......... $15.95
JT VENTILATORS . ......... $39.95

UPS ANYWHERE ¢ FAST SERVICE

Send for free catalog
VISA e« MasterCard « C.O.D.

(617)285-4342
RT. 123, NORTON, MA 02766

ESPRIT 520 STOx 120 LINKS ... $15.99

CHAIN 520 HDX 120 LINKS ...... $19.99
520 0-RING x 120 LINKS ... $41.99

n | n 520 X 120 LINKS ......... $28.99
CHAIN 520 O-RING x 120 LINKS ... $53.99

5 HUGE STOCK OF PISTONS
FOR MOST BIKES!
CALL TOLL FREE 800-821-7929

B16/436 0045 =

Southern California’s top
trailer builder.

No matter what you haul, James
Luckey's trailers DO IT ALL!
Motorcycles * ATVs ¢ Dune Buggles
e Jet Skis ¢ Solid ¢ Light * Dependable

Call (213)365-6921

Write: James Luckey Enterprises
13905 La Rue Street
San Fernando, Callfornia 91340

e e e ]
CUSTOM PINS FOR
ALL CLUBS

Club, Tour, or Finisher Pins. Top quality de-
TADC tailed work to your design in

colors. NO DIE CHARGE!
Low factory prices. Min.
order only:150 pcs., 6-8
week Del. Write today

for free price list.
KB SPECIALTIES

16917 Clark Av., P.0.B. 1703, Dept. DB
Bellflower, CA 90706 (213) 866-3725

Available |
your Honda, Kawasaki,
Suzukior Yamaha dealer.

Save Time! Save Money!
Mill Supply Sells Over
1,000 Different Die-Formed

STEEL
REPLACEMENT
PANELS

To Repair Rust or Collision Damage
on Many American Cars, Pick-up
Trucks and Vans and Most Imports

Sheet Metal Info
on Pick-ups and Vans

Lists sheet metal parts and accessories available for Chevy, GMC,
Plymouth Dod?e vans and pick-ups, and Ford Econolines and

Club Wagons. ($2 Canada.)

36-page TABCO. = 4000
Import Car & Truck Catalog

Lists over 1,000 steel replacement panels, fenders, hoods, grills,
rockers, rear quarters, etc. ($3 Canada.)

Send check or money order; allow about 3 weeks for delivery
VISA and Mastercard accepted
ON PARTS ORDERS ONLY.
Send self-addressed stamped
long envelope for FREE infor-
mation onany ONE American
or import car or truck.

Dept. DB-311 Mill Supply
3241 Superior Avenue ¢ Cleveland, OH 44114
Phone (216) 241-5072

The Kenny Roberts Series #1

‘““Get a power edge with
PJ1
Goldfire Premix”’

“My two-stroke bikes
have lived on PJ1
Goldfire 2-stroke Pre-
mix for a power edge
that comes from a spe-
cial octane boosting
additive. PJ1 Goldfire
2-stroke Premix gives
a superior blend of
performance and pro-
tection. When you
tear down your engine
you will see how clean
it is with minimal

wear.”
Wﬂwee-hme world

champion Road Racel

WORLD CLASS OILS

Mail Order. PJ1 Goldfire Premix (16:02. can) $3.45
Send to: PJ1 Corp , 5955 De Soto Ave., Woodland Hills CA 91367

for Harley, Honda,
Yamaha, Kawasaki,
Suzuki, Triumph,
and most other

makes.

Prices startat $23.95.
Send $2 for 1983 catalog.

CIRCLE
INDUSTRIES

17901 Arenth Ave. ® Industry ®
California ® 91748 e (213)965-1622
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THE 1983
SUMMER SHOOTOUT
UPER SPECIAL

Twenty-four bikes go for the gold in the giant, once-
a-year issue. This is the absolute king of the shootout
specials. They're all here to face the rough, tough DIRT
BIKE testers.

Find out which bike is best in each class.

You already know that this is the most reliable test
information available on this planet, but did you know
that you can get your super édition before it hits the
newsstand? Not only that, but by ordering your copy
right now, you can be sure to get your copy of the 1983
DIRT BIKE SUMMER SHOOTOUT SUPER SPECIAL—
instead of arriving at the newsstand only to be disap-
pointed and brokenhearted, and Jeave empty-handed.

