he first KTM 495 we ever tested set a

dirt bike speed record of 123.75 miles

per hour on El Mirage Dry Lake. Other big

bikes have tried to beat that record. To date,

S all have failed. The bike was a brute, pure
® " and simple.
It still is.

KTM 495MXC

However, it’s a friendlier brute. Rather
than opt for the four-speed MX version, we
chose to test the 495MXC, which is billed
as a cross-country bike. We know from per-
sonal experience that motocrossing a 495
can turn a strong, healthy man into a
whimpering puppy. It makes more sense to

George Lazenby launches the big
495 over a fifth-gear jump.

‘BARBARIAN
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use the KTM boomer where you have room
to let the animal stretch out and lope along
at eye-watering speeds.

FOUR-SPEED VERSUS FIVE-SPEED

An MXC is an MX with subtle but im-
portant differences. They share the same
frame, suspension and engine.The MX bike
is a four-speeder, and the MXC has a five-
speed, wide-ratio box. The gas tank is also
larger on the MXC for the longer distances
encountered in off-road/cross-country rac-
ing. Lighting capabilities make up the last
detail difference between the two bikes.

MORE MELLOW

Compression has been reduced in the
huge engine to make it easier to live with.
One side benefit is much easier starting. We
could even bang the thing over in our ten-
nies. Power still borders on the insane, but
in the 1984 bike there’s more mid-range and
low end, with less top-end power than be-
fore. This means the bike can be short-shift-
ed comfortably and will chug up the nastiest
sand hills with utter contempt. One has the
feeling that the engine flattens out too ear-
ly, but when you learn to ride the bike cor-
rectly, you’ll see that it’s to the rider’s ad-
vantage to make the engine work at the low-
€r rev ranges.

As the engine is made to rev in the lower
gears, there’s a whole bunch of vibration
that tires the rider. In the upper gears it’s
not as noticeable. By the way, revving out
the bike in the upper gears takes you to
never-never land speeds.

THROUGH THE GEARS

First, with stock gearing it is almost unus-
able for anything. Second gear is almost too
low for anything but creepy-crawly speeds.
Third will pull you out of a hairpin turn on
a MX track with the merest tickle of the
clutch. Fourth will make the landscape start
to quiver as you rush by. Fifth will suck the
air out of your lungs and force you back
on the typically rock-hard KTM saddle un-
til your arms are straight.

We ran two more teeth (from 14 to 16)
on the countershaft and dropped four on
the rear for the famed Viewfinders Grand
Prix. The beast accelerated just about as
hard as with stock gearing, and low gear was
still too low for anything. Truly awesome.
Bill Saltzman, a local Husky/KTM dealer,
says he runs a 44-tooth rear sprocket on his
495, with a 16 up front. Bill also says the
bike would comfortably pull more gearing,
if it were available.

HAPPY NEW YEAR:
MORE TORQUE, LESS PORK

With no gas in the tank and the kickstand
removed, the 495 Katoom tweaks the DB
scales at 239 pounds, with no tail wind and
the barometer holding steady. This repre-
sents a very solid weight reduction over pre-
vious 495s that tipped the scales over the
250-pound mark. With the Honda CR500
weighing in at over 230, this puts the KTM
slightly heavier than it should be, but not
alarmingly so.

Much of the weight loss is in important

Unique White Power/KTM forks took the
medium and big bumps well, but were
not sensitive enough over the small stuff.

areas that make the bike feel lighter. Those
nifty White Power upside-down forks hit the
scales at exactly the same weight as a pair
of 38mm Suzuki RM250 forks that we hap-
pened to have handy.

And the KTM new-generation wheels
have found their way to the biggest Katoom.
A slimmer and stronger swingarm finalizes
the weight loss. Everything else is the usual
hefty and ultra-strong KTM hardware: a

nearly unbreakable frame, beefy engine,
good wheels and slightly overbuilt detailing.
HANDLING/SUSPENSION/TURNING

No doubt about it, the KTM is a big bike.
You’re not going to flick it around any track
like a 125. Still, there’s no washing or push-
out at the front end, and the thing tracks
dead-on straight through the whoops at
higher speeds.

It’s just that the bike is slightly ponder-
ous, and it is big and tall. You know you’re
on a big bike. Get the 495 on a tight, twisty
track and you’ll hate it. Get it in its element
and it’s happy.

Those upside-down forks handled the big
and medium bumps better than any other
stock fork we’ve ridden with to date but
were slightly insensitive on the small, chat-
tery bumps. There are optional springs
available, and sadly, we did not have the
time to play with the forks more. They are
rigid, confidence-inspiring units overall.

At the rear, the White Power shock is
confused, as delivered. This is a shame, as
WP makes one of the highest-quality shocks
available. Stock, it’s too soft on the spring
and requires too much preload to make the

(continued on page 70)
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275-17 K490.
510-17 K490 .......

