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THE $20.000 DIRTBIKE

go very straight.

So how fast is it? Fast enough that
probably even Martens doesn’t ever open
the throttle all the way. If we forced our-
selves to open the throttle until the slide
tops out in the carb, any one of us would
probably crash horribly. The front end
comes up and the bike accelerates very,
very quickly. If you are on a motocross
course, the next turn is going to be in your
face immediately. If you are going up a
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The replica bike will have nothing less
than full-works Showa suspension. This is
the same level of equipment that Team
Honda is using for McGrath and company.

Our riding impression on the GP bike was
brief and terrifying. We wish we had more
time on it so we could be terrified longer. »-

-« So you think you couldn’t win anything
on a stock four-stroke? Neither could
Jacky Martens. His GP bike is completely
different from the stocker. The JM repli-
cas that Husky will produce will be expen-
sive and rare, but they will exist.

sand hill, or something like that, maybe
you would get a taste of how much power
the bike really has. Unfortunately, there
were no sand hills around when we rode
the bike, just a bunch of turns that we
were always on the verge of overshooting.

Of course, by the time you are in the
turn (going too fast), it’s a little too late to
realize that the bike, well, doesn’t turn. At
least it doesn’t turn easily. We mentioned
this to Jacky and he just shrugged his
shoulders and looked at us like we were
from the moon. The truth is that ke can
make it turn, so we know it’s possible, but
it requires a special riding style. We will
let you know when we figure it out.

This impression is easy to explain. The
bike is taller than stock, the front suspen-
sion is stiffer than stock and the engine
has a lot of engine braking. When you
combine all those factors, you have some-
thing . . . different.

Actually, when we say that the suspen-
sion is stiff, we mean the fork is stiff. The
rear shock is surprisingly soft. It’s stiffer

than a stock Husky 610, of course, but no
stiffer than a Honda CR500R. Like we
said, the bike is different.

We wish we could have spent more
time on the bike, but we only had a few
short laps on a strange Italian track. We
wish we could have spent, say, another
year on it. Of course we could have, but
we would have to come up with about 20
grand to do it.

Where do you go if you have too much
money and not enough world champi-
onship four-strokes? Frankly, we would
be amazed if anyone in the U.S. were able
to score one of the 20 units. If you feel
lucky, though, don’t even bother with the

* American importer; they won’t even

know what you are talking about. Try
contacting Cagiva in Italy. The address is
21100 Varesa, Italy, Via Macchi 144
(Schirana); telephone (0332) 311240.
Brush up on your Italian first. 3