Just fill out the coupon, mail it to us with your check
or. money. order, and we'll see to it.that your. copy is
delivered by a duly authorized agent of the Federal
government.

r REL UEEH [

[) Please rush me _______ copies of the 1983
Dirt Bike S Shootout Super Special! | am
enclosing $2.50 plus 75 cents* postage and handling
for each copy I've ordered.

Name _ i HES

Address = o

City State/Zip

*Canada add $1.50; all other foreign add $2.50 postage and
handling for each copy ordered. All forelgn please use Inter-
national money order in U.S. funds only. Thank you!
_Please make your check or money order payable to:
DIRT BIKE SHOOTOUT SUPER SPECIAL
Post Office Box 9502
Mission Hills, California 91345-9502

DB11-3

365 DAYS OF
ROMPING, ROCSTING
MOTORCYCLE FUN

Don’t miss a single day of 1984 be-
cause you forgot to get your copy of
the “Crash & Burn’’-packed Dirt Bike
Calendar. Every month has a special
full-color photo (suitable for framing)
and is crammed full of facts and info
about dirt bike riding on the planet
Earth. As an added bonus, the 1984
Dirt Bike Calendar features a special
section of endoes, loop-outs, high-
sides and get-offs in the back. Hurry!

DIRTBIKE \984 #ogm™.
CALENDAR B

--------------------------1

| want to make the most of my next 1/100 of a cen- Name
tury: Please send copies of the 1984 DIRT
BIKE CALENDAR to me immediately!
Please enclose $2.50 plus 75 cents postage and City
handling for each copy ordered. Canada add $1.50 State/Zip
and all other foreign add $2.50 postage and han-

Please make check or money order payable to:

dling for each copy ordered. All items will be ship-
ped surface mail. Please use international money 1984 DIRT BIKE CALENDAR Post Office Box 9502
Mission Hills, California 91345-9502

Address

DB11-3

order in U.S. funds only. Thank you!

L--------------------------J
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BITS & PIECES
(continued from page 13)

It seems that Andy Poole, the U.S.
Metzeler rep, is at it once again. You
might recall that Poole raced the View-
finders GP a few years back and got
thoroughly run over. We ran a photo in
DB showing tire tracks @ll over his
back.

Keeping true to form, Poole went out
with the DB staffers to Sunrise Cycle
Park to race MX and got nailed again.
While bending down to pick up his
bike, Vet Expert Ronnie Gibson landed
on his back and used the unfortunate
Poole for traction.

Notable quotes—Gibson: ‘“He was
excellent traction, and I was able to get
very good drive to the next turn.”

Poole: ““I don’t mind getting run
over; it’s a way of life with me. But
Gibson had a Dunlop on the rear of his
Maico. Now that hurt!”’

! i i
MORE CARB FACTS AND FIGURES

Ever since we’ve been experimenting
with the new magnesium Bing carb,
more interesting figures have been
emerging. For example, when compar-
ing the new mag Bing with an old Type
54 Bing, we found out the following:
Cubic feet per minute of airflow, Type
55 carb: 177.1 cfm. Cubic feet per
minute of airflow, Type 54 carb: 166.5
cfm. Both carbs were 40mm units, by
the way.

When we ran a 40mm Mikuni against
the Bing Type 55, we found another
notable difference: 168 cfm for the
Mikuni versus 177.1 for the Bing. A
40mm Keihin carb was also checked. It
pulled 170.9 c¢fm, which was appreciab-
ly better than the Mikuni, but still not
as good as the Bing.

While we’re still testing the Type 55
on different bikes, we’re having a lot of

grief fitting one to the YZ250; clearance
is a real problem. It appears, though,
that the RM250 might comfortably ac-

cept the magic mag Bing.[]

SPRINGS
(continued from page 54)

springs and make the forks work better.
Hundreds were sold, most often to owners
of Yamaha enduro bikes.

Think about this for a moment. If you
had a set of 20-pound fork springs and then
added a 100-pound ‘‘booster’’ spring on
top of them, in effect you would be soften-
ing the actual spring rate. Preposterous,
you say? Impossible? Not really.

The formula for figuring out rates with
double springs is as follows: Take the in-
dividual rates multiplied and divide them
by the individual rates added. Therefore,
we have 100 x 20 = 120, or an actual
spring rate of 16.6 pounds. Obviously, the
initial feel of the forks would be stiffer, but
only because of greatly increased preload.
The mid-stroke rate would actually be less
than with the stock spring. There would be
a slight gain in resistance to bottoming out
with this setup, as the oil level would be
raised a bit.

