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UESTION OF SURVIVA

An insider’s look at the toughest Six-Days in years

obody knows the ISDE like Jeff Fre-
dette. He’s won nine gold medals and
two silver in a career that just won’t stop
getting better. In that time he’s never DNF’d
and he’s never let the U.S. team down.
This year, however, a last-minute thumb
injury forced Jeff to remove himself from
the American Trophy Team, to be replaced
by young Colorado sensation Kelby Pepper.
For Jeff it was a heartbreak. It turned out
to be his kind of ISDE—one that started off
tough and got tougher. Of the 37 Americans
who went to Sweden, only 22 finished. Our
Trophy Team had its worst finish in years,
mostly due to bum luck, while our Junior
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World team turned in a creditable fourth.
Jeff worked throughout the event to keep
the Americans going, but he still had time
to make some observations about the event,
and the American effort. After all, he had
never been to a Six-Days that he could watch
before. Here’s what he told DIRT BIKE
when it was all over.

It was tough going there and not riding.
The riders would come back and tell me they
heard the woods calling my name—but it
ended up being fun. I busted my tail, did
everything I could do short of riding. I know
now that I did the right thing by removing
myself from the team. You had to be 110 per-

cent to ride this year. The entire course was
covered with rocks the size of houses, with
twisted roots holding them together. It
rained most of the time and the schedule was
tight. I wanted to ride so bad.

This was the event that we thought we
were waiting for—really hard, really tech-
nical, but I don’t think anyone really had
a shot at winning besides the Swedes. Every-
thing was fair, but they were just too good.
Even if we held the event in the U.S., they
would have won. At easier events we don’t
win because the French and the Italians are
so fast in the motocross sections. Those
teams lost their advantage this year because




It was just what the American team
wanted—the hardest ISDE in years.
Maybe it was TOO hard.

s g e e s
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He might be the toughest rider America Not all the news from Sweden was bad.
has to offer, but in Sweden Dave Bertram The good news is that Kevin Hines was top  Young Steve Hatch was riding his first ISDE
struggled with pain and injury and could American. The bad news is that he didn’t and amazed everyone. The future looks
only manage a silver medal. even get into the top ten in his class. better. Photos by Ken Harvey
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the trail was so hard, but it seems like there
are always other countries to take over the
top positions.

We still had a shot at a top finish, though,
but Randy Hawkins dropped out on day two
and that pretty much ruined our chances.
Both Hawkins’ and Charlie Halcomb’s
DR350s had problems. I knew they would;
they were just too built-up. Before the start
of the event I picked them both to DNF. I
was half right. They both ran out of luck
at the same time. Randy’s bike was hope-
less, a valve guide broke, and Charles was
having problems with his oil system. On the
trail they took parts from both bikes to make
one that would run, so Charles finished that
day, but was way behind.

We do this to ourselves every year. In Ger-
many it was Todd Harris’ XR250 that caused
so many problems. It was so tricked-out it
was bound to blow up. Other years we put
riders on unfamiliar bikes, trying to take ad-
vantage of weak classes, like in France when
we put Drew Smith on a big KTM four-
stroke. He didn’t know the bike and he did
not do well. We outsmart ourselves all the
time.

This year, if we had kept Kelby and Jim-
my Lewis on the Junior World Team [the
ISDE class for riders who are 23 years old
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RESULTS:

1990 ISDE

TROPHY TEAM
1. Sweden

JUNIOR WORLD
1. Sweden
2. West Germany
3. France
4. USA

2. Finland
3. France
12. USA

TOP INDIVIDUAL
Dick Wicksell (Sweden)

AMERICAN GOLD MEDALS

Kevin Hines, 17th, 250 class (top
American)

Kelby Pepper, 10th, 125 class

Jimmy Lewis, 13th, 125 class

or younger], we would have had a great shot
at that class. The Swedes were awesome
there, too, but we could have wrapped up
second. As it was, we were in third until the
final moto, when David Rhodes’ chain came
off.

We had some riders do great, though.
Both Kelby and Jimmy are in a great posi-
tion. The door’s wide open for them for the
future. The only thing that can hold them
back is if they lose interest. I see a lot of that
—Kurt Hough, for example. Kurt made a
big splash, but now he’s discovering all the
things he can do if he doesn’t ride motorcy-
cles. He didn’t go to the Six-Days and now
it doesn’t look like he’ll go to the last few
national enduros because he doesn’t have
a shot at winning the title. Kelby, Jimmy and

Less than a third of the riders who started
this year’s Six-Days made it to the finish.
The rest are still out there.

