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SUZUKI LT230 QUADSPORT

here’s no doubt that the king of four-

wheelers right now is the Suzuki Quad-
racer. The Quadracer is a stone thrill to ride;
it’s like an RM250 with four wheels. The only
problem with it is maybe a bit too much seri-
ousness for the casual ATV rider, the rider
who doesn’t want to be wheelying frantically
or banging off berms all day long.

Well, for that casual type of rider, Suzuki
has built the Quadsport, a 230cc four-stroke
that is basically a cruiser’s delight. The most
interesting thing about the ’Sport is that Suz-
uki didn’t choose the low-budget route when
it came time to build it. It uses a full suspen-
sion and disc brakes all the way around, just
like its racer brother. Rather than go with an
automatic transmission, Suzuki gave the
’Sport a manual clutch and five speeds. In
essenceit is merely a toned-down four-stroke
version of what is working so well on the
Quadracer.

GOOD PARTS, BUT HOW’S IT GO?

Quite peppy, actually. The four-stroke en-
gine has a powerband as broad as the Missis-
sippi. The strength seems to build right from
idle and winds its way steadily up to a useful
limit short of screaming. The engine will
wind out to high revs, but it just doesn’t make
much power up there. This is no real prob-
lem, though, because high revs aren’t neces-
sary for the type of riding the Quadsport is
particularly suited to. You use the wide part

of the lower rpm, and you chug around and

through practically anything.

We mean it, too. If you’ve ridden three-
wheelers much, you know that they are lim-
ited by various types of terrain. Off-cambers
are frightening on a trike, and dense brush
has a way of pointing the single front wheelin
any direction other than the one intended.
None of this is a problem on a four-wheeler.
Off-cambers, ruts, dense brush—all you have
to do is point the Quad straight for it, and
you will bull through with a minimum of
drama.

PARTS IS PARTS

The suspension is decent—it does its job,
but we wouldn’t suggest slamming through
deep whoopdedos with it. The handling is
good, for an ATV. You point the two front
wheels, and off it goes without the usual
complex “weight this peg, weight that peg”
of a three-wheeler. The reverse gear is handy
when you nose your way into something ugly,
but the kickstarter is a little weird. Rather
than kicking forward or back, the lever is
kicked out from the engine. Odd, but not
unusable.

We like the Quadsport. We don’t like it as
much as we like the "Racer, but then, that’s
what kind of gnarly racing-type dudes we
are. If racing, jumping, berm bashing, or just
generally tearing up the countryside with
wild abandon is your thing, get the Quad-
racer. If you just want to plunk around with
all your unfortunate friends who still ride
three-wheelers, get the Quadsport. It’s fun. O
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THE 'RACER’S
LITTLE
BROTHER

A less serious approach to fourwheeled
sport riding

Instant roost is not as readily available on the Quadsport as it is on the ‘Racer, but you
can get the back end to come around. Kevin Sirois feeds it the fuel.



The Quadsport is at home on long trail-
rides, but just as much fun during an hour
of tearing up the sand.

Although the Quadsport gives away 20cc
to its two-stroke brother, the Quadracer,
the 230cc four-stroke mill still delivers
plenty of peppy power.
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Short travel, true, but better than nothing
at all. The hardest part of getting used to
the ‘Sport is adapting to the feel of two
front wheels. This type of front end does
everything better than the single wheel of
a three-wheeler.

SUZUKI QUADSPORT LT230

Engine type

Bore and stroke
Displacement . .
Carburetion 26mm Mikuni
Fueltankcapacity . . . .............. 95L (25 gals.)
Transmission 5-speed manual

Suspension type and travel:
Double A-frame, 175mm (6.3 in.)
Single shock, 240mm (7.9 in.)

Wheelbase

Ground clearance
Seat height
Claimed dry weight
Retail price

Distributor/Manufacturer:
U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.
3251 E. Imperial Hwy.
Brea, CA 92621

1130mm (445 in.)
115mm (4.5 in.)
800mm (315 in.)
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