HELPFUL HINTS AND
COMMON SENSE

You might run into kg readings instead
of pounds when you check your owner’s
manual. Do not be intimidated. Should you
want to change them into something real
’Mericans understand, merely take the
number and multiply it by 56 pounds. For
example, you have a 7.9 kg spring: 7.9 x
56 pounds = 442.4 pounds.

Ideally, your spring should be matched
to your damper. If you run a horribly
heavy spring that the shock is not capable
of controlling, then you’ll have a rear sus-
pension that’ll bounce around like a basket-
ball every time it recoils from a bump.

When you do increase your spring rate,
you should also (normally) increase your
rebound damping. Most modern shocks
have some sort of adjustment that will let
you change the rebound settings.

To increase the rebound on forks it may
be necessary to go to a heavier fork oil, as
very few forks have adjustable rebound,
even though many of the Showa and KYB
units do offer adjustable compression
damping.

Here’s a great formula to have handy if
you want to calculate the rate of a spring
you don’t know the rate of: RATE = 11.5
x Wire Diameter to the fourth power (D%)
+ by 8 x Number of Active Coils x Mean
Diameter cubed. You won’t be doing this
between rounds of the TV boxing match.
Better you should look it up in your
manual.

IF ALL THIS LOOKS LIKE
TOO MUCH WORK. ..

...do what we usually do. Send your
spring to Gil at Works Performance and
have him do it for you. For $19.95 plus
$5.00 for shipping and handling, WP can
modify your spring properly. Call first to
see if your spring will take the new rate
without going into coil bind.

Works Performance Products, 8730
Shirley Ave., Northridge, CA 91324; (213)

range pulling power and keeps right on

HONDA PERFORMANCE
SPECIALISTS

1983 XR500 BAJA KITS
'B3MODELS ONLY _

st

MUGEN’S HIGH TECHNOLOGY
| PARTS & MACHINING WORK
Light! cylinder head machining and
porting for increased

compression and flow .. ...... $99.00
] W) Valve springs and guide kit improves
i § high-rpm pulling power . . .. ... 130.00
i gw::'g':ﬂ Valve guide installation and
g valve seat grinding .......... $50.00
¢ Exhaust System Mugen special camshaft........ $85.00
1983 Mugen XR500 Accelerator pump kit and
InataliationiEi i iy $85.00
Baja-winning megaphone
exhaust system . ... .. il $65.00
Alloy swingarm 3 pounds
lighter than stock ... ........ $285.00
K&N high-volume air filter. . . . . . . $25.95
Baja headlight guard........... $69.00
100-watt Cibie Super Oscar . . . .. $69.25
& Information (specify bike) . ... .. .. $1.00

Mugen’s HIgh-Perfrmance Camshaft

TR

Available direct—call or write:
AMERICAN MUGEN, INC.
6944 Santa Fe Avenue East
Hesperia, CA 92345
(619)244-5425

Parts shipped FOB Hesperia—
California residents add 612% sales tax.

Mugen’s special one-piece billet cam
developed for the XR’s RFVC head in-
~ creases horsepower, and the special grind
of the cam gives a big punch to the mid-

pulling to redline. Can be used with stock
valve springs and guides.

A0 NEXT MONTH:

TESTING WHAT MIGHT BE THE HOTTEST 80cc & 250cc

MOTOCROSSERS OF 1984 ¢ TESTING AN ALL-NEW WATER-COOLED
250cc ENDURO BIKE ¢ THE INSIDE STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED IN

THIS YEAR’S NATIONAL MX SERIES ¢ SPECIAL FEATURE ON THE
AMERICANS WINNING THE MX & TROPHEE des NATIONS ¢ PLUS

701-1010. Ask for Gil. [J

X
CATALOG

The totally awesome ‘84 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG is available FREE of
charge. Send just $ 1 to cover postage & handling and you'll receive our 48 page
color-drenched catalog filled with the best values in motocross. You get more
for your money with Fox. Don’t get ripped off, get Foxed Outl

Enclosed please find $1.00 to cover. postage and handling, please rush my copy of the awesome
» 1984 MOTO-X FOX CATALOG. :

Name: | DB
Address:
City: fstate:_____ Zip:

Send to: MOTO-X FOX, 520 McGLINCY LANE, CAMPBELL, CA 95008 USA
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PRIVATE LIVES
(continued from page 51)

because he prefers rubber-mounted bars.
The UDX items are solidly fixed, metal- to-
metal mounted.

