YAMAHA YZ60K Lo |

Anew type of fever is out of control
—full-blown entry-level 60cc racers.
We’re not talking foo-foo beginner bikes;

more like hot, well-suspended pint-sized go-

fasters. In the 60 class, Yamaha has been

' dominant for the past few years. For 1983,

they elected to pull back rather than push

z o NE on, and their YZ60K hasn’t been wildly

changed or updated. This isn’t to say that
All-star or aging vet?

it’s bad; it’s just that the fever is highly con-
By the Staff of Dirt Bike

tagious and the Kawasaki doctors worked
overtime finding a cure for the KX. The
KX60 is an advanced machine; just how
does the YZ stack up?
BATTER UP
Visually, there’s little that is different
from the ’82 to the ’83 bike. A nicely
shaped safety saddle, works-type gas tank
e and plastic that looks like shrunk-down YZ ;
material make it appear sharp. The future
stars fit perfectly on the bike. All controls,

3 : .

Keith O’Neal flicks the YZ for the
cameras. Suspension is a little soft for
bigger riders.

YAMAHA YZ60K

Enginetype ......... 2-stroke, air-cooled, reed valve
Boreandstroke .................. 42mm x 42mm
Diaplacemient ... ... . o SRlE SRR e 58cc
Carburetion - in . vl Doy B e Mikuni VM25SS
Gaw/olliratio:.... .o .ol i Yamalube R at 20:1 Ea
Fuel tank capacity . .. .............. 3.3L(9gals)

Transmission . ... ...
Gearing front/rear . . . i
Ignlton:. ke il ok Bt h

Suspension:

Front .. .. .. Kayaba, 165mm (6.5 in.)

Rear. .... Monocross 178mm (7.0 in.)
Wheelbase . . . .. .. 1065mm (41.9in.)
Ground clearance .. 215mm (8.5 in.)
Seat height . . . .670mm (26.4 in.)
Weight, no gas ....116 Ibs.
L L L R e e Mo 0 10 AR $769
Countryoforigin......................... Japan
Distributor:

Yamaha Motor Corp.
6555 Katella Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630
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Overall, the YZ60 is light, making it good
for berm railers on the inside or outside
line.

~ pegs and rider positions are well thought
out.

Enginewise, a little more snap has been
added with minor porting changes and a
pipe that makes more juice. Nothing star-
tling, just more. The six-speed gearbox
mates nicely to the power characteristics,
giving the rider no huge gaps to contend
with. It still has a boost bottle, which
attempts to keep the low-end response
around and not make it a crazed, unridable
revver. It works.

Up front, the forks are leading axle
KYBs that give 6.5 inches of travel. Rear-
ward, the Monocross unit has seven inches
of movement with adjustability limited to
preload only. The swingarm is aluminum
painted but made of steel. Rims are steel
and the tires are IRC.

BASE HIT OR THROWN OUT?
Because the engine has been punched on,
the power aspect of the YZ is its main
strength. It pulls harder and stronger than
the ’82, mainly right off the bottom and
into the fat part of the powerband. Riders
can actually short-shift the bike and make
faster lap times than by overrevving the
paint off the fins. Heading into the upper
revs and shifting right before sign-off time
lets the YZ smoke from corner to corner
without any animal abuse on the clutch.
Our biggest complaint against the YZ is
the suspension, basically its lack of sophis-
_ tication. The Kawasaki forks extend a full
7.9 inches, and the CR, 7.1. With only 6%
inches of travel, the YZ rider has to work
harder in the rough terrain to maintain con-
trol at higher speeds. The Monocross rear
is decent, but when put up against the long
- KX and CR, the YZ feels only ‘‘good.”’
- Next year Yamaha will have to go to a ris-

ing-rate setup (like the CR and KX) or plan

on losing all the YZ-mounted Expert talent.

Still, tight tracks and smoother condi-
tions will make for some interesting racing.
With a snappy motor and quick manners,
the YZ can be maneuvered quickly and ag-
gressively around the course. With some
money forked out for suspension work, the
YZ is still in the ballpark. Experts will de-
mand the travel; Juniors can.get away with-
out it...but for how long? [J

When you’re talking Mean. ..You're
talking Hannah!

and resistance, yet I still get all the
support I ever did. The new latches on
the Hi-Points are another feature that
means a lot to me. I’'m able to snug the
boot to my leg, enough pressure to do
the job, yet remain comfortable.

Boots mean a lot to every rider on the
track, regardless of riding style. But, if
you ride like me, mean in the corners,
then your choice of boots is even more
critical.

Available in Red,
Blue or Black at
your Hi-Point
Racing Products

BOB HANNAH

I don’t know if my cornering technique
is different than other riders ornot, I've
never really paid attention to what
other riders do when they’rein a corner.

: e dealer
To tell the truth, I'm either inside em, E“s
movin 'em out, or outside ’em trying to oW
pressure a mistake. I do know that I ap oSt

rely a lot on sliding my foot through T ;
corners and for sliding, there’s only one

way to go ... That’s Hi-Point. 'S'f%(\{;‘(’:m
The new Pro sole has a slight lift in the ‘30_5\63' 3
toe area and another in the heel. The E;Xeo@

main sole is slightly rounded. What
that means is, regardless of how I put
my foot down, there’s minimal friction

When you’re talking
boots. . .You’re talking

CHECK OUT THESE HOT WEATHER ITEMS FROM HI-POINT

When the heats up, you'll find Hi-Points 50/50 vented
jerseys a welcome relief. Made of 50/50 blend jersey
material, you’ll find the jersey comfortable without
scratching or itching. You'll also like all the great team
graphics Hi-Point jerseys are jerseys are also available
in50/50 solid for cooler days.

Pripps can give you a significant advantage. The ability
toreach back in the closing minutes. The White flag lap!
You wouldn’t expect a drink this potent could taste good,
too. Butracers prefer the pleasantlemon taste of Pripps
over water. Pick up a pack at your Hi-Point dealer and
see for yourself.
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