140/80-18 K490$35.99 (13){
500-17 K88....... $43.99 (13)
400-18 K690..... $37.99 (13)
410-18 K138..... $47.99 (13)
450-18 K138.....$51.99 (16)
510-18 K138..... $55.99 (17)

METZELER

300-16..
300-21.
325-21.

... $38.99 (8
... $43.99 (9)
7.99 (11)

500-17 . .$73.99 (16)
100/90-18 ........ $54.99 (12)
110/90-18 ....... $64.99 (13)
400-18 ..... .$54.99 (12)

. $54.99 (14)
150/80-18 ........ $70.99 (18)

PERFECT CROSS

300-21 Front....... $45.99 (9)
- $66.99 (12)

$61.99 (12)

cuaDDevastator

$17.99 (10)
.$9.99 (9)
18.99 (11)

385-14.
250-15.
360-18.

410-18. .$21.99 (12)
460-18 . ... $27.99 (17)
300-23.......c000000 $22.99 (1)
€703 Devastator
500-17 $30.99 (15)
$28.99 (17)

. $34.99 (20)

TERA FLEX

$59.99 (16)
.$69.99 (19)
.$74.99 (20)
.$59.99 (16)
.$69.99 (18)
.$74.99 (19)

BRIDGE STONE

410-14 M22...... $22.99 (8)

275-17 M23........ $21.99 (6)

400-18 M22...... $45.99 (14)
410-18 M22...... $42.99 (14)
510-18 M22...... $50.99 (15)
130/80-18 M32 $48.99 (12)
140/80-18 M32 $50.99 (14)
150/80-18 M32 $53.99 (14)
90/80-21 M33..$35.99 (9)

300-21 M23...... $35.99 (10)
100/80-21 M33 $37.99 (10

OPEN TO THE

1ML HOUND.

BEMIND 1M PRICE
15 THE SHIPPING,
1

120/80-18

S st $32.99 (11)
130/80-18 |
K490 ..icicicieoiii $33.99 (12)

MOTOCROSS #

Chaparral Warehous

889 W. MILL ST., SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92410

C.OD. M-F8to7SAT.9t0 5°SUN. 10t0 4
Sale Ends With Publication of Next lssuT
All Prices Plus Shipping & C.O.D. Fee

LARGEST
INVENTORY
OF ATC
TIRES, WHEELS
AXLES, FENDERS
& TANKS

Trailstar... 579 99 (7)

Simpson 52......... $99.99 (8)

Simpson Carbon

Fiber 52......... $155.99 (8)

(Some Helmets Require
Custom Fitting)

GOGGI.ES
Oakley 0/20.........
Smith $l

$67.99 (17) BOOTS
140/80-18. $69.99 (17) | yendramini Childs
(Specify Soft or Hard Terrain) |Leather $59.99 (8)
1 Hi Point Pro Kids.$79.99 (8
Vendramini Adult $89.99 (8)
) | M Robert Roboots$89.99 (8),
Alpine Stars
Leather $99.99 (8)
M.Robert ''84"’
Leather............... $109.99 (8
CHENG SHIN |&7 i B
i Point ‘84 ‘ Pro &
METZELER COPY
Models 755/760 GAS TANKS
51705?4 s CR250 ‘83 3% gall.

o 1 SENe i CR250 ‘84 3.7 gal. 9
30016 .$14.99 (7)|Cra80 ‘83 4 gal. 579(.
§§g~:; g:z “8 Y2250 ‘83 3% gal.

410-18 orpedib (Al G LR L

460-18 .$26.99 (14) | Enduro Jugs ........ $14.99 (1)
530-18...... .$29.99 (17)| Tank Covers........ $18.99 (1)
N $17.99 (8)|Seat Covers......... $16.99 (1),
760 Safety Seat.......... $26.99 (3)
325/250-21....... $19.99 (10) | Radiator Scoops... $16.99 (1)
gzgg; ----- :g;z “2; Side Covers ....$27.98 pr. (4)

560-18. ... $36.99 (17) JERSEYS
Ceet Cotton.......... $14.99 (2)

Ceet Vented........ $17.99 (2
Hi-Point Vented
Chillds .5 s iaaiding $16.99 (2),
Hi-Point Vented
] AT $17.99 (2)

PANTS
Cy-Am Nylon -Leather
$69.99(3)
Ceet Nylon-Leather
$79.99(3)
Hi-Point “'84"" Childs
$69.99(3)
Hi-Point “'84"* Nylon
$89.99(3)

CHAIN
| TsuBAKI o'ING |

22.30(5) $40.55(5
gﬁ 25(5) g'ﬂ'!{‘)'
520-120 $24.99 (5) $47.4
FOR FREE CATAI.OG
~-WRITE-
thaparral Dept. DB=-6
Box 531 Colton, CA 82324
“‘Dealer Inquiries
Invited - Write for
Dealer Application’

PUBLIC 7 DAYS!
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ATLANTA SUPERCROSS
(continued from page 43)
Ricky Johnson’s front tire.