If you wonder just how strong our pet
RM was, consider this: Mickey pulled six
straight holeshots with it before he show-
ed up at the Superbowl.

In his heat Mickey was running strongly
in the top five when a lapped rider fell in
his path and created a multi-bike pileup.
This meant that he had to ride in the
Quarter-final to try to make the final Semi.
In the Quarter-final, Mickey simply ran
away with the overall win, leaving a large
number of factory riders and quick priva-
teers a quarter of a lap behind.

Fate twisted a cruel knife into Mickey’s
chances when he was dragged over to be
interviewed for his win by the TV folks.
The five or six minutes of talking to the
media was enough to keep him from get-
ting to the pits in time for emergency re-
pairs. When Tim Norton, Dymond’s me-
chanic, went over the bike, he found bent
and broken sprocket bolts, much to his
horror. Working frantically, Tim had to
drive the bent and twisted fasteners out of
the hub and replace them. They had no
spare rear wheel. Such is the life of a bud-
get privateer. i

Tim got the last nut tightened down just
as the Semi went off the line. Mickey join-
ed the fray over a full lap down and was
never able to catch up, even though he rode
like a demon. He was so far back when he
started that he never even made the top 16,
the cutoff point to qualify for the Consola-
tion race, his last chance to make the Main.
Norton scrambled around to find the AMA
referee to explain how the TV interview had
robbed Mickey of his chance and the offi-
cial agreed. He radioed the starter to hold
the Consolation event until Dymond could
report to the starting line. . and the gate fell
as he was frantically making his request.
Mickey never even got to try.

His five minutes of fame in front of the
cameras had cost him a shot at making the
Main and some serious bucks. Instead of
several thousand dollars in his pocket,
Mickey and Tim picked up their 200 bucks
for winning the Quarter-final, packed up
and went home.

WITH A LITTLE HELP
FROM SOME FRIENDS

Guys like Holley and Dymond scramble
to make it from race to race. They live on
a tight budget and often have to share rides
to get to the races.

Holley is helped by O’Neal, Metzeler,
Kal-Gard, Hi-Point, Scott, Arai helmets,
100%, PJ1, and his dad.

Mickey sports Answer Products riding
gear and is helped by Metzeler, Bel-Ray,
Scott, Ohlins, and Trick Racing gasoline.

Without the help of active and aggres-
sive companies like these, racing would
consist of little more than a parade of fac-
tory bikes. Our hats off to these fine com-
panies. []
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FROM THE SADDLE
(continued from page 9)

to be zeroed right down to the last micro-
second, without a chance of snaring un-
wary riders. Just to show a bit of class,
Howard rode into the check at exactly 30
seconds past the minute, even though it
wasn’t a tie-breaker check. Right on the
money! One of the checkers looked at him
sort of funny: ‘‘Look, Harry. It’s another
one of those bozos with a Walkman on his
helmet. Is this some kind of fad, or what?”’
Howard chuckled, stuffed his card back in
his jacket pocket and motored quickly out
of the check.

Everything worked to perfection as
Howard zeroed the next four checks and
hit two tie-breakers dead center. When
Wally told him that it was all clear to the
end of the first loop with no checks,
Howard nailed it and arrived at the pits in
time to share a sandwich with his riding
partner during the 40-minute lunch break.
Wally looked at his watch and took off
while Howard gassed up and checked his
bike over.

The next two checks on the second loop
were harder to zero, even though Howard
rode as hard as he could through the easy
sections. The enduro was definitely getting
tougher.

Howard listened intently as Wally
described the ever-worsening course in a
shaky voice: “Holy smoke! You won’t be-
lieve the size of this downhill! My speedo
reads 64.9 right at the top, and I think I
can see a check at the bottom, but I’m not
sure it’s a check and. . .aaaaaaaarrrghhhh!
Oh, no! Look out, you stupid. . .whoa. . .
whoops!”’ The radio went dead for a very
long time, then sputtered back to life.

Howard yelled, ¢“Wally, are you okay?
What happened?’’

‘‘Yeah, I’m okay now, but some jerk cut
me off halfway down the hill and I did the
endo of death. My bars are bent a little bit
and I lost my visor, but other than that,
I think I’m okay. The radio seems to still
be working. It took a pretty good hit,
though. I had to tape the front part back
on. Anyway, Roger, wilco, and ten-four.
No bears in sight.”’

Howard groaned.

k* ok 3k

In the remaining 35-plus miles, Howard
dropped 217 points. Later on, when they
figured up the results, many folks were
amazed at how sudden and sure was the
collapse of what looked like a high-point
ride.