< Dick Wicksell was the fastest man in the
ISDE. His country? Sweden, of course.

Steve Hatch all have the speed to become
great riders as long as they stay interested.
It’s actually easier for Jimmy Lewis because
he’s from the West Coast, right in the center
of the industry. Kelby and Steve will have
a harder time, but they can do it if they really
want to.

David Bertram rode real well, too. I see
him kind of like I see myself. We’re both get-
ting old, but we both hang in there. Other
riders who are faster come and go, but we’ll
both finish every chance we get. This year
David didn’t lose any points on the trail, but
just couldn’t go fast enough in the special
tests to get a gold.

We have the riders, though. We just have
to make our races more like the Six-Days.
This race had really hard trail, but the mo-
tocross tests were all on ribboned-off tracks.
None of our races at home are like that. If
we set up our race exactly like the ISDE, of
course we’ll do better. By the same token,
if they came over here and rode in one of
our time-keeping events, we would kick their
butts. Support is always a problem, too. It
was minimal in Sweden. After the first day,
the team managers already were begging for
more support people to help at the checks.
More than one person said they really missed
all the stuff Kawasaki did last year. This year




Get a Hole-Shot on a Careen
as a Mnmrcvcle ) _chamc

CHOOSE FROM 2 CAMPUSES
Phoenix, AZ - Orlando, FL
Basic and Advanced Professional Training

W Yamaha Endorsed Certification Program .
M American Honda Endorsed Program

M Harley-Davidson Endorsed PHD
Certification Program

W 2-Stroke Performance Including:
Flowbench Testing Dynamometer Testing
Expansion Chamber Design  Porting
Blueprinting and Balancing  Carburator Jetting

M 4-Stroke Performance Including:
Flowbench Testing Dynamometer Testing
Camshaft Profiling Blueprinting and Balancing

M Placement Assistance
B Financial Aid

CALL TODAY TOLL-FREE

1-800-528-7995

Name [] Financial Aid Info
Address [JVAInfo
City State Zip

Phone ( ) Age []Arizona [_] Florida
DB 2844 W. Deer Valley Rd. « Phoenix, Arizona 85027 « (602) 869-9644 DB12-8

Motoreyele Mechanics Institute

r---

,.ﬂ"un,,,

it was kind of bare. Suzuki had some sup-
port, but it didn’t do you a whole lot of good
if you weren’t riding a Suzuki.

I’m not sure if this was the toughest ISDE
in years or not. Back in ’83 it was in Wales,
and that one was really hard. No Americans
got gold medals. The trail speed was so fast
you had to ride like a madman to stay on
time. Nobody could go fast enough. Czech-
oslovakia was tough in ’82, but I didn’t ride
that one because of an injury. That’s where
it’s going next year, and I’m sure I’ll be rid-
ing. I can see myself settling down after that,
though. You can only keep this up for so
long.—Jeff Fredette.

OTHER COMMENTS

e Kevin Hines, top American: ‘I almost
didn’t make it. Everyone was congratulat-
ing me before the start of the final moto,
and I was saying, ‘Not yet. It’s not over.
Sure enough, I had to push-start my bike for
the moto.

“It was difficult but it was a fair event.
The Swedes just rode really well. In past
years we’ve looked at the special tests before
the event and it was obvious that the local
team had been practicing there. This year
the tests were all virgin terrain. It was tough,
but it should be tough.”

We’re being widely imitated, and we’ll take that as a

compliment, but don’t be fooled. They claim their
weights can be easily removed, as if that’s a benefit. The fact

" is, bolt-on flywheel weights can suddenly remove them-
selves! And if they worked as well as a Moose weight, why
would anyone want to take them off?

Each Moose Racing {fly:
wheel weight is indivi
ually made to fit the cus-
tomer's stock flywhe

A Moose Racing weight is custom made to fit your flywheel,
and precision machined to assure near perfect balance and
trueness. You'll experience an increase in torque and tracta-
bility you never believed possible.

And our weights stay put, period. So don’t chance an unex-

tolerances than the
iginal part.

Exclusive welded design
resists the jackhammer g
effect of piston firing.
Won't come loose, never
needs maintenance. Far
better performance than

imitation bolt-on fly-
wheels. ®

Used by top national
AAridersand promoto- ®
CTOSsers.