Coming up on the last lap, O’Mara was
comfortably out front. Ward, Barnett,
Johnson and Bailey looked as though they
were safety-wired together. Two turns from
the checkered flag Barnett snuck under
Ward. Flying over the finish jump, Mark
was jubilant. Ward was heard screaming un-
printables as he got the flag. Johnson bare-
ly edged a wild David Bailey.

Johnny O wore a smile that nearly crack-
ed his head open. His new-found Supercross
prowess has turned the O’Show from un-
wanted to the hottest rider of the season.
Yes, he’s marketable, and Honda got him
cheap. [J

KTM 495MXC
(continued from page 47)
bike sit properly, creating a harshness at
mid-stroke that isn’t much fun. We had
Rocky (RG Cycles West) dial the shock in
($35) and were much happier. It’s sad that
White Power cannot get its act together on
shocks delivered on production bikes. But,
when dialed in, they are superb. Just an-
other pain in the butt for the customer.
BITS AND PIECES

Good airbox. Smooth, easy clutch with
the cable in the top hole of the actuating
arm. Occasional missed shifts unless the
prod is deliberate. Good brakes. Excellent
layout and feel. Brick-hard saddle that you
somehow grow used to. Lots of vibration.

Type 55 magnesium Bing carb is stock.
Jetting is okay as delivered. New, softer
Magura grips are not too bad. Owner’s
manual is horribly out of date, but function-
al to a point. The fork protectors are brit-
tle and intensely ugly. The stock Regina
chain is superb.

EXPECTED SUMMATION

This is not a toy and not intended for the
faint of heart, but is a strong-running, good-
handling monster bike that most any 125
rider could start. The suspension will need
tuning to make you happy, and the 495
works best when you’re working it at a full
head of steam.

But, if you’ve always wanted a bike that
has the top end of a 500 Husky and the ac-
celeration of a 500 Honda, then this is the
brute for you. [

M-STAR 250
(continued from page 49)

our bike is the first one in the States and
that production-line changes will knock off
a few pounds. The first container of 250s
will arrive just about the time you read this.

We had no problem with spokes, as they
are a new tapered shoulder design. Brakes
are the same stuff you’ve been seeing on
Maicos for years. They work okay, but
that’s all.

DIALING IT IN

We spent considerable time trying to im-
prove the power with Rocky of R.G. Cycles
in Van Nuys. By installing a 2303 slide in
place of the stock slide, he brought the low
end in better, but sacrificed some top end.
We simply ran out of time to work further
with the bike.

The clutch is the same abysmal aluminum
unit of last year. It will not live under any
abuse. Rocky noted that a Husky 250 clutch
will slip right in and is a permanent cure for
any 1983 Maico or 1984 M-Star.

THE BOTTOM LINE

While fast, the power is flawed. All the
right things are there to work with. . .the
bike just needs more time in sorting out the
details. Hercules Distributing has Jim Wein-
ert and Bob Ballentine doing development
work on the M-Stars. If they can improve
the throttle response and get the factory to
carve off ten pounds, they’ll have a thor-
oughly competitive bike. Right now it’s
painfully average. []

HONDA ATC250R
(continued from page 52)

An amazing 8.1 inches of rear wheel trav-
el sponges up bleak terrain in an unheard
of fashion. You can attack sections that used
to mean a trip to the hospital. Some of the
credit goes to the 8.7-inch-travel forks.
Wimpy 35mm tubes are barely enough to
keep the 300-pound beast stable.

Getting through the corners is best done
with the throttle and by power-sliding the
rear end around. Jumping is semi-bikelike,
with all that travel soaking up the landings.
In the air the bike is controllable and pro-
duces a flight that’s not too scary for a
three-wheeler.

FULL STEAM AHEAD

Once you’ve ridden the 250R, you can re-
late to the effort Honda has put into the ma-
chine. Details like perfectly mated suspen-
sion, engine location, footpeg placement
and the seating position go hand in hand
with the performance.

Little things like the progressive dual
discs, an ocean-designed airbox and alumi-
num wheels with the latest all-terrain tires
simply pin stripe the package.

Now that Honda has some competition
gunning for them, it will be interesting to
see what develops. We’re willing to bet that
the fight for king of the ATVs will get in-
tense. Honda will exercise a heavy hand to
stomp the militant uprising and remain the
supreme ruler. We’ll see.... [