* k%

Howard and Wally stopped off later that
night at Ramone’s Bar and Grill and Bar
and talked about what went wrong. They
attempted to drown their considerable sor-
rows with lots of beer, but not even the
coldest brew from the freezer could make
them feel better.

We don’t have access to the exact con-
versation that went on between the two, but

Felipe, the waiter, told us of the fragments
of conversation he heard between the two
men. . .

““...Well, how was I to know that the
fall would turn on the FM radio stations
and still transmit my conversation? .. .It
sure was the weirdest station I ever
heard. . . and that group? Gag Splenzo and
the Polka Wimps! And when I tried to ig-
nore the punk and new-wave music, what
did I get in my earphone but the stock
market report. ... Did you ever try to
figure out where the check was, when the
words you’re saying are mixed up with the
soybean reports? ...Don’t go blaming
me. .. Well, you’re the one who crashed
...how about you riding up front next
time. . .ah, go blow it out your...” and
so forth and so on.

Word somehow got back to the enduro
association and they took all the earned
points for the year away from Howard and
Wally.

But, according to Felipe, they didn’t give
up there. Right before Ramone threw How-
ard and Wally out at closing time, they
were talking about hiring an airplane to fly
over the two of them during the next en-
duro and radio signals to them. Ramone’s
brother-in-law, a gunrunner from Bolivia,
was available for that sqrt of work, and if
he could just scrape up enough money to
put some new silk on the wings of his crop-
duster, it looked like Howard and Wally
were still hunting for trophies. But that’s
another story entirely. [

CHECK HERE FOR YOUR BMX PLUS! SUBSCRIPTION!

(m] C?unll) me in for a one-year subscription: $14.98* (I'll save over $9 off the newsstand
price!

[J I'm going all the way with a two-year subscription: $25.98* (I'll save over $22 off the
regular newsstand price!)

[J 1 am a new subscriber. [ Please extend my current subscription.

(7] My check or money order is enclosed.

() Please charge to my [ VISA [ MasterCard

Card # Exp. Date

Signature

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE/ZIP

‘_Canadi_ap subscribers please add $4 for one-year subscription and $8 for two-year subscrip-
tion a_ddmonal postage and handling. *Foreign subscribers please add $5 for one-year sub-
scription and $10 for two-year subscription postage and d *All Foreign and

Can: please use i al money order in U.S. funds only. Thank you!
Mail to: BMX PLUS! Subscription Department i !

Post Office Box 9502, Mission Hills, CA 91345-9502
DB11-3




Crash& Burn

Super save at the Superbowl. One of the few mini racers to
attempt the double jumps saves it...sort of.

(Rick Sieman photos)
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_ TAKE AWAY

YOU'LL APPRECIATE OUR

0

Inside the Honda Such as the first full ~ bution and advanced loads three-wheeler technology; Afterall, it takes more
ATC"200X, theres more  suspension system ever — geometry that provides of forque . So with a head start . than muscle to be the
than horsepower. put on a four-stroke precise steering and over a wide like that, it sh()u]dnt leader. .

Theres brainpower. three-wheeler: handling. powerband. surprise you that the It takes some quick

Design advantages Hydraulic disc brakes A high-performance § Andweve : O ATC200X beateyery- - thinking as well.
that are the direct result  front and rear. engine designed speci- been th" leader in , \ thing on threg b o (S
of 14 years of building A frame designed for  fically for our three- | fourstroke technology (e wheels in the HONDAATE.
three-wheelers. optimum weight distri- ~ wheeler. Because itsa ~ §  €Ven longer than weve S \ 1985 Baja 500. PRUOVATHER e

four-stroke, it delivers { Dbeen the leader in a

e e

Honda's exclusive «
design, high-
Slotation full-
carcass tires.

Long-travel front suspension
with four-bolt, forged alwminum
treple clarmps.

Exclusive:
large-diameter,
NAYYow Cross
section front
twre for precise
steering.

oo 8 . ‘ . i , Lightweight
s;(llgzj(w Ston - ; R /4 W Ay - ki aluminum

Jeatures a gas-  § \ S AP ' ' § 1: ' atloy wheels
charged shock -
with remote i
reservory and_four-% 3¢
way adjustable
rebound damping. \

Rugged new box section,
SuIng arm.

1 engine with close-
W i W . L. ) ratio five-speed

e S8 ot ; transmission and
manual clutch.