Used by: Randy Haw-
kins, Fritz Kadlec, ®
Charlie Halcomb, Jeft
Russell, Kelby Pepper, ® ‘
Dave Bertram, Kevin
Hines, Tom Webb,
Rick Johnson, Mark
Barnett, Robb ¢
Mesecher, Paul
Thede, Tony DiStef- o
ano, Brian Mull,
John Blythe, xevin ®
Bennett.
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DIRT RIDE
SUPPLY

291 MAIN STREET, FERN GLEN, PA. 18241 Fast Service - Daily UPS Shipping/COD VISA MC

> DUNLOFP
K-139  300x21 $54.95
K-490 275x17 $23.95
K-490  80/100x21 $57.95
K-490 4.10x14 $27.95
K-490 120/80x18 $39.95
K-490 130/80x18 $41.95
K-490 140/80x18 $44.95
K-595 100/90x19 $64.95
K-595 110/90x19 $69.95
K-595 100/100x18  $59.95
K-595 110/100x18 $63.95
K-595 120/100x18  $67.95
K-990 100/90x19 $64.95
K-990 110/90x19 $69.95
K-990  80/100x21 $58.95
K-990 100/100x18  $59.95
K-990 110/100x18  $63.95
K-990 120/100x18  $67.95
K-695 100/90x19 $64.95
K-695 110/90x19 $69.95
K-695 100/100x18  $59.95
K-695 110/100x18  $63.95
K-695 120/100x18  $67.95
D-752st 300-21 $52.95
D-752st 100/100x18  $52.95
D-752st 110/100x18  $56.95
D-752st 120/100x18  $59.95
D-752st 100/90x19 $56.95
D-752st 110/90x19 $59.95
D-752st 120/90x19 $64.95
TUBES
Metzeler H-D Tubes ~ $14.95-516.95
Cheng Shin Tubes $6.95
H-D Red Tubes $8.95
METZELER
MX 3.00x21 $49.95
MX 3.25x21 $54.95
MX 4.00x18 $56.95
MX 4.50x18 $56.95
Multi X 4.10x14 $35.95
Multi X 4.50x17 $61.95
Multi X 4.50x18 $64.95

‘ HENG SHIN

C-755 (Metz copy) 4.10x14  $21.95
C-755 (Metz copy) 4.60x17  $30.95
C-755 (Metz copy) 5.30x17  $3595
C-755 (Metz copy) 4.10x18  $24.95
C-755 (Metz copy) 4.60x18  $30.95
C-755 (Metz copy) 5.30x18  §3595
C-755 (Metz copy) 3.00x21  $22.95
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M5B-ST  120/80x18 $41.95
M5B-ST ~ 130/80x18  $46.95
M5B-ST  140/80x18 $51.95
VE-32 300x21 $31.95
VE-33 110/100x18 $42.95
VE-33 510x18 $45.95
VE-33 510x17 $45.95
M5B-st 100/90x19  $49.95
M5B-st 110/90x19  $53.95
AlumiLite Bars (colored) ~ $53.95
Chromoly Bars $32.95
AlumiLite Bars (w/pad) $53.95
Oval Silencer $54.95
Oval S.A. Pro §74.95
Roost Boost $49.95
VFC Silencer $76.95
AC3 Chest Protector $89.95

/

(AEID
Elba Headlight #Plate  $32.95
Baja Rear Fender $30.95
Mx Rear Fender $15.95
Baja Front Fender $15.95
Mx Front Fender $15.95
Disc Guard $18.95
Front Fender Brace $13.95

CHAINS
RK
520x120 O-Ring $45.95
Tsubaki
520x120 QR Pro $29.95
520x120 O-Ring $55.95

TOLL FREE

800-346-2166 "

(717) 384-2464 (information)

Mach 5
Pro-Armor Il
Tool Tech bag
Bunsaver |l
Elbow Guards

Shock
ﬁi ii\
—u.&nj

Geo Bullet Boots
Bullet Pants
Bullet Jersey
Bullet Gloves
Rok-Blok

Rok Il

MS Stage | Pants

MS Gore-Tex Pants
MS Gore-Tex Jacket
MS Pro Comp Jersey
MS Pro Comp Gloves
MS Enduro Pro Gloves
MSR Pants

MSR Jerseys

b /]
Turbo RC Boots $189.95
Series 125 Pants $129.95
Series 100 Pants $89.95
Comp 2 $29.95
#36 Gloves. $31.95
#21 Gloves $24.95
Superbelt Plus $31.95
Pentagon Chest Pro. $109.95
AXO Socks $12.95
GOGGLES
Scott 87 (Over Glasses)  $18.95
Scott 89 (Lexan Lens) $17.95
Scott 109 $19.95
Smith SMX - CMX $17.95
Smith SMX w/ioll-offs ~ $36.95
Roll-offs for Scott/Smith  $26.95
Smith Refills 25+4 pack ~ $ 8.95
Quick Strap $12.95

e [

$89.95
$69.95
$31.95
$22.95
$18.95
$85.95

$145.95
$105.95
$31.95
$30.95
$89.95
$36.95

At

$69.95
$145.95
$153.95
$22.95
$22.95
$26.95
$125.95
$19.95

E.B.C. BRAKES
Disc Brakes (All Bikes) $19.95

From $8.95 to $27.95
ENDURO Accessories

Hi Point Card Holder $8.95
Genuine Bark Buster $39.95
Tire Irons $3.95
Safety Wire Kit $12.95
Plug Protector $1.95
SPROCKETS

7075-T6 Aluminum

38T-45T $27.95
46T-49T $29.95
50T-57T $38.95

BOOTS
Alpinestar Tech IV Boots $199.95
Alpinestar Tech | Boots $169.95
HELMETS
Bell Moto 5 $189.95
Arai MX Pro Solid $179.95
Bieffe BX-6 $95.95
.V, /= 7]

Blue Tiedowns $13.95
Red Tiedowns $16.95

SALES * PARTS * SERVICE
ATK Accessories

Skid Plate $59.95
Rear Brakes $18.95
S.A. Pro Silencer $74.95
Roost Boost $49.95
Bike Shee (Alum.) $84.95
Kick Stand (Alum.) $55.95
90 ATK Brakes $32.95

® David Bertram, Trophy Team: “‘I tore
a ligament in my knee before the start. That
didn’t slow me down, it just made it uncom-
fortable to bend my knee. I was amazed at
how well our Junior World Team did. They
were a bunch of complete rookies and they
had the world on the run in one of the
toughest events ever. If not for some stupid
bad luck they might have gotten second.”’

¢ Charles Halcomb, Trophy Team: ‘I lost
ten pounds over there. It was unreal. Rocks
were piled on top of other rocks, with slimy
roots sticking out of the ground because
they had nowhere else to go. The killer sec-
tion was between checks two and three on
day three. You had to ride for all you were
worth just to stay on time, so you burned
yourself out for the rest of the ride. It was
brutal.”’

e Steve Hatch, top Junior World rider:
rented a Suzuki for the race and it was flaw-
less. Riding there was a little like riding at
home in New York, but the rocks at home
never get that big and ugly. I had to learn
how to ride all over. There were some Swedes
on my minute so I had a chance to watch
them. They just seemed to float over all the
bad stuff. Man, I wish I could ride like
that.”’ [
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It's 60 minutes of wild, wet & muddy AT
and motorcycle home video action from
the 1990 Blackwater 100, America’s
est race! See for yourself
/ust how outrageous
this 100-mile
L\ course really is!
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|/ To order the
Blackwater 100/~
video, send
credit card no.

& expiration date,
check or money
order for $34.95
+ $4. postage to:
MOTOVIDEO

P.0. Box 501
South Laguna
Calif. 92677 ¢

Over 100
exciting
titles are available.

made/ We accept Mastercard, Amex,

Visa, Discover and now Diner’'s
Club. CODs add $5.
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. CALL NOW!

FOREIGN ORDERS:
DOUBLE SHIPPING.
PAL TAPES ADD $15.00
PER TAPE

-' =3 Whome video !

YAMAHA

PARTS EXPRESS

GENUINE YAMAHA PARTS

PISTON KITS

YZ80 84 thru 87 ....

YZ80 88 thru 90 ..

YZ125 85 thru 88.

YZ125 89 and 90.

YZ250 85 thru 87 ...
YZ250 88 thru 90. ..
YZ490 84 thru 90

Replacement Rings Available

Wrist Pin Bearings

Head and Base Gasket

CRANK REBUILD KITS
YZ80 84 thru 90
YZ125 85 thru 88
YZ125 89 thru 90
YZ250 83 thru 88
YZ250 88 and 90
YZ490 83 thru 90
Main Bearing & Seal
Kits from $24.99
Clutch Plates (Fiber) from $5.50 ea.
YZ and IT Fork Seals
(all years) g y
Front & Rear Fenders from $15.99
Swing Arm Kits (includes all Seals,
Bearings & Bushings). ... from $42.99
Swing Arm Shaft & Nut . . from $8.95
Front or Rear Wheel Beanngs (includes
Bearings & Seals) from $13.99

CYCLES & SOUND

Complete Line of Yamaha Parts
Huge Inventory, Discount Prices

1-800-842-2128

9am-6pm Monday thru Friday/EST
9am-4pm Saturday/EST

24-Hour FAX: (201) 827-4242
AMEX, VISA, M/C, DISCOVER, C.0.D. OK




